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Vinh Dien

This bilingual music book contains 40 selected English &
Vietnamese songs by Vinh Dien, one of the most prolific
songwriters of Vietnam. He had created about a thousand songs
in his passionate 60-year journey in the world of music.
Several songs were composed from poems by his poet friends.
Some songs, such as Vét Thuong S6i D4 (Wounds of the Heart)
and To6i Chi Mudn Lam Ngudi (I Just Want To Be Human) are
very well-known and have been performed onstage by many
famous singers in the last 50 years. Vinh Dien’s songs cover

a wide range of themes including love, war, religion, exile,
homeland, dreams, self, passion, human sorrow, and life.

For each song, there’s a music video on YouTube. The links to
access them are included in the book.
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PREFACE

Among the Vietnamese musicians of the last two centuries, Vinh Dien is probably the
most prolific songwriter that | know. Over the span of six decades, he had composed
about a thousand songs. The songs include his own lyrics and lyrics from poems by his
friends. They cover a wide spectrum of themes including love, homeland, religion, war,
patriotism, exile, self, passion, human sorrows, and life. He had also written a few epic
songs. One of them is the spectacular song composed from the poem “Prayer Oration

for Departed Souls”.by Nguyen Du. You can visit his music villa at www.vinhdien.net.

Trong nhiing nhac si Viét Nam trong vong hai tram nam qua, Vinh Dién ¢ 1€ la ngwoi
nhac si cé nang luc sang tac hung hau nhat ma t6i dwoc biét. Qua sau thap nién, C)ng
sang tac khoang ngan ban nhac. Dong nhac ctia Vinh Dién bao gom nhiéu chu dé: qué
hwong, tinh yéu, tu day, ton gidao, chién tranh, long ai qudc, cudc doi, sy chét, nhéan sinh.
Ong ciing c6 lam it nhiéu trieong ca rat dai bao gom mot kiét tac phd bai “Van Té Thap
Loai Chung Sinh” cta thi hao Nguyén Du. Moi vao tham biét thy am nhac ctia Nhac Si

Vinh Dién tai www.vinhdien.net.

One thing that makes him really shine from his peers is his ability to compose music for
poems that are written in English. The music notes fit the lyrics so well and were sung so
beautifully such that it had been said, “It seems like the musician wrote the lyrics

himself.”

Mot diéu ma lam nhac si Vinh Dién n6i bat la kha nang ph6 nhac tir tho tiéng Anh.
Nhiing nét nhac phoi hgp véi 10i nhac qua hoan hao, va ca sihat 1én nghe rat tuyét voi.

Nén c6 mdt nha tho khen réang: giong nhuw 1a chinh nhac si viét 16i nhac vay.
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Vinh Dien can compose a song from a poem with great ease, whether it's written in
English or Vietnamese. | had witnessed his ability to do this within a few hours. The
melodies of these songs are well polished and ready for sending to a music studio for

creating musical arrangements and for singing.

Nhac si Vinh Dién phd tho rat dé dang du bai tho la tiéng Viét hay tiéng Anh. Toi da
thady mot ban nhac hoan tat trong vong hai, ba tiéng dong ho. Giai diéu nhitng ban nhac

nay rat hay va san sang dé gtri di cho hoa am va cho hat.

This bilingual music book pays tribute to Vinh Dien for his contributions to Vietnamese
music and literature, to his patriotism and compassion, as made manifest in his songs.
I hope that this bilingual song book will also help in making Vietnamese music more
widely known to the Western world.

Quyén sach nay la mén qua nho nho kinh téng Nhac Si Vinh Dién cho sy dong gop cta
Ong trong lanh vic 4m nhac va van chuong, cho tdm long yéu qué huong va nhan loai
qua dong nhac chan chita tinh nguoi. Nhitng ban nhac trong sach 1a do t6i tuyén chon,
gom nhitng ban nhac da dich cho cac thi httu ma t6i quen va mot s6 bai toi biét NS VD
tam dac. Hy vong tap nhac song ngit nay c6 thé tro gitip phd bién dong nhac tuyét voi

ctia Ong va ctia nguoi Viét ndi chung, cho thé giéi Tay phrrong duoc thuong thc .

Vuong Thanh

Author of the bilingual book A Garden of Vietnamese Lyrics & Verse, Volume 1,
Khu Vwon Tho Nhac Viét Nam
printed and distributed by Amazon
Hong Thanh, October 1, 2020
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Vinh Dien - Letter to Vuong Thanh and Friends

Thua nha tho va dich gia Vuong Thanh va cac Thi, Nhac Hity,

That [a ngac nhién khi Vuong Thanh thong bao va liét ké 40 ca khuc Vinh Bién (Nhac va
I3i, phé tho Viét va Anh cua cac nha tha..), ma Vuong Thanh da chon va du tru sé xuat

ban trong thdi gian tdi.

It was a surprise when Vuong Thanh announce and list the 40 songs by Vinh Dien (Music
and lyrics, including musical compositions from English and Vietnamese poems..) that

Vuong Thanh had selected and planned to publish in the near future.

L3i trudc tién la cdm on nha thd VTh vé moén qua rat quy gia ma VD chua bao giG céy
nghi sé nhan dudc tu khi viét nhac tdi gid... Trong dé cho biét sé cé bai viét ciia mot s6
van nghé si than hitu...Va dac biét da c6 bai thd cam nhan cua nha tho Tué Nga, da danh
cho VD trudc tién... VO cung cam déng va chan thanh cdm on N{ si Tué Nga vé long uu

ai nay.

Firstly, | would like to say thanks to the poet Vuong Thanh for this very precious gift that
| thought | would not receive since | had started to write music. | was informed that there
would be some essays about my music from friends in the music and poetry circles. And
especially a poem about my music from the poet Tue Nga, who had been the first to
write about my music for this book. I'm very touched and want to sincerely thanks Poet

Tué Nga for this special regards.
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Xin cdm on trudc nhirng van nghé si dy tru sé viét bai cdm nhan cho VD vdi I3 tri an
chan thanh. Chi xin dugc gui 1Gi gép y nho Ia. bai viét sé ngan gon, tranh nhitng séo
ng(... Xin dugc nhan 15i xdy dung vé nhitng diém kém con tén tai sau hon 60 nam dam

meé vdi am nhac ctia VD...

| would like to sincerely thanks all the music and poet friends who intend to write
“thoughts and feelings” on Vinh Dien and his music. Just want to make a little
suggestion that the writing should be brief, without flowery words. Constructive
criticisms about my weaknesses in music after 60 years of passion with music are

welcome.

L3i cu6i trong thu nay la : VD viét nhac vi long dam mé. Khong cau mong mot sy dén
dap hodc an hué nao tir cudc ddi. Do do rat ngac nhién va cdm thay co6 chdt tu hao vé
thanh qua lam viéc am tham cGa minh, dén hom nay da cé sy phan héi tich cuc, cung
v@i sy uu ai tU nhirng ngudi nghe nhac. Xin cdm dn nha thd Vuong Thanh va cac than

h{tu mot [an nita.

The last things | would like to say in this letter is: | write music because of my passion for
music. | don't expect any payments or favors from Life. Thus, | was very surprised and
feel a little proud about the achievements of my silent work in music and today, there’s a
great response with this book, together with the warm affection and regards from the

music lovers. Thank you, Vuong Thanh and Friends.
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V@i long chan thanh va tran trong nhat cua minh, VD xin biét on n{f sT Tué Nga va tat ca

cac ban va cac van nghé si c6 dong gdp trong tuyén tap nay cua tac gia Vuong Thanh.

With the utmost sincerity and respect, | would like to acknowledge my thanks to Poet
Tué Nga and all the poets and friends who have contributed to this book by the author
Vuong Thanh.

Vinh Dién
October 3, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Tué Nga - Nguén Nhac Nhiém Mau (Source of
Wondrous Music)

A wondrous stvean of music in the aiv floating.

of Vuman Compassion and Love.

From the “Eastewn wadd comes inspiring songs.

Making lile pragrant and vibrant with music of gold.
Suddenly, D feel a little sad and unsetiled

‘cause of the cwvient happenings in the woild.

D listen ta the singing of prayev lyiics fov World Peace:
W Ghe sawwce of essence of wondedul music!

Chank yow fov youwv beawtiful melodizing of the verses.
A treaswuy of music to make Life lragrant with flowers.

Vi
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“Chenk thang giai diew Dang Phuang

Mt trai bat ngdt tham phuong ... Vhae Vang !
Goi Hon Van Vde, WBink An Dia Ciw
Cuting Ca Dan Cée Cuyst V...

Kho Gang Am Nhae | Bién Doi Thing Voa ...

Tué Nga
Oregon, 10/1/2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)

vii
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Phan Anh Diing - Vai Loi Cam Nhan Vé Nhac Si
Vinh Dién

English Title: Some Thoughts & Feelings about Musician Vinh Dien

Phan Anh Diing & Vinh Dién

Vai hém trudc t6i cd nhan dugc email cda nha tha Vuong Thanh cho biét anh sap ra mat
quyén " 32 Ca Khiic Chon Loc cla nhac si Vinh Dién (32 Selected Songs of Vinh Dien).
Vuang Thanh kém theo email ban thao pdf va dé nghi téi viét vai IGi cdm nhan vé dong
nhac clia nhac si Vinh Dién (VD). Tuy da gidi thiéu mot s6 ca khic cda anh trén tap chi

hay website Cé Thom tU nhiéu nam nhung day la co hoi dau tién toi viét vé anh.

viii
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A few days ago, | received an email from Vuong Thanh, letting me know that he will be
releasing a music book titled “32 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien”. The email included a
pdf book in draft and he suggested that | write a few lines of thoughts and feelings
about Vinh Dien’s music. Although | had introduced a few songs of Vinh Dien on the

magazine "Co Tham” several years ago, this my first chance to write about the musician.

Anh VD quen nhiéu gidi van thi nghé si vung Bong Bac Hoa Ky nén thudng dugdc mai
dén tham dy cac budi hop mat cé tinh cach van nghé ving Hoa Thinh Bén. Tinh tinh

anh diém dam, dé mén, than thién, véi mai téc tha du dai tréng rat la nghé si.

Vinh Dien is friend with many people in the eastern part of the United States, so he was
often invited to attend music-and-poetry-and-arts parties in the areas around
Washington DC. His nature is calm, and he’s friendly with his hair let long enough,

giving him an artist look.

Anh phai I3 ngudi yéu quy van ths va tinh cdm chan tinh nén san long phé nhac cho
nhiéu nha tho khap noi nhu: Luan Hoan, Thai T4 Hap, Tué Nga, Thanh Tri, Vuong Thanh,
Tran Trung Dao, Trudng Dinh, Bac Phong, Viét Hai, Pham Ngoc ... va trong vung Béng
Bac Hoa Ky nhu: Phan Kham, Hong Thuy, Cao Nguyén, Nguyén Thj Thanh Binh, Nghiéu
Minh, Ladm Thuy, Phong Thu, Tran Viét Tan, Cung Thi Lan ... Vi quen than véi Phan Kham,
pho chd nhiém Cé Thom, nén anh khdng quan ngai lai xe ti Baltimore han mot tiéng
déng hé dé dén sinh hoat véi C6 Thom, nhu thang 3 nam 2018 tai nha hang Harvest
Moon & Falls Church, Virginia.
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He must be a person who really loves literature and poetry and sincere friendship to
readily compose into songs from verses for his poet friends: Luan Hoan, Thai Ta Hap,
Tué Nga, Thanh Tri, Vuang Thanh, Tran Trung Dao, Trudng Dinh, Bac Phong, Viét Hai,
Pham Ngoc, ..., who live in many different places. And in the Eastern United States, the
poets: Phan Kham, Héng Thuy, Cao Nguyén, Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh, Nghiéu Minh, Ldm
Thay, Phong Thu, Trén Viét Tan, Cung Thi Lan, ... Having a close friendship with Phan
Kham, vice-editor-in-chief of Co Thom magazine, he doesn’t mind driving from
Baltimore over an hour to attend social activities with Co Thom, like in March 2018 at the

Harvest Moon restaurant in Falls Church, Virginia.

M -

Ngoi tu phai: nhac si Vinh Bién, nha tha Phan Kham, OB nhac si Nguyén Tuan
Bing tu phai: Phan Anh Diing, nha tha Cao Nguyén, thi hoa gia Vi HGi, Tam Hao
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Sau d0, téi lai ¢ dip ngdi canh anh va han huyén nhiéu & budi van nghé tudng niém cé
nhac sT Nguyén van Dong ngay 28 thang 9 2019. R4t thd vi va tdm dac khi ban vé dong
nhac da dang cla vi cyu dai t& QLVNCH va nhirng tiéng hat da thanh danh thai ay!

| sat next to him and we talked quite a bit at the party to commemorate the musician
Nguyén Van Béng, in September 28, 2019. It was fun and a meeting-of-minds when we
talked about Nguyén Van Bong, the former colonel of South Vietnam'’s army before

1975, and the famous singers in those times.

Tuy biét anh da sang tac trudc nam 1975 nhung hom nay xem trang website cia anh thi
mdi thdy slc sang tac cla anh khéng thé tudng tugng, gan ca ngan bai - s6 lugng nhac
phd tir tho cla cac thi s cé thé ndi gap 3 lan sd nhac cla riéng anh! Nh& website nay téi
md&i biét thém anh la mot ngudi linh Viét Nam Cong Hoa tirng bi giam 9 nam trong tu

cdng san. Tdm long yéu qué huang, dat nudc va mong udc nén hoa binh chan chinh thé

hién qua khap ca khuc.

Although | knew that he composed songs before 1975, but today, when visiting his

website at www.vinhdien.net, | find that his creative ability is incredible, about a

thousand songs, with many songs composed from poet friends’ poems, probably about
three times more. From this website, | just realize that he was a Vietnamese soldier who
had spent nine years in the communist prison camp. Love for homeland, its people, and

wish for true peace, are manifest in many of his songs.
Cam nhéan téng quat cua téi 13 kién thirc vé van héa clia nhac si Vinh DPién dang né va

anh sang tac nhac quéa dé dang. Nhitng ca khic néi tiéng cia anh nhu Vét Thuong Soi
D4, H&i Ngudi Em Hoa Binh, ...da dugc nhiéu ca si néi tiéng trinh bay.

Xi
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Riéng t6i yéu mén ca tu va giai diéu cta "Téi Chi Muén Lam Ngugi" - cho du chiu dau
thuong anh cling chi muén lam ngugi Viét Nam ma thai!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKuxw5waTjU

My overall thoughts are that Vinh Dien’s knowledge about Vietnamese culture and
literature are very respectable and he can compose songs so easily. His famous songs,
like Vét Thuang Séi Ba (Wounds of the Heart), HGi Ngudi Em Hoa Binh (O Lady of
Peace), ... were performed by many famous singers. As for me, | especially love the
lyrics and the melody of the song, | Just Want To Be Human. No matter how much he

suffered, he still wants to be just a human and a Vietnamese.

Gan day khi nghe "Mua Hoa Nhiém Mau" anh phé nhac tir tha cla thi si Tué Nga, toi
cam phuc mdc sang tao cla anh vi day 1a mét bai tho chira chan ndéi niém trong mua dai
dich coronavirus, khong phai dé dem nhitng nét nhac dé két thanh mét ban nhac dé
nghe, dé cam xtc. Nhung VD da lam dudc chuyén "nhiém mau" ndy: toan bai tha sé
dugc thang hoa, ban nhac va tén 2 tac gia sé dugc ngudi yéu nhac nhé dén ... Anh con
can than chd thich & dau ban nhac "kich tinh, kinh hoang" dé ca si va ngudi lam hoa 4m
thau ré han y clia anh!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhdR2rApBQo

Recently, when hearing “"Mua Hoa Nhiém Mau” (Miraculous Flower Rain), that he
composed from a poem by Tué Nga, | really admire his inventive creativity, because this
is a poem full of feelings about the current coronavirus pandemic and not easy to make
the music notes to match the verses and compose into a song that is heart-touching. But
Vinh Dien had been able to perform this “miraculous” feat. The whole poem is raised to a

new level in the song, and the song with the names of the two authors will be

Xii
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remembered by many music lovers... Also, Vinh Dien was meticulous in footnoting at the
top of the music sheet the mood of the music “dramatic, terrified”, to make the singer

and the music composer better understand his ideas about the song.

