Ngan Ié chiéu ap Ié Gidng Sinh
doan xuan thu

Melbourne mila Gidng Sinh tuyét chi roi trén man anh truyén
hinh. Thay vi tiéng nhac tuan 16c kéo xe truot tuyét, Jingle
Bells, Jingle Bells, 12 tiéng hii cdi inh 6i “Chdy dau? Chdy
dau?” cua xe chira lra. Thay vi gi6 tuyét tran qua khung ctra
s0, qua nhirng day do6i thong, tung, bach, la gi6 sa mac tur
phuong bac thoi vé thanh phd, mang theo tan Itra, khéi, bui cta
hang chyc, trim ngan mau rimg bach dan dang phing phirng
bdc chéy.

Lic 4y, toi dang 1am Santa Claus & mot shopping centre. Cong
viéc 1am theo mia, bat dau vao dau thang chap, chadm dirt vao
chiéu 4p 1€ Gidng Sinh. Khéch hang da s6 1 tré con. Viéc lam
nhiéu gid, néng kinh khing; o uwdt dim, mo hoi chay thanh
dong trén m4. Cuc hinh. Héa nguc. Ay 1a chwa ké dén nhing
dta tré nghich ngom, quiy ph4, ho hét: “A! Santa Claus da
mau!” Néu minh khong gioi nhin, phat cdu, phan (g lai qui
dang 1a hu bdt, hu duong, hu viéce... “Khéach hang 1a thuong
de.”

Tuy dbi v6i mot s6 nguoi viéc 1am nay 13 cuc hinh, 13 héa nguc
nhung ddi véi mot sé nguoi khdc thi lai thich. Chin nguoi
muoi y. Riéng o1, thich hay khong gi cling phai lam. Mo tur
d4o, chan w6t chan rdo dén Melbourne, trg cép an sinh xa hoi
chi du cho tién 4n, tién share phong, trong khi vo con tdi bo lai
qué nha dang doi, tdi chup lay bat ¢t co hdi nao dé kiém tien.
Khong c6 vige luong thién nao xau, chi c6 nguoi xau ma thoi.
Nude Uc nay nhan di dén, ti nan vao 1a dé 1am viéc, déng thué,
g6p phan xay dung chir khong phai dé nuoi 1am kiéng. Nubi
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hoai, n6 dau co chiu.

Vay thi “muon an phai lan vao bép, mudn chét phai 1ét vo
hom”, t6i viét don xin viéc gai di khap noi, bat ctr viéc gi ciing
chéng tur nan, tir bao v¢, gac-dan, thau tién car park, tham chi
dén nhan vién vé sinh, lau chiii, quét don.

Thu xin viéc goi di nhiéu, méi dau con hy vong duge kéu di
phong van, cho hoi, chd huy, dan dan thanh tuyét vong. Suy
nghi hoai ma tdi chang thé tim duoc 1y do nao kha di cat nghia



