Vi Tri Caia Pdng Nai - Clru Long Trong Luc Dia Pong Nam A
GS Nguyén Thanh Liém

Dong Nai va Ctru Long 12 tén ctia hai hé thong séng 16n & Mién Nam nuoc Viet, hé thong song Dong Nai va h¢
thong song Cuu Long. Khi ndi ving Poéng Nai Ciru Long chiing t6i mudn néi dén tat ca céc tinh ndm trong
ving dét bao ‘quanh hai h¢ thng séng 16n nay. D6 1a cdc tinh Mién Pong va Mién Tdy Nam phan, tir Binh
Thuén vao dén Ca Mau. Dudi thoi vua Gia Long va phan dau cta thoi vua Minh Mang, ca viing nay duoc goi 1a
Tran Gia Pinh ma Ta Quédn L& Vin Duyét 1a ngudi hai 1an dugc bd nhiém 1am Tong Tran ¢ ddy. Nam 1932 sau
khi L& Vin Duyét mit, Gia Dinh Trin méi bi bai bo, Mién Nam dugc chia thanh 6 tinh. Dia danh Nam Ky Luc
Tinh ¢6 tir d6. Du6i thoi Phap thudc, nguoi Phap goi ving nay 1a Cochinchine hay Nam Ky. Pay la viing thudc
dia ctia Phép, va luc tinh duoc chia 1am 21 tinh voi nhitng chit diu ghép lai 1am thanh bai tho nhu sau:

GIA, CHAU, HA, RACH, TRA (Gia Pinh, Chau Déc, Ha Tién, Rach Gi4, Tra Vinh)

SA, BEN, LONG, TAN, SOC (Sa Péc, Bén Tre, Long Xuyén, Tan An, S6¢ Tring)

THU, TAY, BIEN, MY, BA (Thu Dau Mét, Ty Ninh, Bién Hoa, My Tho, Ba Ria)

CHQ, VINH, GO, CAN, BAC, CAP (Cho Lén, Vinh Long, Gd Céng, Can Tho, Bac Liéu, Cap Saint Jacques)

Thoi Viét Nam Cong Hoa, viing nay 12 Mién Nam Viét Nam va bao gdm céc tinh Mién Dong (T4y Ninh, Binh
Long, Phudc Long, Binh Duong, Bién Hoa, Long Khanh, Binh Tuy, Phudc Tuy, Gia Pinh), va cic tinh Mién
Tay Nam Phan (Chau Pdc, Kién Phong, Kién Tuong, Hau Nghia, Kién Giang, An Giang, Vinh Long, Dinh
Tuong, Long An, Chuong Thi¢n, Phong Dinh, Vinh Binh, Kién Hoa, GO Cong, An Xuyén, Bac Liéu, Ba
Xuyén). Chinh phu hién thoi ding chit Nam B6 thay vi Nam Phan va ciing phéan biét Mién Dong (hay viing
Pdng Nai vdi céc tinh Song Bé, DPdng Nai, Ty Ninh, Long An) va Mién T4y (hay ddng bang song Ciru Long
v6i cdc tinh Dong Thap, Tién Giang, Ciru Long, An Giang, Hau Giang, Kién Giang, Minh Hai). Trong sach nay
chiing t6i ding chit Mién Nam (Viét Nam) dé chi viing Pong Nai Ciru Long.

Vung Pong Nai Ctru Long xua kia, tir trudc thién nién ky Thi Nhut, thudce vé nude Phit Nam. Sang thién nién
ky Tht Nhi thi viing nay thuéc Thuy Chan Lap. Ca Phit Nam 1in Thuy Chéan Lap déu ¢ trong tinh trang ctia
nhirng “mandalas” chd chua phai 12 nhitng quéc gia c6 ldnh thd hay cwong vuc rd rang, nhit dinh. Céc nha khao
¢6 hoc khong hay chua tim duge nhitng di chi nao cho thay c6 sy hién dién ctia con nguoi sinh song & vung nay
trong thoi gian trudc van hoa Oc Eo. Con ngudi thoi hai lwgm , sin ban khong sinh song hodc khong c6 dé lai
dau vét o vung nay. Nhung néu néi chung cho ca vung Hau Giang thi theo Son Nam tho dén thoi tién sir & dy
¢0 1€ thudc giong Indonesien (c6 bo so nguoi tim thiy & Vinh Hung, Bac Liéu). Nguoi Mon- Khmer tran téi,
xua céc thd dan nay qua mién Trung hodc ra Nam Duong vao khoang dau thién nién ky thir nhat. Con ngudi
som nhat ma ngay nay cdc nha khao ¢ c6 duoc dau vét 1a ngudi Phit Nam va van héa Oc Eo cua ho.

