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AM NHAC HIEN PALI:
MOT SO PO TONG QUAT

(Bai dang hai ky)

CUNG TIEN

Né’u ¢6 mét dic tinh ndo duy nhit kha di
két hgp duge nhiing phit trién cia 4m nhac
thé gidi hdm nay, dic biét ké tif sau Thé Chién
Thd Hai, thi 46 la: tinh da dang cuc d cta né.

P4 khéng con nita nhitng qui ude thdm my
hay k¥ thuét ¢§ dinh. Pa khong con nita mjt
nén 4m nhac ddc tdn, & bt ct "phuong" nao,
Déng hay T4y, Nam hay Béc: nhac nghé thuat,
nhac din gian va nhac phd théng, ca ba chen
vai thich cénh tranh gidnh tai nghe, va téi
tién, ctia gidi tiéu thy 4m thanh. Ngay bén
trong médi phan loai d6, lai c6 khéng biét bao
nhiéu tiéu loai, khuynh hudng, trudng phéi.

Thém nita, do nhitng nhu ciu vin héa (vay
mugn l4n nhau chét liéu sing tao), do nhitng
thay @i trong hé théng hé trg kinh t& (ai nudi
s6ng nha sin xuit nhac: "edng dong”, c4 nhan
giau c6 hodc dinh ché€ cong/tu, ké ca dai hoc,
hay quan chiing tiéu thu?), va trong hé théng
hé trg truyén ba (hoc truyén khiu, theo gia
truyén, hoc nghé tit ¢4 nhan hay dinh ché gido
duc 4m nhac?), ngudi ta con thdy cé nhiing
anh hudng qua lai, trong néi dung, giita ba
phéan loai &m nhac nay. (1)

Déng gép mét phan t8i quan trong vao sy
sinh 88i ndy nd mau le ctia c4c loai &m nhac néi
trén la vai tré ctia khoa hoc ky thuat trong
viéc sidn xudt, ghi lai, v phé bién 4m thanh
khdp toan cau: céc loai nhac cu dién t, méy
tinh dién ti, 4n lodt va phat hanh nhac ban,
thau thanh, phit thanh, truyén thanh, thau
hinh, truyén hinh, dia nhya, bang tif tinh, dia
¢b dong (compact disk), vé tinh truyén théng,
v.v... V6i nhiing phdt minh ky thuit mdi nay,
4m nhac ctia moi thdi, moi chén, moi nén vin
héa, ctia moi khuynh huéng, moi trudng phéi,
déu "cong dong sinh ton."

Sau hét, sy sin xudt va phan phdi dai quy
mb theo nguyén tic canh tranh thj truong da
khién cho sin phim van héa nay trd thanh
mét mén hang hgp tii tién ciia dai da sé gidi

tiéu thy khdp thé gidi, bdt ké trinh 46 phat
trién kinh t& (Mot néng dan cdy ruéng & A
Chéu, véi dung cu thd so va stc kéo ctia loai
vat, nhung tai deo "headphone’, ling nghe
nhac tif mdy cassette Walkman, 12 mét hinh
anh quen thudec ctia hém nay).

Trong bdi cAnh dy, 4m nhac hién dai duge
séng tao nhu th& nao? Bai viét sau day, do mét
thién léch va ua thich c4 nhéan, sé chi yéu
nhém téi loai nhac nghé thuat (thudng dude
goi ném na la "nhac ¢d dién", mic du danh
xung nay chi {ng dung ding cho Thé Ky 18
Tay phudng théi), ma khéng ban gl tdi hai loai
kia -- nhac din gian va nhac phd thong -- ngoai
tri khi néi dén sy vay mugn chét liéu sing tao.

Bdi 16 Am nhac 1 nghé thuat ctia am thanh
va ky thudt vén dung va phéi hop Gm thanh
hon 1a cta "léi ca" va muu co vén dung ngén ti
(véi trung diép bao nhiéu tang 16p y-nghia-hoc
thudng khi méu thufn, lta déi, va trao trd),
bai viét nay sé chi ban dén nhiing khia canh
thuin ky thuat cia céng trinh tao thanh.
Trong khuén khd mét bai bdo ngin, né ciing sé
chi 12 mdt c& ging mé td tdng quit, so phéac
mét ban d8, va cim nhitng méc dudng don
gidn, clia 4m nhac nghé thuat ké tif sau Thé
Chién Th{ Hai.

Thé& nhung, trudc hét, vi nguyén do niao ma
¢6 Am nhac mdéi?

B&i canh am nhac:
su phan hiy cta chi 4m tinh

Trén thé gidi, tuyét dai da s6 4m nhac ta
nghe ngay hém nay, tai phong héa nhac, trong
nha thg, trén dai truyén thanh, truyén hinh,
déu 1a nhac c¢6 chi &m (tonal): du 46 1a "co
dién", dan ca, "pop", "rock”, jazz, "country”,
séng ci, séng mai; du la nhac céng sin hay tu
bén, "tién b§" hay "phan déng". Mot tridm phin
tram "tdn nhac” Viét Nam cing la nhac ¢6 chu
am. :



Chi &m tinh (tonality) 12 mét nguyén tic t3
chitc nhiing cao ¢ 4m thanh (pitches) chung
quanh mét cao d9 chii y&u, trung tim, goi la
&m chu (fonic), va dugec xay trén thang 4m
nguyén (diatonic scale) biy nét Tay phudng,
véi hai diéu trudng / thit (major [ minor). Né 1a
nguyén tic chi dao cho cich dat ciu, doan, va
phin clia bii ca, bdn @n, hay khic hoa tdu;
cho sy chuyén giong (modulation), nghia 1a
tam thdi thay th& chi am khdi dau bing mét
chli 4m khéc dé r5i lai quay trd vé né. Gis nhu,
0 Tay phuong, chii &m tinh da khéng duge quy
dinh, thi 4t da khong thé quan niém dugc
nhitng nhac thé (musical forms) quen thude
nhu nhi phén / tam phan (binary / ternary),
fiuga, rondo, chaconne, v.v.. vi nhit 15 thé
sonata. C

Hé théng chi am da chi phéi hoat déng
sang tao 4&m nhac Téy phuong trong ba trim
néim, ké tit khodng nam 1600 cho tdi dau th&
ky nay, mét thdi ky thudng duge cde sich nhac
sit goi 1a thdi ky "thinh hanh" ("common
practice"). Né @4 ting 1a nhac ngit chung cho
hang ngan nha soan nhac, khéng riéng & Tay
Phudng, véi nhiing téa kién tric nghé thuat
4m thanh d6 9, 1a niém vinh dy chung cho ci
loai ngudi: dy la nhitng dai nhac phdm cda
Bach, cia Haydn, clia Mozart, réi Beethoven,
Schubert, Schumann, Berlioz, Brahms,
Chaikovsky, Mendelssohn, Wagner... Thé
nhung, giéng nhu moi th trén i, ¢é thinh
thi t&t ¢6 suy: cho tdi cudi th& kj mudi chin, hé
théng cht 4m d4 bi y&u din va quy hén, it
nhit 14 d6i véi gidi sing tao &m nhac tién
phong, vi nhitng nguyén do sau day. (2)

S4ng tao nghé thuit dich thyc thi luén luén
muén lam méi, muén vugt ra ngoai khuén sdo
¢6 sn. Trong lanh vyc 4m nhac, di8u niy ¢6
nghia 14 1am méi giai diéu ciing nhy hoa am,
nhip tiét, cdu tridc, cdch t&u va phéi hop nhac
cu. Mudn vuon t4i tinh ddc dso, phi hop véi
chli nghia cd nhén, gidi soan nhac T4y phudng
da thuc hién cdc cudc "gidi phéng" quan trong:
gidi phéng giai diéu, gidi phéng nghich 4m, va
gidi phéng gach nhip, 14 ba trong nhing yéu té
chinh bi chli &m tinh chi phéi.