duoc tai sao ho chang kéu minh. Minh c6 doi 1am thay chd,
luat su, béc si gi dau, ma c6 doi cling khong duoc, minh biét
than minh, chi xin 1am cu li thoi; hay la khi théy cai tén ho
chan van, ddm day mui nuéc mam ctia minh thi ho da than
nhién vt cdi don xin viéc vao sot rac roi cting nén. Chinh sach
mot thoi Uc trang, the White Australia, chi méi khai tir gan
day, ddm ciing con s6t lai ca dong tay ky thi.
Vay 12 téi quyét dinh phién 4m tén minh ra tiéng Anh, Tony
Dawn, cdi tén phang phat mui bo sira.
Biét chuyén, anh ban ciing share phong véi toi, trong mot bira
nh4u cudi tuan, di voi qud:
“Anh chan uét, chan rdo qua Uc mdi may thang, t1eng Anh
nghe con diéc, n6i con ca lam, ma di voi quén md ma ong ba.
Minh mét nudc, minh chay; nhung hinh anh qué huong, 6ng
ba, cha me¢, minh mang theo, minh gitr chtt. Vay ma ngay cai
tén cing com cua cha me dit, anh cting bé luon.”
“Anh trach to1, to1 nghi€p, to6i khong phai hang ngudi tham do
bo dang, thay tring quén dén, hay trudng gia hoc 1am sang.
Cudng nhau rdn ctia téi, ba md t6i ¢a chén dau d6 ¢ mot lang
que ven thi xa M¥§ Tho thi 1am sao t61 quén dugc. M4 toi tung
i: “Cudng nhau rin cua con chdén & qué huong, ban tho, 15
sau ndy thoi thé d6i thay, 1am than luu lac, dat khach qué
ngudi, tha phuong cau thyc, van con cdi nhé dé tré ve.”
“Tbi d6i tén chang qua dé d& xin viéc. Téi can tién. Vo con tdi
dang an don bo bo & qué nha ma anh.”
Trong ldc khong con hy vong gi nira thi t61 dugc goi di phong
van. Phong van to1, Maria Paterson, tre, toc vang soi nho, mo
d6, mét xanh, 12 nhan vién diéu hop ctia cong ty Southern
Cross ¢6 mot doi ngii hon 600 Santa Claus trén toan qudc.
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thi Maria tré d6i mat xanh lo ngac nhién nhin t6i, lam tdi hoi
buc boi. To1 hit mot hoi tho that sau: “Nhin né di! Nhin n6 di!
Minh dén ddy dé xin viéc chtr khong phai dé cii 1on. Vo con
minh dang d6i, dang an don bo bo & qué nha kia.” Du thim
nhu long nhu vay, nhung khi Maria hot to1: “Ong c6 thé cho
toi biét tai sao ong lai mudn lam Santa Claus khong?”, to1 tirc
qud, khong nhin dugc nita, nd ludn: “Tdi mudn 1am Santa
Claus vi hai 1&. Tht nhut 12 t6i can tién, can viéc lam.” Toi lén
giong, hoi gay gat: “Tht nhi 12 1am Santa Claus, tai sao khong?



Chua 1a cua mu6n nguoi, khong phan biét chung tdc, mau da:
trang, vang, den, do. Santa Claus ciing vay thoéi! Da trang lam
Santa Claus duoc; t61, da vang, thi cling dugc; c6 sao dau?”
T6i mudn cho co ta biét tdi dang buc boi. “Ne&! Pung c6 1én
giong ky thi nghe co6 nuong!” Ai de, Maria Patterson c6 vé
chiu cdu tra 151 ciia toi, ddp lai bang cdi tiéng Anh hoi ngong,
giong Uc: “Fair enough!” C6 1y!

Vay la té1 duoc duge nhan vao 16p huan luyén Santa Claus bat
dau vao trung tuan thang chin; sau khi qua sy tham tra 1y lich
tu phdp cua canh sat.

Mac du dudi tay Maria Paterson c6 hang tram Santa Claus,
dong phuc do, vién tring, mbi nim cd van phai kiém thém
nguoi. Viée 1am doi hoi nhiéu thé luc nén khi Santa Claus tudi
gia chong chat, yéu qua khong thé nao kham nodi nita. C6 lan
Maria dién thoai cho mot Santa Claus trong danh sach dé xem
ong c6 ranh dé 1am viéc cho mia Gidng Sinh nay khong thi
mo1 hay Oong da qua doi. That la mét ci tin tang ché buon ba.
Nhleu nguoi da lam Santa Claus sudt 18 nam rong ra, nén
mudn minh méi 1a chinh hiéu cau chimg Santa Claus. C6 lan
Maria nhan dién thoai, bén kia dau day noi: “Chao Maria
Paterson! Santa Claus”. “Nhung Santa nao day? Khi trong tay
t6i ¢6 hon 600 Santa Claus trén toan qudc.” - Maria ké lai.
Lép huin luyén Santa la phong hoi cua chi hdi cyu chién binh
Uc, RSL, ¢ khu lao dong mién tdy Melbourne, Footscray. Hon
70 nguoi dén du hai ngay huan luyén trude khi duge phan vé
cic shopping centre dé 1am viéc: chup hinh ky niém Gidng
Sinh véi tré con, di nhién c6 tinh tién, sau 1a ddp Gng 101 udc
Gidng Sinh cua tré con vé mot mén qua nao d6 va bién giac
mo d6 thanh hién thuc... bang tién ctia ba m4 ching.
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Trong can phong nhon nhip, mot dng gia toc bac, ru dai, chan
t6i & cira, quac mat nhin toi tir dau dén chén, r01 gam gude
doa: “Nay, toi cho anh ban biét, khong dugc tiét 10 bat ctr bi
mat nao cua can phong nay ra ngoai nhé!” T61 ling ting chua
biét tra 101 sao thi dng gia da nhdy mat, cudi rung ca bung:
“Chi dua th6i!” Roi diing tay minh v vao gan ban tay toi mot
cach than thién.

