KIEP TRAM LUAN

NGUYEN LAN

Nim 1970, 1an dau tién budc vao nha tu,
Con vira tron mudi ba tudi. G tudi nay, cac
thi€u nién khac con sdng trong khudn khd
gia dinh, trong vong tay cha me, con dudc
sdn séc trong nom, con dugc huéng din
chi bdo. Con khong cé ai lo cho hét. Con
ra ddi dugc sdu thdng sau thi me mat, dé
lai hai d@a con, Uyén va Cdn. Cén khdng
bi€t ngdy me mait ra sao, sau nay, khi nghe
chi Uyén k& lai méi bi€t me minh udng
thudc doc tu vin vi chong rugu che, trai
gdi khdong ngé ngang gi dén vg con. Me
Con can chén doc dugc ngay truGc mit
chong ma ong ciing khong hay biét; 6ng
con chuénh chodng hdi men dén khi vo
guc ngd, 6ng mdi tinh rugu, mang vg vao
nha thuong rira rudt thi da qua muodn Ong
thuong ti€c vd, nhung bidn chit ham wui,
ong van ching nao tit ndy; hai d&ta con
gti di hai noi, Uyén sang bén ngoai con
Co6n & vGi ba ndi. Ba ndi di gia, nha lai
nghéo, bd Con nim thi mudi hoa méi vé
nha thim me gid con dai nén cudc song
clia Con thi€u thdn ngay tir nhd, thi€u ca
vat chat 14n tinh than.

Uyén may min hon em, dudc dua vé
bén ngoai, gia dinh gidu sang sung tic,
nhung c¢6 cdi khd khic vi me theo cha
ngoai y mudn clia gia dinh nén Uyén ciing
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khong dugc cdc di, cdc bic thudng yéu
ngoai trir 6ng ba ngoai.

Ngay trudc c6 Y€&n, me cda hai chi em
Uyén ndi ti€ng hoa khoi Sai Gon, biét bao
gia dinh kh4 gid ngdm nghé cho dén ngay
Yén gip Quyén, mot thanh nién dep trai
tdn gidi, hai ngudi say mé nhau, lic ay
Yé&n méi mudi lim, con Quyén mdi mudi
tdim tudi, cd hai dang con hoc tai mot
trudng Trung Hoc tu thuc D6 Thanh. Cha
me Yé&n khong chip nhan tinh yéu bdng
bot clia con gdi, 6ng ba dd nhan trau cau
clia mot gia dinh tim ti€ng, mon ding ho
d6i. Mot sdng, Yén bd nha ra di theo ti€ng
goi clia 4i tinh; két qud 1a hai dda con
khdu khinh bu bAm ra doi. Yén mang con
vé ta tdi cha me, ning dugc cha me chap
nhin tr§ lai nhung ngudi ré vin khong
dugc quyén bén ming dé€n nha cho maii
dé&n ngay Yé&n mat.

Thai gian dau, khi mdi c6 bé Uyén la
lic gia dinh hanh phiic; Yén dudc cha me
cAp dudng mdt sd tién di d€ md clra hang
vdi budn ban ngodi chg Bén Thanh,
Quyén di hoc nganh hang hdi, ra trudng
tr§ thanh thuyén truéng cho mot tiu tur
nhan luong cao. Cudc séng no 4m day di
cho d&n ngay bé Con ra d5i Quyén bit
diu say sua ché chén, c6 tién trong tay,
dan ba con gdi bim ddy c6 nhitng ngay tau
cip bén, biét tin chdong da vé, nhung Yén
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ching nhin thd'y mit chdng dén ngay cudi
cling tau dugc 1énh chd hang di nang méi
thdy Quyén vé nha trong men say ndng
nic, vé d€ thay ddi quan 4o, ching kip han
huyén tdm sy, chang lai v6i va rdi nha,
ciing khong kip nung con. Ci nhu thé, Yén
song thui thiii véi hai dita nhd, nang khéc
thAm vi ching con ai than thd, ching thé
tAm su vdi cha me, chi anh. Ci¥ nhu thé,
Yé&n héo mon din, nang mong ngéng
chdng trong u siu, hon tdi. Quyén hoa
hoidn tat qua nha 1dy vat dung, doi khi
cling mua qua ting vd con, nhung chang
hoan toan quén hin bdn phin cla mot
ngudi chii gia dinh, quén hin minh cé mot
¢0 vg tré va hai dita con thg

Co6n khon 16n trong vong tay ba ndi gia
nua 14n thin, ba vira di€c vira ling tri. C&
dén cudi tuan dng ngoai chd chi Uyén vé
tham, Con vui mirng v cung, dudc nd dua
tha ctra véi chi, dugc 6ng ngoai chd 1én
Chg Lén dn mi vit tiém, dudc ba ngoai dua
di mua d6 choi. Pa nhiéu 1in ngoai nhin
con ré xin cho Con vé diing ngoai, nhung
ndi thudng Con qud, nbi chi c6 hai ba chdu
hii hi v6i nhau trong cdnh gia, ndi nhat
dinh git Con. V4 lai, chinh ciu bé ciing
khong mudn xa ba ndi vé ding ngoai, ciu
bé cdm thdy nha dng ba ngoai to 16n sang
trong qud, cic di cdc cau ddng sg qud, cic
anh em ho chi thich chong gheo nat nd chi
em Con. N6i gi thi n6i, Con nhat dinh bAim
chit ba noi, cang 16n cdu cang tim cdch
trdanh gia dinh bén ngoai. Ong ba ngoai
budn Iim, danh chiu viy cho dén ngay ba

120

ngoai qua ddi thi coi nhu chuyén xin Con
vé phdi bd qua.

Noi khéo tay 1dm, ba két cho Con va
Uyén mdi dita mot cdi nén rom, vira ré lai
vira che ning che gi6 mdi khi ra dudng,
ndi khong c6 du da tién nhung khong bao
gid ndi hoi tién con trai @€ may sim cho
chdu; con trai bd mdi thing c6 dua tién
cho ba chi ti€u nhung ciing chi vira vin trd
tién nha, tién dn. Ndi cit s¢ Quyén ting
thi€u ma ba 1a me da khong gitip d6 dudc
con, sao danh tAm xin x3. Noi chiéu con
trai tf tAm bé, tif ngdy cha né mat ciing
nhu by gid ndi chiéu thing Con vi né
khong con me. Ba ngheo, sudt ddi chi cé
hai bo ba ba den thay ddi, sudt ddi ba chua
bi€t dén thdi son, hop phan, ba khu khd
ching bi&t con minh sinh sdng ra sao, ba
chi bi&t con ba ban 1dm, c6 khi cd thing
mdi dugc gdp mit, chic vi vy ma con vg
né ty ti, con nhd ngu qud, da hai mit con
ma chua hi€u long chdng, chua bi€t nghi
t6i con; ba c6 thing Con rdi ba dau c6 cin
ai; ba cling nhé bé Uyén, dita chdu gdi
xinh dep miim mim, nhung ba khong thé
gilt hai chdu dugc; va lai bén ho ngoai né
gidu c6, lo cho né day di 12 ba min
nguyén ri.

Khi n6i dua nén rém cho hai chau, bé
Uyén cam 1ay nhung c6 vé khong thich, co
bé d3 quen ding db xa xi, co thiy cdi mi
rom ndy ching giong ai nhung thudng noi
c0 khong nd vut. Riéng Con, cu cdu mirng
1dm, Con doi ngay 1&én diu, chay ra dudng
khoe miy dia cing x6m thiing Thuc,
thing Thd 1a hai dita con nha ngheéo x4t
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vach nhin Con thdn phuc, do tay man mé
cdi nén rdm trong c nhu mii cda Robin
Hood, thiing Sang con nhi gidu, nha ba
ting & cudi dudng mit ngét ra nhin cdi nén
rom, r6i 6m bung cudi lin 1on. Con cdu
ti€t, ddm mot cd that manh vao cdi miéng
duong toe toét, mau vot vao mit Con, hai
céi rang clra lay I¢t nhu mudn rung! Sang
rd 1én dau ddn, ndi chay ra b€ Sang vao
nha 14y nu6c mudi dip réi hdi hd dm
thing Sang vé& nha ng tir diy, khong bao
gid Con dugc chdi véi thing Sang nita, va
ciing tir ddy, Con biét th€ nao 1a gidu
ngheo sang hén, biét th€ nao 1a ganh ghét
han thii. Lic &y Con méi tdim tudi. Con di
dén dau, nhitng c6 ciu tring tréo, mim
mim, dn mic tuom tit déu tron tranh. C6
1an Cdn hdi chi Uyén: “Tai sao cdi tui con
nha gidu ct thdy em & trudng ciing nhu bat
ct chd nao déu 14n cd?” Uyén nhin em
thuong hai du ldc dé cd6 bé méi mudi hai:
“Tai em anh hiing qua nén ching né sg”.
A, thi ra vay, tit nay tré di, Con ctt thé ma
anh hung, ¢t th€ ma uy hi€p ching né
bing vd luc; dita nao manh hon c6 gan gy
st véi Con, ciu bé s& chong trd dén cing,
c6 th€ méi anh hiing!

Niam Con mudi tudi, ndi mat. Tuy chua
hi€u thé ndo 1a “sinh ly, t¥ biét”, Con ciing
cdm thdy mit mdt qud nhiéu, con dau
nhitng Itic ba chdu k& cin bén nhau, con ai
nang niu sin séc, con ai 6m ap che chd.
Con 6m chit xdc ba nim cing do trén
giudng, lay giut, cdu khdong khéc, nhung
ciu vAn mong ba nghe ti€ng goi thuong
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yéu ma tinh day. Ong Quyén, cha ciu phai
bé& xb¢c con sang phong bén, khéa trdi cita,
nhét Con lai @€ nha quan tAm liém ba cu.
“Sinh ky, t& qui” la 1€ thudng tinh ma sao
thing bé né siu thim, dinh ba d&n thé&?
Thiing bé nay phai cho ra ddi sém, phdi
dan ddy hon nita méi dugc. Ong Quyén
khong may thich Con vi mdt né vira ti hi,
vira gudm gudm, ngudi thi choit lai, trong
toan vé né du ding con dd 1am sao Ay!
Ong yéu bé Uyén hon, cang 16n né cang
xinh dep duyén ddng, né giong dng nhiéu,
nhung sao né ciing c6 vé 14n trdnh ong?
C4 hai dta con thdy ma chédn, ching dia
nao quin quit cha! Nhung nghi cho cling,
ong c6 thi gid gin giii con cdi ddu ma doi
n6é quan quit?! ma néu né c bdm dng sudt
ngay thi 1am sao chiu ndi? Thoi thi, mic ai
niy song, 6ng cung cAp tién bac cho chiing
né 1a dd rdi, ong con tré, d6ng phai song
cho 6ng trudc da bai bac, rugu che, gai
dep 12 nhitng mén cin thi€t ddi véi ong;
r6i cdc con 6ng 16n 1én chiing s& hiéu va
chiing s& dong y v6i dong vé cudc song
ngdn ngli cin phdi tin hudng dugc phit
nao hay phit ndy. Ngim cdc con, nghi t6i
ngudi vg qué cd, 6ng Quyén thd dai. Ong
vin x6t thuong vg nhung dng thdy vg ong
qua dai dot sai 1am. Ong phai quén di di
ving budn thdm. Nghi t6i me gia qua doi
ong dam lo, Uyén da c6 bén ngoai coi séc,
nhung ai nhin thing Con day? Thing bé
nay cting dau 1dm, né khdng chiu vé song
v6i gia dinh bén ngoai, 6ng khong thé nao
cang ddng dda con nay. Ong Quyén chgt
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thdy mot tia sdng 16e ra tru6c mit khi
ngudi anh 16n, 6ng Quan dang qui trudc
ban thd me. Ong Quan gin me va thuong
em trai 1im, 6ng sé& nhan lanh thing Con.

Sau cdi tang ba ndi, bic Quan mang
Con vé chung sdng vé6i gia dinh dng, mot
ba vg khé tinh 1im diéu, hay néi tuc va
mdt cAu con trai hién lanh nhit nhit hon
C6n hai tudi, cdu Hén cho c6 anh c6 em.
Co6n thuong anh Han, ludn ludén che chd
Han nhitng khi bi bon con nit 16i x6m ché&
giéu vi tinh rut r& e 1&; nhiéu lic Con phai
dap 1on véi nhitng da to con hon nhung
khong vi th€ ma cau lui budc. Han ding
ngoai mau néng bdc 1én, khong nhin ndi,
ciing lao vao vong chi€n, dan din Han
chinh phuc dugc ban tinh yéu dudi, hai anh
em x4t canh nhau khi€n bon con nit chom
x6m phai gdm. Nhung, mdi 1in 4u da, mdi
1an mit miii sung vi1, quin 4o ta toi 1a mdi
1an bac Quan gai cho cad hai mét trdn don.
Riéng CoOn, bdc con nhi€c méc, dung
nhitng 151 that ha cAp, nhitng 16i hang tdm
hiang c4 d€ nat nd thing bé mat day, du
diang lam guong x&u cho con bac. Con 16n
1én trong khung cdnh d6, Con hoc nhitng
16i néi bdy tir bic Quan gdi bénh hoan,
Co6n hoc théi anh chi tir nhitng ban beé xau,
Con cadm thay thu doi, Con cdm thay ghét
cay ghét ding nhitng dda bé c6 gia dinh
diy di, Con cdm thay hin ngudi 16n, Con
bit ddu néi doi dé€ khéi bi nhitng lin roi
quin dit cda bac Quan trai, khdi bi nghe
nhitng 13i nhuc ma ning né ctia bic Quan
g4i; Con bit diu thudng nhitng mén d6 khi
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dudc di dé€n nha ban beé cia hai bic dé
thda min nhitng ao uc cla ciu. Mdi lan
cung Han cip sdch dén trudng, Con bd di
lang thang sau khi niin ni anh vé nha ding
cho hai bdc biét. Ctt th€ Con xudng ddc
dan din

Bon Con ba difa, thing Hung dién 16n
nhit mudi bdy, thing Cudng cling mudi
sdu va Con nhd nhit nhung lai 12 dau xé
déu 1a nhitng dita khong khdng cha hoic
khong me, déu 12 nhitng dita tré bi xa hoi
lang quén nhém lai thanh mdt bing
chuyén tiu dd in cdp ra ban trong chg,
ngoai dudng phd Han bi€t nhitng hanh
dong cua CoOn, nhung s¢ em, cdu khong
dam néi lai nhitng gi Con lam cho cha me
hay. Ong ba Quan liic diu con cit van Con
nhitng dém ving mit, rdi cling ching théem
dé y dén chiu nita, mic né mudn ra sao
thi ra. Thinh thodng dng Quyén, cha Con
dén thim con ciing khong dugc gip mit,
ong ciing ching mang, gti tién cho anh chi
nuodi con xong Ong ri 4o ra di khong hen
ngay tré lai. Con c6 mudn gip cha ciing
kh6, ma gip d€ lam gi? Lau din, Con
cling ching thdy nhd cha. Ngiy qua ngay,
thAm thodt d4 ba nim k€ tir 1an diu Con bj
cénh sdt bit tai tran khi cAu dudng rach tdi
40 mdt ban hang ngoai chg Tan Pinh. Lan
Ay ngudi linh Con ra 1a 6ng thdy day tr
clia Han. Han van xin thdy dén Con tai ty
canh sdt va gitt kin chuyén khéng cho dng
ba Quan hay. Ong thiy bi€t Hin ngoan
ngodn hién lanh, va thuong Con khong cha
khong me nén bio lanh Con. Lin 4y Con
bi 4n may cdi tdit méo mit cla may thay
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canh sdt. Ngudi 16n khong ai bi€t, Con
mang ning mic cdm hu don, sg khong
ddm tim gip bd nita nhung Con vin mong
gip chi Uyén. C6 1an, Con dé&n dén chi
trée cong trudng Gia Long, noi chi Uyén
hoc. Cau ding 14n sau mot gdc cdy 16n khi
thdy chi tir trong trudng budc ra, vui tuoi,
xinh dep, nhi nhdnh, duyén ddng miy cu
trai bu quanh xin x4 tranh nhau dwa chi
Uyén vé. Con buc 1im, nhdy x4 ra sitng
s, ddm doa. Chi Uyén then thing la méng
Con va cam khong cho Con dén trudng
dén nita. Con budn lim, tir ngay Ay, ciu
chi con ddm 1én theo hd tong chi xa xa.
Mot bita, Uyén vé thim em tai nha bic
Quan, hai chi em dang chuyén trd vui vé,
bdng nghe thdy ti€ng coi xe Honda
Scooter vang rinh ngoai dudng; Uyén voi
va ding 1én, ndéi v6i em: “May chay ra
dudng néi anh Hoan chd chi mot chut, chi
ra ngay”. Con ddng phit ddy, tong cla ra
ngoai.

