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NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Riéng tang nguoi ban duong

da cung t61 ngao du Non Nudc Da Vang

va diu t6i di sudt duong doi ém dém hanh phuc.
Ciing ghi lai day nhiing sinh hoat

van hoc, than hitu va hinh anh luu niém.
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Doc “NON NUGC PA VANG”
cuia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung

“NON NUOC PA VANG” 1a mot tuyén tap van xudi va
hinh anh. C6 thé goi 1a “du ky”, “but ky”, vi sach ghi lai cac
cugc “di choi xa”, sinh hoat van hoc cua tac gia. Sach day
khoang 300 trang, gdm tit ca 7 phan. Phan dau tién 1a “Non
Nuée P4 Vang” dugc tac gia chon lam tidu dé chung cho toan
bd cudn sach.

Phan 1: NON NUGC DA VANG

Tac gia say mé tuong thuat lai chuyén du lich ciia v chong
minh vao thang 9 nim 2000 bing xe buyt tir Mount Rushmore
qua Yellowstone Park, r6i Grand Teton Park va dung lai tai
Salt Lake City. Chuyén du lich kéo dai 10 ngay. Day la diéu
ma tac gia mong wdc tur 30 ndm qua, “tinh tung ngay, ndo nic
tung gio”. Poc gid dugce lan luot gidi thi€u: thoat tién 13 4
khudén mit tong théng My biéu tugng cho nén dan chi Hoa
Ky duogc tac thanh tuong trén nui da 1a George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt va Abraham Lincoln
(tai Mount Rushmore). Rdi dén ving Yellowstone Park co
hang ngan giéng phun nudc néng va nhicu da cam, di tha. Pic
biét 1a Old Faithful Geyser (Giéng Trung Thanh) ctr cach nhau
khoang 80 phut lai phun nudc 1én mot 1an kéo dai tir 3 dén 5
phut, hon 120 niam nay giéng ctr phun déu déu nhu vy nén
dugc mang tén 1a “Trung Thanh”. Qua Grand Teton véi nli
non tring diép nhu “nhitng bg ngwe my nhan”. Cudi cing la
Salt Lake City v6i ho rong ménh mong bat ngat.
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Trong sudt chiéu dai ctia chuwong du ky, ngao du son thiy
nay, tac gia cting boc 1 va dé cao hanh phiic gan b6 véi vi phu
quan da gan 30 nam tinh nghia dé vang.

Phan 2: NGAN DAM DU CA

Tac gia tuong thudt lai mot ngay dai hdi ctiia cac cyu hoc
sinh hai Truong Trung Vuong va Chu Van An vao thang 4
nam 2001 tai Toronto, Canada. Tac gia cung mot nhém ban
da bé cong viéc ndi trg, quén s¢ lam, cung ca hat, truyén tro
vui choi bén nhau nhiing gio' phiit hon nhién, tuoi tré trong
cudc hanh trinh hio himg bang xe buyt tir Virginia t6i dai hoi
va tham gia chuong trinh van ngh¢ trong dai héi. Tac gia di
dom ké lai ti mi vi chinh minh 12 mét thanh vién trong phai
doan. Sau do trén duong vé 1a chuyén ghé tham Thac Niagara.

Phan 3: THU GUT BAN QUE NHA

Tinh ban hoc, nghia déng mén trai dai hon nira thé ky tr
Bic vao Nam, tir Sai Gon t6i Hoa Ky da thé hién trong chuong
but ky nay. Tir hai ngoai Ngoc Dung bic nhip ciu tim tinh
cho nhitng dong mén trudng trung hoc Trung Vuong tir Ha
NOoi trude nam di cu 1954, tir Sai Gon trudc nam di tan 1975,
con ¢ lai quéc ndi. Tac gia ké lai mot s6 sinh hoat v&i hinh
anh cta than hitu Trung Vuong hai ngoai va gui vé cho cac
ban hoc cli noi qué nha.

Phan 4: LAC VAO KHUNG TRANH

Vao mua Xuan nim 2004 tic gia cuing chong di xem trién
lam Beyond The Frame tai Vién Bao Tang Corcoran Gallery
of Art trong Washington, D.C. Nhiing tuong cinh ba chiéu
(paintings in three-dementions) dugc tao dung y hét tranh ctia
mét s6 hoa si Itrng danh thoi xa xwa nhu ba danh hoa phai “4n
tuong” Phap 1a Renoir, Monet va Manet, cung danh hga Hoa
Lan, Van Gogh... Codng trinh tac tugng theo tranh, dac biét
chua timg c6 nay ctia mot diéu khic gia ngudi My tén 1a J.
Seward Johnson, Jr. Ngudi xem tranh ¢6 thé di vao btic tranh
s& mé cac birc tuong, leo 1én givong nam, 1én ghé ngdi v.v...
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Bugc thuong ngoan cong trinh tac tugng nay voi nguoi ban
duong ciing 1a mot diéu may man, hanh phuc trong cudc séng
Ira doi cua tac gia.