D6 12 quang canh 1an dau tién toi thay rdi sudt doi chang thé
nao quén. Ca mot bién ngudi téc bac, ¢6 ngudi mang kiéng



130, rdu trang nhu cudc, voi nhitng chiée bung by diy md, Viét
Nam minh hay goi la thung nu¢c 1€o, ma tir nho t61 16n day la
1an dau tién t6i moi thay cdi thiing nudc 180 bu dén thé.

Santa tré nhat 25 tudi, gia nhat 92 tudi. Pu nghé: tai xé xe
buyt, nhan vién ngan hang, k¥ su hay nhitng nguoi di vé huu.
Nhiéu nguoi ky cyu, di 1am Santa Claus chuyén nghiép rat
nhiéu ndm. T4i huan luyén chi 12 dip dé ho cap nhét héa nhiing
luat 1€ va phuong thuc lam viéc moi nhat. N6 cling la dip gap
lai nhitng ngudi ban Santa cii dé trao doi kinh nghiém va tién
thé diu 140 cho vui. Cuoc séng o day, xu Uc, gia, co don, buodn
chan lém

Ho ngoi trén nhirng chlec ghe bang nhya, 1am chun ghé muon
oan ludn, tay cam quyén cAm nang huin luyén, nhung khong
them dé mat toi mot chit, chi lo néi cudi am 1 va ¢ vé chang
déy g dén Maria Paterson, nguoi diéu hop chuong trinh, dang
rat cd ho hét dé cb 4t tiéng On 20 nhur ong vo to..

L6p huan luyén kéo dai hai ngay. Nhiéu ngudi nghT dong vai
Santa Claus dé nhu #n com sudn nhung thuc sy khong phai
vay. Nhiéu hoc vién bo cudc vi khé qua!

Ngay dau hoc lich st Santa Claus, nhé tén céc con tuan 10c,
nghién ctru cach st dung céac loai dd choi méi nhat & thi
truong, Santa Claus phai hoc cdch mic quan 4o rat phuc tap,
mat nhiéu thi gid dé héa trang cho ding. Gidy bbt phai mau
den va dugc danh cirage cho béng. Santa khong bao gid mang
déng hd. Biit nit khong duoc xé khoi rin qud xa. Rau, téc gia
thang thom, phat phoi, bay bay. Ong gia Santa c6 ngud1 map,
c6 nguoi om. Om phai don thém miéng vai 16t. Joe Jolley,
nguoi gion mat toi khi 1an dau toi bude vao 16p, la 6ng gia
Santa map, nén mleng 16t duoc trao cho t61, von dm nhom 6m
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nhéch. Joe cuoi, vd vao bung diy md ctia minh rdi néi: “Nhin
ne! Toi ty dem theo miéng vai 16t day roi.” Sau khi héa trang,
Santa Claus phai tip cdch cudi rung ca bung, biét ldc nao thich
hop dé néi “ho, ho, ho”. La “ho, ho, ho” khong ding ldc c6 thé
lam cho tré con giyt minh, s¢ hai.

Ngay thtr hai hoc tim 1y, cdch giao tiép véi tré con ké ca véi
nhirng bé khong may bi tan tat. Santa Claus dugc xem video,
trong d6 dao dién cuon phim dan dung nhiing tinh hudng doi
thuong, c6 thé xay ra, khi giao tiép véi tré con trong mua 18