Giai diéu khéng cdn phai dude viét ra nhu
mét "nhac d8" truyén théng, véi cau xuéng cau
hoa can d6i, ma dudc quan niém theo nhidu
cich khéc nhau, ching han nhu mét tap hop
nhiing tiéu cé (cells) cao d6 Am thanh c6 lién
hé véi nhau nhu nhitng "bién khic" cfia nhau,
thay vi xu&t phdt ti mét cdu nhac d8 khdi dau
khtic nhac. -

Gidi 1am nhae va day nhac Tay phudng thoi
thinh hanh coi tinh &n dinh, tinh bén, nhy tiéu
chudn, vi tinh bit 8n, khéng bén, nhu ngoai 18.
"Thuén &m" da dugdc nhén thifc nh tinh trang
én dinh, va "nghich 4m", nhu bdt én. (3)
Nhung viao gitia th& ky mudi chin, giai doan
cuc thinh cta chii nghia Lang man, khi nhac
cht d& (program music) sinh ra nhu cau dién
dat tinh cidm "éo le", "bi d4t", hodc mé ta trang
théi bat thudng, "qudi di", @di héi nhidu mau
sic la v "tdc dung dic bidt", thi thang am
nguyén dan din nhudng ché cho thang 4m ban
cung (chromatic), va nghich 4m dugc coi ngang
v€ véi thugn Am. Ti d6 trd di, véi nhing nha
soan nhac nhu Wagner, nhu Richard Strauss,
nghich dm da khéng con bi coi la ngoai 1é nita,

=

Cung Tién -

Cung Tién (s. 1938, Ha Néi). Hoc xudng
am va ky am phdap mét minh i nhd. "Chinh
thitc" hoe nhae lj, véi Tham Odnh, tai Trung
hoc Chu Vin An ndm 1949. Trong thdi gian du
hoc tai Uc Chéu (ngénh kinh t& hoc), 1956-62,
hoc cdc lop duong edm, héa &m, déi diém, va
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sang tdc tai Am nhac vién Sydney. Trong thoi
gian du hoc tai Anh quéc (lgi nganh kinh t&
hoe), 1970-3, theo cde ldp nhac si, nhac hoc, va
nhac ly tai Dai hoc Cambridge va East Anglia,
Tac gid mot s6 bai hdt phén lon viét tix hoi &
trung va dai hoe, theo truyén théng nhaec chi
am Téy phuong. Tée phdm viét & My mdi day
siz dung chut it chét liéu A dong: lién ca khiic
Vang vang trdi vao xuén, phd muoi bai tho cila
Thanh Tam Tuyén viét trong cdé trai cdi tao,
soan cho giong hdt va duong ciam (1984-5), va
Chinh phu ngadm, t§ khilc cho din nhac nhd
(1987). Tép lién ca khic duoe gidi thiéu lan
thiz nhat vao mua Xuan 1985 tgi Washington
D.C., véi Mai Huong, Quynh Giao, va Nghiém
Phtt Phi. Té khitic duge biéu dién lan ddu tai
San Jose, CA, bdi cdc thénh vién Dan nhac

Giao hudng San Jose, Leo Eylar ITI diéu khién,
Théang Ba 1988. Bdn hoan chinh ciia tac phdm

" nay dé duoc The Minneapolis Civic Orchestra

biéu dién héi cuéi ndm 1989 tai Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Robert Bobzin diéu khién.



ma trd thanh tiéu chuin. Pay 14 bién ¢6 quyét
dinh nhit dua téi su tan ra cla hé théng chd
am.

Hau hét nhac chli 4m da duge viét theo mét
thude nhip bat bién. Gach nhip (bar line) xéc
dinh nhiing ddn vj thudc nhip, va phich manh
ludn luén ding sau gach nhip. Phach manh va
phéch y&u theo nhau trong mét chudi dai rdt
hiém khi thay @6i (trif khi cé chi ddu déng lyc
trai nguge). Sy déu din niy mang lai nhiing
diém thdi gian dude xéc dinh trude cho phép
glai diéu va hoa 4m thyc hién nhitng muc dich
cia chiing, nhu chuin bj va két thic nghich
am, d8i hoa 4m, chuyén giong, va chdm dt.
Phich y&u luén luén la d&iém ld ling, nita
chiing, chd d¢i: phdch manh luén luén 13 diém
quyét liét, tdi dich, va ngoi nghi. Cho nén, khi
ngudi soan nhac nghi ra mét quan niém mdi vé
nhip thdi gian (khéng bit bugc phai déu din
nhu con lic &ng hd, nhu nhip véng du dua,
ma o6 thé bién d3i bdt thudng nhu nhip gié
théi, séng x8, mua rdi, 14 44...), thi nhip thuée
da khéng con ddn gian nhu xua (thi du 2/4, 3/4,
4/4, 6/8), ma trd thanh phc tap hon (5/4, 7/8,
8/8 = 3+3+2/8), do 46 gach nhip khéng con
quan trong va cin thiét nhu trude. Két qua 1a
hé théng chii &m 43 m4t hin diém tya.

Mt bi&n c8 khac x3y ra tai Au Chéu trong
thé ky trude da lam lu md 4nh sing ctia mit
troi chii &m: sy xudt hién clla nhiing nén &4m
nhae ngoai truc Pde - Ao - Y, nhu céc nude
Déng Au, nhit 13 Nga, vi cdc nude A Chau.
Truyén théng nhac ddn gian ciia hg, véi nhiing
thang dm diéu thic (modal) va nhip ti&t khéc
hin thang am nguyen hay thang 4m bédn cung
va nhip tiét Tay Au, da dudc khai thée va nang
cao nhu nhitng ngon ¢d dan tdc tu chd, vi dbc
14p vén héa.

Nhac "vd chit Am"
vaa "ky thuit mudi-hai-n6t"

Trong nia phan dau thé ky nay, gidi soan
nhae T4y phudng da nghi ra dude nhidu cich
dé dao thoat "nha giam" chii 4m, nhu: diing hai
hay nhiéu chit 4m khéc nhau ettng mét lic (4);
diing cic thang 4m khae vdi thang am bay nét
(nhu thang 8m ndm, sdu, tim, chin... ngt); bé
hén cai 161 két ciu, doan, hay phan theo dién
tién "cliché" tif am 4t (dominant) vé am chi;
tao hdp 4m bang cic quing bén (thidy, C + F
+ Bb + Eb + Ab) thay vi quing ba (thi du, C +
E + G + Bb + D); tao mét cot hp &m gbm t4t
¢d 7 nét trong thang Am nguyén; v.v..

Thé nhung ddt khoat nhat khbng théa hiép
nhdt, phai ké d&n nhitng nd luc cta Arnold
Schoenberg (1874-1951) vi hai mén dé 6ng,
Alban Berg (1885-1935) vi Anton Webern
(1883-1945) (5), nhdm pha sip hdn c4i nha

glam &y, véi mot phudng phép sdng tic méi,
goi 14 "ky thuat mudi-hai-nst" (fwelve-tone
technique). (6)

Trong thoi ky "vo cht 4m" (atonality) (7)
cla dng, Schoenberg dd khai thdc dén ciing
kha ning clia thang 4m ban cung, véi mét 18]
viét khéng cho phép bat cif mét hang cao 48
(pifch class) (8) nao trong thang 4m nay lam
"¢chi" cd. R6i sau bidy niam thai nghén
(1916-23), 6ng gidi thiéu vdi th& gidi mét
phudng phap té chic 4m thanh méi ma éng
ménh danh 14 hé théng mudi-hai-nét, @& thay
thé hé théng chii 4m ¢ trong viée séng tdc 4m
nhac (9). Th& nhung éng da khéng hé quan
niém cbng trinh ndy cia minh nhu mét ndi
loan chéng lai truyén théng, ma 12 mét phuong
phip nhim muc dich két hdp lai va hé théng
héa nhiing chdt lidu tao thanh a3 dude "giai
phéng" héi dau thé ky. S& di nhac chi 4m da
ton tai gin ba trim nim, 1a vi né da tich lay
duge mét bé quy luat chit ché, giéng nhu luat
tho Dudng, tao thanh mét khung quy chidu va
mang lai cho nhac phdm mét sy mach lac cling
tinh thong nhat can thiét. Schoenberg ciing da
chi muén "di tim, néu khéng phai quy luat hay
phép tdc, it nhit cing 1a nhitng cich 16i ding
bién hé dic tinh nghich 4m clia cic hda 4m va
dién tién hda 4m nay" (10), ngdé hiu tao duge
mét khung quy chi&u va tinh théng nhat tuong
.