Phan 5: THEO DAU CHAN AN TUONG

Thang 10 ndm 2004 tac gia thich thu ciing chong di xem
“yuon tuong” Ground For Sculpture ctia hoa si diéu khic gia
ngudi My J. Seward Johnson, Jr. tai Tiéu Bang New Jersey.
Noi day la mot cong vién rong lon trung bay ngoai troi nhitng
tac pham cua 6ng va cua nhiéu nha diéu khic khac. Cac tac
pham nay 1a nhitng pho tugng va nhiing canh phong theo cac
“bikc tranh danh tiéng nghé thudt thé gidi, than twong
Hollywood va danh nhan lich sit Hoa Ky...” Mot lan nita,
ngudi doc duoc thdy hanh phuc cua tac gia trong mot cudc di
choi va thudng thirc nghé thuat nay.

Phan 6: NHUNG NGON CO THOM

Tac gia ké lai vé su tham gia cua minh véi tap chi van hoc
Co6 Thom. Tam Ca Nguyét San Co Thom gop madt trong lang
bao van hoc hon mot chuc nam trudc day. Thoat ti€n Ngoc
Dung 13 “mot trong nhitng tdc gia da ung ho hién kim va dong
g0op bai vo” cho tap chi nay. Hién nay Ngoc Dung la chu
nhi¢m kiém chu but tdp san. Ngoc Dung ghi lai mot s6 sinh
hoat cua tap chi cling cac cdy but cong tac, nhét 1a nhitng budi
hop mit “ky niém ngay sinh nhdt hang nam” cia bao Co
Thom. Nhiéu giai thoai van chuong, nhiéu tén tudi trong gidi
vin hoc, nghé thuat ving_Thu D6 Hoa Thinh Dén, khiap My
Qudc va Au, A da dugc nhéc t6i trong chuong but ky “Nhing
Ngon C6 Thom”.

Phan 7: HINH ANH GIOI THIEU

Tac gia ghi lai mot s6 hinh anh cing sinh hoat trong nhiing
1an ra mét cac tac pham vin hoc cta chinh minh:

- Phuong Van Né Bén Troi Ha Ngi duge ra mét sach tai
Virginia vao thang 5 nam 1995. Sau do6 tai Nam California vao
thang 7 nim 1995. Tac phim nay di duoc tai ban lan thir hai.
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Pay 1a tap hoi ky thir nhat, tac gia ghi lai cudc doi minh tir
thoi tho 4u sdng yén vui ddm 4m bén cha me anh chi em tai
Ha No1. Nhirng ky niém ctua Ngoc Dung gin lién voi cac danh
lam, phd ¢ cia dat ngan nim van vat. Got son cua thiéu nir
Ha Thanh d6 di bén nhitng dau an lich st cho t6i ngay dat
nudc chia doi. Hinh bong mdt thanh nién Ha N6i da [am tap
hoi ky thém phan tho mong va lang man.

Tuy la tic pham dau tay, nhung tap hdi ky Phuong Vin
No Bén Troi Ha Noi da dugc cong nhan 1a mot tac phém van
chuong dugc cht y trén van dan.

- “Sai Gon Ning Nhé Mua Thiong”. Hdi ky. Ra mit sach
tai Virginia vao thang 9 nam 1996. Sau d6 tai Bic California
roi tai Nam California vao thang 10 nim 1996. Cubi cung la
tai Philadelphia vao thang 11 nam 1996.

Tap hoi ky tha hai ghi lai cude doi cua tac gia tir luc roi
Ha Noi, cung gia dinh di cu vao Sai Gon nim 1954 dén khi
quen biét va lap gia dinh v6i mot nha van ndi tiéng, roi chia
tay sau vai nam. Trudc khi Sai Gon sup do, tac gia két hon
v6i mot nha ngoai giao Hoa Ky va dem con vé song hanh phiic
tai vung Hoa Thinh Pén cho tdi nay.

Tap hoi ky di gay soi ndi vi tinh chat thanh that, vi cic nhan
vat ndi tiéng c6 that ngoai doi, vi trong lich st vin chuong Viét
Nam chua ¢ cdy viét nit nao dam ké cai t6i that su trong tac
pham, ma theo thanh kién 1 “cai t6i dang ghét”. Tac pham Sai
Gon Ning Nhé Miea Thwong ciing 43 duoc tai ban.

- “Diém Trang Lam Déang Cudc Poi”. Tho. Ra mét sach tai
Virginia vao thang 6 nam 2000. Rdi sau d6 tai Bac California
vao thang 7 ndm 2001. Day la mot s0 bai tho tam tinh da duoc
Nguyen Thi Ngoc Dung 6m ap, cat gilr tur thud hoc tro va mot
s0 bai tho viét & hai ngoai, tic gia ké ndi long sau ngay Sai
Gon sup db.