Trén day chi la nhitng cdm nhan nhanh cho quyén sach song ngi gidi thiéu vé ngudi
nhac si tai hoa Vinh Dién. Khi ¢ dip, t6i sé viét nhiéu han vé dong nhac cla anh &

website Cé Tham.

What were written are just my quick thoughts and feelings on Vinh Dien and his music,
for the bilingual music book that introduces the very talented musician. Another time, |
will write much more about Vinh Dien’s music in the website, Cé Tham.

http://www.cothommagazine.com.

Than chuc anh Vinh Dién nhiéu stc khde va tiép tuc hién dang nhirng dda hoa dep cho

ngudi, cho ddi va cho vudn am nhac Viét Nam.

| wish you, Vinh Dien, to be in great health, and to continue to create beautiful flowers

for people to enjoy, for celebration of life, and for the Vietnamese garden of music.

Phan Anh Diing

Rockville, Maryland USA
7 thang 10, 2020 (October 7, 2020)

(Translated to English by Vuong Thanh)

xiii
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Phan Khim - Mwa Hoa Nhiém Mau

English Title: Miraculous Flower Rain

-

From left to right: Musician Nguyén Tudn, Poet Phan Kham, Musician Vinh Dien

Mua thu dang vé vdi nhitng khic ca, mua thu dang vé v8i nhirng con mua hoa nhiém
mau. Pay lay tudng tran day dam mé tam huyét ma Nha tho Vuong Thanh mudn gidi
thiéu dong nhac clia Nhac si Vinh Bién dén vdi tat ca nhitrng ngudi mé thg yéu nhac

Xiv
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thudng thdc. Thudng thiic qua mét thai dau soi Itra bong, qua mét thdi han tha déi tra,

qua nhoc nhan khé can séi da va hom nay dugc tam goi: “Mua Hoa Nhiém Mau”.

Autumn is coming with the songs; autumn is coming with the miraculous flower rain.
This is a romantic and passionate idea that Vuong Thanh wants to introduce

Vinh Dien’s music to all those who love Poetry & Music to enjoy. To enjoy after a
period of terrible hardships, after a period of anger, hatred, and deception, the

difficulties and sufferings, and today is cleansed with the "Miraculous Flower Rain”.

Toi xin phép 13y tua dé nay ctia NG ST Tué Nga mét bai tha ¢o trong tuyén tap 32
Selected Songs by Vinh Bién- Bilingual Edition. Compiled & Translated by Vuong Thanh.
Nhac s7 Vinh Dién da cho ra d&i hang tram nhac pham, nhat la nhitng ndm sau nay rat

nhiéu nhac pham tho phé nhac tuyét vai.

| would like to use the title from a poem by Poet Tue Nga, in this book: “36 Selected
Songs by Vinh Dien”. Mr. Vinh Dien had given birth to several hundred songs, and

especially in the later years, many songs, composed from verses, are simply wonderful!

Trong khoanh khac vang son clia cudc dgi con lai, du ching ta dang & nai dau, xin hay
tran trong ghi nhan mét nha tho, nha thag dé la Vuang Thanh, du I8n [én ngi x ngudi
théng hi€u va tham thudy tiéng Me ru, ngdn nglr Viét, noi giéng Viét doc tha, lam tha va
dich tha sang Anh Ng.

In the precious moments of the rest of our lives, wherever we may be, please give

recognition to a poet. and that poet is Vuong Thanh, who although grew up in a foreign

XV
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land, has a respectable understanding of Vietnamese culture, and a profound
understanding of the mother tongue to enjoy reading and composing Vietnamese

poems, and translate them to English.
Xin cdm dn Nhac Si Vinh bién va Nha Tho Vudng Thanh.

Thank you, Musician Vinh Dien and Poet Vuong Thanh.

Phan Kham
Maryland, Vao thu 2020.

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)

XVi
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Thai TG Hap - Vai Nét Vé Dong Nhac Vinh Dién

English Title: A Few Thoughts About the Music of Vinh Dien

W

Tt trdi qua phai: Ai Cam, Vinh Dien, Thai Tt Hap, Mai Hoai Thu

Gilta ching t6i va Nhac Si Vinh Dién da than thiét vdi nhau tir 1au & Da Nang: 14 ban Van
Nghé cung Tuéi, vao quan déi cing nganh Chién Tranh Chinh Tri va sau 30 Thang Tu
Pen vao nam 1975 cung & Tu trai Ky Son Quang Nam.

XVii
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Musician Vinh Dien and | have been close friends for a long time, in the province ba
N&ng. We are literary-and-arts friends and are of the same age. We entered the army in
the field of War Politics, and after the Black April Day, (April 30, 1975), we were put into

the same prison camp in Ky Son, Quang Nam.

Qua bao thang tram cua lich st va than phan dsi ngudi khong ngd ching t6i cé nhan
duyén gap lai nhau & Hoa Ky. TUr d6 chiing t6i thudng lién lac chia xé vui buon véi nhau.
Trong nhitng ky niém vé am nhac Vinh Dién néi tiéng kha lau qua nhiéu sang tac da
dudgc cac ca s danh tiéng trinh bay nhu: HGi NguaGi Em Hoa Binh-Thai Thanh, Xa X6i-Lé
Thu, Vét Thuang Soi Ba-Elvis Phuang, Ca Nguyén-Thanh Thuy... Pac biét vé ky niém
khong bao gid quén Ca khuc Toi Chi Muén Lam Ngudi da dugc nhac si Pham Duy chon
lya dua vao chuang trinh hat tai H6i Bam Paris vé chién tranh Viét Nam vao thap nién
1970. Vi ndi dung nhac pham Vinh Bién ndi [én Tinh Nhan Ban, Tinh Ty Qué Huong va
Chinh Nghia Tu Do Khai Phong cta Dan Téc. Mong Udc Hoa Binh chdm dit hiém hoa
dau thuong vi chién tranh.

After many tumultuous events in history that affected our lives, we met again in the USA.

Since then we often keep in touch and share our personal sorrows and joys.

Vinh Dien had been well-known for quite a long time through several songs that had
been sung by famous singers, such as: O Lady of Peace performed by Thai Thanh,
Faraway (Xa X6i) — performed by Lé Thu, Wounds of the Heart (Vét Thuang Séi Ba) -
performed by Elvis Phuong; Song Prayers — Thanh Thuly.... The event that cannot be
forgotten was the song “l Just Want To Be Human (T6i Chi Muén Lam Ngudi) which was

selected by Musician Pham Duy to be put into the program at the Paris Talks about the

Xviii
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Vietnam War in the 1970s. This song talks about Humanity, Love for Homeland, Liberty,

and the human wishes for Peace to end the calamities and pains caused by the war.

Nhac s7 Vinh Dién da tdm su: “Néu ké vé nhirng nhac pham truéc nam 1975 cho dén nay
trén dudi ca ngan bai qua moi thé loai. Trong d6 c6 mét s6 thi pham cla cac nha tho
Tué Nga, Luan Hoan, Thai Tu Hap, Du Tu Lé, Tran Hoai Thu, Ha Quoc Huy ,Lé Vinh Tho,
Nguyén Béng Giang, Lé Han, Vuong Thanh, Mai Hoai Thu, Nhat Thuy Vi va Pham
Lang....déu dugc phé thanh ca khic “Trong tha ¢6 nhac, trong nhac c6 tha”, thang hoa
that tuyét vai. Quy vi da nghe qua chac khéng ai ¢é thé phi nhan mét cong trinh sang
tac I6n lao vé lanh vuc am nhac cua kho tang van héa Viét Nam luu truyén dén cac thé

hé mai sau.

Vinh Dien confided: “If including the songs before 1975 until now, | have written more or
less a thousand songs of all themes and styles. Those include poems by these poets: Tué
Nga, Luan Hoan, Thai Ta Hap, Du T{ Lé, Tran Hoai Thu, Ha Quéc Huy, Lé Vinh Tho,
Nguyén Déng Giang, Lé Han, Vuong Thanh, Mai Hoai Thu, Nhat Thuy Vi and Pham Phan
Lang... The poems were composed into songs. In the verses, there was music, and in the
music, there was verses.” The art of the song had made the verses much more
wonderful. and elevate its charm and beauty. If one had listened to Vinh Dien’s songs,
one cannot deny his great contributions to the world of Viethamese music and culture

for future generations.

Daéi vai toi cai phép la cia nghé thuat chinh la cai kha nang bién hda mot chan ly hoan

toan chu quan tr& thanh khach quan va cé gia tri d6i v8i moi ngudi”.

The special magic of arts is the ability to dynamically change a personal truth into a

universal truth that has value for many people.
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Mé&i day Vinh Bién théng béo tin vui: “Minh da viét thanh Trudng Khdc Van Té Thap Loai
Chdng Sanh cda Dai Thi Hao Nguyén Du. Hién dang dugc thu am bat dau tir ngay 29-9-
2020. Hy vong sé hoan tat sau mét thang. Vay xem nhu cé thé an tam gac dan sau mét
quang dudng kha dai véi niém dam mé am nhac cta ban than minh. Rat mong qui vi

doén nhan nhu mén qua tinh than tran qui cudi dai”.

Recently, Vinh Dien announced joyful news: “I just finished the long song “Prayer Oration
for Departed Souls” by the great poet Nguyén Du. Right now, recording is being started
since September 29, 2020. Hopefully, it will be finished after a month. Then, | can rest
after a long journey in the world of music because of my personal passion. | hope that

people will accept this song as a last precious, spiritual gift from me.

Cé thé Vinh Dién quéa xuc déng khi doc lai Van Té Thap Loai Ching Sanh, tdc pham duy
nhat ctia Pai Thi Hao Nguyén Du dé cip dén dai dich kinh hoang tai Viét Nam vao nam
1820 c6 han 206.000 ngudi bi chét (1/10 dan s6 lac bay gid). Nhat |a hién tugng siéu vi
trung virus Corona dang gay tham hoa khing khiép cho hang triéu ngudi tir vong trén

khap thé gidi.

Perhaps, Vinh Dien was so touched when reading the poem “Prayer Oration for Departed
Souls” by the greatest of Viethamese poet, Nguyen Du, who had mentioned the terrible
pandemic in Vietnam in 1820 when more than 206, 000 people died (about 1/10 of the
population at that time). Especially, the Corona virus are spreading worldwide and

causing millions of people to die.
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Trudc khi chdm dit “Vai Nét Vé Dong Nhac Vinh Bién” chung t6i khong quén cadm on

Vuong Thanh da chu truang Tuyén Tap Mét Khu Vudn Tha Nhac Viét Nam mang hoai

bao vdi y nghia cao quy la Bdo Tén va Phat Huy Van Hoc Truyén Théng Viét Nam & Hai
Ngoai.

Before ending this essay, we do not forget to thank Vuong Thanh for his book “A Garden
of Vietnamese Lyrics & Verse”. The book carries the noble aspirations to preserve and

spread traditional Vietnamese literature oversea.

Thai Ta Hap
Los Angeles, October 3, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Pham Phan Lang — Cam nhan vé nhac si Vinh Dién
English Title: Thoughts & Feelings About Musician Vinh Dien

Vinh Dien & Pham Phan Lang

Lan dau tién toi tinh ¢S dugc gap Nhac Si Vinh Dién la ddu mua Xuan 2017 trong mot
buéi tiéc hop mat do cac déng mon hai trudng V& Tanh & N Trung Hoc Nha Trang t6

churc nhan dip t6i vé tham ban bé & DC va ngam hoa anh dao.

The first time | met the musician Vinh Dien was in early Spring of 2017 in a get-together
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party that was organized by former students of these two school: “V6 Tanh” and "N
Trung Hoc Nha Trang” when | was returning to DC to visit my friends and to admire the

sceneries with the blooming sakura flowers.

At the Harvest Moon Restaurant, Falls Church, Virginia in April 2017

Trudc do t6i cling da biét anh Vinh Dién 1a moét nhac sT c6 tén tudi truéc nam 75, [a mot
huynh trudng dong mon V6 Tanh hoc trén t6i nhiéu 1&p va da pho tha cho vai ngudi ban

cUa t6i. Toi da ham mé cling nhu yéu dong nhac Vinh Bién tir nhirng ngay chua quen ay.
| had already known that Vinh Dien was a well-known musician before 1975, and a

former student of the school V6 Tanh, and had taken many classes before me. He also

composed poems into songs for some of my friends. | really admire and love Vinh Dien’s
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music since those days.

That may man trong dém hop mat 2017, t6i dugc xép ngdi canh Ns Vinh Dién. Trong luc
chuyén tro, anh bao t6i, "Téi biét chi cling c6 lam thao, néu thich, chi gui cho t6i, t6i sé
phé nhac cho". K& tir dém hém d6 cho dén nay, trén ba nam va téi c6 hon 30 bai tho
dugc anh phé nhac véi nhiéu cha dé vé qué huang, tinh yéu, me cha, cudc dgi, nhan

sinh...

In the get-together party of 2017, | was lucky to sit next to Vinh Dien. When chatting, he
told me, “l know you also write poetry. If you like, you can send them to me, | will
compose them into songs for you.” Since that night until now, it has been over three
years and | had over thirty poems that he made into songs covering several themes: love,

parents, life...

Nhac Si Vinh Dién c6 kha nidng phé nhac rat nhanh va dé dang, thudng chi trong vong
vai tiéng la anh d& hoan thanh mét ban nhac. Phé nhanh nhung dong nhac cda anh
dugc gay dung rat ky thuat, trang trong va trr tinh, da 16t dugc cdm xUc cda t6i va cung
v@i am giai tiét tau khéo léo cua nhac si hoa am va giong ca diéu luyén ngot ngao cla ca
si da gitp nhitng bai tha don so, méc mac cua téi dugc chap canh bay cao... mét diéu

khong bao gid t6i dam ma tudng.

Vinh Dien has the ability to compose a song very easily and quickly, often in a few hours.
Although, the composing of the song is quickly finished, it's of very high quality and it
explores and reveals the feelings in my verses. With a wonderful melody, great musical
composition, and a beautiful singing voice help to put on wings to my verses and let

them fly. Something that | had not dreamed of before.
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T6i xin cdm &n nha tha va dich gid Vuong Thanh da cho t6i ca hoi dugc viét vai hang
cadm nhan va cdm on nhac si Vinh Dién da cong hién 60 nam cudc dsi cho am nhac véi
ldong dam mé manh liét va vo vi Igi. Anh da déng gop tich cuc trong viéc phat trién
phong phu nén am nhac Viét Nam & hai ngoai va giip mang niém vui tinh than dén cho

rat nhiéu ngudi, trong dé co toi.

| would like to say thank you to the poet and translator Vuong Thanh for giving me the
opportunity to write a few lines of thoughts and feelings on Vinh Dien’s music and to say
thank you to the Musician Vinh Dien for his contributions to the world of music for 60
years and with passion and without any expectation of profit gain. You had contributed a
lot to help grow Vietnamese music oversea, and you have brought a lot of spiritual joy

to many people, with me included.

Xin cdm dn Nhac Si Vinh Dién véi long biét an tran trong va chan thanh. Xin kinh chic

anh moi diéu t6t dep, binh an va hanh phuc trong cudc séng.
With gratitude, | would like to express my sincere thanks to Musician Vinh Dien. | wish

you all the best, and a peaceful and happy life.

Kinh quy,
Pham Phan Lang
Hawaii, October 5, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Mai Hoai Thu- Vinh Dién, Dong Nhac Nhw Sudi
Tuon Trao
English Title: Vinh Dien, A Gushing Brook of Music

nufin ANH TAN VAN rrAn TRoNe €101 T

Tt trdi sang phai: Vinh Dien, Lam Phwong, Mai Hoai Thu
Hoingd vdins VD nhan ky niém 60 nam Am nhac LAM PHUONG ngay 6-12-2015
tai Moonlight Restaurant. Westminster, CA
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Tha Mai Hoai Thu ¢6 nhan duyén cung nhac si Vinh bién vao nam 2013, khi md&i dat
chan vao san chai cla thé gidi Facebook. Bai tho dau tién dugc nhac si phé thanh ca
khuc 13 bai NGAY VE (Ca khic ndy dudc ca st Ngoc Quy & trong nudc da thu am dau
tién. Sau do ca si Lé Thu & Hai Ngoai da thu am lai [an tha 2). Ca khdc ra dgi dugc nhiéu
thinh gid don nhan nong nhiét vdi giai diéu trl tinh lang man mang am hudng tién
chién rat hay. Ca khdc lam cho moi ngudi lién tudng dén nhirng nam thang yén binh &
qué nha trong giai doan lich st truéc ndm 1975. Cho dén nam 2019, éng da pho cho téi
tat ca 1a 10 ca khac vira da 1 Album. Va ciing tu d6, t6i bat dau bén duyén véi cudc hanh

trinh rong chaoi, dam chim trong ci nhac...

| became friends with Vinh Dien in 2013 when | was first entering the world of Facebook.
My first poem that the musician composed into a song was Ngay Ve (Day of Returning).
This song was sung by Ngoc Quy in the homeland, and then by Le Thu oversea. The
song was warmly received with its romantic melody bearing influences of pre-war music.
The song reminds one of the homeland’s peaceful times before 1975. Until 2019, he had
composed 10 of my poems into songs. Since that time, | start my journey into the world

of music.