Céc nguyén tdc viét nhac theo hé théng
mudi-hai nét tudng déi don gidn, it nhat 13 hai
dau (11). Chdt liéu 4m thanh cha téc phdm
duge 14y ra tif mot "chudi 4m", goi 14 "chudi cin
ban". Chudi niy gém di mudi hai hang cao 44,
khéng thita khong thiéu, clia thang am bin
cung Tay phudng, xép hing ngang theo mjt
th{ ty do ngudi viét nhac td do lya chon. Thit
ty nay, mét khi d4 lua, sé ¢ dinh. P& c6 thém
chét liéu sdng tac, ngudi viét nhac con cb thé
stf dung ba chudi 4m khie, dude "phét sinh" ti
chudi cin ban néi trén, dua theo cic ki thuat
d6i diém xua kia. Nhu véy, trude khi sing téc,
nguyén liéu 4m thanh elia nha soan nhac dude
xép dat thanh bén chuédi (hay, ding hon, bén
dang thic ciia chubi cin ban), 1a: chudi Cdn
bén (C), chudi Nghich Hanh (N), chuéi Pédo
(P), va chuéi Nghich Pdo (NP) (12), (xin coi
thidu 1). '

Thi du 1. Béh dang thifc cila mét chudi 4m
(Arnold Schoenberg: Tif tdi khuic Oén day S3°4)

Dang Cdn bdn (€) e

A== Dang Nghich hanh (M)

= Dang Nghich-Bao (NE}
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Chua hét, bat e chudi &m néo néi trén cing
c6 thé cho dich giong (transposed) tdi bit ci
mét cao @6 nao khic trong thang 4m bin cung,
vi nhu vy nha soan nhac cé duge cd thay 48
chudi &m @& alt dung (4 chudi x 12 bén cung),
nhu liét ké trong ma tran ¢ Thidu 2,

Thi dy 2. Ma trdn 12 x 12 ligt ké 48 chudi dm
{Arnold Schoenberg: Ti rdii kiuic dan day 56° 4)
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Thi du 3 cho thidy mét 58 giai didu va nhac
dé dugc Schoenberg san xuat tif "kho 4m liéu"

trén, trong nhac phdm T4 tdu khiec dan day s6

4, soan nim 1936. (Hoa am va két cdu clia tip
nhac eiing dude ché tao bing nhitng chit liéu
dy.)

Thi dy 3. Arnold Schoenberg: Tif tdis kfidc dan diy 56'4 (1936)

3(a). Chudi Cin bdn, cao 89 4m thanh nguyén thiy

3(c). Chudi Ddo, dich }én quing ba thi* (hay xudng quing siu
b 4 lp ., UONE)

SE_pirr
e T e

""'” 1 s %2 7 8e w 1 =

3{d). Chudi Nghjch-Ddo, dich I&n (hay xudng) ba nguyén cung

e }J’fa‘i:f?ﬁéf%

4 56 7 4

3(¢). Chudi Cain ban, dich 1én (hay xung) ba nguyén cung
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Véi khung quy chiéu ly thuyét méi,
Schoenberg va hai mén dé cta 6ng d4 soan
nhiéu tic phdm véi nhitng cdu tric va thé loai
cd dién, nhu gl'.a.o hudng (symphony), hdp tiu
{’concerfo), t& tdu (quartet), t& khic (suite),
nhac dé vi bién khie, v.v.. -

Sau Thé& Chién Tha Hal phuong phap hé

" liét @3 thu hat duge sy chip dung cia rit

nhigu nha soan nhac trén thé gidi, tit Au, My
dén A chau (13), ké ¢ nhitng ngudi thude "thé
hé ci" nhu S’c.ravmsky The nhling, ngoai cao"
@6 am thanh, ho cdn mudn "t8 chite" luén ¢i
cde thanh t.Er'k.hé.c cita 4m nhac nhy nhip tiét
(hay trudng d6), dong luc (@6 1dn, nhd), tde 5,
am sic (timbre), &m vuc, mit d6 (density) hay
"mit dét" (texture), cich phdt &m / cdch tdu
(articulation | modes of attack), v.v... Mit khic,
tit thap ky 1960, phan tng lai loai nhae "tién
@inh" va "kiém so4t" chit ché niy, mdt khuynh
hudng khic 43 ra &di: nhac "bat dinh"
{indetermina,cy,l '

Pé 14 hai d& tai chinh cia bai nay trongsﬁ'
béo tdi.

(Con tiép mot ky)

Ghi chii:

- (1). Theo "mé thde" khao s&t xa hgi - kinh t&
hec ctia G.D. Booth va T.L. Kuhn, trong "Economic
and Transmission Factors as Essential Elements
in the Definition of Folk, Art, and Pop Music",
ding trong The Musical Quarterly, B8 74, s8 3,
1990, D ¢6 nhigu diém hdu ich, nhung, theo t6i,
18i gidi thich mét chiku, siic mii Mac-xft cia hai
ngudi nay (ha ting kinh t& quyét dinh ndi dung
ngh@ thust), di lac hdu. N6 cling s& ching 12 mét
"mé thdc" méi la d6i véi nhing ai di duge doc
cufin s&ch v ciing hdp dén va déc déo, xuét ban
chch diy gin 15 na@m, 13 Bruits: essai sur
l’économie politique de la musique, ciia Jacques
Attali. Ban dich Anh ngd cGa cufn ndy mang nhan
d&: Noise: The Political Economy of Music
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1987). .
(2) Mu@n c6 thém chi tidt va sy suy tén ciia 4m
nhac chi &m va sy thanh hinh cla &m nhac thé ky
20, xin coi loat bai cda Cung Tién, "Chét ligu va ky
thuét tao thanh mdi trong &m nhac Tay phuong
hién dai", trong Van hoc Nghé thuit, B8 mdi,
Théng Chin, Mudi, va Mudi Hai, 1985, va Théng
Musi, 1986.

(3) Trong nhac chd &m Tiy phudng, thuén &m"
(consonance) hay nghich dm (dissonance) duge
dinh nghla 12 t4p hgp hai cao dé 4m thanh (gei 12
"quing"} hay nhidu &m thanh ("hdp &m") dude
phét ra ciing mét lde va gdy ra ndi ngudi nghe mét
cdm gidc tdm ly °thudn tai" va ngdi nghi, hay
"chudng tai" vd khudy dong. Duge quy dinh 12
"thuén &m" néu céc quing l&p thanh I&: quing
dbng 8m (unisons), nim ding, tdm ding, bdn



dang, va ba trudng / thii. Con tét ca céc quang
khé&c (hai trudng / thd), bén thing, nam giang /
thang, bay, chin, mudi-mdt, mudi-ba) déu tao
thanh cac "nghich &m", Hgp &m duy nhét dude coi
1a "thu&n tai" la hdp am bbé ba (triad), 14p thanh
bdi chi 4m, quing ba, vd quéng ndm ding. Nha
soan nhac cd dién c6 quyn xai nghich &m, nhung
phai *chudn bi* n6 bing, va "k€t thac' né va, mét
thu&n &m. _

(4) Goi 14 1udng / da chit &m (bi- / polytonality).
M6t thi du don gidn cia ludng chi &m: trén dan
pianc, tay phai chai mét giai digu d khda C, ddng
thai tay trdi choi mét giai digu khac g khéa F
thang.

