Mot P& Cho Nghé Thuat va Niv Quyén
MARY CASSATT:
Hoa SiVa Thu An Hoa An Twong My
Swu khao caa Pham Trong Lé

Tiéu s

Mary Cassatt la mét hoa si c6 6c doc lap, dung thanh qua nghé thuat va
uy tin cd géng vuot qua thanh kién bat céng va quan niém thién can dbi voi
phu nir trong gia dinh, va ngoai xa hoi, & cudi thé ky 19, thi ma mét sé tap
tuc bat cong da thanh né nép va dwoc xa héi coi 1a hién nhién.

N&m 16 tudi, Mary xin hoc tai Pennsylvania Academy du than phu khéng
mudn cbé hoc hdi hoa dé& thanh chuy&n nghiép, nhwng vén quyét tam, va
wong nganh, va dwoc ba me cé 6c cép tién vé khd nang nguwdi phu niv
nang d&, Mary Cassatt da theo dudi s& thich va khi da tao cho minh mét
kha nang virng vang trong nganh hoa An Twong, la dia hat dwgc cong
nhan cda cac danh hoa Phap, ni¥ hoa si da dung danh tiéng va uy tin dé
ang hé ni quyén va la nguwdi chi chét trong viéc gitp dan ching Hoa Ky
hiéu thém vé nghé thuat hdi hoa néi chung va hoa phai An Twong néi riéng.

Mary Cassatt, nguyén ca tén la Mary Stevenson Cassatt, sinh 22 thang 5,
1844 tai Allegheny City gan thanh phé Pittsburgh, tiéu bang Pennsylvania.
MAt ngay 4 thang 6, 1925, gan Paris, tho 82 tudi. Nha b&o va phé binh
nghé thuat Phéap, Gustave Geffroy, viét rang ba la mét trong ba phu ni tién
phong, ¢ tai va anh hwéng Ién cia trwéng phai 4n twong “Les trois
grandes dames de I'lmpressionnisme” (en.wikipedia.org). Mary Cassatt co
biét tai vé nhirng canh san soc triu mén gitra me con. Nam 1879 ba dwoc
so sanh v&i hoa si phai An twong ndi danh Edgar Degas ngu®i Phap vi ca
hai tim cach md t& dang diéu, anh sang va cach bé cuc dé tai méi mé nhat.
Tw dién Larousse viét Cassatt nhan nhirng 1&i ¢ van tv hoa si Edgar
Degas va ndi bat trong nhém hoa s trwdng phai An Twong. (Elle recut les
conseils de Degas et s’illlustra au sein du groupe impressionniste).



Mary Cassatt twhoa c. 1878, lic dé khodng 34 tudi.
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (fr.wikipedia.org)

Gia Dinh

Mary Cassatt sinh trong mét gia dinh thwong lwu tredng gid va bao tha.
Than phy, 6ng Robert Simpson Cassatt, thanh dat trong nganh ngan hang
chuyén vé chirng khoan va dau tw dat dai (land speculator and
stockbroker). Gia dinh thuéc dong ho ngw¢i Phap Huguenots nam 1662 t&i
New Amsterdam, vung dat dinh cw cla nguwdi Hoa Lan (Dutch) & mém
phia Nam Manhattan Island (New York bay gi®). Ba me tén la Katherine
Stevenson Johnson (Cassatt) thudc gia dinh lam chd ngan hang, gbc T6-
Céch-Lan (Scotland), doc nhiéu, uyén bac, néi thong thao tiéng Phap. Ong
ba cé 7 ngwdi con nhwng hai ngudi chét khi con tho, va ba la ngwdi c6 anh
hwéng rat Ién déi véi co con gai mé nghé thuat. Ngwdi anh ca cla cd tén la
Alexander Johnston Cassatt, hoc ky sw tai Dlrc, lam cha tich dwdng xe Ira
Pennsylvania Railroad, goi tét 1a Pensy. Xay nam 1846, Pensy la cong ty
duwong xe Itra I&n nhat Hoa Ky vé tai san va doanh thu.

L&n 1én trong mot gia dinh gidu c6, coi du lich 1a mét phan gido duc khong
thé thiéu, nén Mary Cassatt lGc mé&i 7 tudi dwoc sang Au chau 4 nam, ngu
tai ba thanh phé London, Paris va Berlin. Trong théi gian nay, ¢d hoc tiéng
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Durc, tiéng Phép, vé va am nhac. Nam 1855, gia dinh quyét dinh vé My,
nhwng trén dwéng vé, ghé lai Paris, va c6 da téi xem Hoi Cho Trién Lam
Thé Gisi Paris World Fair (Exposition Universelle). Dip nay Mary dwoc xem
nhitng hoa phdm cda cac hoa si ndi danh nhw hoa si tan cd dién neo-
classical Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres (1780-1867) - The Valpingon
Bather (1808), Louvre; Eugéne Delacroix (1798-1863) - Liberty Leading the
People (1830), Louvre; Camille Corot (1796-1875) - Souvenir of
Mortefontaine (1864), Louvre; va Gustave Courbet (1819-1877) - The
Artist’s Studio, 1855, Musée d’Orsay, Paris). Tai khu trién 1am héi hoa trong
Ho6i Cho Thé Gidi, cb hoa si twong lai 11 tudi nay co6 thé da gdp hoa si va
4n hoa Edgar Degas va hoa si Camille Pissarro, la nguoi cé tranh dugc
chon va trwng bay trong Phong Trién LaAm & Héi Cho, va sau thanh ban
than va cb van cta Mary. (link: en.wikipedia.org - Mary Cassatt)

Tré vé Pittsburgh ndm 16 tudi, Mary Cassatt xin ghi tén hoc vé tai trudng
Cao dadng My Thuat Pennsylvania -Academy of the Fine Arts tai
Philadelphia. Néu chi hoc v& nhw mét tai khéo [a mét phan cta nén giao
duc mét phu ni¥ thwong lwu, thi 6ng bb cho phép, nhwng khi Mary muédn xin
vao hoc tai Trwong Cao Dang My Thuat thi 6ng khéng muén Ong ba so
con gai bj ‘tiém nhiém’ nhirng tw twdng nam ni binh quyen (feminist ideas)
va cach sbéng phong ting (bohemian behavior) ctia mét sé nam sinh vién
luc dé.