Giang Sinh. Lam Santa la 1am kich si. Ma khdng c6 kich ban
nao giéng kich ban nao vi mdi chau mdi khic.
Ra vay, kiém dong tién qué ngudi ciing “d6 mo hoi, s6i nudce
mat” ch chang phai chuyén gion choi.
Joe Jolley, 66 tudi, bung by, chdn may choi xé 16m dom bac, 12
cuu binh, huynh truéng. T6i 1a linh méi, dan em. Joe c6 nhi¢m
vu kém cip, hudng din t6i, day 6¢ hai hudc, néi dua: “Toi
duoc nhan lam Santa Claus vi ho cua toi 1a Jolley.” Jolley
nghia 12 vui. Joe Jolley, Joe Vui V&, tai xé xe buyt. Ong quyét
dinh vé huu non dé tro thanh Santa Claus chuyén nghiép.
“Du da thuc tap lam Santa Claus trong nhitng bira ti¢c Gidng
Sinh gia dinh rat nhiéu lan t6i cling khong tranh khoi hoi hop
khi 1an dau 1am viéc véi tinh cdch chuyén nghiép. Khi buoc ra
khoi phong thay d6, toi ctim gid ludn, toi thdy minh c6 vé ngd
1am sao y.” - Joe ké lai.
Kinh nghiém lam Santa Claus hon mudi nam cua Joe da gitp
fch t6i rat nhiéu.
Chang han Joe chi t6i trude khi d6i téc rau gia nén doi phia
trong mot céi két da cat mat phan chép dé giir cho dau téc gia
duogc thang ding.
Joe cling chi t61 c4ch gitt gin sttc khoe. Joe dan to61: “Khi chup
hinh ky niém, dit tré con trén dui, hiy nhé thay d6i chin nay
chin kia.” C6 Santa Claus quén bang viéc nay, dé dén cudi
ngay lam viéc méi thdy mot bén bap dui minh bam tim vi tré
con vira ngdi vira ddnh dong dua ca hai chén.
Nhung kinh khiing nhut 13 c4i néng, vi hau hét cac Santa Claus
phai 1am viéc it nhat 6 dén 8 tiéng mot ngay trong thoi tiét
néng burc, dudi dnh sang chdéi chang cia den chup hinh, mac
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bd 4o Santa Claus day com, doi riu téc gia bum xim c6 thé
lam than nhiét cua Santa Claus tang cao, gay chay mau cam,
do1 khi bi choang dua dén bat tinh nhan su; néu khdng cap ctu
kip thoi c¢6 thé dua dén tir vong.
Santa can quat mdy cho b6t néng, shopping centre & vung
ngheo lam gi c6 may dleu hoa khong khi. Nong nyc lam cho
Santa khat nuéc, phai uong nuoc lién tuc; udng nudce nhiéu
khién ho phai di toilef nhiéu hon. “Nhung nén nho rang Santa
Claus khong bao gior di toilet, ong ay di cho may con tuan 16¢
- Joe dan toi.



Joe néi chan thanh: “Téi thich nghe nhitng diéu ngd nghinh tré
con néi.” C6 1an Joe hoi mot bé gdi 5 tuodi: “Con c6 cho baby
bt khong?”. “Boi vi t01 nght baby bu binh”, Joe n61. “N6 cham
bam nhin t6i rdi 16n tiéng: “Lam sao duoc? Con khéng c6 sira.
Chinh vd me¢ con méi c6 sira; cho baby bu ti duoc.” Joe cuoi
ngat nghéo: “T61 bi qué qua 1a que.”

Tré con 10n nho khac nhau, tinh tinh, udc mudn cling khéc
nhau. D4p tng du loai 10i u6c khéc nhau cia tré con 1a diu rat
gay go. i

C6 chau doi moét chiéc xe dap. Santa Claus phai xem ba ma
chdu chiu hay khong, vi khong phai ai ciing du tién mua cho
con minh chiéc xe dap gid ca vai chuc d6 dé lam qua Gidng
Sinh d4u, nhat 1a d6i véi nhitng gia dinh di din lao déng ngheo
moi dén ¢ mién tay Melbourne; chtr con d6i voi nhiing gia
dinh thuong luu & Toorak d6 1a chuyén nho. Néu ba md chdu
lic dau, Santa c6 thé néi chdu con nhé qud chua cdi xe dap
duoc. Tuy nhién Santa Claus s& c6 mdt mén qua Gidng sinh rat
thu vi cho chau.

C6 chdu nang nic ddi mot cay sung ma phai la cay sung that
moi duogc, (thé gidi nay day day bao luc rdi, chau con doi sing
nita ma chi?), thi Santa Claus tra 101 la ba Santa khong thich
bao luc nén khong c6 lam sung cho tré con.

