ALICE ANN MUNRO (1931 -)
Nir Van Hao Canada
Giai Thwong Nobel Van Chwong nam 2013

** Pham Van Tuan **

Alice Ann Munro 1a nha van nir ngwdi Canada viét truyén bang tiéng Anh, do
cac tac phdm, ba Alice Munro dwoc coi la da lam cach mang, thay dbi kién trac
cla cac truyén ngan, dic biét 1a cach chuyén hwéng thoi gian vé phia trwdc hay
vé phia sau, tiét 16 hon la dan trai cac chi tiét.

Céc truyén clia ba Alice Munro thwdng dwoc xay dwng bang cac chu dé lién
quan t&i Hat Huron (Huron County) tai mién tdy nam cla Bang Tinh Ontario, khai
thac cac rac réi clia con nguwdi bang mét thé van xudi khéng phire tap, do vay
nha phé binh Cynthia Ozick da goi ba Alice Munro la “Chekhov” ctia chung ta.

Ba Alice Ann Munro da 3 14n nhan dwoc Phan Thuéng ciia Toan Quyén Canada
trao tdng vé cac truyén ngan (Canada’s Governor General's Award), Phan
Thwédng Marian Engel nam 1996 (Marian Engel Award), Gidi Thuwdng Truyén Hw
Céu Rogers nam 2004 (the 2004 Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize), va Giai
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Thuwdng Nobel Van Chuwong Nam 2013 (the Nobel Prize in Literature). Cac tac
phadm clia ba da khién cho ba Alice Munro dwoc goi 1a “bac thdy cla céac truyén
ngan hién dai” (master of the contemporary short story).

1/ Th&i nién thiéu va d&i séng gia dinh.

Alice Ann Munro sinh ngay 10 thang 7 nam 1931 tai Wingham, Ontario, v&i tén
con gdi la Alice Ann Laidlaw. Cha cua Alice la 6ng Robert Eric Laidlaw, la mét
chd trai nudi chén (fox) va chén Idng (mink) con ba me tén la Anne Clark
Laidlaw, v&i tén con géi 1a Chamney, la mét nha gido. C6 Alice bat dau viét van
khi con nhé tudi, cd da cho xuat ban vao ndm 1950 cudn truyén dau tién véi tén
la “Cac Chiéu ctia mét Béng Téi” (The Dimensions of a Shadow) trong khi co
dang theo hoc mén tiéng Anh va nganh bao chi (journalism) tai Pai Hoc Tay
Ontario (the University of Western Ontario) do dwoc hoc bdng hai nam. Ciing
trong thoi gian nay, cd Alice con lam thém cac nghé phu nhu hdu ban (waitress),
nguwoi hai thube la va thw ky thuw vién.

Vao nam 1951, cé Alice twr gia dai hoc dé két hon voi mot nguwdi ban cung I6p la
éng James Munro, ho di chuyén vé Dundarave, mién tay ctia Vancouver, b&i vi
cong viéc cua 6ng James la nhan vién cla moét clra hang bach héa. T&i nam
1963, gia dinh Munro nay lai di chuyén vé Victoria, ho mé tai noi day hiéu sach
Munro (Munro’s Books), hiéu sach nay ngay nay van con hoat dong.

Ba Alice Munro cé v&i 6ng James 3 ngu@i con tén la Sheila, Catherine va Jenny,
sinh vao cac nam 1953, 1955 va 1957 nhwng Catherine qua doi 15 gi¢ sau khi
sanh. Nam 1966, mét ngudi con gai nira chao ddi tén Ia Andrea nhwng réi ba
Alice va 6ng James ly di vé&i nhau vao nam 1972.

Ba Alice tr& vé Ontario va la nha van tai chirc (writer in residence) cia Pai Hoc
Tay Ontario (the University of Western Ontario) rdi t¢i ndm 1976, ba nhan dwoc
bang Tién ST Danh Dy (an honorary LLD) ctia dai hoc nay. Ciing vao nam 1976,
ba Alice két hon véi 6ng Gerald Fremlin, mét nha dia ly hoc kiém nha vé ban dé
(a cartographer and geographer) khi hai ngu&i cung lam viéc noi tredng dai hoc.
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Ho don nha vé mét néng trai bén ngoai thanh phd Clinton, Ontario rdi vé mét can
nha bén trong thanh phé nay, tai noi day, 6ng Fremlin qua ddi vao ngay
17/4/2013 & tudi 88.

Trong mét budi hop vao thang 10 ndm 2009, ba Alice Munro cho biét ba da dwoc
diéu tri vé ung thw va da giai phau tim (coronary-artery bypass surgery).