Nhin Thay Nhirng Bat Binh Pang

Nhwng cd khéng nghe 1&i cha, tinh wong nganh cb hoc tr 6ng. Chi c6
20% sinh vién 1a nt, va da sb nir sinh vién lGc d6 coi my thuat hoi hoa la
mot ky nang co gia tri xa hdi, nhwng it nguwdi nhw Mary Cassatt coi héi hoa
la nghé dé sé theo dudi subt doi. Trong mdt cubn video vé doi Cassatt, khi
nguwoi chau gai hdi néu deo dudi hdi hoa con chuyén gia dinh con céi thi
sao, Mary tra 1&i “My arts are my children” (Mary Cassatt: the American
Impressionist Documentary, phu chu 4a). Cb6 hoc 4 nam tai trwdng Cao
Pang My Thuat tr 1861 dén 1865, thdi gian nay tring véi thei gian cla
cudc Noi Chién Hoa Ky. Tét nghiép thé nhét trong nhém ni sinh vién
nhwng that vong vi thay viéc hoc hdi qua cham, co tinh cach han-lam va
nhiéu han ché va lic 4y, thai do ké ca miét thi n¥ sinh vién ctia mét sé nam
dong mén, Cassatt noi: “Trwong nay Chang day gi ca. N& sinh vién khong
duwoc vé nguwdi mau khda than va méi vé sau chi dwoc vé ngwdi mau nir,
con phan Ién hoc vé qua nhirng birc twong.” (Xem thém: Wikipedia muc
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“Women at the Academy” trong Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts
(PAFA) vé gi¢i han co hdi hoc héi ma nir sinh vién phai nhan).

Thoi Hoc Va Sang Phap

Cudc No&i chién chdm dat, Mary Cassatt quyét dinh théi hoc tai
Philadephia va sang Paris & cung ba me va ban gia dinh déng vai
chaperon vi lic d6 cac tiéu thw hay cac ba khéong dwgc modt minh ra
duwong. Nhung luc 4y Ecole des Beaux-Arts tai Paris chwa nhan nir sinh
vién. Phai ch® dén ndm 1898 nir sinh vién méi dwoc nhan cho ghi danh
nhw nam sinh theo bai bao cia Matilde Saunier, “L’Entrée des femmes a
I'Ecole des Beaux-Arts, une histoire différée,” link: deuxieme-temps.com).
Hay c6 thé xem trong Encyclopedia of Art History - phu cha 3.
link: visual-art-cork.com dwéi tiéu dé Ecole des Beaux-Arts.

Vi trwéng Cao Dang My Thuat Paris chwa nhan ni sinh vién, nén Mary
Cassatt dung hai cach:

- Th& nhat 1a xin hoc tw v&i méay hoa-sw cla trwong My Thuat, trong sb dé
c6 dwoc hoa sw va diéu khac ndi tiéng Jean-Léon Gérdme nhan day riéng.
{Hoa sw Jean-Léon Gérome (1824-1904) ndi tiéng vé hoa va diéu khac
twong, chi nhan day mét sé it sinh vién. Ong cé phong vé ngay trong Salon.
Vi 6ng c6 v& mét sb chan dung cla cac nha qui téc, va la thwong khach
cta hoang hau Eugenie nén uy tin rat Ién. Tac phdm The Slave Market
1886, Oil on canvas, Clark Art Institute, Williamstown, Massachusetts, U.S.
(link: en.wikipedia under Jean-Léon Géréme, The Slave Market) va buc
Truth Coming Out Of Her Well (Nang Sy That Buéc Ra Khéi Giéng). Hoa
sw Gérdme ndi tiéng vé k§ thuat siéu thuc t& hyper-realistic technique va 1a
mét gido sw thwong thang véi nhitng dé tai academic, lich st, Déng
phwong (Orientalism) va than thoai, nhw twong Pygmalion and Galatea.
(link: en.wikipedia / Jean-Léon Gérome.) }

- Th& hai la tw trau dbi kha nang bang cach xin dwoc phép mang gia vé vao
vé lai (copy), ‘tai tao’ nhirtng birc hoa clia cac hoa si bac thay trong bao
tang Louvre la noi phu nir dwgc gap va tro chuyén véi gidi thwdng ngoan
va hoa sf, cd nam 1an n, ma nhirng noi gap mat bén ngoai nhw phong tra
la noi con gai nha gia giao mot minh it khi bwédc vao, trie phi cé ban trai hay
chéng dan dén.
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Cudi nam 18686, Mary vao hoc l&p day vé cla hoa sw Charles Joshua
Chaplin, chuyén vé Genre art hay Genre-painting, 16i v& ta nhirng canh
cbng viéc hang ngay, cho bua, trong nha, ngoai dwéng phd. Thi du vé 16i
vé genre painting cta Charles Chaplin (French 1825-1891, The Daughter of
the Painter, Private collection, 1881) Xem: en.wikipedia.org / Chaplin’s La
Fille du Peintre.

