Nha Triét Hoc Phap VOLTAIRE

(1694-1778)

Pham Van Tuan
oltaire la but hiéu cta Francois Marie
VArouet, la mdt nha van ngudi Phap
thudc thoi dai Khai Sang
(Enlightenment), nha triét hoc danh
tiéng vi tri thdng minh, nha viét luan van
thwdng dirng ra bdo vé cac quyén tw do
dan sw, gébm ca sy tw do
tén gido.

Voltaire cling la nha
tranh luan cham biém,
mot nhan vat néi thang dé
ang hd cac cai cach xa
hoi, 6ng thuwdng dung cac
sang tac cGa minh dé chi
trich cac giao didu cua
Nha Th& Thién Chua
Gido va cac dinh ché bét
cbng, mac du cac luat 1&é
kiém duyét khic nghiét va
cac hinh phat nang né
danh cho nhirng ngudi
dam chéng dbi ché do
dwong quyén cla nwéc Phap.

Voltaire con la mét trong cac nha van
khai sang, cung v&i John Locke va Thomas
Hobbes, d& cé cac tw twdng va tac phdm
anh hwédng manh mé t&i cac nha chinh tri
hoat dong trong hai cudc Cach Mang Phap
va Hoa Ky.

Francois Marie Arouet chao doi vao
ngay 21/11/1694 tai thanh phd Paris, la
nguwdi con th* ndm va con ut cla 6ng
Francois Arouet, mét chwdng khé (a
notary) va ciling la mét nhan vién ngan
hang hang trung, va ba me tén la Marie
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Marguerite d’Aumart, thuéc mot gia dinh
quy téc trong tinh Poitou.

Khi con nhd, Voltaire 1a mét dra tré dm
yéu, nhiéu bénh tat khién cho gia dinh tin
twdng rang sé khéng séng dwoc lau, thé
nhwng 6ng da kéo dai cudc doi modt cach
day nghi lyc t&i nam 84 tudi.

Voltaire c6 ngwoi cha d& dau la giam
muc cla mién
Chateauneuf, 1a mét nha
thdng thai nhwng bi quan.
Ong nay wa thich cau bé
Voltaire théng minh nén
da hwéong dan cau vé
than hoc va da day cho
cau Voltaire doc cac cau

tho cham biém trong
quyéen tho Moisade.
Vao nam 1704,

Voltaire theo hoc trudng
trung hoc Louis-le-Grand
giang day do cac cha
Dong Tén (Jesuites),

- ngoai cac mdédn hoc can
ban con hoc thém tiéng La Tinh va tiéng Hy
Lap (Greek). Trong th&i gian theo hoc tai
trwong nay t&i nam 17 tudi, Voltaire da doat
dwoc nhiéu phan thwéng va mot nguwdi ban
cta cha thay Voltaire 1a mot thiéu nién sém
phat trién nén da tang cho cau 2,000 quan
tién d& mua séach.

Ciing tai trwdng do cac cha Dong Tén
gidng day, Voltaire dwoc theo hoc mét nén
giao duc khai phéng (liberal education) nén
da phat trién thanh moét nha van cé cac cdm
nhan sic bén vé tw do. Do nha trudng
thuwdng hay t6 chirc cac budi dién kich theo
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truyén thdng phuc hung cb dién, Voltaire da
hoc héi dwoc cac diéu can ban vé kich nghé.

Tw thud thiéu thei, Voltaire da té ra co
nang khiéu vé 1am tho nén du tinh sau nay
sé tr& thanh mot thi si, nhwng ngwoi cha,
ong Francois Arouet, da khong tin twdng
vao van chwong, cho rang nghé nay khéng
thé mang lai mot doi séng day dd, nén 6ng
da bat cau con trai theo hoc nganh Luat tw
nam 1711 t&i nam 1713.

Nh& ngudi cha d& dau 1a giam muc
mién Chateauneuf, Voltaire dwoc gioi thiéu
v&i cac van nhan, v&i cac nha quy téc nhw
Céng Tuwéc de Sully, Coéng Tudc de
Vendome, 6ng Hoang de Carti... Vi mong
muén ndi tiéng trong gid¢i van hoc, Voltaire
da viét ra cac cau tho cham biém dong thoi
cling tré& thanh moét con ngwdi hao hoa,
dwoc cac ba ménh phu chu y va wa thich.

Vi nhan théy Voltaire la mét chang trai
sinh séng phéng dang, 6ng Francois Arouet
da bét con trai phai roi thanh phd Paris, di
lam thw ky cho vi Pai Str Phap tai Hoa Lan,
trong thoi gian sinh séng tai noi day, Voltaire
da yéu thwong mét thiéu ni ti nan nguoi
Phap theo dao Tin Lanh, tén la Catherine
Olympe Dunoyer. Sy bd nha ra di cta cap
tinh nhan nay da bj ngwdi cha can tré va
Voltaire bj bat budc phai tré vé Paris.

Khi tré lai Paris, Voltaire d& dwgc nhiéu
ngudi biét téi vi cac Idi van, |&i tho chi trich
cham biém. Kha nang dic biét _nay ciing
khién cho Voltaire gap phai nhiéu réc réi
trong subt cudc doi. Voltaire bi t céo la da
viét ra cac 16 tho phi bang mot sé nhan vat
trong xa héi, vi vay 1an nay bj cha bét phai di
xa, sinh séng trong gdn mé6t nam va la
nguwdi khach cla Hau Twédc de Saint-Ange.
Chinh trong thoi gian nay, Voltaire bat dau
viét cac bai luan van (essays) va xay dung
v& bi kich dAu tién (tragedy).

Voltaire co tai lam quen vé&i rat nhiéu ban
ma&i, nhwng do kha nang nhdy cadm véi cac
diéu sai trai cla xa héi, 6ng lai wa thich tan
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cobng cac ngudi ma minh khong déng y vé
cac quan diém, bang cac |&i tho nhao bang.

Vao luc tré vé Paris, Voltaire duoc gidi
thiéu v&i moét cau lac bd chinh tri va van
hoc rat danh tiéng c6 tén la Cung Dinh de
Seaux (Court de Seaux) vé&i nhan vat chd
trwong la ba Cong Twéc du Maine. Co &
do ba nay goi y ma Voltaire da viét ra cac
l>i tho' cham biém, cdng kich ké thu cla ba
Cong Twdc 1a Quan Nhiép Chinh d’Orleans
(the Regent). Vi nhitng rac rdi, vi cac ké
thu, Voltaire phai chay khdi thanh phé Paris
vao thang 5 nam 1716, dau tién t&i mién
Tulle ré6i mién Sully.

Voltaire bi nghi ng& da sang tac ra 2 tap
tho nhao bang tén la “Puerto Regnanto” va
“Téi da nhin thay” (J'ai vu) nén bi bat vao
ngay 16/5/1717, bi nhét trong nguc Bastille
trong 11 thang. Khi dwoc tha ra, éng phai di
sbng lwu vong tai mién Chatenay va chinh
vao th&i gian nay, Voltaire da stra chira lai
v& bi kich dau tién, co tén la Oedipe, v&i chi
dé 1a sy chuyén ché cla gi6i tu s va bat
dau viét tap tho anh hung ca L’Henriade,
gua do6 6ng ca ngoi cac hanh dong clia Vua
Henry IV cla nwéc Phap, dé dé cao sw
dung tht (tolerance). Qua hai tac phdm ban
dau nay, nguoi ta da thay rd & Voltaire mot
con nguoi tan tuy voi sy tw do va sw cong
bang, chong ddi moi hinh thire dao duc gia,
sw cudng tin va cac tap tuc xau.

Sau khi dwgc tha ra khdi nha nguc
Bastille, 6ng bat dau dung but hiéu Auret
de Voltaire. Chir “de” la do 6ng thubc gia
dinh quy téc cia ba me, con cé nguwdi cho
réng tén “Voltaire” 1a do khi con di hoc, 6ng
dwoc cac ban bé cung 16p goi bang tén
rieng la “le volontaire” (nguwdi tw nguyén
lam viéc).

Dau tién dwoc trinh dién vao thang 11
nam 1718, v& bi kich Oedipe da sém thanh
cobng va da dwoc dién xuét lién tuc trong 45
ngay, va khi Voltaire tr& vé Paris, 6ng dwoc
moi ngwdi ca ngoi la mét nha tho thién tai,
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chuyén vé bi kich (a gifted tragic poet).
Ciing do ndi tiéng vi viét ra cac 1o tho
cham biém, cong kich, Voltaire bi t6 céo la
tac gia cla tap tho Philippiques, ché nhao
Cbéng Tuwdc d'Orleans, nhwng vao thoi gian
nay, Voltaire la khach mgi cda Coéng Tuwédc
de Villars, mét vi anh hung trong chién
tranh va ciing la théng ché cta nwdc Phap
(maréchal de France). Pay la thoi ky
Voltaire thu thap cac tai lieu dé viét ra cac
tac pham lich stv.

Cho t&i cudi ndm 1725, Voltaire nhan
dwoc sw bao trg cia Cong Twdc Richelieu
(the Duke of Richelieu) nén cudc sbng rat
dé chiu nhung rdi gap phai sw ganh ghét
cla Hiép ST Rohan (Chevalier du Rohan),
ong nay da ché nhao biét hiéu “Voltaire”.
Két qua sau cudc cai co la Hiép ST Rohan
da cho cac ngwdi hau tan cong nha tho.
Khi Voltaire thach dé cudc dau guwom thi bi
o6ng Rohan k& trén nhd thé lwc, nhét
Voltaire vao trong Nguc Bastille trong 2
tudn I1&. Sau khi dwoc trd tw do, Voltaire
phai ra di sdng lwu vong, qua nwéc Anh.

Trwéc kia vao dau thap nién 1720,
Voltaire da gap o6ng Henry St. John, T
Twéc mién Bolingbroke (Viscount of
Bolingbroke) khi chinh 6ng nay dang séng
Iy vong tai nwéc Phap. Hai ngudi tré nén
ddi ban than va van thwong xuyén trao dbi
thw tr véi nhau. Co6 1€ do tinh ban nay ma
Voltaire da trdi qua 3 nam sinh sbng trén
dat nwéc Anh va sw viéc nay da anh
hwéng I&n lao téi cude doi clia Voltaire.

Trong cac nam tr 1726 t&¢i 1729, hoan
canh tri thirc va van hoda tai nwéc Anh da
lam cho Voltaire vui swéng. Ong duoc cac
nhan vat thuéc hai dang Whig va Tory don
tiép ndéng hau. Trong sd cac ngudi ban ci
va moi, Voltaire d& gap Alexander Pope,
Jonathan Swift, John Gay, Edward Young
va James Thomson, va Voltaire da ghi lai
trong nhat ky vé su kinh trong va than phuc
clia minh dbi véi tac gid Jonathan Swift cla
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cudn truyén “Cac cudc Du Lich cta Julliver’
(Gulliver's Travels), va chac chan réng tac
phdm nay da &nh hwéng rat nhiéu téi cubn
truyén Candide. Voltaire cling dac biét kinh
trong Alexander Pope, mdt nhan vat cung
c6 cac dac tinh théng thai, cham biém, lam
tho dé dang va hay chi trich cac diéu sai
trai chia xa hoi Anh.

Trong khi sinh séng tai nwéc Anh,
Voltaire da hoc cach doc va viét tiéng Anh,
nghién ngdm cac tdc phdm cla Francis
Bacon, William Shakespeare, John Milton,
Isaac Newton va John Locke. Do sy yéu
thich Shakespeare ma Voltaire bat dau viét
v& kich “Brutus”.

Voltaire cling thu lwom cac tai liéu dé
viét nén tac pham “Cac Birc Thw Triét Hoc
vé Nguoi Anh” (Lettres philosophiques sur
les Anglais). Voltaire da nhan théy sw tw do
va sy dung thir (tolerance) trén qué hwong
nay, éng da ca ngoi nén van héa Anh va so
sanh nwéc Anh véi nwéc Phap. Déi voi tw
do ngén luan, Voltaire da trng noi réng: “t6i
c6 thé khong ddng y véi 161 noéi ciia mot
nhan vat nao dé nhung toi quyét bao vé
cho t&i chét cai quyén ma mét ca nhan
dwoc néi ra”. Nha van hoc st danh tiéng
ngwoi Phap la 6ng Gustave Lanson da noi
rang tac phadm “Céac Blic Thu ” ke trén la
mot trai bom ném vao “ché dd ci” (ancien
régime) cla nwéc Phap.

Vao mua xuan nam 1729, Voltaire tim
cach xin phép tr& vé nwédc Phap réi qua
nam 1733, 6ng cho xuét ban tac pham
“Cac Blc Thu” va tap tho cham biém
“Temple du Gout”. Tac phdm thir nhét trong
khi ca ngoi ngwdi Anh vé céc tinh than dan
chu, tw do, dung thir, thi lai cdng kich chinh
quyén va nha thd ctia nwdc Phap. Tap tho
th& hai nhao bang cac nha van dwong thoi,
dac biét 1a J. J. Rousseau, vi thé, chinh
quyén Phap da ban ra mét lénh truy na
Voltaire, can nha clia 6ng bi luc soat.
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V3o luc chinh quyén Phap ra lénh ling
bat Voltaire thi 6ng dang cw ngu tai Cirey,
trong tinh Lorraine, day la mét viung dat doc
lap va 6ng la khach mé&i ciia ba Emilie de
Breteuil, ni* Hau Tuwéc cla vung Chatelet.
Ba Hau Twdc nay tré hon Voltaire 12 tudi,
& mét phu nlr dac biét. Ba ta théng minh,
da tim hiéu cac moén Toan Hoc, Khoa Hoc
va Triét Hoc, va rat ham mo nén triét hoc
lac quan clGa Leibnitz. Ba ta ciing giéng
nhw Voltaire & sw wa thich Newton va dé
trinh bay hé théng vat ly Newton, ba Emilie
da dich tdc phdm “Nguyén Ly’ (The
Principia) sang tiéng Phap, dong thei cling
thém vao dé cac I&i binh luan.

Trong thdi gian sinh séng tai Cirey,
Voltaire da thuc hién dwoc kha nhiéu céng
viéc. Ong da soan xong phan khéo sat vé
Siéu Hinh (methphysics), viét xong 6 v&
kich, hoan thanh hai tap tho trong dé6 cé tac
phdm “Le Mondain” (Tran Tuc), day la sang
tac cham biém cac nha tu Jansenits la
nhirng ngudi theo gido diéu gidng nhw cac
ngu¢i theo dao Calvinism. Voltaire ciling
viét xong tac phdm “Luan Ban vé Con
Nguwoi” (Discours sur I'homme), bat dau
viét tac phdm “Thé Ky cha Vua Louis 14"
(Siécle de Louis 14) va cuén lich s thé
gi¢i “Khado Luan vé cac Tap Quan” (Essai
sur moeurs).

Sau khi quan Phu Chinh Orléans qua
doi, gi¢i quyén thé tai Paris da don chao
Voltaire tr& lai. Sau nam 1743, Voltaire
dwoc hwéng cac an sing cua Triéu Dinh
Phap, phan Ién nh& Hong Y Richelieu va
Ba Pompadour, day la phu ni¥ rAt ham mo
nha soan kich Voltaire. T&i khi tac phém
m&i “Tap Tho Fontenay” (Poeme de
Fontenay, 1745) cla Voltaire thanh céng va
duoc nhiéu ngudi ca ngoi, Voltaire dwoc
lanh mo6t mon tién tro cAp kha Ién va duoc
chon lam nha nghién c®u lich sk cla
hoang gia (a royal historiographer), chirc vy
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nay trwdc kia da do Racine va Corneille
dam nhiém.

Cing vao th&i gian nay, Voltaire quay

sang viét loai truyén triét hoc (philosophical
tales) trong d6 tac pham “Candide” duoc
coi la danh tiéng nhat. Voltaire ciing soan
cac v& kich méi, canh tranh v&i nha soan
kich Crébillon, sy viéc nay da gay ra mbi
bt hoa, rdi cudi cung vao nam 1746,
Voltaire dwoc bau vao Han Lam Vién Phap
Quéc (the French Academy).
V&i ngoi but tao bao, Voltaire khéng ngirng
chi trich, 1an nay trong tac phdm cham biém
“Trajan est-il content” (Trajan cé bang long
khéng) v&i am chi chinh la Vua Louis 15.

Vao nam 1748, Voltaire lai phai di tim
noi an nau, 1an nay téi vung dat clia Ba
Cong Twdc de Sceaux roi sau dé, di theo ba
de Chatelet tai Luneville. Vao thang 9 nam
1749, ba de Chatelet da qua doi sau khi ha
sinh mft dlva con, sw viéc nay khién cho
ong phai tim mét noi cw ngu khac. Voltaire
khong thé tré vé Paris vi sw thu nghich véi
Crébillon. Trong khi d6, Dai D& Frederick
(Frederick the Great) cia nwéc Phd la
nguwdi da trng gap Voltaire va da trao ddi
thw tlr v&i 6ng trong thoi gian qua, da ngé
I& moi nha triét hoc Voltaire t&i Potsdam.
Day 1a noi ma vi Vua ctia nwdc Phd da thiét
I&p nén mot Han Lam Vién, va dang ch& doii
Voltaire dé& thém tén 6ng vao danh sach cac
nha théng triét (philosophes), tirc Ia cac nha
tri thtrc ctia chau Au.

Vi vay, Voltaire da t&i Potsdam vao nam
1750, nhan duoc tién tro cdp rong rai, nho
vay 6ng hoan thanh hai tac phdm lich st,
viét ra v&i tham vong 16n lao, do la cudn
“Thé Ky clGa Vua Louis 14” (Siécle de Louis
14). Ong ciing viét ra mét truyén triét hoc
m&i, cudbn Micromégas, day la tac pham
chiu anh hwéng cta cudn “Cac Cudc Du
Lich cla Gulliver’ (Gulliver's Travels) cla
Jonathan Swift, va Voltaire tiép tuc soan
cubn lich st thé gidi (universal history).
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Nhwng, cudc séng tai Potsdam cua
Voltaire da khong kéo dai dwoc lau béi vi
ca tinh clia hai nhan vat. Voltaire cadm thay
nha vua Phd qua kiéu cing trong khi dé
ong lai chi trich Han Lam Vién Khoa Hoc
cla Vua Frederick. Pa c6 mot 1an Voltaire
bi bat gitv tai Frankfort v&i hanh ly bi luc
soat. Voltaire nhw vay khéng thé sinh séng
tai nwéc Phd, ciing nhw khong thé tré vé
Paris vi da c6 thoi gian hop tac voi Vua
Frederick, cudi cung 6ng da chon noi cuw
ngu la Geneva, mét dia phwong cé nén tw
do twong ddi kha hon.

Vao luc nay, Voltaire la mét nguwdi giau
c6, 6ng da thira hwdng cac sb tién tw
ngwoi cha, ngwdi anh cla minh, da nhan
lanh cac tro cAp rong rai tr cac Vua nwédc
Phap va nwéc Phd, da kiém dwoc nhiéu
tién nh& cac tac phdm van chuwong, dac
biét la cac v& kich. Hon nira, ngay tir luc
nhoé, Voltaire da té ra la ngwdi c6 nang
khiéu vé dau tw va tai san cla 6ng co thé
coi nhv ngang vé&i tai san cia 0ng
Rothschild.