Khi Uyén yéu diéu ra v6i bd thi nang
khung lai vi Hoan dang nim sdng sugt dudi
dat, Con mot chian trén mit dudng, mot
chan dam 1én nguc Hoan, tay chdng nanh
d4ng anh chi dang cudi sing sic. Uyén gian
qué, c6 dua tay tait manh vao mit em, x0
Con ra, Con khong phan ting. Hoan 1dm
com ditng dy, ngugng nghiu. Uyén nhin bd
ngao ngan, ra lénh : “Dung xe 1én, di!”. Xe
1o mdy, Uyén dua mit nhin em, co thdy
chanh 1ong Con ngdi sép trén via he, hai
tay dm mat hinh nhu né khéc
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T ngay &y, Con khdong bao gid dam
lam chi phién 1ong, Cén khong bao gid
ddm dinh mdi vao nhitng chuyén tinh cam
cldia chi nita. Con con c6 mdi minh Uyén 1a
thuong Con chan thanh thdi, du hdn ldo &
ddu, du ding vdi ai nhung d6i vdi chi
Uyén ciu 1a mot dita em ngoan ngodn 1&
dd, du cdu khong thich chi di choi, dan
dim véi nhitng chang trai tré. Ciling tir
ngay 4y, Uyén khong bao gid to tiéng la
ming em nifa, cd thuong em, cd thdy x6t
xa trong da mdi 1an gip em ngiy mot 6m
o ban thiu; hai chi em & hai noi, Uyén
khong lo cho em dudc chiit gi, tinh miu t
cé hai dida cung khong c6, co da biét; tinh
phu t cd hai difa cung thi€u thén, co da
bi€t. Nhung Uyén may mdn dugc sdng vdi
dng ngoai giau c6, dugc 6ng ngoai thuong
yéu bénh vuc nhitng khi cdc bac, cic di,
cdc cau xi va vi nhiéu ngudi dua rude, vi
ham choi. Uyén may mdn hon em vi co
xinh dep, duyén diang nén ai néi gi thi néi
¢6 vin dugc bao chang trai sin séc chiéu
chuong. Vé ding bic Quan thim em,
Uyén lai mudn khéc vi thiing bé trong tiéu
tuy qud; ma sao dnh mit né day vé cim
th, diy vé sit thép mdi 1an Uyén thodng
bit gdp; 4nh mit Con chi diu di, tuoi vui
ngdy tho trg lai khi hai chi em tro chuyén
v6i nhau. Méi mudi lim tudi ma trong
thing bé nhu di hai muoi tudi; né c6 vé
trdim ling it néi, né c¢6 vé nghiém nghi
lanh lung, n6 c6 vé khon ngoan tinh todn,
nhung 4nh mit né mdi budn Iam sao! Con
khong bao gid héi chi vé ngudi me di mat,
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ngudi me ma Con chuwa hé biét mit, hai
chi em chi nhdc nhd dé€n ngudi cha ma ca
hai déu thuong yéu nhung it ¢6 cd hdi gip
g3, hai chi em mudng tugng ra cidnh bé
ménh méng ma cha ching duong thi hanh
nhiém vu hai thuyén, hai chi em tudng
twgng ra cadnh bdo t& dién cudng ngoai
bién khdi ma cha ching dang léo 1di con
tdu, dua hai hanh doan vé dé&n bén binh
an. Cha ching phéi 1a mot anh hiing. Lén
hon em, Uyén khong nhin cha mdt cach
ton sing nhu thé&, cd bi€t cha nhiéu bd
bich, c6 bi€t cha khong c6 trdch nhiém vdi
gia dinh, ¢d bi€t vi cha ma me ty tl, nhung
c6 khong néi cho Con hay d€ it ra thiing
bé con nudi 40 mdng, con cé chd nuong
tua tinh than. Hai chi em trd chuyén véi
nhau thit tuong dic, hai bic Quan ctt bdo
thiing bé ngang tang Ii 1¢m, nhung Uyén
tha'y n6 hién qué di, nang bdo gi né ciing
vang da, cdc anh ching bd ctia Uyén c6
thé d&n d6n nang ma khong con e ngai
Con hanh hung nita nhung sao cdc ciu van
ngdn ban mit Con ngay tir phit dau gip
g3, cdc cau thd that v6i Uyén la trong nd
cd hdn 1dm, n6 c6 thé gi€t ngudi, 4nh mit
n6 thdy ma phdt ring minh, 4nh mit d6 la
4nh mit bdo ti! Uyén thd dai ching biét
trd 18i ra sao vé nhitng nhan xét clia cic
ban trai; c6 14n nang néi thing véi Con vé
¥ nghi cia moi ngudi, Con chi cudi, nu
cudi trong sdng: “MAy ngudi 4y néi ding
néu nhv miy ngudi 4y lam hai chi, may
ngudi Ay s& dugc hudng cdm gidc ma may
ngudi Ay thiy ndi em”.
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Mot chiéu ba muoi T&t, Con xin phép
hai bac Quan ra riéng, sdng vdi cdc ban.
Béc trai t6 vé quan ngai, bac néi: “Con
md&i mudi lim tudi, ba con giti con § day;
con di roi, bic bi€t néi sao véi ba con?
Hon thé nita, 1ong béc lo 1ing 1dm du bay
lau nay bdac khong c6 thi gid tro chuyén
véi con nhung it ra con nhin thdy con ra
vao. Khodng c6 bic, con s& song ra sao?”
Bdc gdi khong néi ning gi nhung vé vui
mirng hién rd trén nét mit, bac chi mudn
tong khit Con di, bdc s¢ con trai bac l1éu
16ng nhu Con “gan myc thi den, gin dén
thi sdng”, thiing nay bt tri, ching tha dé
n6 di khuit mit cho roi. Bdc gdi quay sang
chdng: “P€ t6i di 14y cho né tAm bdnh
chung vdi it dua gép”.

Con mang banh vé tip l1éu van gd clia ba
dda thué chung, cing hudng dém trir tich.
Thiing Hung dién Idi hdi don ban thd, chung
hai ciy nén db trén chiéc dia nhua, dot ba
nén nhang trong mot cdi bat sanh st dung
gao, thing Cuong cing di mua chai rugu
chit va géi thit quay, Con 6m vé it mit bi va
bénh chung, dwa mén. Thé 1a ddy dd ca. Thé
1a chiing c6 mot cai T&t xum vay.

Mudi hai gid dém, tong cuu nghinh tan,
cd ba dia ludn phién nhau vdi trudc ban
thd. Cuong 1én ti€ng: “Tao va hai dita may
ching ba con thin thudc, ciing t3 tién ai
day?” Con diém dam: “Thi minh chung
song th& nay 1a anh em roi con gi nifa.
Minh ciing chung t§ tién clia cd ba. May
nhin 1én ban thd ¢6 thdy di 4nh ngudi nao
dau? Me tao trong tim tao, m¢ may trong
tim may, bd me thing Hung trong 6¢ nd.
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Hinh 4nh ddy! Pay dd qud!” C4 ba dda
cuGi nghiéng ngd, cudi vang nha ma nudc
mit ching w6t dAm hai gdo ma. Khong c6
phdo diu xuin nhung c3 ba dira ciing nghe
nhu ti€ng phdo nd di dung trudc ngd,
ching dang nhd lai thdi gian con sdng véi
gia dinh. Hai dita kia con c6 me khi chiing
nim sdu tudi, ching con nhé nhiéu vé me
chiing, con Con c6 thdy me bao gid. Hinh
4nh me trén tAm hinh 4x6 trong tdi 40 ma
ching bao gid né rdi. “Me oi!”

Hung dién rdit ngidn kéo, bung mdt cdi
khay bac cii ban trén dé mot 6ng chich va
ba 6ng thily tinh nhé xiu, mdi dng dung
chirng lcc chat nu6c tring trong dit trén
ban. Puong md mang ma cd Con lin
Cuong cting déu bat diy, reo vui: “O!
Than dugc day rdi!”

Ba dita luan phién hit thudc ra dng, chich
14n cho nhau. Chiing da nghién chat bach
phién pha lodng nay! Ma mua ciing dit ra
phét, gia mdi ong bing hai Pic Tran Hung
Pao (t¢ gidy nim trim bac Viét Nam hdi
d6 16ng hinh Pic Thanh Tran). Ca ba déu
cam thdy lang lang, sing khodi sau khi miii
kim rat ra khdi thit da. Phai chich cho yéu
ddi dé dén mimg nim mdi! NhS c6 hdi
thudc dit qua, khong c6 dng chich chiing
chdm dudc chit bdt bach phién, ching cit
tay ra, mau chiy rong rong dugc rit lai biing
chit bot tring thian dugc!

Tié€ng dap clra thinh thinh Iam cd ba dda
bitng tinh, cling ding bat diy. Con diém
tinh ra d4u cho hai ban ngdi xudng, nhic
then ctra. M6t bong den ao vao, Thinh st
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hdn hén: “Tui bay c6 gan di in hang & nga
Sdu Chg Lén dém nay khong? Tiém Hop
Tan vao t6i nay khong con ai, ci nha di
ving, ho in Tét trén Pa Lat”.

Cuong cing 1én ti€ng: “Cdi tiém mdi
md& hon mdt ndm nay chuyén ban xe dap
nhdp cang, phdi khong?”

- bing d6! Bon ching lam dn phat dat
nhét ving ngd Sdu Chg Ldn. Tao nghe 15i
thing Con rinh tiém nay tir 1au rdi.

- A, thi ra thiing ddu s tinh qud hd,
mudn in manh sao ma khdng ban vdi anh
em? Hung dién c6 vé buyc.

- Tinh may néng hay lam bé chuyén,
thiing Cuong thi thi€u sy mém mdng; vay
tao ban v4i tui bay lam chi? Bao gid ra
tay, tao bat dén xanh 1a cing lam vi thé
tao mdi d€ thing Thinh st canh chirng
tiém do trude.

Con lanh ling nhin thing vao mit dong
bon, rdéi quic mit quay sang phia Thinh:
“Thiing ndy vin ldu tdu, néi ning vung vit.
Pdng nh€ may phéi néi véi riéng tao. Tao
méi 1a ngudi cho ching né hay. Nhé 14y,
nghe chua!”

Duéi 4nh den vang vot, Thinh siit mat
nhin nhé, cudi cudi: “Biét rdi!” Ciing trac
tudi Con, nhung Thinh siit con chodt ngudi
hon, véc chi bing dia tré mudi hai, nhung
mit nhin nheo nhu mot dng gia. Trong
bon, thing Cuong to con nhit, vudt dong
bon c3 cdi diu, thing Hing xudng x&u vé
liéu linh, bat can dvi, nhung Cén mdi 1a
linh hon cda tui né, Con nhanh nhu sé¢c ma
diém dam, tinh todn dau ra day.
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Chibu Bing Nhé Nha

Chiéu mia déng chdng mong ma téi sém
Anh trang buon gidn déi lan sau mdy
Tham hoa vang dam dam khép mi day
Em ciing thé ngoi thir sau khung cira

Ly ruou nho ngum dai long méi nira
Qué nha dau sau khudt ring thong xa
Thodng ddy coc chdp ching lang mac cii
Ruou thom moi tuong ngot nu hon dau

C6 thdt chang hay chi la hw cau?
Dong song qué nhanh ré chay qua thon
Gian hoa tim ldng lo deo ngé ving
Nu hoa quynh né voi toi ly hirong
Nhdp ngum nita say cho long vat vieong
Con diéu gi trén tré nita roi quén
Trang van thé sao hon trang 1én mugdn
Long van vo dang ddc da mdy ngan!

Nguyén Bach

Con gilt nhiém vy md khéa ctra phia trudce,
Hiing bé khéa cdng sau d€ phong c6 ngudi
ap dé€n con c6 18i thodt, Cuong sé& tii dod
trén chi€c lambtretta c&i chudng clia hin,
Thinh c6 phan su canh chirng canh sit dé
bdo cho ddng bon. Phin cong xong cd ddm
hi hitng rdi nha.

bém da khuya, dém Trir Tich yén ving,
nha nha déng ctta d6n Giao Thira. Bon dita
deo nhau trén hai chi€c xe gdn mdy cii k¥
chyc chi ngd sau. Thiing Thinh st 6m chit
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bung Con vi n6 bi€t Con 1a mot loai anh
hiing xa 19, phéng xe bat k& trdi dat, cd
nhu bay trén miy, xe gdn mdy ndo Con
ciing vugt qua mit di chi€c scooter toi té
clia Con mudn long ra titng manh. Thing
Cuong cting gbébng minh trén chiéc
lambtretta c6 bam sdt ban. Hung dién chui
thé: “P.M thiing Con ngu nhu ché. Di dn
hang ma phéng xe th€ nay thi con dién
hon tao, cdnh sat né chin bit trudc khi tdi
tu diém mat!”. Cuong hét: “P& tao bio né
b6t tdc do”. Nhung cu ciu khong sao vugt
ndi Con, chi con nude bam theo.

Con ham bat thinh linh, Thinh stt bay ra
diing trudc, dau dap vao gbc cot den, dau
dén xuyt xoa vira ving tuc, vira ditng day.
Con nglta mit cudi mot trang dai Xe
Cuong t6i sau, Hing phéng xudng diém
mit Con: “Tién su nha may Pi cdi di¢u
nay cé ngay cdnh sit hot vao bét cd dam.
Lam gi ma vdi vay?”

- Phong nhu thé méi suéng, 1am gi ma thd
dé& thé? Nhg an hang khdng lot ngdi bt nghi
dén nhitng liic vira rdi thiy cling kho4i.

- May ngu va dién hon tao!

Co6n im ling khdng néi gi, mit né gudm
guom. Lic nay khong phai 1a ldc cai va
tranh thing. Nhin bdng hiéu Hgp Tan rang
rd dudi 4nh den néon Codn dudng nghi lam
sao mG khéa vao ma khong ai hay. Bay
gid gan Giao Thira, nha nao ciing tu hop
chd dén gi¢ trong dai, nha nao cling déng
kin ctta vui xuén.

(Con ti€p)
NGUYEN LAN
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CON PO BEN CO

Khi md vé Bén Co
Nh¢ cay da, con do
Nghe chuyén tinh dang do
Em nhin chi ngan ngo:

A 0i con nuée, con do
Trén song ai tha cau ho lung lo
Cat boi cdt 16 twong tw
Con hau con hén ngat ngu phan doi

Khi md vé Bén Co
Em xin chi cau ho

Du gip nhiéu gian kho

Sao chi van danh cho...

Khi mé vé Bén Co
Em ghi lai cau ho
Hoa dau mua chua tro
Em thiy chi budn xo

Khi mé vé Bén Co
Em nhé mai cau ho
Chim xa dan lia to
Lanh Iung chi co ro
Khi md vé Bén Co
Bao gio bdt au lo
Khua mai chéo, song vo
Tram nam... 16i hen ho

“Tram nam danh 16i hen ho
Cdy da, Bén C§, con do khdc dua
Cdy da Bén Cé con lua
Con do da thac nam xua té roi

Phan Kham
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NGAU HUNG LUC BAT

Em mang luc bat budc vao
Ngat ngao huong sic hoa dio 40 bay
Ao tinh bay vudng vao may
Bén cau O thudc dang cay anh tim

Luc bat lay dong tuyét voi
Con tim dong bong ra roi thit da
Xiém y em van diéu da
Nguy trang trong cdi ta ba thé thoi

Em mang luc bat ra di
Tinh xua tra lai nhic chi thém siu
Nira khuya duong lanh mua ngau
Lac loai 4o lya 1én mau khoéi suong

Em mang luc bat di tu
Cau kinh giai thoat nhiém mau tir bi
Hoi doi tinh 4i 13 chi ?
Xui tam khong tinh khién si khong doi

Em ngam lyc bat bén md
Mua thu ra rich trén ho tich liéu
Ngua gia v dudi nang chiéu
Xe tang tho mo nga xiéu lung ddi
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STEPHAN VA JAMES

But ky cia
PHONG THU

T6i biét Stephan va Mary tir khi t6i
quen voi James. Luc by gid, vo chdng 6ng
méi c6 dua con trai dau long 1a bé Kay.
Thim thoat méi d6 ma di hon hai muoi
nam. Téc cia Stephan va James da bac
trang. Toc toi ciing dd nga sang mau mudi
tiéu va cac con cua Stephan va con t6i da
bit dau vao Pai hoc. Chuyén doi hop roi
tan 1a chuyén thuong tinh. Cling nhu trong
cudc doi mdi ngudi déu co bang hitu, tim
giao. C6 nguoi quen nhau rdi tré thanh ban
bé than thiét nhu rudt thit. Co ngudi chi
quen thoang qua trong giao tiép roi sao do
chia tay ma chang dé lai 4n twong gi dic
biét trong long cua nhau.