(5) Ba nha soan nhac nay thudng dudc goi
chung |a "Trudng phéai Vienna Thu Hai", dé phén
biat véi "Trudng phéi Vienna Thd Nhét* ngdy xua
gbm Haydn - Mozart - Beethoven - Schubert.

(6) Con gei la "phudng phép hang &m"
(tone-row method), hay "h§ théng chudi" (serial
system), hay "h# lidt" (serialism).

(7) Mét tén goi do gidi ph& binh nhac dit ra
nhung Schoenberg phan déi, cdn rét lai téi hém
nay. Riéng éng di dit t8n cho nhing tic phim
clia 8ng viét truéc Th& Chién Thd Nh4t 13 "phién
chu 4m* (pantonality), ¢6 nghia 1a ching su dyng
hoan todn ty do mudi-hai nét trong thang 4m bén
cung, khéng bj g bé theo quy luft cia nhac cha
&m véi thang 8m nguyén truy®n théng.

(8) M6t b& gBm t4t ca cic cao dd &m thanh cé

cling mét t8n goi, b&t k& &m vyc (register) hay t&n

s8 (frequency); thi dy hang cao dé A gbm 4t ca
moi nét A, chd khéng rigng chi nét A c6'440 Hz.

Nhac ¢chi &m T8y phudng ding 12 hang cao dd.

(9) Dude Schoenberg gidi thidu I5n diu nim
1941 trong "Composition with Twelve Tones (1),
in lai trong Style and Idea: Selected Writings of
Arnold Schoenberg, ban dich cia Leo Black,
Leonard Stein thu thip va di&n gidi. (New York:
Faber, 1975).

(10) Schoenberg, sdd ndi ghi chdi s8 9, tr. 226.

(11) V& nhidng phét trién sau nay cda phucng
phdp 12 nét, xin doc: Brindle, R.S., Serial
Composition, London: Oxford University Press,
1966: Leibowitz, R. Schoenberg and His School,
ban dich cia Dika Newlin (1949), New York: Da
Capo Press, 1970; Perle, G., Serial Composition
and Atonality, x.b. 1&n thd ba, Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1972; Rufer, J.,
Composition with Twelve Tones Related Only

to One Another, Humphrey Searle dich (1954),
New York: Dover Publications in lai.

(12) Prime (hay Original | Basic),
Retrograde, Inverse, Retrograde-Inverse series
(hay rows [ forms | sets).

(13) Trong thép ky vila qua, nhidu nha soan
nhac Trung quéc da phéi hdp ki thuét mudi-hai
nét véi chét lidu truygn th8ng cta ho (nhu thang
&m nam nét, din ca, hat béi, nhip tidt va 4m sdc
nhac cu Trung Quéc). Xin coi *L4 thu Trung Quéc”
ctia Zheng Ying-Lie, “The Use of Twelve-Tone
Technique in Chinese Music Composition", ding
trong The Musical Quarterly, B 74, 8 3, 1990,
tr. 473-488.
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AM NHAC HIEN DALI:
MOT SO PO TONG QUAT

(Tiép theo va hét)

CUNG TIEN

Nhac "td chitc toan dién"

Sau nhiing nim thi nghiém véi nhitng chét
liéu tao thanh mdi nhu vi quing (14), khoi am
(15), tiéng déng, v.v..., va sau khi kj thuit mudi
hai nét dude phd bién réng rai, thi &m nhac nghé
thuat Tay phudng thdi hau Thé Chién I duge
chia thinh hai déng ré rét: dong "chinh nguén,"
va dong "tién phong" (avant garde).

Thude chinh ngudn l& nhitng nha soan nhac dit
tiép tuc méd thifc sing tdc thude truyén théng chi
am thé ky 19 nhung vin ¢é nhitng déng goép quan
trong va nhitng @6i mdi & nhidu khia canh: giai
diéu, hoa Am, nhip ti&t, phdi hdp nhac cu. Pé la
nhitng nha soan nhac thudc tritdng phai "Tan Co
dién," nhu Stravinsky, Poulenc, Milhaud,
Honneger, va Bartok. O Lién X6 phai ké dén
Prokofiev va Shostakovitch; & Pide, Hindemith,
Weil; & Anh, Walton, Britten, Tippet; 6 Hoa Ky,
Copland, Sessions; v Chiu My La tinh, Chévez,
Villa-Lobos.

Thudc déng tién phong la nhitng nhac si khong
ngiing ddy manh téi clng truyén théng thi
nghiém véi ch&t liéu va kj thuét tao thanh. Ho
ciing dude chia thanh hai nhinh déi lap: mét
nhénh muén kiém soét va td chic 4m thanh toan
dién; mét nhanh muén hudng téi ty do toan dién.

Cé 1é ngudi dau tién 4p dung ki thuit chudi
vao nhitng thanh t8 khéc ngoai cao @9 am thanh,
132 Webern, trong Bién khiic cho dudng ¢am, Op.
27, hoan tit nim 1936. Trong chuyén d6ng thi
hai (kéo dai ding mét phut') cua tdc pham, ngoai
chudi 12 edp &m, Webern con sip x&p trude mot
chudi ddng luc gom 9 45 16n nhé, nhém thanh ba
t8, f-p-f | p-fp/f-p-ff Thém vio @6 1a mét chudi
phét &m (articulation) gom 12 "ngén tdu" dudng
¢am, nhu ndi am (legato), ngit Am (staccato), cc
kiéu nhdn a4m (acccents): thi du, nét nhac thit hai
clia bt ¢t dang chubi nio ciling phai chdi ngit ra
khdi ede ndt chung quanh, v.v.
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Mot trong nhitng ngudi dau tién quan niém
sdng tic &4m nhac nhu mét hoat dong khich
quan, thuan tity thude 1y tri, vd mudn kiém sot
chit ché nhac 4m, 14 Olivier Messiaen (s. 1908). Y
thife duge nhitng dic tinh riéng biét, mang tinh
cich cdu triec, cia nhac 4m (cao d9, nhip tiét,
cudng 46, Am sdc), dng cing da 13 ngudi dau tién
coi ching quan trong ngang nhau, va do 46 da
xudng viée 4p dung phuong phdp té chiic toan bd
mdt tic phdm am nhac. Bai thd ba trong tac
phdm Bén bai tdp vé nhip cla éng, viét cho duong
cam nidm 1949, di x&p thianh chudi, theo dtng
thit tuf xuAt hién, cae thanh t& néi trén diy thanh
36 cao d% (3 chudi 12 am), 25 trudng d6 (tit ndt ba
mée, tdi ndt tron mdt chdm = 3 nét trang), 7
cudng a6 (tit ppp téi ff), va 12 kiéu phat am khéc
nhau. Nhitng chudi nay, dugc sdp dat trude khi
séng tic, xdc dinh toan b ndi dung tic pham, va
¢4 bdn thanh t8 c¢6 mét tuong quan tuyét d6i cd
dinh véi nhau, Ching han, khi nao diing cao @6
thit 4 (n6t Ap, tin s8 830.61 Hz) thi bao gid né
cing phai ¢6 d5 dai bing nét mét méc (), phai
tdu ppp, va phai chdi staccato.

Téc phim nay cia Messiaen dd gdy mét dnh
hudng sau ddm 461 véi th€ hé tré soan nhac &
Phap va Dic trong thap ky 50, nhu Pierre Boulez
(s. 1925), va Karlheinz Stockhausen (s. 1928), cd
hai déu 1a hoe trd éng. Thi du 4 cho thdy &nh
hudng d6 trong tdc phdm Cdu tric I cho hai
dudng ¢im, soan nim 1952, clia Boulez.

Thi du 4. Pierre Boulez: Structures [ (1952),
soan thd hai, nhip 1-4.