Ong da tung dua vdi toi: "Thd MHT nghe nhu nhac... viét nhac thur di...” Vay la sau do toi
da liéu mang viét va gdi qua 2 ca khic: D6 1a GIOT SAU TUONG TU & MOI BAN VE
THAM QUANG TRI DAU YEU. Ong gdi tin nhan cho t6i, nhan xét nhac c6 nét, kha l1am,
phéan nhip OK, luat can phuang cling dugc, khoi can chinh stra. Cho diém 8/10, c(t thé

ma thlra thang xéng 1én nhé! Hehehe...

He once said to me, "Your verses sound like music. Try writing a song.” And after that, |

intrepidly composed 2 songs: GIQT SAU TUONG TU (Teardrops of Lovesickness) & MO
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BAN VE THAM QUANG TRI DAU YEU (Invitation to Visit Beloved Quang Tri). He sent me
a message, " The music style has style. Very good. Rhythm is OK. No need for changes.

8/10. Keep going.”

Thé réi nhac si da c6 vd, déng vién, khich 1é tinh than sang tac cla t6i... Bén canh do,
nhac si cling da chi dan thém cho t6i nhiéu kinh nghiém cdn ban trong viéc sang tac. Cac
nhac pham cla t6i c thé ma lan lugt ra doi. Qua do, t6i nhan thay éng |a ngudi rat co
tam, ludn sén sang tan tinh véi I8p tré néu ai dé da c6 1ong dam mé véi nghé thuat. Ong
khong hé gidu diém bat cr mot ky nang gi. V4i t6i, 6ng nhu mét ngudi thay, la mot bac
tién boi... Trong am nhac, nhac si Vinh Bién rat kho tinh nhung ngoai dai thi luén hoa
doéng véi moi ngudi, miéng ludn nd nu cudi chan chira tinh ngudi. Ong chua bao gid c6
thai do khét khe phan biét gitta hai ranh gidi nhac si cii & mdi. Ong cho rang tat ca
nhrng ngudi lam nghé thuat déu cé mot trai tim hién hoa, tét dep & dang yéu. o la
nhitng ky niém tot dep gilta toi va nhac si Vinh Bién trong nhitng ngay dau méi gap gad.

Since then, the musician had given me a lot of encouragements, and passed to me his
experiences in the art of crafting a song. During this time, my new songs were born one
after another. | find that he's a very conscientious teacher, always ready to help young
people who are passionate about music. He doesn't hide any technique. Regarding
music, Vinh Dien is a difficult judge, but in real life, he's a social person with a heart-
warming smile. He doesn't treat old-timers and new-comers in songwriting differently.
He thinks that everyone in arts and music has a gentle heart, and is lovable. That's my

recollections about Vinh Dien in our early days of friendship.

NGi tiép vai dong tha Mai Hoai Thu, nhac st Vinh Dién van tiép tuc chap canh thém cho
cac nha tha bay cao & bay xa han nita. Ong cling chdng bao gi& phan biét nha tha cii

hay m&i, ma 6ng da doc dau dé mét bai tho hay; thé la éng dem phé nhac réi tang lai
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ho ma khong can héi qua tac gia. Ong lam viéc bat vu Igi nén cac nha tha dau cé ly do
gi ma phan nan vé éng! Trong khi thai buéi bay gid ¢ nhiéu nghé si, cudc séng cua ho

ludn dat nang vé tién bac.

Vinh Dien also helps put on wings for the poems of many poets. He doesn't treat well-
known poets and new ones differently. Whenever he finds a poem that inspire his music,
he will compose it into a song for all to enjoy. Since he did this just out of love for poetry

and music, many poets are grateful to him for the wonderful songs.

Ong sang tac rat khde & rat nhanh, tam hon ludn dao dat nhu dong sudi tudn trao...
Ong da sang tac gan ca ngan ca khic (ca I3i & tha phé nhac). Méi ca khic 13 méi giai
diéu khac nhau, va hau hét 6ng gilf y nguyén tac cta cac bai tha. Ay thé ma cac ca khiic
giai diéu van mugt ma, mém mai, uyén chuyén & khéng hé gugng ép mot chit nao. Bén
canh do, ca khuc van gilt ding vdi ky thuat & luén tron ven véi cam xdc... D6 1a mét diéu
that dang né phuc! Vi qua ngudng mo cai tai phé tho clia 6ng ma chiing t6i thudng dat
cho éng vai céi tén goi la "dng vua phé nhac" Cé lic ching t6i goi éng rat than thién véi

danh tU "su phu" hodc la "dai su huynh".

He's extremely creative and can compose a song very quickly. His heart and soul is like a
gushing brook of music. He had composed nearly a thousand songs including the lyrics
composed from verses by the poets. For each song that originates from a poem, he
keeps entirely or almost entirely the verses. Even then, the melody is still very smooth,
flowing, without seeming forced. and matches really well with the feelings in the lyrics.
That's something that's really admirable! "We give him the nickname "king of
composing-poem-into-song”. Sometimes we call him with friendly nicknames, such as

“teacher” or “big brother”.
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Nhac ctia 6ng ltc thi hao sang nhu mét ban hung ca "HAT CHO QUEN HAN THU". Lic
thi dau chat ngat nhu mét khic tinh budn thdm dam nhiéu giot nudc mat cua VET
THUONG SOI BA. Khi thi quay quét véi van nudc néi troi... Lic thi budn dau véi than
phan nghiét ngé trong nhirng ngay thang cudi dsi c6 don trén dat khach. Va dac biét
trong am nhac ctia 6ng luon nhac tdi su thdy chung ma éng da danh cho nguai ban dai
qué c6 qua ca khic BEN CAU U ME... Am nhac ctia 6ng luon dau dau, da diét nhé vé qué
huong yéu dau, noi ma nhac si da tung sinh ra va I1&n |én gilta mién cat trang Nha Trang
quen thudc ngay nao. Nhac si cling da ting mo udc dugc mot lan trg vé tham lai qué
huong dé nhin thay sy déi thay cla dat trdi. Nhung than 6i! Ngay vé sao con qua xa xdi,
e khéng kip trudc luc lia ddi khi dat nudc con ngén ngang, nhan quyén con kim kep &

tu do con siét chat, khong 16i thoat...

His music sometimes is strong and unrestrained like the heroic song “Sing to Forget
Anger and Hatred”. Sometimes heart-tearing like a love song full of tears, such as Vét
Thuong Soi Ba (Wounds of the Heart). Sometimes, full of distress and pain when
thinking of the drifting fate of the homeland. Sometimes, filled with melancholy for the
life of a refugee living in a foreign land alone in his old age. He especially shows his love
for his wife through the song By the Bridge of Enchanted lllusions. His music reflects his
love for his beloved homeland, and where he had grown up in Nha Trang. He had
wished of coming back to visit his homeland when the current regime is no longer in

power. But alas, that day is still very far away.

Do6i v&i mot nhac si da co 1ong vai dat nudc & c6 tam vdi cac nha thao thi cé I viét bao
nhiéu cling chua du ca. Xin cdm dn 6ng vdi moét gia tai am nhac qua doé sé ma 6ng da
day cong gay dung nén, nham déng gép thém cho nén van hba nghé thuat & Hai Ngoai
ndi riéng & cua dat nudc Viét Nam ndi chung. Thay mat cac nha tho, Mai Hoai Thu kinh

chdc nhac si that nhiéu stic khoe dé tiép tuc phuc vu cho tha nhan.
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With a musician who loves poetry and his homeland, it's hard to ever write enough.
Thank you for your treasure-house of music songs which contribute greatly to
Vietnamese culture and the arts. | wish you great health to continue composing music

for the world to enjoy.

Trudc khi két thuc vai nét vé nhac si Vinh Bién, ching t6i xin cdm dn thi sT Vuong Thanh
da chl truong phat hanh mét tuyén tap tho nhac song ngit Viét-Anh, “A Garden of
Vietnamese Lyrics & Verse, Volume 1", that gia tri, nham c6ng hién & duy tri nén van
héa Viét Nam & Hai Ngoai ngay cang phat trién phong phu. Than chuc thi st that nhiéu
stc khoe & ludn gat hai dugc nhiéu thanh cong trén con dudng sy nghiép.

Before ending this essay, | would like to thank the poet Vuong Thanh, who had
published the bilingual book “A Garden of Vietnamese Lyrics & Verse, Volume 1" that is
very valuable in contributing to the preservation and expansion of Vietnamese culture

and literature oversea. | wish you a lot of health and success in your endeavors.

Mai Hoai Thu
California, October 9, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh- Vinh Dién, Mot Tai Hoa
Am Nhac Long Lay

English Title: Vinh Dien, A Glorious Music Talent

Vinh Dien & Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh

That tinh t6i cling dinh viét chdt gi vé nhac si Vinh Bién, vi téi vén khong thich c dgi khi
ngudi nghé si y ra di méi loay hoay 1am mét s6 Tudng Niém nay no. Han nhién ai ma

doc dudc khi da lam than may bay c6 phai.
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Actually, | was planning to write something about the musician Vinh Dien, because |
don’t want to wait until he’s gone then to write a commemorative essay. Obviously, who

can read after he has become like the clouds far away

Vay thi phai ndi la rdt cdm dn nha y cla thi si kiém dich gid Vuong Thanh, da vira dich
Tho rat nhuyén, va lai dirng ra “chd bién” mét mén qua tinh than day dd y nghia nhat.

Bravo!

Thus, a big thanks the poet and translator Vuong Thanh for this book as a gift that is

very meaningful. Bravo!

Cé |€ ban hai ngac nhién khi t6i ndi rang tbi yéu ca ti trong nhitng ban nhac cua Vinh

bién trudc khi téi chu y, thudng thic nhac diéu hay dong nhac da dang ay.

You may be a little surprised when | say that | love the lyrics in Vinh Dien’s songs even

before | listen to the melodies of Vinh Dien’s songs.

Con nhd téi tim dén nhac cua 6ng nhiéu han, chi vi trong mot tinh ¢& dugc nghe ca
khuc v@i tua dé rat... boc: Toi Chi Muon Lam Ngudi, va cau tho véi cach st dung ngon
ng m&i mé nhu cum tir “dai dién thuong dau” (D€ mac cho téi dai dién thuang dau).
Hay, la, m&i mé phai chang la con dudng sang tac am nhac ma sau d6 ngudi nhac si nay

da nd lyc deo dudi trong cudc hanh trinh dang dang 60 nam.

| still remember when | tried to find out more about his music, just because listening to a
song with a very attention-getting title “I Just Want To Be Human”. The words and way
that he express them are refreshingly new. For example, the phrase “D€é mac cho téi dai

dién thuong dau (Just leave me to represent the hurts and pains.). Heart-touching and
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refreshingly new - isn't that the key elements to the composition of music that the
musician had been following in his long 60-years journey of music.

Ky thuc c6 1€ vi ching ta dang & gilta mua dai dich, néu khong véi cudén sach song nglt
nay cung véi nhitng tdm Iong yéu mén, “ng nan” am nhac Vinh Bién sé phai diing ra lam
mét budi sinh hoat vinh danh 6ng méi ding.

Actually, we are in the middle of the COVID season, otherwise with this bilingual book
together with those who love Vinh Dien’s music and the debts of music that they owe,

we would organize a party with singers to sing his songs to honor him.

Yéu ca tU clia Vinh Bién, nén t6i khdng ngac nhién khi thay 6ng luén luén thich di tim

nhitng van tho hay dé€ phé nhac.

In love with the lyrics of Vinh Dien, I'm not surprised when he likes to go seeking for

verses to compose into songs.

Diéu lam t6i ngac nhién dén siing sd thich tha 13 tai bat nhip, bat hon thi st dé phé tho
nhu sam chdp xet ngang, hay theo cach noi bay gid la chi trong vong moét nét nhac.
V@i 6ng dudng nhu tho hay méi phé dugc nhac hay. Va diéu dac biét & éng la 6ng ludn
c6 gang dé gilr nguyén tac, hoac chi hoan déi mét vai tir 1a nhiéu. Déc dao nhat la éng
c6 thé tim dén nhitng bai tha tu do dé phé nhac va phé dugc nhac hay méi la! Nhu bai
thd ty do Cuéi Nam Nhin Nhitng Chuyén Xe Qua 6ng nhat dudc dau dé trén mang va

da hoan thanh mét tac pham my man.

The thing that surprise me the most to the point of amazed delight is his skill to capture

the moods and feelings of the poem in a flash. With him, it seems like only a good poem
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can be made into a good song. And the special thing about him is that he always try to
keep the original verses or just change at most a few words. It's most interesting that he

can find poems in free-form to compose into great songs. Like the free-form poem

"Year's End, Watching the Trains Going By", he found it from somewhere on the Internet

and created a great song from it.

Téi cling coi day chinh la nét tai tinh & 6ng. Cling nhu 6ng yéu quy thi si dén ndi ct moi
lan cho 1én YouTube phé bién, 6ng thudng dé tén thi si trudc tén cta nhac sila 6ng. Cha
bu trén san khau ngoai d&i, hau hét cac MC ké ca néi tiéng nhat cling chang mang nhéc

dén nha tha, khi gidi thiéu nhitng ca khic phé nhac.

| think that this is a special trait of Vinh Dien’s talent. He respects the authors of the
poems enough, so that when he creates music videos, he often put the poet's name
ahead of himself. Unlike the music stage in real life, where the MC, even those most
famous, will not even mention the poet whose poem was used in the song, when

introducing the song.

Va nhu thé ban ciing c6 thé hinh dung 6ng la mét ngudi vén rat khiém cung & ngoai
ddi. Chang han c méi lan t6i tdm dac mot ca khic phé tha hodc sang tac ctia 6ng, 6ng
thudng tir chéi mét 1&i khen ngoi. Ong lam t6i budc phai dua dua “A thi ra su huynh tu
chéi I3i khen nay dé tiép tuc nhan thém IGi khen khac.”

And thus, you can imagine that he’s a very humble person in real life. Each time when |

really find a song of his that | really like, he often refuses praises from me. So, | said

jokingly “Is big brother refusing my praise in order to get more praises.”
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Khéng phai vay dau. Véi mot ngudi da sang tac ca ngan ca khic nhu éng, t6i ngd rang
ong xem thudng nhirng tung ca vé éng. Hay 6ng chi c6 nhitng kiéu hanh trong am

tham, ai ma biét dugc!

Of course, it's not that. With a person who had composed about a thousand songs, |
suspect that he doesn't care for compliments about him. Or perhaps, he’s quietly proud.

Who knows.

Thuc sy Vinh Dién c6 quyén kiéu hanh vé nhitng tac pham dé dai ctia minh. Nhac cla
6ng phong phu qua va cé nhiéu bai rat sang trong, trong khi toi chi la ngudi thudng
thic binh thudng nén khong dam lam ban.

Actually, Vinh Dien has the right to be proud about his works. His music has so much
variety and there's many respectable songs. Since I'm just a person who enjoys listening

to music, | won't go into this further.