Nhitng di chi khéo c¢6 tim thiy & Oc Eo do nha khao c6 Malleret ctia Phéap khai quét hdi thap nién 1940 cho thay
noi day xua kia 1a mot trung tim, c6 thé 12 mot do thi vira 1a mot thuong cang quan trong ctia vuong qudc Phit
Nam. Oc Eo hién nay nam trong tinh An Giang, & chan nii Ba Thé, cich bién hon 20 km. Dia ban ciia vuong
quoc Phit Nam trai rong ca viing Pong Nai Ciru Long qua tin Kampuchia trong khoang thoi gian tir thé ky I dén
thé ky tha VII cua thién nién ky thi nhit. DAu tich ciia vuong qudc Phit Nam khong phai chi ¢6 ¢ Oc Eo ma
con duoc tim thdy ¢ nhiéu noi khic nhu Canh Dén (Kién Giang), GO Thap (Pdng Thap), Go Nam Tudc, v v .
dén Pong Nai, ving Déng Nam Phan theo cic cong cudc khai quat gan day. Theo Malleret thi Oc Eo 1a mot do
thi rong 16n, mot thuong cang phén vinh, mat trung tdm kinh té sdng (dong voi moi giao thuong Au-A khd rong
rdi. Oc Eo ciing 1a mot d6 thi tiéu biéu cho nén van minh ciia mot qudc gia ¢6 hinh thanh sém nhit & Dong Nam
A.



Nhung nguoi Phut Nam 1a ai? Tén Phut Nam ¢ ddu ma ¢6? Chir Phu Nam 1a chit nguoi ta im thiy trong thu tich
Trung Hoa. Tan Buong Thu ghi 1a Trac Chi€n Dan (vua Phu Nam) xung vua, sai st sang cdng voi di thuan
dudng. Sach cting ghi la ho (Phi Nam) ¢6 5,000 voi chién. Luong Thu ciing ¢6 noi dén Phit Nam nhung khong
sach nao ndi 16 hon vé nguoi Phu Nam 1a nguoi gi? George Coedes, trong quyen “The Indianized States of
Southeast Asia” thi chtr Phu Nam la chir cia nguoi Trung Hoa phién am tur tiéng b’iu-nam, tirc 1a tiéng Khmer
¢ ¢c6 nghia 1a “vua ¢ trén ndi” (Khmer ¢6 12 bnam, Khmer méi 1a phnom). Ciing theo Coedés thi ngudi Phi
Nam c6 thé tir mién Déng Nam An Do, hodc tir ban dao M Lai hay tir cdc dao trong chéu dai duong. Trong
quyen “The Making of South East Asia”, Coedes ¢6 noi dén truyén thuyét Kaundinya (nhu mét ti truéng) tir
mién Nam An D¢ dén két duyén cling hoang hau Liéu Diép ¢ viing ha luu sdng Mékong, 1ap nén nudc Phu
Nam. Kinh d6 & viing Ba Nam, thudc tinh Preyveng ngay nay, cdch bién 500 dam.

Nhung tai sao Phu Nam suy tan va mat diu Vét tir thé ky thi VII? thi cho dén bay gi0 khong ¢ tai liéu nao cho
biét vé viéc nay ngoai nhiing gia thuyét cho rang 1a do mot dai thién tai nao nhu hong thuy, séng than, bénh
dich da tiéu diét giong nguoi nay. Nhung trén binh dién trai rong nhu céc di chi khao ¢6 cho thdy thi khong thé
¢6 thién tai nao c¢6 kha ning tiéu huy ca vuong quc Phit Nam duoc. C6 gia thuyét cho 12 ngudi Java di tiéu
diét nguoi Phit Nam, nhung khong c6 dau hiéu gi dang tin cay vé su viéc nay.

Dén cudi thé ky XIII, khoang 1296 — 1297, st than Trung Hoa 12 Chau Pat Quan da dén viing nay nhung lic
bay gio thi viing nay di thudc vé Chan Lap ché 'khong con 1a Phit Nam nita. Trén dudng di Chan Lap, Chau bat
Quan c6 ghi nhan quang canh hoang vu ving dong bang song Ciru Long nhu sau :

. hau hét cdc ving déu 1a bui ram cua khu rung thap, nhitng cira rong cua con song 16n chay dai hang trim
ly, béng mét um tim cta nhitng gdc ¢ thu va ciy may dai tao thanh nhiéu chd trd xum xé. T1eng chim hoét va
thd vat kéu vang doi khap noi. Vao nira duong trong cura song, nguoi ta moi thay lan dau canh dong rudng bod
hoang, khong c6 mot goc cay nao. Xa hon tAm mét chi toan a co ké day day. Hang tram hing ngan triu rimg ty
hop timg by trong viing nay. Tiép d6, nhiéu con dudng gidc day tre chay dai hang trim 1i.” (Chau Dat Quan,
Chan Lap Phong Thé Ky, Lé Huong. Sai Gon: Ky Nguyén Méi, 1973, tr. 80).

