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Lé Van, bién tap vién ky cwu cua VOA,
qua doi & tuodi 84

NGUON - https://www.voatiengviet.com/a/le-van-cuu-phat-thanh-vien-ky-cuu-
cua-voa-qua-doi-0-tuoi-84/6282930.html

Lé Van, chad bién ky cwu cua ban Viét nglr Dai Tiéng néi Hoa Ky véi giong
noi than thudc véi hang triéu thinh gia Viét Nam su6t nhiéu thap nién, qua
doi ngay ther Bay, 23 thang 10, tho 84 tudi.

Ong ra di thanh than trong gidc ngd va sau hai nam mac bénh ung thw, vo
cua 6ng cho biét. Ba khong cho biét thém chi tiét vé bénh tinh ctia chong.

Lam viéc cho VOA tlr nam 1964 dén khi vé huwu vao nam 2002, 6ng dugc
cac dong nghiép thudéc moi thé hé kinh trong ve tac phong chuyén nghiép va
von hiéu biét sau rong, va dwoc thinh gid gan xa tin twdng va quy mén vé
nhirng théng tin ma 6ng dem t&i cho ho.

Ong dwoc xem 1a mét trong nhirng twong dai trong linh vire phat thanh tin
tire tiéng Viét & My. V&i kinh nghiém gan 40 nam truwdc micro, 6ng 1a mot
trong nhirng tiéng nai tiéu biéu nhat ctia ban Viét nglr, mang dén cho thinh
gia nhirng tin tirc m&i nhat va dang tin cay nhat tlr nhirng thdi khac néng
bdng ctia Chién tranh Viét Nam ciing nhw khoi 18n hy vong cho nhirng ngu i
dwéi day vuc tuyét vong trong nhivng ndm hau chién.

Trong nhirng phat biéu cubi cling clia 6ng truwé'c khi qua doi, 6ng trd chuyén
véi VOA vé nhirng ky niém dang nhé ctia 6ng véi thinh gid khap noi, néu
bat sirc lan tdéa va tac dong to Ion tr nhirng chwong trinh phat thanh cta
ong.

“Sau nam 1975, méi mét 1an t6i co dip 18n san khau phat biéu vé mét diéu gi
do thi dén khi t6i di xubéng rat nhiéu ngudi téi ndi véi tdi rang 1a 6ng Lé Van,
t6i xin phép cho t6i dm édng mot cai,” éng ndi trong mot cudc phdng van vao
thang 9.

“Téi méi bao Ua tai sao cd ngwdi mudn t¢i day 6m minh mét cai, thi ho méi
néi la b&i vi hoi xwa t6i & Viét Nam téi nghe 6ng néi vé nhirng chuwong trinh
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& bén My nay gilp cho ngudi Viét co co hoi thoat khdi ché do cong san va
di ra nwéc ngoai, thi cai diéu doé khién chung t6i nirc 1ong phan khéi bdi vi
da co luc nhiéu ngudi trong bon ching téi, nhitng nguwoi di tu cai tao that
vong mudn tw .

“Nhwng ma dén khi t6i nghe éng loan tin vé nhixng chwong trinh ctia chinh
phi My thwong thuyét véi Viét Nam dé dwa nhitng ngudi treéc kia tirng
cong tac voi My, tirng lam viéc cho cac co quan cia My hay la nhitng nguoi
mubn duoc sang thé gidi tw do thi cé thé ra di theo nhivng chuong trinh m&i
do, luc dé chang t6i nhé ¢6 nhivng tin tirc nhw vy ma chang t6i sdng sot,
chung t6i bé y dinh tw t&r di.

“Déay la cai tac dong tam ly I&n nhét va né cling la mét niém an Gi dbi véi toi
b&i minh d& dem dén cho déng bao nhirng tin tc ma ho rat mong muén, ho
rat can dwoc biét.”

Lé K\/én va vo trong mot biic anh chup gén day.



‘Tiéng noi’ cua Pai Tiéng néi Hoa Ky

Nhirng ngui tivng 1am viéc véi Lé Van néi ho mai biét on 6ng vé sw gitp d&
ma ho trng nhan duoc tr dng. Ong dwoc mo ta la moét ky gia tai ndng ludn
hét long v&i cong viéc va tan tdm huwéng dan nhivng ddng nghiép it kinh
nghiém hon.

Cwu phat thanh vién Lan Phwong, nhan vién cta VOA Tiéng Viét tir nam
1986 dén nam 2012, noéi dén gio nay ba van xem L& Van nhv mét ngudi anh
céa trong gia dinh. Ba noi nhirng chi dan clia 6ng trong tw cach chi bién 1a
nhirng bai hoc quy gia dau tién khi ba bat dau sw nghiép ctia minh.

“Trong van dé dich thuat, khi minh dich tin bac 4y chi dan cho minh stra déi
lam sao cho thoat y. Trong nhirng bai phong sw minh viét, b&i vi minh khéng
c6 thi gi&* nhiéu cho bai viét dé phat thanh, bac 4y ludn luén huwéng dan viét
lam sao cho n6 cd dong, suc tich, day dd va phai trong mét thei lwgng cho
phép. Bac 4y chi dan tirng chut tirng chut mét,” ba chia sé.

Do ciing la nhivng nhan xét ctia nha bao Nguyén Van Khanh, cwu giam dbc
ban Viét nglr Pai A Chau Ty do. Ong tirng dwoc Lé Van tuyén mo va lam
viéc tai ban Viét ngir ctia VOA trong nhixng ndm 1990. Dén gi¢» dng van nhan
minh Ia hoc trd cta 6ng.

“Anh 4y bat t6i phai ngdi xudng, dwa cai bai toi viét va bao rang cai chd nay
thém rr](f)t dau phéy, cho kia phai thg‘em m‘ét dau cham. Nhirng diéu nhé nhoi
nhuw thé da khién t6i hoc héi dwgc rat nhieu tr anh,” nha bao ky cwu nay néi.

“Ong &y réat binh tinh khi 6ng 4y ngdi trwdc micro. Diém d6 t6i tap mai ma
khong dugc. Diém thi nhi 1a giong néi ctia dng 4y rat d&c biét, mot giong néi
rat 1a diu dang. K& ca nhirng lic éng phai dwa ra nhitng I&i 18 ddy cwong
quyét thi dng ciing van rat 1a dju dang, khéng chi vé&i anh em ching tdi ma
v&i ca khan gia clta dai VOA trong subt bao nhiéu ndm troi.”

“Cé thé noi 6ng thay toi |a ‘tiéng néi’ ctia Dai Tiéng néi Hoa Ky.”
Lé Van tén that Ia Lé Lai. Ong sinh ngay 28 thang 4 ndm 1937 & Nam Binh.

Ong lay bang ctr nhan luat va van chuong sau khi di cw vao mién Nam nam
1954. Nam 1961, éng sang My hoc cao hoc lay bang thac si vé Khoa hoc



Chinh tri tai Bai hoc Georgetown & tha d6 Washington. Sau khi vé huu, 6ng
don vé sinh sdng & thanh pho Houston bang Texas cho dén khi qua doii.

Nguoi than va ban bé cho biét 6ng la nguai co tinh tinh ndng hau, am ap,
bié,t tan hu’é’ng cudc song. Ong dac biét am hieu vé rwou vang va da viét mot
cudn sach vé no.

Gia dinh dy dinh t6 chirc tang |& cho 6ng vao ngay 12 thang 11 & Houston
va sau do sé hda thiéu. Tro cOt clia 6ng sé dwgc an tang tai bang Virginia,
noi 6ng tirng song phan I&n cudc doi khi 6ng lam viéc tai VOA.

“Chdng t6i cd nhan naéi lai v&i VOA rang éng 4y rat cdm on an tinh cla tat ca
thinh gia moi noi,” ba Lé Van naéi trong niem xuc déng nghen ngao.

24/10/2021
Hoang Long




CAO PHO

TRONG NIEM TIN PUC CHUA GIESU KITO,
GIA DINH CHUNG TOI THANH KiNH BAO TIN

Ong L€ Vian
AN TON LE LAI

Cyu Chu Bién Pai Tiéng No6i Hoa Ky (VOA)
da tir tran ngay 23 thang 10 nim 2021 tai Houston, Texas,
sau 85 nam tai the.

Thénh L& An Téng s& dugc ctr hanh vao lic 11gid sang
Ngay thir sau 12 thang 11 nam 2021 tai
St Cyril of Alexandria Catholic Church
10503 Westheimer Road, Houston, Texas77042

va sau do tro cdt s& duoc dua vé noi an nghi cudi cung tai
Saint Mary’s Historic Church and Cemetery
5612 Fairfax Station Road, VA 22039
Thanh L& An Tang va Ha Huyét s& dugc cir hanh vao ltic 10 gid sang
Ngay thir ba 23 thang 11 ndam 2021 tai day.

Nguyén xin linh hén An Tén sém dwgc vé hwéng Nhan Thanh Chia.

TANG GIA PONG KiNH BAO

Hién Thé: Virginia Le - Xuan Lan
Trudng Nir: Theresa L& Lan-Huong va con trai Nicolas Thién Ly Dégardin, Paris, France
Thir Nir: Cecilia Lé Lan-Anh, chong John O’Laughlin va con trai Alexander Vinh O’Laughlin, San Francisco



V6 Cung Thuong Tiéc
khi nhan dugc tin

Ong Le Van
AnTon LeLai
Cyu Chu Bién Ban Viét Ngr Dai Tiéng Néi Hoa Ky (VOA)

da dugc Chida goi vé ngay 23 thang 10 nam 2021
tai Houston, Texas,
huéng tho 85 tudi.

Ching t6i, cyu déng nghiép véi éng Lé Van, xin thanh
kinh chia buén véi Ba Lé Van, nha danh Virginia Lé Xuan
Lan, vatangquyén.

Nguyénxinlinhhdn 6ngLé Van sém dugc vé huéngNhan
Thanh Chua

Huyén Trang Trinh DucThong
Thanh Huong NguyénVan
Minh Phugng va Anh Ngoc PhamTrongLé
ChuUyén Nguyén Tran Kiém
Phuong Lan ChuVanHai
Hoai Huong V6 Duy Ai

Lé ThuanKhuong

#‘_J/ Nguyén Tusng Tam
’ DzuongNgocHoan




PHAN UU

Nhan dugc tin budn Phu Quén Chj Virginia Le - Xuan Lan la:

A A o/
Ong Lé Van
AN TON LE LAI
Cyu Chu Bién Dai Tiéng N6i Hoa Ky (VOA)

Da tit trdn ngay 23 thang 10 nam 2021 tai Houston, Texas, sau 85 nam tai thé.

Xin thanh that chia budn ciing Chij Virginia Le - Xuan Lan va toan thé Tang Quyén.
Nguyén cau linh hon An Ton sém dugc vé huéng Nhan Thanh Chaa.

DONG THANH KINH PHAN UU
Tran Da Tir-Nhé Ca * Kiéu Chinh * Khénh Ly * Doan Quéc Sy va Gia dinh
Nguyén Xuan Nghia * O.B. Cung Tién ¢ O.B. Vit Dinh Minh * Ba Nghiém Phd Phi * Phan Tan Hai * Trinh Y Thu
Thyy Trinh ¢ Phuong Pinh Dung & S6m Mai ¢ Phuong Dong & Tuyét Van * Hoa Binh
Song Van ¢ Nhu Bang ¢ Vanh Khuyén & Bao Phuong
Ann Phong * Nguyén Minh & Kim Dung Trinh ¢ Jimmy-Nhut Ha
va Toa soan Viét Bao




23 thang 11, 2021 — TIN NGAN TU N.V.K. (California)

Sang hém nay, tro cbt ctia 6ng L& Van dwoc an nghi ngan thu trong mot
nghia trang céng gido tai Fairfax Station, tiéu bang Virginia, cach tru s& VOA
trong DC 20 miles. C6 khodng 70 ngwdi tham dw thanh 1& va sau do tién dwa
tro cét dén noi an nghi vinh vién.

Du hoc Hoa Ky cudi thap nién 50, dau thap nién 60, sau khi d& ct nhan tai
dai hoc Saigon, 6ng theo hoc Georgetown University, xong Cao hoc chuan
bi hoc trinh Tién si thi 6ng céng tac véi VOA.Trong Tét Mau Than 1968,
giong nai ctia 6ng loan tin chinh pha Saigon da lam chd tinh thé, tao niém tin
va sw hy vong, sau khi tin tirc khéng ré rang tr dém Giao Thwa qua Méng
M6t Tét da lam giao déng dan Viét moi noi.

Sau bién cb 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, giong ndi ciia 6ng trong chwong trinh phat
thanh tao ra sw hy vong nhat 1a ké tir 30 thang 4 nam 1976 c6 bai hat "Saigon
oi Vinh Biét" ctia Nam L&c nhw nhac hiéu mé dau.
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Lé Van: ‘Mén qua ctia Thwong Dé’
D6 Van Tron - October 29, 2021

NGUON - https://www.nguoi-viet.com/tuong-nho/le-van-mon-gua-cua-
thuong-de/

Cudi cuing rdi t6i ciing tién biét Nha Truyén Thong Lé Van, cyu cht bién Ban
Viét Ngir Dai Tieng N6i Hoa Ky (VOA) - Cay DPai Thu cua truyén thanh, la
ngwoi anh kha kinh cua chang t6i.

Anh L& Van, mét nha bao-mét nha truyén thdng qubc té, cé mét giong néi
am hudng mién Bac, v&i giong doc dac biét tram/bbng, du duong thu hut
nguoi nghe tlr bao thap nién qua. Nguoi mién Nam tr thén qué dén thanh
phd, nhitng ai c6 radio déu da tirng nghe Dai Phat Thanh VOA va Dai Phat
Thanh BBC ma Lé Van va Db Van la mot tiéu biéu.