Toi chi biét Vinh Dién la mét nhac si cé tai nang ém-xi-bua nhirng giai diéu vao Tho dé
thd t6i tha anh tha chi dugc hun hit, tham thdm, bay béng hon. O diém nay t6i khong
mudn so sanh éng v&i Pham Duy, nhung rd rang vdi Vinh Dién ngoai tai phé tho xuat

than, 6ng con phé tha chép nhoang dén kinh ngac.

| just know that Vinh Dien is a very talented musician with the ability to magically put
music melody into the poets’ verses, so the verses can fly farther and higher. Regarding
this skill, | do not want to compare him with Pham Duy, but it's obviously clear that
beyond the ability to create songs from poems, his lightning speed in creating a song is

incredible.
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Cam an nhac s7 Vinh Dién, du c6 thé khéng con dugc dip dé nhan on thém mét lan nira.
Ly do nghe ndi 6ng da gac ki€m, sau trudng ca phé tho Van Té Thap Loai Ching Sinh
cta Nguyén Du. Nhung téi tin rang & dau do vi long dam mé vo bd bén véi am nhac,

dng van sé tiép tuc va tiép tuc cho dén hai thd cudi cung.

Thank you, Musician Vinh Dien. There may not be a chance to say thanks one more time.
| heard that you had “put away your guitar” after the long song composed from the
poem " “Prayer Oration for Departed Souls”. by Nguyen Du. But | believe that because of

your passion with music, you will continue to write songs until your last breath.

Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh
October 10, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Nhét Thuy Vi - Cam nhin vé dong nhac Vinh Dién

English Title: Thoughts & Feelings About Vinh Dien’s Music

(I

I am a very lucky person. | truly appreciate Mr. Vinh Dien for composing many of my
poems into songs. | remember how excited | was when my very first two English poems
have been composed: ‘the Scars of War ' and ‘How Life Is Defined’. When | first
approached Mr Vinh Dien about creating songs for these poems, he just simply told me

‘why not? Let's try’ . Just like that..He was so amazing that it seems like the music was
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naturally flowing in his veins. A few days later, | got a short message from him:

“check your emails!” He never ask what do | want to do with the song, or how it should
be presented . | feel at ease in presenting the music video in my own way, and he
doesn't seem to mind. It seems that his music is all that really matters to him. | called
him : Mr Vinh Bién, Superman! A truly amazing artist and a kind, straight-forward, and

very generous person.

T6i xin cdm on thi sT va dich gid Vuong Thanh da cho t6i ca hdi qua quyén sach nay, dé
ndi 1én cdm nhan cta minh vé ngudi nhac si da phé géan 50 ca khic Viét va Anh ngr, tu
nhitng van tha cla téi. That la mét niém vui va vinh hanh cho téi dé gui I5i tri an téi
ngudi nghé si tai ba va khiém tén., Nhac Si Vinh Bién. Xin cdm on Ngudi da rong ra suot

cudc dai gay dung mét gia san am nhac I6n lao tuyét vai.

Trong mét xa hoi day tranh dua danh Igi, Nhac Si Vinh Bién la mét nhac s tai nang, hién
hoa, an dat, nhung cling 'kho tinh’ nhu mét ngudi thay, va hinh nhu la mét nguai nhac st
chi biét vui minh say mé trong viéc sang tac. Ong nhu séng biét lap vdi d&i séng tam tu
riéng ré, va chi cho ta nhirng thoang gan giii qua nhirng sang tac cta éng dé ching ta

cadm nhan dugc tam hon day ray ric, vu tu, va xot xa cho van nudc, tinh ngudi. Ong da

chia sé sy dong cam quy gia qua am nhac cung ngudi Viét luu vong cung chung thé hé.
T6i nght su rung cdm du nho nhoi, cling cho ngudi ta niém vui khi nhan thic dugc sy
déng diéu bat chat d6. C6 phai nhac si Vinh Dién cling nghi nhu thé nén khi phé thg,
nhing ca khic déu nhu theo sat tam tu cia ngudi lam tha. Ngay trong nhitng ca khuc

ti€éng Anh, nhirng n6t nhac clia 6ng ndi [én nhitng cdm giac hdy con map mg trong tho.
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Tran trong cam an Nhac SiVinh Bién nhitng mén qua tinh than qui bau éng da tang
cho thé gidi nghé thuat va am nhac va cho riéng ca nhan Nhat Thuy Vi. Cdm dn cho tinh
ban, tinh than 4i dong cdm qua tha nhac ma véi 6ng, ngudi nhan luén gilr dugc cam
giac tu do, thoai mai dé nhitng van thag, y tha khéng bi go bd vao khuén khé nao. Cau

chic Nhac Si Vinh Bién luén nhiéu sic khoe, binh an.

Nhat Thuy Vi,
October 4, 2020
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Thanh Tri - Loi Cam On
English Title: Words of Thanks

Cam an Vuong Thanh da bo nhiéu cdng phu lam tap nhac song nglt dé gidi thiéu cho
thé gidi dudgc thudng thic dong nhac tuyét vai cGia nhac si Vinh Dién.

Thank you, Vuong Thanh, for putting in a lot of work into the making of this bilingual

music to introduce to the world the wonderful music of musician Vinh Dien.
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Anh Vinh Dién |a ngudi hoa nh3, niém nd véi moi ngudi. M6t nhac s tai ba da dé lai rat
nhiéu tac phdm am nhac cho nhitng thé hé mai sau, nhat la ban trudng ca phé bai van té

chiéu hon cua thi hao Nguyén Du la mét kiét tac.

Mr. Vinh Dien is a nice person and friendly with others. A talented musician who had left
to future generations many wonderful songs, especially the long song that was
composed from the poem “Prayer Oration for Departed Souls” by the great poet Nguyen

Du, is a masterpiece.
Kinh chic Anh nhiéu sic khoe dé sang tac thém nhiéu tdc phdm dm nhac.

| wish you, Mr. Vinh Dien, to be in great health and to create many more wonderful

songs.

Cam dn anh Vinh Bién va Vuang Thanh nhiéu lam.

Thanks so much, Mr. Vinh Dien and Vuong Thanh.

Thanh Tri
October 11, 2020

(English translation by Vuong Thanh)
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Phiung Quan - Cam Dé Tuyén Tap Tho Nhac 40
Selected Songs by Vinh Dien

English Title: Thoughts and Feelings on the Book 40 Selected Songs by Vinh
Dien

Xin mugn doi van tho xua cl cia Phang Quan, nhu mot chut qua than qui,
cam-daé riéng tang Tuyén-tap Tho Nhac "40 SELECTED SONGS BY VINH DIEN"
vlira dugc Nha thg, kiém Dich-gid Vuang Thanh tran trong gidi thiéu dén Qui than hiru

va gidi yéu thich van-nghé gilta khong gian muon sac ciia mét mua Thu dang vé.

| would like to borrow some verses that | had written long ago, as a gift of brotherly
affection for the book “40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien” that was recently introduced to
the music, arts, and literature circle by the poet and translator Vuong Thanh during the

coming of colorful Autumn.

CUNG THUONG XA VANG
Nguecic emv te xéa bev vais nghicng

PHUNG QUAN
Tokyo 1970
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Gilta luc tai hai ngoai, nhitrng mat tran van-hda, Tap-chi Van-Hoc, Nghé-Thuat

sang tac Van-Chuong, cung tro chaoi chit nghia, da that sy thiéu vang ngudi tham du
thi su xudt-hién cta Tuyén-tap Tho Nhac "40 SELECTED SONGS BY VINH DIEN"

phai dugc xem nhu mét dam mé, c6 gang phi-thudng, mét gach néi day ky-vong gilra
hai thé-hé, khién ké hau-sinh nhu Phiing Quan day, nhé lai hai cau thg cta Thién-su
Man Giac dai Ly:

Mac vi Xuén tan hoa lac tin

Pitng tuong Xudn tan hoa rung hot
Pém qua san tride mot cank ma.

(Ngb Tat T6 dich)

Thanh that Chic mirng Nha tha Vuong Thanh - Nhac-si Vinh Dién va Tuyén-tap Tho
Nhac "40 SELECTED SONGS BY VINH DIEN" Thanh Céng My Man.

Than qui,

PHUNG QUAN
Hang Gié, Calif.
Mua thu 2020
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Ca khuc

VINH PIEN

HOI

A BINH
~ Tiéng hat
THAI THANH
MAIT HUQONCG

PHUONG BANG
THANH THOAI

Phu hoa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI2RJmxwe0c

Hoi Nguwoi Em Hoa Binh (O Lady of Peace)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Thai Thanh, Mai Huong, ...
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O Lady of Peace

Translated by Vuong Thanh

When you return, aging mothers stop weeping.

When you return, people stop their bitter bickerings.

When you return, the kids’ faces light up with happy smiles.
When you return, the children sing in delight.

When you return, the forest trees awaken.

When you return, the grass dances in the early morning sun.

When you return, the birds chorus a welcome song.

| call your name sunshine, or the rain to water the rice fields.

| also call you the light, the source of growth of Vietnam'’s future.
Or the cool shade of the ancient trees.

You're the people’s Happiness and Liberty.

The song of celebration for a future of a prosperous and liberated Vietnam.

O Lady of Peace, Lady of Peace.

We welcome you with a song of compassion and love.

We welcome you with a garden of blooming flowers and fruits.
We welcome you with happy smiles on our lips and in our eyes.

We welcome you with a sky of bright sunshine...

We welcome you with our large circle of hands clasping one another.
We welcome you from our hearts with lyrics and verse.

We welcome you with unshakable faith and trust.



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

With our hands together,

we will cut down trees to rebuild the villages.
With our hearts and minds together,

we will help rebuild Vietnam's future.

The vast rice fields, we will plant and irrigate.
Shoulder to shoulder, back to back,

we will rebuild a peaceful homeland.

O Vietnam, a Peaceful Vietnam.
O Vietnam, a Liberated Vietnam.

O Vietnam, a Vietnam with a bright and glorious future.
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Q just want to be human and a Uietrzamese.
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TOI CHI MUON
LAM NGUOI

Sang tac va hat
Vinh Dién

Seattle, 21-8-2004

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKuxw5waTjU

T6i Chi Muén Lam Nguoi (I Just Want To Be Human)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vinh Dien

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfP9YKC945k

Performed by Vong C6 Huong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x69JwfRnyAY

Performed by Quynh Lan
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I Just Want To Be Human

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Please don't ask me, don't ask me:

Why not be reincarnated as a little bird.
Why not be reincarnated as tree or grass.
But as a human in a crib.

But as a lonely person.

But as a person like me.

Please don't ask me, don't ask me:

Why not be born in a bustling city.

why not be born on the rich alluvial plain.

Why enter the world all alone.

Why enter the world in a bitter-sour land.

why enter the world in a region full of dried bones.

Please don't ask me, don't ask me, don't ask me.
| just want to be born a human.

| just want to be born a human.

Even though living in poverty my entire life.

| just want to be a human, and a Vietnamese.

Please don't ask me, don't ask me.

| don't want to be a bird to forget misery.

| don't want to be a tree to forget the bombings.
Just leave me to be human with other humans.

Just leave me to tell the stories to future generations.

Just leave me to represent the hurts and pains.
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Go bnow love is to live in sovour
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VET THY G 360 208

Cu Ik ELYE ArlUiyiS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bF4APBAIjHMA

Vét Thuong S6i P4 (Wounds of the Heart)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Elvis Phuwong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpyMhUqIHjk

Performed by Thé Son

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0E4DKP1hCBk
Performed by Nhu Mai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPnwcvDUr8U

Performed by Vong C6 Huong
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VET THUONG SOI DA

Nhac va 16i : Vinh Dién
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Wounds of the Heart

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Which marks on these lips.

Which tears in these eyes.

To love once.

To cry once.

The pain follows in keeping the love, forgetting the past.
Suddenly, weariness and pain in my heart.

Suddenly, a deep melancholy rising in the soul.

O!'I'm just like a little bird lost in the wide world.

O Faithful love, will just then be smoke and mist.

And loving memories — only a fading dream.

To love one day.
To cry one day.
Dreaming of you each night,

with acute longings in my heart.

Feeling the sorrow covering the four skies.
Love, although weary, continues on in the sad abyss of life.

Is there a region of repentance in this heart.

To know love is to cry,
but why do we keep worshipping love.
To know love is to live in sorrow,

but why do we keep wanting pain.
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To know love is to die,
but why does Love always fill our hearts.
To know love is to be jealous,

but why do we keep wanting bitterness.

Which love is not passionate.

Which love is not hurting.

To love a lifetime.

To cry a lifetime.

A wonderful infatuation.

The painful, yet sweet fragrance of Love.
O The Wounds of the Heart.

Then, the flying clouds hug the precipice of Sorrow.

And then one day, Desolation comes with old age.

Feeling the bitterness with sad smiles on our faces.
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Wéw@mwm
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CON AU NUA

Tiéng hat : Kim Oan
Hoéa am : Quang Ngoee

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFAzhnk9xn

Con Dau Nira (No Longer Exists)
Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong C6 Huong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF0sdXv3T18

Performed by Bao Yén
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CON DAU NUA

Cham, dién t4 theo tinh cam (c6 thé hat ty do hoic giti nhip)

Nhac va loi : Vinh Dién
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No Longer Exists
Translated by Vuong Thanh

No longer is that old dream of mine.
The drops of dew had already dried.
Love's like an old piece of rock
covered with green moss,

leading a life of sorrow.

O My Life. Like a night insect
chewing on the pains of the heart,
exhausted with the infatuations

on the backward river current of Life.

What's there to wait for.

it's already far late into the night.

Each day, becoming more haggard.

What else remains after those blizzards of pain
that break one's heart into pieces.

It already happened regardless.

Just like the drops of rain

falling late in a winter evening.

Lke the sea waves breaking

before reaching the shore.

Listening to a song from years ago,

| feel the bitterness of a life in misery.
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I lay tormented through the night.

Oh, a life full of up-and-down rides.

It's bitter cold on this side of the world.
Another year will soon pass by,

| come back to gather the fading fragrance

to give passion to those intoxicating moments,

to warm my heart on sleepless nights.

No longer is this heart

with its bitter and sweet moments.

Sitting here, thinking of friends and family.
Who's still here and who had gone.

Where to find that lost paradise

with its honesties and deceptions.

Looking back at myself,

still soaked with sorrow

in the intoxicating illusions of Life.
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Quynh Lan
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kQoiul0yhk8

Bong Chiéu (Evening Shadow)
Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Quynh Lan
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BONG CHIEU

Cham - dién td theo cam xiic.

Nhac v lo7 : Vinh Dién
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Evening Shadow
Translated by Vuong Thanh

The lake is serene,

suddenly some pebble stone falls into it,
touching my heart,

in the vast evening shadow.

Standing against the old pine tree,
waiting for night shadow to fall,

I'm counting the last piece in the bead string of weary life.

I'm drifting in a dark enchantment,
as Time quietly buries memorries
of joy and sorrow,

of happiness and sufferings.

A fresh spring morning,

flowers and grass are sparkling

as Nature bestows a light rain.

A summer afternoon,

while roving on the far hills,

which enchantment took me to the mountaintop,

which nightmare pushed me into the deep abyss?
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Autumn evening is arriving.

Dying autumn leaves falling.

| realize that a human life is so fragile.

Hair black one time now is filled with white and grey.
How many black strands of hair left, still clinging to life.
Like a really old pine tree

waiting for the frosty chill of a winter night,

the tears flow inside.

Living just one lifetime,

but holding the sorrows of many.

In the vast evening shadow,

I'm counting the last piece in the bead string

of a difficult life.
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Diéu Hién
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.'N"hat va loi:
‘Hoa am: Quang Ngo
Trinh bay: Diéu Hien
D1 :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXapTO7mIPc

Tuyét Van Con Roi (Snow Still Falling)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Diéu Hién
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Snow Still Falling

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Snow falls silently throughout the night.

Snow covers the mountains and the hills.

Snow hopelessly tries to cling to the branches, empty of leaves.
| hopeless try to cling to the moss of life.

Alas, a vast expansse of frosty white snow.

I'm still wandering my whole life in chilliness and sorrow.

Snow falls, wiping all the crazy infatuations

and the far-fetched dreams of peaceful times’ mothers’ lullabies.

Snow'’s bitingly cold this day of winter

Today will pass by, and we will be apart from each other.

Love dissolves like the snow; exhausted with the wanderer's footsteps.
Love's like a strong gust of wind, blowing the snow drops faraway.
Time passes by indifferently. One day, | will be gone from life.

Who will cry for me, even just one drop of tear.

Lying in the cold grave; sleeping a thousand-year dream.