S8 b 1 T oW 4
cmm £y B A v G F oo 8 A T
" 1
Tricng 54 - 3 ol_-N .\, 2 d\,j ‘i_-N -'N ‘l J “N' ‘--“
: i
' b - T T
L& o . =t - i ' : s
Culog®  af pppp T PP P 5 A me VP ST W S



Mudere, presgue vif " = | 44}
e "
—— x ety £k
1&"1'{-:'«1- — — e _w
' Wy e ! [ ! £ .
R | _ \
== S el ==
: : =
} LC ! o g o
| .
= H:ﬂlrhprnqut’"l-‘:lﬂl . %‘g AEE
a2 Y i B = 1
= okl = 3
T — -
HH_-‘FP"«:I: H be {
== E =

¥ - * X

Khuynh huéng nghiéng vé phuong phép hé liét
toan bé (integral serialism) nay da dua tdi hau
qua ]a mdt loai nhac v6 cling phic tap, cue duy 1.
Nhung diéu niy ciing chinh 13 muc tiéu ciia mét
86 nha soan nhac tién phong, bdi ho quan niém
ring 4m nhac "chli y&u 1a bt lyc, khéng thé bidu
t8 dude bat cilf cdi gi" (Stravinsky), ma chi 1a mét
cdu tric nhiing mang ludi quan hé gi¥a nhiing
thanh t§ ctia chinh né ma théi. Nghe nhac
Messiaen hay Boulez, t6i c6 cAm gidc giéng nhu
hdi nhé ghé mét chim chii ngé vio mét éng kinh
van hoa: ¢if méi [an xoay 6ng thi nhiing minh
thiy tinh méau & cudi 6ng kinh lai dén v& mét vi
tri mdi va tao thanh mét hinh ky ha méi, muén
mau sc, va luén luén bign 88i.

Messiaen clng khong coi 4&m nhac 14 mét
phudng tién dién dat clia ¢4 nhan, ma 13 mét hién
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Cung Tién

Cung Tién (s. 1938, Ha Noi). Hoc xuing
dm va ky &m phdap mét minh tir nhd. "Chinh
thize" hoc nhac lj, véi Thdm Odnh, tgi Trung
hoc Chu Van An nam 1949. Trong thoi gian du
hoc tai Uc Chau (nganh kinh t& hoc), 1956-62,
hoc cde Idp duong cém, hda &m, d&t diém, va

than "khéch quan” clia cdi My va ci Toan Hio
cia Thugng d€, dugc biéu hién trong vii tru
(Messiaen la mét tin d6 Céng gido rit mo dao).

Thé nhing, nhitng tic phdm viét theo ki thuat
nay, khi duge nghe (thay vi doc nhac ban), sé
khéng cho ta nhan thitc dugc sy sdp dit thulin Iy
cta nha soan nhac, ma lai giéng ding nhu nhing
tap hdp ky ha trong kinh van hoa téi vila néi &
trén: nghia 13 mét két tu bdt ngd, mot bién cé &m
thanh hoan toin ngiu nhién! Nhu nha soan nhac
kiém nhac su va Iy thuyét gia Robert Morgan cia
Dai hoc Yale nhén xét rit ding: "Ma thuc vay,
[nhitng quan hé gilta cdc nét nhac trong tép; Cau
trize I chia Boulez] phan 16n chinh la két qua clia
tinh e, vi mét khi nhitng so d6 khdt khe dé,
[duge x&p dit] trude khi sing tdc, dude cho téc
ddng roi, thi nha soan nhac ¢6 dude rat it sy kiém
soit déi vdi nhing gi sé thuc sy xiy ra & bat cit
mbt thdi di€m nao." [Morgan: 1991, 345].

Khéng con tin tudng vao kha ning va quyén uy
cla ly tri, mét nhém nha soan nhac khéac da c6
mét phan tng trai nguge hin: sing tdc hay bidu
dién theo ngiu hiing. Phin ting nay a4 bit ngusn
ti mot truyén théng thuin tiy My qudc: chd
nghia thyc nghiém (experimentalism),

Truyén théng nhac thuc nghiém My quéc

o,
Am nhac nghé thuit ciia My quéc trong
thé ky hai mudi, néi chung, ¢é hai truyén théng:

sdng tac tgi Am nhac vién Sydney. Trong thoi
gian du hoc tai Anh quée (lgi nganh kinh té
hoc), 1970-3, theo cdc lop nhae s, nhac hoc, va
nhac ly tai Dai hoe Cambridge va East Anglia.
Téc gid mit s6 bai hGt phan lon viét tir hoi &
trung va dai hoc, theo truyén théng nhac chit
am Tay phuong. Téc phdm viét ¢ My mdi day
sz dung chat it chdt litu A déng: lién ca khiic
Vang vang trdi vao xuin, phé mudi bai tho ciia
Thanh Tam Tuyén viét trong céc trai cdi tao,
sogn cho giong hét va diutong cém (1984-5), va
Chinh phu ngam, #§ khic cho dan nhac nhé
(1987). Tép lién ca khic duoc gidi thitu lan
thiz nhét vao mia Xubn 1985 tai Washington
D.C., véi Mai Hiuong, Quinh Giao, va Nghiém
Phit Phi. T khiic duec biéu dién lin dbu tai
San Jose, CA, bdi cac thanh vién Dén nhac
Giao hudng San Jose, Leo Eylar IIT diéu khién,
Théng Ba 1988. Bdn hoan chink ciia téc phdm
ndy dd duge The Minneapolis Civic Orchestra
biéu dién hoi cubi ndm 1989 tgi Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Robert Bobzin diéu khién.




mdt theo mé thite Au chéu, va mét 13 sin phim
béan dia. Gidi soan nhac Hoa Ky, cho téi ba chuc
nim dau thé ky ndy, d4 thudng qua Dic hodc
qua Phap hoc ngh8. Mét s& tén tudi dude coi 1a
dai dién cho nhac nghé thuit My da déu qua tay
hudn luyén clia mét nit nhac su vi nha disu
khién ngudi Phdp, Nadia Boulanger (1887-1979),
nhu: Aaron Copland (1900-1990), Roy Harris
(1898-1979), Virgil Thomson (s. 1896), Elliott
Carter (s. 1908), va Walter Piston (1894-1976).

Thé nhung, ciing véo khoang dau thé kj nay,
mét y thite &m nhac dan téc da bit dau xudt hién
tai day, va sau d6 gidi soan nhac ban dia niy din
dan xa lia mé thic Au Chau, va kién tao mét mé
thic riéng cho minh. Quan trong nhét phai ké téi
phong trao nhac thuc nghiém chii nghia, véi
nhiing dai dién chinh la Charles Ives (1874-1954),
Carl Ruggles (1876-1971), Edgar Varése
(1883-1965), Charles Seeger (1886-1979), Henry
Cowell (1897-1965), Ruth Crawford (1901-53), va
John Cage (s. 1912).

K& tit sau Th€ Chién Thit Hai gidi soan nhac
tién phong Au chau, cling nhu trén toan thé gidi,
d4 coi bd bén nay cta Dai Tay dudng mdi chinh 1a
ndi xuit phét nhidu y tudng sdng tao Am nhac
déc ddo va sinh ddng nhat. Va cing ké tit d6, cho
téi hém nay, hau nhu bat ¢t mét "triét 1" am
nhac nao, mét ky thuit tao thanh nao, hay mét
16i ky am (notation) mdi mé nio ciia d5i ngii soan
nhac gia tién tién quéc t€ cling déu mang it nhigu
"tiéng vong" tif My quéec. (16).