- “M¢t Thoang May Bay”. Tap truyén. Ra mit sach tai
Virginia vao thang 9 nam 2001. Pay la nhiing truyén dugc
tac gia viét nhur c6 that vé nhiéu hoan canh ciia Nguoi Viét di



10 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

cu trén dat My sau thang 4 nam 1975. Nhiéu doc gia tudng
nhu Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung viét vé ho, viét cho ho, dé thong
cam va chia sé ndi vui budn véi ho.

*

Trong subt cudn sach Non Nuoc Da Vang tac gia da gioi
thiéu voi ban doc nhiéu noi trién 1dm, nhiéu thing canh noi
tleng, vai budi hop mat sinh hoat cua nguoi Viét hai ngoai va
nhat 12 mét sd hoat dong cung céc “khuén mat” quen thudc
trong lang van hoc, ngh¢ thuat, hoi hoa, &m nhac v.v... Mot
tap sach gidi thidu vé du lich hodc cic bai twong thuat dudi
ngoi but ctia mot phong vién ciing déu c6 thé 1am duoc nhu
thé. Nhung dan trai giita nhitng dong chir cua tac gia, ngudi
doc cam nhan duoc phﬁn nao “tam sy’ cua Ngoc Dung.

*

Ngoc Dung viét: ‘Chuyen nay quyét dinh bé hét chuyén
doi, di choi mét chuyén xa hoi!”. Sau d6 trich dan hai cau tho
ctia Nguyén Binh Khiém: “Ta dai ta tim noi ving vé,

Ngueoi khén ngueoi t6i chon lao xao”.

Viét khi ngam nhin thung liing Old Faithful khéi swong tién
canh: “Tim ¢6 don giita thién nhién ving vé, xa lanh chén lao
xao, on ao ndo nhiét, may mdn va hanh phiic lam thay!” Phai
chang day la cai “tam sy’ > dau tién cua tac gla ngudi mudn
lanh xa cai “bui bam tran gian” cua nhitng noi hoi hop dong
“nhan vat” va dﬁy... “thién ha sy” trong mot xa hgi ma hau
nhu “vat chat” dugc coi trong hang dau?

Tinh qué huong luén vuong van trong tim hon va theo
chén tac gia tdi khip néo “du hanh™: “Cdanh doi hoang co dai
ménh méng dy trong quen thudc qud, nhir da thdy ¢ Pa Lat
hay o dau?” “Phong canh twa nhu mot lang qué Viét Nam,
mdi tranh téa khéi bép ndu com ciia ngwoi dan triede khi di
cho hay ra dong cay bira budi sém”.
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Theo ca dén cach chon d an thirc udng: “Téi goi tém xién
ot, hanh, ndm nuéng va an véi com. Chuwea di dwoc ba ngay da
nhé com, nhé gao roi ddy, quy dong hwong thong cam chir?”

Tinh qué phang phat trong dd vat: “Mgt mii quen thudc
dwa vao khiru gidc téi. A, mui da bo, cai mui bay ra tur cdc cua
tiém gidy, vi, va-li trén Pwong Lé Thanh Tén, trudc cira Thu
Vién Quéc Gia Sai Gon cii”. Ct mudn luu gitt méi cai hoi
huém qué huong: “Pén ché xa la han véi khung canh Viét
Nam ma van nhdn dwoc mii qué huong thoang thodng ay,
16i mua mot cdi vi nhé véi miii da bo... chi dé nhé dé thwong.”

Luc nao ciing ¢6 ¥ thirc d& cao dan toc minh nhu khi ngoi
ca mot nit hoa si gdc Viét Nam: “Nguroi dong hwong ciia minh
thom, thi minh ciing thom ldy. Nén toi khong bo qua nhitng
dip co thé gioi thiéu vé sur vé vang dan Viét cua minh.”

Trong hanh trinh du lich, ngém nhin canh vat va sinh hoat
cta qué nguoi, tac gia chot ndi 1€n mot vai suy tu duom mau
triét Iy. Khi thi vé chinh tri: “Tién t6i mét nuée My gidu manh,
thanh binh, an lac nhu ngay hom nay, con nguoi da phai tranh
déu lién tuc, bé hdn thir chiu phuc thién va phai co nguoi chi
huy tai gioi, nhan dao, vi dan, vi nuéc thuc sw.” (tr.57). Khi
thi ndng vé mat tam linh, phang phat cai quan niém “luan hoi”:
“Nudc chay ra song, ra bién, gdp nang boc thanh hoi, thanh
may, gdp lanh bién thanh mua, thanh tuyet roi lai roi vé viing
niii non dat da nay Théi thi nguén cao, suoz can oi! Hay kién
trinh doi cho, gio sé dwa mdy mua bang tuyét tré lai véi ' nguoi
nhé! Nuée sé tro vé nguon!” Va tir d6 ¢ y tuong mudn mot
ngdy nao co thé theo phuong phap lam cho tim hon minh lang
dong: “Trudc phong canh trong lanh, tinh khiét lam tinh than
sang khodi, twoi vui, toi mong woc co ngay tro lai, o ldu hon
dé tinh thién véi canh vdt thién nhién c¢é mot khéng hai trén
trdi dat nay”