Toi cling c6 ban. Nhitng nguoi ban cua
t6i cling quen nhau trén bén muoi nam.
Nhung c6 1€ tinh ban ky la gifta Stephan va
James da lam cho t6i thyc ngudng md.
Theo 101 James ké thi ca hai la ban hoc cua
nhau tir khi tiéu hoc. Tinh ban cta ho 16n
1én cung va&i thoi gian du cho nghich canh,
vui budn, mat mat, phan ly... Ho xuat hién
bén nhau nhu hinh véi bong dé chia s¢ hanh
phuc va dau kho. D6 1a mot tinh ban bén bi,
thily chung rat hiém théy.

James thi lam bién tap cho mot tap chi
khoa hoc & Georgia va bay gio James van
bién tap sach bio cho nha xudt ban New
York va Florida. Stephan thi deo dudi theo
nganh thuong mai. Ong 1a chil nhan hing
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tham len va trang tri noi that. Tai san cia
ong rat 16n. Mary, vo tht hai cia 6ng
khong bao gid di 1am ma chi ¢ nha nau an,
giat gifl, dua con di hoc va di chg vong vong
mua sdm dd dac theo s& thich. Nha cua thi
hang tudn c6 ngudi dén don dep, lau chui.
Mary ching phai lo gi dén chuyén di lam
kiém tién nhu bao nhiéu nguoi dan ba khac.

Nhiing nam trudc, vao mua heé gia dinh
toi thuong di Georgia thim gia dinh
Stephan. Stephan lai tau dua ching t6i ra
mdt cai hd rong 16n choi hay ong phong ca-
nd chd chung t61 nhu bay trén mat nudc.
Téi dén thi 6ng danh dan dwong cam, con
James thi choi guitar. Gio day, hai con cua
Stephan va cac con t6i da 1on. Hon sdu bay
nim nay, chung t6i khong con thoi gian vé
Atlanta choi. Nhiing nguoi ban thén cia
Stephan ma vo chong toi biét ho ciing di
dan dan khong con lién lac véi ching t6i.
Chi con Stephan la thuong xuyén gdi email,
no6i chuyén voi James.

Hang nam, du di du lich that xa tan
Chau Au hay Hawai, ctr vao thang Mudi
Stephan van dén Washington D.C dé budn
béan tau budm. Mdi lan vé day, 6ng dén nha
thim vo chdng toi. Thinh thoang, Stephan
hay di du lich bén Au Chau va i ré James
cung di. C6 1& cai mau hai hd cua Stephan
ludn chay trong huyét quan ong tir thoi con
trai tré. Cho nén, ong mé dai duong, thich
mao hiém va tim kiém khdm pha nhiing
diéu méi la. Cach ddy khoang tam chin
nam, Stephan néi voi James rang 6ng mubn
dem vo con di chu du khip thé gidi bang
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tau budm. Va 6ng mudn James cing di véi
ong. T6i cd noi voi James, néu cac con
khon 16n thi viéc James mudn di dau tuy ¥.
T6i s€& cho anh duogc tu do, séng theo y
nguyén. Voi t6i, nhiing nguoi than bén
canh t6i hanh phuc, vui thi cudc doi thi t6i
da man nguyén cho du t6i c6 phai hy sinh
tit ca cho gia dinh. Cach day ba nam,
Stephan, James va ba nguoi ban khac di du
lich bén Anh quéc. Ho muén mét tau budm
16n c6 phong an, phong ngu diy du tién
nghi va tu 1ai tau ra khoi di du lich muoi
lam ngdy ¢ British Virgin Island. T6i nghi
ho muén tim hiéu vé vung bién Caribbean
Sea trong bd phim ndi tiéng cia My vira
phat hanh. Ho da 1ai tau di tir ddo Anegada,
Jost Van Dyke, Camanoe, Guana Island,
Virgin Gorda, Tortola, Sali Island, Norman
Island, Peter Iland.... Nam nguoi dan ong
c6 mau phiéu luu da 14i tau di tir ddo nay
sang sang dao khac. Nhiing ngay 1énh dénh
trén bién lam cho James vui hon. Hai nguoi
ban c6 dip gip nhau dé tro chuyén. Toi biét
chic, ho co6 lam tro choi thi vi. James
khong c6 ban bé nhidu. Ngoai Stephan ra
t6i chang thy ai dén viéng tham anh ngoai
trr mOt nguodi ban cii [am chung sé tén la
Dame. Nhung Dame d bénh chét cach day
gan muoi tim nam. Toi hay khuyén khich
James di du lich dé giai toa sy nham chan
trong cudc song. Boi hon ai hét, t6i hiéu
rang song vi mot ba vo chi biét chui miii
vao cong viéc nhu t6i thi that 1a chan...

Co mdt didu lam toi ngac nhién la
Stephan va James hai ca tinh khac biét. Hai
cach séng cling khac biét. Nhung tai sao ho
lai than nhau nhu hinh véi béng? James
thich dn mic twom tat, dep, sang, dién quﬁn
4o dit tién. Con Stephan gian di, tuénh
toang va that don gian. Nhiing ngay tiéc
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ting, dam cudi, ma chay can phai mic do
vest, mang ca-vat cho c6 1& nghia chinh 1a
cuc hinh 16n nhét cua ‘Stephan. Ong chi
thich mic 4o thung ngén tay, mau trang,
nau, xam, hay den... va quan sot ngin hay
quén Jean hodc nhﬁ’ng cai quan rong thing
thinh mau tao nha. Chua bao gid toi thiy
Stephan chiu cét di mai toc dai rat v bui doi
cia minh. Ong tim mai toéc ngd bap lai
bang mot soi ddy thung dang sau gay. Trén
khuén mat trong nghiém nghi, it cudi cia
ong l1a ham rau mép ram rap duoc cit tia
theo y mudn. N6 ciing bui doi khong kém.
Stephan thap ngudi, nho nhin nhung trong
con ngudi d6 an chira mot sirc manh, mot y
chi kién dinh dé khing dinh vi tri s6 mot
ciia minh dé dat thanh cong. Néu ban lan
dau tién gip Stephan, giao tiép tro chuyén
v6i 6ng thi ban khong biét rang 6ng 1a mot
doanh nhan thanh dat.

Ké tir khi biét Stephan, t6i nhan ra 6ng
¢6 mot gidc mo phiéu bat, giang hd. Nhung
gid day o tudi sdu muoi, Stephan di cam
thdy moi mét véi cong viéc, moi mét voéi
cugc muu sinh, méi mét véi nhiing cong
viéc budn ban ma sudt doi 6ng don hét tam
tri vao dé nudi dudng gia dinh.

To6i chot nhan ra sy im lang an hién trong
ny cudi va 10i néi cia Stephan 1an viéng thim
nay. Nhiing cau n6i di dom, tiéu 1am lam cho
chiing t6i bat cudi da it hin di. Trong Stephan
6 nét budn hién trén khudn mit.

Ngay 11 thang 10 1a ngay sinh nhat cta
James. Stephan nhg, con toi nghi ngay mai
méi 14 ngdy sinh nhat ctia anh. Stephan dén
moi chiung t6i di an nha hang Nhat tai City
Place 1a dé mung sinh nhat cua James. Bao
gi¢ dén Washington D.C, méi lan di nha hang
1a Stephan ludn xi phéan tra tlen Ong nghi
rang 6ng dén ¢ nha t6i 1a 6ng tiét kiém duoc
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tién khach san, cho nén bon phan cua 6ng 1a
phai thanh toan tién an nhu mot sy chia sé.

MG&i khi toi nhic nhd James nhé ngay
sinh nhat, ngay cudi ciia cac con éng dé goi
qua cho chiung. Nhung mdi lan nhu vay,
Stephan lai goi qua nhiéu hon dé tra lai nhu
mot sy cam on.

Pém Maryland, troi mua tim ta. Khi
ching t6i an tdi xong thi di dn kem & goc
duong ké bén. Toi quan sat Stephan dang
co ro dirng dudi con mua bén canh hai con
toi. Chung da khon 16n, cao rao, xinh dep.
Chung khong con 1a hai ¢6 bé nho nhin
ngdy xua Stephan thudng 6m, am trén tay.
T6i thidy minh gia ¢di va James ciing nhur
Stephan dang budc qua tudi sau muoi.
Stephan van an mic don gian nhu ngudi
san sang phiéu luu day d6. Stephan thuong
mic nhimg chiéc 4o thung mau xam tro,
chiéc quan tay bén tai nga nga. Trén vai 1a
chiéc bald con coc. Chiée ba 16 ndy la gia
tai, hanh trang luu vién cua 6ng trong tit ca
cac chuyén du lich trong va ngoai nudc.
Céac con toi rat thwong mén 6ng. Ching
nhin vao mét ong va hoi vé chuyén doi mét
ong phai phau thuat dé thay vong mac méi.
Ong noi nhu dua:

“Ping rdi. Bac khong con deo kinh nira.
Béc c6 doi mit cuia robot d6 biét khong.”

Dorothy hoi téi:

“Bac c6 thdy dau khong va co nhin 1
nhu xua khong?”

Stephan hom hinh dap:

“Pi nodi bac di thay mat cua robot thi
tuyét hao roi. Bac by gid nhin rd hon ban
ngay nita co.”

Anna nam tay 6ng hoi don dap:
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Néa Dem Hiw Quard.

Nua dém gio6 thd cung may
L4 budn xao xac hang cdy lanh ling
Déng sang rét budt tan cing
Sau dang dic rét vé ving bén xua

X6t dau ngay thang dong dua
Cung dan db gdy tinh xua ra roi
Ngudi xa bién biét chan troi
Puong doi hai nga tach roi ntii song

Sudi mo théi hét trong mong
Dong doi nghiét nga ngép long dau thuong
Tinh nay tran phu khoéi vuong
Hoa siu tan rung cdi vuron thoi xanh

Giot suong ntrc nd trén canh
Sao budn théi sang tring danh lin xa
Chim c6i ngo ngao khong nha
Tiéng kéu ai oan xo6t xa phin budn

Nua chung gy canh to vuong
Mic cho con Tao trim dudng dbi thay
Nguoi gio noi cubi chan may
Con t6i mon moi mién tay nghen ngao

Uyen Plucong Misd Nguyiet

“Nghe noi bac s& di sang Puc song
phai khong? Sao bac lai xa Hoa Ky vay. Bo
béc chan song ¢ day ha?”

“Chau khong biét nuéc Puc dau. Pep
va tho mong lim. Bac thay sdng ¢ thanh
phé dong nguoi, dn do va rat ton kém. Bac
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s& ban hét cong ty, tau budm va sang Duc
song an nhan trén nui.”

T6i xen vao gop chuyén:

“Anh sang Durc song that sao. Con cac
chau, con Mary thi sao?”

“Chac khong ai thich theo t6i dau. Pirc
1a qué huong cua ba t6i. T6i yéu dat nude do
cting nhu Hoa Ky. 0 Hoa Ky nha trén nti
rat dat. Con ¢ Pic doi song tai thanh phd rat
dat d6. Nhung trén ndi yén tinh, c6 thé nhin
tuyét phu, may bay, gi6 thdi, nhin troi dét,
van vat ma nha lai ré. Mo udc cuia minh da
toai nguyén thi séng & Hoa Ky lam gi.”

Tbi thoang budn khi nghe Stephan noi.
Tir lau, t6i chi thay 6ng dén tham ching t6i
mot minh. Thinh thoang, bén canh ong la
mot ¢d ban cung tiéu bang chuyén di budn
ban tau buom v6i 6ng. Lan ndy, 6ng khong
con mudn ngu & khach san tai Baltimore,
gan bén tau ma vé nha toi ngu. Toi thiy ong
mdi ngdy mot co don hon, 1¢ loi hon trong
cong viéc lam an, muu sinh dé lo cho gia
dinh. Céc con 6ng da vao Pai Hoc. Ong
khong con phai cham lo cho chung nhu
ngay xua. Can biét thy rong 16n trén ngon
d6i cao chi con c6 6ng va Mary. Hai vo
chdng lai co s thich va ca tinh khac nhau
nhu ltra va nuée. Stephan mé tau thuyén va
mé giang hd thi Mary thich & trong nha
loanh quanh véi cic con rdi di cho mua
sam. Stephan thich boi 16i va du ngoan trén
bién, nudc, song hod thi Mary khong thich
tam. Stephan thich di cim trai trong rimg
v6i cac con thi Mary cho rang chuyén tao
lao cua nhitng ngudi do hoi. Toi cling rét
mén Mary, chi khong xinh dep nhung t6t
bung va rat an can khi chung t6i dén Vleng
tham gia dinh Stephan & Atlanta. D3 nhiéu
nim qua toi khong gip lai chi ma chi thiy
hinh trén online. James néi véi toi rang
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Stephan dé ly hon mét 1an va bay gid khong
con mudn ly hon 1an thi hai. Téi kham pha
ra rang dau phai c6 tién 1a ¢6 hanh phuc.
Vay hanh phic tir dau dén? Dau phai chi co
cam gidc ban dau cta tinh yéu la di. Va
cam giac d6 déu phai n6 s& vinh vién ton tai
v6i thoi gian. VAy, mdi con nguoi déu
muén tim kiém hanh phuc cho minh mét
cach tron ven va vién man thi phéi lam gi?
Cau hoi ndy khong bao gio co dap sb. Bai
vi tim 1y mdi ngudi déu bién dbi nhu bén
mua xuan-ha-thu-dong. Su thay déi dé it ai
nhén ra. Chinh vi vay, it c6 ai chiu thay doi
dé phu hop véi cude séng moi ma minh
dang d6i dién.

C6 thé tudi doi cang cao, t6i cang nghi
rang tinh yéu chi 1a mot thoang may bay,
mot giai doan, mot ching dudng ma mdi
nguol phai trai qua. Tinh yéu co ling
xuong, dong lai trong tim moi nguoi hay
khong con do tAm tu, tinh cam va chiéu sau
clia tim hon mdi nguoi. Tai sao tinh ban
gitta Stephan va James khong thay doi,
nhung hanh phuc ctia Stephan va Mary thay
ddi? Tai sao, mot nguoi thanh dat nhu 6ng
hai 14n 1ap gia dinh 1a hai ldn 6ng that
vong? Ngay ca toi, cd phai lic nao toi cling
hai 1ong voi hanh phiic minh dang c¢6? Toi
con mudn gi va nhimng diéu t6i mong udce
¢6 thuce sy tro thanh sy that? Néu cudc séng
tat ca déu dé dang, troi chay thi cude song
ndy dau con la thude do gia tri cua kiép
nhan sinh. Cling dau phai hai nguoi hop lai
s& vinh vién c6 tinh yéu? Vay tinh yéu bat
ngudn bang cai gi va két thic ra sao con tiy
vao thai do séng ciia mdi chung ta ching?
Lai rat kho c6 10i giai dap chinh xac.

Stephan ctia hai mwoi ndm toi biét, 6
12 mot ngudi dan ong tan tuy, biét didu va
luén quan tdm dén nguoi khac. Ong ling 18
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lam viéc nhu mot con géu dé nudi dudng
vg con c6 nha cao, ctra rong. Ho chua biét
vt va dé di tim chén com manh 40. Gén
cubi doi, cong ty ma oéng tan tuy xay dung
mdt doi nhung nay chua thy ai trong cac
con 6ng muon tlep tuc cong viéc diéu hanh.
Ong cam thay that vong va c6 don. Niém
c¢d don 4y no hién ra trén khubn mit can cdi
va gia trudc tudi ciia 6ng. Toi nhan ra dicu
d6 sau sac hon ai hét. Thé nhung t6i khong
dam thd 16 cing 6ng.

Bubi t6i, Anna choi game online.
Stephan ngdi quan sat dén khuya. Ong néi
chuyén véi Anna nhu mét ngudi ban roi
sau d6 ong di ngu.

Sang hém sau, t6i nghe tiéng chan
Stephan thirc ddy pha ca phé dé udng. Tbi
thirc gidc va xudng néi chuyén véi ong:

“Good morning Stephan.”

“QO! Chi di thirc day rdi sao? Toi khong
ngo hom nay t6i thirc ddy mudn nhu vay.
Thong thudng thi toi ngi lac 10 gio toi va 5
gio sang da thuc. Nhung hom nay, toi day
qua muon. Con James thi thitc khuya va
day thi muon.”

T6i cuoi:

“James va anh nhu hai thai cuc. Cac con
t6i thi mé game. Nhit 1a con bé Anna. Cudi
tuan thi n6 khong bao gio di ngi som.”