Mary Cassatt cling hoc v&i hoa si Phap Thomas Couture (1815-1879), (giai
thwéng Prix de Rome vé& hoa), ma chi dé la lang man va dé thi. Trong
nhirtng budi vé déng qué thwc tap, sinh vién vé nhitng ngudi néng dan
dang lam ddng ang hay nhirng hoat ddng thwéerng ngay.

Nam 1868, Iic cd 22 tudi, mét birc tranh cta Mary tén la The Mandolin
Player, dwoc ban giam khdo ciia Salon chon dé trung bay. Cassatt [a mét
trong hai n&* hoa si My 14n dau tién cé tranh dwoc ban giam khao chon dé
trwng bay & Phong tranh Salon de Paris.

(The Mandolin Player, c. 1872, t thuc, chdn dung, son dau trén vai bé,
private collection. / 64.media.tumblr.com).

C6 hoa phdm dwoc chon trién 1am tai Salon de Paris [a mét vinh dw cho
mot hoa s va mot bwdc dau trong sy nghiép. Nhwng trong ban giam khao
chon tac phadm con c6 vj c6 thanh kién miét thi khd nang mét ni hoa si, va
lai dat ra mot sé diéu ‘cAm’ nhw hoa si gtvi tAic phdm dén: khong vé mau
twoi, khédng dwa ra nhirng dé tai mai la, va khéng thi nghiém cach vé mai.
Tuy sau nay tdc phdm cda Cassatt dwoc Ban Giam khdo chon, nhw nhw
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Two Women Throwing Flowers at the Carnival (1871) va bic The Loge
(1879), nhwng nhirng go b6 clta Salon 1a dau médi cta nhirng bat man va
chi trich ctia Mary Cassatt vi hoa si khéng mudn udn minh chiéu theo doi
hoi dwong thoi.

Hai nam sau, 1870, mét tac pham thr hai dwoc chon. T d6, trong 10 ndm,
Mary gt hoa phdm cho Phong Trién Lam Tranh Salon, nhwng bwc minh
khi giao tiép véi phong tranh vi thai do khinh thwéong, va ton trong qui-wéc
cb dién cta ban Giam khao.

N&m 26 tubi Mary Cassatt tr& vé My vao cudi mua hé 1870 - vi chién tranh
Ph&p-Phé bung nd 16n - va & véi gia dinh tai Altoona, Pennsylvania. Ong
bd van phan déi viéc Mary chon héi hoa lam nghé sinh séng ctia minh bang
cach chi cung cép tién chi tiéu cho nhu ciu can ban nhuwng khéng cho tién
mua vat liéu dé vé. Co gtri hai hoa phém cho mét Phong Tranh & New
York, va dwoc nhiéu nguoi khen nhung khéng cé nguwdi mua. Theo gido
sw Jeanne A. Ojala, c6ng chung My ndi chung luc d6 chwa cé ai gioi thiéu
hay hwéng dan dé biét thwéng thirc hdi hoa (untutored American public)
phu chu 2.

Budn vi thiéu co hdi di quan sat kj cac hoa phdm nhw mét cach hoc hai
trong khi & biét thy mua hé danh cho cd, Mary viét trong mét la thw: “Téi da
bd phong vé va xé blirc hoa tdi v& Cha tdi va trong sau tuan nay, t6i khong
mé t&i cay co ndo... ... chi mong tré lai Au chau...”

Nam 29 tudi, Mary di Chicago dé thtr th&i van va nhan vé mét bire hoa Ién
trén twong cho Woman’s Building trong Hoi Cho Trién Lam Thé Gidi -
Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition - ndm 1893, dé ky niém 400 nam
Christopher Columbus tim ra M§ chau. Ban td chrc Gy nhiém cho hai niv
hoa si tré vé hai blrc bich hoa Murals cho Toa nha Phu N&r Woman’s
Building trong Hoi Cho. Birc clia Mary Cassatt nhan d& The New Woman,
twong phan véi bire kia, nhan dé Phu N Ban So The Primitive Woman, do
hoa si Mary MacMonnies vé. Hai birc Murals cé tinh cach ngu ngon
allegorical, dwoc thi nghiém bang 16i v& An twong. Blirc vé trén twong clha
Cassatt chi d& Nguwoi Phu Nz Méi vé may thiéu nir dang hai ‘trai cay Kién
thirc va Khoa hoc.’ Hai birc murals sau bi pha di khi cac tdoa nha cua cuéc
Trién La&m bi dep bd. Tuy nhién birc anh chup con cho thay nhirng chi tiét
cua hai bic Murals (Phu cha 6b: xem K.L. Nichols, comp.,“Mary Cassatt’s
Lost Mural and Other Exhibits at the 1893 Exposition,” va “Cassatt’s
Modern Woman” trong tiéu muc Women’s Art at the World’s Columbian
Exposition, Chicago 1893 (link: website Home Page of K. Nichols at
arcadiasystems.org)
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May thay c6 dwgc Giam Muc Michael Domenec cai quan gido phan
Pittsburgh Gy nhiém cbng tac vé lai hai birc hoa dang treo trén twong nha
the ciia hoa si Y théi Phuc Hung sinh khodng ndm 1489 tén 1a Antonio da
Correggio & Parma, ltaly, va rng trweédc ngan khoan da cho Mary Cassatt di
dwong va an & moét phan thoi gian & ltaly. “Oil Téi phét cudng Ién vi mudn
lam viéc, ngon tay ngdra ngay, mat toi tra 16 khi lai duoc trong thdy mét bic
tranh dep.” (en.wikipedia.org)

(Chu thich cho du khach sanh &n: Parma ndi tiéng vé dac san jambon
Prosciutto di Parma.)