Thanh ra trong thoi gian tir thé ky VII cho dén thé ky XIII, _nghia Ia sau khi Pht Nam tan rd cho dén lic Chéan
Lap phon thinh 1én, ngudi ta khong tim dugc nhing dau vét gi c6 thé cho biét 1a dan tdc ndo ngy tri ¢ vung nay
va dan toc d6 da phat trién banh truéng hay suy tan nhu thé nao? Theo Charles Higham trong quyén “The
Archaeology of Mainland Southeast Asia” (Cambridge University Press, 1989), tua trén nhitng cong trinh khai
quat tir trudc dén thap nién 1980 thi tir khoang 10,000 nim trudc Chia Gidng Sinh cho dén cudi thé ky X VI, ca
vung Péng Nam A (luc dia) da trai qua nhiéu thoi ky lich st voi nhitng hinh trang xa hoi khac nhau: thoi san
ban hdi lugm tir 10,000 BC dén 5,000 BC; thoi dinh cu ven bién tir 5,000 BC dén 1,500 BC. . . . thoi ky thanh
hinh cdc mandalas & Dong Nam A tir 500 BC dén thé ky III; va thoi ky phét trién va chuyén bién cta nhiing
mandalas tir thé ky ITI dén thé ky XVI. Vin héa Oc Eo va Angkor chi moi Xuét hién vao thoi ky cudi trong
nhung thot ky ghi trén. Day la thoi ky tuong Gmg voi sy phat trién ctia cdc qudc gia cb voi ché do xa hoi goi 1a

“mandala” (mot loai ché d6 vira t6n gido vira phong kién & Pong Nam A). Trudc khi c6 nhitng mandalas thi xi
hoi Bong Nam A con & tinh trang bo lac voi céc tu truong (chiefdoms). Phtt Nam, Chan Lap, Lam Ap la ba
trong 5 hay 6 mandalas cta ving Pong Nam A. Mdi mandala bao gdm mét khu vuc dia 1y duéi su thong tri, va
lam chu cua mot vi vuong vira nhu nha vua vira la nguoi duge ton sung nhu mot lanh tu vé ton gido. Nhung
mandala khéng c6 bién gidi nhat dinh; ranh gidi ciia né rat co gian, no thay d6i ludn (fluid) tuy theo sirc anh
huong cua nha vua chu nhan. Mandala chua phai 1a mot quéc gia, mot nude c6 chi quyén, c6 quy luét truyén
ngoi, ¢6 bién gioi ro rét. Vuong quoc Phit Nam chi la m6t mandala va mandala nay da bi tan bién trong mandala
Chan Lap, cling nhu mandala Lam Ap sau nay bi tan bién trong qudc gia Viét Nam viy.

Mot gia thuyét gan ddy lai cho rang viing nay xua kia 1a viing dat coa ngudi Viét cb. Gia thuyet nay tua trén
mot sO cac dia danh ma ngudi Théi (Xiém) va nguoi Mién (Khmer) da dat ra cho nhiing dia diém d6. Thi du nii
Phit Dung c6 thé 1a do chit Phit hay Phnom va Youn, ¢6 nghia 1a Ndi cta nguoi Viét. Ngay danh tir Ha Tién,
theo thuyét nay, ciing ¢6 thé 1a do chir Ta Ten ma ra, Ta c6 nghia 12 ndi va Ten 1a tén con song, theo tiéng Mién.
Thuyét nay bac bo truyén thuyét cho rang noi diy xua kia c6 tién hién xudng, di lai trén séng nén goi 1a Ha Tién
(tién hién ra trén séng). Ngudi chi truong thuyét nay 1a ong Truong Minh Dat. Trong quyén “Nhan Thirc Mé&i



vé Dt Ha Tién”, ong Pat viét:” . . . ¢6 thé néi dugc thoi xa Xua, vung dat Ha Tién chinh thong 12 vung dat Phu
Dung (Phu Youn) cua nguoi Lac Vlet Trong qud trinh chung séng hoi nhap, nhirg ngudi Viét dau tién da trd
thanh déan cu caa Phit Nam, rdi ho tiép nhan dot séng Khmer va Java sau do . . . . Vao céc thé ky XVII, XVIII,
ngudi Viét Nam di hoan thanh tdt vai trd thdng nhat lanh thd xua cua to tién. Cuoc théng nhat dién ra nhanh,
chi do nguoi Viét da c6 mat rai rac khip noi trén lanh th phia Nam nay.” (tr. 28-29). DAy ciing chi 1a mot gia
thuyét con chd doi nhiéu ching liéu lich st nita dé c6 thé ching giai dugc.