Stephan uéng mot ngum ca phé rdi
cham rai noi:

“Thé hé ciia minh khac véi bon tré. Toi
that su ching biét gi vé nhiing tro choi trén
mang cua chung. Trong tuong lai, khoa hoc
s& str dung computer d& mé xé, tri bénh vi n6
chinh xac hon con nguoi. Ho ché tao nhitng
robot than ky thay cho con nguoi. Bon tré s&
song trong thé hé méi. Con chung ta da tré
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thanh qua kha. D6 1a sy that ma ching ta
phai chap nhéan, khong thé tir chdi.”

Stephan no6i y hét James noéi véi toi.
Con t6i thdy con t6i choi game nhiéu quén
ca hoc hanh thi t6i lo ling v6 cung. Toi hoi
Stephan vé& cong viéc lam an cia ong.
Stephan trAm tu mot lac roi tAm su:

“Toi bay gio da gia va cling da mét moi
v6i cong viée. CO thé t6i s& ban cong ty va
sang Duic sdng. Cac chau da lon va cling
khong c6 ai mudn tiép tuc cong viée cia
cong ty. Nhiing gi tdi tao dung 1én khong ai
mudn don nhan va ciing chang ai c6 mot 1oi
cam on. C6 ching, toi chi biét nai lung ra
lam tat c. Chi nhin xem, ngay ca hai chiéc
tau budm tri gia hon hai tridu do la, toi dau
& bii cling tén rat nhiéu tién. T6i mong
Mary, hay cac con di thuyén choi véi toi
trong nhimg ngay mua he, hay ngdy nghi.
Thé nhung chang ai quan tim dén. Nhu’ng
gl t6i mong mudn, ao udc lam cho moi
ngudi nhung chang ai mudn dén nhan. Tau
dé mai khong sir dung thi bi hu hong phai
béo tri rat nhiéu tién. T6i danh phai ban di.
C6 18 s& ban tat ca dé 1én nui sdng. Toi s&
trg vé Piic qubc.”

Lan déau tién, t6i nghe Stephan tim su.
Ong c6 vé trdm tu, budn va it hom hinh, di
dom nhu nhimg nam vé trude. Toi nhan ra
ong c6 noi budn riéng. Ong noi chuyén véi
Anna vé hai chiéc tau bo trong lau nim chang
ai budn ngo téi nén trén tau co nhimg chu
chim hai 4u bay vao lam t6. Chung dé con va
“i” trén nhimg canh budm, ctra kinh va boong
tau. Sau nhiing ngay lam vigc tai cong ty, ong
lai phai stra chita hay lau chui tau. Mot minh
ong lai phai lai thui dén bén, thay nhét, tin
trang hai chiéc tau du lich. Ong nhan rﬁng su
say mé hai hd, phiéu bat ctia ong khong c6 ai
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chia sé¢. Nhimg ngudi thdn dang song bén
canh 6ng, nhung ching ai thong cam hiéu
ong. Khong ai hoan nghénh, d6n nhan nhiing
gi 6ng ban tang cho ho.

T6i mudn ndi véi 6ng nhiéu hon nhung
toi phai di lam va tam chia tay 6ng. T6i 6m
vai Stephan va noi 101 tam biét vi chiéu toi
tr& vé thi Stephan d tro lai Atlanta.

M4y ngay sau, James nhdn dugc mot
cai may pha ca phé méi tri gia gan niam
tram d6 la do Stephan goi ting lam qua sinh
nhat. James néi cho t6i biét Iy do Stephan
g6i mén qua niy cho James. James ké rang
¢6 mot lan di dy dam cudi con gai Stephan
va James duoc udng ca phé pha tir cai may
nay Khi trg vé nha thay cai may pha ca phé
co 16 si ciia minh, James chan khong muén
ubng. Cau no6i dua cua James lam cho
Stephan chu y. Va Stephan da mua ngay cai
may dit tién ting cho ban vio ngiy sinh
nhdt cua James. Po6i luc t6i cling khong
hiéu tai sao Stephan lai thuong James la
ling nhu vdy. Va toi cling khong hiéu tai
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sao Stephan c6 thé chip nhan lam ban
duong hon nim muoi ldm nidm véi mot
ngudi séng bo doi, tho o nhu James?

Piéu ma toi chic chin nhan ra ring tinh
ban cta ho nhu mét chudi ngoc vo gia lap
lanh dudi 4anh mat troi. N6 cang ngay cang
dugc mai gilia, ddnh bong. N6 duoc nudi
dudng tr hai trai tim thong cam, thuong
mén, chia sé va vd vu loi. Chinh nhd tinh
ban ctia ho ma t6i ngd ra dugc mét
chan 1y bt di bt dich vé tinh ban,
tinh y€u. Nhitng gia tri cao quy do
chi dugc hun duc, nu6i dudng
bang sy chung thuy, hy sinh, long
trung thyc va sy ton trong lan
nhau. D¢ 1a sy cong hudng, su chia
sé va cong bang. N6 ¢6 di va c6 lai
nhu mét sy giao thoa cam giac,
nhu soi ddy dan da ngan 1én tiéng
nhac du duong tir ban tay ctia méot
nhac si tai hoa sau nhiéu nim miét
mai luyén tap. Cudc doi khong cod
kiéu tinh yéu ban phat mot chiéu.
Va ciing khong c6 mot thir tinh ban
nao dugc xdy dung trén vu lgi va
long ganh ti.

T6i cam on Stephan da thuong mén gia
dinh t6i va nhét 1a yéu quy James. Boi
chinh Stephan da bu dip cho James nhiing
khoang tréng trong tim tu anh ma toi
khong thé 1am dugc. Viét vé& Stephan nhu
giit lai cho chung t6i nhitng ky niém dep vé
ong va gia dinh ong. Cho di mai niy
Stephan c6 con ¢ lai Hoa Ky hay 6ng sang
buc séng, thi hinh anh va trai tim d6n hau,
d& yéu ctia 6ng van con dé lai trong 1ong toi
su tran trong va ngudng mo.

PHONG THU
Maryland thang 10 nam 2013
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Noi Long Rau Diep Ca

Nguyen May Thu

Nam trén chiéc givong ném méi mua &
IKEA, dua tay vudt tim khin trai giuvong
trang phang phiu, Ba Hong nhin quanh quét
can phong nho vira du ké mot chiéc giuong,
mot ti quan 4o va mot chiéc ban thip trén
dé sach bao, dong hod bao thirc thém mot
ngon dén ngu. Cua phong ngu mét dau an
thong vao nha tam dau kia dan vé phia
phong khach. Nha tam rat chat hep, thiét ké
bdn tim bang mdt voi sen, didu do khong
phién ha gi v6i ba, da ngoai tam muoi tudi,
ba phai dimg doi nudc bang voi sen chu
khong can ngadm minh trong bodn tim. Khi
tam xong budc ra, xoay lung lai ba Hong
dung ngay bon rira mit dit ké bén that vira
van khit khao. Doc theo sat tuong la mét bé
thap, ba dé cac thir linh kinh vit vanh, so
nude lau nha, sdo phoi quan 4o v.v. Phong
khach kha rong so voi phong ngu nhung no
chira ludn ca nha bép, mot loai kitchenette
thu gon lai trén c6 bon rira chén, hai bép
dién, dudi dé cac ndi niéu xoong chdo v.v.
Cac thu chén dia, dao, muéng, nia va thirc
an kho Iuu trir ba dé trong tu kinh khoét sau
vao tuong. Ba mua thém mot ban an voi
bdn ghé ngdi dat gitra phong khach, phong
khi ¢6 ban bé hay con chau t6i choi. May
gidt quan 4o khong biét sap xép vao dau, ba
dit ngay trong phong khach canh ta bép.
Nhu vay n6 "ding ngang hang" véi chiée
ghé "clic-clac" ciing mua & IKEA ba ding
dé xem truyén hinh.
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Don vé day ¢ duoc g?m mot thang, ba
Hong chwa quen 1im. Ba nhd ¢b chau géi
Nhu Nguyén tim mudn cho ba, mt studio
rong cd 25 mét vuong, du cho mot nguoi o
trong hoan canh don chiéc nhu ba. Khu
chung cu di rat cii k¥, trude kia nd 1a mot
khach san 16n, dugc stra chira lai, chia ra
thanh timg phong 16n nho dé cho mudn dai
han. Pay 1a khu trung tdm thanh phé thuong
mai v6i nhiéu cira tiém moc san sat. Noi can
phong ba mudn & quay vé phia sau cia mit
tién duong, tir ctra ra vao di qua mot hanh
lang hep dan dén phong khach, chira mét cira
s0 nhung khéng c6 ngé thong ra ngoai, né bit
bung nhu mot nha giam. Khung cira so nay
nhin thang qua nha déi dién, ba it c6 dip dugc
nhin thiy ning hay mau da trdi xanh. Nguoi
chiit muén cin nha dbi dién ba chua gip bao
gio, hinh nhu 1a nguoi Pakistanais, ong ta
thuong vang nha ban ngay. Ban dém khuya
khodt ong méi vé va bat dau luc duc nau
nuéng, ba nghe tiéng chén dia khua lanh
canh, 4nh dén bat sing trung roi thing vao
phong ngu cua ba. Vi vay ba thuong hay mat
ngu thao thirc luc nira dém.

skeksk

Salon de Provence, 1a mot thanh phé o
mién Nam nudc Phap nim trong ving
Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur, cach Marseille
50 cay sb, cach Arles 40 cay sb, gan nhét 1a
Aix en Provence cach 35 cay sb. May nam
dau khi méi t6i dinh cu, mua dong vé lanh
cét da, ba lo ngai voi con gi6 mistral thoi
lién tiép trong may ngay nhu muén 16i ba di
theo nhung lau dan ba ciing quen. Thanh
phé thu hut rat nhiéu du khach ghé qua vao
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dip h¢. Mdi nam lién tiép trong ba ngay cudi
thang sau, cac budi dién hanh duoc td chuc,
dan chung tinh nguyén déng gop thanh 1ap
lai nhitng khung canh lich st *, canh sinh
hoat v6i cac phuong tién tho so c6 xua, may
sim stra sang xiém y cho thich hop véi thoi
dai Phuc Hung vao khoang thé ky thir 16, dé
tuong niém giai thoai hoang hau Catherine
de Médicis thap tung con chau hoang gia
dén Salon de Provence gip g& nha tién tri
Nostradamus. Ba thay phién véi con trai va
con dau Kim Anh, dan cac chau cua ba, dta
16n nhat Nhu An tam tudi, Nhu Nguyén bay
tudi, dtra nho nhat Kim Long bén tudi, thinh
thoang moi chan lai doi bé trén tay, di vong
quanh thanh phd theo doan ngudi li luot,
dén 1au dai Empéri xem ho dién kich, ri lan
vé phia Thiap Pdng HO6 (La Tour de
'Horloge), Pai Phun Nudc Pong Réu (La
Fontaine Moussue), hinh thu n6 quai di lam
cho cac chau s¢ hii cr niu 40 ba. Poan
nguoi cung dung lai ¢ hai bén duong thudng
thirc tai nghé cua cac nhac si, ca si, nhom
ngudi nhao 16n, mua kiém. Ho mic 40 kiéu
"Ba Chang Ngu Lam Phao Thu" cua
Alexandre Dumas. Nhitng binh si d6 co luc
bat chot nhu muén di mii kiém sit vao
ngudi xem lam ai ndy hoang sg, nhung dau
¢6 hoang s¢ cho bang nhém nguoi nhao 16n
nhady mua cai trang thanh nhiing con quy
dua nanh vudt, da thit mat may son dé 1om,
lién hdi danh tréng dao nhac that hép dan va
diéu nghé. Moi nguoi giat minh né tranh
nhung cudi ciing lai thich thép ting theo sau.
koksk

C6 biét bao nhiéu ky niém budn vui
trong doi séng tam dung noi xu la qué
ngudi cua ba Hong. Nhitng dém tré trin
kho ngt, ba thuong nhd lai quang doi da di
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qua nhu mdt doan phim dai... Ba theo con
trai c6 qudc tich Phap, anh Lt (doc tat tén
chit Phap 1a Jean Claude) t6i dinh cu trong
thanh phd nay tinh dén nay da trén ba muoi
nim. Khong mudn cyc 1ong cho con chau,
ba tim viéc 1am nudi séng ban than, cong
vi¢c cling nhan ha. Chtia nhat ngay nghi ba
di nha tho Saint Laurent noi c¢6 ngdi mo cuia
Nostradamus, mot thﬁy thudc va 1a mot
chiém tinh gia 15i lac thoi xua. Thir tu ba di
cho troi ¢ cong truong Morgan, cho gin
nha nhung ba cling nho chdu Nhu An theo
khiéng phu gi6 trdi cdy, chg & mién
Provence lac nao ciing nhiéu mau sic, vai
voc, hang dac san dia phuong, hoa qua trai
cdy tuoi, khong thiéu mot thu gi, ngay ca
bau, bi, muop, kho qua, cac thu rau thom...
ba mua vé in cho d& nhd qué huong.

Ba song yén lanh thanh than bén con
chéau, khong mo udc cao xa. Tir mot lang xa
x0i héo lanh ¢ Viét Nam rdi trdi ndi diéu
linh xoay van cho dén nay ¢ Phap, xr vin
minh tu do, co dﬁy dt moi phuong tién
muu sinh, ba con mong mubén gi hon.
Nhung c6 1€ ba 1a nguoi troi sinh khong co
nhidu may man. Nim Nhu An 1én mudi
tudi, vo chong con trai ba séng khong hanh
phiic. C6 Kim Anh, con dau ba bo di liy
chong khac, dé lai ba dtra chau nho dai.
Anh Lbt di 1am ludn phién mot tuan ca
ngay, mot tuan ca dém, khong du thi gid lo
cho cac chau. Ngoai viéc 1am & s&, vé nha
ba phai vira lam ba ndi vira l[am me, giat
gili, com nudc, nau nuong, day dd cac
chau. Nhat 1a Nhu Nguyén, ¢ chéu gai tinh
nghich, ba con nhé mai khi dén tudi mai
16n véi than hinh tron tria tuoi mat, no
dung k& ban cong nhin ra duong 4o thi ho
cd, quan thi quén cai diy kéo, miéng thi
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cudi toe toét. Ba nhic nhd, no tra 10i:

- Khong c6 sao dau ba oi, chau dua
chut thoi ma!

Nhu An hién lanh, ém yéu giy com,
thim trAm it noi, thuong hay gitp d& moi
ngudi. Nhu Nguyén tanh tinh thing thén,
hoat bat, thich pha tro6 cho ba cudi vui. Kim
Long nhé tudi nhung rit chitng chac, than
hinh cao 1€u nghéu, n6 mo udc khi trudng
thanh dugc vao binh chung khéng quan
ngay trong tinh nha. Thanh phd Salon de
Provence 14 noi c6 cin ctr khong quan ndi
tiéng da timg dao tao cac si quan phi cong
Viét Nam, cac ky su, can bd co sd... Ba
thuong yéu hét cac chau cta ba. Tir ngay
con dau ba bo di, nhimg ndi budn trong gia
dinh moi nguoi chung lung ganh chiu. DPén
nay moi viéc da tam yén on. Ba vui v&i bbn
mua xuan , ha, thu, dong.

Can nha con trai ba mudn la mét khu
chung cu rat rong rdi di cho nim nguoi 6,
néu ké thém con dau 1a sau ngudi. Ban cong
rong chay dai tir phong khach sang nha bép.
Mua xuan sang hé, ranh roi ba trong cac thi
rau dé khoi di mua doi khi duong xa khong
tién. Khi hau néng 4m ctia mién Nam nudc
Phap da cho ba niém vui cham so6c vun tudi
ciy canh. Ba trong cdy chanh cao nghéu
nghéu va nang niu tung trai moc trén canh.
Nhit 13 rau diép ca. Tai sao c6 nhiéu ngudi
khong ding duoc rau diép c4? Ba thdy nod
twoi ngon ma ho bao rang c6 mui tanh hoi
khong chiu duoc. Ba trdng nhiéu trong cac
chau dé & ban cong. Thinh thoang dem cho
ba Ninh, ban cta ba cu ngu ¢ Marseille. Con
du lai khong biét lam gi, ba cho 1an vao xa
lach tron gidm, lam rau tuoi dé an pho... Cac
chau ba ban ddu nhin mat nhung lau dan
dam "nghién" cai mui "thom thom tanh
tanh" ctia rau diép ca.
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Ba Hong rat thuong rau diép c4 vi no 1a
hinh anh ctia qué huong. Ba thuong nhiing
chiéc 14 nho nhoi nhu mot loai ¢o dai, mang
hinh trai tim véi nhiing canh hoa tring nhuy
vang don so. Tuy xa qué huong khong phai
1a noi no sinh s6ng, nhung nd biét khic phuc
thién nhién. Mac cho tuyet roi phu phang,
gi6 dap mua vui trong subt mua dong gid rét.
Ctr vao mdi mua Xuan ning am, né vuon
1€n, chuyen minh tr6i day tu trong dat am
nhiing chiéc 14 xanh mém mai va séng mai
cho dén hét hé sang thu.

seksk

bai Phun Nudc Béng Réu & ngay trung
tam thanh phd, trén cong truong Crousillat,
dbi dién v6i Thap Pong Ho va cach khong
xa lau dai Empéri. N6 hién hiru tir thé ky
tha 16, 1a mot biéu tuong thuc sy riéng ré
ctia Salon de Provence, cic chat voi tich tu
lau ngay tao thanh mot hinh dang v6 cung
dic biét nhu mot cay nam khong 10, vai 16p
réu va cac loai thuc vat nho li ti sinh s6i
ndy né bam chung quanh. Ngudi dan Salon
thuong dén day vao nhing chidu mat, cac
quan an, quan giai khat, kem stra... moc rai
rac. Vao mua hé rat dong du khéch, sinh
hoat noi day tré nén huyén ndo tip nap.