Voltaire da@ mua moét l1au dai tai Geneva
va dat tén |a “Les Délices” (Niém Vui), day
la “lau dai mua heé” cla 6ng. Voltaire cling
mua moét lau dai khac tai Monrion, thudc xir
Lausanne va goi noi nay la “ldu dai mua
doéng”. Ciing tai x&r Thuy ST, Voltaire da viét
tdc phdm “Candide” va 6ng van khong
ngtrng tn cong cac ton gido.

Voltaire con mua moét lau dai tai
Ferney trén dat Phap nhwng rat gan bién
gi¢i Thuy ST va éng don vé noi nay vao
ndm 1760 va sinh sbéng v&i mot ngudi
chau gai la ba Denis. Tai Ferney, canh
sbng cla Voltaire thyc la sang trong véi
60 nguoi phuc vu. Ong rat hiéu khach,
thuwong xuyén don tiép cac nhan vat danh
tiéng cia khép chau Au. Voltaire da cw
ngu tai Ferney trong 20 nam trwdng.

Trong sudt cudc doi, Voltaire da tin
twdng rang moén van chwong phai giang
SO 60
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day “I& phai” cho quan chung va 6ng da
dung cac v& kich va cac tap truyén vao
muc dich chinh nay. Cac tdc pham cula
Voltaire d& dé cap t&i cac van dé ton gido,
chinh tri, x4 hoi, triét hoc va 6ng luén luén
tranh dau cho sy dung thé (tolerance) va
sy coéng bang (justice). Tac phdm “Khao
Sat vé sy Dung Tho” (Traité sur la
tolérance, 1763) da dwoc viét ra dé bién ho
cho Jean Calais, moét ngwoi da bi hanh ha
va hanh hinh do két qua cta cudc tranh
luan vé tén gido (a religious controversy).

Voltaire da tranh dau cho mot sb
trwdng hop cac nan nhan bi xét x(¢ mot
cach bat cong va cac ban an da duoc xét
lai, vi vay, 6ng da dwoc nhiéu nguwdi ca
ngoi 1a “tdng dd cta Ty Do” (the apostle of
freedom) va déng thoi 6ng ciing 1a “vi thdng
tri tri thirc cia chau Au’ (the intellectual
potentate of Europe).

Vao mua xuan nam 1778, vé& kich cudi
cung cua Voltaire, bi kich Iréne, dwoc gidi
chinh quyén Phap chap nhan va cho trinh
di&n tai thanh phd Paris va tac gid Voltaire
da c6 mét trong bubi trinh dién dau tién.
Voltaire cling dwgc Han Lam Vién Phap ca
ngoi la nhan vat dac biét nhét.

Voltaire da qua d&i vao ngay
30/5/1778, & tudi 84. Vao gid phut cubi doi,
éng da tir chéi nhan I1& xtrc dau (unction) va
I& giai toi (absolution), sy viéc nay da gay
kho khan cho viéc chén cét ong. Quan tai
clia 6ng dwgc chon Iép véi va trong tu vién
Scelliéres, thudc mién Champagne, truéc
khi c6 sw can thiép cta vi tdng gido muc
dia phwong. 13 nam sau, di hai clia nha
triét hoc lrng danh Voltaire da dwoc di
chuyén vé thanh phé Paris, dat bén trong
Dién Panthéon, day la Ngéi Dén The danh
tiéng nhat cia nwéc Phap, twong dwong
v&i Tu Vién Westminster clia nwéc Anh./.

Pham Vin Tuan.
(Virginia)
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BAN TANGO va EM

Em vé d4u duing bén bo ngong doi
Khach qua do khong ngoanh lai bén song
Hoém chia tay cat budc chat chanh long

Nghe gi6 thoang bang khudng 10i nhin goi..

Gidc mong dau say hon theo bong tbi
Ban Tango diu dit d&én choi voi
Tay trong tay theo dong nhac 14 loi
Mui huong cii tré vé& bao udc vong.

Em dang boi gilta dong song lac 16ng
Ai dau ngd c¢6 bén duc, bén trong
Tra gidc mo em vé noi gi6 16ng

Nudc quanh nidm van xudi chay mét dong.

Ngbi on lai nhitng vét doi phiéu ling
Du 4m xua bdng khoanh khic mo hd
Dinh ménh budn ong muot anh vang to

Cudc doi nao khong lam di€u ngao ngan!..

Nhung em biét yéu anh 13 hiru han
Thué yéu duong d4u nghi dén phii phang
Xin luu doi mot tAm trang xon xang
Dong song chay ching bao gid quay lai...

BUI THANH TIEN

VA, July 14, 10

CAY TRO BONG
Tang Thuong Viét Nhan

Thu c6 lam roi giac mong dién
Sao nghe hon bién song trién mién
T6i di gi6 quat rung hoa do.

M¢ 16i van chuong lac hudng thién

Hun hut duong may quyén gid khoi.
Chan 18 cat bui mat ngang troi
Anh di chua biét vé déu ca.

Ma tuong d6i 1an da dén noi.

T6i v6i anh cing boi thuyén tho.
bi trong suwong khoi mong doi bo.
Con song gio ciing thanh vo tan.

Van chdy 4m tham qua giac mo.

Anh bao rang khong, khong ciing khong.
Con ti, hu thyc ciing phiéu bong.
Thi théi! ta biét ta con the.

La biét an tinh dang tr6 bong.

LAM DPIEN NGUYEN THU
(North Carolina)
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Tinh Ngwo’i Va Ché

VU NAM

Uc sau nay, cubi tudn khi khéng ban

biu gi t6i thwédrng vao Internet dé xem

nhirng phim & Viét Nam . Chac ai ciing
biét cac phim nhw Bi, BPirng S¢, Céanh
DPdéng B4t Tan, Mua Len Trau, Dong Mau
Anh Hung, Bay Réng, cac phim dwa theo
truyén cta nha van H6 Biéu Chanh, van
van..., ltc nao mubn xem c& vo Internet
mac s*c ma xem.

No6i thwe, phim Viét hién tai c6 nhirng
tap coi rat dwoc, rat téi. Dem thi cac giai
dién anh & ngoai qubc, néu khéng duoc
gidi, chac cling lam cho khan gid ngoai
quéc ngac nhién. Vi canh Viét Nam va
ngwoi Viét Nam. Ai di xe Itra qua déo Hai
Van ma khéng néi Viét Nam cé mét bai
bién dep, dai, udn khuc, dwa vao swéon nui
that tho mong. Con nhirng bai bién nhu &
Quy Nhon, Nha Trang thi d& cé nhiéu
nguwdi viét trén Internet khen rdi. Nhung
phan 1&n phim Viét Nam con lai thuong
chay theo thi hiéu hay déng co nao do:
tién, chinh tri, v.v... Chinh mét nguwdi dao
dién VN, lam phim & VN, méi day viét mot
bai bdo phan nan viéc nay trén Internet.
Nhiéu phim t6i xem qua, cd mét hai phim
thay hay, lam long nhé mé&i nhuw Hoang
Hon Am Ap, Séng Tinh, Hoa Dai, Cocktail
Cho Tinh Yéu.... Con lai cac phim khac, co
phim xem mot vai tap dau thay khong hay
nén khoéng xem tiép. D nhién trong phim
Viét Nam khéng it thi nhiéu ciing ¢ chinh
tri xen vao, nhwng té6i béd qua viéc doé, chi
chd y dén canh Viét Nam va con ngudi Viét
Nam. Vi chinh tri & Viét Nam thi ai cling
biét ra sao réil
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Cach day vai tudn, tinh c& t6i vao
Internet xem phim Nga Ré cua dao dién
Twong Phuong. Toi da xem phim nay mét
cach say mé. Khi ranh la t6i vao xem, xem
cho dén hét. Truyén phim ciing khéng c6 gi
d&c sac Idm, nhung hay. Nhéat 1a nhirng
canh trong phim. Cé I8 néu canh trong
phim gan gii v&i than phan ngudi xem nao
thi ngwdi d6 m&i cam nhan la hay?

Phan mét 14y bdi canh & mién Trung,
thdi gian sau nam 1975 chéc vai ba nam .
Day |4 thoi gian khd nhat clia Viét Nam sau
75. Subt phan mét cudn phim c thay canh
néng. Dung la nang chay da nguoi. Nguoi
nguoi phoi néng, nha nha dudi nang Va
bui dé day trén dwong niva. Toi & mién
Nam. Mua hé, may nha canh bién, cé gid,
4y vay ma thud nhé ndng mét hai gio trwa
la khéng dam ra dwong, c trdn trong nha.
Ra di khdng dép gudc la bi phdng chan. Tré
con khéng cé dép ra dwdng chi c6 chay
cht khéng c6 di. Pudng cat x(r bién néng
ldm. Chay kiém chd c6 bong mat nhw dudi
gbc cay, gbc tru dién ding cho ban chan
ngudi rdi méi chay tiép. Mua hé 1a c6 chd
dai. Nang quéa ché ciing dién, chay rong
ngoai dudng, nuoc dai chay ra hai bén mép
miéng. O ngoai quoc nay, thinh thoadng gap
vai anh em goc mien Trung nhw Binh Binh,
Quang Tri, anh em ndi ndng ngoai Trung rat
kh&c nghiét vi ngon gié Lao mua hé thdi tir
Lao qua. Nang mién Nam ma nham nho gi.
Khong thdy nguoi ta ndi "ndng &m mién
Nam" sao. O’ ngoai Trung mua he neu so
hé Ia nha tranh c6 thé bbc chay vi néng.
Cha, ngudi viét khong & mién Trung nén
khéng biét. Nhuwng qua bd phim, thdy néng,
gi6 va bui d& mién Trung dang so that.

Nhan vat trong phim thi nhiéu nhwng
ngudi dé lai trong ldng nguwoi viét, dé bo thi
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gi® ra viét nhirtng dong nay la cau bé déng
vai Liém, thdng Liém, khodng mudi hai
tudi. Cé6 ban cung tudi cung I6p, trwong
lang, & cung xém v&i Liém déng ciing hay,
nhwng khéng béng cau.

Cha v&i me c6 1& cwdi han hoi, nhung
ho bd nhau. Me, c¢cd Thom, dan Liém vé tw
nudi dwdng, vi 6ng ba ngoai khéng mudn
cwu mang chau va con gai sau khi con ly
di. Khéng nghé nghiép, khéng tién cta co
lam nghé ban nuwdc tra hinh, gai mai dam
la chinh, dé& nudi con. Khach la nhirng tai
xé xe, dan lao dong, say xin. Nhitng 1oi
trong bai viét nay hoan toan khong thé dién
tad nbi nhitng cdnh ma Liém déng. Cau bé
gay nhé, da sam den vi nédng, mat héc héac,
téc bu xu, va kéo 1& than xac bang déi chan
khéng dudi con néng va gié mién trung,
trén nhirtng doan dwoc mau dat dé, bui day.
Plng la em bé mién qué moé coi cha me.
Khéng gibng nhuw trong phim Mua Len Trau
(truyén cua nha van Son Nam) céu bé
chan trau "hoi" giéng nhw cau bé nguoi
ngoai quéc gbc Viét vé nuwédc dong phim.
Néu trong phim Ngé Ré ma dao dién cho
cau Liém mét chiéc xe dap cii, ngwdi xem
sé thay d& budn hon. Bung 1a cudn phim
ldy nwéc mét ngwoi xem. Nhwng d6 lai 1a
chuyén that sau 75. Xe dep rat hiém hoi &
nhi*ng viing qué nghéo khé.

Trong I&p hoc, Liém lai la ngwoi 1€ loi,
ca biét. Cac co giao déu khong mudn nhan
Liém vao I&p minh bdi vi s¢ khéng thé nao
giup Liém kha hon duwoc, lai c6 thé gap
nhiéu phién phirc trong nghé nghiép. Liém
hoc tré vi bi & lai nhidu nam. Vi hoan canh
ché khong phai vi Liém ngu dan. Nhung
thay cd van sg, vi mbi ndm deu c6 binh
bau "gido vién tién tién" va si sé lén 16p
phai dat mét tram phan trdm. Gido vién nao
khong mudn minh dwoc binh bau la "gido
vién tién tién" & cubi nam hoc? Phai chay
theo thanh tich hét! Hinh nhw chi ¢ ¢d ban
gai gan nha cla Liém 1a noi cho Liém
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nwong twa trong 16p hoc va ciling la nguoi
hiéu Liém nhét. Trong phan hai cta cubn
phim, vi da thdy hinh anh ban Liém thoi
tho 4u nén sau nay khi tré thanh co gido,
c6 ban gai cta Liém hiéu hoc sinh hon
nhi*ng dong nghiép khac, khéng qua sach
v® s pham ma qua nhirng gia tri thwe ti
nhirng kinh nghiém sbng thyc trong thoi
nhé cla minh. C6 da lam cho Ban giam
hiéu nha trwdng va cac vi phu huynh hoc
sinh phai né phuc bang cach "tiép can" véi
cac hoc sinh tlr cach riéng cta co.

Liém khéo tay nén cau hay nan nhirng
twong ngudi, tha, bang dat sét. Nguoi tai
x&, anh gido vién, con ché... Nan xong cau
xép thanh hang. Ai thich cau tang. Va cau
cling c6 mot con choé that, tén Bin. Cho
mnh nhd, vui v&, quan quit, l6ng mau vang,
muot. Mot ngay, con Bin lam db nhét cla
mot tiém lo dau nhét nwédc cho cac xe tai,
ho bat nhét Bin. Mudn clru Bin Liém phai
c6 tién dé chudc. Ngudi dan 6ng lam cong
cho tiém, nhét cho, con hu Liém: Chiéu mai
khéng co tién chudc thi may di ra quan "cay
to" & dau dwéng ma tim né. Liém hoang
hét lo s¢, mé&t rau ri. Nhwng tién dau Liém
co!? Trong tdp |ép tranh, me Liém con
khéng du tién dé lo viéc &n mac cho hai me
con, lay dau tién di chudc ché! Liém da an
cap tr mot nguwdi ban hoc giau cd dem
khoe tién trong I&p hoc. Nhung tré tréu
thay, ngu&i ban hoc giau cé nay la anh em
cung cha khac me véi Liém, nhd hon Liém
vai tu0| Liém bi bat gap va bi dudi hoc vi toi
&n cdp. Hinh nhw ngoai co ban gai cla
Liém, khong ai biét Liém an cap tién vi
muén ctu con ché cla minh. Ho chi nght
don gian Liém la mét tré con da hw héng.
Két qua Liém lai bi dudi hoc, lang bang lat
bét, trén con dwdng nang gi6 khoc liét.

Ngudi tai xé bang dat sét, Liém da lay
cay gay dap cho tan nat, khi bt gap ong ta
dang lam tinh v&i me minh, du trong tri 6c
non n&t cdu clng biét 1a me cau sé dwoc
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tién sau nhirng 1an nhw thé. (Vi trong mot
lan trwdc cac ban cung 16p, khi thdy bai vé
Liém khdng duwoc ai cham sdc, ¢b giao tirc
gian hdi: Me tro 1am nghé gi? Liém tra 1oi:
Lam di! C6 gido tai mat hai lai: Ai noi voi
em nhw vay? Liém tra 16i ngay: Me néil).
Ong thay gido, hiéu trwéng, bang dat sét,
Liém ciing dap 6ng ta khéng thuong tiéc.
Dap trong han tai, sau khi 6ng ta nang |oi
va dudi hoc cau du ngwdi me dau khd cod
van xin 6ng cach may, 6ng cling méc.
Trwéc mat Liém, ngudi me rd minh quy
xudng khéc xin tha t6i cho cau va cho xin
con minh hoc tiép 6ng ciing "vo tu". Sau dé
vi uat han ngudi me da cho Liém mot tran
don nén than. Khéng ai Liém cé thé gan gdii
dwoc nira, du la me, chi con con choé Bin
bang dat sét la Liém con gan gii, va xem
né nhw nguwdi ban khong thé roi duoc.

Két qua con cho nhé bi sao thi ai ciing
c6 thé doan dwoc. Bin bj cat cd, bj thui trén
dan Itra. Liém da khong co tién chudc ma
con dén qua tré! Khi cau dén Bin da chét va
dang bi xé cay ngang bung, thui 16ng. Cau
x6 ngd nguwdi dang dirng thui chd, va bét
ké dan Itra dang chay cau giat ché va ém
né chay di nhuw ngudi mat tri.

Phim con rat dai. Tl d6 Liém bd di, han
doi, lao vao ddi véi nhirng 1an tréom cép, bi
danh, va sau nay I&én Ién cau da tré thanh
moét "dan anh" cé hang trén nhirng con
dwdng gitra hai bién gioi Viét Mién véi nghé
ban nhitng cd gai qua bién gidi. Phim cw
cho thay, cau luén luén bj &m anh véi qua
kh(r cGia minh. Cay déng khong thé sinh trai
ngot! Cho thay viéc [dm hém nay cla Liém
la két qua cla thdi qua kh& cau bi con
ngwdi va hoan canh tri dap. Nhwng du hang
ngay tay sung, tay dao v&i cac bang dang
khac, tan day long Liém van co nhirng lac
suy nghi vé tinh yéu thwong va sy hwédng
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thwong. C6 |18 day méi la ban thé cla Liém?

Mot cudn phim xa hoi day tinh tiét ma
t6i khong thé viét hét ra duwoc va viét lai
dung hoan toan nhw phim dwgc. Bung la
déi khi khéng thé dién ta nhirng hinh anh
ngoai di sdng bang nhirtng dong chir viét.
Me Liém, tai t&r Dinh Y Nhung déng, ba clia
Liém, gia dinh c6 ban gai cia Liém gém
6ng ngoai, cha me va dlra em gai, moi
nguoi déu dong tron ven vai trd clia minh.
Phim rat Viét Nam, day tinh ngu®i, nhung
cling day nhitng xau xa ca biét rat con
nguwdi. Chlr khoéng phai 1a nhirng cuébn
phim VN khac nhw hién nay, c& khoe giau
c6, nha to, xe dep cla nhi*rng thanh phan
trwdng gia mai trong xa héi hién tai. H& ra
la ubng rwou Tay, nhdy dam. Danh rang
khoéng nén c&r dm mai qua khi» d& ma séng
v&i nd, nhwng xa hoi Viét Nam hién tai van
la x& hoi day ngudi nghéo, cla nguoi
nghéo va nhirng nguwdi lam phim Viét Nam
nén dwa va cai cbt 16i nay dé lam phim, dé
xay dwng con nguwdi, ché khéong phai lam
phim dé tap tanh cho thanh nién chi biét
"nhau" va khoe cuta. Nght lai I1&i anh dao
dién Viét Nam trach nhitng phim & Viét
Nam trong thei diém hién tai ma nguoi viét
néu ra & trén cling khong c6 gi sai lam.

Phim cé mdt két cudc ciing khong
vui, nhwng théi, civ dé nguwdi xem roi
sé& biét.

Con dao dién Twoéng Phuwong, qua
phim Nga Ré& nay téi rat phuc anh, du chua
bao gi& quen biét anh. Téi cling phuc cau
bé doéng vai Liém.

Vi Nam
(Germany)

53



Tiéng Thu

Budi sang mé& swong phi goc thém
Céanh hoa ngén dong giot mwa dém
D&i nhu mat nuwéc hd thu lang
Chéng gon séng long rat diu ém.
Gio6 thu man mac ca khéng gian
Bang bac nang thu vwong la vang
Do&i chdng cung chung niém wéc vong
Dém budng db gidc mdng vira sang.
Chiéc |4 nghiéng minh nhé nhe roi
Chanh budn thwong nhé tudi déi muwoi
Soi gwong mai toc pha swong khoi
Thu dén du ta chdng goi moi.
Tam tinh xa vang ai con nhé
Ky (rc nhat nhoa ky niém phai
Tiéng thu nhe thoang theo hoi gi6
Ng& béng em vé toc xda vai.