Cudi cing chan 1y d3 t6 rang, mdt quan niém nhan sinh
duoc tac gia dé cao sau khi di thim mot cudc trién lam: [Hanh
phiic la noi tw minh tao ra, ty minh tim thdy. Hay ‘make time
for your happiness]
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Ngoi bat cia Ngoc Dung ddi khi ciing khéng kém phan di
dom. Viét sau khi trong 1én qua 6ng nhom vé mot ngudi dan
ong: “T6i co vai, nhay mdt véi Robert. Ong chong t6i cuoi
hién tir vé cdi tro tiéu khién vé thwong vé phat ciia t6i”... Viét
sau vai suy nghi van vo ctia minh trong tro vui: “Va chi nghi
tham théi, chiv hé méi hé miéng ra nhie thé véi chang ciia t6i
thi dung hong dvwoc di dau mot minh nita!”

‘Giong van d6i luc vira di dom vira Sm ¢ nhu khi ngim
giéng nudc nong Old Faithful biéu dién phun nuéce “Ngay
dém, ngwoi di phun ‘nhiét chdt’ bao nhiéu lan ma van khéong
biét mét w? Nhitng vi diing manh, phd ky luc thé giéi, lam nhw
vay dwoc bao nhiéu nam, bao nhiéu tuéi nhi?” Ta canh luc
giéng phun yéu: “phi hoi nhu dng gia mét nhoadi, hét gin cot’”.

Tac gia ké c6 mot ba du khach reo vang 1én “C6 con bod
rung, bén tay trai. Con bo dwc!” Thoi mot ba du khach khac
1én giong khéi hai: “Hé! Sandra, ba c¢6 con mdt tot lam day
nhé” “Ba nhin thodng ma da thdy ngay cdi dee ciia né!” Ca
doan du khéch cuoi 16n.

Khi ndi vé mét anh chang ham leo nui, tuy néi 1a nguy
hiém: “Nhung bdy gio néu cé dip, hdn lai muon dwoc leo lén
nita, nhw cac ba dau dé thé khéng bao gio dé nita nhung ba
thang sau lai ¢6 bau.

Nhin 6ng chdng dn mdt moén in sang, Ngoc Dung viét:
“Ngay ndo chang ciing an dwoc nhw thé. Téi thi chiu, trong
cdi bat oatmeal nhw cdm cho heo dn, chang hdp dan chiit ndo,
nhung bé lam dcfy cac cu q.

Khi di xem trién 1dm, nhin vao mét pho tuong nit khoa
than, tac gia tréu choc hoi chong: “Nhin ¢ nang Olympia, anh
c6 himg gi khéng?”. Ong chong gat phét di: “Anh khéng c6
hitng voi twong.” Tac gia viét: “Robert do mdt trd 107 va bop
chdt ban tay trdi cua t6i. Cdi nhan cdn vdo ngon tay lam t6i
dau diéng va kéu lén oai odi, chang mdi chiu budng tay t6i”

Khi nhin tugng canh mét cap nam nit ngdi bén nhau trong
mot ti€ém an tac gia ta: “Tay chang quang qua lung ghé cua
nang, mat dam duoi nhin nang nhw san soc tham hoi: ‘Em da
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b6t méi chan chira? Ching minh di bg hoi nhiéu nhi. Em muén
anh bép chdn cho em khéng? Em mudn ding coffee, ice cream
hay banh ngot?’ . Roi tac gia di dom thd 10: “thng chinh
chang Robert da hoi nang Ngoc Dung nhw vdy.” Tac gia tra
10i: “Cho anh ng dén t6i vé nha. Bay gior em mudn uong ca
phé, an kem va ca banh ngot nita”.

Nhung diém noi bat nhét trong toan bd tic pham c6 18 1a
cai “tinh vo chong”, cai “nghia phu thé”. Luc nao Ngoc Dung
cling mudn tho 16 diéu nay va to ra tran quy rat muc.

Su quin quyt cia v chong tac gia khién cho mét cip vo
chdng du khach khac phai hoi: “Hai éng ba méi cudi nhau
ha?”. Tac gia to 10: ... nhitng ké thich 6m eo nhau, ndm tay
dung dang dung dé, hay ngéi dwa sat vao nhau... Ngueoi ta cie
twong chiing téi con trong thoi ky trang mdt néng hoi, nén cadt
di 29 nam da vang cua chung t6i”. “Toi hon nhe trén ma
Robert va cam on chang da giir loi hira, dwa toi téi vung Non
Nudc Da Vang nay. Doi mdt chang da hét trong xanh tudi tré,
nhung van long lanh xic cam nhu bao gio. Chang dap lai voi
chlec hén trén vang tran da hon mira cude doi suy ti cia t6i,
vang tran khong khac chi hinh vé nhitng 16p nham thach trong
long Giéng Trung Thanh.”