2/ Vin Nghiép.

Tuyén tap cac truyén ngan dau tién cia Alice
Ann Munro c6 tén la “Vi Khic cua cac Béng
Téi Hanh Phuc” (Dance of the Happy Shades,
1968), da gianh dwoc Phan Thwéng cua
Théng Bbc (the Governor General’s Award),
day la giai thwéng van chwong cé gia tri cao
nhat cia Canada. Sau thanh céng nay la
tuyén tap cac truyén lién két véi nhau, co tén
| la “boi Séng cla céc C6 Géi va cac Phu N’
(Lives of Girls and Women, 1971).

Triaesty, sheriesial conrtiond
0rives lne 8 Gienoed (emarcalis
a4l these doncryresns 8¢ Mce Myrrs.”
— e Evinitan Sclence Moster

\ Vao nam 1976, mot tuyén tap cac truyén lién
\ I E B u n r u két khac co tén la “Anh Ngh/”’ Anh la A" (Who
Do You Think You Are?) (xuat ban tai Hoa Ky

g ape el c6 tén la The Beggar Maid), tap truyén nay

DANCE OF THE cling gianh dwoc Phan Thwéng cua Thong
HAPPY SHADES | Doc, lanthk hai.

Tw nam 1979 t&i nam 1982, Alice Munro da di chu du cac nwéc Uc, Trung Hoa
va Scandinavia trong khi vao nam 1980, ba Munro la nha van tai ch&rc cia hai
Pai Hoc British Columbia va Pai Hoc Queensland. T¢i ndm 2006, cudn truyén
“Con Géu t6i thdim Ngon Nui’ (The Bear Came Over the Mountain) da dwoc
quay thanh phim véi tén la “Away from Her”, do dao dién Sarah Polley va céc tai
tlr Julie Christie va Gordon Pinsent.




Trong thap nién 1980, Alice Munro d& cho xuat ban hdu nhv méi 4 ndm mot
tuyén tap cac truyén ngan, rdi gan day, vao cac ndm 2001, 2004, 2006, 2009 va
2014. Céc truyén cGa ba Munro thuwéng xuét hién trén cac tap chi danh tiéng
nhuw The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, Grand Street, Harper's Magazine,
Mademoiselle va The Paris Review. C4c tuyén tap truyén ngan da dwoc chuyén
dich sang 13 ngén ng» khac nhau.

Vao ngay 13 thang 10 nam 2013, ba Alice Ann Munro dwoc trao tang Giai
Thuwéng Nobel Van Chuong va dwoc ca ngoi la “bac thay vé truyén ngan hién
dai” (a master of the contemporary short story). B4 Munro |a ngu®i Canada dau
tién va la phu ni¥ th& 13 nhan lanh Giai Thwédng Nobel Van Chuwong.

RAt nhiéu truyén cta ba Alice Ann Munro bat ngudn t Hat Huron, Ontario, sy
cht y nhdm vao dia phwong la cac tinh nhé cda tac gid nay khién cho ngudi ta
so sanh ba Munro véi hai nha van cta mién dbng qué phia nam Hoa Ky 1a
William Faulkner va Flannery O’Connor, nhwng cac nhan vat cua ba Munro
thwerng phai dbi dién véi cac phong tuc va tap quan da &n sau vao trong xa hoi,
dac biét cac nhan vat niv thi rat phirc tap, vi vay van chwong cta Alice Ann
Munro dwoc xép vao loai “vdn c6 mién Nam Ontario” (Southern Ontario Gothic).

Cac tac pham cda Alice Ann Munro ciing dugc so sanh véi cac truyén ngan cla
Anton Chekhov, nha van ngu®i Nga, mot trong cac nha van chuyén viét truyén
ngan bac nhat trong lich s&r Van Hoc. Cac sang tac cla ba Munro md ta nhivng
dién bién thwdng ngay, co6 cbt truyén (plot) a th yéu, véi sw ré rang va té nhi,
v&i céac chi tiét dwoc tiét 16 bat ngd. Cac truyén ngan nay thudng lién hé téi “tinh
yéu va céng viéc, va sw that bai cla cg hai” trong d6 thdi gian ciing 1a mot yéu td
bi &m anh. Mat khac, cac tiéu thuyét ngan cia ba Munro ciing dwgc so sanh voi
cac tac phdm cla nha tho kiém nha van Grazia Deledda, nhan vat doat Giai
Thwéng Nobel Van Chwong nam 1926.