PO thi Minh Giang

Du cé bao gio-...

Troi chém Thu réi ai biét khéng?
Goi nhau la rung x6t xa long
C6 liéu nhitng budc dau duwdng vang
Trén ngan tinh vwong mai ngong trong

Biét t6 cung ai nhirng ndi sau

Minh ai mét c&i v&i niém dau

Thu di Thu dén Thu nao biét
May xam tinh riéng chi mgt mau

May gié twa nhau chang muén roi
Co hoa bin rin canh chao roi
Tram nam séng goi hoai xa vang
Bong nhan bo vo khéc phan doi

Bén 4y ai oi c6 vong thuwong ?
M6t ngwdi ngdi dém la dém tredng
Mai sau du cé bao gi¢....nhi ?
Ai c6 dan hoai néi van vuong ?

Uyén Phwong Minh Nguyét

.
- A
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NHUNG MUA THU TRONG TA
TRUCNG THY

Trdi vao thu chua em? Cau hdi diy tinh
ty. Mua Thu néi gi véi ching ta, véi con
ngudi, v4i vil try nhin sinh, va tim hén thi
nhin noi riéng?

Qua ciu hdi trén, n€u d€ tim hon ling
xudng sé& c6 bi€t bao ¥ nghi, bao nhiéu cau
trd 181 trong tri nghi, ndi trdi tim, va ca
trong cdm gidc cia con ngudi.

Thoi thi ¢t d€ cho dong tAm tur van vd,
bay bdng, cudn theo va tiét tiu v6i Am thanh
ctia 16i n6i: “Hém nay troi vao Thu...” dé
nghe ti€ng Thu trong gio thu, trong may mua
Thu, trén 14 Thu thAm thi nhin nha va dé
long bang khuéng véi td troi.

Ngay xwa mdi khi nghe néi mua Thu,
ta ¢6 cAm tudng nhu Thu vé tir xa xim, tir
mdt nuéc Tau cd. Thuc ra Thu 1a cha dat
trdi, cia 1ong ngudi, va riéng tv mot chit,
12 ctia thi nhan. Thu khong hin 1a mia
budn, 12 mia chia ly, ma c6 1& day la
khodng thdi gian nhitng cdm nghi va cdc
sinh hoat c6 phan ching lai, tam goi 1a
mua ling dong. Thu 1a mua thay 14, uom
tinh; 14 d8i mAu va tinh cdm sang trang.

Ban tay e ap trén trang thu hoc trd véi
nhitng dong tuong tu mung lung va chia
chan hy vong:

- Gidy phong k¥ mang tham trong tii do
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- Mdi tram lan viét lai méi dua di.

(Xudn Diéu)
réi nhitng ngén tay vuong viu trong ciu
ca:“...quay quay thuong nhé cudn vao to —
quay quay xe do rét ddang chang...”

Nhitng bai tho, nhitng bidn nhac hay, dé
truyén cAm va dé& ru 1ong ngudi vin thudng
mang Am hudng budn, ti€c nudi. Tir d6, mia
Thu ¢6 mang nhitng Am huéng &y mdi la mua
dep. Néu ai d c6 dip dén thim rimg Thu &
Virginia vao thdng Chin hang nim hin da
chiém ngudng dugc céi dep cia muia Thu va
clia tAm hdn con ngudi vuong trén sic l4.
Ngudi con géi dep c6 vé mit vui tudi, d& giy
cAm ftinh, chi€m ngy long ngudi, song d6 c6
thé 1a sy chi€ém ngy bé mat. Ngudi con gai
dep, phang phat nét budn trén d6i mi lai c6
thé chi€ém ngy chiéu siu tAm hdn nguvi ddi
dién ddy. Chi mot hinh dnh chinh phu trong
long ngudi co phuy, con nai vang ngd ngac dap
trén 14 vang kho, cé rimg Thu va trdi Thu va
c4 tim hdn Thu d4 trAim vang 1&n nhiing cung
di¢u ky diéu ma Luu Trong Lu da dao lai cho
chiing ta nghe qua bai “Tiéng Thu”:

- Em khong nghe mua Thu

- Dudi trang mo thon thic

- Em khéng nghe rao ruc

- Hinh dnh ké chinh phu

- Trong long nguoi co phu

- Em khong nghe rung Thu
- Lda Thu kéu xao xac
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- Con nai vang ngo ngdc

- Dap trén ld vang khé.

Rdi nhitng chia ly, xa c4ch va ti&n biét
van lai thudng hay 10ng trong khung cinh
mia Thu, ching han nhu ta bit gip trong
“Chinh Phu Ngam Khic” clia Ping Trin
Con viét bing chit Hin vao nim 1742. Sau
d6 it nim ba Poan Thi Piém da dién Nom
theo thé Song That Luc Bat, v6i nhitng cau:

- Chi lam trai dgm nghin da ngya
- Gieo Thdi son nhe tua hong mao
- Gid nha deo biic chién bao

- Thét roi Cdu Vi, ao ao gio Thu

Nhin nhitng miia Thu di mdi nhan sinh
quan déu mang nhitng miu sic c6 phin
chung song cling c¢6 phan riéng tu. V6i Thé
L, ta nghe:

- Anh chiéu Thu

- Luét mdt ho

- Swong hong lam nhe lan trén séng biéc

- Rang lau gia xao xdc tiéng reo kho

- Nhu khua dong ndi nhé nhung thuong tiéc
- Trong long nguoi ding bén ho.

con Xudn Diéu lai cho ta hinh 4nh:

- Rang liéu diu hiu ditng chiu tang

- Téc budn budng xudng 1é ngan hang

- bBay mua Thu toi, mua Thu tJi

- V6i do mo phai dét ld vang.
r6i Huy Cin, con ngudi vén siu mudn,
nhin rirng Thu chi thay:

- Béng dung buon ba khong gian

- May bay liing thdp gidng man am u

- Nai cao gét ldn trong mi
- Xudng ring néo thudc nhin Thu méi vé
- Sdc troi tréi nhat dudi khe
- Chim di, ld rung, canh nghe lanh lung.
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Véi cdi nhin gin giii hon, Song Linh
than thd:
- Thu vé ld bé di hoang
- Cay tro trui ding thé than mdt minh
dé roi
- cho nhau mdi nita cudc doi
- ma sao cay ddng thanh 1oi sang Thu.
trong khi d6 thi Ngdé Minh Hing lai vdi:
- Mia Thu anh dén tham em
- Ld Thu rung dé bén thém nhu hoa
- Anh ditng lai budc bon ba
- Em dang dobi canh thién nga don miing
va 10i ta lai nghe Chinh Nhin trong ndi
nhg dén:
- Tan Thu ld rung van cho trdng xua
béi vi
- chiéu thu vang ld rung ddy
- anh di nhdt giti gio mdy mot minh.
con v6i Nhu Thuong ta lai thdy nhitng uu
tu diu hdi, nhitng thic mic trim dau, da
di€t va quanh hiu trén sdng ddi nhan thé:
- Thu c6 hita ngan nam
- Sé cho doi ld vang
- Trong trdi tim 10 lang
- Mau héo tan xa xam
- Thu c¢6 dgi ngan nam
- Nhitng cudc tinh ly biét
- Duong nhu la héi tiéc
- Théi v& mdnh trdng ram
- Thu c6 sdu ngan ndm
- B¢ gio lay hiu hdt
- D¢ mdt buodn trong mdt
- D¢ béng nguoi biét tam

DPé néi vdi mua Thu, xin hiy nghe tim
su cta ngudi linh Ty Do, ciing 1a ngudi ti
dudi ch€ @ bao tan Cong San, va rdi lai 1a
ké luu vong ndi qué ngudi vira xa vira la:

- N6i vdi mia Thu bén chédn song
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- Nhé mon tam tri nhd nghiéng long

- Nhé bam trén ld chiéu cé dong

- Va nhé gi lau em biét khong ?
- Nh6 nhitng ndm son vai chitng nhdn
- Phoi nguoi kho 1ép thiéu an than
- Dém chong mdt hdn nhin than thé
- Trd ng oan citu noi dédu chan

- N6i vdi maa Thu khi ld roi

- Chiéu rung moi ndng gan mo hoi

- Nghe nhu khao khdt gi ddu do

- Con it 0 ho nhitng ndi tréi.

Nhin vé bén kia bd Théi Binh
Duong, nhitng mua Thu vang da thanh
Thu xdm cho nhitng manh ddi thanh xuin
ctia ngudi con gdi Viét Nam da vang:
- Em miia Thu xdm ciia tran gian
- Luu lac qué nguoi van Viét Nam
- Bdi trét sinh trong triéu Vé Ni¢
- Em t6i mot thud mdn phong tran.

Ngay nay Thu mang niém vui cho
tudi tré. Tét Trung Thu con goi 1a T&t Nhi
DPong; va rdi Thu ciing d x6a di nhitng gidy
phit thudng ngoan cla ngudi 16n. Du & qué
nha hay noi hai ngoai, ngudi ta ching con
hoan canh d€ ngdi rung dii trén chi€c chdng
tre, trén manh chi€u lua, quanh dong binh
déo, banh nuéng d€ thudng tring vinh nguyét.
Dau vay, mdi d6 Thu vé, ching ta ciing
khong tranh khoéi gidy phit chanh long nhé
dén chau ciic vang, chén nudc che xanh, va
mui banh nuéng dém rim ndi qué nha cla
mdt thdi xa xua. Thu 12 nhé, 1a tAm t, 1a hon
ngudi xa xt, 1a tim su k& 1& dusi mau xanh
clia vom trdi Iuu ly. Thu Ia 18i nhdn nhi clia
tinh qué huong va tinh yéu trong 4nh mit
nhan loai va nhip dap cla trai tim nhan ban.
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Mua Thu ciling con 1& mua ggdi tinh hon
bao gid hét, song ngudi ta lai chi hay muon
mia 14 vang roi d€ bi thAm hoa tinh yéu, dé
nhuém tim hon minh, va con d€ thi vi héa
nhitng dau thuong théng khS. Mua Thu 4o
tim khong hén 12 miu da cia bat hanh ma
con 1a cdi gia tuyét voi cta tram tu, chiu
dung, hy sinh, va hi€n dang. Hang nim dén
mia chay (Lent), vio tuin 1& Pic Kitd chiu
nan, trong cac thanh dudng Thién Chia Gido
ngudi ta thiy nhitng biic man tim che cdc
dnh tugng. Miu tim Ia tin hiéu cla dau
thuong, song tlf phia sau mau tim Ay lai 12 c4
mot trdi yéu thuong.

Hon ba mudi nim trén dudng ddi vién
X, ngudi Viét ly huong sdng trén dat
khach, miy ai c6 dugc nhitng phit gidy
cho 1ong minh chiing xudng, ling tim hon
nghe ti€ng Thu, cdm nhan ving thién
nhién ddi tinh, nhin vii tru thay mau da?
Nhin nhitng mua Thu di, nhitng mia 14
vang rdi trén x& la, hdn ngudi 1 thi cAm
nhin nhitng gi d€ luu lai cho minh, cho th&
hé mai sau?

Thu Lai Vé
- em oi thu mdi lai vé
- bén song du dnh mua he dong dua
- ndng xua duong van du thita
- trong khoang tudi ving can mia khé khan
- dém nay em nhé - ldp dan
- dé khai nguyén phiit buéng man swong mo
- nhitng dém it thit khong gio
- chénh vénh dat la ngéi mo phd qué
- mdy muoi ndm don thu vé
- nhin rung rung ld vang se se doi.
(xb.)
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PHU NO’ VIET CHIEM GIAI
VAN CHUONG HOA KY 2011

Véi tap tho truyén nhan dé Inside Out and
Back Again (tam dich: Tur trong 16n ra ngoai
roi lai 16n nguoc lai, ham ¥ cudc di cu sang
My 1a mot cude doi doi, va cudi cing lai c6
doi séng tt dep hon, qua con bi cyc toi tudn
thai lai), tac gia Lai Thanh Ha, chiém giai
nhit toan qudc National Book Award nim
2011, vé bd mén tho danh cho Thiéu nién, va
giai thuong Newbery Honor nam nay cua Hoi
Quan tha Thu vién Toan Qudc Hoa Ky
(American Library Association). Day la mét
vinh du cia tac gia, mot tim guong phén dau,
va cling 1 mot tin vui cho cong dong Viét
Nam ¢ hai ngoai. Bai nay tom lugc tip tho
truyén va néu 1én 1y do chinh tai sao tac phim
dugc chon trong s6 ca
trim tic pham tranh
giai. Bang mot 16
hanh vin ngin gon,
dung 101 1€ va tam ly
ctia mot cd gai 12 tudi,
tac gid thudt mot cach
di dom va cam dong,
nhimg ndi co6 don, xa
la cia mét c6 gai trong
mdt truong tiéu hoc
My bi mét s6 ban ché
nhao, choc  gheo,
nhung quyét vuot trd
ngai. Vuot bién sang
My t6i tiéu bang
Louisiana, c6 gai luc
dau khong biét tiéng
Anh, Lai Thanh Ha tét
nghiép trung hoc va
dai hoc va thém vian
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bang cao hoc MFA vé& vin chuong, va nay vira
viét van vira day tiéng Anh tai mét dai hoc &
New York.

Vietnamese-American Woman Writer’s
First Novel in Poetry Wins National Award
ThanhHa Lai, Inside Out and Back Again.
HarperCollins Publishers, 2011, 262 pp. Hardcover]
Price: US$15.99
Winner of the 62™ National Book Award, Young
Adult Fiction (2011); Newbery Honor (2012).

Summary and analysis by Pham Trong Lé

After the fall of Saigon in April 30, 1975,
there have been hundreds of books written,
many of which were personal accounts of the
8 harrowing miseries of
=8 Vietnamese refugees on
the days they struggled
to get out of Viet Nam
by boat, over the sea, to
the islands near the
Philippines, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand.
A standout is one
prizing-winning book
for children aged 8+
written by ThanhHa
Lai, a 47-year-old
Vietnamese-American
writer, who came to this
country when she was
only ten years old,
knowing practically no
English. After a month
on a Navy ship, her
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family of ten—her mother, six elder brothers
and two sisters--came to Guam, then to a
refugee camp in Florida before arriving at
Montgomery, Alabama, through the

sponsorship of an American auto-shop owner.

Why Montgomery, Alabama? “Believe me,”
she says in an interview, “we didn’t know
about Alabama to choose it. But to enter the
United States refugees had to have a sponsor.
The man who had the nerve to take on all of us
(10 in all) lived in Alabama.”
(http://www.harpercollins.com/author/mi
crosite/About.aspx?authorid=36544). In
Alabama, she repeated her unfinished 4
grade from Saigon, one year older than her
classmates. There she recounted the story of
isolation and alienation from the adjustment
to the dullness of American food (compared
to spicy and tasty Vietnamese fare), to new
friends Pam (“Pem”) and Steven (“SSsi-Ti-
Van”) and Pink Boy, her bullying classmate;
her struggle with the English language and its
idiosyncrasies (the sibilants sounding like
snakes), but with the help of her generous
“cowboy” and her kind-
hearted neighbor and
retired teacher, Ms.
Washington, whose 21-
year-old son and soldier
Tom was killed in Saigon,
Ha’s English improved.
After high school, the
author went on to
undergraduate studies from
the University of Texas,
and graduated with a
Bachelor’s degree in
journalism. She worked for
2 years as a reporter
covering the police beat for
the Orange County
Register in California,
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where she says, “I got the insane idea that I
should quit and write fiction.” She left her
reporting job and went to an MFA in creative
writing program in New York University. For
fifteen years, she worked on a novel about her
life in Saigon, Alabama and Texas. Sent to
ten agents and publishers, the manuscript was
repeatedly rejected. She knows why:
“Looking back, its beautiful sentences did not
offer a plot and never really got anywhere.”
(Publishers Weekly) By fortune, she was
connected with a New York literary agency
and a good editor. In 6 months she rewrote
the novel, using the base material, this time in
short, concise, and lean prose-verse. The
result is the novel in poetic form--Inside OQut
and Back Again. It was selected the finalist
in the 2011 National Book Award annual
contest.

(The NBA: Once a year since 1938,
except for an interruption during the Second
World War, the ward is given in 4 genres:
fiction, non-fiction, poetry and young
people’s literature, five prizes for each genre.)
Last November, among 5
semi-finalists, ThanhHa Lai’s
story in prose-poems was
declared the final winner
among hundreds of books
vying for that prestigious top
prize.

Written in short poems,
the book recounts the semi-
biographical story of a 10-
year-old girl named Ha and
the life-changing year of
1975, the year Saigon fell
(hence “Inside Out”) when
she, her mother and three
elder brothers fled Vietnam
on a ship. [The author is the
youngest of 8 siblings--2
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sisters and 6 brothers.] The 262-page book is
told through the eyes of Ha.

How is it that a foreign-born writer who
could not speak a word of English and
struggled with English grammar (such as the
plural s after regular nouns since there is no
such thing in Vietnamese) is able to write an
English book that merits acceptance by
HarperCollins, a mainstream publishing
house, whose submission to the NBA
ultimately won the coveted prize that
American-born writers strove to earn? What
kind of style, vocabulary, symbolism and
drama did the author use to capture the
reader’s heart?

Is there a lesson for other aspiring
foreign-born authors whose first language
is not English to learn?

-Division of the story:

Chronologically the story covers one full
lunar year, from Tét of the Cat (1975) to Tét
of the Dragon (1976). The poetic novel has
four chapters: Chapter I: Saigon (34 poems);
Chapter II. At Sea (19 poems); Chapter I11.
Alabama (51 poems), and Chapter IV. From
Now On (11 poems). Total: 120 poems.

Each poem serves as a page of her diary,
telling a story of that day. The tale starts with
February 11, 1975, and ends with January 31,
1976. The events of the fateful year recounted
vividly the days on the ship (rationing of food
and drink, cramped living quarters), at the tent
city in Guam, at school (hiding herself in the
bathroom to avoid the jeering of classmates).
The tales include Mr. Johnson, her sponsor,
whom she calls “Our Cowboy” and his
neighbors, the bullying classmate at school and
out of class; her brother-hero Vii, who teaches
her self-defense and whose gigantic motorbike
came in time to save her from the bully Pink
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Boy; her eldest brother Quang, an engineering
student, who works as an auto mechanic; and
her brother Khoi who refuses to eat eggs
hoping naively that they all hatch into chicks;
and especially her mother, a wise and practical,
firm but loving mother, advisor and friend.

- ThanhHa Lai’s style

As one reviewer notes, she uses a “spare
but accessible” style, leaving a lot of space
for the reader’s emotions to seep in. One
critic advises the reader to reread the story
to notice “how perfect the thin line of the
prose itself mirrors the thin line that Ha
walks during that year.” (Kathi Appelt,
bestselling author of the Newbery Honor
Book, The Underneath.)

-Suspense: Core details of the event are
held up until the end to create suspense and
intensify the reader’s interest:

In “NOW!” she tells how her mother
who speaks little English succeeds in getting
the butcher to grind the pork for her:

She has me ask the butcher,
Please grind our pork.

I’'m sure | said it right,

but the butcher

sharpens his face,

slams down our meat,

And motions us away.

Mother wrinkles her brows,
thinking, pausing,

then rings the buzzer again.
Please, she says.

It comes out, Peezzz

The butcher turns away
without a word.
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Mother presses the buzzer
for a long time.