Gia Nhap Phai An Twong Impressionism Va Pwoc BD6n Nhan Néng
Nhiét

Vira sang Au chau dwoc may thang vao mua thu ndm 1871, twong lai
Mary Cassatt sang stGa han 1én. Birc hoa c6 tén Two Women Throwing
Flowers During Carnival dwgc don nhan nE“)ng nhiét tai Cudc Trién Lam
tai Salon ndm 1872, luc 4y cd m&i 28 tudi va hoa phadm cé6 ngudi mua.
(picture  realism in Oil on canvas 655 x 546 oc¢om -
https://www.wikiart.org/en/mary-cassatt/)

C6 ciling dwoc gi¢i hoi hoa tai Parma hoan nghénh néng nhiét va hét long
ang hd vi ai cling mudn dwoc biét hoa si tré nay. Hoan tat cdng tac ‘tai tao’
hai blrc hoa cta hoa si Correggio, va sau khi nép cho vi Giam Muc, Mary
sang Madrid va Seville vai thang. Tai day cd vé lai mét sé hoa phdm cda
hoa si Tay Ban Nha va hoan thanh méy birc hoa nhw birc Spanish Dancer
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Wearing a Lace Mantilla (1873) son dau 25 5/8 x 19 ¥ hién trwng tai the
National Museum of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.
(Link: americanart.si.edu)

Hai nam sau c6 quyét dinh dinh cw han tai Phap. Lan nay c6 c6 chj Lydia
cung sang, hai chi em & chung mét apartment I&n c6 ca phong vé va phong
cho ngu®i quan gia. Mary mé mét hoa that nhé (studio) tai Paris va trong
thdi gian nay quen biét Abigail, em gai Louisa May Alcott - lGc d6 dang hoc
v&. Van si Louisa May Alcott 1a tiéu thuyét gia My ndi tiéng v&i tac phdm
Little Women.

Nhin Thay Bat Cong, Long Miét Thi Va Phé Binh Béc Trwc

Mary c6 nhirng I&i chi trich ma ban cd 1a hoa si Sartin cho 1a thiéu té nhi
vé thai do chinh tri ciia ban Giam khao Iwa tranh cho Salon de Paris, va vé
xu hwéng thwdng ngoan tranh lic dy. Mary phé binh rang cac tac pham
cta cac hoa si phai ni» thwong bi gat bd va khinh miét, néu khdng quen biét
ai @ trong ban Gidm khao Salon hay cé ngw®i nao bao trg. Nam 1877 khi
Cassatt 33 tudi, cac tac phdm g t&i Salon tham dy déu khéng dwoc ban
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Giam kh&o chon va ké tir nam 4y, hoa si khéng con glri hoa phdm dén ban
giam khao Salon.

Trong khi nghé nghiép dang “xubng déc,” cd dwoc hoa si Edgar Degas moét
ancient éléve cla trwong Ecole des Beaux-Arts, gidi thiéu voi cac hoa si
phai An Twong, ma mét sd hoa si da cé dip trwng bay tadc phdm va chinh
ho ciing bi dwong thdi ché va coi nhw “cé binh vé méat.” Trong cudc trién
lam nam 1879 -- tuy vdng mét cac hoa si An Twong nhw Renoir, Sisley,
Manet va Cézanne, vi lic d6 ho dang cd gang dé dwoc Salon nhan tac
phadm cla ho, nhung nhém hoa si Impressionnistes cla Degas ban dwoc
nhiéu tranh va c6 |&i. Hai hoa si Degas va Cassatt dwoc phé binh 1a hai
hoa si duy nhét d3 té ra xuat sac.

Mary Cassatt trwng 11 btrc, gdm ca bire Lydia ngdi ghé loge, deo chudi hat
trai. (Woman with a Pearl Necklace in a Loge - en.wikipedia.org)

pr Dt et
Woman with a Pearl Necklace in a Loge
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Cac nha phé binh bay gi® nhan rang Cassatt “dung mau twei qua,” va
nhirng brc hinh chan dung cda hoa si “that qua” (accurate) (“...her colors
were too bright and that her portraits were too accurate to be flattering to
the subjects...”) Tiép theo, co tham gia vao bon trong tam cudc trién 1am
cta nhéom An Twong va tich cwe hoat dong cho nhém t¢i nam 1886. Co
cling c6 céng nhd anh Alexander, chu tich dwong xe Itra Pensy, quen biét
nhiéu, gi&i thiéu cac hoa phadm cda phai An twong véi gidi thwong lwu tai
Hoa Ky. Phan I&n cac tdc phdm cua cac hoa si 4n twong dwoc Harry
Havemeyer ma ba vo Louisine Elder Havemeyer, mét nguoi swu tam tranh,
va |a ban than dwoc Mary Cassatt ¢d van dé swu tdm nhiéu tranh gia tri.
Gia dinh Havemeyer dai phu gia, lam chd céng ty dwdng Hoa Ky American
Sugar Refining Company. Sau nay nhitng hoa phdm dwoc tdng cho
Metropolitan Museum of Art & New York. Nh& vay ma mét sb Ién cac hoa
phadm cuda trwong phai An Twong hién cé mét tai nhiéu bao tang vién Hoa
Ky.

Sau 1886, 42 tubi, Cassatt khédng coi minh nhu thuéc mét hoa phai nao va
thir thi nghiém véi mét s k§ thuat méi nhw &n hoa theo 16i vé clia hoa sw
Nhat Utamano va Toyokuni.