Gia thuyét khéc nita 13 gia thuyét cia Ha Van Thuy sau ddy, twa trén nhitng kham phd cta nha dia chit hoc H.
Fontaine cua Phap. Tu cudi bai Trung Xinh (Pleistocene) dén dau Pai Tan Xinh (Holocene), dai khai tir khoang
100,000 dén 11,000 nam trudc, nude bién ha thap tir 100 dén 120 m, bién Péng kho can, chi con 12 mot viing
nhd, tao diéu kién cho dong vat tir Chau A tran sang Chau Dai Duong, khién cho h¢ dong vat gan nhau  gitta hai
chéu. Ttr 10,000 nam trudc cong nguyén trd lai day c6 nhiéu 1an (4 14n) bién tién (ding cao) va lui (xudng thap),
dac biét la trong hai lan tién va lbi cta bién 1an thtr 3 va lan thir 4 c6 mat thiét lién hé t6i sy thanh hinh va tan
bién ctia vuong qudc Phit Nam. Trong lan nudc bién 1én cao 1an tht ba (200 nim BC dén 50 AD), nudc bién &
viing dong béng song Ctru Long dé ngan chén bude tién cua cdc gidng dan séng & ving Pong Nai qua dinh cu &
viing nay. Roi khi nudc 1ui tir nam 50 dén thé ky thur V, thi nguoi Ma Lai-Da Dao (MalayoPolynésien) tu cdc
dao ngoai bién vao day dinh cu 1am thanh vuong qudc Phit Nam véi nén van minh Oc Eo tiéu biéu ciia ho. Tiép
theo d6 trong 14n dang cao thtr IV kéo dai 800 nam tir nam 350 dén 1,150, voi diém cao nhit vio khoang nim
650, nudc blen da lam ngép ca dong bang song Ctru Long khién khong con ai co the sdng duoc trong vung.
Vuong qudc Phit Nam tan rd, mot phan cua nguoi Phu Nam 1€n mién ni cao sinh song, va phan khac tré vé céc
dao trong Chau Pai Duong. Tt thé ky XII nudc bién xudng thip trd lai, & mic binh thudng nhu ngay nay.
Ciing tir 46 nuwéc Chan Lap thanh hinh chiém ca viing dit Phit Nam trude kia. VA ta ¢6 hinh anh cta ving Pong
Bang sdng Ciru Long do Chau Pat Quan ghi lai hdi thé ky XIII nhu da thay trén.

Qua céc gia thuyet cung nhu cdc cong trinh khai quat ndi trén ta 6 the tam két luan 1a vung DPong Nai Ctru
Long vao cic thé ky ddu cua thién nién ky thtr nhat thudc vuong qudc Phit Nam, va tir thé ky XIII cho dén thé
ky XVII thuoc Thity Chan Lap va tir thé ky XVIII tré di thudc Viét Nam.

“Pong Nam A” (Southeast Asia) ngdy nay 1 viing dia 1y bao gdm céc nudc: Mién Dién (Myanmar), Théi Lan,
Ma Lai, Mién (Cambodia), Lao, Viét Nam, Nam Duong, Phi Luét Tan, Singapore, Brunei, va Bong Timor.
Trong 12 qubc gia vira ké c6 mot quéc gia rit quan trong nhung c6 dién tich rat nho, khong hon mot thanh phé
16n, d6 1a Singapore, mot qudc gia khéc rat it dugc biét dén, nam trong Nam Duong quén ddo, v6i dan s6 khong
hon ntura tri€u d6 1a Brunei Darussalam, va mot quoc gia khdc nita cling nam trong Nam Duong Quan bao vira
méi dugce thanh 1ap nam 1999 sau mdt cudc trung cau dan y la East Timor (BPong Timor) véi dan so6 chua toi
mot tricu (khoang 800 ngan dan). Ngudi ta thuong phan biét hai khu vuc khac biét cua ca ving Bong Nam A:
khu vuyc lyc dia (d4t lién), va khu vuc quan dao hay dai duong. Phan luc dia bao gom céc nudéce Mién Dién, Thai
Lan, mot phan cia M3 Lai, Singapore, Mién, Lao va Viét Nam. Ving dai duong bao gdbm Nam Duong, Phi
Luat Tan, mot phﬁn khéic cua Ma Lai, East Timor va Brunei. Hai khu vuc nay, trén 10 ngan nam trude khi con
thoi bang gid, lic nude bién con thap, déu cing nam trén mot day dat 1ién voi nhau cho nén céc loai ciy co,
mudng thi déu gidng nhau. Hét thoi bing gid, nude bién dang 1én cao dén, tich roi viing quan déo ra khoi ving
dat 1ién 1am thanh hai khu vuc khédc nhau nhu ngay nay.