When the butcher returns,
he hears a lot of Vietnamese
in a voice stern and steady,
from eyes even more so.

Mother ends with a clear, NOW'!

The butcher stares
then takes our meat
to the grinder.

(pp. 217-218.)

-In half prose, half unrhymed verses, the
novel retains rhythm. The author has
selected the right medium because the
poetry allows her to write spare verse and at
the same time packs into each line powerful
imagery, allowing the reader to reach the
raw emotions and humor. Also, the form of a
diary lets the author tell the event of the day
in her family, in her class, outside of school
and in the neighborhood in a dramatic
manner.

-The Vietnamese idioms are
appropriately used:

“Tears of an ugly fish”<=“Nw&c mat ca
sAu”=>"False tears of a crocodile.”

“Clamp shut his mouth.” (The mother
scolds brother Quang). The word clamp
suggests a sound and picture of a
clam.=>cam miéng hén lai.

-Tenderness and wisdom:

In “Confessions” Ha tells her mother
that she is bullied at school and whether she
can fight back:
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They chase me.
They yell “Boo-Da, Boo-da” at me.

They pull my arm hair.
They call me Pancake Face.
They clap at me in class.
And you want me to wait?
Can | hit them?

Oh, my daughter.
at times you have to fight,
but preferably
not with your fists.
(pp. 215-216)

-Vivid characters:

Here the mother tells her children to
focus on the present and forget the past,
including their MIA father, who looks
“forever young” in his picture on the altar:

Until you children

master English,

you must think, do, wish

for nothing else

Not your father,

not our old home,

not your old friends,

not our future.

She tries to mean it

about Father,

but I know at times

words are just words.

(“English Above All,” p. 116-117)

Each character springs to life from a few
strokes of her brush. The American sponsor,
Mr. Johnson, whom Ha calls “Our Cowboy,”
brings gifts to the family, corrects Ha that
horses in American do not go “hee, hee, hee”
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but “neigh, neigh, neigh” and, to her
disappointment, doesn’t own a horse. His
unsmiling wife and the neighbors do not
seem to welcome them when they pay them
a courtesy call until her family members
decide to attend the church and change their
faith. Ms. Washington greets them warmly
and serves as ThanhHa’s tutor in English after
school (Whoever invented/English/must have
loved/snakes—(“First Rule,” p. 118).

MiSSSisss WaSShington
has her own rules.

She asks me memorize
one new word a day

and practice it

ten times in conversation.

For every new word

that sticks to my brain

she gives me

fruit in bite sizes, downing in sweet, white fluff;
cookies with drops of chocolate small as rain;
flat, round, pan-fried cakes floating in syrup.

My vocabulary grows!
(“New Word a Day,” p. 166)

When her sponsor, the “cowboy,” finds
a house for them and pays 3-month rent
ahead, her brother Quang says the American
government gives sponsors money... to ease
the guilt/of losing the war.

Mother’s face crinkles

like paper on fire.

She tells Brother Quang

to clamp shut his mouth.
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People living on

others’ goodwill

cannot afford

political opinions.

(“American Address,” pp. 124-125)
Here at school during lunch for the first

time Ha eats a hotdog for the first time:

I don’t know where to sit
any more than

I know how to eat

the pink sausage
snuggled inside bread
shaped like a corncob,
smeared with sauces
yellow and red.

| think

they are making fun

of the Vietnamese flag
until | remember

no one here likely knows
that flag’s colors.

(“Black and White and Yellow and Red,” p.144)

Gestures speak more than words to

show brotherly love and protection. Ha rides
home with brother Khoi on his bicycle:

“Chin Nod”
| sit sidesaddle,
holding on to the handlebar.

The edges of our hands
touch.

As we glide away

| ask,

Every day?

| feel his chin
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nod into

the top of my head
After school too?
Another chin nod.
We glide

and | feel as if

I’'m floating.

(pp. 154-156)

-Can aspiring writers learn from ThanhHa Lai?

First, a solid command of English is a
sine qua non. It took ThanhHa Lai 10 years
that included high school, undergraduate
and an MFA to master the language. In
college, professors can be helpful mentors
and critics.

Second, apply for a fellowship, or an
assistantship (if you have a strong BA plus a
few articles, short stories, or poems). The
assistantship will provide full tuition plus a
stipend. First-year MFA candidates normally
get free tuition and no teaching duties;
second year MFA candidates teach two
workshops while working on their thesis,
which may be a collection of poems, short
stories or a novel in progress.

Next, jobs (as interns, reporters, editors,
proofreaders, instructors): make sure you are
not bogged down by your daily job demands
(although work can provide experience and
material for your stories) as they may affect
your writing goals. (ThanhHa Lai teaches
English at Parsons School of Design).

Attend writing workshops (where lecturers
are practicing writers or poets) may help.

Last, get connected with a literary agent,
editors. In the case of ThanhHa Lai, Rosemary
Stimola from Stimola Literary Studio
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accepted her submission before HarperCollins
assigned Tara Weikum as her editor.

-Critics’ comments on ThanhHa Lai’s novel:

“An incisive portrait of human
resilience...would make a nice movie or
children’s television special, too.” (Publishers
Weekly)

“Lai’s spare verse evokes such emotions
that | found myself with tears in my eyes on
many pages.”

“A must for any teacher dealing with
bullying in the classroom/school.”

http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/slj/
home/892838-
312/debut_author thanhha lai nab.html.csp

“..ThanhHa Lai’s novel is written in verse
for a concrete, very good reason. In both
cases you have stories where children were
entering strange new lands where they did
not necessarily know the language. To make
this book a verse novel, the child reader gets
inside Ha’s head while the same time
encountering sentences that are broken up
in ways different from your average middle
grade novel. The result is simultaneously
intimate and isolating. It’s perfect.”

“Lai’s spare language captures the
sensory disorientation of changing cultures
as well as a refugee’s complex emotions and
kaleidoscopic loyalties (The Horn Book).

Source:
(http://www.amazon.com/Inside-Out-Back-
Again-Thanhha/dp/0061962783). The
pictures on the book jacket and that of the
author are taken from this website.—PTL,
Virginia, 7/27/2012
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BEN TINH BEN NGHIA

Pham Hru Binh

A\ ng Hoach dimg ngim nghia mam tréi cay
Ome‘l ong vira kinh can dit lén ban tho to.
Ong tu hao ring bao gid dng ciing hét stc chu
d4o trong viéc tho phung t6 tién. Ong da rira k§
nhiing trai cay it ra Ia ba, bon 1an, rdi lau chui
that kho réo timg trai trudc khi bay vao chiéc
mAm son son thép vang ma 6ng di nhd ngudi
mua tan bén Hong Koéng mang vé. Ong Hoach
van tin ring vi 6ng hiéu thdo, hét long tho
phung 6 tién ma gia dinh 6ng dwoc khdm kha.

Nam nay éng Hoach sau muoi hai tudi. Véi
mai toc con den, nuéc da tuy hoi sam néng,
nhung khong mét vét nhan, trong ong tré hon
tudi ctia 6ng nhiéu. Ong ludn tuoi cudi dé 16 hai
ham ring nga nga vang vi nudc tra va ca phé
den. Nhitng nguoi quen biét ong thudng goi ong
14 6ng Thong Hoach vi hinh nhu ¢6 mét thoi 6ng
lam thong ngdn cho mot co quan tir thién.

Ong Théng Hoach hay chuyén tro voi bat
clr ai ma ong gap. Ong khong bo 15 dip nao
dé noi chuyén vé hai ngudi con 16n cua 6ng:

- Cau con trai lon t6i tén Khoa lam bién ly
& toa an thuong thim dang 18 c6 xe va tai xé
cua chinh pht; nhung anh ta lai thich 14i xe
ldy. Oi, ctr nhin cai xe Peugeot cdt-sang-cdt
(404) 1a biét anh ta sanh choi xe lim. Xe
Peugeot van dugc tiéng 1a xe tot nhét cia
Phap. Con gai 16n ctia t6i tén Bich liy chong 1a
Pai-T4 Nghiém ¢ B6 Toéng Tham Muu. Anh
nay thi lai chi thich di xe dip nha binh c6 tai xé
1ai. Xe luc nao ciing sach s&, bong loang vi anh
linh nao dugc chon vé 1am tai xé ciing hét sirc
giit gin xe dé con dugc ¢ lai Sai Gon.

L& di nhién 1a ong Thong Hoach ching
bao gid ndi chuyén vé ngudi con trai Gt tén
Bang va nguoi con gai ap ut tén Linh cua
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ong. Sao cung mdt bd me sinh ra ma hai
nguoi nay thua kém ngudi con trai trudng tén
Khoa lam bién 1y va nguoi con gai tén Bich,
vo ong dai-ta thé!

Khoa nim nay ba muoi tam tudi, gidng
ong Thong Hoach nhu duc, cling céi tran cao,
d6i 16ng may rdm, hai go ma cao; nhung nuéce
da trang xanh, dé riu cim va rau mép. Khoa
van néi: “Minh con tré ma & dia vi chi huy thi
cling can co rau cho n6 oai vé hon”. Khoa nodi
tiéng hoc gidi ngay tir khi con & trung hoc.
Khoa tdt nghiép Dai Hoc Ludt Khoa voi diém
tdi wu, vao lam viée & toa an voi chic thim
phan, va ctr dugc thing chirc lién tiép cho dén
nay 1a Bién Ly Toa Thuong Tham.

Bich kém Khoa ba tudi, khong dep lim,
nhung duyén dang voi cai miéng nhd va ham rang
tring mudt. Bich dang hoc dugc nam thir hai thi
lay chdng va bo hoc ludn dé & nha tréng con.

Linh thip lun hon chi, nhung nuéc da
tréng min, khudn mit déu dan. Linh phai thi
hai 1an méi dau duge béng trung hoc d¢ nhét
cép; r0i vao hoc truong Su Pham Thuc Hanh.
Luc thi tot nghiép, diém sé ciing thip nén
Linh danh phai chon nhiém sé con lai cudi
cung 1a mot trudng tiéu hoc & Ca Mau. Ong
Thong Hoach phai chay chot mai Linh md&i
dugc thuyén chuyén vé truong tiéu hoc Go
Vip. Ong Thong Hoach da hy vong rang
duogc vé gan Sai Gon rdi Linh s& ¢6 co hoi tim
dugc mot nguodi chdng c6 danh vong ma
nuong tya. Nhung nguoi chdng Linh ciing chi
la mdt gido vién tiéu hoc, tén Khanh. Vi
manh khanh, yéu 6t va nhat 1 vi c6 hai ban
chan bet, nén Khanh dugc mién quan dich.
Hai vo chdng va hai dira con song eo hep, de
sén lam méi mua duoc cai xe gan may ci.
Nha thi van con di & thué.
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Bang nam nay di hai muoi lam tudi ma
van vo nghé, vo nghiép. Bang trung hoc dé
nhit cép ciing khong co, Bang bi dong vién
lam linh tron. Nho nguoi anh ré lam dai ta
van dong, Bang dugc giri vé phuc vu trong
nganh chién tranh tim 1y va ciing duoc &
ngay Sai Gon.

Ngay Bang ra doi, ong Thong Hoach da
nho thay boi lay so tir vi. Ong mung r& khi
thay boi noi Bang s& lam quan 1on. Ong cang
mung hon khi thiy Bang an nhiéu, 16n mau
hon nhiing tré cung tudi. Ong hoan toan tin
rang khi 16n 1én, Bang s& c6 tim than “Vai
nam tic rong, than muwoi thuée cao”. Ong
Théng Hoach van nghi ring lam quan ma cé
than hinh cao 16n thi cang uy nghi, bé v¢.
Nhung cang 16n 1én, Bang cang lam ong that
vong. Bang khong thich hoc hanh, khong
mudn 1am bai vé; ma chi thich chay nhdy, boi
161, da banh, vat 16n. Lyc ca nguyét nao Bang
mang hoc ba vé dé phu huynh ky vao, 6ng
Thong Hoach ciing chi thiy diém sb rat thap
kém va nhing 101 cac thay gido ghi “Can co
gdng hon”, “Can chit Y hon trong gio hoc”
trong tat ca cac mon hoc; trir mén Thé Duc
Thé Thao thi bao gid Bang ciing dugc diém
cao va dugc khen 13 “Xudt Xdc”.

Tir ngay vé cong tac trong don vi Tam Ly
Chién, Bang dugc cac cip chi huy dé y dén vi
tai choi thé thao. Bang choi & doi nao 1a y
nhu réng doi do théng, dem lai danh du cho
toan thé don vi. Mot niém hy vong lai bing
Ién trong long 6ng Thong Hoach. Biét dau co
6ng 16n nao do, thiy Bang cao 16n, dep trai
lai chang mudn dem con gai ga cho. Nhung
mdt 1an nita, Bang lai 1am 6ng thét vong.
Nguoi con gai ma Bang cudi lam v chi 1a co
ban hang xén ngay dau ngd tén la Nguyét.
Ngay Bang cudi vg, 6ng Thong Hoach cdo
dm, nam trén lau, dé& mic moi su cho ba
Thong Hoach lo. Ong di c6 y dinh pha dam
cudi, khong cho Bang 1iy Nguyét. Nhung ba
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Thoéng Bach ri tai 6ng ndi nhé: “Hinh nhu con
Nguyét dd c6 bau voi thing Bang. Thang
Béng khong lam ddm cudi la nd s€ lam rum
beng 1én thi con gi 13 thé dién nita.”

Ba Thong Hoach kém chdong hai tudi,
dong dong cao, it cudi, it néi hon chong. Ba
chi lo viéc nha ctra, com nudc, con pho mac
moi chuyén l6n cho 6ng Thong Hoach. Ba
hay quan tdim dén danh du gia dinh, chi s
nguoi ta ché cudi cai ndy cai khac.

Ong Thong Hoach d6i xtr voi hai nguoi
con 16n va hai nguoi con nho hoan toan khac
nhau. Ong vd vap, than mat, qui mén vo
chdng Khoa va vo chdng Bich bao nhiéu thi
ong lanh nhat, coi thuong vo chéng Linh va
vo chong Bang bay nhiéu. Ong goi Khoa la
“Anh Bién Ly~ va goi Bich 1a “Chi Pai Ta”
nhung 6ng goi Linh 1a “Con Linh” va goi
Bang 1a “Thang Bang”.

Mot hom 6ng Thong Hoach di du mot tiée
cudi thi mot ngudi dan éng chimg bon muoi tudi,
an mic lich sy, dén chao ong va tu gidi thiéu:

- Chau 1a Luat Su Thuan, cung hoc mot
16p véi anh Khoa ¢ Pai Hoc Luat Khoa hon
mudi ndm vé trude. ROi mdi nguoi di mdi
nga. Chau biét bay gio anh Khoa lam bién ly
con chau thi ¢6 van phong ludt su & gan day.
Chau c6 chuyén nidy mudn thua véi bac;
nhung néi ¢ day khong tién. Ngay gio nao
thuén tién cho bac, chau sé& dén tham bac va
noi chuyén thi cé 1€ hgp 1y hon.

Thfiy Luat Su Thuan lich sy, 18 d9, lai 1a
ban véi con trai trudng cia 6ng, ong Thong
Bach vui vé noi:

- Béc Itc nao ciing ranh. Néu anh mubn
thi sang mai lai bac choi udng ca-phé roi
minh noi chuyén. Nha bac ¢ s6 212/93 Pudng
Hoa Lu, Quan Ba, Sai Gon.

Ngay hém sau, Ludt Su Thuan d&én gip
ong Thong Hoach. Sau vai cau chao hoi xa
giao cho ¢6 18, Luat Su Thuan ha thap giong:
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- Thua béac, chau xin phép vao thang de
ngay. Chau c6 mot khach hang vira bi bt vé
t6i hiép dam. Anh ta dang bi giam ¢ Kham
Chi Hoa. Thtr Nam tuan sau sé ra so vin. Nho
bac kin d4o ndi véi anh Bién Ly Khoa dé cho
khéch hang cia chdu duoc tai ngoai hau tra,
tire 1a duge dong tién thé chan dé vé nha tam
thoi, cho ngay ra toa. Chau xin gui bac day
hai muoi lugng vang dé ta on anh Khoa va
bdn lugng dé ta on bac sbt sing giup do.

Lu4t Su Thuan mé mot bao vai ra dé du hai
muoi bon lugng vang xudng ban va noi tiép:

- Bay gio Kham Chi Hoa dong nghet
nhitng ti nhan, mdt phong luc trudc giam ba
ngudi thi bay gio bay tdm ngudi, chi du chd
ngoi x6m xuong san théi. Giam gilt thém mot
nguoi nita 1a 1am kho chung cho nhiéu ngudi
khac. Khach hang cua chau cé dugc tai ngoai
hau tra thi ciing dwoc thong tha it bita thoi.
ROi dén ngay van phai ra toa. Néu khong thi
mat tién dong thé chan ma con thém toi nita.
Co6 gi ma phai lo ngai dau. Chau la ban anh
Khoa; nhung 1a luat su dai dién cho khach
hang, chau khong dugc phép dén gip truc
tiép ong bién 1y. Lam thé 1a trai ludt, nén chau
tréng cay tat ca vao bac.

Ong Thong Hoach nhin nhiing céy vang
la 6ng anh ma thdy run ray ca chan tay. Bdn
luong vang! Ngay ong con di lam, dé danh ca
nam ciing ching mua dugc mot lugng vang.
Bay gio lai ¢6 ngudi mang dén tan nha 6ng dé
ta on ong! Roi anh Bién Ly ciing thé. Ctr dn
luong chinh phu thi muoi ndm ciling cha co
dugc muoi lang vang. Thoéi thi mot 101 nai,
mot chir ky c6 mat mat gi ddu ma phai do du,
suy nghi cho ton tudi tho. Ong Thong Hoach
yén lang mot vai gidy roi dap:

- Bac chang biét ndi sao. Nhung nhiing gi
anh vura no6i thi bac cling noi lai cho anh Bién
Ly nghe. Con moi viéc 1a tuy anh 4y.

Luat Su Thuan dang lén tir biét Ong
Théng Hoach ra vé, mit may hén hé. Budi tdi
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hém @6, 6ng Thong Hoach an com xong la
dén nha ngudi con trai ca ngay.

Ong Théng Hoach dua hai muoi lugng
vang cho Khoa va nhic lai nhirng 161 cta Luét
Su Thuan. Khoa cuoi:

- Bb cir nghe mdy anh ludt su noi roi do
théc gidng ra ma an. Tén nay pham toi hiép
dam, khi bi dua ra toa la s€ ti chung than.
Cho n6 tai ngoai hau tra 14 né sé& trén mat. N6
c6 mét hai muoi lugng vang tién thé chan thi
c6 nghia ly gi.

Tuy néi thé ma Khoa cling cam hai chuc lugng
vang bo vao ngin kéo, rdi quay lai noi voi bo

- B phai coi chimg kéo r01 mang tiéng day.

Ong Thong Hoach ra vé, long phoi phoi.
Ong cang thdy qui mén nguoi con trudng cua
ong hon. U 1am quan phai c6 bong 16¢ nhu thé
thi méi gidu sang, pht qui dugc. Chir cir chan
chi, hat bdt thi ngan doi cling khong kha. Ciing
nho ¢ anh Bién Ly ma ong ¢6 duoc thém tién
tiéu, tién dé danh va dugc ba con, ngudi quen,
ké thudc né nang hon boi phan.