Lap Trwong Binh Pang Nam Nir va Quan Piém “Phu Nir M&i”

Vuot qua dugc nhivng tré ngai va thanh cong vé nhitng hoa pham véi 16i
vé doc dao, Mary Cassatt dung uy tin vé nghé thuat ung hé nhitng phong
trdo Binh Dang Nam N bang cach manh bao tranh d4u bao vé nir quyén
binh dang v&i nam gidi trong thap nién 1840s, nhw ghi danh hoc dai hoc va
chinh sach gido duc chung cho ca nam nir tai Obelin, va University of
Michigan. Twong tw, tai cac trwdng dai hoc danh riéng cho nir sinh vién
nhw Vassar (1861), Smith (1875), va Wellesley (1870) cung thanh lap vao
nhirng ndm nay, Cassatt cling doi cdng bang trong viéc cap hoc béng du
khao cho nir sinh vién trong nhirng nam 1860s va nhét la ang hd phong
trao doi quyén phu ni¥ di bau (women’s suffrage) trong nhirng thap nién
1910s.

Ngwéi ‘Phu Nir Mé&i’ - The New Woman
Cassatt nhan nhirng hoa si va hoa sw nhw Ellen Day Hale, Elizabeth

Coffin, Elizabeth Nourse va Cecillia Beaux la twong trwng cho hinh anh
nguwdi Phu Nr M&i, va nhat la qua anh huwdng sdu dam cda ba me la ba
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Katherine Cassatt, ngui tin 1 phai gido duc phu ni thanh ngwdi am hiéu,
thong thao va la ngwdi tham gia tich cwc trong gi¢i thuwong lwu vao céng
tac x4 hoi. Blrc hoa ba me ngdi doc bao Le Figaro cla Phap twong trung
mét mau phu ni tri thiec am twdng nik quyén nhw nam gidi.

‘Reading ‘Le Flgaro by Mary Cassatt, 1878 Credlt Collection Mrs. Eric
de Spoelberch, Haverford, Pennsylvania - en.wikipedia.org). Blrc bich hoa
The New Woman trong Chicago World Columbian Exposition cling dwoc
hoa si coi 1a biéu twong cho quyén tw do hoc héi va hiéu biét ctia nguoi
Phu nr mai, khac véi hinh anh xwa 1a gidi han trong gia dinh va day do
con cai.

Méi Lién hé vé&i hoa si Degas

Khi Mary Cassatt dwgc Salon de Paris chon cho trwng bay bic The
Mandolin Player, va sau nay birc The Loge, Degas xem réi khen “Voila une
femme qui sent comme moi!” Here is a woman who feels as | do. Hai nguoi
cébng tac véi nhau trong mét thdi gian dai, hoa that gan nhau va Degas
thwong téi xem studio ctia Cassatt cho y klen va giup klem ngwoi mau. Hai
nguwdi c6 nhiéu y twdng va s& thich gibng nhau vé nghé thuat va van
chwong vi ¢a hai cung cé gia dinh phong Iwu dw dat, cung hoc vé & Y, cé
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éc doc lap, thi nghiém véi nhivng gi méi, 16i vé cta phai An Twong ma
Degas dwoc coi la mét hoa si tién phong.

Vé héi hoa, Degas la nguoéi giéi thiéu Cassatt dén véi ky thuat dung phéan
mau (Pastels), va phép khdc hoa (engravings) la ky thuat Cassatt hap thu
va thanh thao nhanh chéng.

Mary Cassatt la ban than nhwng khéng phai ngwéi yéu cia Degas. V&i kinh
nghiém da trng hoc tai Ecole des Beaux-Arts, hon Mary Cassatt 10 tudi,
Degas chi dan cho Cassatt vé Pastels va 16i khac hoa engravings. Nguoc
lai v& phan minh, Cassatt 1a chi chét trong viéc gitp ban hoa pham cla
Degas va dé bat hoa phadm ctia 6ng va nhirng hoa phdm ctia cac hoa si An
twong khac cho gi¢i thwdng ngoan danh hoa tai Hoa Ky.

Young Girlin a Large Hat Francoise Holding a Dog.
Credit: Huntington Library, Art Museum and Botanical Garden.

Ca hai déu thich vé& chan dung tuy dé tai khac nhau. Sau khi cha me va chj
gai Lydia sang & Paris & chung, thi ba nguwoi: Edgar, Mary va Lydia,
thwong vao bao tang Louvre cung nhau nghién cu cac birc danh hoa.
Mary cling vé birc chan dung Self-Portrait (on gouache va mau nwéc).

Hai ngwoi cong tac chat ché trong thoi gian 1879-80 khi Cassatt hoc va
nadm virng phép khac hoa tai nha in nhé cda Degas, dung dung cu va may
in chia 6ng va hoc phwong phap etching plate (khac trén ban déng).

Subt doi Mary van git» cadm tinh sau dam nghé nghiép véi Edgar du ¢6 lic
ca hai khéng cong tac. Ban tinh ca hai déu phé binh thdng than, wong
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buwéng, say mé nghé thuat nhwng ho cling cé ltc bat ddng y kién nhw vé vu
an xt&r Dreyfus, mét si-cang-dan cua gi¢i quan sy Phap sau dwoc van hao
Emile Zola bénh vuc trong 1a thw J'Accuse...! Mary tin 1a vi dai Gy vo toi;
Degas nghi ngwoc lai. M6t chuyén niva 1a nhirng I&i phé binh cé y chbng
phu ni (antifemale) ctia Degas nhu khi 6ng ché may bic tranh vé phu niy
hai trai cay (Two Women Picking Fruit) cia Mary Cassatt (“No woman has
the right to draw like that”). Dau c6 lic b4t hoa, ho van gilr tinh ban va hoc
hai nghé nghiép cho t&i khi Degas mét ndm 1917. Mary Cassatt néi: “Ong
la nguwoi hidu y toi va khdng ai thay thé dwoc.”