Tac gia dé cao tinh cam cta mot ba vo cung di du lich véi
ong chong ngdi xe lan: “Cdi nghia Non Nudc Pd Ving thuc
su thé hién & cap vo chéng nay. Ho da keo son gcfn bo cho toi
luc géi mdéi chdn chon, thuc hién 10i nguyén woc cung du lich
nhitng noi da hira hen voi nhau tw bao gio. Va ciing nhu nhitng
cdp vo chong dau bac rang long khdc, trong dé c6 chiing
t0i...”.

T6 ra ludn quy trong chong minh, tac gia viét khi tham thac
nuéc Niagara: “Pdy la lan thit hai t6i ditng triwede canh thin
thoai nay. Lan ddu tién téi t&i ddy ky niém 25 ndm bac... ddu
voi Robert, nguoi ban duong dang yéu cia t6i”’. Khi hai vg
chdng di xem trién 1dm tranh, ngoi trén xe: “Nét mdt tuoi rang,
Robert nhin sang t6i dam dudi, va bén cii sao lai, chang dwa
tay t6i 1én méi hon: “Anh rdt sung swomg, ching minh cé date
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voi nhau hom nay. Anh cam thd'y nhw ngay chung ta moi quen
nhau. I love you, baby”. Khi dé nghi di xem mot cong vién,
ong chong sot sing dong y ngay: “Cé diéu gi t6i yéu cau ma
chang tir choi dau!”

Khi roi mét cira hang ban d6 ky niém: “Trén duong ra xe,
Robert om toi sat nguoi, viea di viea mo mong: ‘Via he nay lam
anh chot nhé téi hé dwong Thong Nhat, truée cira Toa Pai St
Hoa Ky ngay nao, da nhiéu lan chiing minh hen ho di trén dé
nhi?’ Sau d6 luc 1én xe ong chong noi: “Cam on cung da cho
anh mét buéi hen ho thdt hanh phuc. I love you, my dearest”.

C6 luc tac gia viét say swa vé hanh phtic cua minh: “Nhiing
cdp vo chong gia nhw ching téi dén ving cao nguyén
Yellowstone duwoc dip suy nghiém vé troi cao dat cd, ddy uy
quyén linh bién, dwoc dip thira hwéng cdi dep tinh tiy, linh
diéu cua thién nhién ban cho loai nguoi. Chung toi da ghi lai
mét lan nita nhitng hanh phiic bén nhau va cam on nhau cdi
tinh thuy chung, cdi nghia da vang da cho nhau hon nira cuc
dot”.

Viét trong mot doan khac, sau khi di xem trién 1am vé: “Toi
1t mdy swdi néng, xuong kinh xe, hit thé khéng khi trong lanh
khi qua giong Séng Potomac ménh méng tran ddy nhw hanh
phiic chiing t6i dang ¢6 va da cé tir ba mwoi mdy nam qua’.

Loi ca tung hanh phuc khong luc nao dut: “...tink nghia da
vang da cho chung t6i chia sé hanh phuc quy gida bén nhau
giita thién nhién tuyét voi, vii tru huyén bi, dat troi cao cd, vi
nhdén, thién tai da digc ghi danh, tac twong doi doi kiép kiép”.

Cudi cung tac gia tAm su: “O tudi dd vang, hay mau mau
gitt 107 thé non nude, kéo khéng con co héi! Quy vi oil”
“Trong dam du khdch, xem ra c6 nhiéu cdp ké cd chung toi da
man nguyén giir dwge 10 hen non thé mede, vo chong da mdy
chuc nam, nay dwa nhau toi day cung thién nhién ghi tac tinh
nghia dd vang”. Dén day nguoi doc hiéu 16 1y do tai sao Ngoc
Dung lai chon cho tic phim ctia minh 1a: Non Nuée Pd Vang.

*
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Ngay tir dau tap sach tac gia da thd 16 y mudn: “chia sé
kinh nghiém c6 thé lpi ich cho cdc djc gia di sau”. Nguoi doc
qua da tiép thu dugc khong nhimng chi dan lgi ich vé kinh
nghi¢m du ngoan, sinh hoat ddy d6 ma con linh hoi dugc ca
céi thong diép vé tinh nguoi ndi chung hay tinh yéu vo chong
chung thuy “d4 vang” noi riéng cia ca nhan Ngoc Dung. Tron
ven ca tinh 1an nghia! D6 qua that 1a mot diéu dang quy!

(Virginia, nién dat ciia Tinh Nhan, Thang 7 nam 2007)
Tam Minh NGO TANG GIAO

Tiéu Sir Nha Tho
Tam Minh Ngé Tang Giao

Sinh tai Ha No¢i. Truong thanh & Sai Gon. Lap nghiép tai Da
Lat v6i nghé Luat su va tham gia Ban giang hudn Vién Pai Hoc Da
Lat. Pinh cu tai Virginia Hoa Ky tir 1989.