Trén binh dién thuan ky thuat, cie nhac si My
néi trén da 1a nhing nguéi déu tién dua vao sing
tao 4&m nhac, hodc hé théng héa, hoic gdi y,
nhiing quan niém hoan toin xa la vdi truyén
théng séng téc thudc thdi thinh hanh, nhu: chiim
am (17), tiéng déng; stf dung céc nhac cu méi hay
"khéng quy udc" (nhu dién ti, va rdt nhitu nhac
cu bdn thanh [idiophones] @1 loai, tit nhiéu xudt
x{t) cing nhu st dyng nhac cu quy udc theo
nhitng "ngén tdu" bit thudng; phin tan cde nhac
cu tdi cac vi tri khdc nhau dé tao nhiing tic dung
vé khodng céch hay khéng gian; thay vi l&y chi
4m tfnh 1am nén cho nhac thé, thi diing todn hoc
hay ly s8 (numerology); van van.

Ciing tai My quéc, héi dau thap ky 50, trong
khi edc nha soan nhac nhu Milton Babbit (s.
1916) ¢ ging khai trién thém vi phé bién
phudng phép t3 chic toan bg, thi c6 mot nhém
nhae si khéc, quy tu chung quanh John Cage, ldy
mét thai d¢ khac hin véi truyén théng duy ly Tay
Au: d6 13 am nhac vé muc dich, vé ¥ dinh, khién
14n tdi mdt 18i sdng téc tu do, bat dinh.

John Cage va nhac bit dinh
T."a't nhién, sing tic va nhit 1a biéu dién
nhac theo 16i khéng dinh trude, "ngay tai chd,"
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theo kifu ‘"tiy hing" (improvisation,
extemporization) ching hé 1a mét quan niém méi
la trong lich st &m nhac lodi ngudi. Am nhae theo
truyén théng truyén khdu & Au, A, Phi... thong
thudng duge "sing tic" theo mdt mé thic giai
diéu hay nhip ti€t sdn c6 nio d6, da hoc thudc
long, va khi biéu dién lai duge nghé nhan ti

httng "bidn ché" thém. Riéng ving Dong Nam A‘:
biéu dién tiy hing 13 mét nghé thuat dude vé
cung trdn quy: 8 Java va Bali cdc d4i nhac
gamelan thudng gom nhitng danh ¢am "tr§ ngén"
khéc hin véi mé thic cé sin; & Viét Nam, nghé
nhdn ddn hay hit theo phong cich "di am"
(heterophony) vb cling dde ddo.

Nhac nghé thuat Tay Au tif ba trim n#m nay,
dit dude ghi xudng gidy véi mét hé théng ky 4m
tudng dsi chinh x4c va phife tap, va dude truyén
ba bdng nhac ban, ciing da dinh mét vai trd quan
trong cho phong c4ch biéu dién tiy hing: ching
han hit luyén ldy (melismatic) nhitng khtc binh
ca thdi trung c8; bién ché giai diéu va t6 diém hoa
am trong cac thé ky 14, 15 va 16; Bach, Handel,
Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Liszt, Frank...
da titng litng danh mét thdi vé tai bidu didn ngiu
hing organo hay dudng cam; thé loai cadenza
trong nhitng khic hop t&u (concerti) thai C8 dién
va Lang man cho phép danh cim tré tii trf thitc
va ky xdo ciia minh; v.v.

Thé& nhung nhac hién dai tit sau Thé& Chién
Thit Hai di coi sidng tac hay biéu dién 4m nhac
theo kiéu tiiy hiing, ngAu nhién, nhu mét théi d5
triét 1y, hon 1a mét phat biéu nghé thuat am
thanh. T triét hoc dén t4t cd cdc b moén nghé
thudt, thi, vin, nhac, hoa, mét s ngudi lam nghé
thuat da hé nghi céi truyén théng lj tri, cai y
tudng vé "Tién By," clia Thé ky 18 Tay phudng,
khi nhin thdy nhiing hé qui dim mau cla né
dude phoi bay trong nhitng cudc cich mang kiéu
Jacobin va Bén-sé-vich, nhiing 15 sit sinh
Phét-xit, va nhiing trai tdp trung "cai tao," "hoc
tap" Céng sin. Do d6, khéng mudn cho tri tué
quan tri tu tudng, van dung ngon tl, chi huy
hinh dnh va mau sde, t3 chifc &m thanh va 4m
sdc, ho di phé méc cho tinh ¢, cho may ri.
Thém nifa, € séng hda déng véi thién nhién, véi
vii tru, ho con ty gat cdi bdn ngad clia minh ra
ngodi I¢ lich s,

Hién tugng nhac bit dinh hién dai xuit hién
trong thap ky 1950 tai Hoa Ky, duy nhat dudi
anh hudng ciia mdt nha soan nhae: John Cage.
Sinh trudng tai Los Angeles, éng da theo hoc cde
ldp 1y thuyét va sang tac vdi Adolph Weiss (ngudi
My dau tién hoc phutdng phip sang tde 12 4m) tai
New York, dy cde 16p vé &m nhac ngoai truyén
théng Tay phuong, nhac dan gian, va nhac hién
dai vi Cowell, va hoc @51 diém vdi Schoenberg.

Pidc tinh ndi bat nhit trong nhac cia Cage
trong thoi gian dau dénh ddu sy xa roi khéi



truyén théng Tay phudng, 1 hiu hét cde tdc
phdm cta 6ng déu da chi viét cho cdc nhac cu gdb
ma théi. (18) Cing trong thai ky nay Cage gidi
thidu mét "ph4at minh" méi: 'bién dudng cam
thanh mét nhac cy go, vdi nhidu am sic la tai
khéic nhau, bing cich cim xen ké vao gilta cdc
day din nay cic vat dung nhu danh, bu-loong,
thia sit, cuc gém cao-su, v.v.,, va dng dit tén la
"dudng cim cé sia soan" ("prepared piano").
Ngodi ra, 6ng cdn st dung rit nhidu "nhac cy"
khée thudng nita. Ching han, trong Kién tao thi
nhét (béing kim khi), ong da cho 6 nhac cong t&u
cic nhac cu gé 1am bing kim khi nhu cdc loai
chudng, k& ca chuéng ("nhac") deo cd bd va ¢b
ngya kéo xe trugt tuyét (sleighbells), hop may
thing xe hoi (brake drums), chiéng trong chia
Nhat, chiim choe (cymbals) Thé nhi ky, mé nude
(water gourds/drums), va cong. (19)

Cuéi thap ky 40, Cage rit say mé triét hoc A
Déng: 6ng theo hoc Thién véi Thién su T. Suzuki
tai Pai hoc Columbia, va hoc cich béi Dich khi
duge doc cudn Kinh Dich, dao &y mdi dude dich
sang Anh ngit. Chinh dnh hudng cha Thién va
ctia Kinh Dich @3 dan éng tdi 161 soan nhac theo
may rui.

Nhac bit dinh dude thé hién bing ba cich: bat
dinh v phia ngudi sing tdc, bat dinh vé phia
ngudi biéu dién, hode ¢ hai.

Mot sdng tde ¢é tinh bdt dinkh khi ngudi sing
tac khong heé dinh truée hodc bist trude tie phdm
minh mét khi viét xong s& nhu thé ndo. Thi du
ndi tigng nhit c6 1é 1a tap Nhac bién dich (Music
of Changes) Cage viét nam 1951 cho ducng cam.
T4t ca moi thanh t& céu trac clia tdc phdm -- cao
&6, trudng a6, cudng dé, téc 46, mét dd, va yén
lang - déu dude xac dinh béi két qua x4p/ngita,
chin/lé ctia ba dong tién gieo 1am siu [an, va bdi
phudng vi clia 64 qué trong Kinh Dich. Trong
thdi gian niy Cage quan niém ring 4m nhac dich
thuc 14 loai nhac vé muc dich. Muén sing tdc
nhae vé muc dich, ta phai tuyét d6i khéng dude
can thiép vao dién trinh sing tdc, va € mac cho
am thanh ty ching phat hién. (20)

Séng tac bat dinh tot ciing cha Cage mang tén
4°33", "soan" nim 1952 "cho bat cd nhac cu nao
hodic phéi hgp nhac cu nio," ¢é thé "chei" bt ctt &
d4u, phong hda nhac hay phdng tim. Tde phdm
¢6 ba "chuyén @ong": I, 1au mét phit bén muoi
giay; 11, hai phat hai mudi ba gidy; va III, ba mudi
gidy. Téng cdng thdi gian trinh dién t6i da la bén
phtt ba muci ba gidy, nhu tén cla tdc phim.
Diéu kién duy nhit: cdc nhac cu phai hoan toan
ling im trong sudt thai gian biéu dién.