Trong cac truyén ngén ban dau, cac dé tai 1a cac tinh trang khd xi clia cac cd
gai t6i tudi trwdng thanh, déi véi gia dinh, dbéi véi thi trAn nhé ma cac cé gai lon
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lén réi vao céac thoi gian sau nay, cac dé tai lai 1a “tinh ghen ghét” (Hateship),
“tinh ban” (Friendship), “tinh quyén ri” (Courtship), “tinh yéu” (Loveship), “hén
nhan” (Marriage, 2001), va “Bo nha ra di’ (Runaway, 2004), sau do tac gia lai
chu trong téi cac cong viéc cua nhirng ngwdi trung nién, clia riéng cac phu nib,
réi clia cac ngudi cao nién. Loi van bdc 16 sy réc rdi clia doi ngudi, vira co tinh
khéi hai, vira mang tinh than trong, véi kién thtrc cé khi dac biét, co khi vo dung,
v@i cach md ta co vé that (verisimilitude) va ca hién thuc (realism)...

3/ Cac Nhan Xét vé Nir Van Hao Alice Ann Munro.

Vao ngay tht* Nam, 10 thang 10 nam 2013, Han
Lam Vién Hoang Gia Thuy Dién (the Swedish
Royal Academy of Sciences) da cong bd rang

ﬁcﬁon Giai Thwédng Nobel Van Chwong nam 2013
its ﬁne dworc trao tang cho’nhé van cla nwéc Canada la
Alice Ann Munro. Uy Ban Tang Giai da goi nha
~van nay la mot “bac thay cua loai truyén ngén
7 hién dai” (a master of the contemporary short
story) va so sanh tac gia 82 tudi nay v&i Anton
Chekhov, nha van nguwdi Nga dwgc moi nguwdi
coi la mét trong cac nha van viét truyén ngan bac nhét cta Lich St Van Chuong.

4

Sau khi cdng bd Gidi Thwéng, Uy Ban Nobel da khong thé tiép xtuc dwoc véi ba
Munro nén da dé lai I&i nhan trong may dién thoai, ndi vé tin tirc tét lanh nay.
Sau d6 Bao Chi Canada (the Canadian Press) da gap dwoc tac gia Munro va ba
Alice Munro da néi rang Giai Thwéng nay “rét tuyét voi’ (quite wonderful) va ba
Munro bi “ngac nhién kinh khdng’: - “Téi biét rang t6i dang dw thi nhung toi
khéng bao gio tin réng téi ¢ thé thdng giai’.

Sau do tac gid Munro xac nhan véi dai truyén hinh CNN: - “Téi thi kinh ngac va
rat biét on. Téi ddc biét vui suwéng vi thdng Gidi Thudng nay sé lam vui Iong
nhiéu nguoi Canada. Téi thi sung swéng vi sw viéc nay sé khién cho nhiéu nguoi
cha y téi Van Chwong cua nwéc Canada’.
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Uy Ban Nobel ghi nhan rang “vai nha phé binh vén chuong da coi ba Munro Ia
nha vdn Chekhov ctia nwéc Canada. Ba Munro duwoc ca ngoi vi 16i ké chuyén
dwoc got dida ti mi véi dac tinh la sw trong sang va tam ly hién thuc
(psychological realism)”.

Céc truyén ngan cla ba Alice Ann Munro thwdng dwoc dan dung tai cac thanh
phé nhd, tai day sw phan dau thuwéng mang lai cac két qua 1a sw lién hé bj cang
thdng va cac xung dét dao dlrc, cac van dé nay bat ngudn tir cac khac biét thé
hé va cac va cham do nhirng tham vong trong d&i séng.

Nha van Alice Munro thuwéng mé ta doi sbng hang ngay nhung trong truyén lai
c6 cac bién cd quyét dinh, cach khai sang bat ngd, diéu nay lam sang té phan
chung quanh clia cau chuyén va lam cho cau tra |&i hién ra trong chép nhoang.
Ba Munro da viét ra cac truyén ngan trong dé cé sw khén ngoan sau xa, va sy
chinh xac ctia cau chuyén gibng nhuw cac tiéu thuyét gia dién ta trong cac cudn
tiéu thuyét. Mbi lan doc truyén ctia ba Alice Munro [a méi lan ban lai hoc héi
dwoc moét didu gi ma ban khéng bao gié nght téi trwde kia.