Khoi viét naim 2000 va xuét ban tap tho chuyén ngit Anh-
Viét “MUA XUAN” (SPRING RAIN). Sau d6 ngoai nhiing
bai viét thong thudng dang tai rai rac trén cac tap san, trong
d6 c6 Co Thom, di chuyén qua viét chuyén vé Phat Gido tir
nam 2001. Tinh t6i naim 2007 d3 hoan tat 15 tac pham.
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Cambe
NON NUOC PA VANG
Tang Ngoc Dung

Tinh nghia thiy chung tron véi chang
Sanh vai ngim canh lic miia sang
Giéng phun khoi bdc lan tho mong
Sudi chay dong reo tiéng ron rang
DPuong nét khung tranh luén 13 ludt
Dang hinh twong da mai huy hoang
D3i hon ba chyc Xuan nong thim

boi1 dep nhu non nudce da vang.

Tam Minh
(7-2007)

Hoa
TINH NGHIA DA VANG
Tang Robert

Thai tir long em chi c6 chang

Ttr khi dinh ménh dit diu sang

May xanh mit biéc tinh cao ca
Déang lich vé thanh nghia r& rang
Thuong tdng nang tho ngdi quy toc
Yéu trao nguoi ngoc tudc ba hoang
Ngao du non nudc dudng thién ly
Hanh phuac tram ndm mai choéi vang

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
(7-2007)
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NON NUOC DA VANG

Tét ca nhitng niém mo wdc riéng tu ciia toi déu that nho
be, néu toi da thue hién dugc cling khong la. Nhung c6 mot
niém mo udc rat tam thuong ddi véi nhiéu nguoi, ma tir 30
nam qua dén nay méi thanh su thuc véi t6i. D6 1a chuyén du
lich bang xe buyt tir Mount Rushmore qua Yellowstone Park,
Grand Teton Park va dung lai Salt Lake City trong thang chin
vira qua.

Thuc vay, tir nhitng ngay con & Sai Gon doc bao Thé Gidi
Tu Do cua Co Quan Thong Tin Hoa Ky va nhiing bai hoc Anh
van trong sach English For Today tai Hoi Viét-My, t6i dd mo
duoc di du lich va tham Viéng cac danh lam théng canh, cac
ky quan Nudc M¥ cling nhu céc dai ky niém, céc vién bao
tang Thia D6 Washington, D.C., toa nha United Nations,
Empire State, tuong Nir Than Ty Do New York, Thac
Niagara bién giéi Hoa Ky va Gia Na bPai, Grand Canyon
Arizona, Mount Rushmore South Dakota, giéng phun nuéc
nong Old Faithful, Yellowstone Park, Wyoming...

Tuong nhitng wéc mo 4y chiang bao gio thanh sy thyc,
nhung tir khi theo chdng vé My nam 1972, t6i da lan luot thuc
hién dugc ngay hay tuan ty sau ndy. Ngoai trir hai dia danh
cudi cung, cho t&i thang bay vira qua, Robert, phu quan toi
moi giit hai chd di du lich bang xe buyt ciia Hang Tauck (qua
American Automobile Association, AAA) diu rang chiing t6i
da toan tinh tir ba ndm nay.

Ca thang trude khi di, t6i d3 dy tra dem theo quéan 4o nao
cho thich hop véi thoi tiét ngay dém chénh léch nhau t6i
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40°F; ban ngay 1én xudng xe buyt, leo nii, leo ddi, bang rimg,
16i sudi...; ban dém dn ngu trong khach san thuong 1a kha
lich sy. Tham chi, t6i lo c4 cho 6ng xa t6i vé nhirng chuyén
do ntra.

C6 du moi thtr can dung rdi, nghi rang khéng can sam sira
gi nira, vady ma 2 ngay trude khi di toi lai mua thém hai cai 4o
khoac khong qua mong, khong qua diy va cd vé ring ri hon
40 chung toi da dinh mang theo. Hai cai va-li ning dén ndi toi
khong nhic 1én ndi. Theo gidy chi din cua hing du lich, ngoai
gidy di trén may bay, gidy di bo, gidy di an com t6i trong khach
san, may anh, ching toi mang theo a0 mua mong, du nho, mi
nhe, thudc xit mudi, 6ng nhom, kinh ram, dén bin, ban dd,
sach du lich nhiing vung di t&i1 nira chi? Du khach khong phai
mang hanh 1y 1én xudng xe buyt, ra vao khach san, da c6 nguoi
lam viéc d6. Vi thé, tdi m&i chon hai cai va-li 1on nhit ma
chiing t6i thuong dung mdi khi di choi California trén maot
tudn. Ching t6i khong phai tra tién thu lao bat cir viée gi co
trong chuong trinh cta hang du lich, ngoai tror cho nguoi
huéng dan va tai xé & cudi ching duong.

S& di t6i mudn ghi lai chuyén du lich phong canh thién
nhién ky tha ndy boi vi: thir nhat, cam himg nghé nghiép nhu
hoa si dung trudc mot my nhan, mdt canh dep, ma lai khong
mang gia gd, son, co ra vé tranh hay sao; thi hai, chia sé kinh
nghiém cé thé ich loi cho cac doc gia di sau; tha ba, t6i chua
nghe, chua doc but ky cua tac gia Viét Nam nao viét vé ky
quan thé gi6i nay.