Tac phdm vita néi minh hoa mét quan niém
ciia Cage: ring khéng riéng gi am thanh da dude
ghi xudng gify, ma bat cit hanh déng nio cta con
ngudi tao thanh 4m thanh elng 14 &m nhac. g
day nhac da ghi xuéng gidy (trong nhac ban, Cage
ghi "Tacet", theo quy udc ky 4m cé nghia 12 "hay

yén ling," "nghi chdi") 1a nhac ¢é ¥ dinh, dt d6 chi
la yén ling, va "nhac’ tinh c&, khéng ghi xudng
gidy (tiéng cudi, néi, ho, gid trang tdp chudng
trinh, ¥é dich chan, v.v., ctia khan gid) chinh 14
nhac bt dinh vay. (21)

Goi 12 nhac bét dink vé phia ngudi biéu dién
néu tic phAm duge soan ra theo mot ciu tric va
nhac thé nhit dinh nhung lte biéu dién lai khéng
thé doén duge trude két qua ra sao, vi da phé mie
hodc cho tu do clia nhac cong, hodc cho may rii.
T4c phdm Bao gic, viét 1975, xudt ban 1990, cta
Nguyn Thién Dao 13 mét thi du. Téc phdm, soan
cho hai dudng ¢im va hai nhac cdng nhac cu go
(choi 28 nhac cyu da, kim khi, g, v2 linh tinh), a&
nhac céng dudng cam tu ¥ chon nhiing ndt nhac
bao gom trong chiim am (phét thanh bing nim
d%m, hoic khiiyu tay, hodc cdnh tay trudc); 4m
vyc trén d3n cing chi cho biét dai khi 13 "tram"
hodc "cao," ma khong xic dinh viing cao 46 rd rét.
Nhac ban duge "k 4m" trén mét tap gidy cé ké 6
vuéng; thdi gian duge do bing méi cft c6 chidu
dai x4c dinh 1a 10 gidy; nhac cong dudng cam con
gt dung ci mét loai "vé" trdn nhd, goi la superball
stick, dé cha xit day bén trong dan, ciing & céc
am wc dai khdi néi trén.

Mot thi du khéc: Duong cém khic XI, s6 7 soan
nim 1957 cha Stockhausen. Nhac ban dude in
trén mét cudn gidy dai 16i mot mét, ring nita mét,
vi gom 19 "bién c5" (doan, hay nhém), cé thé choi
theo bt cit thi tu nlo, vdi bit cif mét trong 6
cudng d6, 6 toc 39, va 6 ngdn tdu nao thy §. Cac
Bién khic I, II, III va IV ctia Cage soan trong cac
nam 1958-1963, "cho bét cit bao nhiéu nhac edng,
bét cit bao nhiéu phuong tién phdt am nao." Mot
thi du chét: tde phdm 0’0" cia Cage (1962) do
chinh 8ng biéu dién gom c6 nhilng déng tc cit
thai cdc loai rau d§ ching vao mét may xay dién,
£8i rét nude rau vao ly va udng. Am thanh do cée
ddéng téc nay tao ra duge truyén di khip phong
hoa nhac bing may khuéch am.

Nhae bt dinh cho cd hai phia, séng tdc va biéu
dién, thudng khéng cé "nhac ban" theo nghia
théng thudng ta hiéu, va khi biu dién thi khong
ai doan dude trudc né sé ra sao. Tac phdm Ndng
luong téa tron I (Radial Energy I) cha John
Mizelle 13 mét thi du cdc doan nhdt (xin coi Thi
du 5).

Tap nhac nay (soan ndm 1980) danh mét tu do
réng rii nhat cho (1) phuong tién tao thanh, (2)
s8 nhac cong tham dy, (3) noi trinh dién, va (4)
chch gidi dodn (néu muén). Thoi gian biéu dién
tron ven tac phdm cb thé kéo dai trén 382 nim,
ké ca nhiing doan "tacet," "nghi chdi" (kéo dai lde
thi 6, lac thi 7, réi 12, 15, 17, 18, 17, 15, 12, 9, 7,
va 6 nam). Dia diém biéu dién cing ¢6 thé mé
réng ra, nhu Mizelle ¢6 ghi ré trong nhac béan,
"t nhiing hanh tinh khac, nhing thién ha khic,
v.v. Chitng ndo moi thdi gian va khéng gian déu
da bién thanh 4m thanh, thi tadc phidm (va Vi
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Thi dy 5. John Mizells, Radia! Enerpy § (1880)

tru) chdm ddt." [theo Cope: 1984, 280-181].

Nhitng khuynh huéng gan day:
' Nhac t6i thiéu va nhac chéi Am méi

Ti‘:th{apkﬁﬁﬂt&inay«m@tthﬁiky}dﬂdc
ménh danh 13 "hau hién dai" hay "hau hé Lét" -
am nhac thé gidi ¢6 khuynh huéng bét cdp tién
hon, va mudn quay trd vé véi don gian, véi truyen
théng. Thém nita, giéi soan nhac gia tré, téi nim
1960, da khéng con coi phuong phdp hé liét hay
bdt dinh nhat thi€t phai 13 hai phong céch séng
tdc duy nhat: chiing chi 1 hai théi cyc cha mot
linh vifc réng 1dn hau nhy bit tan nhitng chon
lya vé phong cich ciing nhu kj thuét sing téc.

Kho chét liéu tao thanh hém nay lai con dude
chit thém nhiing tii nguyén vé cling phong pht
cla cdc nén van héa khic trén thé gidi, nhat 12 &
A chau, va ctia céc thé logi nhac dan gian phd
théng, nhat 13 jazz va rock.

Du ring dan chii 12 mét quan niém chinh tri
khéng c6 chd ding trong nghé thuit, nhung ta
phdi cong nhén sy thuc khich quan nay: nhac
tién phong cang phic tap, khit khe chitng nio vé
ciu tric, vé ki thudt td chiic 4m thanh, thi gii
thuéng ngoan &m nhac cing thua bdt thém
chitng 4y. Riéng d6i véi nhac bat dinh cuc doan,
thi ta 44 biét rang né 13 mét phat biéu triét hoc,
vé nhéan sinh quan va vii tru quan, hon 13 mét
nghé thuit 4&m thanh.

Cho nén, mudn cho théng diép cia minh gii
dén giéi thudng ngoan tryc tiép hon, don gidn
hon, gidi soan nhac hém nay dang di tim lai
nhiing vé quyén ri xua kia clia chd 4m tinh, ciia
thuin am, nghia 13 tim lai truyén théng. Anh
hudng cta tu tudng va trist hoc Péng phudng,
nhit 14 Phat gido, cling déng mét vai tré khong
nhé vao sy phat trién clia am nhac nghé thuat
hién dai ké ti nhitng nam 1960. Tay phuong da
biét thudng thitc ci vé mém mai, cdi t&€ nhi cla
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Déng phudng. Pa khdm phéd thdy ring Déng
phuong trong y hon 15i, trong tinh hon déng,
trong trim tu hon hanh déng.