HOom nay la ngay gid bd ong Thong
Hoach, mdt ngay gid quan trong nhét trong
nim d6i voi 6ng Thong Hoach. Ngoai nhiing
nguoi trong gia dinh nhu chi thim Ngan, co
chu Lan, 6ng cling moi ca nhimg thong gia
cua Ong: Ong ba Giam Ddc Ngan Hang A
Chau 1a b6 me vo anh Bién Ly Khoa, 6ng ba
Quén Truéng Quéin 5 Canh Sat, bd me cua
Pai Ta Nghiém, ong ba giao Han, bd me
chong cta Linh va ong ba Toan, bé me vg
cua Bang. Ong da sap dat chd ngdi dau ra
day. Vo chong 6ng ngOi v6i nhitng khach qui
la ong ba Giam Pdc Ngan Hang va ong ba
Quan Trudng & mot dau ban. Con 6ng ba gido
Han va ong ba Toan thi ngdi voi chii thim Ngan
va ¢6 chi Lan & dau ban kia. Tuy ké 1a ngdi
cung ban ma 6ng Thong Hoach chi ndi chuyén
v6i ong Giam Pdc Ngan Hang va 6ng Quan
Trudng; ong 1o luén may ngudi khach kia.
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M4y ngudi dan ba i hii niu cac mon in
& trong bép. Loi dung luc dimg gan Bich,
Linh ghé tai chi n6i nhé:

- Em c6 chuyén nay mudn nho chi. Chi
Lan, ban cung day mdt truong voi em, co
chdng, tén Minh 14 ha si dang thi hanh nghia
vu & tién don Quang Linh. Chi Lan mdi sinh
con trai. Anh Minh xin phép Pai Uy Truong
Pon vé thim vo. Pai Uy Truéng Pon cho
phép dic biét vé tham gia dinh nim ngay.
Nhung Pai Uy dan anh 4y mua cho Pai Uy
mdt chai whisky hi¢u Johnnie Walker Black
Label. Pai Uy dan anh 4y mua ma khong dwa
tién. Anh 4y biét néu khong c6 ruou cho Dai
Uy thi s& khong bao gior duge vé tham vo con
nita. Anh 4y da di khao gia. Mot chai ruou
nhu vay gia bang ca thang luong cia anh ay.
Hoan canh tai chanh cua hai vo chéng chi
Lan that eo hep. Chi c6 thé noi véi anh
Nghiém tim cach thuyén chuyén anh Minh vé
& gan dau day duoc khong. Em thdy chi iy,
em toi nghiép qua.

Bich suy nghi mét gidy roi noi:

- Em biét néu anh Nghiém nho ai giup thi
cung phai qua cac cho nguoi ta; chir khong
thi 1an sau chang ai mudn gitp dau.

Linh gat dau:

- Em hiéu. Dé em bao cho chi Lan biét.
Chic chi 4y rang vay muon hay choi hui.
Piéu ‘quan trong la anh Nghiém gitp thuyén
chuyén anh Minh vé day cang sém, cang tot.

Co t1eng ba Thong Hoach goi moi nguoi
ngdi vao ban. Linh va Bich vi di 1én phong an.

Vo chong Linh va vo chong Bang buc
boi vé cach cu xir cta ong Thong Hoach dbi
voi Ong ba gido Han va 6ng ba Toan; nhung
chang biét n6i 1am sao. May ngay sau, Bang
than tho riéng voi nguoi anh ré:

- Anh thiy khong? B4 t6i 1a ngudi phu
thinh, tirc 1a thay ai kha gia thi vo vap; thay ai
nghéo tung thi coi thuong. Khong nhimg ong
ay coi thuong t6i ma coi thudng ludn bd me vo
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t6i va con gai toi nita. Chéng bao gid ong 4y c6
mot cir chi ndo triu mén véi con Chi nha toi.
H& thay n6 dau 1 chi la mang. Chau gai ma so
ong ndi nhu sg cop. Nguoc lai dbi v&i con anh
Khoa thi b6 toi béng bé, nang niu, hon hit. Thé
thi anh thay c6 déng gian khong?”

Khanh gat ddu dong y:

- T6i cling ¢6 nhan xét nhu vay. Nhung
minh 13 con c4i, minh c6 bon phan phung dudng,
kinh y€u cha me, thi minh cr theo dao ly ma lam.
Chir chang 1& minh thu han, oan trach nguoi co
cong sinh thanh ra minh hay sao?

Bang do6 bung mat lén:

- Anh 13 nha gido thi anh noi thé. Nhung
t6i hoi anh thé nay, tir xwa dén nay c6 con céi
nao van lay xin cha me¢ sinh ra minh hay
khong? Cha me sinh ra con cai vi mubn cé
con cai hay 1a vi khong biét cach ngira thai.
bang nao di nita thi cling 1a do cha me. Ngay
trudce, khi Khong Gido con anh hudng 16n, thi
cha me mudn ¢ con cai, nhét 1a con trai, dé
nbi doi tong duong, thd phung to tién. Ai
khong c6 con thi bi coi 1a vo phudc, 1a bat
hiéu. Anh con nhé cau “Badt hiéu hitu tam, vo
tir chi dai” (C6 ba thir bat hiéu, khong c6 con
trai 12 mot diéu bat hiéu 16n) khong? Do d6
ma cip vo chong nao ciing mudn c6 con. Cip
Vo ché)ng nao hiém muédn th lo s¢ cuéng
cuéng, di 18 dinh, 18 chua, cau Troi, cau Phat
ban cho mdt dita con. Ngay nay thi nhiing
ngudi hiém muon boé ra ca chuc, ca trim ngan
dé nho béc si cho thu thai bang phuong phap
nhén tao. Nhiing cdp vo chong khong thé c6
con dugc thi 1an 161 di xin con ngudi khac
mang vé 1am con nudi. Nhu thé c6 phai 1a cha
me mudn co con chir khong phai con cai
muén duge sinh ra khong? Do d6 cha me c6
bon phén nu6i dudng, bao v¢, day dd con cai
cho dén khi con cai co thé ty 1ap dugc. Con
con cai co yéu mén, qui trong bd me hay
khong 1a tuy ¢ cach ddi xir cua cha me. Néu
cha me thyc su thuong con thi chiéu chudng,
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nang niu, ngot ngao vdi con, hy sinh cho con.
Con céi s& cam thdy tinh thuong do noi cha
me va s& dap tmg lai bang long qui men kinh
trong b me. Sy yéu thuong, qui mén phai
xudt phat ty nhién tir ddy 1ong ma ra thi méi
¢6 y nghia. Con nhiing cu chi, 101 n6i hoi hot
ngoai ddu moi thi ching c6 nghia Iy gi. C6
nhitng cha me ghét bo, danh dap, hanh ha con
cai, tham chi con dem con ban di lam nd 1€
cho nguoi khac. Ai dim bdo nhiing dira con
nay 1a “Lam con cdi thi c6 bon phdn yéu mén,
kinh trong cha me.””?

Khanh tho dai:

- Cau ndi dung. Poi c6 nhiéu cai 0ai 0am qua.

Khanh va Bang van cam thiy gan giii v6i
nhau va cé thé ndi chuyén tdm tinh cung
nhau. La anh ré, nhung Khanh qui mén Béang
nhu em rudt, sin sang chia ngot, sé¢ bui voi
em vg. Ngay Khanh va Linh méi cuéi nhau,
Béng con doc than. Mot hom Bang dén choi
nha anh ré, thdy mot con dao gam sang loang
treo trén tudng. Bang say me ngam céi chubi
dao bing nga c6 cham trd nhitng con voi di
ndi dudi vao nhau. Khanh cudi, noi:

- Con dao nay bd anh cho anh ngay anh
t6t nghiép truong Su Pham. Ong 4y sang Lao
budén ban va mua con dao nay & bén d6. Cau
thich con dao gam nay, thi anh ting céu day.

Béng lic dau:

- Dao nay gidng nhu cua gia bao trong
gia dinh anh. Sao anh lai cho em? Em khong
dam lay dau.

Nhung Khanh khang khang mt myec:

- Cau ctr dem vé ma choi. Khi ndo chan
rdi thi dua lai cho anh.

R&i Khanh g& dao gim xudng, dua cho Bang.

Nhitng khi tang thiéu, nguoi dau tién
Béng tim dén dé vay muon la Khanh. Khong
mot 1an nao Khanh tur chdi, mic dau vo chéng
Khanh ciing chang kha gia hon vg chdng
Bang 1a bao nhiéu. Mot lan vo chong Béang
khong c6 tién tra tién thué nha, chii nha doa
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s& khong cho vo chdng Bang thué nita. Cudng
quit so hii, Bang tim dén Khanh hoi vay.
Khénh than thér:

- Anh ciing ching con ddng nao trong thi.
Tuan sau mé&i dugc linh lwong.

Suy nghi mot phut, rdi Khanh théo chiéc
nhin cudi ¢ tay ra, dwa cho Bang va noi tiép:

- Cau dem nhin nay ra cam cho tiém
vang dé 1iy tién ma tra tién nha. Tudn sau anh
¢6 luong, anh s& chude lai.

Bang giat minh, sua tay:

- Troi dét oi, nhan cudi cua anh 1am sao
em dam dem cam. Nh& khong chude lai dugc
thi em héi han dén bao gio.

Khanh binh tinh néi:

- Céau dung lo. Cau can tién dé tra tién
nha ngay bay gio. Néu khoéng chugce lai dugc
anh mua mot chiéc nhan vang gia deo cling
dugc. Vo chong anh da c6 hai con r0i, ai ma
con dé y xem nhan that hay nhan gia.

Bang danh cam lay chiéc nhan.

Nhung 10i thang sau Bang lai khong cé
tién tra tién thué nha. Bang ching mit mii
nao dam dén vay muon Khanh nita. Bang
danh nan ni v&i me:

- Chu nha chd con dang thué mubdn lay lai
nha dé sira chita. Me néi véi bd cho vg ch6ng
con va chau Chi ¢ nho it hom. Khi nao chung
con tim dugc nha khac dé thué thi chung con
s€ don di ngay.

Ba Thong Hoach, ctr nhitng 161 d6 nhéc lai
voi chong. Ong Thong Hoach trimg mét 1én:

- N6 khong lo lam an, bay gio khong co
tién tra tién nha, bi chi nha dudi chir stra voi
chira gi. Ctr dé mic xac nd rdi nod s& phai lo
ma lam #n kiém thém tién. Cho no vé day rdi
n6 ¢ ly day. Lam sao ma minh chiu n6i?

Ba Thong Hoach ri tai chdng néi nho:

- Néu thuc sy nhu ong ndi, nd bi dudi nha
ma minh 13 cha me khong cho n6 vé & nho thi nd
s€ phai di & nho nguoi khac, hay ¢ duong ¢ cho.
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Thé thi con thém tai tiéng cho ca nha nira, nhét 1a
d6i v6i anh Bién Ly va anh Pai Ta Nghiém.

Ong Thong Hoach danh nhuong bo:

- Théi thi danh cho n6 vé & nhe, chir biét
lam sao. Nhung t6i ctr thdy mat miy dira d6
la t61 buc bdi lam sao.

Béang va vo¢ tén Nguyét cung bé gai Chi
bbn tudi & mot phong nho sat bép. Nhiing
thung gao, d6 1am vuon, cing chai lo trudc
van dé & phong nay ba Thong Hoach da don
cé vao mot goc bép.

M4y ngay sau & don vi vé, Bach mit may
hén hé, khoe véi bd me:

- Con vura doat giai nhét v& boi 16i cho don
vi. Ngay mai, s& c6 budi 1& long trong dé Trung
Ta Chi Huy Trudng trao huy chuong hang nhat
boi 16i cho con. Con mdi bd me dén du.

Ong Thong Hoach mat lanh nhu tién, noi
nhu trach moc:

- Tuéng may dugc thang quan, tién chuc,
¢6 thém bong 16¢ hay dong lwong; chir di coi
nguoi ta deo vao cd cai huy chuong ma vang
khong dang gia muoi dong bac thi di lam gi
cho phi cong.

Béang chung hung, ling thinh. Sau bita
com tbi, Bang dén than tho véi Khanh:

- Anh nghi coi. Téi doat giai nhat boi 16i
cho don vi, ai cling khen ngoi, khuyén khich.
Chi riéng bd t6i 1a dim dap toi, khong them
dén dy 18 trao huy chuong nira.

Khanh an ui:

- Méy ong gia c6 hu, khong hiéu gia tri
cta thé duc, thé thao. Cau dung budn 1am chi
cho mét tri. Vi tai choi thé thao cua ciu, néu
cdu di sinh ra & bén Au, bén My thi cau da
limg danh va kiém bac triéu nhu khéng. Oi
cai x minh n6 con lac hau 1a thé. Chz’ing ai
can biét dén thé duc, thé thao.

Vo chong Bang ¢ nha bé me ma cir phai gitr
gin ¥ tir timg li timg ti. Ca hai ciing hiéu ring néu
ong Thong Hoach cau 1én ma khong cho ¢ day
nita thi hai nguoi con biét dem con di dau.
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Biét bd chdng hay la ming bé Chi,
Nguyét cho con in com trude, rdi cho nd di
ngl trong khi ca nha in bita trra. An xong,
ong Thong Hoach 1én lau ngu trua thi ciing la
lac be Chi tinh glac Nguyét tam cho con roi
cho n6 méy to gidy va vai cai viét chi mau dé
nod td to, vé v& cho qua thi gio trong khi
Nguyét lau chui nha cira, gidt rii quan 4o va
stra soan bita com ti.

Hom nay bé Chi vui vé dic biét. Ngdi vé
va to mau mai cling chan, né dimg 1én hat liu
lo, 10 chay nhay quanh nha. N6 tréo 1én ghé
sa-long roi dém “mot, hai, ba” va nhay
“phich” xudng san nha. Cang luc nd cang
dém 16n tiéng hon va nhay xa hon.

Ong Thong Hoach giat minh tinh day.
Ong nhén ra tleng be Chi vua dém, vira nhay.
Ong chay xudng cau thang, nhin thiy bé Chi
dang tréo 1én ghé sa-long. Ong gian d6 mit,
tia tai 1én. Ong la:

- Ba bao khong bao gi¢ dugc tréo 1én sa-
16ng. Sao may hu dén, cimg dau vay.

ROi khong kiém dugc tic tdi, ong vung
tay tat bé Chi dén “bép” mot cai. Bé Chi té
lan ra ghé sa-16ng, khoc thét 1én.

Nghe tiéng bd chdng la, tiéng cai tat rdi
lai nghe tiéng con khoc vang ca 1én, Nguyét &
trong bép chay voi ra. Thiy ong Théng
Hoach mit con ham ham, Nguyét khong hoi
gi, voi vang 6m con lén chay ra ngoai san.
Thay mit con con nguyén vét cai tat do nhi,
Nguyét oa 1én khoc, 6m chat con vao 1ong.

Bé Chi cang khoc 16n tiéng hon. Mot hoi
sau, Nguyét bé con ra dudng, vira di vira khoc
that thit. C6 tiéng Bang goi véi tir dang sau:

- Nguyét, em dua con di dau vay?

Nguyét dung lai, chd cho chdng dén noi,
roi chi vao mit con, thit thit ké 1é:

- Anh c6 trong thdy vét lan d6 trén mat
con khong? B4 vira tat no ddy. N6 khoc ling
ngudi di. Em khong thé dé con ¢ day nita
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THU THUONG NHO

Al” cat nlra vang trang?’-Anh ché ngang con gio.
Ai “bé d6i cau tho?” -Anh chia niva vang may!
Va gom hét nang vang chiéu thuwong nho...
GUWi vé em hong téc lua bay bay.

Kia Thu dén! May tr&i troi lang dang.

La vang roi anh ng& got phiéu bong
Chiéu c6 quan-Bén hién vang nang quai.
Gilr di em! mang &m sw&i mua dong.
Hay & lai! dirng chia xa Thu nhé!

Dé |4 vang, néng nhat trai qua song.
Cung trang t6-Nhw long anh néi khé...
Tinh tr&m nam g&i gdm ang may hong.
Thu di xa! -Khéng,Thu & lai.

Thu chét rdi? -Thu séng mai ngan nam.
Thu bt diét! téc dai bay trong gid.
Goét Thu mém mang hoai niém xa xam.
Ta ngay 4y chém tinh mua tréng té.
Anh tha huong 6m gidc mong Nghé Thuong.
Em dong rudi dong d&i bao séng gio.
Khéi tinh chung em trai khdp muén phuong.
Nhw hen wéc! Thu vang anh tré lai.
Goc troi xwa in dau budi dau yéu.
Con dwéng nhd 14 me mém 16i ci.
Béng ai chim? -Nghe hoang vang tich liéu!

THIEN BUC

dugc dau. Em dang tinh bé n6 sang & nhd nha
chi Kim, ban em, mot vai bita roi s& tinh sau.

Béang d6 gay mat 1én:

- Ong gi ma ac doc voi chau nhu vay? N6
méi bon tudi, nd biét gi ddu ma danh no. Anh
ciing khong mudn tré lai cai nha nay nita.
Anh di voi em dén nha chi Kim r6i anh sang
& nhd chd chi Linh va anh Khanh.
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Hai vo chdng yén ling bé bé Chi dén nha
Kim vira lic Kim di lam vé. Nghe Nguyét noi
chuyén hoan canh gia dinh, Kim von va:

- Nha chi kha rong rai. Ca hai vg chéng
em va bé Chi cit ¢ day voi anh chi r0i moi
chuyén s€ tinh sau.

Téi hém d6 khong thiy vo chong Bang
va bé Chi dau, 6ng Thong Hoach héi vo:

- Méy d6 méc dich d6 di dau roi?

Ba Théng Hoach doan:

- Gid nay chung né khong vé tuc la
chiing n6 bo di roi. Khong biét chui ric vao
dau. Thé nay thi that 1 x4u hd véi ba con.

Ong Thong Hoach mit van con hdm ham:

- Minh s€ phai triéu tdp mdt toa an gia
dinh dé xir hai dtra nay vé toi bat hiéu.

Ong con dinh noi gi nita; nhung ong vira
thidy Luat Su Thuan dang tir ngoai duong di
vao. Ong voi ra mé ctra. Sau vai cau chao hoi
xa giao, Luat Su Thuan vao dé ngay:

- Khach hang cta chau lan nay 1a mot
nguoi My, tén Brian Kurt. Anh ta 1a nghi
pham trong vu giét mot ngudi dan ba dé cudp
ctia. Brian Kurt da di tién do-la My cho nan
nhén vai ba 1an rdi nén nan nhan hoan toan tin
anh ta. Lan cuéi cung anh ta ndi voi nan nhén
1a anh ta c6 thé ddi cho ba 4y muoi lim ngan
d6-la; nhung anh ay mudn liy vang 14 chu
khong lay tién Viét. Ba dy di mua sin mot
tram lugng vang la dé cho anh ta mang do-la
dén. Chang ngo, khi thiy vang, Brian Kurt rat
sung ban chét nan nhan ngay tai chd, réi cudp
s0 vang chay ra xe. Theo bao cdo cua gia
dinh, canh sat d3 bat duoc nghi can. Chau
cling chi nho bac ndi véi anh Khoa cho khéach
hang cua chau dugc tai ngoai hau tra. Chéu
mang theo ddy bdn chuc luong vang dé ta on
anh Khoi va mudi lwong dé biéu bac. Chau
cam on bac rat nhiéu. ‘

Ong Thong Hoach dem nhiing 11 d6 ké
lai v6i con trai truong. Khoa suy nghi vai
gidy rdi noi:
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- Pay 1a mdt vu sat nhan c6 muu tinh. Luét
khong cho phép tai ngoai hau tra vi nghi can s&
b6 tron. Nhung hin c6 quéc tich My, theo thoa
uoc My-Viét, hén s& duoc tra lai cho nha cAm
quyén My dé xir. Chéc tén nay ¢ nhiéu tién an
va dang bi truy nd, nén hén xin tai ngoai héu tra
dé trén luén. Hirm! Kho xtr qua. B6 nhé 1an sau
b nén hoi v kién con trude.