Feeling sorrow when winter has died, but snow still falling.
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TENTIMES |
Ca khiic Vinh Dién - Tiéng hat Vong C& Huong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EeNiFRh5yFk

Co6 Nhiéu Khi Hoi Ta (Oftentimes I Ask Myself)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong C6 Huong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZ]0_DIuLOY

Performed by Hoang Quan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYeQ2N75I6¢
Performed by Vii Hoanh
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cO NHIEU KHI HOI TA

Nhac va 101 : Vinh Pién
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Oftentimes I Ask Myself

Translated by Vuong Thanh

| left in a forgotten corner the serene months and days.
Many sleepless nights, | lay down in struggling distress.
Like the sounds of the sea waves rolling to their full crests.
Then, sudden silence with a broken heart.

My blood veins rustle with the grieving music notes.
The mind becomes wearied and the body wasted.

Half a life I've been so occupied.

Battered and unrestrainedly wild.

Dragged adrift with Life's illusions.

And sunken in the realm of desolation.

How can | bear to forget

the unfinished dreams the heart still kept.

Yet | still keep on suffering

Life's harsh and bitter realities.

Will it ever fade,

the bitter love with sharp, dulling heartaches?

And the marks of love scratches on my skin.

Oftentimes | ask myself,
was there ever a time that | really regret?
Was there repentance or late tears at nights.

| squander my whole life ... just roving around.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkK3QYH5RRI

Bén Cau U Mé (By the Bridge of Enchanted Illusions)

Music & Lyrics: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Dong Nguyén

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8rYkgSMnVI

Performed by Thai Ngan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0y E90xwss

Performed by Vong C6 Huong
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BIEN CAU U ME

Nhac va loi : Vinh Dién

Lento Espressivo =60 (Chénh vénh, trin tré)

Ngdy 6-11-2017
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By the Bridge of Enchanted Illusions

Translated by Vuong Thanh

An autumn afternoon,

light rain falling on the hill
where you lies.

On the tree branch,

a small leaf hanging, like

my lonely shadow.

By the bridge, you're silent also.
Waiting for a person to pass by
Waiting for so long

Until when...

Since the age of knowing sorrow,

my existence has been one of gloom.
This life, I've been overburdened.
And you've been very weary

with life’s many duties.
My heart wanders in the deep abyss covered in mist.
Drifting in the love that's mossy green,

while a human fate’s like an evening dream.

An afternoon in autumn’s end,

I'm lonely with the colors of trees and grass withering.
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Picking up a yellow, dried leaf, still writhing in pain.
Suddenly, the weather starts to change.

| hear the wind blowing, rain falling,

and the church bells chiming.

And the sound of your voice from afar.

O! How | miss you, my Love!

The night's not over yet,

but Dream’s already fading,

like a gust of wind.

The raging wild nights of drunkenness,

leave my soul in deep sorrow.

Oh! My Love! You're now still waiting
through each day of the four seasons.
Longing and hoping
for a person to cross

the Bridge of Enchanted lllusions.
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SEW AND PATCH THE HEART'S SORROW

Vietnamese poem : PhamPhanlLang - Translated by Vuong Thanh
Music : Vinh Pién - Singer : Tony Manh Tuan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgBv173qRoU

Sew and Patch The Heart’s Sorrow
Poem: Pham Phan Lang, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Tony Manh Tuin
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O How! How can one gather the wind in the far sea. How can
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SEW AND PATCH THE HEART'S SORROW

Vietnamese Poem : PhamPhanlang (Translated by Viong Thanh)

Slow - 60 3 Music : Vinh Dien
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Poem : Vuong Thanh
Music : Vinh Dien

Singer : Kim Oanh

WHENCE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIMnmpEPfeM

Whence She Comes (Em Pén)

Poem: Vuong Thanh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Kim Oanh
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WHENCE SHE COMES

Poem : Vuong Thanh

Lento Espressivo - 60 Music : Vinh Dien
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Em Dén...

Translated Lyrics: Whence She Comes
Author: Vuong Thanh

Em dén nhu trang, dep diéu huyén
PBudng may tha thudt dang ngudi tién
Muén vi tinh td sau long mat

Hoa song lung linh got bach lién

Em dén nhu may ty ndi ngan

Mang theo huyén thoai thud héng hoang
Thién Ha, Bich Hai nai Em tdi

Du huadng con dong gitra khong gian ...

Em dén vé&i dong sudi nhac tho
Cao son luu thuy tu bao gic
Am ba nao vong nai tim thic

Pua mong hén ta dén Céi Mg

Em dén téa Huong mét khoang trai
Ngot ngao thanh khi chén ngan khoi
Thuyén ma hoai mong tu muén thud

V&i vai bién may, trang nhe tréi ...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yH65hz_07w

Only The Rain Knows My Heart

Poem: Nhat Thuy Vi, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Kim Oanh
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ONLY THE RAIN KNOWS MY HEART

Poem : Nhat Thuy Vi
Music : Vinh Dien

Slow - 65
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Tina Mai Thuy Khanh 7 Mai Hoai Thu

Mai Thuy Khanh & Mai Hoai Thu
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OF
RETURNING

Vietnamese Poem : MAI HOAI THU
Music : VINH DIEN

Singer : TONY MANH TUAN
Translated by YUONG THANH

Model : Tina Mai Thuy Khanh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4q6A0jZDqTg

Day of Returning (English Version)

Poem: Mai Hoai Thu, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Tony Manh Tuin
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DAY OF RETURNING

Vietnamese poem : Mar Hodi Thu
Translated by Viong Thanh
Music : Vinh Dién
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Painting by Thanh Tri
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfuGJt2_fyE

Tiéng Song Ru Con (Lullaby of the Sea)

Poem: Thanh Tri, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Tam Thu
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TIENG SONG RU CON

Tho : Thanh Tif
Nhac : Vinh BPién
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Ad lib.. 1
#ﬁ __-? 11 oo &= |\I
= £ = —f F i — _1| .
e) H— |

Vong tay  me ngé vong  troi. Budce chin nhé
3
3
4 | —
K 1 v ! 1 I i
D h >~ | —  ——s
J L4 v = v v
nhe choi voi chim  chuyén. Am thanh (0....0) song vo, song vo bién
3 ~ A Tempo
#ﬂ 1 1 1 !} ] 1 K3 T
o e e e e —
QJ ! _—- I’
3
hién.  Hoa cung tiéng gio, hoa cing tiéng  gio clia mién thuy dudng. Ru
9 # ]
1 | Y | E— 1 L L i L
2 = [ 7] I | 1 1 F [ 7] [ Y 1 | o
:m. i ’ o 1 P N—— H I | —
2 = | —m— —
Y, = e S - =
e =
con, jai| con oi a. Ru con ra  ca bién
- [— .
(5 e e e o S e s
= | ¥ r 4
thiong. Me mo thé gidi bén phiong thai  hoa. Biy con chdp canh bay

60



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

 m—] A ] A
] 1 Ik\ | Y 1 ? 7] - A' [T} I\- 1 1
AN T T r.s = i‘\ i ‘I == : ’ 5= - ’ 7 ﬁ:
[y y 4 T e ?
xa. Khong gian ti hai déu 13 anh em. Ru con, . con di
s e e —— . .
o e e b
P—s z = === = = =
J o Z -
a. Ru con dd gidc ém  dém. Bén bo thanh
—f-bfs —— = —————
oy~ — '
= = r | | 4 4
hai séng dém 1 rio. Ru con long nhing 1u6e  ao. G6i vao song
—k—— ' .
e ]
MUY - b o 1 ;I | | | I \I I\‘
I - g2 v
vong dat dio nhip nhé. On day Troi Phit dé cho. Thuyén con dé
A 1 : - N
m — I y r T
{7y e e e e = = —
o) 4 I -
bén gidc mo xi nguoi. Nhung long me nhd bién khoi. Nhé fiing tiéng
Hr § k Jr— " |k\ bl hfug ! I e | r— |
il ] | Y i 1 : .‘:F : q " d: .l" ’ ; o I3 ] i : .!‘ | I |
S LF [ L =0 bl Ll ® = O | 4 11}
o = 3 3.
""‘w.___‘_'___./
song a oi dém truong. Ru con, mm con oi a. Con
e I
o | el | | Y [ 8]
175 1 I ul = .1’ i v dl -: [ i : F 4
ANV | 4 | 4 1 - — 1 1
o) | ¥ —
i ché quén bién thuong. Chudi ngdy thd au song thuong ru comn.

61



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

Lullaby of the Sea

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Mother’s holding arms, like the Sky's hammock.

Her soft footsteps, like the birds, flitting from branch to branch.
Lulling sounds of the gentle sea ripples on the water,

mixed together with the sounds of the ocean breeze.

Soothing like Mother’s lullaby for her child.

Sweet, gentle sounds with an ocean of Love.

Mother dreams of a world where everywhere's at peace.

Her children can soar their wings to fly high and far.

All men and women in the four seas are brothers and sisters.
Mother lullabies her child with the gentle “ci a, a ¢i” sounds.
Putting her child to a peaceful sleep.

Calming sounds of night sea waves beating gently on the shore.
As she lullabies her child, Mother has a wish.

A wish she sends to the rolling sea waves.

Great thanks to the Heavens and Buddha for your compassion.
Living in a foreign land, | dream of home.

But Mother’s heart longing for the far sea.

Longing for the lulling sounds of the sea waves each night.
Mother lullabies her child with the gentle “Gi a, a ¢i” lulling sounds.
"My child,” Mother said, “"don’t forget the sea.

When you were young, the sea waves lullaby you.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0avxoEzIZMs

Ao Tring Troi Mua (White Ao Dai Dresses in the Rain)

Poem: Thanh Tri, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Diéu Hién
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White Ao Dai Dresses in the Rain

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Remember a time of being a girl student

with long ao dai dress flying.

After classes, the girls gather together.

Footsteps side by side, one after another.

Sounds of voices and laughter cheer the day.
Suddenly a strong wind appears to tease them.
Many girls were taken aback.

They quickly run for cover.

Their silky smooth hair look beautifully wet.

The rain pours rapidly, the wind blows strongly.

The young girls become really wet.

Allowing Nature to show their shapely forms.

Thin dresses clinging to bodies.

The girls hold their schoolbags to cover themselves,
but their wet bodies are revealing.

Shapely figures of the golden age of youth.

Young girl students wearing long ao dai dress
having fun in the wind and rain.

Beautiful like dancing swans.

They have fantastic and innocent wishes and dreams.
Those times of playing in the wind, bathing in the rain.
That period fills my heart with wistful longings.

An expanse of blue sky with laughter, those days.
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AO TRANG TROI MUA

TANGO (trong sdng)

Tho : Thanh 7ri
Nhac : Vinh Dién
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Painting by Thanh Tri
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LOL RU ME VIET NAM

Tho: Tué Nga * Nhac: VinhPién * Tiéng hat: Quynh Lan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehEheRRFed4

Loi Ru Me Viét Nam (The Lullaby of Mother Vietnam)

Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Quynh Lan
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The Lullaby of Mother Vietnam

Translated by Vuong Thanh

"A gi", the sweet voice of gentle Mother.f

Her lullaby warms even the mountains and rivers.

Mother's love is beautiful and pure.

With fragrant hands, she opens thousands of history pages.
O Mother, O Mother Vietnam.

Your love’s in a thousand melodies of lullabies.

You teach your children to be just and compassionate,

to remember their roots and heroic ancestry.

Vietnam'’s like a sad river branch with many twists and turns;
The moon dimmed, the water murky, the poor people, the bloodsheds...
Now, Mother’s voice is low, deep and sad.

The two abysmal dark regions, a single source of suffering.
Gentle Mother with shining virtue like a mirror.

Her Flower of Compassion grows in her children’s garden.
Mother sings a wonderful lullaby.

Mother sings a lullaby of Love of Flowers and People...
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Loi Ru Me Viét Nam
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Thw Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhdR2rApBQo

Mua Hoa Nhiém Mau (Miraculous Flower Rain)
Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ngoc Quy
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MUA HOA NHIEM MAU
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Miraculous Flower Rain
Translated by Vuong Thanh

Across Time and Space

So empty! Quiet!

City centers desolate. Silent!
Hardly a person in sight!

Schools without students.

No sound of children laughing.
Who can imaginel!

The great catastrophe had come here.
Who can imagine!

The terrible Covid disease!
Shopping centers devasted.

The world'’s trembling.

The Earth’s shaking.

People everywhere miserable.
Prayers, prayers for Love and Peace
Alas! Lives turned upside-down,

lives anxious and unhappy.

Beg God to let the rain comes!
Let the rain falls onto this world
To wipe out all the sorrows and pains

To let the world be peaceful again.
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Beg God to let the rain comes soon
to let people accept one another,

to let people still love one another.

Beg God to let the rain falls.

Let the rain comes soon to rejuvenate humanity.

To make the trees turn freshly green.

To make the Earth Peaceful and Happy again.

O! Miraculous Flower Rain to save a dark world.

People been waiting for the wise teachings and prayers

to reach the sacred place of God.

O! Miraculous Flower Rain.

O! Miraculous Flower Rain.

The prayers, rising to the sky,
wipe away long and bitter hatreds.
Life becomes peaceful.

The World Beautiful like Poetry.
The World Beautiful like a Dream.
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Deém mao dueci dn ting thaw
Quay kink ai dé tien caw nhan sinky
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwgkYYkphis

Tuw Dong Song Trang (The River of Moonlight
Streams)

Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Diéu Hién
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The River of Moonlight Streams

Translated by EmptyCloud, 2013

In a river of moonlight streams
Thousand Flowers dwell in beautiful sleep...

Forget all sorrows of their fragile life, so brief.

In a river of moonlight streams,
Old Rocks retell the story of all Things,

And the impermanence of their beings.

In a river of moonlight streams,
Poetic Muses quietly chant their rhymes,

Pray for peace and happiness to lives.

A dream, one night, under the silky moonlight...

One shouldered heavy loads of Dharma scrolls — up a hilly trail.
Shoulders tilt, scrolls spill.

Falling... down aside, on the Bridge of Life.

In a river of moonlight streams,
Old Rocks challenged Serene Thousand Trees:
Enlighten me! Yellow autumns — Will it ever cease?

The persistence of year-after-year falling leaves?

A profound wisdom, Serene Thousand Trees, replied:
“Form is but Emptiness” — That's the Wheel of Life.
Why kept bothering with Autumn’s changing mind?
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In the innumerous moonlight streams

Thousand Flowers, in unison, awake.

Harmoniously blown into an eternal radiant Dharma-lotus.
Poetic Muses celebrate the wordless Dharma's glorious lights.
Their silent chants emerging over the rivers moon-shine,

Instill calmness and compassion in all Lives.

A reminiscent dream, last night, an awakened |,
Dharma scrolls falling, unroll — the quiescent Way,

By a stream of Thousand Flowers, revel in the fairy night.

Amid the vast green sea of Serene Thousand Trees,
Arising a blissful melody, bird-like
Resonate through the immense sky,

And blend into the silvery galaxy of rivers, infinite moonlight.
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Tho : Tué- Nga - Nhac : Vinh bién - Ca S N‘g'QC”Q_uy f

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ1eWfSA600

Cwra Troi Swong Khoi, Khéi Swong
English Title: Heaven’s Gate Shrouded in Smoke and Mist
Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ngoc Quy
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Heaven’s Gate Shrouded in Smoke and Mist

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Evening falls.
Leaves asleep by the hillside...
She, a slender beauty in white dress,

looks at Heaven'’s Gate, shrouded in smoke and mist...

Night temple gongs waken peony flowers.
Four misty seasons, filled with longings for the homeland!
The wind gently sways bamboo branches.

Her dress gently flows like sunset clouds...

Evening passes by...
White clouds drifting in loneliness...
Calling on Poetry Spirit!

She's absent!

The ancient moon of legends traverses across the sky...
Voices of the hidden heart float in the night.

Anything left in this remaining age?

Still there’s the moon on the mountaintop.

Still there's the clouds in the distant horizon.

Quietly hearing from afar the echoes of the sea.

And Mother's voice singing lullabies to me...
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Since | had left that autumn,

my heart’s been calling out to Vibrant Spring,

to the Sunshine Season of United Hearts Gathering...
The Vietnamese people,

from all corners of the world,

fragrant with scents of Buddha's teachings,

comes together in Love and Peace.

O April ' How | miss my homeland ...