Nhung by gi¢' 1a mua dong, thanh pho
thua vang nguoi vi méay hom nay troi vira d6
tuyét. Ba Hong cling thuong xuyén dén day,
nghe gio théi lanh, ba kéo manh khin
choang c0 1én cao, nhin dai phun nudc, trong
dam réu xanh mot vai chd tuyét chua tan
dong lai thanh giot dai rdi dung yén, trong
vét nhu pha 1€, nhon hodt nhu mot ludi dao
xuyén thau tim ba. Mot ngudi dan ba vut di
ngang qua, tay dit dua tré ngdy tho tung
tang theo chdn me. My muoi nim trudc
day khi ba con tré, ba ciing di timg bong dm
dat diu, thwong yéu anh L&t nhu vay. Tinh
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yéu thiéng liéng 4 4y c6 bao gid phai lat dau!

Mot lan vé Viét Nam thim qué huong,
khong biét troi xui hay dat khién, khi tré lai
Phap, anh Lot gi6i thi¢u voi ba ¢6 Tham va
ngd y mudn cudi vo lan thir hai. Anh néi co
tén Xuan Thim nhung vi nhan vién lam gidy
to0 khai sinh in sai nén c6 phai mang tén
Tham. C6 nho hon anh Lét 10 tudi. Khi dat
nudc doi doi, ndm bay 1dm, c6 Tham chi vira
12 tudi, thuong theo ching ban quang khin
do ca hat trén dudong phd. Guong mit cd
xuong xuong, hai go ma nho ra phoi nude da
trang xanh, cam hoi banh. Khi nhin ngang c6
¢6 nét nam tinh. Néu trude kia con dau Kim
Anh coa ba tiéu xai hoang phi bao nhiéu, thi
bay gio con dau Xuan Tham cua ba keo kiét
bun xin, tinh toan chi li by nhiéu. Cting song
chung trong mot nha, vi khéng mudn phién
ha con chau, ba dem ca s6 tién huu com cdi
cua ba ra chia sé, cung tra chi phi vai con trai
va con dau: tién nha, tién an, tién dién , tién
nuéc, tién dién thoai v.v. nhung déi véi co
Tham, mét giot nudc khong duge dé roi, mot
hat gao khong dugc danh d6, ba phai de
chimg mdi khi tim, mdi lic an com. CO
Tham lai la nguoi cé tinh da nghi nén dién
thoai cua ba thudng bi nghe 1én. Cac bong
dén dién phai dbt giam thiéu, ngay ca may
truyén hinh ba thinh thoang méi dugc xem.
Va thinh thoang c6 Tham giém pha, can phai
don nha di noi khac nhu cé y xua dudi, co
don dep nhiéu noi, thay doi nhiéu chd. Cac
chau ciia ba con tré tudi, khong wa di ghe, da
tw dong tim nha, tim viéc lam o tu dong
phan tan, mdi dira mot noi, it khi ndo ching
n6 vé tham. Con lai ba Hong, anh Lot va con
dau trong nha véi hai phong nga tréng khong.
Ba Ninh c6 d6i 1an dén choi da nhac nho:

- Con o1, vo thi con ¢6 thé tim duoc hai
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lan hay nhiéu lan. Nhung Me thi con chi ¢6
mot 1an thoi.

Anh L6t lang yén khoéng noéi. Anh
thuong nghe ba Hong than thé nhung von
ban tinh nhu nhuogc, anh khong biét phai
bénh ai bo ai. Vién c6 cdy chanh c6 qua
nhiéu gai, rau diép ca c6 mui tanh hoéi, dat
6 nhiéu sau bo, mot budi ba Héng di Véng,
c6 Tham da dem vut hét ca vao thing rac
cung lic véi cac chén dia ba mua sim biy
lau, c6 ndi v6i ba c6 mudn "¢ cai gi cua
riéng minh". Ba dau 1ong biét may khi thiy
cdy chanh 1 niém vui tudi gia cua ba, chau
rau diép ca 1a 1ong thuong mén, tudng nhé
qué huong cta ba bi vit bo di, ciy co vo
tinh nao c6 toi gi dau!

Ba lang 18 tr& vé phong riéng nhin bdn
burc tudng cdm ma khoc rung rirc. Hoi 1au,
ba Hong bdng dung thirc tinh, kip nhan ra,
trong can nha nay tir miy chuc nim nay
budn vui bao ky niém, hién thoi khong con
chd cho ba nita.

seksk

Budi dién hanh niam nay thanh lap lai
canh lich str, ba Hong khong tham dy vi tu01
gia suc yeu Ba chi nghe tleng trong, tleng
kén, tiéng nhac vang rén tir nhimg chiéc loa
gin doc theo hai bén duong vong lai tir xa.
Thanh phd nay ba di sinh séng tir ngay roi
xa qué huong ma tdi day. Ba xem no6 than
thiét nhu qué huong thtr hai cua ba. Ba da
quen ting bui cdy dam co bén dudng, biét
timg goc phd, timg can nha. Nhimg ngudi
moi tdi, nhitng ngudi don di, nhitng dra tré
ngdy nao con bé tho, nay da tay bé tay bong.

Di ngoai tim muoi tudi, méi toc tring
nhu cude, mot con mat da bi hu, ba lan mo
cham chap tirmg budc mot véi gio trai cay
mua tir chg. Cac chau ctia ba phai lam viéc &
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xa khong thé & canh ba, khong thé nao giup
ba nhiéu hon dugc. Poan dudng nay di bén
phai, doan duong kia di bén trai, gilra tiém
banh mi va tiém quﬁn 4o c6 bac thang cao,
ba phai cin than ghi nhé dé khoi bi vap nga.
Tir nay ba phai séng mot minh va phai tu lo
cho ban than minh. Ba khong tiéc gi nita ¢
cdi doi ndy nhung ban ning sinh ton 1a mot
nguyén ly rit manh mé. Ba con mot qué
huong dé nhé thuong, phai biét phan dau dé
vugt qua moi nghich canh, nhu nhitng 1a rau
diép c4 trong cac chiu ngay xwa dé ¢ ban
cong vao mua déng day bao tuyét.

Nguoi ta bat dau gidng méac dén hoa
trén duong phd, trén Dai Phun Nudc Dong
Réu dé chuan bi cho Noél sip t6i. Hon
mudi nam nay ba chua tung dugc hudng
mdt mua Giang sinh day ¥ nghia. That hanh
phuc lam sao cho nhiing gia dinh thuan hoa

vui vdy sum hop, nhét 14 trong nhiing ngay
cudi nam. Cac chau ciia ba bon ba lo tim ké
sinh nhai, d6i khi ngay 1& lac tung bung
nhu dém Noél ciing phai 1am viéc. Ba Hong
hy vong mua Giang Sinh nim nay, thé niao
Nhu An, Nhu Nguyén, Kim Long ciling s€
vé thim, tu hop dong du, du & trong can
phong 25 mét vuong chat hep, nhung nd
gidng nhu mot thién dang nho bé chira day
tinh thuong 1an nu cuoi. Lic nao ciling vay,
ba cr nghi, con sdng thém mot ngay 14 con
nuoi hy vong boi vi tu do la cai gia ba phai
tra rat dit dé danh d6i dugc hanh phic.

Nguyén May Thu
(Paris, 09-11-2013)
e Xin xem thém Video trén youtube.
Tim: Reconstitution Historique Salon
de Provence 2012.

i BAC SI
NGUYEN QUAC QUAN

CHUYEN MON NOI KHOA VA LAO KHOA
4217 Evergreen Lane

Annandale, Va 22003
(703) 354-2629

KHAM BENH MOI NGAY THEO GIG HEN
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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation,
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave
their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow --
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what
we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they
gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.
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BAI DIEN VAN LICH SU CUA
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Bai nay gidi thi€u, va phan tich mot
ang van hung hon trong lich sir Hoa Ky,
Gettysburg Address. Ngay 19 thang 11 nam
nay cling la ngay ky niém 150 ndm cua bai
dién vin nay.

Vao ngay 19 thang 11 nam 1863, Tong
thong Abraham Lincoln, vi tong thong thir
16 ciia Hop Chung Qubc Hoa Ky, duoc
moi toi bii chién truong Gettysburg thudc
tiéu bang Pennsylvania, 1 noi trudc do 4
thang rudi, trong ba ngay 1 — 3 thang 7,
nam 1863, da xdy ra mdt tran chién thu
hing giita hai phe mién Béic (Union) va
mién Nam (Confederacy), trong d6 quan
mién Béc thiang nhung ca hai bén vira chét
vira bi thuong dén 50 ngan binh si.

Téng thong Lincoln dugec moi dé ban
vai 101, ma theo nhu thu moi caa ban td
chtrc budi 18 1a dé cho “a few appropriate
remarks” trong 18 danh mot phan dat cia
béi chién trudng khéc liét trong cudc ndi
chién Hoa Ky lam Nghia trang quan doi.
Dién gia dau va chinh cua budi 18 la
Edward Everett, gido su va vién truong Pai
hoc Harvard, m¢t nha hung bién va ngoai
giao, doc bai ai diéu chinh oration trong 2
tiéng ddng hd. Khi 6ng Everett doc xong thi
dén lugt Téng Théng Lincoln. Bai dién vin
272 chit von ven 10 dong cua Tong Thong
Lincoln qua ngin khién nguoi tho chup
hinh thoi d6 chi kip xép Ong anh, chua kip
chup thi tong thong da noi xong. Ong quay
lai n6i voi nguoi ngdi canh “That speech
won’t scour” (Bai dién vin ndy hong).
Nhung Téng théng Lincoln khéng ngo,
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chinh dién gia Everett hom sau giri thu viét
cho 6ng rang:

“I should be glad, if 1 could flatter
myself that I came as near to the central idea
of the occasion, in two hours, as you did in
two minutes.” “T6i s& hai 1ong néu nhu toi
c6 thé tyr hanh dién ring minh dén gan ¥
chinh cta budi 1&, trong hai tiéng dong hd,
nhu ngai da dat dugc trong hai phuat.”

Gettysburg address nay tré thanh mot
trong nhitng ang hing vin ndi tiéng trong
lich str Hoa ky.

Tai sao bai dién vin quan trong?

--Dbi v6i nguoi My luc do, cude Noi
chién di kéo dai hai nim trong 4 nam véi
moi de doa c6 thé tach Hoa Ky lam hai xi
thi nghich ma nguyén do chinh 13 van dé
nguoi nd 1€ da den dugc coi nhu tai san
trong nhirng tiéu bang trong bong va thude
14 & mién Nam. Trong bai dién van, Tong

Théng Lincoln khai trién y twuéng moi
ngudi sinh ra déu binh ding “all men are
created equal”, bao goém trong ¥ tudng d6
ca nhitng ngudi nd 1¢ da den. Ong néi rong
thém y tuong cong bang (equality) trong
Emancipation Proclamation (Tuyén Ngoén
Giai Phong nguoi nd 1& da den & mién Nam
va cho ho gia nhdp quén doi co luong mién
Bic) ban ra thang giéng ndm 1863. Y niém
binh ding Kkhéng nim trong Hién Phap
Hoa Ky Constitution of the United States
lac 6, tuy rang c6 dé cap dén trong ciu thi
hai cia ban Tuyén Ngén Doc Lap
Declaration of Independence (“We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men
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are created equal..”) nhung ban Tuyén
ngon khong phai la mt dao luat.

--TT Lincoln vi chinh thé dan chu &
Hoa Ky nam 1776 nhu sy ra doi cua mot
hai nhi. Diéu nay c6 y nghia ddi véi ca cac
chinh thé trén thé gi6i. Chinh thé dan chi &
M¥ lac d6 con non nét: méi duoc 87 nam,
va coi nhu mot thi nghiém. Tran ndi chién
12 mot thir thach chinh thé d6 c6 thé ton tai
hay khong. Ciing dinh nghia ngin gon thé
nao 1a mét chinh phu dan chu: government
of the people, by the people, for the people.

1. Four score and seven years ago.
our fathers brought forth from this
continent, a new nation, conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal.

Cach ddy 87 nam, ong cha ta da khai
sinh trén luc dia nay mot tan quoc gia, thai
nghén trong Tu do va cung hién cho niém xdc
tin rang moi nguwoi sinh ra déu binh ddng .

Score=hai muoi nam. Chir score dung
trong Kinh Thanh (Psalm 90). Cach day 87
nam: Nam ky ban Tuyén ngén Doc Lap 1776
+87=1863, nam TT Lincoln doc dién vin.

To bring forth=to give birth to, sinh
ra: day la mét chir goi hinh: so sanh mot tan
qudc gia nhu mot su ra doi ciia mot hai nhi.

To dedicate: céng hién, dang hién,
khanh thanh. Chit nay dugc dung 6 lan
trong bai.

To conceive: thu thai, thai nghén, hinh
thanh mot ¥ niém. Tan qudc gia Hoa Ky vi
nhu dugc thai nghén trong Tu Do.

To create=tao thanh. Creator=ding
tao hoa, Thugng pé.

Equal=binh ding.

Proposition=mat dé nghi, mot diéu xéc tin,
mot dinh de, mot niém tin, coi nhu mot cudc thi
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nghiém nhimg 1y tuong tir luc 1ap quoc dé xem
qudc gia ndy co ton tai hay khong.

2. Now we are engaged in a great
civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met
on a great battle-field of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that
field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation
might live. It is altogether fitting and
proper that we should do this.

Engage=tham gia vao, 1am vao..

Civil war=tran Noi chién Hoa Ky (1861-1865)

Testing=thir thach

Endure=tdn tai, chiu dung,

Final resting place=noi an nghi cudi ciing

Altogether=hoan toan, completely

Fitting=thich hop

Proper=thich dang. Hai chit fitting and
proper hay ding chung véi nhau vira dé bd nghia
cho nhau vira tao sy nhip nhang, bat nguénttrhai
chit “dulce et decorum “ ctia Horace.

Who here gave their lives that that
nation might live: Chit that thir nhat: so
that, chir that th nhi: demonstrative
adjective. Dung chir that thir nhi v6i nghia
“d6” hay “dy" khién chit “nation” khach
quan hon, the use of that makes the word
nation more objective, bringing the speaker
away from the word nation to allow him a
deliberately objective distance.

But, in a larger sense=trong mdt nghia
rong hon. Dung nhom chir nay dé bao trudce
mdt chuyén ¥ quan trong.

To consecrate=hién dang, ton phong.

To hallow=thanh héa, 1am cho linh thiéng,

Gio ddy ching ta da lam vao mot cugc
ngi chién réng lom, dé thir thach xem quoc
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gia dy, hay bdt cir quéc gia ndo dwoc hinh
thanh va hién ding nhir vdy, c6 thé ton tai
ldu dai hay khong.

Chung ta da gap nhau trén mot bai
chién trwong 1om ciia cude chién dy. Ching
ta t6i dé cung hién mét phan dat cia bai
chién truong dy lam noi an nghi cuéi ciing
cho nhitng ngwoi dd hy sinh mang song
minh tai ddy dé quéc gia dé dwoc truong
ton. Chiing ta lam vdy thiee hoan toan thich
hop va chinh dang.

3. But, in a larger sense, we can not
dedicate—we can not consecrate—we
can not hallow—this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract.

Nhung, trong mot nghia rong  hon,
ching ta khong thé cung hién—ching ta
khéng thé ton phong—chiing ta khong thé
thénh héa--manh dat nay. Nhitng nguoi can
truong, con song hay da chét, da timg tranh
ddu noi day, chinh ho da lam manh ddt nay
linh thiéng, vuwot xa quyén luc nhé nhoi ciia
chiing ta cé thé thém vao hay bét di dwoc.

Nhan xét:

-Su lap lai ba lan nhoém chit cannot
dedicate, cannot consecrate, cannot hallow
lam tang thém y nghia phu dinh. Khoa tu tir
(rhetorics) goi cach d6 la anaphora.