Roi ong Bién Ly mo ngan kéo cit may
chuc lugng vang di.

Ong Théong Hoach mim cudi ra vé. Ong
tinh nham, tir ngay Khoa 1én chirc bién 1y,
ong da gitp d& dugc nhiéu nguoi. Khong ai
quén on 6ng. Ong klem duogc it ra cling hon
hai trim lwong vang roi.

*

Tinh hinh Sai Gon ngay cang s6i dong.
Quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa da rut khoi
ving cao nguyén. Nhiéu co quan Hoa Ky di
dong cira. Nguoi ta nhén nhéo tim dudng
chay ra ngoai qudc.

Khoi va vo con di liy duoc vé may bay
Air France. Méy céi va-li vang bac, tién do-la
My, tién Franc, dd trang sic kim cuong va
quéan 4o da san sang. Ca gia dinh chi cho dién
thoai bao may bay dén phi truong 1a 1én xe.
Gia dinh Pai Ta Nghiém vao ¢ ngay trong Bo
Téng Tham Muu dé chd may bay Khéng
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa chd di. Linh va
Khanh khong tinh di tan di dau; nhung ciing
cubng cudng vi trudng hoc va cac vin phong
gido duc di doéng cira. Cubdi thang roi ma
khong dugc linh luong. Gia dinh Bang va
Nguyét cang tuyét vong hon. Ngay luong linh
ciing khong c6. Nguyét phai vé nha cha me
rudt xin gao tung bita.

Ngay 30 thang Tu, quan du kich vao dén
Sai Gon. Tuéng Minh da ra Iénh du hang. Gia
dinh Khoéi chd mai ma khong ai bao c6 may
bay. Gia dinh Pai Ta Nghiém chay ra phi
truong quan sw; nhung khong con thiy bong
mot chiéc may bay nao. Ca hai gia dinh voi
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chay sang nha 6ng Thong Hoach. Nhung nua
duong bi mot toan quan du kich chén lai, cudp
hét ctia cai, ca d6 trang stic deo trén nguoi.

My ngay sau, Khoa va Pai Ta Nghiém bi
dua di trai cai tao. Bang di trinh dién nhung vi
chi 14 linh tron, Bang dugc cho vé nha chd 1énh
sau. Khanh chi phai di hoc tip mot ngay roi
cling dugc cho vé tiép tuc day hoc.

Ong Thong Hoach lo so sudt ngay dém.
Ong s¢ quan gian thiy gia dinh 6ng chi c6
minh ong 14 dan 6ng, lai gia ca, chdm chap rdi
s& vao cudp cua. Ong duc vo ong di goi gia
dinh Bang va gia dinh Linh vé& & chung véi
ong. C6 dong ngudi, nhét 1 c6 Bang voi than
hinh lyc ludng thi ong yén long hon. Pang
lac cung quan vi khong co6 dong luorng, vo
chdng Linh va vo chdng Bang vui vé vé& &
chung v6i bd me.

Mot hdm ba Thong Hoach di tham ban
vé, ghé tai chong no6i nho:

- Toi nghe néi nguoi ta bo trdn ra ngoai
qudc bang duong bién nhidu lim. Nguoi ta
n6i c6 tau My chd sin & ngoai khoi; hé ra
duoc hét hai phan la dugc vot. Co nhiéu
nguoi vuot bién sang Ma Lai A, Phi Luat
Tan, Thai Lan hay Hong Kong.

Ong Thong Hoach nghe thé thi trim
ngam. Ong suy nghi ca ngay hom d6. Ngay
hém sau 6ng ban véi vo:

- Hay la t6i cu heu tron di bang duorng bién.
Ra duoc ngoai qudc rdi toi s& lam gidy to dé
don ba va cic con sang theo dudng 16i chinh
thie. Pan ba di trén bang duong bién nguy
hiém 1am. Nhiéu dan ba, con gai da bi hai tac
Théi Lan bit dem ban cho nhitng 6 mai dam.

Ba Thong Hoach ban thém:

- Néu 6ng mudn di thi nén ru thiang Bach
va thang Khanh ciing 8i. C6 b6, ¢6 con 8¢ ma
nuong dua 1an nhau, lac khoé manh ciling nh
khi dau yéu.

Ong Thong Hoach gat dau:

- Ba n6i phai. Dé t6i ban véi hai dira.
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Béang va Khanh nghe 6ng Thong Hoach
r tron ra nude ngoai thi chiu ngay. Tinh hinh
kinh t& qua bi dat, cong viéc khong co, moi
thir #&u kham hiém, nan lam phat gia ting boi
phan Bang phai di dap xe xich 16 ma khong
kiém dia com cho vo con. Ong ba Thong
Hoach da htra s& nu6i ca hai gia dinh cho dén
khi Bang va Khanh kiém duoc tién & ngoai
qudc dé giri vé& nudi vo con.

Bang dugc trao nhiém vu di tim duong day
dé trén bang thuyén ra ngoai qudc. Hai ngay sau
Béng bao cao véi ong Thong Hoach:

—‘Chuyén di nay do chinh céc can b cao
cip tb chirc dé 1dy tién. Mdi ngudi phai nop
muoi hai lugng vang trudce khi 1én tau. Tau co
thé ché duoc mot trim sau muoi nguoi va s€
101 bén Thit Thiém ntra dém ngay mét.

Ong Thong Hoach hé ha ldy ngay ba
muoi sau lugng vang dua cho Bang. Ong dé
ba muoi lugng ¢ nha cho vg 6ng ban dan di
ma ti€u dung. Mot tram nam muoi luong con
lai ong dé vao mot cdi bao dai giéng nhu mot
cai that lung c6 nhiéu ngin nho ma vo ong di
may cho 6ng. Ong Thong Hoach quén cai thét
lung vang d6 vao ngudi, vong 1én vai, xubng
lung va thit day ngay trudc nguc. Tong cong
s6 vang 6ng deo trén ngudi co dén gan nim
ky-16 lam 6ng di lai ndng nhoc, thd hén hén.
Théy vay, vo 6ng ban:

- Sao ong khong chia s vang d6 ra lam
ba dé thang Bang va thang Khanh mdi nguoi
deo ho mot phf?m cho do nang.

Nhung 6ng Thong Hoach gat di:

- Ba khong nghe nguoi ta noi dong tién
lién véi khiic ruét hay sao? Tién ciia ciia minh
thi minh gitr, chtr biét ai ma tin? Chung n6 tré
nguoi, non da; 1oi bi nguoi ta lra bip léy mat
thi dem ching n6 ra ma kién hay sao? V4 lai tu
day ra bén Thi Thiém thi ngdi xe 6m, chi di
mdt quing ngin 1 d&én tau; roi 1én tau thi ngdi
yén mét chd, chir co di dau ma lo nang nhoc.
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Trude khi chdng va con trai cting con ré stra
soan ra di, ba Thong Hoach can dan Bang:

- B6 con gia r0i, tinh tinh 14m cam. Me
biét c6 nhiéu khi bd con khong cong bang voi
con; nhung tinh nghia bd con thi khong bao
gid bdé dugc. Con phai hira véi me 1a con sé&
hét Iong sin soc cho bd con.

Bang vui vé dap:

- Con htra v6i me nhu vay.

Tau roi bén dung nhu dy dinh. Khong ai
lo s¢ bi chan lai hoi gidy to hay lam phién ha
gi. Chu tau khong gidu giém 1a di chia chac
vO1 cac can bo cao cép va duogc bao dam la
tau sé ra khoi ém thim.

Mat troi da 1én cao khi tau ra khoi hai phan
Viét Nam. Khong khi trong veo, 4m 4p, lan gié
nhé nhe nhu nang bong tinh thin moi ngudi 1én.
Ai ndy cudi cudi ndi néi vui vé. Nguoi ngudi
déu dua méit nhin ra tin chan troi xa tham,
mong duoc thiy bong mot chiée tau 16n. Roi
sudt ca ngay hom ay van khong thiy bong mot
con tau nao; nhung khong ai thit vong.

DPém hom sau gi6 thoi manh hon. Con tau
nho chao qua, chao lai. Hau hét moi nguoi
trén tau déu say song, nén oe, nam ngon
ngang. Tiéng tré con khoc the thé pha 1an véi
tiéng ho su su ciia nguoi 16n cang gy thém
mot tinh trang khan truong. Séng bién dap
manh vao thanh tau, hit nudc 1én tung toé
khip noi. Thuyén trudong hd hao nhimng ngudi
con du sire gitp mic nude do ra ngoai tau.

Chung troi 10 mo sang thi gié bot thoi,
nhung suong mu day dic, ngudi ding cach
nhau mét mét ma khong nhin r6 mat nhau. Ca
tau yén lang nhu to. Moi nguodi da mét nhoai,
khong con mudn dong day.

Ong Thong Hoach dua tay run run vao
tai 40 im miéng com nim cubi cung dua Ién
mi¢ng. Hom 1én tau, ai cling tin rang chi hai
ba ngay la dugc tau 16n vét hay it ra cling toi
dugc Thai Lan, nén ai cling chi mang theo
Ivong thuc du ba ngay théi. Chu tau ciing
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khong mudn ai mang theo nhiéu do an, sg tau
khong du stc chd. Ong Théng Hoach dua
méit mot vong quanh tau va thiy Bang dang
1ai hai & cudi tau, gitp ngudi thg may. Khanh
vira di sang phia bén kia tau, chd c¢6 ciu tiéu.

Mii dén qua trua, suong mu mai tan di.
Moi ngudi bdt lo sg; nhung ai cling déi meo.
Db dn mdi ngudi mang theo da can. Mot sd it
gao chil tau chtra trong kho khéng du nau
com cho moi ngudi. Chu tau dem ra nu chdo
dé chia cho nhiing tré em dudi bon tudi va
nhitng ngudi that gia yéu. Nudc udng ciing da
hét. Bang bé cai thung bang gb chira nyde 14t
ngyoc 1én va himg dyoc gan mot ly dya cho
mdt ngyoi 0an ba ¢ con con bu.

Man dém budng xuéng, gi6 lanh lam moi
ngudi run cam cap. Mot mau den kit phu kin
con tau. Séng van vd manh. Mot su so hai lan
tran ra khip moi nguoi. Ai ndy nin tho. Co
nhiing tiéng cau kinh si sao pha 1an véi nhimng
céu k€ “Nam Mo A Di Da Phat”.

Bong c6 tiéng mot nguoi dan ong la lén:

- C6 tau 16n dang tién vé phia minh.

Moi ngudi nhin theo hudng tay nguoi dan
ong chi. Roi tat ca cling nhan ra anh den roi tir
chiéc tau 16n phong ra. Ai nay cung la Ién:

- C6 tau 16n dén kia rdi.

Nguoi thuyén trudng néi 1on:

- Khong chéc ho di nhin thdy minh. Dé
t6i dot mot cay phdo bong t6i c6 mang san
day. Neu ho nhin thiy phéo bong, ho s& biét
minh can cap clru.

Phao bong phong 1én, rdi nd tung, chiéu
sang mot ving bién. Vai phat sau co tiéng coi
hu tir chiéc tau 16n vang 1én va nhiéu dén roi
nhitng chum 4anh sing hudéng vé& chiéc tau
nho. Ngudi thuyén truong la 1én:

- Ho thay minh rdi.

Vira lic d6 mot lan séng 16n tir dau do
ram xubng chiéc tau ché nguoi ti nan. Tau
mat thing bang d6 nghiéng vé mot bén. Nudc
tran vao nhu thac 1ii. Ngudi thi bi hat xudng
O 60

bién; ngudi thi bi song kéo di; ngudi khac thi
nhay liéu ra 8¢ tranh con tau dang chim dan
khoi mat nudce.

Béng Vl‘lng Vﬁy ndi 1én khoi mat nudc.
Anh dén roi tir chiéc tau 16n cho Bang thay
canh cuc ky hon don ¢ chung quanh: Quén
40, vt dung ndi 1énh bénh pha lan véi nhing
bong nguoi nira ndi, nira chim, chan tay qud
quang nhu cb tim mot vat gi dé bam viu vao.
Thiy cai thung gd dung chira nudc ndi gan
d6, Bang nhoai minh lai, dua canh tay quang
léy. Béang dua mit that nhanh ra chung quanh
dé tim ong Thong Hoach va Khanh. Cung
mot lac Bang nhin thdy ca hai ngudi cach
Bang khoang mudi mét, mdi ngudi mot phia
v6i Bang ngay chinh giita. Bang hoang hot,
cubng cudng. Bang phai ctru mot ngudi trudc
roi méi vong lai ciru nguoi kia duoc. Nhung
clru ai trudc? Bang chi co mot gidy dé quyét
dinh. Oi mot gidy nay sao dai hon mot thé ky.
Trong cai khoang thoi gian ngan ngui va ciing
dai 1€ thé d6, tram ngan hinh anh chay qua tri
Bang: Hinh anh Khanh tho chiéc nhin cudi
dua cho Bang. Hinh anh cai tat tir ban tay 6ng
Thong Hoach con lan trén ma Bé Chi. Nhiing
c4i nhin han hoc, byc boi cua Bé. Nhimng 161
1& diu dang day triu mén cua ngudi anh ré.
Nhirng 101 can dan cia me trudce khi chia tay.
Nhiing 16i Bang hita véi me. Bang nham mit
lai, khong dam suy nghi niia.

Tac gia tam ngung o dady dé moi qui vi
déc gia lam c6 van cho Bang, nhdn vit chinh
trong truyén. Xin qui vi khuyén Bang nén lam

gi? Citu ai trudc, ai sau, vi sao? Bang chi co
mot vai gzay daé quyet dinh, qui vi doc gia co
tat ca ngay gio- dé suy nghi, dan do. Xin qui vi
vui long gii ¥ kién ciia qui vi vé dia chi email:
familypham@aol.com

Tac gia xin cam on qui vi trueoc.

Xin qui vi dén doc Phin 2 va ciing la
phan cudi trong C6 Thom s6 61.

73


mailto:familypham@aol.com

Str MENH VIET QUA CA DAO

Trich trong
“Con Dwong Van Héa Viét Nam”

Nguyén Van Nhiém

D o chanh sach dong hoa khic nghiét trong
thoi gian dai trén ngan ndm Bic thudc

cua dé quoc phong kién Tau van hoéa
Viét truyén thong phai tim cach 4n minh qua
nhimg hinh thie truyen khau nhu ca dao,
truyén cd, huyén thoai ngan gon v6i nhiéu hinh
anh biéu tuong, an du. Trong khi dé, gioi hu
Nho chiu dnh huong lau doi van héa nd dich,
coi khinh ca dao dan toc qua cau: “ Nom na
mach qué . Pén nhu Vua Ty Plic ma con
khong thira nhn gié tri ciia huyén thoai va da
phé binh huyén thoai 13 “ ma trau than rdn <
thi noi chi dén thoi van minh vét chat, duy Iy,
duy vat vé sau. Nhitng ngudi theo quan diém
duy kién phu nhén gia tri cua huyén sir, con
nhitng ngudi theo quan diém triét hoc duy ly
Tay hoc thi chudng Iy luén phan minh, nhiing
ban van mach lac, chtt khong chiu dé y dén
nhitng tu tudng uyén nguyén cd dong bing
nguyén ngdn cua ca dao, hay so nguyén tuong
cta truyén cb, huyén thoai. Chwa khai quat
dwoc kho tang vin héa truyén théng Viét thi
van ménh dat nudc bap bénh, d& bi 16i cudn, bi
ddng hoa, khong bao gid xac dinh dugc si
m¢nh cua dén tdc.

O day, trén “ Con dwong vin héa Viét «
lich st va sit ménh dugc trinh bay qua ca dao,
1a tiéng néi cua dan gian phan anh nhiing tu
tuoéng uyén nguyén tir tiém thirc cong thong
cua dan toc, cho théy st ménh da co tir lau
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rOi. Nhiing sy kién dugc ca dao néu Ién
thuong c¢6 an tugng sdu sic vi nd 1a ngudn
cam hung that sy cua nhiing thi si binh dan.
Ngay nhimg truyén tich, truyén cd, thuong
ngudi ta cho rang roi rac, dy vay ma co nhung
truyén rat sau sac vi du truyén “ Con coc la
cdu ong Troi ¢

Xua, c6 nam Troi lam han han da lau, moi
loai khong ¢6 nudc nhao nhao muén lam loan.
C6 con coc tirc gian quyét 1én tan Troi hoi cho
ra I€. Cung di c6 ong V&, ga, cop.

Lén dén cira nha Troi, coc lién nhay vao
truge. Coc thdy Troi dang ngdi danh to tom
voi may ong Tién, coc phung mang tron mat
nhay ngay vao gilta dia noc ngoi chém hém.
Troi thay vay, gian lam, thét 1én, ra 1énh cho
linh ra danh coc. Céc ra hi€u cho ong vé bay
vao chich. Linh dau bo chay tan loan. ROi
Than Sdm, Than Sét duoc 1énh, ben gam thét
thi uy. Ga lién nhay vao md, Sam Set cung
bo chay. Troi cang tirc gian, truyén cho Than
Thién Cau x6ng vao sua can lung tung. Cop
lién nhay vao vung moéng vubt, Than Thién
céu chay trdi chét. T6i day, Troi danh chiu
phép, xudng nudc nho va thoa man yéu sach
ctia coc. Troi bén goi Than Vil Sty lo viée
lam mua cho kip thoi. Troi cam két lam ding,
bon coc méi chiu vé. Qua that ngay hom iy
va mdy ngiy sau do, troi mua déu dan.

Troi mé danh t6 tdm bo phé cham soc viée
tran gian 14 trai Pao, vi da lam mit mbi giao
hoa Troi- Dét tu can co. Truyén tuy don gian,
nhung lai 1a céi don gidan chita so nguyén
tuong Troi- Dat cho nén vuot thoi gian. Coc
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1a hinh anh ngudi dan, Troi 13 hinh anh triéu
dinh, nha cam quyén.

“ Con coc la cgu ong Troi ““, nghia 1a cdc qui hon
Troi, dan qui hon vua, hon nha cam quyén.

“ Con coc la cgu nha Nho “, coc dd qui hon
Troi thi duong nhién qui hon nha Nho, nghia
la dan qui hon quan , cho nén mdi co6 cau: “
Quan nhat thoi, dan van dai «

Troi qua that khong bang coc vi khong tu
gidc lam tron chirc nang ctia minh. Gia st coc
cu ngéi trong hang, thap c6 bé miéng khong
kéu thau dén Troi thi chi chét kho. Hodc gia
coc di mot minh dén cira Troi thi cling bi bon
linh nha Troi xua dudi, Thién Lbi dap dep 1ép
nhu con tép, rdi con bi Thién Ciu xé xac. Noi
1a Thién Cau cho ra phong cach nha Troi chir
theo nhén xét cua coc thi ching chi 1a loai
choé co6 khac gi ¢ tran gian, chi chd chyc 1énh
Troi 11 cin bay sua can, gop cop thu thiét
rung Chau Pha thi riu riu cup dudi. Céc khon
ngoan, biét gia tri ctia sy hop quin giy stc
manh, biét 18 c4i thé, c4i thoi co, nén Troi
cling phai chiu thua. Céc tuy nhd, ma that
khong nhé chat nao, céc da budc Troi phai
lam ding st ménh cua minh 1a Thién ménh,
nhu vdy, coc da vach ra dugc Sur ménh cho
minh va dong loai rdi chir con gi nita.