C6 chau stn ring, rung mat hai cdi rang sita ma rang vinh vién
chua kip moc, chdu udc Santa Claus cho chdu hai cdi rang ctra
vao dém Gidng Sinh dé con kip dén mirng nim moi. Joe, Santa
Claus, tra 101 “Chédu ngoan thi hai cai rang cura s€ tur tur moc ra,
nhanh cham 1a tuy theo chdu ngoan nhiéu hay it.”
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Sau hai ngay huan luyén vao trung tuan thang chin, dau thang
chap t6i dugc goi vé mét trung tAm mua sim mién Tay
Melbourne, noi dang c6 nhiéu di dan A ChAu luc tuc dén dinh
cu, nhat 12 ngudi Viét ti nan, dé 1am viéc.

Mot minh mét than, mua Gidng Sinh dau ti€én xa vg, Xxa con, toi
cd vui v6i cong viéc dé mong giét chét ndi budn xa xtr. Mila
Giang Sinh lam viéc bu dau roi ciing troi qua. Toi d déng tron
vai Santa Claus. T61 khong ddm ndi minh 12 mot kich si tai ba,
t6i chi mudn san sé niém vui voi khdch hang, nhitng thuong dé
ngay tho, duoc cha me dat di shopping, cho chup hinh ky niém
vai Santa Claus, duge qua tang Giang Sinh.



T61 nho vo, to1 nhé con toi - con ket lai & qué nha thi lam gi c6
viéc chup hinh ky niém vo61 Santa Claus, lam gi ¢6 qua Giang
Sinh, com trang con khong di an, phai don - ma 1ong dau nhu
cat.

Buoi chiéu 4p 1€ Gidng Sinh da gan 5 gio, shopping centre sap
déng ctra cho nhan vién vé doan tu véi gia dinh. May cd thu
ngan dang h6i ha dém tién, két s6. Nhan vién lan luot vao gip
vién quan d6c dé nhan cheque tién luong, mot hop chocolate
lam qua Gidng Sinh va cau chuc “Merry Christmas!”” Riéng toi
va ong thg chup hinh dugc thém 161 chic “Happy New Year!”
voi loi hen gap lai vao mua Giang Sinh nam sau.

Ao t6i ham hap nong, mo hoi chay thanh dong trén mat, uét ca
ham rau gia. Chiéc quat may xa hét toc luc, quay dién cudng,
cung khong xua di dugc con néng mua he xur Uc. Ong thg
chup hinh dang dep den chdp, xép chan chdng may chup hinh
dé chuan bi ra vé thi ho xuat hién. D6 1a hai cha con nguoi
Viét. (Ho néi1 vo1 nhau bang tleng Viét, vdn don 4m, tram
bong, riu rit nhu chim hét.)

Nguoi cha 1a mot thanh nién ang chimg hon 30 tudi, cd tudi
tO1, mac chlec 4o trang tay dai, du dang miia he néng birc, bo
vao chiéc quan tdy mau tro xdm. Da ngdm ngam den nhu chua
nha hét ning cua dng 1am t6i nhé nhitng ngay ning chay di lao
dong, dao kinh thily loi. C6 18 dng ndy moi dit chan dén day
chua duoc bao 1au, gidng nhu toi, dé c6 thé an nhiéu bo sita
Uc, than hinh mdi tao ra mot 16p mo can thiét dé chéng lai con
lanh khac nghiét ma dong xtr Uc. Pdi giay dng mang, ngay ca
quan 4o éng mic, chic ¢ 1& xin ¢ hoi tir thién nao d6 nén gidy
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gidng giay Sac-Ld, quan 4o thi rong thiing thinh so véi than
hinh com ¢6i ciia nguoi dan Viét Nam nhi¢t d6i minh von di
da nho con.

Riéng chdu gdi ching sdu, bay tudi, mic chiéc dam trang
tuong ddi dit tién, vira chién, t6i chic hang hiéu ciia Myer. T6i
nghi thim trong bung éng nay thuong con dit. Cha mic db linh
xinh. Con méc db xin.

Téc chau den, day, thang dudt, dai chim toi ba vai. Trén dau la
miéng mousse mau xanh 14, cit tua tua, gia 1am nhitng nhdnh
sing ctia con tuan 16c. Mat chdu mf 16t nhu nhitng nguoi A
Chau khdc, trong mit den, tron nhu hat nhén, 1ap lanh duéi 4nh



den dién trong nhu c6 sao sa.