Nha bao Lé Van trong mét lan dén tham nhéat béo
Nguoi Viét & Westminster, California. (Hinh: Triét Tran/Nguoi Viét)
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Chu bién Lé Van tén that la Lé Lai, sinh ngay 28 Thang Tw, 1937, tai Nam
Binh, ra di vé mien dat mai luc 6 gio sang 23 Thang Mwoi, 2021, tai Houston-
Texas, sau 85 nam tai thé.

Trwée khi ménh chung, anh da tw lam céo pho va dan do ngudi voo mau muc
la chi Virginia L&-Xuan Lan: “Dirng bao gi® dwa anh vé bénh vién. Anh séng
nhw vay la qua da. Hay dé& anh 6m gitr 1ay em nhw niu kéo nhirng ngay con
lai trong suét 54 ndm hanh phuc-thily chung ma ching ta cé duoc...”

Va anh Lé Van da c6 mét gidc ngl dai, ra di trong thanh than bén vong tay
yéu thwong clia ngudi vo hién. Gia dinh sé& hda tang anh Lé Van va Thanh
Lé dwoc td chirc vao Thir Sau 12 Thang Mwoi M6t, 2021, tai St Cyril of
Alexandria Catholic Church, 10503 Westheimer Road, Houston, Texas
77042.

Chu bién Lé Van dwoc hoc b6ng qudc gia, du hoc tai My ndm 1960. Anh theo
hoc nganh Bang Giao Quéc Té tai trwodng Pai hoc GEORGETOWN-
WASHINGTON D.C. Sau khi tét nghiép, ngwdi ban cta anh la Tién SV
Nguyén Tién Hwng c6 y m&i anh vé Viét Nam dé tham chinh, véi mét chire
vu quan trong hang thr tredng nhwng anh tir chéi, tiép tuc dan than va cdng
hién cho truyén théng.

Nam 1964, khi con & ghé nha trwéng, anh Lé Van da cong tac véi Dai Tiéng
N6i Hoa Ky (VOA), dén ndm 1967 thi anh chinh th&rc 1am viéc tai day, gilr
chirc vu chi bién trong moét thei gian dai. Nam 2001 thi anh vé hwu. San
Francisco, San Jose, Orange County, Bangkok, Paris... la nhirng noi anh
dan do lwa chon, nhwng rdi Houston 1a noi wom gitr phan doi ca anh.

bai Tiéng Né6i Hoa Ky (VOA) dwoc thanh 1ap ngay 1 Thang Hai, 1942, nham
chong lai nhitng muc kich tw twdng trong chién tranh vé&i Nhat & Thai Binh
Dwong-Tran Chau Cang va Bic Quoc Xa & Au Chau.

Cha bién Lé Van da cé sang kién mé ra chuyén muc “Ngudi Viét Hai Ngoai,”
dap wng sw khao khat cia ngudi nghe. Ttr d6, nhirng sang tac cla van nghé
sT, ciia nhirng giong ca quen thudc dwoc bay béng vé qué nha nhw bai hat:
“Khi Téi Chét Hay Pem T6i Ra Bién” tho Du T L& — nhac Pham BDinh
Chwong; Sai Gon Vinh Biét - nhac Nam Léc qua tiéng hat Khanh Ly...” ciing
nhiéu cau chuyén thwong tam vwot bién-bang rirng-vwot ndi... dwoc thuyén
nhan-bd nhan ké lai bang mau va nuwéc mét khi vuot thoat.
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Dai dwong 1a mét ndm mé vi dai. Rwng séu con im im nhitng bong ma hon
tdi. Cai bong clia dau thwong, clia bién biét...van con trong tam tri ctia gidng
noi.

Chuwong trinh ODP (Ra bi C6 Trat Tw), H.O (Cwu Tu Nhan Chinh Tri) dwoc
chu bién Lé Van théng tin, hwéng dan ti mi, cach lam tha tuc xin xuat canh
trén lan song dién VOA dem lai hy vong cho bao nguoi.

Co lan, t6i chirng kién mét gia dinh H.O chd chli bién Lé Van & sau san khau
dé dwoc gap anh bay té long biét on. Khi ho con & qué nha, chinh nh& nhirng
ban tin ma anh Lé Van loan tai da giup ho théi y dinh quyén sinh.

Chi mét ngay dwoc tin chi bién Lé Van mét, nhiéu ngudi thwong tiéc chia
xé trén facebook:

— Mot Giong Song: “Gibng nhw nguwoi & dia nguc dwoc nghe |&i an Ui cla
thién than...”

— Diém Duyén: “V6 cling thwong tiéc. Mt nguoi ca doi phuc vy cho tieng
nodi cua ca triéu con tim. Chuc Nguwdi an nghi noi ¢di vinh hang...”

— Trinh Vinh Phuc: “Ong 1a mét nha bao quéc té ky cuu, la nhan ching cla
lich str dan toc trong hon nira thé ky...! Van nhé giong doc day cudn hat cla
ong...”

— Thanh Nga: “Em thuong nghe chii doc Iic chiéu va toi tlr ndm 1990, luc do
em 11 tudi. Toan nghe Ién va hai cha con cung nghe...”

Khéng nhirng thinh gia bay té sy kinh mén dén cha bién Lé Van, ma gidivan
nghé st cling ng anh mét an tinh. Nh& anh ma nhirng tac pham, nhac pham
dwoc dén sau rong véi thinh gia & qué nha.

Toi may man dwoc than quen v&i chu bién Lé Van 40 nam qua. Nam 1982,
t6i rdt cdm dodng va ngac nhién khi anh Lé Van t Hoa Thinh Dén bay dén
San Jose dé dy budi ra mat sach cla téi. Va tir do, hai anh em cang gan bé
than thiét v&i nhau hon. Du & rat xa nhau nhwng hai anh em déu tao diéu
kién gdp nhau. Gan nhw, nhitng budi ra méat sach, nhitng budi van nghé,
nhirng chuyén H6i Ngd Trung Dwong... do téi té chirc, anh chj Lé Van co
tham duw.
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Cuwu Cha Blen Lé Van — Da/ T/eng NG Hoa Ky ( VOA)
va nha vén P& Van Tron (Hinh: D6 VAn Tron cung cép)

Anh L& Van lam viéc & Orange County nhiéu hon San Jose, nhwng méi lan
veé Orange County, anh rd nha van Mai Thao, nha tho Du T L&, nhac si
Pham Dinh Chwong Ién San Jose choi v&i toi mét vai ngay.

Ngbi nha cia anh chj Lé Van & Virginia, & Houston, t6i va nha van Mai Thao,
tai ti Kiéu Chinh da lwu lai & d6 nhiéu 1an. Can nha cla t6i van con phang
ph4t bong dang anh. M6t Lé Van nhan cach, dén hau, lich 1am, t& té, thay
chung vo&i ban hiru. M6t Lé Van ngoai hang trong cach séng Mét Lé Van:

“Mén Qua Cla Thwong D&” dam tham nhw cudn sach anh viét: “Ruwou Vang-
Mén Qua Cla Thwong Dé.”

Néu noi vé tai thir rwou vang, anh Lé Van la mot chuyén gia thwong thang
xuat chung. Chi can ngri mui rwwou boc Ién, anh tham dinh dwoc loai rvgu
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nay ngon/dd/gia ca/san xuat ndm nao/& dau... Anh phan tich rat chi ly. Anh
hai Iong v&i loai regu vang ma nha téi méi san xuat nam nay.

Nhirng lan ngdi ubng rwou véi anh, t6i hoc dwoc tlr anh rat nhiéu. Khé tim
thay Lé Van gian div. Luc ndo ct chi clia anh ciling than mat va giong ndi tir
tdn, am vuwc cao thap nhw dién t& trwdc may ghi am. Téi hay néi: “Anh Lé
Van néi chuyén nhw |a hat vay, ma khi anh hat con hay hon...” Téi nghi, néu
anh chon nghé ca hat chic chan anh phai 1a mét ca si ndi tiéng...

R4t nhiéu ngwdi nguwdng mo va yéu thich giong doc cua anh. Nhirng ché
ngat quang tr ddu chdm-phay-hdi-nga rat mach lac, rd rang. Nén moi khi viét
bai cho xwéng ngdn vién doc Radio thi téi dung nhiéu dau phay, tivi thi toi
dung d4u chdm ngén gon, cd dong... d& xwéng ngdn vién khai bi vap vap.

Bac thay cua nganh truyén thanh

Mac du t6i dang dam trach bay dai phat thanh va thoi gian lam viéc da 40
nam, nhwng so véi chu b[én Lé Van thi t6i phw mot ngudi hoc trd con non
n&t. Anh Lé Van la bac thay cdia nganh truyén thanh.

To6i gibng anh Lé Van mot diém 1a roi Viét Nam khi con qua tré, thoi gian
sbng & My nhiéu hon nhwng ching t6i da cb gang gin gilr va thang hoa tiéng
Viét. T6i bwdc vao truyén théng — van chwong lic con ngd ngang véi doi
sébng & My. Vay ma da hon 40 ndm rbi.

Anh chj Lé Van rat biét tan hudng cudc song. Nha hang nao ngon, reou nao
tuyét, canh nao dep... du & noi nao trén thé gidi, anh chi cling mudn dén trai
nghiém.

That 1a mdt hdng nhan tri am tri ky, véi 54 nam hanh phuc-thdy chung, chwa
bao gi® c6 mot sy ran nirt. D6 la mdt mobi tinh tuyét dep-lang man, khi chang
ma&i ra tredng gap mot sinh vién xinh dep tr Phap sang My thuwc tap. Phai
long nang tir do, chang da nhiéu lan qua Phap hen ho cling voi nhitng dda
hoa hong va nhiéu 18ng hoa tinh &i. Chang doi trng gio, tlrng ngay dé gap
duoc tiéu thw khué cac- gla dinh danh gia. Va roi, ho da cung nhau dén chan
troi géc bién. Tinh yéu ctia ho ndng thdm trén nhirng dwéng phd, trén giong
séng Seine, sdbng Theme, séng Danube... tr Paris, London dén New York,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Virginia...
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Céch day ba thang, ngay 6 Thang Bay,2021, anh chi L& Van tlr Houston dén
San Francisco dé thdm c¢d con gai la Lé Lan Anh, dinh thé sé& vé San Jose
Iwu lai nha t6i mét ngay. Nhwng sau d6 anh Lé Van mét, nén t6i chi dwa anh
chi di &n & mét quan nhd néu thirc &n mién Bac & San Francisco.

Quan an binh thwéng nhwng nhac nhé anh Lé Van vé noi anh sinh trwéng
la Nam Binh, ma da lau anh khéng dwoc vé tham lai qué ci. Budi trea hom
do, t6i cé moi thém vo chéng Bac Si Bui Duy Tam, vo chéng Phuwong-Luu,
Nguyé&n Hivu Cuc, Dinh Thiy. Anh Lé Van Iic nay cling da hoi yéu di, giong
budn bubn anh noi: “Anh da xa Nam Binh 68 nam, Sai Goén 61 ndm va bay
gi®, anh sép roi San Francisco, khéng biét ngay nao anh em minh con gap
lai nhau.”

Téi lang ngudi, San Jose-San Francisco- noi ti va anh ¢ rat nhiéu ky niém.
Nhirng d&m khan choang, 4o da cung nhau tha bé trén nhirng con dbc, dén
nhirng nha hang trén dinh déi nhin toan canh thanh phé San Francisco chim
dam trong man swong day déc, ndi bac cay cau Golden Gate an hién mo/ao,
mot tuyét tac clia con ngwdi. Thanh phd vira yén binh, vtra ryc ré nhirng
ngon dén hoa dang. Dong xe ¢4 bin rin khdng roi ndi tiép qua cay cau
Oakland, nhirng thanh phé ma chuing t6i lwu luyén, & lai va in dam tinh than.

Puwa anh chi Lé Van ra phi trwérng Oakland dé vé lai Houston. Tai tir biét anh
bang mot ndi budn mién man. Téi hira s& qua Houston tham anh chij. Sau dé
t6i bao tin cho chi Lé Van la ngay 23 Thang Mw&i nam 2021 cé mat tai
Houston. Hai ngay sau thi chi Lé Van bao: “Em qua s&m thi m&i di an voi
anh dwoc, cé 18 em la ngudi dwoc gap anh 1an cubi...” Téi voi vang di ngay.

Ngay 16 Thang Mwdi ndm 2021, vo chdng Pham Vinh (con Twéng Pham
Van Phu) dén téi tai phi truéng. Mia Thu & Houston mém mai, to twéng
nhirng con gi6 budt lanh vé, ndng vang ngap ca nhirng khu phé Viét Nam,
sam uét va déng duc ngudi Viét sau bao thang im im déng ctra vi dai dich,
nhw nhirng con dwong co tén Viét Nam Itrng Iikng bao nhiéu nam qua da bi
g®& xudng, khi mét thi trwédng méi I1&n nham chirc.

Téi d6, ching t6i dén anh chj L& Van, tréng anh rat mét nhwng cd gang gap

t6i. Anh mang theo hai lon bia. Anh ndi: “Minh an ¢ nha hang Tau nén khéng
uong rwou vang, va & do khong ban bia nén anh mang theo.”
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T6i gap thirc &n cho anh, long budn ba, nwéc mét t6i roi tir ltc nao. Chij Lé
Van nhw doan trwdc ngay ra di cla anh nén bao t6i qua ngay. C6 thé budi
an téi nay 1a bira an cubi cung ma anh Lé Van danh cho téi, danh cho mét

ngwdi em ma anh yéu mén.