Nhitng Nam Cubi Do

Nam 1893, Itc do 49 tudi, ba van tiép tuc vé cho dén nam trén luc tuan.
Noi tiéng nhét trong nhiéu tac phdm cha ba 1a nhirng birc vé chi dé me con
v&i nhirng nét mém mai véi mau va anh sang tad dwoc nét san soc triu mén
gitra me va con, nhat la vé mim mim ngay tho ctia mot em nhd.

- Drypoint and aquatint ky thuat khac ngoi kim loai va khac axit

Nhirng ndm 1890s khi ba chuyén vé vé chi dé& Me Con (Thi du: blc
Mother and Child, before the Pool- Me va con trudc bé boi ¢.1898) ba dung
ky thuat drypoint and aquatint trén gidy.

Phu cha: drypoint 1a mét ky thuat khic hoa trong nganh dd hoa con goi la
“kh&c ngodi khd” theo d6 mét hinh anh dwoc khac vao mét ban in bang bat
v& cé miii kim nhon bang kim loai séc hay kim cwong va hoa si khac nhirng
duwong séng doc theo nhirng lubng d& nguyén thanh ban in. Theo truyén
thdng nhirng ban in lam bang déng, nhung bay gid thay bang acetate, kém
(zinc) hay plexiglass. Giébng nhw ky thuat_etching (khac axit) nhwng dé nadm
virtng hon. Ngudn: Wikipedia “technique on drypoint in arts.” Aquatint: birc
tranh khac theo qué trinh dung axit nitric khac trén ban déng. Xem Art
Encyclopedia. Hodc xem video nhan dé& “How Rembrandt Made His
Etching” youtube.com. Trinh bay: Alexander Massouras.
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N/

(Mother and Child Befdre the Pool
Brooklyn Museum - en.wikipedia.org)

(The Child’s Bath 1893 son dau tén vai bé, khé 39x26 in.,

truieng tai Art Institute of Chicago. Link: en.wikipedia under Mary Cassatt)



Woman Bathing (La Toilette) 1890-1891,
Drypoint and aquatint print, Metropolitan Museum of Arts.

Chiu &nh huwéng vé ky thuat drypoint va theo 16i 4n hoa clia hai danh hoa
Nhat Utamano va Toyokuni, Ba dwoc goi la “Ambassadrice de
L’Impressionnisme aux Etats-Unis d’Amérique,” vi nh& ba ma gi¢i thuwdng
ngoan nghé thuat tai Hoa Ky dwoc biét dén hoa phdm An Twong cla céc
hoa si Phap. (Source: en.wikipedia.org under Mary Cassatt)

Trong cudc du lich sang Egypt 1910, ngwoi anh ba la Gardner di cung dot
ngdt bi binh va nd3m sau mat tai Paris. BA méat cadm hung sang tao, khéng
phai chi vi cudc du lich 1am ba mét mai, va cai chét ciia ngwdi anh lam ba
xuc déng, nhuwng ba tuyén bd ly do khéng vé dwoc niva: “Bi nghién nat dwdi
strc manh cta Nghé Thuat nay, tdi chdng lai nhwng bi chinh phuc, that &
moét Nghé thuat I&n lao nhat cGa qué khir...nén hai ban tay yéu dubi cla toi
khong sao Vvé tiép dwgc.”

Thém vao do, vé strc khde, ba bi mot sd binh nhw tiéu dwdng, phong thap
(rheumat|sm) neuralgia (day than kinh), cataracts (cwom mat) va tram
cqm (depression), nhwng van vé cho dén khi gan 70 thi mat gan nhu mu
han.
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Nam 1904 chinh phu Phap trao tang ba Legion of Honor, (Chevalier de la
Legion d’Honneur) va Pennsylvania Academy trao tang ba Gold Medal of
Honor (1914). Ba mét ngay June 14, 1926 tai Chateau de Beaufresne ba
mua gan Paris va dwoc chén gan ham mé gia dinh tai Le Mesnil-Théribus,
Phap.

Tém lai, nhin tlr géc canh van héa, Mary Cassatt da séng trong thoi
nwéc My dang chuyén manh tte ndéng nghiép sang k¥ nghé, va vé mét
ca nhan, ttr mét nén gido duc gia dinh thwong lwu trong d6 ngwei cha
nam quyén diéu khién, chuyén sang mét cudc séng nghé thuat &
Phap, cta mét phu nir déc 1ap muén binh dang va déi xtr ngang hang
v&i nam gi&i, va hoa si da tim mét 16i di cho cudc d&i, khéng chon gia
dinh con cai, dé danh hét tam tri cho nghé thuat, cia mét phu nir méi,
doi héi binh dang trong xa hoi. Ba da danh tron cudc d&i nghé thuat
dé tao cho minh mét ché dirng cao qui va gian tiép giup nwéc My caa
van hoa k¥ thuat vat chat dwoc cao dep hon qua thwéng ngoan nghé
thuat, khéng phai nhw xwa chi danh cho giéi thwong lwu trwéng gia
quyén qui giau c6, ma ngay nay con cho moi ngwei, qua cac hoa
pham danh tiéng trong vién bao tang nghé thuat nhw New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Pham Trong Lé .
Viet xong tai Virginia June 10, 2021; bo chinh 8/20/2021

*kkkk

Phu Chu:

1. en.Wikipedia.org under Mary Cassatt

Bai viét nay phan Ién dwa vao en.Wikipedia in English, Wikipedia.fr in
French va dwoc bd chinh va kiém lai, va so sanh véi Encyclopedia.com
(bén duwdi).