-Piép am dau alliteration “poor power”,
repetition of the consonant p: Muc dich 1a dé
noi nhim quyén lyc cia nguoi con sdng va
nang cao vinh du cia nguoi da hy sinh.

4. The world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it can
never forget what they did here.

Thé giGi sé chang ghi nhén, va ciing
chdng nhé lau nhitng diéu ching ta néi noi
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ddy, nhung sé khong bao gio quén nhitng
dieu ho da tirng lam noi day.

Nhan xét: little note (chiang ghi nhan)
tuong phan véi long remember (nhd 1au).
Tuong phan hai vé: what we say here voi
what they did here dé cuc ta y nghia 15
noi cua ngudi sdng so sanh véi hanh dong
can truong cia nhitng ngudi chét va hanh
dong cua ho mai quan trong. Khoa tu tir goi
cach twong phan hai y trai nguoc va gan
nhau 1a contrast hay juxtaposition.

5. It is for us the living, rather, to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced.

DPung hon, chinh chung ta, nhitng ké
con séng, moi phai hién ding minh & noi
ddy cho cong trinh con dang do ma nhirng
nguoi tung chién dau noi day tir trude dén
nay da tién t6i mét cach thdt hao hing.

Nhan xét: doan nay kéu goi su quyét
tim cua toan dan, ma tiéu biéu 1a 20,000
nguoi dang diing nghe cung than thudc cia
tir si va thuong binh trong sd cir toa. Hai chi
ding trai nguoc two opposites: ké con séng
the living. ..nguoi di chét the dead.

The great task remaining before us...
nhiém vy 16n lao con do dang & trude mét
chung ta.

6. It is rather for us to be here dedicated
to the great task remaining before us—that
from these honored dead we take increased
devotion to that cause for which they gave the
last full measure of devotion — that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain—that this nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth.
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DPung ra chinh chung ta phadi c6 mat
noi ddy dé hién dang cho trong trach con
lgi dang cho ¢ truoc mat—mng truedc
nhitng nguoi chét vinh hién nay, ching ta
nguyén tan tam hon cho chinh nghia ma ho
da hét long phuc vu dén tin hoi tho cudi
cung--rang chiing ta long trong quyét tim
rang nhiing nguoi da khuat sé€ khong bao
gio chet uong--rang quoc gia nay, duoi
quyén nang cua Thuong De——se nay sinh ra
mét nén tw do méi—va rang chinh phi ciia
ddn, do dan, vi dan, sé khong bao gio bi
tiéu diét khoi trdi dat nay.

Nhan xét:

1. Hai hinh anh twong phan: ké song
the living... va nhitng binh si bi chét & day
mot cach vinh hién, the honored dead.

Increased devotion: tdn tAm hon

The last full measure of devotion: tan
tam phuc vu dén tan hoi thé cudi cung

These dead shall not have died in vain:
Nhiing ké da khuét s& chang bao gior chét udng.

The living... These dead: adjectives
used as plural nouns.

Have a new birth of freedom... shall
not perish from the earth: twuong phan gitra
su nay sinh méi ciia nén tw do va dong tir
perish (tidu diét)... lam ndi bat cau noi.
Day la mot antithesis.

Y niém birth, conceived, death, perish,
hallow duoc sir gia Gary Wills, tom tit
trong mot bai bao diang trén Atlantic
Monthly (June 1992) va in trong cudn
Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That
Remade America. New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1992, la nhitng y niém da co
trong Kinh Thanh. Lincoln da dung nhiing
¥ niém quen thudc ma ngudi dan biét & va
chip thuan dé lam nén moéng dwa ngudi
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nghe dén diém chinh 1a truéc nhiing tir si
da hy sinh, nguoi dan phai ddc toan lyc cho
mot tan qudc gia khong bi chia &, va cho
mot chinh phu phuc vu dan.

2. Ba lan 1ap lai khom tir of the people,
by the people, for the people: Cau van song
song, can bang va nhip nhang (paralellism),
ting phan nghiém trang va sdu xa cua ¥
nghia cau noi.

3. Ngudn goc cau ciia Lincoln: Lincoln
c6 thé da chiu anh hudng cua it nhit hai ngudi
trude khi 6ng viét Gettysburg Address:

3a- Willliam Herndon, luit su déng sur
voi Lincoln khi 6ng 1a mot luat su ¢ Illinois
ké lai trong mot cudn sach nim 1888, 1a
ong c6 dem cho Lincoln xem mot sd bai
giang ctia nha muc su chdng nd 18 tén 1a
Theodore Parker va Lincoln té ra rit xic
dong khi doc dong chit ciia ong Parker vé y
tudng “chinh phu dan chu la chinh phu vi
dan”. Lincoln’s law partner, who wrote
Abraham Lincoln: The True Story of A
Great Life (1888) that he had brought to
Lincoln some of the sermons of the
abolitionist minister Theodore Parker of
Massachusetts, and that Lincoln was moved
by Parker’s use of this idea:

“Democracy is direct self-
government, over all the people, for all
the people, by all the people.” (Dan chu la
su tu tri truc tiép, bao quat toan dan, phuc
vu toan dan, do toan thé nhan dan bau ra.”)

3b.- Nam 1830, 33 nam trudc khi TT
Lincoln doc bai dién van, thi tai Thuong
Vién Hoa Ky, nghi si va nha hung bién
Daniel Webster, ciing dién ta ¥ twong chinh
phu lién bang phai 1a mdt chinh phu cua
nhan dan, 13p ra dé phuc vu dan va chiu
trach nhiém trudc dan. (In 1830 before the
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United States Senate, Daniel Webster
described the federal government as “the
people’s government, made for the
people, made by the people, and
answerable to the people. [Daniel Webster
(1782-1852), Second speech on Foote’s
Resolution, Jan. 26, 1830).]

Chinh phu cta dan, 1ap ra dé phuc vu
dan, do dan tao ra, va phai chiu trach nhiém
dbi v6i dan. (Daniel Webster, Dién van tha
nhi & Thuong vién vé nghi quyét Foote,
ngay 26 thang 1 nam 1830.)

Sau nay, nha cach mang Trung Hoa
Ton Dat Tién (Sun Yat Sen, 1866-1925)
cling viét 1a da ldy cam hung tir bai dién
vin cta Lincoln khi lap ra hoc thuyét “tam
dan chu nghia”.

Chu thich:

-Toan bai dién vin do tai tir Gregory

Peck doc vao ngay 4 thang 7 nam

1986. Vao Google g6 hang chir “Lincoln’s
Gettysburg address read by Gregory Peck”.

-Hay c6 thé nghe tai tir Sam Waterston
doc bai dién van trén dai National Public
Radio bang cach gd hang chir “Gettysburg
address NPR”.

-Hay c6 thé vao Google gd hang chit
“Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address As it Really
Sounded” dé nghe giong My & Kentucky 14 qué
huong ctia TT Lincoln do Tom Bradley doc.

Nguén:
http://www.answers.com/topic/gettysbur
g-address

Xem thém nhitng ban dich khac 6:
http://www.diendan.org/dich-thuat/dien-
van-gettysburg

(Viét xong lai Virginia 1995; sira lai
thang 10, 2013.--PTL)

Pham Trong Lé

BAC ST NGUYEN THI KIM DUNG

Board-Certified Internal Medicine
Neuyén Bac Sini tri Trung TAm Bénh Nhiét D&t (Bénh Vién Chd Quén ofi)
T6tnghiép hiu Pai Hoe Néi Khoea tai New York
Bée si diéu tr] tai Bénh Vién Alexandria, Virginia

CHUYEN KHOA NOI THUONG VA Y KHOA TONG QUAT

5130 Duke Street, Suite 8, Alexandria, VA 22304
Tel: 703-823-2849 - Fax; 703-823-2847

GIG LAM VIEC
Thit hai — Thit sdu: 9:00AM — 6:00PM
Thit bay: 10:00AM — 2:00PM, Ch{ nhat: Theo hen

146

CO THOM



Pém

dém van chwa qua troi van nguoi
mua déng chan chra lanh nguén con
dam ba xa vang con dau doé
nhwng van vé hinh nhw tréng tron
dém thué tran gian dém van dém
hoang hon gom xac nang qua thém
dem vé G ngudi bén ghénh thac
nhw so' ngay mai phai ua thém
dem tha con mé xwa gbi dau
nam nghiéng nhw van léch tir lau
hém nay van twdng ngay xa cii
thao thirc dém ngu i trong bé dau
cr mdi hoang hén phai béng ngay
I&i cdm ctia ndng dong vom cay

am thanh nghéo c¢8i trdm luan nhé
bdng that thanh chim trong khéi may
em c6 nghe thoi gian l&ng trong
tiéng chim dém v& nhip dan long
em di phwong hwéng doi lwu dau
dé moi ngudi khoi voi doi mong
ky niém vo hinh nhw béng dién
quen vé khoi méng chuyén cé mién
cho dém bang gia quén minh lanh
va dé cho mua nh¢ lac phién
dém sé qua dan nhu thé gian
nhirng buén vui cii- moi xa- gan
bang khuang thao thirc réi ngo' ngac
nhirng thdy dém ngudi sao bat an

Xuan Bich (oklahoma)

Hiver, Winter, Mua Déng: Tranh cla Hoa st Lién Phu’o’ng- Thuy ST
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CHIEU CHU NHAT
(Sunday Afternoon)

ALICE MUNRO

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Music/Pix/pictures/2013/10/9/1381318748601/Alice-
Munro-wins-Man-Book-010.jpg

Kim-V{ dich
Vai_nét vé tic gii — Alice Munro,
chuyén viét truyén ngan nguoi Canada,
theo Han Lam Vién Thuy Dién la “bdc thay
vé truyén ngin dwong dai”, va dwoc trao
gidi Nobel vé vin chwong nam 2013.
“Sunday Afternoon” duoc trich tw tap
truyén ngan dau tay cia ba, c6 tén la
“Dance of the Happy Shades and Other
Stories”, xudt ban lan dau nim 1968.
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Ba Gannett vao nha bép bang nhiing
budc chan thanh thoat theo mot diéu nhac
trong dau, lip loang nhiing ta viy bong
nhin bong cua chiéc 40 mong mua hé ¢ in
hoa. Alva dang ding rtra ly. Luc do6 1a hai
gid rudi; moi ngudi da bat dau dén ubng
rugu tr mudi hai gio rudi trua. Ho van la
nhitng ngudi nhu moi khi; Alva di thay hau
hét nhimg nguoi ndy mot vai lan trude do,
trong khoang ba tuan 1& lam viéc cho gia
dinh 6ng ba Gannett. C6 anh trai cua ba
Gannett va vo clia ong, 10i dng ba Vance va
ong ba Frederick; cha me¢ cua ba Gannett
cling ghé lai mot chat, sau khi du 18 tai nha
tho St. Martin, dem theo mot thanh nién tré,
1a chau trai hodc cling ¢6 thé 1a chau ho xa,
cau nay van con ¢ lai sau khi ong ba cy da
ra vé&. Phia gia dinh ba Gannett 13 phia
giong noi; ba c6 ba chi em gai, tat ca déu dé
coi, thing thin, va 16 cd khéng su sic, c6
dang nét thé thao hon ba, va bd me ho thi
thudc loai an to nodi 16n va dep lao, toc da
bac tring. B ba Gannett 14 chu nhin mot
hon dao trong Georgian Bay, noi 6ng cu da
xay dung nhiing ngdi nha nghi mat mua he
cho mdi nguoi con gai cua minh, hon dao
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ma Alva s& duoc dén xem trong mot tuan 18
nira. M¢ ctiia dng Gannett thi nguoc lai, chi
séng trong modt nira ngdi nha bang gach
mau do trén mot con 1 khong cay, ciling co
nhiing ngdi nha gach d6 tuong tu, hau nhu
ngay dudi trung tdm thanh phd. Ci mdi
tudn mot 1an, ba Gannett dén d6n ba cu di
choi mot vong trén xe hoi rdi trd vé nha in
com chiéu, vd moi ngudi chi udng nudc
nho cho téi khi ba cu duoc dua lai vé& nha
minh. Mot 1an khi dng ba Gannett phai di ra
ngoai ngay sau bira an tdi, ba cu dd vao nha
bép va gitp Alva cit di nhiing cai dia; ba cu
kha kho tinh va cao ky, ciing gidng nhu
cach thrc ma chinh gia dinh Alva dbi xur
voi mot ¢6 nguoi lam, va Alva chép nhan
chuyén nay dé hon 1a thai do than thién do
tap tanh nhuan nhuyén ciia may nguoi chi
em ba Gannett.

Ba Gannett mo td lanh va dang do,
nim gitt canh ctra ti. Cudi cing ba noi,
giong giéng nhu mot tiéng khic khich,
"Alva, by gio an trua duoc rdi do —"

"Puogc," Alva noi. Ba Gannett nhin c6.
Alva khong bao gio néi bét cir diéu gi sai,
that su 1a sai, ma tho 16 ca, va ba Gannett
cling khong thé thiéu thuc té dén mirc mong
doi mot c6 gai dang hoc trung hoc, lai 1a gai
qué, c6 thé tra 10i, "Vang, thua ba," nhu
nhitng u gia trong bép ciia me ba trudc kia;
nhung thuong 1a trong giong ndi ma Alva
c¢b 1am ra vé d& dang, c6 mot chit gi d6 bat
can doi va xudi tai qua dang lai cang lam
cho ba Gannett kho chiu vi khong thé tim ra
cach nao dé phan ddi giong noéi d6 ca. Du
sao thi nod ciing lam cho ba phai ngung
khiic khich; gwong mit trat phin va sam
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ning cua ba bét than tré nén trim xudng va
c6 vé khong vui.

Ba ndi, "Pua xa lach khoai tay day."
"Thit dong va ludi bo nita. Nhéd dung quén
ham néng banh mi cudn. Pa boc vo ca chua
chwa? T6t—O, xem day Alva, nhiing cu cai
gion cay nay trong khong hip din 13m nhi,
chau nghi sao? Chau can thai mong ra—
Jean thuong xén ra dang nhiing bong hong,
chau biét khong, theo 16i xén quanh nhimng
canh hoa — trong rat dé thuong. "

Alva bat dau cét ct cai mot cach vung
vé. Ba Gannett di bo xung quanh nha bép,
cau 16ng may lai, trugt nhitng ngdn tay doc
theo nhitng quiy mau xanh duong pha san
h6. Téc ba da cudn 1én thanh mdt cuc tron,
cho thiy mot cai can cd that giy, mau niu
va hoi bi san 1én do rAm néng; mau da ram
x4m cua ba 1am cho ba trong gan gudc va
kho khdc. Du sao Alva, nguoi ching ram
ning mot chut nao vi khi ngoai troi nong thi
co lai ¢ trong nha, va & tudi mudi bay thi
cap giod va vong eo lai to hon la mong udc,
lai thém muén c6 duge cai dang vé thanh
lich mau nau va sang ca nay cua ba; Ba
Gannett ¢ cai vé dugce 1am hoan toan bang
chat téng hop cao cép.

"Hiy cat banh angel food nay bang mot
soi diy, chau biét day, rdi t6i s& néi cho
chau biét can bao nhiéu sherbet va bao
nhiéu maple mousse. Con phan 6ng Gannett
thi cho va ni nguyén chit ma thoi, d&é ¢
trong t0 ¢4 d6 ma—Hai thir d6 con nhiéu
lam, tha hd cho chau an trang miéng—O,
Derek, dd quy str! " Ba Gannett chay voi ra
hang hién, l6n tiéng kéu, "Derek, Derek!"
bang mot giong re ré vé byc minh mét cach
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vui suéng. Alva, ngudi biét rang Derek la
ong Vance, mdt nguoi mua ban ching
khoéan, kip nhé ra l1a dung cé nhin ra ngoai
phia trén canh cira kiéu Hoa Lan dé xem co
chuyén gi dang xay ra. That la chuyén kho
khan cho ¢6, vao nhiing ngay Chu Nhat, khi
moi ngudi uéng ruou va tré nén thoai mai,
phan khich thi ¢6 lai phai nhé 1a minh
khong dugc phép téd ra mot chut thoai mai
va phan khich nhu vay. Di nhién 1a ¢6 da
khong udng rugu, ngoai trir phan con sot lai
trong day nhitng cai ly khi dugc dem vao
trong bép— va ciing chi khi nao d6 1a ruou
gin, lanh, va c6 vi ngot thoi.