Vé phuong dién dia 1y va van héa, Pong Nam A trén dét lién hay Dong Nam A Luc Dia, ndm giira hai nudc
16n, va gitta hai nén vian héa xuét phat tir hai nudc d6 1a Trung Hoa va An Do. Pay 1a hai cdi ndi vin héa lén
ciia A Chau va khu vyc Pong Nam A Luyc Dia nam gitta hai cdi ndi van héa 1on d6. Pia danh diing cta khu vue
nay la Indo-China (An-Trung) hay Indochinese Peninsula (Bdn Pao An Trung), nghia la viing ban ddo nam giira
An D¢ va Trung Hoa. Nhung vi nguoi Phdp da dung chit Indochina (ma nguoi Viét thuong dich 12 Pong
Duong) thu hep dé chi ba nudc Viét, Mién, Lao, dudi sy d6 hd cua ho thanh ra cdc nha van héa hoc da khong
diing lai dia danh nay cho ca viing ma phai ding chit Pong Nam A dé trdnh 14m 1n. Thoi xwa ngudi ta con goi
viing ndy 12 “Golden Peninsula” (B4n Pao Hoang Kim) va bao gdm cdc nudc Mién Pién, Thdi Lan, Lao,
Cambodia, va Viét Nam, khong c6 Ma Lai trong dd, vi Ma Lai dugc xem la thudc vé khu vuc quén dao. Cac
nude nam trong khu vuc Ban Pao Hoang Kim hay Ban Pao An Trung nay déu it nhiéu chiu d4nh huéng ciia mot



trong hai nén vin héa 16n & ddy 1a An D¢ va Trung Hoa. Theo nhidu nha vin héa hoc Ty phuong thi cdc nudc
Mién Pién, Thdi Lan, Lao va Cambodia nhan anh huéng An D trong khi Viét Nam nhan anh hudéng Trung
Hoa nhiéu hon. Cdc nuéc chiu anh hudng An Do thuong duoc goi 1a “Indianized States”(cdc nudc An Héa).

Mot céu hoi quan trong dat ra ¢ ddy la trudc khi chiu danh huong cua An D6 va Trung Hoa thi van hod that sy
cua vung Bong Nam A nay c6 hay khong? Neu ¢6 thi nén van hod d6 nhu thé nao? C6 chang mot nén vin hod
Dong Nam A tién van hod An Trung? Mot sb khoa hoc gia gan diy c6 khuynh hudng cho rang dan Bong Nam
A tir thoi tién sir dd ¢6 vin hod riéng cua ho, va nén vin ho4 d6 tir thud xa xua da kha tién bd, da c6 anh hudng
dén van hoa Han toc (Trung Quéc), trudce khi Trung Quéc c6 anh hudng ngugc lai.

An Trung (Indochina) theo diing nghia Ban Pao An Trung (Indochinese Peninsula) 1a diém gip g& ctia nhiéu
gidng dan khic nhau, va cham nhau, pha tron nhau, va tir xa xua 12 noi hai nén van héa chinh ctia A Chau dung
dau nhau. O khu vuc An Trung hai nén van héa nay bién d6i it nhidu khi ching tiép xidc voi xa hoi ban dia. Vin
héa két qua cua nhitng bién doi d6 sau ndy lai dugc bién cai thém do nhitng 4nh hudng ngoai lai nhu Phét gido
tr Tich Lan, va vin minh Au chau. [“. .. Indochina, in the sense of the Indochinese Peninsula. . . is a crossroads
where the most diverse racial groups came into contact with each other and mixed with each other, and where
since ancient times the two main civilizations of Asia have confronted each other. In Indochina these
civilizations were transformed, in varying degrees, through contact with the indegenous societies, and the
civilizatins resulting from this contact reacted upon each other and were subsequently enriched or changed by
later influence from abroad, such as Buddhism from Ceylon, and European civilization.”, Georges Coedes, The
Making of South East Asia.]

Ban Pao An Trung hay Luc Dja Pong Nam A 1 viing dat phtic tap, c6 nhiéu quéc gia khdc biét vé dia hinh, dat
dai, dan toc va vian héa. Tuy nhién dudi bé ngoai nhiéu khéc biét d6, khi ngugc dong lich sir nguoi ta ¢6 thé tim
thdy & bé siu c6 su tuong can gilia céc quéc gia nay vé dia 1y va van héa. Hau hét cdc nuoc nay (Mién bi¢n,
Thai Lan, Mién, Lao, Viét Nam) déu nam trong vung nhiét déi, chiu anh huong néng né ciia Chéau A gi6 mua.
Phan dong dan ching ¢ cdc nude nay déu sbéng vé nghe nong va chia thanh hai nhém, nhém trong lda nudc &
nhirng ruong thap (thao dién), va nhém dén toc thiéu s 1am rudng ray trén viing dat cao (son dién). V& tin
ngudng phan dong dan ching & vung dat thap theo Phat gido. Doi séng cua con nguoi ¢ ddy tiy thudc rat nhidu
¢ mua mua l{i va nhitng séng rach chang chit. Nhiing con s6ng 16n nhu séng Irrawady va Salween ¢ Mién Dién,
song Chao Phraya ¢ Thai Lan, song Hong & Bic Viét, va song Mekong & dat Lao, Mién va Viét Nam, cung voi
bao nhiéu kinh rach khéc 1a nhitng hé thong giao théng vo cling tién loi, lai 1a hé thong cung cap nudc day du
cho cédc céanh dong rugng ciing nhu vuon tuoc quanh nam, va hon nira con la ngudn cung cap tom cd that phong
pht cho doi séng con ngudi. C6 thé néi song nude 1a mach sdng ciia ngudi dan Ban Pao An Trung ¢ viing dat
thdp. Di dau nguoi ta ciing gip duoc nhitng rugng lda xinh tuoi, nhimg khu vuon cdy trdi du loai cua vung nhiét
d6i, nhitng bita in ¢ com 1am mén chanh véi d6 4n nhiéu gia vi.