Nha van Alice Munro da viét vé nhiéu loai nguoi thuwérng ngay, vé cac ba ndi tro
tai Vancouver, vé cac ngwdi ban sach tai Victoria, vé cac néng dan trong dau
trong Hat Huron va vé céac ké toan vién, cac nha gido, cac ngudi coi thw vién...
tirc la cac ngwdi dan Canada binh thwdng va da bién ho thanh ra tuyét diéu.

Ba Alice Munro da néi rang: “Ttr ndm nay qua ndm khéac, toi nghi rang viét truyén
ngén chi la mét céch thuc tap cho téi khi téi viét thanh mét cudn truyén dai hay
tiéu thuyét. R6i toi nhan thdy rang doé la tat ca nhing gi téi c6 thé lam duoc va toi
phai chdp nhan. Téi cho réng sw ¢ géng rét nhiéu vi céc truyén ngdn da mang
lai cho t6i sw dén bu”.

Ké tir ndm 1901, Giai Thudng Nobel Van Chuong da dwoc phat ra 106 1an va ky

nay, ba Alice Munro dwoc coi la nguwdi tranh tai véi nha van Nhat Ban Haruki

Murakami va nha van nguwoi My Philip Roth. Giai Thwéng Van Chwong nay
6



thwérng chi dwoc trao tdng cho mét ngudi va chi cé 4 1an dwoc chia xé cho hai
nha van, trai ngwoc han véi Gidi Thwdng Nobel Khoa Hoc, co thé tang cho hai
hay ba nha bac hoc.

Nhan vat 1anh Gidi Thwéng Nobel Van Chuong tré tudi nhat la nha van Rudyard
Kipling, 42 tudi, nhan giai vao nam 1907 vi tdc phdm “Cubn Séach Rimg Xanh’
(The Jungle Book). Ngu®i Ién tudi nhéat la nha van Doris Lessing, 88 tudi, quéc
tich Anh.

Trwdc kia, nhiéu ngwdi tin rang Tha Twéng Anh Winston Churchill sé 1anh Giai
Thuwdng Nobel Hoa Binh (the Nobel Peace Prize) nhwng trai nguwoc lai, 6ng
Churchill dwgrc trao tang Giai Thwdng Nobel Van Chwong vao nam 1953.

4/ Cac Tuyén Tap Truyén Ngan cta Nir Van Hao Alice Ann Munro.

« Vi Khic cta cac Béng Téi Hanh Phuc (Dance of the Happy Shades,
1968), Phan Thuwdng cla Théng Pbc (Winner of the 1968 Governer
General’s Award for Fiction).

« Doi Sbng clia cac Cd Gai va cac Phu Nir (Lives of Girls and Women,
1971).

o Th& gi t6i thAdy cé y nghia k& cho Anh nghe (Something I've Been
Meaning to Tell You, 1974).

« Anh nghi Anh I& Ai? (Who Do You Think You Are?, 1978) Phan Thuéng
ctia Théng Bbc ndm 1978 (Winner of the 1978 Governor General’s Award
for Fiction, also published as The Beggar Maid).

« Céac Mat Trang cla Jupiter (The Moons of Jupiter, 1982), duwoc dé ct
tranh Phan Thwéng ctia Théng Péc.

« Tién B& cua Tinh Yéu (The Progress of Love, 1986), Phan Thuéng cla
Théng Béc (Winner of the 1986 Governor General’s Ward for Fiction).

« Ban cta Tubi Tré cta Téi (Friend of My Youth, 1990), Phan Thuéng Sach
Trillium (Winner of the Trillium Bood Award).

« Cac Bi Mat M& (Open Secrets, 1994), dwoc dé cir dy tranh Phan Thuéng
ctia Théng Péc.



« Tinh Yéu clia mot Ngwoi Dan Ba Tét (The Love of a Good Woman, 1998),
Giai Thwéng Giller nam 1998 (Winner of the 1998 Giller Prize).

« Tinh Ghen Ghét, Tinh Ban, Tinh Quyén R{, Tinh Yéu, H6n Nhan
(Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage, 2001) xuét ban lai
v&i tén la Away From Her.

o B6 Nha Ra bi (Runaway, 2004), doat Giai Thwédng Giller va Gidi Thwédng
Rogers (Winner of the Giller Prize and Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction).

o Canh Nhin ttr Hon Ba Castle (The View from Castle Rock, 2006).

« Qué Nhiéu Hanh Phuc (Too Much Happiness, 2009).

« D&i Séng Than Mén (Dear Life, 2012).

5/ Cac Phan Thwéng va Giai Thwéng cta Nir Van Hao Alice Ann Munro.