Nhung cai cam gidc khéng thuc,
chuyén tr thd o dén bat mang, tré nén rat
manh trong nha vao giira budi chiéu. Alva
s€ gap nhitng nguoi di ra tir phong vé€ sinh,
¢ vé wu tu va sau mudn, co thé thoang thy
mAy ba trong nhitng phong ngi mo tdi xoay
qua xoay lai nhin minh trong guong, b01
mdi son rat cham, va cting ¢6 nguoi nam
nga gat trén chiéc ghé x6 pha kiéu
chesterfield dai trong goc phong riéng. Dén
lic nay thi nhitng man ctra da duoc kéo lai
doc cac btrc tuong kinh cia phong khach va
phong an, dé ngin che stc néng cua mit
troi; nhitng can phong nay that dai, dugc
che man va trai tham, v&i mau sic lanh mat,
lam nhu trdi ndi trong anh sang dudi nudc.
Alva nhan ra 1a kho c6 thé nhé rang cac
phong & nha c6, nhé bé ti ma chira dugc
nhidu db dac dén thé; & day thi chi 1 nhimg
bé mat tréng rong lién lu that 1a nhat nhéo,
ménh mong—nguyén mot hanh lang dai
rong ma tréng khong, chi trir ra hai cai binh
Danish cao nghéu dung ngay noi buc tuong
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xa nhét, tir tAm tham trai san, nhitng buc
tuong, cho dén tran nha déu dung nhiing
am sic khac nhau cia mot thr mau xam
pha xanh lo; khi Alva di bd doc hanh lang
nay, rit ém nhe, c6 chi mong sao cho co
mot tim guong soi, hay mét cai gi d6 dé co
thé dam xam vao; cd con khong biét 1a
minh con hién dién hay khong nira.

Trude khi ¢6 mang d6 an trua ra hién
ngoai, ¢ chai mai toc cua minh qua tim
guong soi nho noi quiy bép, ubn cao nhiing
lon téc quanh guong mat. Co budc lai tAm
tap dé, kéo that chat dai rat rong ban. Co
chi ¢6 lam dwoc nhu viy thoi; by dong
phuc trude do6 1a cua Jean, va lan dau tién
khi méc thwr, Alva da ndi n6 rong qua thi
phai; nhung ba Gannett thi khong cho la
nhu vdy. Bo ddng phuc c6 mau xanh
duong, mau chinh cua nha bép, v6i dng tay
40, ¢ 40 va tap dé mang duong vién trang
tri 161 vo so hinh dé quat. C6 ciing phai di
vé cao, va mang giay trang co got kiéu
Cuba ma khi di trén nhitng phién da noi
hang hién thi cir kéu cdm cop — phat ra
mot thir m thanh ning né c¢b y va déan gia,
khac hin v6i nhimg d6i dép xing dan va
gudc. Nhung ciing chang co ai ngoai lai
nhin khi ¢6 mang nhimg dia 16n dia nho d6
an ra cai ban dai lam bang sit rén. Chi c6
ba Gannett dén ban va sip xép lai moi thu.
Cai 16i ma Alva dit do an trén ban ludn
ludn 1am nhu thiéu mot cai gi do, du rang &
diém nay ciing thé, c6 ciing ching lam diéu
gi that su sai quiy ca.

Trong khi ho an, c6 an trua ri€éng mot
minh, ngdi noi ban nha bép, ngd xem mot
to0 bao Time cli. Di nhién la khong co
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chuéng lic noi hang hién; nhung ba
Gannett kéu to, "Rdi, nay Alva!" hodc chi
don gian, "Alva!" bang nhiing 4m thanh
cling kin ddo va xody sau y nhu nhiing
tiéng phat ra tir mot cai chudng vay. That
ciing hoi ky ma kéu nhu thé trong khi dang
no6i chuyén voi ai do, roi sau do lai bat dau
cudi vang lan nita; c6 vé nhu ba ta c6 mot
giong n6éi may moc, c6 thé so sanh véi ngay
c4 mot nit nhan nira, dé goi Alva.

Cudi bira an mdi nguoi tuy mang dia
trang miéng va tach ca phé trd vao bép. Ba
Vance noi xa lach khoai tay that dé thuong;
Ong Vance, say xin, ciing n6i dé thuong, dé
thuorng Ong dung ngay phia sau Alva tai
bdn rira chén, gan dén ndi ¢o nghe thdy hoi
tho cua 6ng va cam nhan vi tri ciia hai ban
tay cua ong nira, du ong dd khong hin 1a
cham vao ngudi c6. Ong Vance ngudi rét to
16n, toc quan, da hong hao; toc dng mau
xam, va Alva thiy ong that dang so, boi vi
ong 1a loai nguoi dan 6ng ma cod thuong
van c6 thoi quen kinh trong. Ba Vance thi
no6i lién tyc, va khi n6i chuyén voéi Alva, co
vé khong tu tin, nhung lai dam 4m than mat
hon bat ky ba nao khac. C6 mot cai gi
khong viing vang trong tinh trang hai vg
chdng, Alva khong chic chin 1a cai gi; c6
thé chi vi ho khong gidu co nhu nhiing
nguoi khac. Du sao ho Iudn ludn rat hoat
bat va nhiét tinh, va 6ng Vance thi luén
ludn say xin qua do.

"Nay Alva, di 1én Georgian Bay chu?"
6ng Vance ndi, va ba Vance tiép 10i, "O,
chau sé& thich n6 1im, 6ng ba Gannett c6 nha
that dé thuong," va 6ng Vance noi, "U cho
ram thém chiit néng hi?" va rdi ho di khoi.
SO 65

By gio thi Alva da lai ¢ thé di chuyén binh
thuong rdi, c6 xoay quanh dé Iy vai cai dia
do va nhén ra 1a cdu em ho hoac gi d6 cua ba
Gannett van dimg d6. Cau ta 6m nhom va
lan da trong c6 vé nhu da thude, giéng nhu
ba Gannett, tuy c6 mau sam hon. Cau ta
n6i,"Co khong con chut ca phé nao nira phai
khong?" Alva d6 hét cho cau ta ca phé con
lai, khoang nira tach. Cau ta dung udng,
trong khi ngé c¢6 xép chdng cac dia 1én nhau.
ROi ciu néi, "Vui ghé hi?" va khi ¢6 nhin
1€n, cu cuoi lon, va di ra ngoai.

Alva duoc ty do sau khi c6 rira xong
chdng dia; con ldu méi toi bita an tbi .
Nhung c6 khong thé tu bo di dau duoc; Ba
Gannett c6 thé g0i ¢ bt cr lac ndo vi mot
chuyén khong dau. Va ¢ ciing khong thé di
ra ngoai hang hién, vi moi nguoi van con
dang & d6. Co di 1én lau; rdi chot nhd ra
rang ba Gannett d3 néi c6 co thé doc bat ky
cubn sach nao trong goc thu vién, co lai
xudng lau dé kiém mot cudn. Noi hanh lang
¢0 gap ong Gannett, 6ng nhin c6 vé nghiém
trong va cham chd, nhung lai hinh nhu
budc qua luén ma khong thdt ra 10i nao; rdi
ong noéi, "Nay chau, Alva — nay chau, chau
¢6 an du ddy cha?"

Do khong phai la mét 1oi noi dua, vi
ong Gannett chua khi nao noéi dua. Thuyc ra,
d6 1a diéu 6ng da hoi c6 hai ba lan trudce
roi. C6 vé nhu 6ng cam thdy mot trach
nhiém phai lo ling cho ¢, khi nhin thiy ¢
trong nha cua rmnh diéu quan trong duo‘ng
nhu 13, ¢6 4y can phal dugc cho an uong
day du. Alva doan chic véi ong, mat hong
1én vi buc bdi; b toi la con bo cai to hay
sao? CO ndi, "chau tinh vao géc doc sach dé

151



kiém mot cudn. Ba Gannett dd bao nhu thé
duoc, khong sao — "

"Puoc, dugc, bat cir sich nao chiu
thich," 6ng Gannett n6i, va 6ng dot ngét mo
ctra chd doc sach cho co va dan co dén
nhitng ké sach noi 6ng dung, cap 16ng may
cau lai. "Chéu thich cudn sach nao?" ong
n6i. Ong véi téi ké bay nhitng cudn tiéu
thuyét ky bi va lich sir co vo boc ngoai sic
s0, nhung Alva noi, "Chau chua bao gio
doc King Lear ca."

"King Lear 4," 6ng Gannett noi. "O."
Ong khong biét tim n6 & dau, vi thé ty Alva
tim va 1y n6 xubng. "Chau ciing chua timng
doc D6 va Pen," ¢b noi. Diéu d6 khéng lam
6ng né phuc gi, nhung d6 1 sach ma cé c6
thé doc thuc su; c6 khong thé tro lai phong
minh v6i doc mot cudn King Lear. C6 dira
khoi phong cam thay vo cung hai 1ong; cb
da cho 6ng thay c6 khong phai loai chi biét
an. Mot nguoi dan 6ng s& dé né trong vi
cubn King Lear hon mot ngudi dan ba.
Nhung ddi v6i ba Gannett thi chang c6 gi
khac biét c4; mot dua nguoi lam 1a mot dira
nguoi lam.

Nhung khi vé lai phong thi c6 lai
khong mudn doc. Phong cua cd & phia trén
nha dé xe, va rit nong. Ngdi trén givong thi
s& 1am nhau bd ddng phuc, va co khong con
cai nao khac duoc 1 i thing thuém ca. Co
¢ thé bo 40 ra va chi mic mdi si lip thoi,
nhung ba Gannett c6 thé goi bat ci luc nao
va mudn cb ngay tirc thoi. C6 dimg & cira
s0, nhin 1én phia ddu con duong rdi lai nhin
xubng. Con dudng hinh vanh ludi liém, mot
vong cung rong nhe, va khong c6 via he;
Alva da ty cam thdy cho vo trong chi mot
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hay hai 1an di bd doc con dudng; khong bao
gio thdy ai di nhu thé ca. Nhimg ngéi nha
duoc xay dung cach xa nhau, lui sau phia
sau con duong, dang sau nhitng bii co ruc
ning, nhitng hon non b va cdy trong lam
canh; trong khoanh dit nay phia trudc
nhirng ngdi nha, chang c6 ai lai ving bao
gi0 ngoai nhitng nguoi Trung Hoa lam
vuon; nhiing vét trang tri trén tham cd,
nhitng ghé xich du va ban ngdi ngoai troi
déu ¢ phia vuon sau ma xung quanh duoc
bao boc boi nhitng hang dau ciy thép,
nhiing buc twong da va nhiing hang rao gia
dang thé so. Chiéu nay doc subt con dudng
phd 1a nhitng chiéc xe hoi dau ndi tiép
nhau; tuo phia sau nhiing can nha déi lén
nhitng 4m thanh trd chuyén va that nhiéu
tiéng cudi vang. Mic du troi nong bic, tir
trén nay khong thay ban ngay nhat nhoa gi
ca; moi thi—nhiing cin nha bang d4 va xi
méng trat voi mau tring, nhitng bong hoa,
nhiing chiéc xe mang mau cia hoa—tréng
déu sdc nét va choi 1oa, chinh xac va hoan
hao. Khéng c6 mot thu gi la nga:lu nhién
trong tam nhin. Con duong pho gidng nhu
mot mau hlnh quang cao, gan nhu mang
dang vé sb sang cua tinh thin mua hé tuoi
sang; Alva cam thay ngan ngo vi diéu do,
boi tiéng cuoi vang cua nhiing nguoi ma
cuoc song xung hop véoi con duong Co
ngdi xubng mot chiéc ghé cung dang trudc
mot cai ban cho con nit kiéu xwa —tit ca
cac do dac trong phong nay da duoc chuyén
qua tir nhiing phong khac mdi dugc tan
trang; cidn phong d6 1a noi duy nhét trong
nha ma ngudi ta co thé tim thdy nhiing thtr
khong hoa hop, khong lién hé gi voi nhau,
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va nhitng thr bang gb khong 16n rong,
trong thap té va nhot nhat. C6 bit dau viét
thu cho gia dinh.

—va nhitng ngdi nha, tat ca nhiing
ngdi nha khac nita, déu that khong 16, phan
16n rat hién dai. Khong c6 dén mot cong co
dai trén nhiing tham co, ho thué ngudi lam
vuon bo ca nguyén mot ngay mdi tuan chi
dé don sach cai ma trong nhu da qua hoan
hao rdi. Con thdy cic 6ng ¢ diy kha om
xom, cai kiéu ho 1am 6n 1én vé nhiing tham
¢6 hoan hao hay nhing thir dai loai nhu thé.
Ho qua co6 di choi ngoai va doi khi lam
nhitng chuyén ngau nhung moi thur déu rat
da doan phtic tap va ciing phai nhu thé théi.
Cai gi ho 1am va noi nao ho dén ciing déu
nhu vay ca.

Ding c6 lo 14 con ¢6 don va bi ddi xir
t¢ bac, dai loai nhitng chuyén thuong tinh
vé con sen con ¢. Con s& khong dé cho ai
yén than v6i chuyén nhu thé dau. Hon nita
thuc ra con dau phai la thir con sen con 0,
chi trong mua hé nay théi ma. Con khong
cam théy cd don, tai sao lai phai nhu viy
nhi? Con chi quan sat va nhin ngé mét cach
tht vi thoi. Me 4, tat nhién 1 con khong thé
an cung ban v6i ho dugc roi. Pung c6 ma
ky cuc. Khong phai giéng nhu 1a nguoi lam
cong dau. Hon nita, con thich ngdi an mot
minh. Néu me viét thu cho ba Gannett, ba
ay s& chang biét me noi cai gi dau, va lai
con ciing khong dit thanh van d&, thé nén
ding viét gi nhé Me !

Con ciing nghi rang khi Marion dén day
tham thi tot nhit 1 con s& xin nghi mot budi
chiéu va gip em dudi phd. Con khong mudn
dé n6 téi nha nay. Con khéng biét chic khi
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ho hang ngudi 1am dén tham thi nhu thé nao.
Di nhién 14 néu n6é muédn thi ciing dugc thoi.
Con khong thé doan dugc 1a ba Gannett s&
phan tmg ra sao, thé thoi, va con ging siic
thoai mai khi c6 ba ta gan canh dé cho ba ta
khé c6 thé mudn lam gi véi con ciing dugc.
Du sao thi ba ta cling O.K.

Chi mdt tuén 1& nita 1a moi nguoi sé di lén
Georgian Bay va di nhién 1a con dang mong
cho chuyén do. Con s& c6 thé di boi mdi ngay,
ba ta (ba Gannett) da n6i nhu vay va —

Phong cia co6 thuc su 1a qua néng buc.
Co dit 1a thu con dang do dudi miéng gidy
thAm trén ban lam viéc. Trong phong cia
Margaret vang 1én tiéng dai phat thanh. Co
di xudng hanh lang dé dén cira phong cia
Margaret, hy vong la ctra md. Margaret
chua dén tudi 14; su cach biét vé tudi tac bu
lai cho nhitng su cach biét khac, va du sao
ngdi choi véi Margaret ciing khong phai 1a
chuyén qua t¢ hai.

Céanh ctra dang mo, va trai ra trén
giuong cua Margaret 1a nhitng vay khung
bong va nhimng trang phuc mua hé. Alva
khong hé biét 1a con bé ¢ nhiéu bo dd dén
thé. "Khong phai 1a em dang sira soan xép
dd cho chuyén d&i Georgian Bay dau,"
Margaret néi. "Nhu thé that 1a khiung dién,
em biét vidy. Em chi muén xem xem minh
c6 nhitng gi thoi. Hy vong quén 4o ciia em
0.K.,"em noi. "Hy vong n6 khong qua—"

Alva s& vao méy quin 4o trén giuong,
cam thay that tha vi khi nhin nhitng mau
sic nhe nhang tinh té, nhitng phan trén bo
sat min mang, dugc xép pli va c6 dang hinh
that kiéu xa, nhimng khung 1am bong vy
v6i ludi bung ra sic canh va mau me; trong
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nhitng bd quan 40 ndy c6 mot vé gi ngly
tho nhan tao. Alva khong thém mudn ganh
ghét gi; khong, chuyén nay khong dinh
dang gi dén co ca; d6 1a mot phan thé gioi
clia Margaret, cai nén nép cung nhic cia
nhung trudng tu thuc (nhitng 40 chén ngin
va nhiing v& dai mau den), tro choi khuc
con cau, tro hat hop xudng, chéo thuyén
trong mua he, cac party, nhiing céu con trai
mac ao blazer—

"Em s€ mac nhiing thtr nay lac di dau?"
Alva hoi.

"Di Ojibway. Cai khach san d6 ma.
Cudi tudn nao cling c6 nhay dam, moi
ngudi chéo thuyén dén d6. Pém thr sau 1a
cho tré em va dém thur bay la danh cho cha
me va nhitng nguoi khac—Co6 nghia 1a em
sé di, "Margaret ndi, giong trAm
xubng,"néu em khong phai 1a mot thir hang
d6 bo dbi voi ban beé. Ca hai dira con géi
nha Davis 1a nhu vay d6."