T4m anh cudi cung cta Cwu Chi Bién Lé Van Pai VOA va nha vén B Van
Tron & Houston ngay 16 Thang Mudi, mét tuén truéc ngay 6ng Lé Van méat

(Hinh: D6 Van Tron cung cép)

Anh nhac lai nhirng ky niém véi nha van Mai Thao, nha tho Du T L&, nhac
sT Pham Binh Chwong, tai t& Kiéu Chinh, va toi... Anh néi bai viét cta t6i vé
Phi Nhung mang tinh nhan ai ctia ngwdi viét. Va anh doc hai cau tho cla thi

hao Nguyén Du:

“Dau don thay phan dan ba,

Loi rang bac ménh ciing a 16 chung.”
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https://www.nguoi-viet.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LeVan-2.jpg

Vé dén nha anh chj Lé Van, téi diu anh vao. Bwéc di clia anh that cham, co
thé quy nga, bong dém da dén gan... Anh 6m chat |3y toi, déi méat budn u
uan: “40 ndm rdi em, 40 ndm anh em minh cé nhau, mét th& tinh than thiét,
thay chung va & mai dén ngay hém nay...” T6i that xic déng. Téi s¢' ngay
tién biét.

Sang hom sau, Chu Nhat 18 Thang Mwoi, 2021, chj Lé Van bao t6i mua phé

dem dén cho anh, nhwng anh khéng day néi.

Sang Th& Hai 19 Thang Mwoi, 2021, chang téi dat thirc an & mét nha hang
Phap ndi tiéng, v&i moén soup Bouillabaisse ma anh Lé Van thich, nhung

ciing khéng dén dwoc. Anh Lé Van da rat mét.

Téi roi Houston trong ndi budn vo tan. Ngay tré lai ctia toi sé 1a mét ngay dau
thwong, chia lia. Bong dang chu bién Lé Van sé khéong con niva. Trén nhirng
lan séng phat thanh sé& khéng con giong néi truyén cadm, thao thao bat tuyét

cla anh.

Chi L& V&n da dw liéu va chuan bj ngay anh ra di. Twdng rang, chi sé rat
manh mé. Nhwng, chi da khdc, khoc that nhiéu khi bao tin cho t6i. Chj tw an
Ui bang nhirng 1& nhan gvi yéu thwong to ban bé va thinh gid danh nhivng

tinh cdm tran quy dén anh Lé Van.

Ngam ngui tién biét anh. Tién anh mot doan dwéng ma xa xdi van dam. Mai
nay, c6 con mot Lé Van nira hay khéng? Long em budn man méac ndi nhé

anh.

PO VAN TRON
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THU BUON

=Ty Bat Hong Thuy
(Dang trong tap chi Cé Thom s6 94 — an hanh thang 11, 2021)

Mua thu ctia vang Hoa Thinh Bén ndm nay dén hoi cham. Cubi thang 10,
2021 ma chuwa thay |4 vang la dé ruc r& 16i di, chi thdy bang bac mét mau
vang chanh trai nhe trén nhirng ngon cay cao, dbi khi chen vao mét hai cay
la vang, la d6 lac 16ng bo' vo' trong nhirng hang cay con mwét xanh mau
ngoc. Nang thu vang 6ng nhdy mua trén nhirtng hang cay, ma long toi lai
nhudm xam b&i nhirng tin budn.

Hét phu nhan c6 Téng théng Nguyén Van Thiéu, ba Nguyén Thj Mai Anh,
qua doi lam moi nguoi thwong tiéc Dé nhat phu nhan hién hda dang mén
cta Viét Nam Cong Hoa lai dén Dai s Bui Diém nhiéu nguoi biét tiéng va
ong Lé Lai nguoi ban quy ndi danh trong gi¢i Van nghé & viung Tha dé Hoa
Ky mét thoi ciia ching téi cling vira méi vinh biét ban hiru.

Anh chi Lé Lai 14 cw dan vung Hoa Thinh Bén mét thoi gian dai. Do 1a thoi
ky cwe thinh, vui nhat ctia dam ngudi VN tj nan chang toi. Luc dé twong dbi
doi sdng trén qué hwong méi da 6n dinh. TAt ca ching t6i dang & tudi chua
thé goi la gia. Mau van nghé van girng con lai lang. Anh chi Lé Lai c6 can
nha réng rai khang trang nén ludn td chirc tiéc ting, khoan dai ban bé hoac
mdi khi cé nhitng nghé si tr tiéu bang khac dén. Chang t6i hop mat luan
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phién cac nha ban hiru, vui choi, ca hat, nhay nhét hau
nhw mdi tudn. Chj Lé Lai ndu com tay rat ngon, trinh bay
ban &n rat dep va cau ky. Ai da thwéng thirc 1 lan déu
khéng thé quén. Anh Lé Lai luc d6 rat nbi tiéng. Anh lam
cho dai VOA - (Voice of America) dung tén Lé Van. Tinh
tinh anh rat dé thwong, néi ndng hoa nha lich sw, vui vé,
lam MC rét hay.

Sau nay anh chi don di Houston Texas, ching téi van gil lién lac v&i nhau.
Khi chang téi di dw Dai Hoi Trung Vwong & Texas, anh chi moi dén nha va
khoan dai bira com thinh soan v&i nhirng con tdm hum that by va nhirng
miéng steak mém ngon. Sau d6 & chwong trinh hat cho nhau nghe that vui
va &m cung, tran ngap khéng khi van nghé.

Nhirng nguei ban quy cr 1an lwot ra di. Tudn vira rdi lai dwoc tin chj Lan,
hién thé cla anh Nguyén Vinh Hwng, cwu Cha tich Hoi Ai Hru Sai Gon-Gia
Dinh tw trAn. Anh Huwng cling da vinh biét ban bé gan 1 nam nay, bay gi®
dén chi, that khéng ai ngd. Chj rat khde manh. Thi 3 tuan trwdc niva chi con
néi chuyén dién thoai vui vé, roén rang. Th&r 4 nghe tin chi di mua sam v@&i con
gai, 2 me con di an trwa, trén dwdng vé nha chi than dau & can ¢d va mudn
6i. Sau d6 it phut chi guc xubng va bat tinh ludn. Pwa vao nha thuwong bac si
noi chi bi dt 3 mach mau trén du, mau chan hoa trong 6¢c nén khéng ciru
chira dwoc niva. That 1a chét qua nhanh khéng ai cé thé nger. Cudc doi dung
la vo thwdng, chi 1a cdi tam! Chij Lan rat hién, dé thwong va ndu an giéi. Chj
cai quan nha bép cua tiém an ndi tiéng Little Saigon gan Thwong Xa Eden
khi chj la partner cla tiém. Chi m&i nghi hwu chwa dwoc bao 1au thi mét. Tiéu
diéu mién cuc lac nhé, chj Lan dé thuwong cla ching téi. Trwdc sau rdi ching
ta cling lan lwot theo nhau hét.

Céc ban oi! Hay c6 gang séng vui vé hién hoa, lam nhirng diéu tét lanh dé
chiing ta sé dwoc cuing nhau hdi ngd & mot noi day hoa thom cé la nhw mét
vudn dia dang & thé gidi bén kia.

Hong Thay - Maryland USA
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Tiéc Sinh Nhat Ong Chd» B4 Anh & Virginia, USA (khodng ndm 1994)
Tir tréi: Piéu, Tuyét Mai, TAm Pat, Lé Lai, OB Chi» B4 Anh-Vi Khug,
ba Lé Lai, Hong Thay, Bui Ciru Vién

Party Air Viet Nam - thang 3 nadm 2010 Virginia USA
Ter tréi: Trac Mai, Thay Hién, Héng Thdy, Giang Tiéu, Duong Ngoc Hoan,
Lé Lai, Bui Ctru Vién, ba Lé Lai, Binh H. Cuong
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Ngoc Hén (céng tdc vién ky cwu cla VOA tai Uc),
Lwu Twong Quang, Lé Van, Phan Lac Phuc
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OB Lé Vin, Kiéu Chinh, Lé Thu
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40 nam trwédc, nhin tww VOA Lé Van:
N6 Lwc Phat Cuébi:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtXfuupegmO

Vai Tré Truyén Théng:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y U-fod9dMX0

Tw Do Oi! Tw Do!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM1laxGuxY7A
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtXfuupeqm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YU-fod9dMX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM1axGuxY7A

"Rwou Vang, Mon Qua Caa Thwong bé"

LOl TOA SOAN: Ong Lé Vin, cwu cha bién
chwong trinh Viét ng& dai VOA, vira hoan
thanh cuén sdch dau tién vé rirou vang viét
bang tiéng Viét, nhan dé “Rwou Vang, Mén
Qua Cda Thwong Pé”, dwot bién soan rat
cong phu, Bai Twa sau day dworc trich ra toe
cuén sdch dé.

Trong gan mét thé ky Phap thudc, ngudi Viét
ching ta — du mudn du khéng - cling da chju &nh
hwéng kha nhiéu ctia nén van hoa Phap, tir chiv
viét, thi ca cho dén y phuc va I6i sbng. Ma trong
16i sbng cta Phap thi rwou vang l1a mét phan
guan trong khéng c6 khéng duworc.

Bira &n hang ngay ctia ho khong thé thiéu rwou vang. Gidi thwong lvu ngudi Viét duoc
wu dai trong x& hi lic bay gi¢r la cac thay thong thay phan, vi tiép xtc hang ngay voi
Phap, da bat dau biét ubng Champagne, mét thir rwgu vang sui bot ctia Phap. Ong Tu
Xwong, dirng trwdc sy suy tan cla nén nho hoc & nudc ta vao thoi y, da than thé mot
cach mia mai:

Nao co ra gi céi chir nho

Ong Nghé éng Céng ciing ndm co
Tha rang di hoc lam 6ng Phan
Téi rirou Sam-banh sang sdra bo

Nhwng néu nguoi Viét tir thdi dng T Xwong da bat dau biét ubng Sam-banh trong bra

an tdi thi tai sao ca trdm nam sau van chang c6 may ai thuwéng thirc ruou Sam-banh
ndi riéng va rgu vang noéi chung vay nhi?

25



Ly do chinh, theo t6i nghi, c6 1& la vi phwong tién chuyén ché héi &y qua kho khan va
dat d8. Mudn dwa mot thung rwou vang tlr bén Phap qua Viét Nam, ngudi ta chi co thé
dung tau bién, di mot chuyén hai hanh c6 khi kéo dai 3, 4 thang, gap lGc bién ddng thi
tau lac v div déi, nhiét dd6 dwéi ham tau trong nhixng thang mua hé lai néng kinh khing.
T4t ca nhirng diéu kién dé déu hét stre tai hai cho rwou vang, mét thee dé udng mong
manh, té nhj va rat dé bién thanh gidm néu né bj hAm néng va giao déng.

B&i vay, hau hét nhirng th&r ru vang xuét cang sang thudc dia déu 1a rwou loai xoang,
udng chang lay gi 1am khoai khau, hodc da dwoc tdng cwéorng néng do alcohol dé gity
cho rwou khdi hdng. Hoa hiém lam nguwéi ta méi thay dwoc nhirng chai reou ngon cia
cac vung danh tiéng nhw Bordeaux hay Bourgogne xuét hién & Viét Nam. Va néu co thi
gia cling dat qua tui tién dan dia phwong, it ai mua nbi.

Ly do thir hai la rwou vang Phap dem qua VN théi dé rat khé thich hop véi db an Viét
Nam, nhét la db &n loai “dac san” & ddng qué, véi mui vi qua dam da nhw mam va rau
ctia mién Nam, tdm kho danh cia mién Trung hay cha ca L& Vong clia mién Bac. Khong
hop la vi phan I&n rwou Phap déu co tinh chat cirng cdi, hoi khé udng cho nhirng nguoi
chwa quen vé&i vi chat cua rwou vang.

Ly do tht ba l1a mac dau nguoi Phap, véi truyén thdng lam rwou vang sén co trong
huyét mach cta ho, da nhiéu lan tim cach dem giéng nho t&r bén chinh quéc sang tréng
& céac thudce dia Dong Dwong nhw ho da lam & Algérie hay Tunisie, v&i hy vong c6 thé
san xuét dwoc rwgu vang ngon dé ding tai chd, nhwng véi kj thuat canh néng con thd
so vao hoi 4y, tat ca cac nd lwc ctia ho déu da khong thanh cong.

Vi khéng phai la san pham dia phwong nén ngudi Viét khong cé dip truc tiép tham gia
vao viéc tréng nho, hai nho, lam rwou va uéng rwou nén reou vang da khong thé phd
bién rong rai trong doi sbng dan gian VN.

Tét ca nhirng ly do d6 da khién cho ching ta it c6 dip dwoc lam quen véi reou vang.
Anh em van nghé si vdn dwoc ndi tiéng 1a nhirtng ngudi hay udng rwou va thwdng ca
tung rwou nhw mot chat men say gitp ho tim cdm hirng sang tac, ciing chi ubng phan
I&n 1a rwou dé va rwou manh c& Whisky, Cognac hay uéng la-de chi it ai ubng rwou
vang. Anh em cwyu quan nhan cling vay.

26



Nhwng chi trong vong vai ba chuc ndm gan day théi, moi chuyén da thay déi. Hon mét
triéu ngudi Viét Nam da di tan ra hai ngoai, noi ma rwou vang vira nhiéu vira ré, lai vira
ngon. Sau mét théi gian 6n dinh ddi sbng, rat déng ngwdi Viét & hai ngoai hién gi¢» dang
biét dén va wa thich rwou vang ngay cang nhiéu hon, nhat 1a trong gidi tri thirc, thanh
lich hodc kinh doanh thwong mai, vi ho thuwéng cé nhiéu dip giao thiép hodc khoan dai
cac ban htru hay khach hang Au MY.