When will it be reborn again?

Evening falls.
The temple gongs sounding from afar...
Watching clouds drifting at the seaside,

Love for my homeland ebbs and flows like the tides...

April, silently grieving!

Evening falls.

Evening falls.

Sorrow filled my heart!

Verses sent to the wind...
Longings for homeland adrift...

Heaven's Gate still shrouded in Smoke and Mist!...
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Thw Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXufenZtSvw

Co Phai Mua Xuan Pang Tr6 Loc
English Title: Is It Springtime with Blooming Flowers
Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Tam Thu
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Is It Springtime with Blooming Flowers
Translated by Vuong Thanh

Evening falls.

Leaves falling, falling...

Onto the windy terrace.

Which music stream rises up to the cloud palace

The sounds of longings, of regrets... in a Song of Exile!

Which music flies high,

into the vast, misty sky,

calling for the Homeland Spirit

in a season of hurricane storms.

Which drops of tear ... for an exile’s loss!

O Motherland! “The Unhealed Wounds of the Heart.”

O People, “Let’s talk about the Story of Peace”

Alas! the long war with a heart-breaking ending

The sufferings from cruel long term imprisonment...

Sing, My Friend! “Sing to Forget Hatred and Anger”. To forget all.
To forget the people in our country still so divided!

The same race with red blood and yellow skin

but looking at each other like strangers.

Sing, my friend.

Sing, my friend. Do you remember those streets without lights.

Do you remember “The Buffalo Boy in a Meadow of Corpses”!

I miss my homeland. O My Homeland have been suffering for too long, too much...

Living in a foreign town for a long time but it “Still Feels So Strange”
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Rain falling... Rain chilling my heart!

Who goes seeking...

for "Evening Shadow”,

for a “Sign from Long Ago".

Still here somewhere are the olden days’ echoes.

I miss the old times so much!

O “Nha Trang - The Day the Wind Changes Direction”
Like the "River Longing for the Moon" of long ago.

Oh. I miss it so much, so much, my Vietnamese sister.

O Girl of the Asian Race, you are wonderfully gentle...

Are you patching up an old dress,

patching up the grieves and pains of war.

We promise each other that Hope will remain in our hearts.
We will together Dream of a Peaceful Springtime in Our Motherland
Then | write Poetry,

You compose Music,

and our sister sing.

The lyrics full of love for mankind.

Spring’s coming with flowers blooming...

Sing, my sister, sing a song of "Meeting Each Other.

Promise some Spring we will go to the temple or the church together
The temple gongs sound calming, the church bells holy

Like Poetry, Like Music,

Rising far and wide across the world...

Note: Each quoted text in bold is a title of a song written by Vinh Dién.
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9&%01%00/1/02%%3@150/ become sa dim.
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QUE CU GOI THAM 4

LA + - -~ $ 4 -
DEM TUYET Rd’ | . Ca si : Hudng Giang
v B L Hoa am : Ns Giang Pong

™
—_—

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7pdmHnzRC4

Qué Cii Goi Tham ... Dém Tuyét Roi
English Title Homeland Longings On a Snowing Night
Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Hwong Giang
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Homeland Longings on a Snowing Night
Translated by Vuong Thanh

The moon had risen high in the sky.
The moonlight seems tinged with sorrow.
A silent April in the heart of an exile,

Longing for the homeland, she left long ago.

Thought that Time will fade away the memories.
Tonight, hearing the wind blowing a nostalgic melody.
"O Where to return? To where, this heart of mine?”
Gazing at the moon on the mountaintop,

her mind’s somewhere faraway...

Silent homeland yearnings ... this snowing night.

Snow falling, and falling ... covering everything in white.
A poem for Black April, she sent to the wind.

Is the moon feeling sad to become so dim.

Her heart feels like the cold white snow falling...

O Motherland! So far away!

A source of unending sorrow, surrounded with misty fog...
Whose music's playing a song of exile.

She sends it back to the ancient times...

with feelings of a haggard autumn.

O Where to? Where to for this weary soul in a desolate town.
Again, she lets the verses float with the wind!

By the shore of this transient human realm.
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NANG TG VANG

i
:

Be.Ca khic Vinh Bién

'lP.hé tho Tué Nga ]
Tiéng hal Yong €& Huong
> i

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkoKGjT3iPo

Nang To Vang (Silky Golden Sunshine)

Poem: Tué Nga, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong C6 Hwong
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Silky Golden Sunshine

Translated by Vuong Thanh

A lullaby for you, of the Buddhist sutras softly read.

A lullaby for you, of angels singing in a celestial realm.

A lullaby for you, of the echoes of sea waves.

A lullaby for you, of robins chirping in the garden’s early dawn.
A lullaby for you, of Mother's gentle voice.

A lullaby for you, of the vastness of Earth and Sky.

A lullaby for you, of leaves sleeping on the hills.

Like a lullaby, the afternoon’s Buddhist sutras

ease the bitterness and pains of Life.

A lullaby for you of the sounds of the sea.

The sounds of Life, of a joyful heart ... in a golden afternoon.
Whose singing voice's floating with the mountain clouds.
Warming the late afternoon with prayers for world peace.

A lullaby for you, with the birds’ song of love.

The sunshine in the early morning ... sparkling gold.

O Silky Golden Sunshine, O Happy Sunshine...

O Silky Golden Sunshine, O Happy Sunshine...
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Buoi sang
nghe tiéng
chim hot

trén méi-
chua ’

Ha Thanh
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Tho
THAI TU HAP

Nhac
VINH PIEN

Tiéng hat
HA THANH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFVRALKpEUE

Trai Tim Nguwoi Vién Xt (The Refugee’s Heart)

Poem: Thai Ta Hap, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ha Thanh
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The Refugee’s Heart

Translated by Vuong Thanh

This morning, | hear the birds singing

on the roof of the old pagoda.

Leaves on the trees vibrate with the gong'’s echoes.
I'm returning from the river,

excited with the rhythm of Love.

It's a golden summer. On the sunlit terrace,

you let fly each thread of silky hair,

and your smile brightens up our place of fortunate encounter.

Although this human world's a temporary, foggy realm,
and I'm a drifter and wanderer in it,

and have lost myself many times in life’s ups-and-downs,
| will eventually return to the place of my roots, one day,
to feel the passion and love for my motherland,

even though its people still hold bitter anger and hatred.

I will take you, my love,

across the milk fruit tree garden, (vu sita)

between the path of Durian trees, (sau riéng)

fragrant with the scent of pomelo trees’ flowers (budi)

and we'll will drink the fresh coconut milk.
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The veins of the Mekong River full of peaceful dreams.
It flows across my soul with the scents of rice meadows.
There's an Oriental white-eye (chim vanh khuyén)

singing by the rice meadow.

Spring season has just awakened.

Birds are singing amid the forest trees.
The eyes of the young child full of wonder.
Colorful kites flying in the wind.

Do you see, my darling?
The ancient words on the tombstones.
The swords of those who had once fought bravely in many battles

will eventually fade away in the dust of Time.

This morning,

the streets and shops are bustling with people;

the classrooms fragrant with scent of fresh green rice;

happy feelings dancing on the book pages.

| hear the sounds of your high heels on the Trugng Tién Bridge

Your long dress dance in the evening wind across the “Cé Ngu” street.
The sounds of car horns in SaiGon’s early morning

Fragrant tamarind leaves on your shoulders with flowing hair  (Ia me)
It feels so familiar like when our love just started.

The golden times of studenthood with beautiful dreams.
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From thousands of miles away,

sending back to my homeland my love.

I'm like a boat from the Infinity of Space.

So fortunate to have met you when | arrive in the homeland
I'm like a sad traveler

bearing longings for a hundred years.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65Uwve4-Ppl

Xin Nguwoi Hay Quén (Please Forget Me, My Love)

Poem: Thai Ta Hap, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Anh Diing
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XIN NGUOT HAY QUEN

Tho : Thdi Tii Hap
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Please Forget Me, My Love

Translated by Vuong Thanh

What's left on the empty row of chairs
when the acting director walked away.
Life is an unfinished play

and we are the actors.

Vestiges of eroding riverbank slides

swept away after the flooding season.

I'm just like a bird

Flew over the place once
Then to disappear forever
Without leaving a trace.

Gone forever...

Life doesn’t know when | arrived, or when | leave
No one would remember me in the sea of people
Only a speck of dust

where | sit, feels the loneliness and sorrow.

Please forget me, my love

Just like forgetting the days of bitter hardships

Just like forgetting those afternoons in the quiescent library
| seek out old books to read:

the ancient writings,
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the epic songs of heroes,

those history pages stained with blood of the people.

Please forget me, my love

Just like forgetting some morning at the city market
Since the withering of Spring,

you have been treading a rocky road,

in a homeland full of pains and sorrows.

| promised one day to return to my homeland
In some future, to live the life of a bird

I'll carry pieces of dry grass to a warm nest
and feel the spring forest

flowing new sunshine into my heart.

Let’s forget. The world is ephemeral.

Let’s forget those months and days

of drowning in the sea of love.
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Miraculous Poem
Translated by Vuong Thanh

Opening the door this morning, | feel a little wistful.
Yellow leaves have been falling in autumn forever.
Waning moon shines dimly on the rows of trees.

A world of poetry carried away in the river of Life.

Oh Love, you lies inclined like the sea wave.
To shake my soul on the shore of love
Giving me all the innocence of a young woman

Beautiful happiness for a hundred years with love and dreams.

Do you know: autumn’s just outside the windowsill
The wheel of time rolls by so quickly.

Like the sparkling dewdrops on the leaves.

Please be happy, don't think too much or worry.

Don't trouble your mind with where I'm coming from.

Although each love story has an ending.
But our love for each other is ageless.

Never were there any regrets with us.

The little bird last night just sang.
The love song since we first love each other.
In my autumn years, but my heart’s full of warm fire.

My poetry realm of you is my source of miraculous happiness.
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BAI
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NHIEM
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Tho : Thai Ta Hap

: NI | Nhac : Vinh Dién
mi\ § Trinh bay : Ngoc Quy
R et e A Diéu Hién

[T} o6t | - & & O

Hoa am : Quang Dat

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bI-hR4Dkt60

Bai Tho Nhiéem Mau (Miraculous Poem)
Poem: Thai Ta Hap, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ngoc Quy, Diéu Hién
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BAI THO NHIEM MAU
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A creation of life, gifted by the Creator,
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Niém Hanh Phic Trong Dém Gidng Sinh
#thac Vinh Dién 7% Théi Ta Hap
#tsa am Giang Dong

Tink bay Huong Giang & Ngoc Quy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E67stk7QM o

Niém Hanh Phiic Trong Dém Giéng Sinh
English Title: The Happiness on Christmas Eve
Poem: Thai Ta Hap, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Hrong Giang & Ngoc Quy

117



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

NIEM HANH PHUC TRONG PEM GIANG SINH

Tho : Théi Tii Hap

Lento Espressivo J- 62 Nhac : Vinh Dién
SE # ; prm— 1
1 | % 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |
{e 1 |\I 1 d 1 I £ 1 c ; .
Nl E—— " — ] —1— e e = | —— =
Y] =) & [~ r e I
3
: Khi hoi chuéng Thanh ducng ngan vang. Khi dat troi hoa tiu khac thién nhién.
3 3 3
—9—# T I i T N — ]
r 4 1 1 | | 1 1 1 y 2 1 1 I 1 1 1
l.? I d i ‘l. _j | | l = ("l. ~ = d‘ d | = | | |
i Khi  d6i cdnh Thién thin o vé cing thé  gian. Bdo ngdn Tin linh cong khdp nhan

) 4 ! A A [r—

o = | |\. = — = | | ] |

v 1 T | 1 : d' b F : r - d_‘ﬁﬁ:'
) z 4 I_"L__I I— —] I
% loai. Tim ta ciing ron rang, chd dgi phat gidy miu nhiém. Con da hién huu vdi

—9—& - 1 1 1 I ]
"\ml/ ‘I _q i ‘i ’l: i I I r. = i 1 I 1 1
e ; - - - - = H I [o=— "

2 doi trong cung dém anh sang. Diu dang nhu déa hoa, trong khu wion yéu thicng rfc")rjlg am.

) u [F— 3 3 [— —
 i— I : — — ] ] —
(< ] — ——— s 4 & J |
5 7 —% = - =1 .

,,  Nhu huyén thoai digu ky, sau mudinam khic gs'hoéi. Con d3 ra doi trong dém Chia Giéng

9 2 1 T h —  — T || ! |
r A | ¥ i 1 | - | | 1 | |
by —— = g =+ 5 I e ¢ 5 1 ]
3] . . . = ¥ i | o——
- sinh. Ta, da nghen ngdo qua tiing phiit gidy chd doi. Tiéng khéc diu tién thin phin con
£ &

y i f ﬂl

5 I = i

J =
o ngioi. Hanh phiic vom mim nguén séng bao la. Con dén voi ta tling triu mén thang

— 3
— I I |L 1 F - I ]
- . 1 1 ] ] 1 1] o O o r J I 1 |

%—'_’ju | — - ===t

—— 4 - —
- hoa. Ta da thady nu héng viia chém nG,  vdi ngan hudng siac kiéu sa. Me ciia

3

g pe—— .

—— =Ccx=————— =

o o * v = o o@ W
- con cin ring chiu; dung. Con  dau ndy ngut tin trof xanh. Nidng liong tinh

") . = pm—
= 1 d 1 1 F. — : — 1 ]

— —_— e —————————=
e ) |4 4  F— e e

3
hoa, chuyén muén ngin mach séng  yvéu  thiuong. Con mé mat gitia qué nguci dat

118



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

h
— e == ——Fr
\ij} i 1 1 1 d | — ; 1| 1 =
31 khach. Nhung ta nghe nhd cé ntiséng gan. Chim Phugng hoang wviia hot &  dau
— it =F =r—— B ——
g — ' ' ' -
3
34 non. ROiI mai diay cog theo doi khén Idn. Nhu giong song chuyén bén ra
R r Tl giong séng chuy
ﬁ E = — J = — I 1 | | [ | ]
ANV A 1 - = } — : IF i i d 1
' = |
36 khai. Con , hay nhé ¢o6i nguén yéu thnidng. Qué huong trong ¥ thuc hiu
- = = =
— e e e = i ' !
g ' - ]
3
38 day. Nui kiéu ding Cha va sbng bao dung Mg. Loi ca dao diy tinh nghia thim
S — e e e e —
= — S = ————=-"——
o sau. Ru tiéng khoc dau doi bé béng vA nu cudi rang 16 quanh nbi.
S — e e — . . ,
Ty ==
o » == a2 o9 3 * @ -
45 Trong mdéi trai tim nhu ¢ mua Xudn Vi ngdan nu hoa tioi thim tinh héng.
f) & ]
e S
U = 1 ﬂ 1 1 1 1 1 : | 1 1 ]
3
438 Con s Idn lén gilia trGi xanh sao trang. Nhung c¢6 mot dieu ta chic con khéng
f & 5 3 3
= — p—— —_— P :
'ﬁ_?_‘?‘_d ) T T T = q T — I - — —
o ! * @ - 47 7 3
51 quén Cho du tén con Cynthia ; hay 13 gi di nia. Con van 1a cd gii Viét
] 1 ] |
1 -
e = e F - —
J ’ ' — R —
53 Nam. Yéu ti do va ngin nim séng nai Con vlin 13 cb gai Viét
4  — ! = T r- E_ T | |
\.JU ! F 1 i J 1 I II i vg- "
3
- Nam. V& mau da, v& T6 quéc hing anh. Va mang trdi tim til 41 bao dung
: 2% 'két thic.. rall.. )
== T — === —
- E= _ —
o I | ! i —
Oi  niém hanh phic! Oi niém hanh phic  trong dém Giéng  sinh!

Ghi cht : Chui Puing (Nam) - Chi Nghiéng (Ni) - Chi Pam (Hat chung va Be)

119



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

The Happiness on Christmas Eve
Translated by Vuong Thanh

When the bells of the Cathedral chimed
When the Earth and Sky played a heavenly symphony
When the angels return to the world

Signaling Good News to the human race

My heart is also throbbing

Waiting for the miraculous moment.
Your coming to this world.

In that same night,

Light shined gently

like a flower

in a Garden of Love and Affection.

Like a wonderful legend.