CHU NHAT NGAY 10 THANG 9, NAM 2000 — Vo chong
t6i di du lich nhiéu 1an nhung thudng chi ldy tour mot ngay,
chua bao gio 1ay tour 10 ngay véi hang du lich ndo, nhat 1a di
t6i noi ma t6i hang mong uéc tir 30 ndm qua. Toi tinh timg
ngay, ndo nirc ting gio. Chuyén nay nhat dinh bo hét chuyén
doi, di choi mét chuyén xa hoi!
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Ta dai ta tim noi vd'ng Ve,
Ngueoi khén ngueoi téi chon lao xao M

Cubi ciing sang tinh mo Chii nhat ngay 10 thang 9, nim
2000 cdu con trai lon da téi dua ching toi ra phi truong.
Nguyén Thuy bao gio cing gianh xach va-li cho ba me va con
nhic chiing t6i mang theo s6 dién thoai cam tay ctia vo chong
cau, cung din do chung t6i phai udng nudc nhiéu khi 1én nai
cao hay di bd mét. Thud xa xua, ba me sdn soc con, bdy gio
dugc con san soc lai cling phai thoi!

Trudc khi 1én may bay toi mua mot quyén Reader’s Digest
dé doc giét thoi gio. Trong sb thang 9, nam 2000 co6 dang cau
chuyén that “Amy’s Choice” rit cam dong. Nhiing truyén dya
theo su thuc va trong thé gidi bun lay van nhé 1én nhitng déa
sen tinh khiét d& xuc dong toi, nén xin ghi lai sau déy:

“Mot co bé tén Amy co ba nguoi em trai va mot nguoi em
gdi. Cha bé di biét. Me vao tii ra kham lién mién vi nghién
ma tiiy. S& Xa Héi khéng cho ba me nudi giit va chung song
voi nam dira con. Ba ngoai dwoc phép gir cac chau. Amy
vira di hoc vira di lam va sian séc cac em. Khi S¢ Xa Hoi biét
dirge nguwoi me van tiép tuc nghién ngdp bé tha, lén lit vé ¢
VOi cdc con va ba ngoai chung, ho da dinh phdn tan va giao
chung cho cdc cha me nuoi tam thoi khac. Amy phai dirng ra
nan ni, cam két di lam hai viéc, thué mét cai phong riéng cho
cdc em & va san séc ching. Khi Amy 19 tudi, cé ¢é ban trai
va co con. Nguoi nay bdt ¢6 chon lwa: mét la anh ta va dira
con ciia hai nguoi; hai la bon dira em ciia ¢é. Amy da chon
cdc em, nhitng dira bé 6 cha, ¢6 me ma chang khdc gi mo coi.
It lau sau, S¢ Xa Hoi lai quyét dinh nhitng diva em ciia Amy
phai c6 cha me nuoi thwong truc, lau dai. Nhung thay Amy
van cuong quyet doi giit cac em voi day tinh thwong, nhitng
dika tré van muon song chung véi nhau nhw mét gia dinh va

1[1] Tho Nguyén Binh Khiém, 1491-1585, ty Hanh Phu, hi¢u
Bach Vén Cu si; tuc goi Trang Trinh la bac cao st doi Mac. Ong
¢0 nhiéu bai tho vinh canh nhan, loi 1€ khinh bac, cham biém.
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chung co ve thanh thdt hira sé an ¢, giit gin nha cira vé sinh
sach sé hon, S¢ Xa Hoi dé nghi Amy phai lam don xin la me
nudi ciia ching. Amy chdp nhan tat ca. Cdc em ¢é ciing thich
thit hwdng iing y kién d6. Toa An da ky gidy chitng nhén c6
la me nudi ciia cdc em. Vi sie tiép tay cia S¢ Xa Hoi, Amy
thué dwoc cdi nha co vwon nho, nuéi mot con cho nhu da hira
VGi cdc em, cling chung song voi ching va dira con trai nang
nhw mét gia dinh dam am.”

Vira doc hét truyén trén, may bay dau xudng phi truong
Denver, t61 xam xam di theo huéng hanh ly. Robert goi o1 61:

“Cung o1, di huéng nay co ma!”

“Pi hudng hanh 1y kia cha?” Tai cai.

“Ching minh khong di lay hanh ly bay gio, phai 1én may
bay khac di Rapid City r0i mé&i xudng. Tour bat dau tir do,
khong phai tir day.”

“Vay ha?”

bi du lich mdt minh, té1 phai ty lam tung budc, ty nhd
ting viéc. Nhung di v6i Robert, t6i i y ¢6 chong lo tat ca,
chang thém xem xét hanh trinh. Chung t6i phai doi 3 gio sau
moi c¢6 chuyén bay di Rapid City, mot thanh phd méi dugc
thiét 1ap tir nam 1876.

Vi Rapid City nhé va khong xa 1im véi Denver, nén chi
c6 may bay ba gia kéu ram troi rong dat, nhirc dau, nhic tai
hanh khach, ciing chi i ach chd dwgc 24 ngudi. Chuyén trude
d6 mot gio dd day hanh khach, vi thé chung t6i phai doi
chuyén sau.