“ Con chau Rong Tién “da trd thanh biéu
tugng cao quy vé ngudn gbe, dong gidng cua
dan toc. Biéu tugng d6 da noi 1én cai nguyén ly
uyén nguyén cta Pao Viét la nguyén Iy Am
Duong ludng hop théi hoa. Roi cai boc Trim
trimg, biéu tugng cho nhom Bdch Viét, da ghi
an dau trong ngdn nglr ma cho méi tdi bay gio
khap moi mién dit nudc ai ciing biét 14 chir
dong bdao, dé chi nhimg con ngudi cling mot
boc ma ra. Pay 1a chir rat thuong dung dbi véi
cac chinh khach trong nhiing 161 kéu goi:

“ Hoi quoc ddan dong bao!”

Noi Rong, gibng Tién twong sinh, tuong
khic, cho nén co sum hop thi ciing ¢ luc
phan ly. Nhung ngay lién sau d6 lai vang 1én
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10 kéu goi tha thiét tir tinh nghia thim sau: «
Dit cho lén niii , xuéng miede, nhung cé viéc
thi ciing nghe, khéng dwoc bo nhau..” va dé
roi « gap nhau noi Twong Da ” (Truyén
Hong Bang Thi). Chit Twong ( Tuong Da ) 1a
nét dic trung cta Triét Iy ludng hop thai hoa.

Truyén banh day banh chung dua dén cau
phuong ngén: *“ Me tron con vuong “da di vao
huyen sir. Vudng tron 1a hinh tuong biéu thi
Dt Troi, nguyén Iy Am Duong ludng hop.
Lang Liéu da thau hiéu Pao Viét, co kha nang
mang 1y tudng vao cudc sdng hién thuc, thé
hién Pao Trung Hiéu, dem lai canh Thai Hoa
cho muon dan. Cho nén trong cudc thi gia
chanh thoi Hung dé chon ngudi ké nghiép,
Lang Liéu ximg dang duoc truyén ngéi. Chon
nguoi ké nghiép nhu vay la truyén Hién theo
dudng 161 nhan trj rat Iy tuong.

Dén doi Hung Vuong 18, Son Tinh, Thay
Tinh xung khic cyc do, nguyén 1y ludng hop
thai hoa khong con dugc tran trong nita, khién
triéu Hing dén sup d6 hoan toan.

Duéi triéu Thuc Phan An Duong Vuong,
do am muu chinh tri bat chanh cua Triéu ba,
Trong Thity danh trio 13y né than gay ra tham
canh: My Chau bi cha chém, Trong Thuay
nhay xubng giéng tu tir. Am duong chia cach
tir day. Tinh yéu hoéa thanh cam hon:

“ Cam hon giéng ngoc tran ddy,
Mau pha thanh lity, ngan cdy bong ta.”
Tuong truyén rang mau cia My Chau chay
xudng nudc, nhimg con trai dn vao hoa thanh
ngoc. Pem ngoc 4y dén rira voi nudc giéng,
noi Trong thity trdam minh thi sic ngoc trd
nén ruc ro.

Tir d6 trd vé sau, nude Viét Nam con trai qua
nhiéu lan phan chia: muoi hai sir quan, Nam
Béc tridu, Trinh Nguyén phan tranh. Thoi ky
nay kéo dai khién dan tinh that 1a khon kho, dat
nudce ki€t qué, cho nén ca dao kéu goi:

“ Khén ngoan doi ddp nguoi ngodi,

Ga cung mot me cho hoai da nhau.”
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Té hai hon nira, nhitng ké vi quyén loi ca
nhan hay dong tdc, be dang cam tdm rudc
ngoai nhan vé day xéo T quéc nhu Tran Di
Ai, Tran fch Tac, Lé Chiéu Théng ... dé tiéng
xau muén doi. Vé diéu nay, tuc ngir ¢6 ciu:

“ Rude voi day ma To «
sk
“ Cong ran cdn ga nha
Ca dao ciing chi cho thiy cai nguyén nhan
phéan quc trén 1a do cin bénh 14 1an, ba danh lgi:
“ Thuong ai chdn gid khong phan,
Ma dem danh loi cach ngan dong bao.”

Liy no than dugc dic ché tir mong rua
than, 1a biéu tugng tinh hoa vin hoa Viét,
Dao ludng hop thai hoa. Tir khi 13y nd than bi
trdo, van hda ngoai lai né dich tran ngap,
giéng ngoc bo hoang cho réu phu, cho nén
van nudc long dong, hét nan ngoai xam dén
ndi chién, hét nodi chién lai dén ngoai xam.
Pao da hong, d4t nude nhu con tau thiéu la
bém ngudi ta dd quén hét 16i day cua T6 tién

la: “ Gap nhau noi Twong Gia . Gap g lam
sao duqc khi d3 quén mat chit Twong, ct mot
chiéu ma di. Ca dao 12 tiéng noi tir tiém thirc
cong thong thdm sdu cua dan tdc, tiét 16 chan
1y uyén nguyén, ma it ai chiu dé y:
“ Phuong hoang chat canh duéi di,

Bt con bim bip dem vé ma nuéi.”

Hét Tau r0i lai dén Tay, thoi no ciing déu
rude cai van hoa mot chiéu bén ngoal vao, chi
loanh quanh 6 vong ngoai ddy mdu thudn, ma
thiéu chiéu sdu tam linh thong hoi, cho nén chi
chay theo danh loi, bé duong Trung nghia:
“Gom thay thoi buéi Tay Tau,

B6 dwong trung nghia, ham cau loi danh.”

D1 nhién day cling 1a chu truong van hoa
n6 dich cua dé qudc nham tiéu diét y thuc doc
lap dan toc, tao ra tang 16p no 1& dé dé thong
tri va dong hoa.

Nho gido cho dén thoi vua Tu Dlrc ma thuc
chat 1a Han Nho da kan kiét strc song, vi chi
chudng hinh thirc, thiéu chiéu sau tdm linh,
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mét han tinh ludng hop thai hoa truyén thong
Dao Viét. Hai céu chot trong bai tho “ Thu
nhan * ciia Cao Ba Quat, mot nha Nho bat
ddc chi thoi nay da noéi 1én tinh canh do:

“ Qudn bt kién Hoang Ha chi thiiy,
Thién thirong lai, bon heu déo hai bat phuc hoi*:

Lam chi cho mét mét doi.”

(Anh khong thdy nudc song Hoang Ha,
tir troi roi xudng, chay tudn ra bién khong
quay trd lai )

Tac gia phat biéu mot hién twong thudc
vat 1y khong ding véi su that, roi lai di dén
két luan tiéu cuc, chan doi. Tai sao? Xin thua
1a & chd khéng quay tré lai, nghia 1a chi biét
c6 mot chidu. Panh ring :

“ Thoi gio tham thoat thoi dua,

NGO di di mai khong cho doi ai.

Nhung dic tinh ctia thé gioi hién tuong 1a
ctr d4o di d4o lai tuan hoan theo nghia twong
dbi, chir khong theo dudng thing.

Trong khi giéi Nho si ( ngoai trir rat hiém
nhiing bac dat Nho ) khu khu 6m cling gido diéu
“ Nam nit thu thy bat than “ thi nguoi binh dan
¢6 thai do nhu thé nao? Hiy nghe cudc db dap
sau day cua d6i nam nil:

« Tiéng anh an hoc cuu trao,
Chi ddu té giéng anh nam ché nao kéo lén?

2»

1- Naim dau thi so t6i troi,

Ném ngang khuc gitta so' loi thé gian.

Giéng sdu anh phai thong thang,

Kéo chi ddu lén ding kéo chét oan linh hon.”
2- Naim dau thi kho

Ndm c6 lai khong nén

Ndm chén tay thi 16i niém huynh dé

Vay anh cu ” bo lang ““ la hon.”

Dén khi Phap dit nén méng d6 ho thi nén
van minh co khi, vt chit tran vao Viét Nam,
lai c6 cudc d6 dap phan anh khuynh hudng
nghiéng vé ich dung vat chét:

“ Thay anh hay chit, em héi thir doi 10i,
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Thang Tdy né gidng ddy thép gitta troi

lam chi?
- Tay giang day thép giita trov,
Cho anh co viéc trao loi em hay.”
sksk
“ Thang Tdy ngoi nghi ciing tdi,
Sinh ra dén may thap hodi nam canh.
Thang Tdy ngoi nghi ciing sanh,
Sinh ra tau dién chay quanh pho phuong.
“La ga * thi ¢ Thuy Chuong,
Day dong cét sat tim dwong kéo lén.
Bo6i bép cho chi béi ban,
Chay tién ky cuoc di lam so- vo.
Xuea nay cé thé bao gio,
Co cdi tau dién dung cho nga ba.
Dan 6ng cho chi dan ba,
HE tau vira dén ldy da nhay lén.
Ba xu ghé gé ré tién,
Ndam xu ngoi ghé dém béng.
Hdéi minh c6 suong hay khéng ho minh?”

Co khi thi sanh ra co tdm, nén van minh vét
chit ctia Tay phuong xem ra hap dan, nhung
xét vé vin hoéa thi triét hoc duy 1y nhi nguyén
chon mot béo mot, ol duy vat cling khong ra
ngoai ludn ly hinh thitc nay, cho nén cang
thiéu phan tam linh, 13 yéu t6 gitip con ngudi
thing tién theo hudng thanh Nhdn. Cho nén
con ngudi 1am vao canh vong thdn trim trong:

“B6 duong trung nghia, ham cdu loi danh”

Lich st Viét Nam 1a lich st ddu tranh toan
dién, déu tranh véi thién nhién, dau tranh
chéng gidc ngoai xam, d4u tranh cho tu do,
doc lap vé chinh tri cﬁng nhu van hoéa, thi
van hoa co minh triét “vudng tron’ " lam dinh
hudng can d6i. Vuéng xay dung doi song vat
chét, nay dugc tang cuong bang khoa hoc ky
thuat, trong khi van duy tri va phat huy truyén
thong tam linh ( zron ), cho nén co khi héa
cong nghiép dé phuc vu nhan sinh ma khéng
so bi co tam hoa.

Néu thira nhan tinh “ bdt phuc hoi “ nhu
Cao B4 Quat thi dwong nhién phd nhéan tinh
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tuan hoan cta C6 Loa phap xodn ¢ cua Dao
Viét, Triét Viét. Nguyén 1y tudn hoan theo Co
Loa phap khong lép lai y nguyén mot cach
may moéc nhu theo chu ky & mit phéng,
nhung ¢ day thudc 1anh vuc khong gian, nén
n6 bao ham ¥ nghia ludng tinh: vira hang, vira
chuyén. Hang 1a vi nhimg sy kién voi nhimng
dic tinh twong tw hinh nhu tai dién, nhung lai
trong mot thoi khong khac, nghia 14 c6 chuyén.
Chinh vi vay, ngum ta méi co thé hoc héi lich
su, noi guong t6t, tranh diéu xau rat kinh
nghiém va diéu chinh hudng tién. Nhu vay
nhiing su kién lich sir du quan trong nhu thé nao
di nira, cling chi dugc xem la mét trong nhiing
cdt moc chi dudng, chir chua phai 1a cai cung
dich, cho nén dimg dé bi cot chit vao do ( Co
Loa phap vé6i duong biéu dién hinh sin s& dugc
trinh bay & phan Viét Iy chuong cudi )

Nhing guong anh hing din toc chong
ngoai xam, cuu dan , ciru nudc, mudn doi
duoc ghi on:

“ Vitng vang thdp c6 ai xdy?

Bén kia Thu Thién, bén nay Duong Long.

Nude séng trong do long ddu bé,

Tiéng anh hing tac dé nghin thu.

Xa xa con én liéng mui,

Tiém long héi chon van du doi ngay.”

( Thap Cham, Thu Thién, Duong Long &
Binh Khé, noi c¢6 cudc khoi nghia cua Tay
Son va vé sau 1a khu khang chién cua Mai
Xuan Thuong chéng Phap. )

Anh hung khong phai chi c6 nam nhi, ma
ca nit nhi cling c6 mat, nhiéu khi con di tién
phong nita nhu guong Hai Ba Trung va Ba
Trigu. Trong dan gian c6 cham ngon:

“ Gidc dén nha, dan ba phai danh”
Va ca dao da ca tung phu nit nhu sau:

“ Phan son té diém son ha,

Lam cho ré mat dan ba nuwéc Nam.”

Cau néi lich str bat hu ctia Ba Triéu 1a mot
trong nhitng ngon dudc soi sang va ham nong
dong sir ménh muén doi, 1a tim guong cho hau
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thé: « T6i muon cwdi con gié manh, dap dwong
song dit, chém cd trang kinh ¢ bién Dong, quét
sach bo c6i dé citu dan ra khéi noi dam duoi,
chir khéng thém bdt chwde nguoi doi ciii dau
cong lung lam ti thiép cho nguoi ta.” ( Viét St
Tan Bién- Pham Van Son )

Nguogc lai, cling 6 nhimng ké theo chan aé
quoc, rude gidc vé gidy xéo qué huong, sat
hai dong bao dé tiéng x4u mai mai vé sau.
Nhirng hanh vi nho nhudc d6, ca dao ghi la:

“ Céng ran cdn ga nha
“ Rude voi gidy ma 16

Thé hé tré hoc lich sir véi ¥ thirc sir ménh
trude hét 1a noi guong anh hung, liét n@t, duy
tri va phat huy Tinh Viét, sau d6 1a tranh va
ngin nglra mam méng phan dan, hai nudc.

Nguoi ta thuong hay noi: “ Lich sur luén
luén tdi dién “, cho nén moi cong dan phai
hoc hoi lich sir dé rat kinh nghiém ma dau
tranh, hanh ddng sao cho st ménh khong tro
thanh dinh ménh nghiét nga. Nan ngoai xam
la quéc nan, hét Tau dén Tay, hét Tay lai dén
Tau. Trong nhitng giai doan khong may nay
cia dong st mé¢nh, thuong xay ra nhiing “
chuyén la doi ”:

“ Chuyén dau co chuyén la doi,
Quadn di theo gidc bat nguoi lanh ngay.
Nghin nam nho mai nhuc nay,
Theo Tdy dwoc thd, danh Tay bi tu.”

D6 1a thiéu s6 ham b loi danh theo giic,
con dai da sb giit 1ong trung nghia, chinh truc,
khoéng nao ning, nga long:

“ Cho dung ké gian, ché oan nguoi ngay,

Ché thdy séng ca ma ngd tay chéo.”

skkok
“ Chang lo dudi thé san hwou,
Rong con uon khiic ¢ ao doi thi.
Kinh nghé vui thu kinh nghé,
Tép tom thi lai vui be tép tom.
Xem loai ban tho buén hum,
Thdy moi nhu tri boi tham mdc do...”
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Dat nude co dia hinh “ rong uén khic “ 1a
déat nude co nhiéu anh hung, 1iét nit, cho nén
c6 thuyét “Pja linh nhéan kiét « tir thoi Dinh
Khoéng, La Bao dé cung ¢d, néu cao hao khi
cho dan toc thi lién bi Cao Bién ra tay trdn
yém. Théat ra, d6 chi la mat tran chién tranh
tam 1y nham dé bep ¥ chi quat cuong va ¥
thire ty chu cia dan ta dé don dudng cho
tham vong x4m luoc lau dai cua dé quic, gay
ra bao ndi théng kho, chia ly:

“ Cao Bién oi héi Cao Bién,
Bién cao chi lam cho phién long ta.
Birc twong giang cach ly xa,
Chang Nam thzep Bac kéu la thdu troi.”
Tuong truyén rang Cao Bién theo lénh
vua Duong sang nudc Nam ( 865 ) tim pha
cac thé dat co long mach. Bién c&i dicu v&
bang but phu phép bay di khip noi dé thuc
hién muu gian. Dan ching odn hén. Do gip
riit, am binh do Bién 1am phu phép sai khién
con non nét, nén moi muu gian khong
thanh.Do ddy ma c6 ca dao nhu sau:
“ Lo ro nhir cua bo ddt cdt
Ldy bay nhiw Cao Bién ddy non.”
Lai cling c6 ca dao:
“ Buoc chdn lén déo Ca
Thdy ma éng Cao Bién
C6 doi chim hac dang chuyén nhanh mai.”

Ma & day 1a ma gia, cht that ra Cao Bién
khi thit bai, di chay vé Tau. Cho nén dit &
deo Ca van la dat lanh, ma da la dat lanh thi
chim dau: « C6 déi chim hac dang chuyén
nhanh mai.” ( Chim hac 1a vat biéu ctia dong
gidbng Lac Hong , hoa mai 1a tiéu biéu cho
nguoi quan tu )

N6 luc ciia Cao Bién khong c6 tac dung,
khi thiéng cua nuéc Nam van con ghi nhin
mai vé sau:

“ Ngé vé Linh Pong mdy mo

Nho Mai nguyén sodi dung co danh Tay

Song Con khi can khi day
Khi thiéng dat nwée noi ndy con ghi.”
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(Song Con chay ra ctra Thi Nai ¢ Binh
Dinh. Mai nguyén sodi: Mai Xuan Thuong
khoi nghia chong Phap )

Song song v&i cong cudc ddu tranh chdng
ngoai xam, dan Viét con phai vat va chéng
thién tai.

Cau chuyén huyén thoai “ Son Tinh, Thiy
Tinh “ cho thdy su dau tranh ay rat cam go,
dai dang:

“Ong tha ma ba chang tha

Dadnh nhau mét trdn ham ba thang muoi.”

(O Viét Nam vao khoang him ba thang
mudi hang ndm thuong co6 bao lyt 16n)

Tuc nglt c6 noi: “ Cdi kho bo cai khon “
cho nén nguoi Viét da tor lau biét thuét tri
thuy: dé diéu, dan thiy nhap dién, tudi tiéu.

Viée deé diéu:

“Cay cao chcfng quan gio lay
Pé cao chiang quan nweGe séng tran vao.”

skskk

“ Con chim xanh ddau nhanh du du

Nhdc dan lang nhiém vu h dé

Quan chi céng viéc ning né

Cét sao bao vé duwogc dé vitng vang

H$ dé cé tong co lang

H¢ dé dau phai mét lang ma théi
Dix muea dir ndng mdc troi
Lang trén xém dwdi ngudi ngudi quyét tim
Khé khan ciing phai ddn thén
Lo xong bon phdn céng dan moi nguoi.”

Viéc tudi tiéu:

“ Trong trau thi phdi khai mwong

Lam trai hai v phai thwong cho dong.”

skskok

«“ Thu"ong em anh ciing muon thuong
Nueoe thi muon chay nhung murong chang dao

Em vé lo liéu thé nao

Pé cho nide chay lot vao trong mwong.”
skooksk

“Bilén ba la
Trdch ba véi ma chwa chiu thd gian
Ture minh bo doc bo ngang

SO 60

Trach hong nhan vo duyén bac phan
Duyén ng ¢ gan sao chang ddng xiung doi.”

Thuat tri thuy, tudi tiéu la phan ap dung
cua nguyén ly quan binh cua Dao thai hoa.
Nhiing céi 1y 1& ay lai thuong thdy trong ca
dao pha 1an v¢i tinh ty trai gai.