V& mét thi trwdéng, rweou Phap ngay nay khéng con 1a ba chd nhw xwa niva, ma nhiéu
nuwéc khac trén khap thé gidi cling dang san xuat rweou vang. Rwou clia ho vira ngon
vira ré lai dwoc lam dé phu hop véi sé thich clha gigi tiéu thu chir khéng bi bat budc
phai theo 1& 16i ¢d truyén nhw rwou Phéap. B&i vay, moi ngwdi déu cé thé tim dwoc loai
regu dung y minh (ngot hon, chua hon, chat hon, v.v), va hop véi thiec an minh thich
(com Nhat, Théai, Tau, Viét Nam, v.v.) ma gia tién khéng dat 1am.

That vay, véi xu hwéng toan ciu héa ngay cang lan roéng, tao sy anh hwéng 14n nhau
gitra cac nén van hoa khac biét, nhirng birc twéng ngan cach gitva Déng va Tay dang
sup d6. Ngwoi Au My dan dan biét dén va wa thich nhivng mén &n ngon ctia A chau.

Hién gio kha nhiéu dau bép ndi tiéng thé gi¢i nhw Alain Ducasse, Paul Bocuse, diéu
hanh nhirng tiém an c& 3 sao Michelin cla Phap, dang s dung nwéc mam Viét Nam
dé lam t&ng thém phan hap dan cho cac mén an do ho sang tao ra, va dwoc céng ching
Ph&p ndng nhiét khen ngoi.

Va cac mon cha gid, géi cudn, ga wdp sa, bo lic lac, v.v... dang xuét hién méi ldc mot
nhiéu hon trén thwc don cta cac tiém &n Au-My, cling véi nhirng tht rwou vang thich
hop ma céc chuyén gia &m thwc da chon lya déc biét cho tirng mén do.

Trong khi 8y thi & vang A Béng, d&c biét Ia nhirng noi ma nén kinh té dang trén da phat
trién manh mé khién cho m&rc sbng dwoc nang cao han lén, ngwdi dan ciing bat dau
tim hiéu va thudng thirc reou vang. Va cang tim hiéu thi ho lai cang kham phéa thém
nhirng d&c tinh hap dan cta rwou vang khién cho ho di tir chd thich thd dén chd dam
me.

Két qua 1a, trong nhirng nam ma nén kinh té cia ho dang bét phat, ngwdi Nhat da mua
phan I&n nhirng thir rvou vang danh tiéng nhéat va dat tién nhat clia cac ving Bordeaux
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va Bourgogne, ma gia ban vao khoang ttr bén ndm tr&m cho t&i vai ngan dé la mét chai.
Va Nhat Ban ngay nay ciing dirng dau thj truéng nhap cang rwou Beaujolais cla Phap
trén thé gi¢i. Trung Quéc, Pai Loan, Pai Han va ngay ca Thai Lan cling méi ndm mot
gia tang muc tiéu thy rwvou vang.

Riéng dbi v&i Viét Nam, ngwdi ta dang tim cach thi nghiém lai viéc tréng nho dé lam
rwou vang tai mot sd ving co vé thich hop nhw cao nguyén Pa Lat, duyén hai Trung
phan hay Chapa, Tam Dao & B&c Viét chang han. Két qua tuy chwa lay gi 1am kha quan
ldm (xét theo nhirng budi ném rwou dwoc td chirc dé tiép thi) nhwng nhd ky thuat va
kinh nghiém hoc hdi tir cac noi khac, Viét Nam dang hy vong cling sé tr& thanh mot
nwd'c san Xuat rvou vang ngon sau nay.

Thém mét sy kién dang mirng khac nira la cac cudc khao sat va thi nghiém cua gi¢i y
s tai cac trwdng dai hoc danh tiéng va cac vién nghién cru c6 uy tin déu cho thay la
rwou vang néu uéng mot cach diéu do, vira phai, chang nhirng khéng c6 hai ma con
dem lai rat nhiéu ich lgi cho strc khoe.

Tét ca nhirng diéu vira k& cho phép chung ta tién doan rang viéc san xuét va tiéu thuy
rwou vang trén thé gioi sé con tiép tuc & trén da gia tdng nhw trong vong vai chuc nam
qua va chac chan 1a sé ngudi Viét yéu thich rwou vang — cd & trong nwéc 1an ngoai
nwéc — ciing sé gia tdng theo chiéu hwéng chung cdia nhan loai.

Tuy nhién, muén thwéng thirc b4t ct» moén gi cho dén noi dén chdn - du 1a thudng thire
Ph& nhw Nguy&n Tuan hay nhdm nhap Miéng Ngon Ha Néi nhw Vi Bang - nguoi ta
cing can dé tam tim hiéu it nhiéu vé moén d6. Cé nhan da néi “Vé tri b4t mo” ma!

Chinh vi muén déng gép vao viéc phd bién s hiéu biét va tha uéng rwou vang trong
céng dong cla chiing ta ma cudn sach nay dwoc viét ra. Hy vong l1a véi nhivng gi thau
nhan duoc tir trong d6, ban doc - khi nhap ly rugu vang 1an t&i - sé cam thay thém phan
nao thu vi.

M6t chat tam tinh véi ban doc...

Ban bé thay téi wa thich rwgu vang va say mé nghién cru 1anh vwe nay trong may chuc
ndm qua, déu 4y l1am la va nhéat dinh hai cho biét duyén cé tai sao. Thwa: C6 gi dau!
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Téi v&i rwou vang hinh nhw ¢ méi duyén sao dé nén khi méi bat dau dwoc lam quen
v&i no la t6i da cam thay thich né ngay. Chac ciing vi cé duyén nén t6i da dwoc than
phu cho ném rwou vang tw rat sém.

Ong Bb tdi vén 1a nha Nho nhung ra d&i vao lic Nho hoc da tan nén éng chuyén sang
hoc chi» Tay réi bd qué I&n tinh tim ké sinh nhai. Ong khéng di lam thay Théng thay
Phan ma m& hang thau xay céat, nhd vay gia dinh cling kha gia. Téi lai la con trai duy
nhat trong nha nén dwoc B6 cwng chiéu va thinh thoang lai dwoc theo Bb di an com
Tay, udng rwou vang.

O nuwéc My nay con nit ma ubng ruou, bat ci thér reou gi, cling sé bi phat ndng. Nhung
trong nén van héa Phap thi rwou vang 1a mét phan khéng thé thiéu cia bira &n, va con
nit Phap twr thu® nhd da bat dau dwoc B& Me cho udng rwou vang pha véi mét chit
nuwéc 1a. Ong B6 toi, trong mét biva dwa thang con méi 9, 10 tudi di &n com Tay, ciing
cao hng cho tdi ném thir mét chut rwou vang pha loding xem sao. Thay thang nhd nhap
vao mét ngum ma khéng nhan mat, lai con té vé thich tha, dng 14y lam khoai chi vé khoe
am lén véi moi ngudi rang con trai dng biét ubng rwou vang.

Thué 4y, no chi la mdt cau chuyén vui cudi trong gia dinh théi, nhwng sau nay nhin lai,
t6i m&i hiéu ra d6 la khéi diém cho niém say mé rwou vang cta doi toi.

L&n 1én di day Anh van & Saigon, tdi van tiép tuc tim hiéu vé rwou vang nhu ngudi ta
theo dudi mot thi dam mé. Nhwng thi tréng rvou vang & Saigon vao thdi dé rat nghéo
nan kém cadi, nghia la khéng cé ruwou thuweong hang. Ngay ca & nhirng tiém sang vao c&
Alimentation Générale Thai Thach trén dwdng Ty Do, khach muédn tim nhirng chai rwou
Phap ciing chi thay c6 Beaujolais hay Macon Blanc la cao cép l1am réi. T6i con nhé &
gitra tiém Thai Thach la mét céi ti kinh lat gwong dé trwng bay nhivng chai rwou quy,
c6 ctra khoa can than, dén chiéu long lanh rat dep, trong sb dé c6 may chai thudc loai
Grands Crus Classés & Bordeaux, gia dat bang cd moét thang lwong cua t6i. Nghe dau
chd nhan trong nhirng chuyén di sang Phap da dich than dem vé may chai véi muc dich
dé trang hoang clra tiém nhiéu hon la dé ban lay 16i vi s lwong qua it.

Qua that la cho t&i ltc 8y téi méi chi dwoe doc vé nhirng chai Grands Crus Classés
trong sach vé& chir chwa bao gi dwoc ném thir. Bdi vay, tdi chi dam nhin ching nhw
nhin nhirng bao vat ma chwa biét dén bao gi& minh méi cé da tién mua vé thwéng thac.
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R6i may nam sau téi dwoc hoc bdng sang My du hoc, chan trdi reou vang cla t6i dwoc
mé rong han ra, va ngay khi cé di phwong tién tai chanh, toi lién tao cho minh mét ham
rwou vao khoang vai ngan chai ma héi dé ban bé van nghé si nhv Mai Thao, Pham
Dinh Chuwong, dén choi rat 1ay 1am thich tha.

Hang nam, sau khi da dwa cac con di nghi hé nhw phan dédng moi gia dinh, vo chéng
t6i thwéng g&i con cho ba ngoai réi trén sang Phap vao mua Thu dé di tham cac vung
lam rwou danh tiéng nhéat, tir Cognac sang Bordeaux, tr Champagne qua Bourgogne
xudng tan Chateauneuf-du-Pape. Cr nhw thé trong hon 30 nam troi.

Chung téi khéng di kiéu cu®i ngwa xem hoa, coi choi cho biét, ma mat cong di sau vao
cac lang nhd, tim cach ndi chuyén véi nhirng ngudi lam rwou, theo bwéc ho tlr ngoai
rudng nho vao dén co s& san xuéat d& nghe ho chi dan vé nhirng dic tinh cta céac loai
nho, vé cac vung déat trdng nho, khi hau, thei tiét, phwong phap lam rwou, v.v... ¢6 anh
hwéng dén pham chét cla rwou nhw thé nao.

Va sau d6, nhw dé chirng minh nhirng diéu vira néi, ho cho t6i ném rwou ngay trong
ham, tr thing nay qua thung khéc, t mua nho nay dén mua nho kia. C6 nam téi chi
tap trung vao may lang danh tiéng nhét cta vung Céte d' Or. Nam khac, t6i lai di rong
rudi sang bén Y, t&i vang Tuscany dé tim hiéu nhirng th&r reu ddc san cla ving nay.
Cang di sau vao thé gisi rat da dang cla rwou vang, tdi cang thay minh con nhiéu diéu
phai hoc hdi va cang mudn hoc hdi thém.

Va hoc t&i dau tdi chia sé véi ban bé téi d6. Téi quan niém rang rwou vang thi phai cé
ban bé cung udng méi ngon. Ban cda téi gdm tlr van nghé si dén chinh tri gia, cwu quan
nhan, réi truyén thdng bao chi, nha, y, dwoc, si, v.v... nén rat déng. Tat cad dwong nhw
déu vui vé dén nhan céi thi ubng rwou vang ma téi dem dén cho ho.

Khi t6i quyét dinh vé hwu sau gan 40 nam lam viéc cho dai VOA, ban bé hai: Ong vé
hwu sé& lam gi? Tai tra |&i: Chac toi sé viét sach. Moi ngwdi déu khuyén t6i nén viét hoi
ky, vi ho biét |a t6i da cé cai may mén lam chd bién cho mét dai phat thanh québc té trong
mét théi gian cé rat nhiéu bién cb quan trong xay ra cho dat nwéc minh va ca trén chinh
trudng quéc té.
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Ban bé muén t6i ké lai nhirng tiép xuc tryc tiép cua toi véi rat nhiéu nhan vat dau ndo
trong chinh phi My, tir tdng théng, bd trwdng dén dan biéu, nghi si, dai st v.v..., cling
nhw nhirng chuyén di cdng tac dén nhiéu noi xa la, tlr nhirng thi trdn héo lanh & Ma Lai
A dén khung canh huy hoang cta tda thanh Vatican; hay nhirng IGc t6i di |am phéng sw
vé nan buén 1au ma tly & nhirng chd nguy hiém nhw ving bién giéi gitra 3 nuwéc Lao,
Thai, Mién, goi la ving Tam Giac Vang; hodc lic toi t&i khic séng Mékong & bién gidi
Viét-Mién dé twong thuat vé sd phan tham thwong clia nhivng ngudi Viét bi nan “cap-
dudn”, tirc 1a bi dan Mién ndi I&n giét chét, mot dém bi chém t&i gan 300 tha cap, nén
hét hoang chay vé Viét Nam ma khéng dwoc nha cam quyén Viét Nam nhan cho ti nan.
Nhiéu ngwdi da bao toi: “Nhirng chuyén nhw vay éng nén viét lai trong hdi ky, vé sau
rat quy*.

Vang, chuyén viét héi ky thi ctr dé hoéi sau sé& hay. Nhwng ngay luc nay, t6i mudn danh
tron thi gio» dé viét moét cudn sach vé rwou vang, cai thi dam mé ma t6i da tirng theo
dudi trong subt ca cudc doi. Mot ly do niva khién tdi mudn lam diéu dé trudc 1a vi khi
tim kiém trong thw tich VN, cé & hai ngoai l4n & trong nwéc, t6i khdng hé thay mét cudn
sach nao viét vé dé tai nay mot cach day dd va nghiém chinh. Vay néu mét ngwoi tirng
say mé nghién clru rwou vang nhuw téi ma con khéng bd cong ra viét thi ai viét day?