Tét ci nhiing yéu t8 néi trén day da déng gbp
cho sy ra d5i mét trudng phéi méi: chi nghia tai
thiéu (minimalism). Gidng nhu trong héi hoa t&i
thi€u, nhac t&i thiéu chd truong don gidn héa néi
dung nghé thuat t&i da. Du chat lidu sif dung rit
it, nhung thdi gian biéu dién lai rdt ldu. Dién
hinh, mét tdc phdm nhac t6i thiéu gom mot s&
nhé mé thde giai diéu (melodic patierns) dude lip
di 1ap lai rdt nhidu [an, khéng thay 48i, hay thay
@i rat it, rdt tiém tién. Hoa am don s¢ khéng
kém: hodc chi 13 hdp 4m bé ba don thuan, hodc
cdc hdp &m bay, va nhiing mé hinh chung cho
nhac chll 4m truyén théng. Nhip tiét néi chung
kha hoat d6ng, nhung khéng phiic tap (nhip chéo
hau nhu hoan toan ving mait), luén luén nhan &
phiach manh, nghe nhu nhac rock. Vi chi diing
nhitng chit liéu cd ban nhat, vi duge lip di lap lai
trong nhiing khodng th&i gian that lau, va vi
khéng thay ddi nhigu va nhanh, cho nén nhac t8i
thidu tao mdt tdc dung nhu thdi mién d8i vai
ngudi nghe. Ngudi nghe ldu cé thé lam vao mét
trang thii giéng nhu hén mé, nhu ngudsi nhéap
dinh, tudng ty nhu tic dung clia nhitng tiéng ciau
kinh trong mét chiia Phét gido & Ty tang.

Céc dai dién chinh ctia khuynh huéng nay gém
La Monte Young (s. 1935), Terry Riley (a. 1935),
Steve Reich (s. 1936), va Philip Glass (s. 1937).
Thi dy 6 cho thidy mét trich doan ctia tac phdm
Nhac quang ndm do Glass viét nam 1969. C3 téc
phim chi 14 mét déng nhac hai bé ndm céch nhau
mét quing nim ding tif dau dén cudi, duge ciu
tao bang cdch cdng thém tiing nét vao td métip
dau tién. Ching han métip ba-nét trd thinh bén,
roi nim, v.v., nhung méi lAn métip nguyén thiy
vin dude lap lai. -

Thi du 6. Philip Glass: Music in Fifths (1969),
trich Boan.
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Philip Glass hién nay lad mét nha soan nhac
dude ci gidi thudng ngoan nhac rock, pop, 14n
nhac "¢8 dién" him mé. Nhac kich Einstein trén
béi bién cta 6ng viét ndm 1976 14 mét tic phdm
hodn toan c¢é chii 4m, vi dude @én nhan néng
nhiét khéng nhitng & day ma con & Au chau va
Nhat bén.



Nhu thé& nhac chi 4m lai dang dude phuc hdi
hay sao? Nhu ta biét, tride thap ky 60, gidi soan
nhac &3 tim moi cdch &€ tranh xa nhiing quy udc
tao thanh truyén théng, nhat 1a nhitng 16i dién
tién hda 4m c6 chifc ning. Néu c6 diing chli 4m
tinh, thi ho da dliing nhu dé nhdi lai, theo phong
cach "trich din," nhung vin trong cai khung quy
chiéu hién dai. Nhung tif ba chuc nim trd lai day,
ngudi ta da c6 § sing tdc theo cic phong cdch
thuée thdi thinh hanh: =@ dung thang 4m
nguyén, hgp 4m bd ba, ma khong dé6 mét, nhu
trudng phai t6i thiu chd nghia d3 lam. Ho con
trich diin céc nhac jazz, rock, pop trong tic phim
ciia ho, nghia 1 trd vé vdi chu &m tinh.

Phong trao phuc hsi chii &m miy nim gin day
da lan réng tit Hoa Ky sang Au Chau. Thé hé
ngodi nim muci hay sdu mudi nhu Krzysztof
Penderecki (s. 1933) va Hans Werner Henze (s.
1928), sau khi da chi sing tdc nhac vd/phi chii 4m
ma théi, nay ciing @4 huéng vé phia chil 4m tinh.
Cdn céc thé hé ba mudi, bén mudi nhu John
Adams (s. 1947) & My, Robin Holloway (s. 1943) &
Anh, hofe Wolfgang Rihm (s. 1952) & Dic, vi
trudng thanh ddng Kic nhac hé liét dang bé téc,
nén di khéng cé mic cdm ndo hét khi diing céi
ngén ngl truyén thong dé. Nhac cia ho déi lai
nhilng tiéng vang cda thé ky 19, nhu giai diéu
dude vé bing nhitng nét manh, lén, cich phdi hgp
nhac cu sic s6, mit dét phong phi, va manh bao
dién dat tinh ¢Am ¢4 nhan.

Nhiing nha soan nhac "tin ling man" nay hién
nay duge gidi thudng ngoan han hoan dén ming
nhu nhiing ngudi than yéu sau bao nhiéu nim xa
ving. V& nhac kich Nixon qua Trung quéc clia
John Adams soan nim 1987 da 14 mét tdc phdm
cht 4m thanh céng ryc rd: ngay trong nim dau
da dudc dung ba I4n, va Jin nao rap hit ciing
khéng con chd ngéi.

Roseville, Minnesota,
16 Théng Bdy, 1991

Ghi chi:

14. Microintervals hay microtones: nhing quéng
nhéd hdn mdt ban cung, nhu quéng 1/4, 1/6 cung, vv.

15. Mét tdp hgp nhigu &m thanh o6 céc cao dd tiép
cén nhau, dudc phéat ra cung mt lac. Thi dy m&t dan
vi c8m 18 ngudi chdi ciing mét lic 18 nét khéc
nhau, nét ng cdch ndt kia 1/2 cung, tao thinh mat
kh8i am r6ng 18 ban cung k& tII &m th&p nh4t tdi am
cao nhdt. (Cing xin coi "chim &m," tone cluster, d
ghi chd 17.)

16. V@ phong trdo nhac thyc nghiém Hoa Ky, xin
doc cufin séch xuft ban mdi ddy cda David Nicholls:
American Experimental Music, 1890-1940 (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1990).

17. Tone clusters, thuat ngd do Henry Cowell dit
ra (19127?), tuong ty nhu khdi &m (coi cha thich 15).
Trén dan piano, chim &m dugc tao ra bing cach Iy

ban tay, nim ddm, khuyu tay, hofic cd cénh tay
trude, chdi nhiBu phim dan cting mét Idc.

18. Nhu Tam #du cho ba nhac céng nhac cy gé
(1936), Kién tao thiz nhdt (bdng kim khi), Kién
tgo thiz hai, Kiéh tao thiz ba (1939, 1940, va 1941)
soan cho td 4 dén 6 nhac céng n.c.g.

19. Muén nhén dién va cé ¥ niém vB &m thanh
cing nhd céch sd dung céc nhac cy g6 ndy, xin coi
Andrew Stiller, Handbook of Instrumentation,
Berkeley & Los Angeles: University of California
Press, 1985, Ch. VII.

20. Chju &nh hudng n#ng cua ci Thign 14n phép
béi todn Dich, Cage cho ring nha soan nhac phai "t
bé céi duc vong | chi huy &m thanh, phai gbt rda trf
éc minh cho sach hét nhac, va phai bdt diu di tim
cach nao ding cho &m thanh sfng cudc ddi rigng
cla ching thay vi Iam vét chuyén chd cho nhing Iy
thuyét hoic phat bidu cda con ngudi v& finh cim con
ngudi." (Trong "Experimental Music," in lai trong
Silence: Lectures and Writings. Middletown,
Connecticut: Wesleyan University Press, 1973.)

21, 4°33" dugc "choi® Iin diu tdi Woodstock, New
York, vao thang T4m ndm 1952, bdi nhac si dudng
cam David Tudor. Trong dip ndy, Tudor budc ra sén
khdu, tay cim m&t ddng h® bdm gid (stopwatch),
tién va phia piano, ddy ndp dan xufing, va ddng yén
ling trong sufit thdi gian dé, nhung khéng quén
chinh lai d&ng h8 sau méi "chuyén déng."
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