Thuat tri thuy khong phai chi c6 viéc be bd
khong thoi, ma con gom ca viéc khai thong
nira, néu khong thi hdy coi chimg hién tugng: «
Tirc nuwdc vo bo” nhu bai ca dao trén:

“ Trdch ba véi ma chua chiu thd gian
Ture minh bo doc bo ngang “

Trong tinh trang ngan song cam cho”
bat minh cta vua quan, mudn noi mdi luong
duyén thi phai bt cau thoi:

“ Anh vé xé gé cho day
Bdc cdu song cdi cho thay me sang
Thdy me sang em ciing theo sang
Do doc quan cam do ngang khéng chéo.”

Nén Minh triét cia Dao Viét xay dung
trén nguyén Iy luwong hop thai hoa Tién-
Réng, cho nén ngay tir budi dau ctia huyén su,
du phai chia ly vi tuong khic, ké 1én mién
nui, ngudi xudng vung bién, nhung lai c6 15
khuyén rang nhé gap nhau noi Twong Da . Co
di thi phai co vé méi 1a Pao ( luat tan-tu ).

Pi ra c6 cai loi cua viéc di ra, cho nén
trong dan gian tr lau da c6 chim ngon:

“Di mot ngay dang, hoc mot sang khon.”
Nhung dung qué say mé canh dep quyén ril
ctia cac loai ky hoa di thao ma quén 16i vé thi
s& mit vo nhu guong Dé Lai trong huyén str.
Cudc ra di ctia Nguyén Hoang 1a cudc phan ly
dau thuong, nhung lai m¢ ra thong 16 méi cho
dong sir ménh tién manh vé huéng Nam véi
cong cudc khai pha nhimng ving dat méi day
gian kho, nguy hiém. Dy 1a nhimg ving dat
xa la khong c6 ngudi hoac rat it nguodi &, dugc
ménh danh 1a viung “ ma thiéng nudc doc “
cho nén gia dinh nao c6 nguoi mao hiém di
khai phd, nguoi than cling lo léng:

“ Hai tay bum gao v6 nitng
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Pong Cam nude ddc anh dieng & lau.”

Déng Cam thudc Phu Yén va Binh Thuan
thot do chinh la vung rung séu, nude doc, lai
c¢6 rat nhiéu mudi giy ra binh sot rét rung
chét nguoi . Vi chua co thude trir sbt rét hiru
hiéu, chua c6 y thic khoa hoc, cho nén nguoi
ta cho rang nguyén nhan cai chét 1a do ma
thiéng & rung gdy ra. Ngoai ra trong rung
con c6 cop dit nira:

“ Cop Khanh Hoa, ma Binh Thudn.”

b6 chi moi la bude dau trén con dudng
khai pha, cang di sau Xuong phia Nam, con co
dia, c4 séu nira ciing rat dang ngai:

“U Minh, Rach Gid, Thi Qud, Son Truong
Dudi séng sau 16i, trén rimg cop dua.”
oksk

“ Chéo ghe so sdu cdn chdn

Xudng bung so dia, 1én rimg so ma.

Tuy nguy hlem nhu vdy, nhung cong cudc
khai pha lai rat hira hen cho tuong lai am no,
hanh phiic, cho nén van c6 hang hang 16p 16p
nguoi dan than , ma ca dao con ghi lai ddu tich
& nhan vat goi 1a “Ong Lit

“ Cam thwong Ong Lit ddi dau,
Cdi ve, cdi buit, cdi bau sau lung.”
koksk
“ Chiéu chiéu Ong Lit di cay,
Trdu 16i gdy dch, khoanh tay ngéi bo.”
oksk
“ Chiéu chiéu Ong Lit di cdu,
Ba Lit tat nudce, con ddu di mo.”
skoksk
“ Chiéu chiéu Ong Lit di cdu,
Sdu an Ong Lit chiti dau xuong séng.”
skksk
“ Chiéu chiéu Ong Lit di cdu,
Sau an Ong Lit biét ddu ma tim.
Tim vang tim bac dé tim,
Tim cha tim me kho tim em 0i!”

Ra di lam cudc phiéu luu 1a tdn ra vong
ngoai dé phong pht hoa bé“mg thau hoa sang
tao ( co thé tim duoc vang bac ), nhung cling
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dung quén quay vé nguon tam linh ndi tai la
trung tdm qui chiéu, 1a T tién, 1a qué huong
nhit quan ( Tim cha tim me ). Co nén tang
van hoa dan toc vimg chic thi khi giao luu
v6i nhitng nén vin hoa la méi cé y nghia tich
cuc, méi c6 kha ning tiép thu cai hay, loai trir
cai do, néu khong sé& c6 két qua nguoc lai.

Str ménh 1a van dé c6 lién quan dén quan
niém thoi gian, con nguoi va Tinh ménh, cho
nén ngoai hinh anh “ Con dwong “ nhu & “
Con dwong van héa “, con c6 thé lay hinh dnh
dong séng dé biéu tugng cho sir ménh ludn
ludn troi chay, bién dong. Nhung dong song
thudc nhién gioi, 1a cai da an bai, moi sy luu
chuyén theo dong song nhu vdy ma thiéu
phan ¥ chi cta con ngudi thi hdu nhu c6 ¥
nghia dinh ménh. Ca dao dua ra hinh anh con
thuyén di ngugc xudi trén dong song do va
con cd tac dong tich cuc cia con nguoi nita,
nao 1a  chéo chong *, “d‘b&ng miii, chju sao *
“lén thdc, xuong ghénh “. Con thuyén khong
nhimg chi di trén séng, ma con qua ho, bién
nita va huéng vé mot bén bo:

“ Lénh dénh da qua lénh dénh,
Chiéc thuyén dai hai dang dénh giita troi.”
*k%
“ Thuyén sao khong chon bén bo,
Nhu khéch thwong ho khi dén khi di.”
*hk
“ Séng ho mét dai con con,

Gap con song gio cho non tay chéo.

Yéu nhau sinh tir ciing liéu,

Thwrong nhau Idn suéi, qua déo c¢6 nhau.”
kksk
“ Ché thdy séng ca ma lo,

Song ca mdc song chéo cho co chirng.

Lam nguoi phai biét ddn do,

Phdai cdan nang nhe, phdi do nong sau.”

koksk
“ Chang gidm thi thuyén chdng di,
Gidm ra van ndt thuyén thi long danh.
Déi ta lén thdc xuong ghénh,
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Em ra dimg miii dé anh chiu sao.
Song Bo, song Ma, song Thao,
Ba ngon séng 4y d6 vao séng Gam.”
sk
“ Bién Thi Nai un un song gian,
Pd Phwong Mai khéng khang long trung.
Nuoe non la nudc non chung,
Rika thu non nudc ta cung phdi lo.
Thuyén nhé gié to,
Anh dung e ngai,
Anh chéo, em ldi,
Cudi bdi dau ghé‘nh
Quan gi song gio lénh denh,

Ngon rau tic dit mién dén on nhau.
skeksk

»

“Trén troi co sao Tua Rua,
O duwéi ha gidi dang mia chién tranh.

Mau roi thit nat tan tanh,

Mau trén dong ruéng, mdi tranh, bén do.
Em thuong dan téc xin ho,
Ho rang dén Viét phdi lo giir gin.
Lay Troi cho méu vé tim,
Mau dirng chay nita trén mién qué hirong.”

Méu toa ra khip chau than dé nudi song
co thé, nhung dimg dé « mdu roi thit nat tan
tanh “, ma hiy giit gin “ cho mdu vé tim
mdi ding 1a Pao Viét hop du ngoai ndi, vira
thanh céng ma cing thanh nhdn: ching
nhiing thanh céng ¢ lanh vuc xa hdi, ma con
huéng dan con ngudi cang ngay cang trd nén
nguoi hon nita, nghia 1a “ tdn ky tinh *, 1a dat
Tinh thé con nguoi.

Sau day 1a vai diéu phu chu, b tic cho dé
muc str ménh:

1- Néu mot dan toc khong c6 nén tang
van héa viing chic thi su ménh cua dan toc
d6 that bip bénh, khong thé nao biét dugc noi
dau s& 1a bén bo, ma hoan toan bi cudn hat
theo chiéu gi6. Trudng hop Viét Nam sau trén
mot ngan nam bi Tau d6 ho ma van giir dugc
ban sac riéng cua minh, vdy 1a phai nho co
mot nén tang nao d6. Theo giao sw Kim Dinh
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trong Viét Ly T6 Nguyén thi Viét Nho gdc
van héa ndng nghiép cua Viém Viét co tinh
triét Iy Vuong Pao khac v6i Han Nho vé sau
c6 pha trén tinh DPé Pao. Cho nén thoi Béc
thudc, nguodi Viét chdng dé qudc Tau quyét
liét vé chinh trj hon 1a van hoa. Ho chi chéng
ph?m van hda no dich xa la, con ph?m tinh hoa
cua Nho gido thi lai quen thudc véi Viét Nho
tich lity noi tiém thirc.

Trong thoi ky Tam gido dong nguyén, thoi
ky nudc Pai Vi€t hoan toan tu chu, su téng
hop ba ngudn tu twong 16n, ma thyc ra chi 1a
su tong hop giita Phat gido ( nguyén thuy) va
Nho Viét, boi vi Nho va Lao that ra ciling
cung mot géc van hda ndng nghiép cua Viém
Viét, Bach Viét, Lac Viét ca. Trong su téng
hop nay, mot bén 1a Phat gidao voi biéu tuong
vong tron tdm linh (con rin quan tron), mot
bén 1a Pao Viét véi biéu tugng vudng tron
(banh chung banh day) dung hop ca vat chat
1an tinh than, doi va dao. Két qua cia sy téng
hop nay dwong nhién gitr nguyén biéu tuong
vudng tron cua truyén théng van hoa dan toc,
nhung phan tron tdm linh dugc vun bdi thém
. Két qua cu thé 1a su ra doi cia Thién phai
Thio DPuong doi vua Ly Thanh Tong va
Thién phai Trac Lam doi vua Tran Nhéan
Tong. Su khac biét gitra hai Thién phai ¢ chd
Thién phai Thao Pudng chu yéu gianh cho
gidi vua quan, con Thién phai Tric Lam thi
chang nhiing gianh cho vua quan, ma con cho
cd dan ching nira, trong pham vi rong 16n
hon. Nhu vay la trong thdi Tam gido ddng
nguyén, nude Dai Viét da chu truong va thuc
hién phuong cham: “ Nita tu chdn chinh, nira
té quoc gia’

2- Thr tlm hiéu y nghia ctia s dai doan két
qua hinh anh con thuyén, biéu tuong cho st
ménh: Chiing ta hdy hinh dung c6 mot chiéc
thuyén dang 1am nguy, nghiéng han vé mot bén,
moi ngudi lai d6 x6 vé phia d6 goi 1a doan két
thi thuyén bj 1at up ngay, ma that ra phai phan
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tan vé phia d6i dién dé 1y lai .quan binh. Tuy
nhién, sau khi thoat nguy, ma 1Am tuong day la
noi dang qui tu su doan két, lai ctr don tat ca vé
phia nay thi cling s& bi 1am nguy nhu phia bén
kia. Nhu vay su dai doan két chi co thé ¢ duge
thyc su véi nhimg thé Iyc ¢6 quan diém quan
binh, chir khong véi quan diém cuc doan.
Thién Sur Van Hanh n6i:  Khéng ldy ché tru

dé tru, khéng mrong vao ché khéng tru dé tru.”

“ Khéng meong vao ché khéng tru dé try  thi

da qua rd, do 1a nhiing phia cuc doan. Con

“ Khéng ldy ché tru dé try ** thi sao? Chd
dang try 1a chd Trung, tuy nhién thé gidi hién
tuong ludn ludn bién dong, cho nén cod mau
thuan, va khi mau thuin phan hoa cuc do, ma
van ctr chip cung vao chd Trung d6, khong
biét quyén bién, van dung ddi lap thi con lau
moi c6 thé tai 1ap quan binh.

Tinh hoa Triét Viét 1a & nguyén ly ludng hop
thai hoa, hudng vé thé quén binh chir khong chu
truong nguyén 1y dong nhat, triét tam.

NGUYEN VAN NHIEM

(Germany)

Khong gian tinh mich, chot nghe ga gy
Bao sap tan canh, chuyen tiép dau ngay
Nha néng héi ha, cude cay ra ruong
Hoc tro chao hoi, 1& phép khoanh tay.

Mua ban cho ngay, ron rang budi sang
Thuc phdm bay day, ké ganh ngudi bé
Me gia chon mén, quay vé xao nu
Moi bung xum ding, ngdi x6m b dé

Canh s6ng viing qué moi bé 4m ap
Mot ning hai swong ban ron dém ngay
Téi ho gia gao, gi trai tréu gheo
Tan cudc vé, vui vé siét chat tay

Hay! Ho sdng vui, d6 day tinh nghia
Tbi lira tat dén qua lai gitp nhau
Bén ron ngay mua vong cong trao doi
Luc ranh rang che chén dam tinh say .

CANH SONG VUNG QUE

Duy An BD6ng

(San Jose)

Ngay lang xom c6 gai trai cudi ga
Ba con lan li xum xit trang hoang
Y phuc trinh trong téi lui bay té
Vi phong hdng, chiic hanh phiic Phugng — Loan

Ho bang hoang, khi nguoi lang vén sb

Pén dang huong, dua tién tan mo phan
Tinh lang nghia x6m di bao thim dam
Lé dbi giong, 1ong thon thirc khon ngin

Ho yén lang trudc an thd gid ky
Ngon nén lung linh, khéi toa mui huong
Con chéu vui, nghi bé trén chimg kién
ROi ngam ngi, t6 thanh kinh nhé thuong

Tét, mai vang, 1ién d6i, v huong bong. ..
Tho ngii qua, banh mut vong cha 6ng
Ph4o nd, vui choi, chiic Tét man n(‘ing
Tinh nghia dam, nhiing ngay Xuan dan toc.
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	Với tập thơ truyện nhan đề Inside Out and Back Again (tạm dịch: Từ trong lộn ra ngoài rồi lại lộn ngược lại, hàm ý cuộc di cư sang Mỹ là một cuộc đổi đời, và cuối cùng lại có đời sống tốt đẹp hơn, qua cơn bĩ cực tới tuần thái lai), tác giả Lai Thanh Hà, chiếm giải nhất toàn quốc National Book Award năm 2011, về bộ môn thơ dành cho Thiếu niên, và giải thưởng Newbery Honor năm nay của Hội Quản thủ Thư viện Toàn Quốc Hoa Kỳ (American Library Association). Ðây là một vinh dự của tác giả, một tấm gương phấn đấu, và cũng là  một tin vui cho cộng đồng Việt Nam ở hải ngoại. Bài này tóm lược tập thơ truyện và nêu lên lý do chính tại sao tác phẩm được chọn trong số cả trăm tác phẩm tranh giải. Bằng một lối hành văn ngắn gọn, dùng lời lẽ và tâm lý của một cô gái 12 tuổi, tác giả thuật một cách dí dỏm và cảm động, những nỗi cô đơn, xa lạ của một cô gái trong một trường tiểu học Mỹ bị một số bạn chế nhạo, chọc ghẹo, nhưng quyết vượt trở ngại. Vượt biển sang Mỹ tới tiểu bang Louisiana, cô gái lúc đầu không biết tiếng Anh, Lai Thanh Hà tốt nghiệp trung học và đại học và thêm văn bằng cao học MFA về văn chương, và nay vừa viết văn vừa dạy tiếng Anh tại một đại học ở New York.  
	Vietnamese-American Woman Writer’s First Novel in Poetry Wins National Award ThanhHa Lai, Inside Out and Back Again.
	After the fall of Saigon in April 30, 1975, there have been hundreds of books written, many of which were personal accounts of the harrowing miseries of  Vietnamese refugees on the days they struggled to get out of Viet Nam by boat, over the sea, to the islands near the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand. A standout is one prizing-winning book for children aged 8+ written by ThanhHa Lai, a 47-year-old Vietnamese-American writer, who came to this country when she was only ten years old, knowing practically no English. After a month on a Navy ship, her family of ten—her mother, six elder brothers and two sisters--came to Guam, then to a refugee camp in Florida before arriving at Montgomery, Alabama, through the sponsorship of an American auto-shop owner. Why Montgomery, Alabama? “Believe me,” she says in an interview, “we didn’t know about Alabama to choose it. But to enter the United States refugees had to have a sponsor. The man who had the nerve to take on all of us (10 in all) lived in Alabama.” 
	(http://www.harpercollins.com/author/microsite/About.aspx?authorid=36544). In Alabama, she repeated her unfinished 4th grade from Saigon, one year older than her classmates. There she recounted the story of isolation and alienation from the adjustment to the dullness of American food (compared to spicy and tasty Vietnamese fare), to new friends Pam (“Pem”) and Steven (“SSsì-Ti-Vân”) and Pink Boy, her bullying classmate; her struggle with the English language and its idiosyncrasies (the sibilants sounding like snakes), but with the help of her generous “cowboy” and her kind-hearted neighbor and retired teacher, Ms. Washington, whose 21-year-old son and soldier Tom was killed in Saigon, Hà’s English improved. After high school, the author went on to undergraduate studies from the University of Texas, and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in journalism. She worked for 2 years as a reporter covering the police beat for the Orange County Register in California, where she says, “I got the insane idea that I should quit and write fiction.” She left her reporting job and went to an MFA in creative writing program in New York University. For fifteen years, she worked on a novel about her life in Saigon, Alabama and Texas. Sent to ten agents and publishers, the manuscript was repeatedly rejected. She knows why: “Looking back, its beautiful sentences did not offer a plot and never really got anywhere.” (Publishers Weekly)  By fortune, she was connected with a New York literary agency and a good editor. In 6 months she rewrote the novel, using the base material, this time in short, concise, and lean prose-verse. The result is the novel in poetic form--Inside Out and Back Again. It was selected the finalist in the 2011 National Book Award annual contest.
	(The NBA: Once a year since 1938, except for an interruption during the Second World War, the ward is given in 4 genres: fiction, non-fiction, poetry and young people’s literature, five prizes for each genre.) Last November, among 5 semi-finalists, ThanhHa Lai’s story in prose-poems was declared the final winner among hundreds of books vying for that prestigious top prize. 
	Written in short poems, the book recounts the semi-biographical story of a 10-year-old girl named Hà and the life-changing year of 1975, the year Saigon fell (hence “Inside Out”) when she, her mother and three elder brothers fled Vietnam on a ship. [The author is the youngest of 8 siblings--2 sisters and 6 brothers.] The 262-page book is told through the eyes of Hà. 
	  How is it that a foreign-born writer who could not speak a word of English and struggled with English grammar (such as the plural s after regular nouns since there is no such thing in Vietnamese) is able to write an English book that merits acceptance by HarperCollins, a mainstream publishing house, whose submission to the NBA ultimately won the coveted prize that American-born writers strove to earn? What kind of style, vocabulary, symbolism and drama did the author use to capture the reader’s heart? 
	Is there a lesson for other aspiring foreign-born authors whose first language is not English to learn?
	-Division of the story:
	Chronologically the story covers one full lunar year, from Tết of the Cat (1975) to Tết of the Dragon (1976). The poetic novel has four chapters: Chapter I: Saigon (34 poems); Chapter II. At Sea (19 poems); Chapter III. Alabama (51 poems), and Chapter IV. From Now On (11 poems). Total: 120 poems.