Nhwng roi t6i lai dam “rét”. Bay gi&» khéng phai chuyén gi&n nira, liéu minh da dd coéng
lwc dé nhay Um vao dia hat m&i nay nhu mét chuyén gia thwe sy khéng? Cach duy nhét
dé co cau tra 1oi la di 1ay “credentials”, tirc 1& mot cai chirng chi hay bang cip cta mot
vién dai hoc nhw UC Davis hay mét hoc vién chuyén mén nhw The Society Of Wine
Educators.

T6i bén bé thi gi® ra di hoc, va hoc réi méi thay 1a mé kién thére va kinh nghiém kiéu
“amateur” clia tdi trong hon 30 ndm qua ciing chi di dé tan doc véi ban bé cho vui trong
nhirng lGc tra duw téu hau nhwng chwa da dé chi dan cho ai ca. Dén hét khéa hoc, toi di
dw nhi*ng ky thi cling v&i cac hoc vién ngudi My cling nhw ngudi tir cac nwde Au chau,
Uc chau g&i sang va da cé duoc cai chirng chi Chuyén Gia Vé Rwou Vang goi la
Certified Specialist Of Wine. Ciing chang phai la ghé gém gi, nhwng di dé biét chéc la
kién thirc ctia minh khong thua kém cac chuyén gia ngoai quéc, yén tri dwoc mot
chuyén.
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Khi bat d4u viét cubn sach vé rwou vang, t6i cho rang chéc ciing chdng mét nhiéu cong
phu va thi gi& cho Iam. Tdi chi can l&y mét ddng sach bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap ma
nhiéu chuyén gia danh tiéng da viét trwéc day rdi mo phéng theo dé ma lam ra cubn
sach ctia minh. Nham to! Dén khi thuwc sw bat tay vao viéc méi biét chuyén khong phai
gian di nhw vay.

Thir nhéat la khi doc k¥ lai cac tac gid My va Phap, t6i thdy khéng déng y hoan toan véi
mot ngwdi ndo cd, vé su lwa chon dé tai cling nhw cach trinh bay nhivrng diéu can biét.
Hinh nhw ai cling ham “giang” ma khéng ai chiu “chi” mét cach dé hiéu, kiéu “mi &n lién”.
T6i bén bd cong ciu tao mét swdn bai ma tdi hai long 1a sé “hivu ich ngay” cho doc gia.

Chuwa hét. Con rat nhiéu van dé khoé khan tiém an & bén trong. Tdi chi xin dan ct mét
khé khan tiéu biéu 1a van dé tr ngr. Ngwdi Tay phwong khi viét vé rwou vang da co
san nhiéu cudn tr dién (glossary of wine terms) gébm nhirng chir da dwoc cdng ching
nghe quen, chap nhan va st dung hang ngay. Con toi khi viét bang tiéng Viét ma muébn
tim nhivng danh tt, ddng tlr hay hinh dung t& cho chinh xac dé mé ta hay chi dinh rvou
vang thi [a cd mét van dé khoé khan phire tap.

Thi du nhw chir “dry” cda tiéng Anh. “Dry” c6 nghia 1a khd. Nguwdi Tay phuwong déu
dung céai y niém dry dé& déi choi véi y niém sweet (ngot) khi md t& rwou. Chi can néi ly
rwou nay “dry”, hay “sec” hay “seco” 1a nguwdi ta hiéu ngay rang vi ctia n6é khéng ngot.
Nhwng néu tdi phién dich mét cach ngu ngo 1a ly rweou nay khé thi ddng bao cla toi doc
lén sé cudi bé bung. Rwou la chét 1dng, lam sao ma khé dwoc? Tdi danh phai néi la
“khdng ngot” méc dau né hoi dai dong.

Mot thi du khac: D& phan biét rwou sui bot nhw Champagne véi reou thwong, & thé
tinh lang, ngwdi Tay phwong dung 2 chi “Sparkling Wine” va “Still Wine”. Nhwng néu
t6i goi d6 la rwou “tinh 1&ng” thi nghe gibng nhw nha sw ngdi thién hon 1a ly rwou chat.
Hay clr n6i mét cach gian di 1a rwou thwong chang? Ciing khéng 6n. Ré rang day 1a
chai Mouton-Rothschild, Premier Cru Classé, lam sao t6i dam goi né la rwgu thudng
chi vi n6 khéng sui bot? Va “Sparkling Wine” ma goi la Rwou Sui Bot thi cling chwa
chinh 1dm. Rwou Bia ciing sui bot kia kia.

Dai khéi, nhirng cai kho ctia nguwdi di tién phong khai pha mét vang dat méi né linh kinh
va khong tién liéu dwoc nhw vay. Théi thi danh cr dung tam nhirng tir nglr nao ma minh
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nghf la twong dbi ding nhét, ddng thdi m& mét cai ngodc dé ghi nhivng tir twong dwong
bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap nhw nhirng tiéu chuan quéc té cho déc gia dé tham khao.
O cudn sach dau tién nay, tdi khéng mubn ding tir nglr mét cach gwong ép qué, va tw
nha sé& soan mét Tw Pién Rwou Vang trong mét twong lai gan day.

M6t cai kho khan niva 1a 1am sao dung nhirng cau ngan gon, gian di, khéng cau ky van
vé, dé dién gidi mot dé tai con xa la phan ndo dbi véi nguoi Viét ching ta, ma khéng bj
ban bé trong van gi¢i cudi la ngd nghé. Vay nén, mudn cho cudn sach nay dé doc, dé
hiéu déi véi moi tang I&p doc gia, ké& ca thé hé tré I1&n 1én & nwdc ngoai, t6i da dung rat
nhiéu hinh anh dé dan giai thay vi viét dai dong. Téi van tin cAu ngan ngi cia Tay
phwong réng “Mét tAm hinh c6 hiéu qué bang mét nghin 1&i mo ta.”

M6t diéu khac nira ciing lam téi ban khoan trén tr& kha nhiéu 1a nén viét nhirng gi va
nén bd nhirng gi trong cai dia hat rwou vang hét sirc phong phu va da dang nay. Mbi
chwong, hay méi phan clia mét chwong toi viét & day déu co thé tw no 1a dé tai cho ca
mot cudn sach duoc.

Thi du chwong Bbn néi vé Cac Vung San Xuat Rwou Vang Trén Thé Gidi thi trong dé
méi nwdc nhw Phap, My, Y, Tay Ban Nha, Bé Dao Nha, v.v... chi dwoc danh cho mét
doan ngan. Trong khi &y, Robert Parker viét ra cd mot cubn sach day 540 trang chi dé
noéi vé mét ving Bordeaux cta nwdc Phap ma théi. B&i vay, viéc tinh lwoc loai bé 1a
chuyén bat budc.

Vi tién bdi 130 thanh Alexis Lichine, ngwdi da dwoc dan My ting cho céi danh hiéu la
Gi4o Chu clia Rwou Vang (The Pope of Wine), da danh mét phan Ién cudc d&i minh dé
hoan thanh cudn Bach Khoa Ty Dién vé Ruwou Vang, Encyclopedia of Wine. Ai mudn
biét bat cr diéu gi vé 1anh vc nay chi cdn mé cudn séach ctia 6ng ra tim kiém 1a cé hét.
Téi khong dam, va ciing khéng hé c6 tham vong lam nhw vay. Téi chi mudn viét mot
cudn sach dé doc, trinh bay nhirng kién thirc can biét va tém gon dé giup nguoi doc
thwéng thirc rou vang mot cach tw tin va tha vi hon phan nao.

Cudn séch tuy so lwoc gidn di nhwng la cong trinh duc két cha nhiéu ngay dém lam

viéc. Nhiéu lic t6i tw hdi khong biét két qua tao ra cé twong xirng v&i nhivng cong trinh
do hay khéng, hay 1a minh lai mang tam trang giéng nhw 6ng Gia Dao doi Puwong.
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Ong nay mét 3 nam suy nghi gd gdm mai méi lam ra dwoc 2 cau tho (Nhi c tam nién
déc). Lam xong ngam lén, nghi thwong cho c¢éng trinh ctia minh ma roi 2 hang nwéc
mat (Nhat ngam song lé Iwu). VAy ma néu nhirng khach tri am lai khéng thudng thire
(Tri Am nhw bat thwdng). Thi dng danh quay vé ngu trong mua Thu trén day nui xwa
thdi (Quy ngoa cd son Thu).

Néu cudén sach khiém nhwong nay cla t6i ma dwoc nhiéu ban tri &m trén céi doi nay
thwéng thire, thi d6 chinh 14 niém wéc mong cla tac gia vay.

Lé Van

Houston, Mua Thu nam At Dau, 2005
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Mo&i cac ban nghe Lé Vin néi vé rwou trong mot budi man dam véi nhac si Dang
Khanh. Lé Van, chuyén gia, nha tw van, dao tao rworu vang. Ong la tac gia cuon
sach “Rwou Vang: Mon Qua Cuaa Thwong be”:

https://cothommagazine.com/nhacl/LeVanNoiVeRuou.mp3
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https://cothommagazine.com/nhac1/LeVanNoiVeRuou.mp3

Phéng Van Lé Vin

Vé “rworu Vang, Mén Qua Caa Thwong Dé”

Ngwe&i phédng van: PHWONG HOA (PH - Bai VOVN, Houston)

L&i M& Pau:

Lé Van, cuu Chu Bién Chuwong Trinh Viét Ngir Bai Tiéng N6i Hoa Ky (VOA) sau hon 30
ndm lam viéc trong nganh truyén théng da quyét dinh vé huu va danh thi gio dé nghién
ctru vé Ruou Vang, cai thi dam mé ma 6ng da theo dudi tir may chuc ndm qua. Hién
gior 6ng la mot Certified Specialist of Wine, va cé6 mét chuong trinh hdng tuan néi vé
ruou vang trén dai VOVN & Houston. Ngoai ra, 6ng con viét cét béo "Ubng Ruou voi Lé
Van" gbm nhiéu bai phiém réat vui vé dé tai nay, tir céch thuéng thire, cach Iyra chon,
cho dén nhiing ich loi cGa ruou vang doi véi stre khoé cla con ngudi. Puoc biét 1a 6ng
sdp cho phat hanh cubn sach dau tién vé Ruwou Vang viét bang tiéng Viét, c6 Phuong
Hoa ctia dai VOVN da c6 cuéc phdng van sau day.

PH: Xin chao anh Lé Van. Trwéce hét, xin anh cho biét twa dé cla cubn sach ma anh
sdp phét hanh la gi"

LV: Vang, thwa c6 Phuwong Hoa, céi twa dé ma t6i dat cho cudn sach 1a "Rwou Vang,
Mén Qua Ciaa Thwong Dé".

PH: WOW! Mén Qua Cida Thuong Pé, nghe sao hdp dan thé! Nhung tai sao anh lai goi
ruou vang la mén qua cta Thuong Dé"

LV: Toi goi nhw vay vi Rwou Vang la moét s&n phdm tw nhién cta Dat Troi. Co cr dé y
ma xem, trong tat ca cac loai trai cay thi chi co trai nho la thtr duy nhat dwoc Thuong
DPé gan cho mét I&p men thién nhién. Cai I&p phan trdng bam trén vé nho chinh la chéat
men thién nhién dé. B&i vay ma tat ca cac thi trai cay khac nhw cam, tao, chudi, v.v.,
néu ta d& d6 mot thdi gian thi né sé Gng ra réi hw thui di, nhwng riéng nwéc nho sé tré
thanh rwou vang nho cé I1&p men thién nhién bién déi né thanh ruwou. Vay thi duwdng
nhw Thwong D& da co chl y tang cho nhan loai mét thir d6 udng tuyét hao bang cach
d&t sé&n chat men trén trai nho dé khéng sém thi muén né ciing tré thanh rwou vang
cho ta thwéng thire.

PH: Phuong Hoa cé duoc doc nhiéu bai viét vé Ruou Vang cua anh ddng trén cac bao
chi. Phai chdng cubn séch nay la moét tuyén tadp gbébm tat cd nhing bai viét d6"
LV: Khéng, nhitng bai dang bao cua t6i phan I&n la nhivng bai viét phiém, ban vé mot
khia canh ndo dé cua viéc thwdng thirc rvou vang, thi du nhw "Ubng Rwou Véi Ban
Ba" hay "Lwa Rwou Cho Mam C& Tét" chang han. Mac dau téi cling c6 16ng trong d6
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mot sb nhirng kién thirc co ban vé rwou vang nhwng du sao né cling chi ¢é tinh cach
tdn man, vui vui vay thoi. Con viét sach thi phai khac chiy, phai trinh bay nhirng kién
thirc 4y mot cach c6 hé théng, theo tirng chuwong muc, va day dd hon nhiéu. Tuy nhién,
sau méi chwong, t6i cling déu cho thém mot vai bai viét phiém cho vui, phan Ién 1a bai
md&i, cdng v&i mot vai bai dwoe soan lai cho thich hop véi méi chwong. Thi du, sau
chwong noi vé Cognac, mét thir rou manh cét tir rwou vang, téi thém bai "Cognac, tir
Lénh H6 Xung dén Mai Thao", hay sau phan ban vé cac vung san xuét rwou bén A
Chau, thi t&i kém mot bai néi vé "Geisha va Nghé Thuat Tiép Rwou".

PH: Anh c6 thé cho biét so qua vé néi dung cta cubn sach khéng"

LV: Bwoc chie. Trén http://www.levanwineclub.com/html/sach.htm cé dang muc luc chi
tiét ciia cubn sach, nhung dé tém tat thi cudn sach trinh bay hu hét nhirng diéu can
biét vé rwou vang, thi du nhw Céc loai nho dé lam rwou, Cach thuwdng thirc reou vang
(mau séc, mui vi va hwong thom ctia méi loai rwou), Cach két hop rwou vang véi mon
&n sao cho hai hoa, can xing, Cach Iwa rwou va nghi thirc ném rwou trong tiém an,
Céach mua rwou va tdn trir rwou trong nha, Nhirng dnh hwéng tét xau cda rwou vang
dbi v&i strc khoé, v.v...