T6i nhin chdu g4i, bui ngli nhd dén hai dira con trai toi ma dira
16n trac tudi chéu, con ket lai & qué nha. Céi Tét dau tién nay &
Melbourne, néu t6i khong kiém dugce tién dé déng mot thiing
qua goi vé ctru déi, thi chic vo con tdi ¢ noi rudng lda cd bay
thang c4nh, ché chay cong duoi, cling phai tiép tuc an don bo
bo 1a thir ma trude nam 1975 nguoi ta dung nudi gia suc.

Khi thay t6i, Santa Claus, va dng thg chup hinh, mat chdu 4nh
lén mQt nét mung vui.

“Ba oi! Ong gia Noel kia!”

Ong nguoc mat nhin t6i, hoi ngac nhién, khi nghe t6i chao dng
bang tiéng Viét:

“Chao 6ng. Merry Christmas! Ong ¢6 muén cho chdu chup
hinh ky niém Giang Sinh khong?”

Ong, vé ludng lu, béi rdi nhin con, roi moc bop ra, kiém lai
tién. Chi 120 t&o vai t& 5 d6 va nhiing d6 tlen cac.

Tbi tham nghi cha con dng niy con may man hon cha con toi
nhiéu. Nhung khi nhin nét mit ngdy tho, thanh thién, ding yéu
ctia chdu nho t6i dam ra toi nghiép. “NG6 ciing trac tudi con
minh.” Cam long khong dau, tdi néi voi 6ng khach: “Xin 6ng
dung tir chdi; c6 18 6ng va chau day 1a nguoi khdch cubi cuing
cua chung t61 mua Gidng Sinh ndm nay nén tdi s€ noi voi Ong
thg chup hinh nguot Uc chup cho chau mot tAm hinh véi ong
gia Noel mién phi. Ong chi can cho biét dja chi dé khi rira hinh
ra ching t6i s& goi dén cho chdu dé 1am ky niém, vai nam nira
chau 16n khon c6 dip nhin lai chic cling théy vui vui.” (Nam
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ay chua c6 mdy chup hinh k¥ thuat sb, chup va in ra lién nhu
bay gio).

Khi chdu gdi dtng canh t6i dé chup hinh, toi thiy trong mat
chdu mot vi sao sang lung linh niém hy vong.

Vi sao d6 hinh nhu mot 1an toi da thay trong hang d4
Bethlehem cua muia Gidng Sinh doan tu & qué nha trudc nam
1975.

Vi sao d6 mot 1an toi da thay khi dang tuyét vong nhin 1én bau
troi den t6i, khong biét dau 12 b 1 ben, tim mot dnh sao, chi
mot huong di, cdu cho mot phép la nhiém mau hién ra trong
dém 1énh dénh, trén con thuyén op ep, vuot bién Pong.

Hanh trinh bién Péng. Toi di di vao chd chét dé tim ra cai



song di hy vong rat mong manh con hon ¢ lai qué huong t
nguc; bi nhitng nguoi chién thang o ép, day doa lan mon cho
dén chét.

Pém bién Pong. Pém ménh mdng. C6 vi sao lung linh dan
duong cho ddm nguoi vuot bién khon kho téi bo bén tu do
duoc binh an. Nhung ciing ¢6 nguoi di ma khong bao gio toi.
Vo chong, me con, chét chéc, chia lia, phan tan. Ho bo minh vi
diam thuyen, vi khat, vi d6i, vi cudp bién Théi Lan. Hanh trinh
bién Pong day nudc mat.

T61, Santa Claus, nhin chdu nho, hoi mot cau theo thong 1€ ma
to1 da tirng hoi hang tram dua tré con khac trong mua Giang
Sinh nam nay:

“Chau c6 uoc gi khong?”

“Ong oi! Con khong udc do choi gi hét. Ba con néi: me con
lac trén bién Pong d3 bao ndam ma chua tim dugc dudng veé.
Ong 6 thé tim ra me, roi dat me vé véi con duoc khong? Con
mudn me.”

Tbi hoan toan bat ngd, boi réi khong biét phai tra 101 sao ben
ngudc mat nhin ba chdu, cau ctu.

Tbi thay mat dng rung rung day ngan 18.

doan xuan thu
Melbourne — Australia