Ten years of anxiety,

You were born on Christmas Eve

| was choked up every minute of waiting

For the first cry that marks the beginning of human fate.
Happiness nurturing the source of wisdom

You came to our lives with sublime affection

| have seen a rose bud blooming its arrogantly lovely petals

In the mid of winter full of Heaven's graces and blessings.
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Every moment of anxiety

seemed to last longer than a century.
What remained is the prayers in our hearts.
Time seemed to stand still

And Space shrunken,

In this moment of miraculous wonder,

A creation of life, gifted by the Creator.

Your mother bit her teeth to endure

The extreme pain of giving birth.

The energy of motherly essence

turned into thousands of veins of Love and Affection.
Although, in a foreign land, you opened your eyes,

the sounds of mountains and rivers seemed to me nearby.
A Phoenix had just sung

on the top of a mountain.

Then one day, you will grow up

Like a river flowing to the sea.

But do remember your beloved roots.

Your native homeland in the consciousness of an exile
Brave Mountain Father and Generous River Mother
The Vietnamese folk verses full of gratitude and love.
Those lullabies were sung for your first cries

With our loving smiles by the cradle.
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In every heart, there is Spring

With thousands of dazzling flowers

Blooming with Love in the Oriental world.

You will grow up

under the flag with blue sky and white stars (USA)

In a rich country with abundant material surplus.

The story of the Moon Palace no longer in fairy tales.

The legend of the Moon Goddess — just an illusion in poetry.
Science answers all your needs.

The universe is no longer far from the dream.

But there’s one thing, we're sure you will all your life ponder
about the skin color of your heroic, native roots.

Even though your name is Cynthia

or whatever,

You are still a Vietnamese girl.

Who loves Freedom, Noble Human Compassion,

And has a generous, loving, and kind heart.....
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Daw Véx Nﬂo Sat Son
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPdGU3zPfrc

DAu V&t Nao Sit Son (Which Marks of True Love)

Poem: Phan Khim, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Diéu Hién
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DAU VET NAO SAT SON
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Which Marks of True Love

Liberally translated by Vuong Thanh

Darling, | invite you to follow the mountain stream
flowing around the hill on a rainy day
that makes the evenings feel so sad,

when the heart’s still burdened with lovesicknesss.

Darling, I invite you to enter the realm of feminine beauty,
with the rich hills and valleys
and love so passionate.

It's now blooming flowers.

Darling, | invite you to breathe in
the fragrant waves of hair,

and feels the heart drifting

in the sleepless night

dreaming the dreams of Love.

Darling, | invite you to taste
the sweet fruit.
Sweet to the heart,

to satisfy the greed of Love.
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Darling, | invite you to admire

I'm sitting still like a statue

and stop the birds their flights,
They're intoxicated with the sights.

Darling, | invite you to return to our old place

and see the marks of our true love,

since we first met each other.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4mxgQ7mjYg

Poi Khi Toi Con (Sometimes I Still...)

Poem: Phan Kham, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Quynh Lan
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DOI KHI TOI CON...
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Sometimes I Still...
Liberally translated by Vuong Thanh

Sometimes | still dream of visiting you,

to see your eyes sparkling like two stars in the sky.
Some long ago night, being crazy in love with you,
| became a thief,

and stole from heaven,

to present to you the gift;,

a thousand strands of my heartstrings,

ten thousands lines of loving words.

Please open the door for me

and let us love each other.

Sometimes, | wait for you

for many nights,

waiting for the wind

to carry your fragrance into my life.

Sometimes | still gaze at the moon,

and think of your beautiful face.

By the lake, | feel your silky smooth hair
with my caressing fingers.

You're like a precious brook

that flows through my heart.

O How | yearn for your lips.
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Sometimes | still return

to stir up the old ashes,

and see your graceful form

like an illusion from thousands of years ago.
And then suddenly the dream faded.

Sometimes | still have a last wish.

Sometime my life still feels like drifting,

and sometime | still have just me and me alone.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xgsCDaZ4EA

Thang Tw Bo Lai Qué Huong (Fleeing the Motherland
In April)

Poem: Pham Phan Lang, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong C6 Huong
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Fleeing the Motherland in April

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Today's Black April Day.

The day when | left my motherland 45 years ago.

The day of leaving my country to seek Freedom in some unknown land.
In the night of that year,

grenade flares lighting up the sky,

and sounds of gunfire

following the people franticallyrunnning ... everywhere.
Holding my baby in my arms, my eyes filled with tears.
Farewell Mother. O Dear Mother, | have to leave you now.
Living in a foreign land with a pained heart,

I long for my homeland and Mother.

Alas! Feels like my heart’s being cut into pieces.

See the trees and think of my home village’s bamboo trees.
See the clouds and think of my Beloved Mother.

| dream of returning to my old home town.

Watch Mother’s going in and out of the betel garden.

Eat a bowl of soup that Mother just cooked.

But alas! A dream is only a dream!

Forty five years of waiting in languish

for the Yellow Flag With Three Red Stripes,
to hold against my tear-filled heart.

O My Beloved Motherland!

When will | ever return?

To liein a liberated land.
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THANG TU BO LAI QUE HUONG
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Tho : PhamPhanlang
Nhac : Vinh Dién
Vi Kéénd Ca si : Van Khanh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkkE_dIVpG0

Vi Khiu Noi Buon (Sew and Patch The Heart’s
Sorrow)
Poem: Pham Phan Lang, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Van Khanh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn37hmqPtm8

Performed by Vong C6 Huong
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Sew and Patch the Heart’s Sorrow
Translated by Vuong Thanh

You left that night under the fading moonlight.
Leaves falling in the chilly mountain night.
Leaves falling, covering up the foot of the hill.

There's a girl with pallid lips sitting still.

Under the dim lamplight,
she lies sleepless at night.
Hearing the wind howling.

Wondering where you are now?

O How! How can one gather the wind in the far sea.
How can the wind blow to where you are lying.

You are lying some place faraway.

The forest’s somber and silent.

The distant moon pales in sorrow.

You lies buried under the earth.

Over your grave, | pile up the leaves

As | sew and patch the heart’s sorrow.
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Thu Hoa Vin Tan Phudéc, Paris
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9taDft1AN5k

Me Qué (Village Mother)

Poem: Pham Phan Lang, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Hrong Giang
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Village Mother

Translated by Vuong Thanh

One sad afternoon covered with fog

A yellow butterfly lands on a poon branch.

Mother’s all alone. With no one but herself.

Strong wind beats against the bamboo curtain door.
Mother coughs and wipes the rolling tears from her eyes.
Old, faded clothes hanging on the bamboo fences outside.
The malabar spinach soup had been cooking for a long time,
but still not yet boiling.

Mother’s hungry and falls asleep.

She dreams of a time long ago.

The carambola flowers were blooming

and the enemy robbers did not yet raid the village.

The bright night moon hung over the betel palm tree.
Then Mother wakes up and the sad moon was fallen.
Hearing the sounds of frogs beating a familiar rhythm,

Mother hurriedly picks a spot in the garden to lie down.
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ME QUE

Blues Jazz 1-70

Tho : PhamPhanLang
Nhac : Vinh Pién
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrRoLORTAV¢

Ngay Vé (Day of Returning)

Poem: Mai Hoai Thu, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Lé Thu

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbqS5axkj M

Performed by Ngoc Quy
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Day of Returning

Liberally translated by Vuong Thanh

The day | returned to a river of long ago
Where to find?

The ferry boat that used to be here is no longer!

| left as a young girl, to a place far away.
This lonely evening,

looking at the clouds drifting on the water,
feeling the heart's withered,

and deep loneliness in my soul.

The day of returning,
to find memories of an old love.
A secluded stream with dim moonlight.

In the far distance, the sounds of country kites flying high.

My heart feels exhausted and my soul adrift.

O Evening, my love has gone so far away, for us to ever meet.
| dream of the moments of us being together.

| dream of love, of holding my lover’s hands.

But O My Love, dreams are fading with the months and days.
The passions of love, | send to the clouds and the wind.

The heart of a poet is broken.

This evening, hearing the wind and rain cry and lament.
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The day of returning,
I'm no longer a flower in full fragrance.

Wandering footsteps with a lonely heart.

The road’s far, but my heart’s still expecting.
The day of returning, | dream of us being a couple.

But alas, it's only the echoes of golden times long ago.

A poor cottage home with rain and sunshine
The evening smoke, the white clouds.

| yearn for the simplicity of those olden times.

The day of returning,

Autumn leaves are falling...

Wistful longings fill my heart.

But the sad evening drags on and on ...

My soul immersed in the realm of dream and sorrow.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFtB]xgAzwU

Vo6 Vong (Hopeless)

Poem: Mai Hoai Thu, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ngoc Quy
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Hopeless

Liberal translation by Vuong Thanh

| need you like the autumn forest need the leaves.
Like the wind and clouds want the moon passionately.
In your sad eyes, | see a faraway sky with falling rain.

Like the rolling waves in the far sea, my heart calls out your name.

You're still there somewhere, but | feels so lonely

It's really chilly with misty fog when each night arrives.
In each breath, | miss the times you were by my side.
The window to my lonely heart still left unclosed

The intoxication of wine does not warm the soul.

Love's not something, one can suppress.

| hear the sounds of music playing in the realm of fairies

Just like my lyrical verses, full of thousands of melodies.

Let's drink when our hearts feel empty.

Through the four seasons, | keep thinking about my old love
With yearnings and regrets as my feet wander in the world.
The day you left, my soul’s like falling into the abyss.

'Cause of love, | have forgotten duty calls of the National Spirit.
The day you get married, with joyous firecracker celebration

I am like a worn-out crane in a hopeless void.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujQ3Kq r oo

Hen Em Sai Gon Nam 2016 (See You, My Saigon Love,
In 2016)

Poem: Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Hoang Anh Thu
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See You, My Saigon Love, in 2016

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Forty years, why does it not just stay in the Past?

A thousand nights of yearning for a street of yesteryear!

| haven't seen you, Saigon, my love, for a long time since | left
I'm like a purple cloud floating in the silence of exile

For forty years, | have lived a wandering life to forget

Like an exiled prince alone at nights, sleepless

Sword had been sharpened but will it ever be put to the test
Do you not know our country in actuality no longer exist

To live free, many years ago, from the homeland, | had departed
And our love were then ocean-wide separated

My life here, without you, Saigon, is like half-dead

Without homeland, don’t think that living in exile is blessed

| will live to wait for the day the demons die

The patriotic anger in my heart still burns in the nights

| see the rain falling and | miss you so

Forty years, the rains still keep falling in my heart

Forty years, | promise to see you, Saigon

| cannot just write the diary of my love

A thousand years after, | would then be thought heartless

Let's together write the history pages of our Motherland.
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N U
‘ CUOI NAM |
NHIN NHUNG CHUYEN XE QUA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUTXsXcMyi0

Cu6i Nam Nhin Nhitng Chuyén Xe Qua
English Title: Year’s End, Watching the Trains Going By
Poem: Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Bao Yén
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CUOINAM
NHIN NHUNG CHUYEN XE QUA

Tho : Nguyén Thi Thanh Binh
Nhac : Vinh Pién
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Year’s End, Watching the Trains Going By

Translated by Vuong Thanh

Has the last metro train returned to the station yet?
Year's End already. Life feels so empty.
I'm still a refugee waiting and expecting....

Which train will take me back to my motherland.

Such a long time yet the train hasn't returned.
Standing here waiting, | want to cry.

Snow's falling here in the East on New Year's Eve
Stretching out my hands to catch drops of snow

Many years had passed since | left my homeland ... so long ago.

How can | know that the train will not return

A refugee only buys an one-way ticket.

Months and days, feeling like dying on the weary train of Life.
Anyhow, | will still stand and wait.

Even though already half a lifetime of exhaustion.

The night of New Year's Eve is foggy and dark.

Across the street, a homeless guy sings a sad bohemian song.

Who doesn’t know the last train will drop by here.

We do not have even half a minute to say goodbye to one another.
Whether love or hatred in our hearts, we will get onto the train.

The wind had risen. Waiting for the train to return.
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SCARS OF WAR

It'd have stopped if eclch leaf in this vast
jung'e hold those droplets of pain
Which bullets had torn her apart?
which bombs blew the earth she loves?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6TQW]-ie8w

Scars of War (Nhitng Vét Theo Chién Tranh)

Poem: Nhat Thuy Vi, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Thuy Long
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Nhiing Vét Theo Chién Tranh

Ban dich nghia clia Vuong Thanh

Anh cé thay trén con dudng dat hep

Ngon gi6 nao théi di nhitng than cay dit doan
Trong con bdo gio lanh, t6i da trd lai

DE chi nghe thay nhitng &m vang lap lai.
Anh c6 thay ngi chién tranh da cudp di
ngudi yéu cua toi, hdi thd va nhitng udc ma.
Anh c6 thay tU trong doi mat khép,

dong |é buén con chdy mai khong ngung.
Dong 1é d6 sé khong con chay

néu mdi chiéc la trong khu riing nay

chra nhitng giot dén dau.

Nhiing vién dan nao da ban cb ta tan nat

Nhirng trai bom nao da né tung manh dat than yéu?
Toi khoc cho rat nhiéu sinh mang da mat di

nhung van khéng ¢ 15i giai thich

dé lam ngudi ngoai sy dau thuong.
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SCARS OF WAR

Poem : Nhat Thuy Vi
Music : Vinh Dien
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXZxPUA4cv8

It's My Way

Poem: Nhat Thuy Vi, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong C6 Huong
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IT'S MY WAY

Poem : Nhat Thuy Vi
Music : Vinh Dien
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mine. Now life is slipping by. Time is neither yours nor mine.
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Thu Hoa Vin Tan Phudéc, Paris
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SEEKING
FOR
e WHOM

Melody by
Vinh Dien

- Interpreted by
<= Tony Manh Tuan

Recorded at
4 Quang Dat
* Music Studio

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZmZoypf BM
Seeking For Whom (Tim Ai)

Poem: Vuong Thanh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Tony Manh Tuin
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SEEKING FOR WHOM?

Poem : Viiong Thanh
Music : Vinh Dien
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Tim Ai

Nguyén tac tiéng Viét by Vuong Thanh

Tim ai trong cudc ddi nay

Tim ai trong tiéng thd dai nhe rdi ...

Tim ai gita ch6n ngan khai

Tim ai tU thud dat trgi hoang so ...

Tim ai trong c6i mit md

Tim ai ... tUr thud nguyét vira mudi lam
Tim ai diu bién ngan nam

Dong d&i mudn 16i biét tim phuong nao ...
Tim ai trong giac chiém bao

Tim ai trong van anh sao dém trudng

Tim ai, dugi bong trang sucng

Tim Huong trong Gié, tim Hon trong Hoa ...
Tim ai trgi dat bao la

Tim ai bao van nam qua van tim ...
Tim ai, ai h&i, & dau ?

Ngudi dang chai toc bén lau

Hay con say gidc mién sau ngan thu ?...
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CON GAP NHAL DAY

Tho' : Vuong Thanh - Nhac : Vinh Pién - Ca si: Ngoc Quy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFtJrgqCVt8

Con Gap Nhau Day (Still Seeing Each Other Here)

Poem: Vuong Thanh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Ngoc Quy
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Still Seeing Each Other Here

Translated by Vuong Thanh

And then one day, everyone will leave.

Like a lonely bird flying to the far, misty horizon

Who knows when! When one will meet loved ones again.
Life's not long. Why does my heart contain so much pain.
The flow of time, like the clouds’ shadows keeps drifting,
drifting to some place faraway ... so faraway.

Today, we still see each other here.
Sharing with each other a little joy.
To forget the grieves in our hearts.

Smile! My friend, do smile!

Even though the future contains lot of difficulties.
Even though Life’s filled with bitterness and sorrows.
Today, we still see each other here.

Sharing verses and songs with each other.

Smile! My friend, do smile!

‘Cause Life's like a dream.

Like the stars from millenniums ago,

sparkling in the vast night sky.

Smile! My friend! Do smile
Even though the heart’s withering
‘Cause Life's not beautiful like Poetry.
‘Cause Life's not beautiful like a Dream.
Smile! My friend, do smile!
Smile! My friend, do smile!
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CON GAP NHAU PAY

Tho : Vitong Thanh
Nhac : Vinh Dién
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L I O,

VINH®DIEN
VUGNG THANE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFFxnRFR]J5E&t=152s

Choi Voi (Feeling Adrift)

Poem: Vuong Thanh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Quang Minh
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Feeling Adrift

Translated by Vuong Thanh

The wind glides lightly over the river

The water currents keep flowing and flowing forever
My mind wanders... to some faraway sky...