PH: Phuong Hoa thdy nhing diéu chi dan dé réat thuc tién va ich lgi, béi vi trong cdng
déng VN hai ngoai hién gi®, c6 nhiéu ngudi thanh céng trén thuong truong hodc trong
nghé nghiép nén ho can thét dai ban bé, giao té véi khach hang trong céc tiém &n sang.
Chuong viét vé "Céch lwa ruou va nghi thire ném ruou” sé rat hitu dung déi véi ho.
LV: Vang, nh4t 1a khi minh dai khach ngoai qudc, ho nhin cach minh goi rvou va ném
rwou trong lGc ngwdi hdu ban dirng chd minh chap thuan chai ruou, 1a biét ngay minh
c6 phai la ngudi lich duyét hay khong.

PH: C6 nhiéu nguoi cho rdng ubng ruou thi cir ubng, nhw ubng ca-phé hay ubng coca-
cola thoi, tai sao lai can phai doc séch"

LV: Néu gian di nhu coca thi qua khéng can biét thém, clr ubng cho da khat 1a xong rbi.
Nhwng trong bat ctv dia hat nao doi hdi mét trinh d6 thwdng thirc cao hon, nhw nghe
nhac, ngdm tranh, tréng bonsai, di du lich, v.v. va dac biét 14 uéng rwou vang, thi ta
cang tim hiéu s& cang ting thém phan thu vi. C6 nhan da néi "Vé tri bat md", khong biét
ro thi khéng ham mo ma!

PH: Thua dung thé. Phuong Hoa nghr néu cé quyén sach do ¢ trong nha thi cling giéng
nhuw cé ¢é van chuyén mén vé ruou ‘vang cho minh réi con gi. Thé con hinh thire thi sao
anh" Séch day bao nhiéu trang va an loét ra sao xin anh cho biét"

LV: Sach dwoc &n loat rat dep, gdm chirng 200 trang gidy lang, tat ca déu full color, voi
rat nhiéu hinh mau di kém theo bai viét d& nguwdi doc dé nhan, dé hiéu. Thi du khi dé
cap dén nho Merlot la cé ngay tAm hinh cGa chum nho Merlot dwoc in & bén canh dé
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ngudi doc thay rd 1a né khac biét véi nhivng loai nho d khac nhw Cabernet Sauvignon,
hay Pinot Noir & nhirng diém nao.

PH: M6t cudn sach duoc bién soan cdng phu, duoc layout ti mi va my thuét nhw vay, lai
an loat full color trén gidy lang thi phi tén chdc chan phéi cao. VAy gia ban méi cudn la
bao nhiéu thwa anh”

LV: T6i cb gilr cho gia ban & mirc thdp dé cang nhiéu ngwdi mua duwoc cang hay. Co
nhiéu nguoi doc 1a cé thém dwoc nhiéu bang hiru cing chia sé cai thu ubng rwou vang
véi minh. B&i thé, gia mbi cudn softcover chi la US$20.

PH: Anh ban ré thé thi lam sao di phi tén" C6 khi 16 vén doé.

LV: Vang, ti biét vay, nhwng ban dat hon thi t6i khéng muén. Ciing vi ly do dé ma lac
dau t6i chua dinh in sach ngay, vi chi phi qua Ion. Méi dau t6i chi dinh thyc hién "CD
Lé Van" noi vé rou vang, du lich va tho nhac, phat hanh mdi tam ca nguyét, dé gay
von in sach. Toi nghi thinh gia nghe tiéng noi Lé Van 30 nam nay da quen rdi, nén chac
cling muén nghe lai.

PH: Vang, trong thoi gian qua, déi véi nhiing gia dinh vuot bién, céi tao, tiéng néi cua
anh da bac mét nhip céu théng tin vé nhitng bién chuyén lién quan t&i cudc ti nan lich
st nay. Chédc anh con nhé, khi anh méi don vé Houston va bat dau churong trinh hang
tuan trén dai VOVN, da co rat nhiéu emails géi dén va nhiéu thinh gia mimg ré goi vao
khi nghe lai tiéng ctia Lé Van, dé cam on anh, vi anh da dem lai mét niém hy vong trong
nhikng gicr phut den téi nhat cua ho. Ho con doi anh noi trén VOVN méi ngay, vi hoi &
VN, ho da quen Ién nghe anh trén dai VOA mébi dém. PH ciing nghi "CD Lé V&n" chéc
sé duoc moi nguoi dén nhan nbng hau.

LV: Cam on c6 PH, t6i rat vui ming khi thay viéc 1am cla t6i da dem dwoc mot niém
khich 1& nao d6 cho déng bao minh. Dé tré lai cubn sach, Iy do tdi déi y va quyét dinh
ra sach trwdc la vi cé rat nhiéu bang hiru xa gan da khuyén téi nén tam hoan chuyén
CD vi d6 1a viéc lau dai, va nén ra sach trwdc cho "xong" di mét lan. Ho con xung phong
dat mua sach trwédc véi gia ang hod, va hira sé kéu goi ban be h6 tro cho céng trinh nay.
Téi that cdm ddng trwdc nhivng an tinh dé, va sé cho in mot 4n ban Ky Niém dong bia
clrng, v&i chir ky va trién son cla tac gid, danh cho cac quy vi nao muén ting hd cubn
sach bang cach dat mua truwdc. Va thay vi mét 1&i cdam on sudng, t6i xin dwgc ghi danh
quy vi lam ky niém trén "Danh Sach Cac Than Hiru Ung H®" cung véi I&i cdm ta trong
sach.

Thém vao dé, mét sb bang hivu dac biét cé6 cdm tinh véi Lé Van, khi dwoc biét cudn
sach sap ra doi, da g&i cho chung tdi chi phiéu bao tro. Téi rat cdm kich tAm long hao
hiép do, va cling xin phép dwgc ghi danh cac ban, cung véi I&i cam ta trén "Danh Sach
Céac Than Hiru Bao Tro" trong cudn sach. Viéc ghi danh cac than hiru ciing chi 1a dé
gitr lai mot ky niém rang cudn sach dwoc thanh hinh [a nhd cé sy hwéng trng clia bang
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hru kh&p noi. Néu khdng cé sw hwdng (rng rat than tinh d6 ngay to khi t6i méi khéi
xwéng ra L& Van Wine Club va viét cot bao "Ubng Rwou véi L& Van" thi tAt cd moi sinh
hoat cGia Club nay da khoéng ton tai dwoc va dwong nhién cubn sach ciing khéng thé ra
doi. Vi vay, cubn sach nay chinh la clia cac ban, vi cac ban va do cac ban tao ra.

PH: Qué la LVWC da duwoc mét sw hirong ting ndng nhiét trén khap thé gidi, c dai BBC
con phdéng van anh vé nghé thuat ghép thirc &n va ruou vang, dé phat vé Viét Nam.
LV: Vang, va ngay ca bao chi & VN va websites ciia ddng bao trong nwéc ciing déng
lai nhiéu bai viét ctiia Lé Van nira.

PH: Xin anh cho biét cudn séach sé xuét ban vao ngay nao" PH tin la sé cé rat nhiéu
nguoi mudn dat mua &n ban Ky Niém véi gia ing hd $100 va ding tén than hitu trong
séch véi anh dé lam ky niém, vay xin anh cho biét ngay nao la han chét dé cé thé tham
gia vao chuong trinh dét mua an ban Ky Niém, va thé 1é nhw thé nao"

LV: Vang, téi cling mong khéng phai 1& loi dirng tén trong mét cudn sach dworc tao dung
bang tinh than hitu khap noi. Cubn sach hién dang qua giai doan editing va sau dé la
layout, du tru dén cubi thang sau sé dwa di in nén céac than hiru nao mudn dat mua an
ban Ky Niém, xin g&i email cho t6i biét ngay (levan@levanwineclub.com). T4t ca chi tiét
dat mua sach déu cé trén website www.levanwineclub.com, dai khai 1a chi phiéu dé tén
LeVan Wine Club, g&i dén LVWC, PO Box 821387, Houston, TX 77282. Va xin cho
email hodc fax dé chung t6i tién viéc théng bao ngay in sach xong. Sach sé dugc goi
dén tan nha quy vi.

PH: Thé con &n bén thuong thi sao anh" Doc gid cé thé mua & cac tiém VN khéng"
LV: T6i sé cho phan phdi sach t&i cac tiém VN & bat cir noi nao mudn cé (xin cac ch
tiém lién lac v&i chung t6i qua email ho&c fax 832-379-1242) dé thuan tién cho quy doc
gia t&i mua, va sé dang danh sach cac tiém cé ban trén website LVWC va trén bao. Quy
vi ndo khong cé thi gi® ra tiém mua, hodc & céac thi trAn nhé khoéng cé tiém VN, thi co
thé dat mua trén www.levanwineclub.com.

PH: Phuong Hoa dang mong doi ¢6 duoc cubn sach dé dé hoc héi thém va cing dé

lam tai liu tra ctru sau ndy méi khi can dén. Chic cudn sach "Ruou Vang, Mon Qua
Cua Thuong Dé" thanh céng that nhiéu.

39



Tur tréi: Phan Anh Ding, Tam Héo, LQB, OB Lé Vin, QA ...

Da tiéc & da vii do Lé Van Wine Club t6 chirc
31 thang 12, 2004 — Houston, Texas USA
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A Vietnamese lesson in wine

Houston couple share their passion for wine with the Asian community
PEGGY GRODINSKY, Sep. 6, 2006

https://www.chron.com/life/food/article/A-Viethamese-lesson-in-wine-1680337.php

Le Van and his wife, Virginia Le, work together to introduce wine to the Viethamese.
(James Nielsen/Chronicle)

At age 10, Le Van fell in love, and it was no fleeting crush. But it wasn't a girl that made
his heart race; it was wine.

Le Van's father, a successful, French-educated builder in Saigon, took the boy to a
French restaurant and gave him a sip from his customary glass. The story of that
evening entered family lore. Van's wife, Virginia Le, heard it the first time she met his
parents.
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"When he brought me back home, he boasted to the whole family,” Le Van said. " 'My
boy, he took a sip of wine today, and | didn't see him frown. He seemed to be enjoying
it." "

And how. Today, Le Van, who retired from Washington, D.C., to Houston after a long
career with Voice of America, hosts a weekly radio program on wine in Viethnamese
(Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m., VOVN, 1110 AM). He writes a syndicated newspaper column in
Vietnamese, maintains a Web site (levan wineclub.com), leads winery tours with his wife
and has recently self-published a book intended to introduce his fellow expatriates —
mostly the older generation — to wine. Before you run out and buy it, take note that it's
in Vietnamese, too.

He and his wife, married for 37 years with two daughters, are serious wine collectors
who fell in love with each other over their shared passion. Listen to them describe an

early date:

Le Van: The very first time when | brought her to my apartment . . .
exp-player-logo

Virginia Le: His bachelor pad!

Le Van: . .. to treat her to a meal that | cooked myself.

Virginia Le: It was a Chateau Mouton Rothschild.

Le Van believes that Ruou Vang, Mon Qua cua Thuong De (Wine, A Gift of God) is the
first book on wine ever written in Vietnamese. Nicole Routhier, a noted Vietnamese
cookbook author who lives in Houston, agreed that may be true.

Wine, excepting rice wine, plays no part in traditional Viethamese culture. When Le Van
was growing up, the long ship voyage and lack of refrigeration stymied its transport to

Vietnam. The wine that somehow survived the hot journey was too expensive for
ordinary Vietnamese, anyway.
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The Vietnamese drink beer and cognac — the former to be sociable, the latter on special
occasions. In fact, cognac is so popular among Vietnamese men that many suffer from
liver problems — one reason Le Van hopes they'll switch to wine.

To get around the transportation problem, French colonialists imported vines from
Burgundy and Bordeaux and tried to produce wine in Vietnam, Le Van said. But they
lacked the technology that might have brought success, and the grapes withered on the
vine, in a manner of speaking.

Today, even in the United States, "We don't pair (Western wine) with our Viethamese
foods," said Anna Tran, who oversees customer relations at Mai's restaurant. "For us,
it's just not something at the dinner table."

Wine, A Gift of God answers many of the questions that Le Van has been asked on his
radio program.

"Of course, if they want to buy a wine book in English, they can find hundreds of them,"
he said. "But they would love to have something with an Oriental touch that they can
relate to. Here they look at the Viethamese edition, they see all these glamorous models
drinking wine, so they feel somehow they are related to it."

Glamorous (some might say hokey) photographs of attractive Viethamese women
posed with glasses of wine are indeed scattered throughout the bright and colorful book,
which was designed and edited by Virginia Le. It also offers basic information on wine
and real-life stories told from a Viethnamese perspective.

In one, a Viethamese-American man is taken to a restaurant by his boss to celebrate a
job well done. The boss invites him to order the wine, a gesture meant to flatter. Instead,
the Viethamese gentleman panics. He knows nothing about wine and fears he'll lose
face if he asks the sommelier for advice.

"In Vietnam, if they give you a job, that means you have to know," Virginia Le explained.
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The trouble continues when the sommelier presents a bottle. Again, the guest of honor
suffers. Why isn't his boss being served first? And why wasn't wine poured for the other
guests? He is, Le Van said, "totally confused and lost."

In Wine, A Gift of God, Le Van outlines the procedure for ordering wine and inspecting
the bottle, a process he illustrates with photographs shot at Tony's restaurant. He also
gives advice on pairing Asian food with wine, which turns out to be mostly common
sense.