Ban Pao An Trung 12 viing gip g& qua lai cta nhing duong giao thuong quoc té ngay tir ddu thién nién ky thu
nhét, gitta An Do va Trung Hoa, va sau nay trong cdc thé ky gan day gitra nhiéu nudc Au ‘Tay, va A Chau. Céc
ton gido 1on trén thé gi6i déu c6 dau 4n & trong viing: Phat glao Tiéu Thira anh huong xudng phia Nam qua céc
nudc An héa. Phat gido Dai Thira anh hudng & phia Bic dén Viét Nam, pha tron v61 Lao gido va Khong gido.
(Hbi gido chi ¢6 mat nhiéu ¢ ban dao Ma Lai). Thién Chia gido c6 mit sau niy ¢ nhiéu nudc (nhung 1a ton gido
) mot cua Phi Ludt Tan). Bén canh cac ton gido 16n, tin ngudng binh dan va sy tho ciing ong ba van duoc
nhiéu nguoi theo dudi. Ngudi Pong Nam A c6 céch xung hd dac biét gan lién v6i dia vi cia mdi cd nhan trong
gia dinh hay ngoai xa hoi, ché khong diing nhimg dai danh tir tong quat nhu nguoi Au ‘Tay. Dia vi cua nguoi
phu nir ¢ ddy ciing c¢6 phan quan trong khong kém dan ong. Ho ¢6 nhiéu ty do, c6 quyén s& hitu, c¢6 thé tham
gia trong cdc nganh hoat dong va c6 thé 1am vua (¢ thoi xua). Ba con hai bén ndi ngoai dugc xem nhu nhau,
khong c¢6 su khinh trong gitra bén ngoai va bén ndi.

Vi tri dac bi¢t cua ca ving Bong Nam A cling nhu mot s6 san pham hiém c6 ctia né va nhat la tinh trang cham
tién cua cac nudc trong vung hoi theé ky XVIII — XIX so vdi cdc nudc Tay phuong, da lam cho vung nay tré
thanh miéng moi ngon cho cic nudc tu ban tién bd trén the gioi. Cong cudc danh chiém va dd ho ca vung, ngoai



trir Théi Lan, cta cdc nudce tién tién Tay phuong nhu, Anh, Phdp, Y Pha Nho, Ha Lan, My khoi sy tur thé ky

X VI kéo dai dén hét dai chién Thé Gidi Thtr Hai, dé lai nhiéu vét tich va anh hudng vian héa ¢ day. Phi Luat
Tan, Nam Duong va ban dao Ma Lai da bi Y Pha Nho (r6i My), Ha Lan, va Anh xam chiém tir thé ky X VIIL
Riéng cdc nudc trong Ban Pao An Trung thi Anh va Phép tan cong, do ho tir gitra thé ky XIX. Phan 16n nhiing
duong ranh gioi phan chia cdc nude trong Ban Dao An Trung 1a nhirng dudng ranh gidi do cic nude do ho an
dinh maéi day sau khi ho dat xong nén d6 hd cua ho. Viéc 4n dinh ranh gidi nay chi tya trén quyen loi va tinh
trang hién hiru ctia chinh quyén d6 ho héi lic d6 ché khong twra trén nhitng yéu t6 lich s, hay dia 1y gi ca cia
cdc nuée lién hé. That su thi trude d6 duong ranh gidi gitta cdc nude trong ving rat mo hd, co gidn, khdng c6
mdt 4n dinh rd rang nao. [Phan 16n cdc nudc trong viing con & trong tinh trang nhiing “mandala” hon 1a nhiing
quéc gia that sy. Qudc gia chi thanh hinh khi ¢6 cuong vuc rd rang, c6 nén hanh chanh cai tri ¢6 qui cti. Con
“mandala” chua c6 cuong vuc, chua ¢6 mot 1anh thd c6 ranh giéi 16 rang. NG 12 mot nhém déan & trén mot ving
nao d6 dudi sy 1anh dao cua mot nguodi dung dau, mot 1anh chda, véi mot sd 1anh tu phu thudc vao nguoi lanh
chda d6. Nguoi 1anh chia ciing 1a mot 1anh tu vé ton gido. Lanh thd cuia mandala rit co gian, mo hd, va thuong
thay d6i tuy & mirc do anh hudng ctia ngudi lanh chia. ]