Quietly listening to the waves beating on the shore,

My heart'’s filled with longings and age-old sorrows.

Alas! Ten years away from the homeland
I still feel out-of-place in this refuge city
Amidst an ocean of people,

still a lonely soul...

Amidst Life,

still feeling unsettled.

This evening, on the exiled land
Alone under the winter sky,
Feeling very small in the endless meadow of snow,

Lost in the vastness of the Infinite Universe.

Gazing at the snow flowers falling,

Like the tears in my soul...

Snow falls, snow keep falling

Feeling adrift... like the snow...
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CHOI VOI

Tho : Vwong Thanh

Nhac : Vinh £ién
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Thw Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
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o Tiéng hét VONG CO HUONG
V E D’ Tho : Vuong Thanh - Nhac : Vinh Dién

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IN3-x_p-cY

Ve Di (Let’s Return...)
Poem: Vuong Thanh, Music: Vinh Dien, Vocals: Vong Cé Huong
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Let’s Return...
Translated by Vuong Thanh

Let's return home, oh me, let's return.

Nothing remains to cherish, to keep ... from not returning
The roads of Life with its many paths of infatuated illusions.
Humanity so lukewarm, watching from the roadside ....

let's return! Return to a place of being free
Hear the pine trees singing a musical melody
Watch the white clouds floating by ....

Feel the soul floats with the wind on high

By the mountain brook,

fragrance of Poetry fills the heart and mind.

let’s return! Return to the dream realm.

From the end of the world, who lies waiting for the Moon Lady.
Millions of stars sparkling in the Milky Way.

In the vastness of Space-Time, where’s a bosom friend?

Hearing myself entering a heart melody.
Ten thousands of raindrops falling silently.
The late night dew shed tears of sorrow.

Longing for whom, do the autumn leaves wither.

Let’s return! The sea’s wide, the mountain’s high.
Return and hear the sea singing a welcome song to mankind.
Following the clouds and the sea waves, the soul floats adrift.

Miles and miles of fun roving with the Dream Moon of the poets.
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Tho : Vuong Thanh
Nhae : Vinh Pigén
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Following the clouds and the sea waves
the soul floats adrift
Mies and miles of fun roving
with the Dream Noon of the poets.
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Thu Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
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Vuong Thanh and Amy Mai, Spring in the City of Roses

and the kids, Ryan & Alan 8 years after
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Thi SiTué Nga
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Po6a Hoa Diéu Thuwong (The Wondrous Flower)

Poem gift for Musician Vinh Dien by TueNga
liberally translated by Vuong Thanh

UWords of respect and praise to the very talented musician.
Your music journey filled with wondrous flower fragrance.
In your songs, the messages of Ce ompassion and Love
FHelp case the sufferings of this world and to give us Hope.

Your affection for Poetry, Friendship, and SLife,

made manifest in your music like the warm moonlight,
Your epic-like song spreadits magic to the world,

Caﬁ’ny and praying for the “Departed, Fomeless Soutls”
with the melodizing of Nyuyen Du's verses.

Like the silver moon in the avutumn sky,

your music shines on the national spirit with pride.
This little poem gift to sincerely say Thank Tfou.

A World of Poetry,

A Sea of Musiz,

And the Glorous Sunshine of the Vietnam Sky.
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Doa Hoa Diée Tlucong

Trin Trong Kink Tiing Nhac St Vink Dien
Mwﬁi Tron Poi Cho j[Zm WNhac.

Kink Nyuvi Nhac St Tii Foa
Fank Trink Am Nhac .. tf Hoa Digu Thuiong !
Bt ngan digp khiic : Yeu Thuonyg ..
Tit Bixoa diu daw thuong coi niy,

Yeu Tho, Yeu Ban, Yeuw Do ...
Tdm tinktrang trii ... Dit, Troi Cam Thong !
?7‘%0\7% Ca bit ngdt td\ny khing
" Chicu Fon" Fuyen Nhiem hoa dong Nyuyéen D ...(1)

Nhue ?;‘dry ﬁmy bac troi Thu
Sﬂrg Fton Din Toc Thien Thu dink troi,
Chin Thank. Tho Cdam Ta Nguoi
Troi Tho, Bien Nhac, Ning Troi <V igt Nam ...

Cue Nga - @regan, 10/3/2020
(1) Van T€ Chiéu Hon Cla Nguyén Du
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Diére Thai Hoa - Hoang Hewong Trang
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Vuong Thanh - Danh Si Tai Hoa D4t Trung Ky

Foremost Persons in Music, Poetry, and the Arts from Central Vietnam

Bai tho dai la sw nguwong mo cua riéng Vwong Thanh vé nhitng nguoi rat tai hoa trong
nhitng lanh vuc : tho, nhac, hdi hoa, ca hat, ngam tho, thu phap ctia mién dia linh
nhan kiét Trung Ky.

FHoang Fuong Trang ~ viin, tho, hoi hoa, m nhac, ca hit, ngém tho, thi phiy
Viin Tan Phuic - thit hoa gia, nhac si, ca si diit Paris
FHHong Van ~ ngim tho, ca hit
FHa Thank ~ ca si ~ titng hit viot thoi gian
Thank Tri - hoa si, thi st
V@ FHoi ~ thut hoa gia, thi si, hoa s nol tieng the givi
Vink Pitn ~ nhac si, voi 60 nam am nhac, ngan ca khic.
C6 phii ching la Rhi link song niii
FHay sao Viin Xetong, V'iin Khiic soi chitu tu ngan xua
VGi dong song Fuonyg, anw dep mo mang
Foank Son himng vi, F[ An c6 kink,
Cimy nhicu eo bich middc trong, xanh
i noi bao dan# si tid hoa thank dat!
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Kia ﬁny thu hoa nﬁw@ény 3@ y)ﬁlﬂﬂ'ly PMiia
@W nét digu Ry ruc ro nhiing van tho

Dy thil. it nhic thi hoa ling dank Vie ¢

Titng dat gidi khoi nquyén hoi hoa th gidi

Mm?i sdng lp truong phii tranh Ludn Foa Vi
Ve khdi nguon Thu FHoa Vet Nam

Cho nghé thudt /gt khigp noi detpe vé vang
o@r{q thi hoa si chita chan tink qué hudong, non nudc

Jrdi dai mién man qua nhiing dng the buon,

nhiing biic tho trant...
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thee hoa Vi Hoc
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thee hoa gia, ca nhac ¢ Vin Tan Slade
N trot Au, thii: d6 Paris tran dnk sing
Bén dong song Seine mot khich tii hoa
Dong nhac kA tram hiing, Rhi ron ra, thict tha
Cing tiéng hit viit (en cao, ngot ngiwo, trim im
VG tht phip hiro hroa, tung fioink, phicu dat
INet diu mem huyén do nhiing vien tring
Nét lung link nhu giot nude song Fing
et hiwo hiing nhuc cink biing Lot gio
Cho nhitng trank tho thing hoa ric ro

@@nﬁﬂ\nyﬁéﬁtdiﬁaﬂ Yiinn T Phuode dit Paris
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thee ioa Ve Tarne Sheeese, Pards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huustP_tt78

Ngap Ngling — tha H6 Dzénh, Van Tan Phudc phé nhac va trinh bay

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEsZn1DxECY

Tim Ai - tha vuongthanh, nhac Van Tan Phudc, VTP trinh bay
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(6 nhi tho nao ,éﬁﬁ)gyéu thut phdy

C6 nha tho niw cﬁd’nytﬁz’cﬁnydmtﬁd
Co ai ngam tho hay hon nym?i?{ué
Co ngdm si nio hon duc .%ly Véire

(iin ném mui ndm vdi bao thing tram diu bé

V@n giong ngém truyen cim, ngot ngio thay

Tie Chink Phue Ngiam dén nhitng dng the say
AU thol hon vao dong chit trén trang gidy tring
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Cho (i tho viwo Kfuic thank am say diim
Nhitng ngot ngio,
nhitng cim Rhdi,
nhitng siu thong!...
NHitng nghen ngio
khic khodi giita dem suony...
WNhiong thien thu
liing dong giita cant truony...
Nhitng bénk bong,
choil vori giita troi dem thim thiim...
FHon theo cink chim bing
(Gt bien may muon dim,
vao Coi Mo tim dén cink Do Nyuyén

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0P2z2B6P]Z8

Thién Nhai D&i Tuyét, tho vuong thanh, hdng van & phan xuan thi dién ngadm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1QyjHHLa7fQ

Céi Mg, tha vuang thanh, héng véan dién ngam
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Diit diu suvi nhac thien nhién
Tiéng ca ai vong bén trien nii xanh...
L chiing titng hit Har Thank

Giiot suong trong vit, néing lank som mai

Lt chiing ca Khidic thien thaif

Div ém, luygén iy cho nqui mé man
L day Tieng Fit & uot Thii Gian
By muoi mix viin nhue ning hai mui

Thank, trong va ngot tuyét voi

Ru ta ve lai mot thoi xa xua

Mot thot FHué dep trong Mo
Cii ho tiéng hit bén bo song Fuong

PBao ta do tring vin viong
Thutot tha, yéu digu sin triong li bay...
Futong tho ngio ngat ding diy con tim..
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTLyBKX4xA8

(Thién Thai - tiéng hat Ha Thanh)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtSdLdZ3eVw
Nhac Xua 30 bai — Ha Thanh trinh bay

201



40 Selected Songs by Vinh Dien 4 “Vicang Ghank

Bube vio mot coi tho tink
Tty Ca tha thict trien micn cung siu (Hodng Heeong Irang)
AU ngudi ni si dem thiu
Dat dao tim su, ‘chén tink daw” ngdm ngiii
"Soi Guong Uong Ruwon”, chot cuzi
Tho Say chit ngit, ai ngui nit so
Tho viin nhac hoa, ngim, ca
Kiém them thu php, tid oa khiong cing
PBao nhiiéu nght thuat tink thong
“Troi xank quen thii md hong dink ghen”
Puiing dbi lin din nki duyén
Pem bao thwng cim giti Ank vao tho

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cph9Vpy5bw

Uéng Rwou Ngim Tuyét
tho viong thanh, Hoang Huong Trang dién ngam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrNN7y5kDvU

Nit S Hoang Huong Trang viét va doc 16i bat cho tap tho
Lac Budc Bao Nguyén caa VT, nam 2000
dé vao day lvu niém nguoi nit si tai hoa.
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clarn &uyp Nee Jr .%dly .%‘l’ﬁly/ g;(algy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARb4y030A40

Hoang Huong Trang
ngam tho “Ké O” ctia Quang Diing trong bang tho dau tay ctia Hong Van
hat ca khtic Sau Con Bao Td va Ty Ba Hanh
tai nha VT, thau truedce 75.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlB0zAlj-MM

Soi Gwong Udng Rugu — Hoang Huong Trang
Tac gia trinh bay trong hoi tho Quynh Dao, 1974
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Trank néwo téa nét diem mo
Nang Ougnk ngan ngdt futong xua din dang
Ao huuyon nhuc dnki tring ngan
Luing link song mdsc gon ngan nh thuong
Pai ditong biit ngdt ménk mong
Link FHon Ciia Bien say hon tho ai
Tbc xank muon giot song cai
Bong benk cing dng miy troi nhe troi
Tranh Thank Tré¢ Dep Tuyet Vi (6)
Teting nhuc din hign nu cutdi nang tring...
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%:di Q‘anc ﬂgam tfza
Leanby %ﬁ{lﬂﬁ; %”u;-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weZy81Im2]M
bai tho Quynh Nwong, cam t4c tir btc tranh, Bich Ngoc dién ngam

Nguyén Cau Hoa Binh - Thanh Tri
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Nguon nhac naw trio ding nhu thic do
Nt dong song chiy vé chon xa xim
FHon nim muwi nim véi khodng ngan ca khiic
Bt bao nhicu (i nhac dep tuyét vii
“Bai Ca Ftoa Bink', diy tiong goi yéu thiong
Chan chia infi qué huiong, nhin loail...
WGt thuomg 61 di”, Khiic tini ca chit ngiit
Py iy men tink vie nhitng noi chua cay ...
Tic nhitng tritong ca bit ngdt tink song niii
V@ nhitng bin fnk ca day mat ngot tink yéu
Vi nhitng bid tho ngdt huong thicn vi digu
Cho db i tho liAnki ngie
Déwphs thank giai digu thiét tha
Chiing c6 gi lam khi ditoc nguvi nhac st ti ba
Ciing vdi tam long nhin dGi
PDem tad néing phung s nhin sink
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chan dung Vinh Dien - Thanh Tri

Ph5 cho nhicu nha tho

Cénﬁzbym%iw@nﬁtr{yﬁ'nﬁ
Xin moi vao trang nha Vink Diére

o[d’ny nghe dong song nhac ménh mony...

Vuong Thanh,
Thién Nhai, 8/24/2020
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Thw Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
qua tranh thu hoa dau tién anh Phudc ting VT
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Thu Hoa Vin Tan Phudc, Paris
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Other Books Published by Vuong Thanh

A C‘-;cll‘de.l’\ Of \r"il!+l‘l(ll‘|‘\l{5('.

Lyrics & Verse

et

A Garden of Viethamese Lyrics & Verse, Volume 1 (Khu Vudn Tho Nhac Viét Nam),
compiled & translated by Vuong Thanh, printed and distributed by Amazon.
e Bilingual Edition (song ngi), published in 2109.
e Paperpack & Kindle Editions (banin va ban dién tu)
e 620 pages (620 trang)
e Size:6x 1.55x 9 inches
e 152 poems and songs by nearly 100 authors from the 14" century to the present,
including these well-known poets and musicians: Nguyén Du, Tran Hung Dao,
Nguyén Cong Tr(, Ba Huyén Thanh Quan, H6 Xuan Huong, Vi Hoang Chuang,
Pinh Hung, Ha Thugng Nhan, Nguyén Binh, Tué Nga, Tham Tam, Ngé Thuy Mién,
Pham Duy, TU Céng Phung, Van Cao, Thé LT, TTKh, Van Tan Phudc, Vi HGi, Vinh DBién,
Phan Kham, Phan Anh Diing, Doan Chuan, Béng H6, Han Mac T(, Du T Lé, H6 Dzénh,
Lam Phuaong, Cung Tién, Nguyén Sa, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Nguyén Khuyén, etc.
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The Tale of Kieu
by Nguyen Du
Book 1: lines 1 - 524

The Tale of Kieu by Nguyen Du, Book 1: lines 1 - 524, Translated by Vuong Thanh

The first 524 lines of The Tale of Kieu by Nguyen Du, an all-time masterpiece of Vietnamese
literature, are translated in this 56-pages bilingual book, which is free for all to read and share.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yswLIbwM2pSTxvfG1tPkvp8SJAhUAuio/view?usp=sharing

Dark, Gloomy Pages of Vietnamese History
A long narrative poem by Nguai Viét Tha Huong in Vietnamese and English.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JydY6g0T9BYgHF45t3sE-rwlxuADZAER/view?usp=sharing
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VAN TE THAP LOAI CHUNG SINH
-t

BN
-.ﬁ" ! Nl
'Y s b J i}-‘! ) -
Tac gia : Dai thi hao NGUYEN DU
Viét thanh truong khiic : Vinh Dién
(Phé nhac nguyén ban bai Van Té)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evF4j2Nn9eo&t=1253s

Bai Van Té gom | 84 €au tho chii Nom, song that luc bat.
C6 thé chia lam 4 phan, trong trudng khiic nay tam dat Ién la:

Phan | (20 cdu) : Chiéu Thu Thang Bay
Phan 2 (116 céu) : Thap Loai C6 Hén
Phéan 3 (20 cu) : Thé Luong/Tham Jhiét

Phan 4 (28 cau) : Xin Budc Giai Thoat

8, jl\..‘ o ‘2

\i

A ThuEhien T3%ham -
Céc ca i Kim Khanh, Lé Bao;:Théi Hoa va Pang Hiéu.
| Hoa am, phoi khi :
Ns Kién Thanh. Thu dm va mix : Phong thu V&V
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