« Phan Thuwdng Van Chuong cia Théng Dbc vi loai truyén hw cau tiéng
Anh (Governor General’s Literary Awad for English language fiction, 1968,
1978, 1986).

« Phan Thuéng cta cac Nha Ban Sach Canada vi cudn truyén “Ddi Séng
cua cac Co Gai va cac Phu N@¥” (Canadian Booksellers Award for Lives of
Girls and Women, 1971).

« Vao chung két Phan Thuwdng Man Booker ndm 1980 vi cudn truyén “Ké
an xin la nguwdi Hau Gai” (The Beggar Maid) (shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize (1980) for The Beggar Maid).

« Phan Thwéng Marian Engel ndm 1986 vi tdt cad cac tac phdm (The
Writers’ Trust of Canada’s Marian Engel Award (1986) for her body of
work.

« Giai Thwéng Rogers vi truyén hw cau “Bé Nha Ra Bi” nam 2004 (Rogers
Writers'Trust Fiction Prize (2004) for Runaway.

« Phan Thwéng Séach Trillium vi cac cudn truyén “Ban cla Tudi Tré cia T6i”
(1991), “Tinh Yéu cla mét ngwdi Dan Ba Tét” (1999), “Poi Sdng Than
Mén” (2013) (Trillium Book Award for Friend of My Youth (1991), The
Love of a Good Woman (1999) and Dear Life (2013).

« Phan Thuéng Van Chwong WH Smith nam 1995 vi cubn truyén “Céac Bi
Mat M&” (WH Smith Literary Award (1995, UK) for Open Secrets.
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Phan Thwéng Lannan vi truyén hw cdu nam 1995 (Lannan Literay Award
for Fiction, 1995).

Phan Thwdng PEN/Malamud vi truyén ngan hw ciu xuét sdc nam 1997
(PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in Short Fiction, 1997).

Phan Thwéng Phé Binh Sach Qubc Gia nam 1998, Hoa Ky, vi cudn
truyén “Tinh Yéu clia mét ngwdi Dan Ba Tét (National Book Critics Circle
Award (1998, U.S.) for The Love of a Good Woman.

Giai Thwéng Giller cac nam 1998 va 2004.

Phan Thuéng Rea vé Truyén Ngan nam 2001 ting cho tac gia My hay
Canada con séng (Rea Award for the Short Story (2001) given to a living
American or Canadian author).

Phan Thwéng Libris (Libris Award).

Phan Thuwéng O. Henry vi truyén hw ciu ngan tai Hoa Ky vi cubn truyén
“Dam M&” (2006), “Anh mudn biét dé 1am gi” (2008) va “Corrie” (2012) (O.
Heny Award for continuing achievement in short fiction in the U.S. for
“Passion” (2006), “What Do You Want To Know For” (2008) and “Corrie”
(2012)).

Giai Thuwdng Qubc Té Man Booker ndm 2009 (Man Booker International
Prize (2009, UK).

Giai Thuwdng Van Chwong Canada — Uc (Canada-Australia Literary Prize).
Giai Thuwdng cac Nha Van Thinh Vwong Chung cho Vung Canada va
Caribbean (Commonwealth Writers Prize Regional Award for Canada and
the Caribbean).

Gidi Thuwdng Nobel Van Chuong nam 2013 vi 14 “mdt bac thay vé truyén
ngén hién dai” (Nobel Prize in Literature (2013) as a “master of the
contemporary short story”).



6/ Cac Danh Dw.

e 1992 Hoi Vién Danh Dy Hai Ngoai ciia Han Lam Vién Nghé Thuat va My
Ty Hoa Ky (Foreign Honorary Member of the American Academy of Arts
and Letters).

e 1993 Huy Chuong Lome Pierce cua Han Lam Vién Hoang Gia cua
Canada (Royal Society of Canada’s Lome Pierce Medal).

e 2005 Huy Chwong Danh Dw vé Van Chwong ctia Hoi Nghé Thuat Quéc
Gia Hoa Ky (Medal of Honor for Literature from the U.S. National Arts
Club).

e 2010 Hiép ST Nghé Thuat va Van Chwong (Knight of the Order of Arts
and Letters).

« 2014 Dodng Tién Bac do Xuwéng Buc Tién Hoang Gia Canada vi danh dw
cua Giai Thwdng Nobel Van Chwong ctia ba Alice Ann Munro (Silver coin
released by the Royal Canadian Mint in honour of Munro’s Nobel Prize
win).

Pham Van Tuan

Tai liéu tham khao: Wikipedia.org., Britannica Encyclopedia, cac bai viét
trén Internet.
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