2. Encyclopedia.com
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/american-art-
biographies/mary-cassatt



https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/american-art-biographies/mary-cassatt
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/american-art-biographies/mary-cassatt
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Tac gia: Jeanne A. Ojala, professor of History, University of Utah, Salt Lake
City, Utah. Dé tai: “Mary Cassatt,” American artist and grande dame of the
Impressionists.”

Nhiéu chi tiét v& Mary Cassatt nhw tinh ‘ctrng dau’ tlr éng bé, 6c théng
minh tlr ba me. LA mét trong nhitng nguwdi My séng xa xr & Paris, Mary
Cassatt mét 1an dén salon & Paris ciia Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) nha van,
thi sT, viét kich va swu tam tranh. Salon cta ba |a noi cac van nghé si nhw
Picasso, Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sinclair Lewis, Ezra Pound,
Sherwood Anderson va Henri Matisse thwéng dén hop. Mary Cassatt ché
bd tranh swu tAm cla Stein. (‘I have never seen so many dreadful paintings
in one place...”) Trong nhitng “dreadful paintings” c6 c& hoa phadm cia
Picasso, Matisse va mot sé hoa phdm cua cac hoa si Lap Thé Cubists.
Ciing trong bai nay, Mary Cassatt sang Y trong 2 ndm, vé lai cac hoa pham
cua cac Old Masters nhw hoa si th&i Phuc Hwng nhw Antonio da Correggio
ma tranh c6 vé cac tiéu thién st (cherubs), va hoc dwoc cach vé nét mim
mim ngay tho ctia nhitng em bé trong hoa phdm dé tai Me Con cta minh
sau nay.

Trong bai viét nay ciing liét ké:

Nhirng hoa pham tiéu biéu kém theo giai thich:

In the Garden, The Cup of Tea, Little girl in a blue armchair, The Loge,
Lady in the Tea Table, Lydia Crocheting in the Garden, the Boating Party,
The Child’s Bath, In the Omnibus, Woman Bathing v.v..
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The Boating Partym(sou'rce} en.wikipedia.rg -My Cassatt)

Bay 1a mot nguon vé Mary Cassatt gon, va kha day da do mot gido sw st
hoc viét dwa trén tieu sir vé Mary Cassatt do Nancy Hale viet (Hale, Nancy.
Mary Cassatt. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1987) va cac tai liéu khac.

3. Art History Encyclopedia PDF

www.visual-arts-cork.com/

Vé nhitng thuat nglr trong nganh héi hoa va in an va khac hoa nhw
engraving, etching, drypomt aquatint, c6 thé tra trong Art History
Encyclopedia nay. Nhwng gian tién va cu thé hon, c6 thé xem mét trong
nhirng video vé tirng phwong phap. Thi du: Dé biét phép khac hoa etching,
xem hoa si Alexander Masouras dated 7-12-2015, trinh bay nhitng bwédc
cta phép khac hoa trong youtube “How Rembrandt Made His Etchings”
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?-v=ULEF4IpLE_M) hay vao Google
g0 vao hang chir “How Rembrandt Made His Etchings.”

Art History Encyclopedia dwgc phan chia thanh 23 chapters. Thi du:
Mary Cassatt, tim trong ARTISTS (ALL), van C.

Vao trong d6, ddc gia thay Paris Salon va ti d6, ddn dén Nguoén va Lich st
Phong Trién Lam Tranh chinh thirc ctia French Academy of Fine Arts
(Académie des Beaux-Arts) trong khoang 150 nam, tlr 1737 dén 1890, la
noi c6 Phong Tranh uy tin nhat thé gidi, kién tri gitr vivng truyén théng hoi
hoa han lam (academic art) va nhiéu tac pham tir thdi Phuc Hwng. Uy tin
cua Salon giam khi thanh |ap Salon des Refuses va ban Giam dinh Salon
mién cwdng nhan nhitng bic hoa cla cac phong trao tién phong avant-



http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?-v=ULEF4IpLE_M
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garde nhw Impressionnisme, ma nhirng hoa si doc 1ap dan dan soi mon uy
tin cda Salon va giam tam quan trong.

4. Video vé d&i cta hoa si Mary Cassatt

Xem mét trong hai bd phim trong youtube bén dwai, trong d6 cé tiéu st va
nhat la nhirng hinh &nh clGa cac hoa pham tiéu biéu va nhirng thay dbi
trong cudc doi hoa si Mary Cassatt.

4a- Mary Cassatt: The Life of an Artist video 21 minutes, do Paul
Priestley, Art History School, kém theo |&i gidi thich vé nhirng brc hoa tiéu
biéu cha Cassatt. The Little Girl in The Blue Armchair, Woman With the
Gold Necklace kém theo 1&i ban vé nhirng birc tranh nhw hinh ba Me doc
béo Le Figaro, 6ng Bb, dng Anh, va ca hinh chup bén trong atelier cta g.s.
Géréme, g.s. Chaplin, bén trong Phong Trwng By Tranh Salon. Nguoi
xem con thdy bén trong Woman’s Building ctia Chicago Exposition; va
nhirng bic hoa nhw The Mandolin Player, The Boating Party, Baby
Reaching for an Apple, The Child’s Bath. Ngoai ra, ngwdi xem con thay
hinh &nh dwéng phd Pittsburgh, Paris, Chicago, New York, va Berlin thoi
do. Cing xem bwc hoa dwgc chon trwng trong Salon, Two Women
Throwing Flowers During Carnival, The Child’s Bath.