Su d6 ho cua Tay phuong 12 yéu t kha quan trong gép phan vao viée chia céch céc qudc gia Pong Nam A boi
anh huong khdc nhau cta cdc nude d6 ho. Mién Pién va Mi Lai chiu anh hudng vin minh Anh trong khi Viét
Mién Lao hoc héi van minh Phép, Phi Luét Tan bi anh huéng Y Pha Nho va My trong khi Nam Duong phan
nhiéu chiu anh huéng Ha Lan. Trudc khi ¢6 anh huong Tay phuong ¢ vung nay chi c6 anh huong An D9 trén
céc nuéc An héa va anh huong Trung Hoa trén phan dat Viét Nam. Riéng truong hop Viét Nam thi déc biét hon
c4. Cac nha van hdéa nhan loai hoc nhan thay dan tdc Viget, trén da phat trién van héa, da di theo mot con duong
khéc han con dudng ma cdc nude khic & Luc Pia bong Nam A d3 di. Trong khi cdc nudc khic theo vin minh
An Do (Indianized States) thi Viét Nam lai theo truyén thong van héa Trung Hoa (Sinicized State). Nhung, tuy
1a (tir xwa) Viét Nam thudc hé thong vin héa A Dong (East Asia) hon 12 hé thong van héa Pong Nam A
(Southeast Asia), ngudi Viét Nam di thich nghi vao méi trudng Pong Nam A (tir thé ky XVII) — khong phai chi
thich nghi vao mdi trudng ty nhién vung nhiét doi va anh hudng gié mua ma con thich nghi vao ca moéi truong
x4 hoi nira. Trai qua bao nhiéu thé ky ngudi Viét Nam da c6 nhiéu lién hé véi cdc sic toc thiéu sb mién nii &
bong Nam A, v6i dan tdc Cham, va dan Khmer, va nhiéu dan toc Thdi. Chinh sy thich nghi cua céi van héa
chiu anh hudng truyén théng Trung Hoa vao méi trudng vin héa Péng Nam A 1am cho van héa Viét Nam c6
mau sic dic thi cia né. [“The course of cultural development followed by the Vietnamese has been markedly
different from that of their neighbors in mainland Southeast Asia. Whereas the other civilizations of Southeast
Asia drew their inspiration from India, the Vietnamese have drawn theirs from the great tradition of China. Yet,
while belonging culturally to the East Asian rather than the Southeast Asian world, the Vietnamese have
adapted themselves to a Southeast Asian environment — not only the natural one with its tropical and monsoonal
features, but also a social one. Over the centuries, the Vietnamese have had intensive relations with Southeast
Asian hill peoples, with the Chams and the Khmer, and with various Tai peoples. It is the adaptation of a
Chinese-derived cultural tradition to a Southeast Asian environment that has given the Vietnamese tradition its
didtinctive cast.” Charles F. Keyes, The Golden Peninsula, Culture and Adaptation in Mainland Southeast
Asia.]

Cang dén gan thé ky XX va cang di xa vé phia Nam ngudi ta cang thiy vin héa Viét Nam xa dan truyén théng
van héa Viét-Trung dé dén gén van héa Luc Pia Pong Nam A, boi vi trf ddc biét vé dia ly, lich sur va xa hoi cua
né. Vi tri dia 1y cho théy Viét Nam mot mat thudc vé khu vuc A bong (bao gém cac nudc Trung Hoa, Triéu
Tién, Nhat Ban) va mit khac thudc khu vuc Nam A (g@)m cac cac quén dao Nam Duong, Phi Luat Tan, ban ddo
Mai Lai, Thdi Lan, Mién dién, An D9, Tich Lan, v v . . ). V& phuong dién lich sir Viét Nam c6 thé chia thanh hai
khu vuc khac nhau. Mot khu vuc cti da co tir méy ngan nam trudc, va mot khu vyc méi chi maéi thanh hinh tir
thé ky XVII tré di. Tén danh cho hai khu vuc nay 12 Pang Ngoai (hay phia Bic cia séng Gianh) va Pang Trong
(hay phia Nam cua song Gianh) ké tir ldc c6 sy tach roi va trd thanh doc 1ap cua Chda Nguyén & Phuong Nam
ra khoi sy chuyén quyén cua Chuda Trinh & Phuong Bic. Vé phuong dién van héa ngudi ta cung c6 thé thiy su
khdc biét gitra van hoa Viét cb truyén & Mién Béc véi van héa méi & Mién Nam. Sy khac biét vé van héa giita
Phuong Bic (Pang Ngoai) va Phuong Nam (Pang Trong) cho thdy c6 su bién ddi trong vin héa Viét Nam tir
Thing Long hay Ha Noi vao Sai Gon. Lang xa khong ranh gidi ciia Mién Nam gan véi xi thon ciia cic qudc gia