As Virginia Le summed up, make sure the wine and food are in balance. If the food is
strong and spicy, the wine must be its match. And while the accepted wisdom suggests
gewdartztraminer or riesling with Asian food, she thinks reds such as zinfandels or robust
cabernets can do the trick, too. Furthermore, pair tannic wines with fatty foods, such as
pork or duck.

"The taste buds are the ultimate judge,” Le Van added reassuringly. "If it pleases your
tastes, it's good."

The couple are translating the book into English for young Vietnamese-Americans.
Meanwhile, back in Vietnam, vintners are again attempting a homegrown industry. The
Les showed me two bottles from their collection — Vang D'alat (wine from D'alat), a
recent gift. Virginia Le is skeptical, but the label promises "marvelous tastes."

peggy.grodinsky@chron.com
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Ga Quy Phai - Lé Vin

T6i vdn yéu thich rwgu vang Phap, nén rat quen thudc véi hé thong kiém soat nhan
hiéu do chinh ph Phap quy dinh, theo dé chi nhirng thi rwou nao san xuét & nhirng
vung néi tiéng 1a lam rwou ngon méi dwoc dung dia danh cla vung doé, dé ghi trén nhan
hiéu, kém theo hang chir “Appellation d’Origine Controlée”, hodc viét tat 1a AOC.
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Muc dich clia hé thdng kiém soat nay la dé bao dam cho khach tiéu thy khéi mua lam
phai nhitng thir reou xoang, nhing mao danh nhirng khu viec dia dw ndi tiéng. Toi clr
twdng hé thong kiém soat chat ché nay chi ap dung cho rwgu vang ma thoi.

Vao thap nién 80, t6i dwa nha t6i di ném rwou & vang Bourgogne rdi nhan tién ghé tham
mot anh ban cii tén 14 Phan, hién dang hanh nghé Béc si tai Bourg-en-Bresse, mét thi
trdn nhd & mién Déng nwéc Phap cach dé khéng xa, thi tinh c& méi duwgc biét thém
nhiéu diéu mai la.

Lau Idm méi cé dip gdp nhau, vo chéng Phan dén tiép chang t6i rat niém né. Trong bira
com tdi hdm do6 tai nha Phan, anh m& may chai rwou quy thét dai ban, va ké& cho ching
t6i nghe vé vung Bourg-en-Bresse, noi anh cw ngu. Dau khéng phai la mét thanh phd
I&n nhwng day la noi co6 rat nhiéu di tich lich st, va nhirng céng trinh kién trac cd dién
con duwoc bao ton cho téi bay gior. Tuy nhién, d&c san ndi tiéng nhat cia ving nay lai la
Poulet de Bresse, mét loai ga dwoc ménh danh la “Ga quy phai”, va duwgc nha nwéc
danh cho quy ché “Apellation d’Origine Controlée” dang hoang.

T6i ngac nhién hdi Phan: - Moa twéng chi cé rweou vang méi dwoc quy ché AOC thoi
chr. Con ga ma cling dwgc nha nwdc chinh thirc cbng nhan a?

— Thé méi goi 1a dac biét hon doi. Toa dirng twéng né chi la con ga ma coi khinh né.
T4t ca cac tiém &n thwgng hang loai 3 sao trén nwédc Phap nay déu hanh dién loan bao
v&i thwe khach rang: Khi quy vi kéu mén thit ga thi tiém chung t6i chi don hau quy vi
“Poulet de Bresse” ma théi, bdi vi chi co thir thit ga quy phai d6 méi xirng dang véi cong
trinh n4u nwéng cha chung téi.
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— Poulet de Bresse thi c6 gi ghé g&m ma lai dwoc dé cao dén thé?

Phan bén hang say gidng cho chung téi nghe vé Con Ga Quy Phai ctia vung anh cw
ngu:

— Cac ban phai hleu rd nguén gbc méi duorc. Dén chung & day tr may tram nam trwéc
da gay nén mot glong ga dac biét, thit an rat mém mai dam da. Glong ga nay con co
thém mét dac tinh h4p dan khac niva 1a ching that dep ma, nhé & chd cac nha nudi ga
da gitr cho dan ga cta ho duwgc thuan gidng. Hét thé hé nay dén thé hé khac, qua may
tram nam lién tiép, ho chi lwa chon nhirtng con ga tréng khoé nhét, dep nhét thudc noi
Bresse m&i cho dap mai. Nhirng con ga tréng dé phai hoi du 3 diéu kién.

- Th&r nhat, bd 16ng phai hoan toan trdng, khéng c6 I4n mau sac tap nhap nao khac.
- Th& hai, mao ga phai dwng ding, to Ién, oai hung va c6 mau doé tuoi.
- Va thr ba, chan ga phai cé6 mau xanh thAm nhw nwéc bién, tie la gdm ca 3 mau xanh,
trdng, dd, y hét nhw 14 cd tam tai clia nwéc Phap vay.

Mot cau chuyén truyén ky ké lai rang: Vua Henri Dé T cGa Phap, trong luc dang du
hanh bang xe tr ma qua vung Bresse, thi chiéc xe clia 6ng bi gay truc, nén Nha Vua va
doan tuy tung danh phai vao nghi tro tai mét quan nhd trong lang va an bia téi & do.
Chu quan don 1&n hau vua mon thit ga. Vua vira thwdng thire vira tAm tac ngoi khen 1a
thit ga ctia noi day cé mui vi thom ngon khoai khau chwa tirng thay. Ngai néi rang: Méc
dau Ngai da ném th&r nhirng ctia ngon vat la & nhiéu ving trong nwéc, nhung khoéng
noi nao khac cé dwoc thi thit ga quy gia dén nhw vay. Nhan dé, Ngai méi thdt ra mot
cau wdc nguyén con duoc truyén tung cho téi bay gior 1a: “Uéc gi dan chiang cia Tram
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Ay

ludn ludn cé dwoc mot con ga nhw thé nay dé bd vao ndi” (toujours, mon peuple puisse
mettre la poule au pot).

—

i

HNRI IV ET LA :POUhE AU POT

Téi ngat 161 Phan va bao:

— Vay thi 6ng Henri Bé T& nay ciing dang duoc ké 1a mot 6ng Vua thudc loai kha déy
che nhi. Trong lich str, thleu gi anh hén quan bao chua chi biét vo vét ctia dan dé an
uong cho théa thué, ngdp mdm ngap miéng, con dan chidng doi khat ra sao cac anh dau
c6 can dé y dén.

— Pbung thé, 6ng Vua nay an mleng thit ga ngon ma con biét nght dén dan, biét mong
cho dan ciing dwoc hudng miéng ngon nhw minh la hon dit may anh Lanh tu mi dan
& thoi dai bay gid réi. Nhwng dé yén moa ké nét cho ma nghe. Pén ndm 1825, mot
Chuyén gia ndi tiéng vé& Nghé thuat Am thwc ctia Phap la 6ng Brillat Savarin trong cubn
sach nhan dé “La Physiologie du Gout”, d liét k& con ga & vung Bresse nhu mot thi
cao lwong my vi ding dau trong tat ca cac loai ga. Ong phong cho né cai twéc hiéu 1a
N&r Hoang ctia moi loai ga vit, va la Con Ga dé cac Vua thudng thirc (La Reine des
Volailles et la Volaille des Rois).

— A, thira la vi thé ma con ga & xtr Bresse nay m&i dwoc goi la ga quy phai, ga co lién
hé dén cac Vua. Dan Phap nha toa that vé chuyén.

— Cai do la dac tinh dan téc cha ho rdi, dau co ai chdi cai. Chuyén gi ch& chuyén an
ngon thi luén luén dwgc may 6ng Tay ba DAm coi la quan trong. Vao ndm 1862, mot
éng Béa twéc & vang Bresse c¢o tén |a le Comte de Hon, lai con ¢b gang lam cho con ga
cta vung 6ng dwoc ndi tiéng trong nhivng cudc thi dua vé Nghé thuat Am thwc & Paris
cling nhw & nhiéu tha dé 16n khac trén khdp Au chau. N6 duwoc wa chudng dén nébi gia
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dét hon ga thuwéng kha nhiéu nhwng van ban rat chay, va bdi vay nhiéu ving khac da
bat chuwdc dé san xuét ra nhirng con ga twong tw, va dan cho né cai nhan hiéu gid mao
la Poulet de Bresse. Ciing vi chuyén nay ma dén nam 1936 da xay ra mot vu kién gitra
cac nha nudi ga & Bresse chdng lai cac nha nudi ga & vuang Jura ké can vé dinh nghia
thé nao la Poulet de Bresse. Tda &n da phai 4n dinh mot dwdng ranh gidi gitra 2 ving,
va phan quyét rang chi c6 con ga dwoc san xuat & bén trong ranh gi¢i cla x& Bresse
m&i duwoc goi la Poulet de Bresse ma thoi. Va dén thang 8 nam 1957 thi Qudc Hoi Phap
da chinh thirc ban hanh mét dao luat danh quy ché AOC cho con ga quy phai & viing
nay. Nhwng thdi dém da khuya. Bon toa cAn nghi ngoi cho khoé khodn. Sang mai moa
sé dwa cac toa di xem nhirng Con Ga Quy Phai dé hiéu rd tai sao chung lai dwoc nguoi
ta wa chuéng dén nhw vay.

SO

W o LES APHO?SHES DE BRILLAT.SAVARIN

nyite par (3
par le plaisir ,

Sang hém sau, ching t6i dwoc gia chi cho &n diém tam bang trirng ga, va nhirng 6
banh mi vang rum, néng héi, vi vira mé&i ra 16 tr mot “boulangerie” ngoai dau phd. Sau
bira &n sang rat ngon, va nhirng ly ca phé thom phurc, vo chéng Phan lai xe dwa chiing
t6i dén mot lang nhé & Bresse dé di tham mot trai nudi ga.

Doc dwdng, Phan ké cho ching téi nghe vé cach thirc nudi ga & day. Anh cho biét
Con Ga X& Bresse van dwoc nudi theo kiéu Ga bi Bo, tirc 14 chung dwoc tw do chay
nhay trong vudn, béi cé dao dat dé tim bat giun dé, 6c sén, cdo cao, chau chau, nhung
ngoai ra ching con dwoc tAm bd thém bang ta mi va bap ngd. Nh& dwoc &n nhiéu hat
bép nén da cla ching cé mau vang 6ng a.

Nudi ga kiéu “en liberté” nay di nhién la tbn kém va mat nhiéu thi gio, nhung cac 6ng
ba chu trai & Bresse van nhét dinh khéng chiu nudi ga theo ky thuat day chuyén. Nubi
kiéu nay thi bay ga tlr luc m&i né ra khdi trisng da phai dirng yén moét ché trong toa nha
thdp dén sang trwng 24/24, nén ching khéng phan biét dwoc ngay dém. Ching thd mé
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ra an lién tuc nhirng thirc &n cé trén 1an kich thich t& (hormones) nén I&n rat mau, va
béo map hon ga di bo kha nhiéu. Phi tdn san xuét ra mét ky thit ga theo kiéu “ky nghé”
nhw vay duoc ha thAp han, nén gia ban rat ré, ma nha san xuat van thau loi lon. Tuy
nhién, miéng thit ga kj nghé an vao miéng chi thay lat théch chir khédng dam da huwong
vi nhw ga di bd, va néu so v&i Poulet de Bresse thi thua kém mét troi mot vec.

Chung téi dén trai nudi ga vao khoang xé trwva. Ong ba chi trai déu 1a nhitng nguoi
dwoc Phan san séc strc khoé, nén ho chao dén éng Thay thubc gia dinh mét cach rat
an can. Sau khi dwoc “6ng Thay” cho biét la cac ban cla éng tir bén My sang choi, va
mudn tim hiéu vé Poulet de Bresse, 6ng cht trai s6t sdng dan ching téi di quan sat toan
thé trai nudi ga, tr cdn nha danh cho I ga me dang &p trirng, cho dén canh déng cd
noi ma nhirng dan ga con dang l6¢ nhéc di boi dat kiém an, rdi dén nhivng chi ga mai
to' v&i bd 16ng 6ng muwot sap stra dwoc dwa ra cho ban.
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Nhwng ndi bat hon ca van la may chang ga tréng véi dang vé hung diing hién ngang
nhw nhi*rng vién manh twéng diéu vé dwong oai trwdc tran tién. Ong chd trai cho biét:
Ong chi Iwa ra mét sb it nhirtng con ga tréng khoé manh nhéat, oai phong nhét dé gay
gibng con thi dem thién. Thit ga tréng thién dwoc gidi sanh an cho 1a bui béo thom ngon
hon ca ga mai to.

N6ng trai ctia 6ng tuy thudc vao hang kha réng Ién nhwng chi san xuat mét sé lwong

thit ga rat han ché. Ly do la vi m&i con ga can cé mét dién tich déng cé it nhat 10 mét
vudng dé béi dat kiém an. Chinh nhing thir d6 an thién nhién nhw giun dat, 6¢ sén, con
trung hay mam non, hat dé roi rung tai dé khlen cho thit ga c6 mui vi dam da khac han
ga ky nghé. O day dwong nhw con nguoi van con séng hai hoa véi méi trwong thién
nhién. Khéng hé c6 chuyén pha thém kich thich td, hay thubc tru sinh vao thirc &n cho
ga.
Di bd qua hét mdt vong néng trai, chuiing t6i — nhitng cw dan & My vén co théi quen mot
budc ciing leo I&n xe hoi — cdm thdy mét bé hoi tai, trong khi 6ng cha trai c& than nhién
réo budc, tinh queo nhw IGc vira ra khéi nha. Ong le tay chup dwoc mét chi ga mai dang
b&i dat & gan d6 va dwa cho t6i nhac thir, réi gidi thich:
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— Ong thay con ga béo tét nhw vay ma twong dbi nhe phai khdng? D6 la vi dat & ving
nay khong cd l&n da voi nén con ga xwong nhé thit mém, khac han véi gibng ga ¢ vung
nui Jura gan day an nhleu da voi, nén xwong to thit cirng va nang ky hon, méc dau dang
vé bén ngoai trong réat giéng nhau.