Link: youtube.com/arthistoryschool

4b- Mary Cassatt: An American Impressionist Documentary (full)
youtube

Thwc hién nam 1999, phim dai 1 gi&, cia Devine Entertainment
Corporration t& Mary Cassatt dang séng mét minh va vé tai Paris thi gia
dinh 6ng anh Alexander v&i 3 ngud®i con sang tham; luc dau thi sy hién
dién cta ho lam can tr& cudc sdng don ddc nhwng ban ron vé vé cia Mary
nhwng khi Mary gan véi cac chau, da vé nhitng birc hoa dung chau Elsie
Cassatt [am mau (The Little Girl in a Blue Armchair) va nh& cac chau xép
dat, da quen biét hoa si Edgar Degas ma Mary hang ham mé, va thi sy
hién dién ctia cac chau lam Mary Cassatt cé hirng sang tac.

5. Nghe: - VOA special English (15-minute text and voice on MP3 trong
muc People in America. Date: July 10, 2009 - learningenglish.voanews.com
Dé tai: “Mary Cassatt, 1844-1926: She Broke Social Barriers With Her Art”
Giong ké&: Bob Doughty va Faith Lapidus

Bai viét soan b&i Dana Demange

Demange, Dana. “Mary Cassatt, 1844-1925: She Broke Barriers with Her
Art.” Learning English.voanews.com. VOA, 10 July 2009.
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6. Articles:

-6a. Quentin Perisinotto, “Les grandes dames de I'Impressionnisme” 2/4.
Eternel Transitoire, dated 9 Oct. 2007. (Link: eterneltransitoire.wixsite.com)
Doan viét 2/4 vé Mary Cassatt co trung ba birc tiéu biéu: Giai doan anh
hwéng An Twong: La Partie de bateau (1893-1894). Théi anh hwéng 16i An
hoa ctia Nhat La période des estampes: La Lettre (1890-1991). Le Thé de
cing heures (1880).

Ciing trong bai viét, Perisinotto gi¢i thiéu sach: Vadepied, Guy: Mary
Cassatt. Les Impressionnistes et L’Ameérique. Encrage, 2014.

Perisinotto, Quentin. “Les grandes dames de I'lmpressionnisme 2/4” Eternel
Transitoire 9 Oct. 2009. eterneltransitoire.wixsit.com. Accessed 3 June
2021.

-6b. Website Homepage ctia Professor Nichols liét ké nhirng bai viét cta vi
gido sw van chwong My v& mau “Phu n& méi’ trong dé c6 doan Mary
Cassatt trong birc phac hoa triru twong post-modern hau hién dai vé trong
thdi gian & Spain “Early Spanish genre style” gdm bdc hai chan dung
ngwoc nhau (xem trong homepage cua Kathleen Nichols). Cau héi cua tac
gia: Is Mary Cassatt a post-Modernist? (Link: Arcadiasystems.org)

-6¢. Vé blrc hoa 4y, The City Review trong bai “American Paintings Spring
1997”, Carter B. Horsley twdng thuat cuéc dau gia:

“The most remarkable painting of both auctions is Mary Cassatt’'s “Sketch
of Mrs. Currey and Sketch of Mr. Cassatt” at Sotheby’'s that “this
double/upside down portrait estimated at $125.000 to $175.000 ...should
sell for several million dollars although some buyer will probably be put off
by its sketchy and ghostly nature .” ...This is, to my thinking, the definitive
America portrait.”(The City Review) (Link: http://www.thecityreview.com).
-6d. Cac birc tranh (in dam) dé cap dén trong bai viét vé Mary Cassatt
trong en.wikipedia.org

- The Boating Party 1893-94, son dau trén vai bd khdé 351/2 x 46 in.
National Gallery of Art, Washington. Source: en.wikipedia.org

- Reading ‘Le Figaro’ (1878). Swu tap cua Mrs. Eric de Spoelberch,
Haverford, Pennsylvania (chan dung me cua hoa si, ba Katherine Johnson
Cassatt). Link: commons.wikimedia.org

-Little Girl in a Blue Armchair, 1878 hoa si vé c6 chau. Brc nay c6 hoa si
Degas chdm thém chit it chd may chiéc ghé banh mau xanh & bdi canh khi
t&i tham phong hoa trong nha ctia Cassatt. Link: en.wikipedia.org
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- Mary Cassatt chan dung tw hoa c. 1880, gouache (thuéc mau nuwéc
dac) va mau nwéc, than chi graphite trén gidy. 32.7cm x 24.6 cm National
Portrait Gallery, Washington. DC.

-bén bire (trong 20 birc) chi & me con dung ky thuat drypoint va aquatint
trén gidy mau nhat:

(a) Mary Cassatt, Mother and Child, Brooklyn Museum

(b) Mary Cassatt, Under the Horse Chesnut, 1898 19 x 15 in. Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston

(c) Woman Bathing (La Toilette) 1890-91, Metropolitan Museum of Art

(d) Mother and Child Before a Pool 1898, drypoint and aquatint on laid
paper (Brooklyn Museum)

- Woman with a Pearl Necklace in a Loge, 1879, son dau trén vai b 81 x
60 cm, Philadelphia Museum of Art. Birc hoa nay vé Lydia Cassatt, chj cla
hoa s, dang ngoi trong loge trong dai hi vién Opéra & Paris, an dién lich
s, toc uon gon, chudi vong hat trai trén co, tda ra vé qui phai, ao ho co
mau héng, tay cadm quat, ghé ngdi mau dé, xa xa mau vang cda balcon,
birc hoa ndm bat duwgc khoanh khéc hanh phac dac biét, hinh anh mét phu
nd ma&i, mot minh budi téi ra ngoai thwéng thire kich nghé trong thanh phé
van minh (en.Wikipedia.org - Woman with a Pearl Necklace in a Loge.)

Young Woman Picking Fruit 1891 Summertime 1984