"Dung c6 lo," Alva néi véi giong hoi
ké ca. "Moi viéc roi s& ém thoi."

"That sy em khong thich nhay dam,"
Margaret n6i. “Khéng gidng nhu 1a cach
em thich chéo thuyén ching han. Nhung
minh phai [am chuyén d6."

"Em roi s& thich thoi," Alva noi. Vay ra
1a nhu thé, s& co nhay dam, ho s& di bing
thuyén, c6 s& thiy ho di va nghe ho vé.
Chuyén nhu vay, ma 1& ra ¢6 phai biét cha—

Margaret dang ngdi bat chéo chan trén san
nha, ngudc nhin c6 véi khuén mét ngdy tho va
hoi thing thimg, "Chi c6 nghi 1a em can bit
dau trd hon hit so soang muia hé nay khong?"

"Co chtr ," Alva noi. "Nhw chi thi sé
lam ddy," ¢6 néi thém bang mot giong gin
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nhu tra thu. Margaret ¢ vé thic mic ra
mat; ¢6 noi, "Em nghe noi d6 1a 1y do tai
sao Scotty di khong moi em vao dip L&
Phuc sinh —"

Khong c6 dén mot tiéng dong, nhung
Margaret da voi nhe nhang dung 1én. "Me¢
dang dén kia," em dung moi ndi s&, va gan
nhu tte thoi, ba Gannett vao phong, ¢b lam
ra vé mim cudi va noi, "O, Alva. Thi ra 1a
dang & day."

Margaret néi, "Con dang noéi vé Dao
cho chi a”iy ma Me.”

"0. Con bao nhiéu 1a ly tich dang bira
bon ra trong bép day Alva a, c6 18 chau can
mau lo giai quyét di cho xong trudc khi t6i
gid sira soan an chidu—va nay Alva, chau
c6 tap dé nao méi sach khong? "

"Cai mau vang qua chat d6 Mg, con da
thir mic roi—"

"Nay cung, khong ich loi gi dem tit ca
nhimg thir ling nhing nay ma bay ra day voi,
con ca tuan 1€ trude khi minh di co ma—"

Alva di xubng cau thang, qua doc hanh
lang mau xanh, nghe moi ngudi néi chuyén
c6 vé nghiém trong, hoi say xin mét chut,
trong goc doc sach, va thdy canh ctra phong
khau va khép lai nhe nhang tir bén trong khi
cd gan budc téi noi. C6 di vao nha bép.
Bay gio thi c6 dang nghi dén hon dao.
Nguyén mot hon ddo ma ho 1am chu; khong
c6 gi trong tim nhin ma khéng thudc vé ho.
Nhirg phién d4, mat troi, nhitng ciy thong,
va ca toi dong nudce sau va lanh trong Vinh
nita. Co s€ lam gi & d6, nhling ngudi con
sen con & s& lam gi & d6? C6 co thé di boi,
vao nhiing gio trai khody, di bd mot minh,
va d6i khi—c6 1€ luc ho di chg mua d6 an
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chang han—c6 s& chéo thuyén di quanh. Ba
Gannett d3 ndi ¢ d6 s& khong c6 nhiéu viée
phai lam nhu ¢ day. Ba néi nhiing nguoi
1am ludn ludn thich thd lim. Alva nghi dén
nhiing nguoi lam nhu cd khi trude, nhimng
cd gai tai gioi hon, biét chiéu chudng chu
hon; ho c6 thuc sy vui tha khong? Ho da
tim théy loai tu do hodc thuc chét thu vi
nao ma cb da kiém khong ra?

C6 do ddy nude vao bon, lai ldy ra céi
nat chin rac va bat dau rua ly. Chang co gl
quan trong c4, nhung c¢6 cam thiy nang né,
nang né vi troi néng buc va mét mdi va
khéng con thiét tha dén cai gi nira, nghe
thdy quanh minh mot tht tiéng dong se
sang ma 6 khong thé tuong tugng n01—Ve
cudc song cua nhitng ngudi khac, vé tau
thuyén, vé xe hoi, vé nhay ddm — va nhin
ra con dudng phd ndy, cai ddo duoc hira
hen kia, qua mdt thir anh sang mat troi lién
tuc va choi chang khic nghiét. O day co
khong thé gay ra mot am thanh nao ca, cho
du moét thoang dong nhu mot vét mé di nita.

C6 phai nhd, trude khi téi gio an toi,
bét budc 1én 1au va mic vao mot tAm tap dé
mai sach.

C6 nghe thiy tiéng ctra mo; c6 nguoi
nao do6 di vao tur hang hién. Thi ra 1a nguoi
em ho cua ba Gannett.

"Day lai 12 mét ly nita cho ¢6," anh ta
noi. "Dé ¢ dau day?"

"DPau ciing dugc," Alva noi.

"Noéi cam on di," em ho ba Gannett noi,
va Alva quay lai lau tay trén tap dé, ngac
nhién, roi sau d6 mot thoang thi khong con
ngac nhién nita. C6 cho doi, lung tya vao
quiy bép, va ngudi em ho ba Gannett 6m
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nhe liy c6, nhu trong mét tro choi quen
thudc, va rit chdm rdi, hon 1én miéng co
mot hoi lau.

"Ba dy moi t6i dén dao vao mot cubi
tudn nao d6 trong thang Tam nay do," cau
ta noi.

Co ai d6 goi cau ta tir hang hién, va cau
budc ra, di chuyén véi dang vé 1am 16t nhe
nhang va co tinh cach hoi ché didu cia mot
thir nguoi lau ca dé dudi ngudi khac. Alva
dumg tran nguoi, lung van dira vao quiy bép.

Cai dung cham cuia chang trai la nay da
lam cho ¢6 cam thdy duoc budng 1ong hon;
co thé ¢6 nhu biét on va trong doi, va cd
cam théy mot sy khinh khoai va ty tin ma
trudc d6 c6 da khong cdm nhén dugc trong
cai nha nay. Vay ra la da c6 nhimg diéu ma
6 chua xét t6i, vé chinh minh, vé ho, va vé
cach cong sinh voi ho ma khong di qué xa
su that. Bay gio thi ¢6 khong con trd ngai
gi nita khi nghi vé hon dao, nhimng hon da
tro troi trong anh mat troi va nhitng cay
thong nhoé mau den. Bay gio thi ¢ thdy moi
thr duéi mot nhan quan mdi; thdm chi co
con ¢ thé mudn di t6i d6 nita kia. Nhung
luén luén 14 c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra dong
thoi; van con mét cai gi d6 ma cd chua
mudn dao boi voi—mat noi chén tham sau
nhay cam, mot cal gi d6 giéng nhu sy be
bang méi mé va van con mang nhiéu bi an
d6i vai co.

KIM VU
Dich
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Hay Dén Bén Nhau

Tho: Nhac:
Cung T Lan Huy Lam
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Moi quy vi nghe nhac ¢ link nay: http://cothommagazine.com/nhac/HayDenBenNhau-HL-CTL.mp3

Hinh ctia NGUYEN HUY LINH
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Ngay Tri An Thay

Ngay 19 thang 10, 2013 1a mot ngay
dang ghi nho¢ cia ching toi.

Do sy sip xép, ban bac va td chirc ciia
cac anh chi cyu hoc sinh truong Si Tai nhu
Truong Minh An, Nguyén Thi Ly, Pham
Héng Hiép..., ching t6i, nhiitng cuu hoc
sinh truong trung hoc tu thuc dé nhét cip Si
Tai ciia Ba Ria ndm nao da c¢6 co hoi gép
gd va han huyén nhan Ngay Tri An Thay
Hiéu Truong, Cu Cir HO Pic Thang, 19
thang 10 nim 2013. Nhan dip nay Ban T6
chtre ciing da phat hanh cubn Pic San Si

Tai - Ky Niém Kho Quén do cong suc
cua ba anh chi néi trén cung cac cyu hoc sinh
V& Thi Tam, Thanh Hién, Ngoc Chau v.v...

Troi  Garden Grove, mién nam
California, hom 4y day ning 4m. Nhiét do
am 4p. Tir nhiéu noi trén thé gioi, dac biét
1a tir tiéu bang Cali, ngoai chung t6i, con c6
céc cuu si quan, can bg, cong chure, cuu hoc
sinh cac truong lan can, than hitu, déng
huong cua tinh Phudc Tuy, thi xa Ba Ria
thoi Viét Nam Cong Hoa, tit ca khoang 160
nguoi da té tyu vé noi phong khanh tiét cua
mot nha hang nim trén duong Brookhurst,
Garden Grove dé lam L& Tuong Niém va
Tri An Thay.

Truong Si Tai bat dau nhan hoc sinh
giang day to nidm 1952, la ngéi truong
trung hoc tu thuc dé nhat cép dau tién cua
tinh Phude Tuy (Ba Ria).

Mé dau chuong trinh hai anh chi
Truong Minh An va Nguyén Phan Ngoc
An, hai MC cho chuong trinh da tuyén bd
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Thily Kigm  Ca Naim

Ong Tir Ci Chin

Iy do, gioi thi€u quan khach tham du va
lam 18 chao qudc ky, hat qudc ca cta cyu
Viét Nam Cong Hoa va Hoa Ky, cung voi
Mot Phut Tuong Niém. Sau d6 dén lugt
thay Pai Pic Thich Minh Hanh, bac si HO
Dic Ding, con trai ciia Thay H6 Pic Thing
va vai anh chi cyu hoc sinh Si Tai dai dién
1én dang huong 1én ban tho Thay Hiéu. Lan
luot tiép theo 1a nhitng bai phat biéu cua
cac cyu tinh trudng tinh Phudc Tuy, cyu
trung t& Huynh Btu Son, cyu phd tinh
truong hanh chanh tinh Phudc Tuy Nguyén
Dinh Phic, cic cyu gido su nhu Nguyén
Tich Khang, Tran Kim Sa; cyu hoc sinh
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cua truong Si Tai nhu Mai Van Trang, Cao
Vin Trung, Truong Minh An, Pham Hong
Hiép, Nguyén Thi Ly, Diép Phudc Nga, Ly
Vin Vin... Mi nguoi néi 1én nhiing tim
cam, thién cam va nhing gin bo trong thoi
gian lam viéc, day hoc, di hoc ¢ Ba Ria noi

nhiéu nguoi van goi Thay 1a Cu Cir. C6 mot
thoi gian ngin Thay lam viéc & vién Vién
Poéng Bac Cb. Sau khi 1ap gia dinh, vi gia
dinh c¢6 Hiéu - phu nhan ctua Thiy - qué
quan & Ba Ria nén Thay theo ¢ vé day lap
nghiép, mé trudng tu thuc Si Tai. Thiy

chung va véi truong Si tai, 6ng
hiéu truong HO Pac Thang néi
riéng. Cac thay néi vé viéc day
hoc. Cac trd noi vé nhimg ky
ni€m bi danh don, khuyén bao
day dd cua cac thiy co nhu
Thay Hiéu, thay Kiém, 6ng
Tu, 6ng Nam (giam hiéu), thiy
Qué, thdy Puc, thdy Nhan,
thdy Cuong, c6 Niam, cb
Chin... Xen k& trong chuong
trinh 1a phin déng gop van
nghé that séng dong cua cac
anh chi cuu hoc Ksinh Si Téi
Truong Minh An -Thanh|S
Hién, Pang Thi Bach Tuyét trong nhiing
tiét myc ca va cua chi Nguyén Phan Ngoc
An trong tiét muc ngam tho.

Trong khi cac tiét muc tiép tuc theo
chuong trinh, thi trén man anh trén san
khiu ciing c6 chiéu CD ,,Tri An Thay C6 Si
Tai“ do cuu hoc sinh Nguyén Thanh Son
thyc hién. CD nay cling dang duogc tai trén
mang Youtube (danh chit bariasitai).

Theo trang sach do vai tic gia viét
trong Dic San Si Tai thi Thay Hiéu HO Péc
Thang sinh ngay 19 thang 10 ndm 1903 ¢
tinh My Tho (bdy gid goi 1a Tién Giang).
Thﬁy di du hoc ¢ Phap, truong dai hoc
Sorbone, ddu clr nhan nganh Khao Co, nén
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ranh ba ngoai ngit Anh, Phap va Hoa. Thay
mat cubi ndm 1973, huéng tho 70 tudi.
Nim 1961 Thay Hiéu c6 co duyén gip
Dai Ptic Narada, nguoi Tich Lan, khi thay
qua Viét Nam hoadng hoa Phat Phap. Tir do,
Thay Hiéu, ngoai nhiém vu hiéu truong va
giang day cho truong ST Tai Thay con theo
dai dic Narada dé lam thong dich vién
chinh thurc trong nhitng bai giang ctua dai
dure khip cac tinh mién dong va nam phan.
Theo cuu hoc sinh Si Tai, cling la cyu
pho tinh truéng hanh chanh tinh Phudc
Tuy, Nguyén Binh Phuc, thi Thay Hiéu da
¢6 cong trong viéc xay dung Thich Ca Phat
Pai & Viing Tau. Ngudi viét xin trich dich
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phan dau trong bai viét Thich Ca Phat Dai
cua tac gia Nguyén Dinh Phuc:

., Loi Nguoi Viét:

Bai viét xin dwoc coi nhw nén hirong
tram thcfp lén tri an bdc ton sw cua toi, Cu
Cir Ho Pdc Thang, nguoi di hung cong dai
cong trinh Thich Ca Phdt Dai. Rat tiéc vi
sw hiéu biét han hep, thoi gian ciing dd qua
lau, khong luu gitv dwoc tai liéu nao, nén
khong gidi thiéu dwoc tron ven nhitng nét
ddc biét cua Phdt Dai. Kinh mong cdc bdc
6 co duyén hiéu biét hon vui long chi gido.
Pa ta“

Vé tén truong Si Tai, ngudi viét xin
phép trich déi dong trong Pac San ST Tai
ciing tir tc gia Nguyén Dinh Phiic:

, Nhdn ddy ciing xin nhac dén danh
xung St Tai. Cac cuu hoc sinh chdc con nhé
trén khuén ddu tron nha truong ngay chinh
giita ¢6 hai chit nho ,,SI TAI* va mét bong
sen cuong dai vit ngang chit Si. Theo Thay
gidi thich, hoc gia Pétrus Ky chon tén tw ST
Tdi dé nhdn minh la mét ké st lanh sir mang
mang (Tdi) nén van héa cii, méi dén cho thé
hé tré. Chit Tai nay hiéu la chuyén ché nhu
,van tdai* hay ,, van di tai dao*...

Tuong cling nén ghi nhan thém noi
day, gitta thap nién nim 1965, Thay Hb
Pic Thing ciing 1a 1 trong 13 vi cia
Thuong Hoi Pong Quédc Gia. Vi ¢ nhiing
kho khan riéng nén Thay di xin tir chirc
s6m, dé tap trung cho viéc day hoc va
thuyét giang, in an kinh sach Phat Giao.

Véi trang bao c6 han nguoi viét khong
thé ghi chép hét ra day nhiing hoat dong va
cong lao ciia Thay Hiéu véi ngdi truong Si
Tai va tinh Phudc Tuy, Ba Ria. Can tim

160

hiéu thém vé& Thdy, vé truong ST Tai, Quy
ddc gia co thé tim doc thém trong cudn bic
San Si Tai - Ky Niém Kho Quén.

Phan cubi chuwong trinh Tri An Thiy
Hiéu ban t6 chic dd c6 budi tiéc khoan dai
quan khach. Va dé truéc khi chdm dut
chuwong trinh khoang 3 gio chiéu cac quan
khach, théy ¢0, cuu hoc sinh Si Tai da 1én san
khau chup hinh lwu niém chung va cting nhau
hat bai Truong Lang T6i nhu mdt qua tang
dén tit ca quan khach dang hién dién trong
khuon vién nha hang. Mot bai hat ma trong
quéng doi hoc sinh khong ai 1a khéng mot lan
biét va ca mdi khi tuéng nhé dén ngdi truong,
cac thidy c6 ma minh dd c6 thoi hoc qua.
Nguoi viét xin muon mot cau cudi ciing cia
bai hat dé xin chdm durt bai viét nay:

Truwong lang t6i nay vang tiéng é a,

nay in bong bao em né dua

Truong lang toi khong gidy phut t6i quén
du cach xa muon trung truong oi.

Nhu mot cuu hoc sinh, nhu mét khach
tham du, nguoi viét xin giri 161 chan thanh
cam on dén anh chi trong ban td chuc, dén
Than Hao Nhan Si, Quy vi quan khach,
ddng huong, than hiru da dén tham du Ngay
Tri An Th::fly. Su hién dién va thanh cong cta
ngay nay la mot khich 1¢ rat 16n dbi véi toan
thé ching t6i, nhimg cyu hoc sinh Si Tai
dang & moi phuong troi. Tran trong.

Vi Nam

(Germany
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