Chuyén di tham trai nudi ga khién chuing t6i cdm thay déi meo, mac du da an sang nhiéu
hon thuweng 1&. Béi thé, khi dwoc ba chi trai mdi an bira trwa bang banh mi, paté va
saucisce, v&i mot chai rwou vang “gia dung” chadng cé nhan hiéu gi ca, do 6ng anh ho
cla ba & gan do tu tay lam 4y, ching tdi &n udng mét cach hét sirc tw nhién va thich
tha.

Tw biét 6ng ba cha trai va dan ga “quy phai” ma ho cham séc véi tat ca niém hanh dién,
Phan dwa chung téi di coi mét ngdi nha thd cd dwoc xay céat theo kiéu kién tric Gothique
tr thé ky thir 16, & thj trAn Brou ké can. Khi lai xe ngang qua mét day buildings tan tién,
chung quanh c6 bai dau xe rong ménh mang, tréng gidng nhw nhikng tda nha dung lam
Trung tam Héi nghi (Conventions Center) & My, phia trwdc cé tdm bang 1&n véi hang
ch¥ “Parc des Expositions”, Phan vira chi tré vira noi:

— Néu tui toa dén day vao dip L& Giang Sinh thi moa sé dwa di xem cudc Trién 1am
thwong nién cla tat ca cac trai nudi ga & vung Bresse nay. Day nha doé la noi ma cubc
Trién 1am van dién ra moi nam. Vui nhw Tét.

— Trién 1am c6 méay con ga ma ciing phai dung dén ca mét day buildings to I&n nhw vay

ha?

— Thi déa bao la ga quy phai ma. Nguwoi ta lam xoém tu l&m. Khéng phai chi c6 dan dia

phwong & day tham dw, ma con rat nhiéu du khach & xa ciing dén coi cudc Trién 1am

ga nay. Cac du khach dén vi hieu ky. Cac chu tiém an, cha héng cung cap thyc pham

trén toan quoc dén deé lya chon va dat mua Poulet de Bresse cho tiém an, hay hang
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phan phdi clia ho. Cac Chuyén gia am thuc dén dé viét bai phé binh. Cac ky gia bao
chi, dai phat thanh va truyén hinh dén d& théong tin. Nhiéu 1am.
— Ho lam nhirng tro gi trong cudc Trién 1am ma 16i cubén dwoc dong ngudi dén thé?
— Trude hét 1a mot cudce thi tuyén dé chon lwa con ga nao dep nhét, khoé manh twoi tan
nhét, gibng hét nhw thi Hoa Hau vay.

Cling c6 mot Ban giam khao gébm cac nha Chuyén mén trong lanh viwc nay. Ho cho
diém dwa theo nhirng tiéu chuan da dwoc quy dinh rd rét, tr mau sac, dang vé cho dén
thé thit, can nang v.v... S& c6 mot “Ké Hau” dwoc bau lén gitra dam ga mai va mot “ Ké
Vwong” gitra nhitng anh ga tréng do céac chu trai dem dén. Nhirng con ga tring tuyén
sé dwoc trao tang nhirng giai thwdng kha I&n, va trai nudi ga sé nhan duoc rat nhiéu
don dat hang. Sau d6, khach tham dw dwoc mei di coi cac khu v Trién 1am phac hoa
lai d&i sbng clia nhitng con ga & vung Bresse, tir lic m&i né cho dén khi dwoc dwa ra
cho ban. Ho ciing dwoc mei di coi khu trwng bay nhirng con ga da lam thit sén dé thay
mau da vang 6ng, thd thit béo mém cda loai ga nay. Nhwng ngoai Poulet de Bresse,
cudc Trién 1am ciling con gidi thiéu cac néng pham va thwe phdm cla dia phwong nhw
reou Bourgogne, Beaujolais, Cotes-du-Rhéne va “Vin jaune” tirc |1a thir vang trdng nga
mau vang ctia ving Jura gan dé, cung voi cac thir thit ngudi nhw paté, jambon, saucisse,
rillette, va df nhién la ca nhirng miéng “poulet frois™ lam bang Poulet de Bresse nora.
Khach chi can nem th(r reou vang méi vang mét ngum, an thi cac mon charcuterie moi
mén mot vai miéng 1a da da no say khoai chi, ma hoan toan mién phi. B&i thé, nhirng
cudc Trién 1am nay lan nao ciing déng vui nhu Hoi cho Tét clia ngudi Viét minh vay.
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Bi coi nha ther ¢6 va di tich lich s xong thi tréi bat dau t6i. Vo' Phan don da noi voi
chong:
— Bay gio c6 1& minh phai dwa 2 vi khach tr bén My nay di thwdng thirc mén thit ga quy
phai ma minh c ca tung mai, phai khéng anh?

— Buwong nhién |a phai thé. Phan dap lai. Ma mudn biét mui vi Poulet de Bresse dac sac
ra sao thi theo anh nght, ta nén dén Auberge Bressane & gan day la hay nhat.

Nha t6i I&n tiéng huwdng tng ngay:
— Cac ban dwa di coi Con Ga Quy Phai tr sang dén gio ma chung t6i mai chi “kién ky
hinh” chir chwa c6 “thye ky vi”, cho nén dang mudn biét mui vi cia né khac voi ga My
nhw thé nao day. Anh Phan Ia thd céng & vung nay, ma da lwa tiém an chuyén niu
Poulet de Bresse thi chac chan la phai ngon.

Phan gat gu lay Kiéu: “Tram diéu hay c tréng vao moét ta”, réi lai xe thdng dén Auberge
Bressane. D6 1a mot tiém &n theo kiéu Quan Bdng Qué nhung thudc loai trang nha va
lich sw. Anh dén sang diu, ban trai khan trédng, chén dia va ly uong rwou kha dep. Vo
chdng Phan chac 14 khach quen nén cht tiém chay ra chdo dén rat an can.

Sau méy phat phan van vi menu ¢6 qua nhiéu mén hap dan, hai vi phu nhan lya
Escargots a la Bourguignone lam moén khai vi, rdi dén moén chinh la Poulet de Bresse a
la créme. Phan va téi lwa Bui Ech Chién Bo lam mén an choi, con moén chinh thi di
nhién ciing phai la Poulet de Bresse dé biét mui vi ciia né ra sao, nhung t6i khéng thich
kiéu ndu a la créme. Téi bén hdi Phan mét cau hoi ngé ngén:
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— Nay toa, day la tiém &n chuyén nu thit ga ma sao moa khéng thdy c6 mén Coq au
vin nhi?

— Khé 1&dm bb a. Coq au vin la mén ga nau rwou rat binh dan, dung bét cr con ga trdng
tam thwdng nao cla bat cir ving nao cung dwoc. Nhwng day la vung Bresse, chang toi
chi an ga quy phai ma théi. Con ga trbng & tiém nay pha| la ga tréng thién, goi 1a chapon.
Mubn ndu vé&i reou dd, nha bép lwa thir rou ngon cdia lang Nuits-St- Georges cho xrng
v&i thir thit ga vira thom ngon vira bui béo nay. Toa th4y trén menu c6 hang chir Chapon
Nuits-St-Georges, chinh la mén Coq au vin do.

— Bay dét rac rdi 1am chi cho nguoi ta khé hiéu. Thi ct néi huych toet ra la Coq au vin
c6 phai gian di khong nao.

DPén phan lwa chon rwou vang, Phan day t&i triedc mat tdi ban danh sach rwou day com
va bao:

— Toa la “expert”. Toa cr tw y k&u b4t cr chai rwou ndo ma toa cho la ngon dé bon minh
udng v&i nhau mét bira cho khoai chi. Bourg de Bresse chi cach xa nhirng ruéng nho
danh tiéng cta vung Bourgogne chirng d&m ba chuc cay sé nén ruwou Bourgogne rat
dwoc thinh hanh tai day. Meursault 1a mét trong nhivng thé rwou trang rat ngon cla
ving nay, lam toan bang nho Chardonnay ma gia ca khéng dat Idm. T6i kéu chai
Meursault cla nha Louis Jadot dé di véi may mén khai vi. Con rwou dé thi theo ding
chu trwong clia cac tay dau bép trir danh la hé dé &n dwoc ndu bang thr rou nao, thi
nén dung chinh th&r rwvgu 4y dé& ubng chung véi né, tdi lwa chai Nuits-St-Georges cla
nha Faiveley cho phu hgp véi méon Chapon Nuits-St-Georges.
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Mét lat sau, co6 hiu ban dwa ra 2 dia Cuisses de Grenouille chién bo téi thom phtrc, va
2 dia Escargots con dé nguyén trong vé dang bdc khoi nghi ngut. Phan chi tay vao
nhirng con 6¢ sén map map tron trinh dwoc bao phi béi mét I6p sét bo téi v&i 14 parsley
bam nho va néi:

— Day la loai escargot déc san cta ving Bourgogne. Nguwoi ta béat chung trong nhwng
ruéng nho ménh méng bat ngat, con nao con nay map u vi an nhiéu 1a nho. Thit cta
ching vira don vira bui, vira thom ngon tinh khiét, khac han véi thir escargot o udt do
may chu Ba Tau nudi & Dai Loan, réi dong hdp ban cho cac tiém an bén My. Ky truéc
moa sang My duwoc ban bé dwa di an & mét tiém kha sang. Moa order moén escargot
nhwng d& oi 14 d&. Con dui éch chién bo cling la mét mén khai vi ndi tiéng cla tiém
nay.

Nao, xin m&i cac ban thuwdng thirc di chir.
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DPung nhuw |&i gioi thiéu cla Phan, may mon appetizers clia ving nay qua c6 dac sac
b&i vi mui vi ctia nd khac han véi nhirng con bc sén, hay dui éch chién bo ma chang téi
van thuwong hay order trong nhirng tiém an & cac noi khac. Thit ¢ sén vira dai vira don.
Bui éch khoéng 1&n 1dm nhwng mém mai ma khéng c¢d mui tanh. Chang t6i nhap mét
ngum Meursault mat lanh d& quan binh vé&i vi bo téi trong may moén ddc san d6 va cadm
thay hét strc hai ldng, nhwng van trong doi duwoc thudng thire mon chinh ctia biva &n 13
mon thit ga quy phai.

Ngay sau khi may th( appetizers dwoc don di, hai dia Poulet de Bresse a la créme néng
hdi, tda hwong thom ngdo ngat, dwoc ¢ hau ban bwng téi truéc cho quy ba, va ké dé
la 2 dfa Chapon Nuits-St-Georges cho Phan va téi. Dang chuyén trd rén rang, ching toi
bdng im lang va nghiém chinh han lai nhw sép stra lam mét chuyén gi quan trong lam.
Ma quan trong that, b&i vi muc dich clia chang toi dén tiém nay 1a dé tim hiéu xem thit
Poulet de Bresse n6 hon doi & ché nao.

Téat ca sy chu y dwoc don vao vi giac. Téi nhai miéng thit ga tréng thién ma cadm nhan
dwoc cai chat ngot ngao bui béo trong tirng thé thit. Ga twoi bao gi® cling thom ngon
khac han th& ga da bj déng lanh hang may tuan |1& trwéc khi téi tay khach tiéu thu. Va
ga twoi co quy ché “Appellation Controlée” clia viing Bresse r rang |1a ndi bat vi mui vi
dam da, vira thom vira mém cla né. Khéng biét vi chung t6i déi bung sau mét ngay di
bd cat lwc, hay vi thit Poulet de Bresse qua ngon, ma ca 4 dia thit ga déu duwoc vét hét
sach, khéng con bd lai chut ndo, ngoai trlr may miéng xwong.
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Ong chi tiém t&i ban chang téi an can thdm héi xem chung t6i c6 hai long v&i cac mon
an hay khong. Ca bon chung toi déu ngoi khen nirc né. Nha toi trwdc day tirng theo
hoc may khéa ndu an & treong Cordon Bleu trén Paris nén “méo mo nghé nghiép” bén
noi véi dng chu tiém 1a néu dng khéng ngai tiét 16 bi mat nha nghé, thi xin éng cho biét
cach ndu mon Poulet de Bresse & la créme ra sao. Ong cé vé tw hao va trd 1oi:

— Bien volontiers, Madame. Pau c6 bi mat nha nghé gi dau, thwa ba. Thé nay nhé.
Truéc hét, chung t6i béd mét tang beurre frais vao trong chao cho vira séi [én thi tha thit
ga vao, Mbi phan &n phai ntra con ga, gbm ca lwdn ga va dui ga moi da. Ké d6 la mot
cl hanh tay c& 16n, cat [am 4 miéng, chirng mwoi qua ndm twoi loai champignon de
Paris, may cu téi da dap dap nhwng khéng boc vé va mot bouquet garni gébm cac thi
rau thom clia miét Provence. Khi miéng thit ga da chin vang, dé vao dé mét ly Ién rwou
vang trang, va niu nhd Ira cho can bdt trwdc khi cho thém vao mét niva lit créme
fraiche. Tiép tuc ndu nhd Itra trong vong 30 phut, tra thém chat mudi cho vira miéng ké
do bay thit ga lén dia, lay nwdc sauce con lai trong chao loc qua mét vi nhé cho hét can,
roi doi l1én trén thit ga 1a cé thé bung ra cho khach thwéng thirc mét cach ngon lanh.

Xwa gi®, ching t6i rat mé &n Ga Quy Phi ctia Tau, nay lai mé&c thém cai chirng thém
Ga Quy Phai cta Tay.

LE VAN

58