trong Ban Dao An Trung hon lang xi & Béc Viét. Ton gido, tin nguong & Mién Nam thu nhéan nhiéu yéu tb méi
ctia ton gido tin ngudng cua cdc x@ An Héa (Cham, Mién, Thai Lan) khdc hon t6n gido tin ngudng chiu nhiéu
anh huong Trung Hoa cua Mién Bic. Doi song kinh té, xd hoi cua nguoi Viét ¢ vung Dong Nai Cuu Long
mang tinh cach Bong Nam A nhleu hon doi séng kinh té xd hoi cta nguoi dan Bic Viét. Mbi truong sinh séng
moi va sy tiép xidc voi nhitng nén vin héa khac 1a nhimng diéu kién can yéu dwa dén nhitng bién doi d6. Trude
hét 12 méi trudng thién nhién vat 1y: dat dai, khi hau, rudng nwong, vuon tuge & diy cling mot loai voi dat dai,
khi hau, ruong nuong vuon tuge 6 Kampuchia, Thai Lan, Ma Lai, thanh ra céc loai cdy tréi giéng nhau, ky thuat
1am rudng, 1am vuon, trong ciy tréi cling glong nhau. Cudc song vat chat & nha qué do d6 ciing rat giéng nhau.
Nguoi Iuu dan Viét vao moi truong sinh song nay khong the khong linh dong thay d6i dé thich tng véi moi
truong sinh sdng moi. Mat khic ¢ trong hoan canh sinh sdng moi nay ho lai gan giii voi nhiing dan toc khac voi
nén van hoa khac ma lau dan, quen dan, ho khong the khong vay muon mot sb nét dic thit nao d6 ma ho thay
can yéu hay thich hop véi ho trong hoan canh sinh séng méi. Thanh ra tir khi Nguyén Hoang vao Thuan Héa va
cic chia Nguyén ndi tiép, xay dung nén DPang Trong thi bit ddu ¢6 mot nhanh vin héa Viét bién dang dan dan
tr& thanh mot chi nhanh van héa ¢6 phan khéc biét véi van héa co truyén & mién Bic. Sy cét dut lién hé chinh
tri gitta Dang Trong (Chia Nguyén) va Pang Ngoai (Chuaa Trinh), su phan tranh Nam Béc va chia doi lanh thd
dd 12 co hoi dé tao nén mot chi nhanh van héa moi xa dan vin héa cd truyen Dén thé ky XVII khi Ho Nguyén
chiém hét ca mién Trung va roéi mot s6 ngudi mién Trung vao khai pha mién Nam khan hoang lap 4p xay dung
nén mién Nam thi mét chi nhdnh van héa khéc nita lai thanh hinh. Chi nhénh vin héa méi nay lai cang cach biét
v6i van héa gbe & mién Bic dé dén gan van héa Péng Nam A hon.

Mot nha van héa gan day viét : Su thanh hinh cia Pang Trong 12 mot bién d6i co ban manh mé trong lich sir
Viét Nam . . . Nhitng thanh céng ciia ho Nguyén di san xuat ra mot xa hoi méi, mot nén van héa moi. Yéu tb
kinh té da d6ng vai trd quyét dinh: trong vai thap ky ngan ngti, Pang Trong d gidu hon va manh hon Mién
Bic. . . Ca hai diéu kién kinh té cua dén ching va xa hoi mo rong cua Dang Trong déu dbi nghich mot cach wu
thé véi cai goi la trung wong tap quyen clia triéu dinh nha L&. .. . Pang Trong tr¢ thanh b6 mady lich st cua bién
déi, va chuyen trong tdm cua qudc gia Viét Nam vé phuong dlen chinh tri, kinh té va ca van héa nita vao phia
Nam tir thé ky XVII cho dén ngay nguoi Phdp thiét 1ap chinh quyén d6 ho cta ho. (“The formation of Dang
Trong was a dramatic and fundamental change in Vietnamese history. . . Nguyen successes produced a new
society and a new culture. Economic factors played a decisive role: within a few short decades, Dang Trong
became richer and stronger than the north. . . Both the economic condition of the people and the comparative
openness of societ in Dang Trong contrasted favorably with the so-called “central government” of the royal Le
kingdom.. . . Dang Trong became the historical engine of change, and pulled the national Vietnamese centre of
gravity — whether sén in political, economic or even cultural terms — southwards from the seventeenth century
until the imposition of French rule.”) (An Alternative Vietnam? The Nguyen kingdom in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 3/1/1998, Tana, Li).

X4 hoi Pong Nai Ctru Long 13 x4 hoi méi caa nguoi Viét, rong rai, coi mo, giau co, tiép nhan rat nhiéu dong
bao ¢ céic Mlen khdc vao day 1ap nghiép sinh song trong céc thé ky gan day, va vé sau. Py 1a noi dat lanh chim
dau cta rat nhiéu dong bao tir Bic vao Nam, tir xua toi gio. Van hoa cua Pdng Nai Ctru Long ciing 12 vin héa
méi, bién ddi theo thoi gian va moi trudng sinh song moi, moi truong Péng Nam A Luc Pia hay Ban Dao An
Trung. Vin héa Mién Pong Nai Ctru Long ludn bién d6i va d6 1a diéu kién cua tién bo.

GS Nguyén Thanh Liém