Ta1 phi truong Rapid City, vira ra khoi cira may bay, toi
nhin ngay thay cai bich chuong to 16n ¢6 bon khuén mit Tong
Théng George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore
Roosevelt va Abraham Lincoln trén Mount Rushmore. Toi
reo 1én bang tiéng Anh:

“Ho day roi!”

Robert nam chit tay toi to ¥ thong cam véi niém vui mung
dé dang cua vo. “Suitcases” cuia chung toi khong c6 tai chd
ldy hanh ly. Chung toi dén mot phong lam viée klem thi thay
chung da & d6. May bay trudc khong co chd ngdi cho chiung
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t6i ma chi co6 chd cho hanh ly! Ngudi hiang du lich ra don
chung t6i ngay tai phi trudng va dua vé khach san lich sir Alex
Carlton Johnson?®?l. Trén xe, ba tai xé da hanh dién xde ngén
tay giéi thiéu ki nghé 1am nir trang bang vang dia phuong dai
dugc trong vung.

Khach san ching t6i ¢ dém nay, cao muoi may tang, duoc
kién tric bang gd theo kiéu mién Nui Bavarian, Duc Quoc va
duoc trang hoang voi nhitng hinh anh, di vét cta thd dan Da
Do. Khach san Alex Carlton Johnson dugc coi 1a sang trong
nhét thud méi duoc hoan thanh nam 1927.

Sau khi nhan phong, treo bd quﬁn 40 dinh mac budi tdi 1én
mic cho bét nhau, chung 61 di bd ra ngoai an nhanh bira trua
tai Burger King. Troi nang choi chang, duong phd Vang Ve,
cura tiém chung quanh sap s¢, cu ky, chang c6 gi hap dan.
Ching t6i khong la ca, di thang vé khach san.

Tbi dau tién cua chuyén di, Hang Tauck co tiéc tiép tan
cho khéch du lich. Chung t6i dugc C6 Judy Brown, nguoi
huéng dan cudc hanh trinh, dua gidy c6 tén dé dan trén nguc
va mot danh sach 41 hanh khach. SO dong nhat 1 20 ngudi tir
Anh quéc. Ho ¢ trong mdt nhom du lich vo1 nhau da nhiéu
nam. SO con lai dén tir Tiéu Bang Florida, Michigan,
Oklahoma, Maryland, Rhode Ireland, Louisiana, Alaska,
California va mot cap dén tir Virginia 14 chang t6i.

C6 Judy dén tir New York. C6 trang diém va phuc sirc
gian di. Khach du lich ¢6 v¢ trinh trong, chai chuét hon 1a khi
ho ¢ trén may bay. C6 ba méc vay dai, vay ngian. C6 6ng mic
suit & tie. Robert mac quan xam sam ao khoac xam nhat, 4o
pullover bén trong gan mau v6i quan. To6i mic quan lya den,
4o tay dai va xoe, thit eo trudc bung; hang 40 mau rugu chat,
in cac hinh thé c6 vé Da Do; khan lua nhé mau do that quanh
cd, trong ciing hop thdi hop canh véi mién South Dakota con
in nhiéu dau vét thd dan xua.

2[2] Tén cua ong pho giam dbc Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, nguoi da xay dung khach san tir nam 1927.
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T&i1 ban rugu va cdc moén an khai vi, chiing toi bat diu chao
hoi moi nguoi, tu gioi thi€u, va nghe gidi thiéu. Nhiéu nguoi
tap doc cai tén Dzung. Téi di quen v6i sy viée lam dan thiéu
s tir nhiing 1an t6i di tour mot minh véi cac vi phu nhan khac
trong thoi gian theo chong di ngoai giao trudc kia. Céc vi phu
quan trong toa dai stt, vi nhiém vu, khong thé ra nhau du lich
cung mdt lac; hoac, ho khong c6 chung mot s¢ thich voi cac
ba nhu sim quan 40, mua dd su, pha 1¢, hay dy mot bira com
tra, mot budi picnic chi c6 phu nit. D3 lo tit ca cong viec
nha ctra, tiép tin, com nudc, chdng con, chung t6i t cho phép
duoc cing nhau ra ngoai giai tri lanh manh nhu thé. Du da
vang miii tet, toi van dé dang hoa minh v6i céc ba mit xanh,
mii 10.

T6i nhan thay ngay tir lic méi vao phong tiép tan, cac quy
vi du khach déu trac tudi vé huu. Vai ngudi da c6 vé Iy khu,
trir mot phu nit tré, ngudi Anh khoang gan 40 tudi ngdi cling
ban an véi chung t61, bén canh cha me c6. Giodi tré khong
thich di cai tour gia nua nay. Ho muén ty 1ai xe véi con cai
nho hay ban be vui nhdn, tré trung hon.

Vai ngay sau t0i duoc biét 6ng ngudi Anh kia 12 S§ Quan
Hoang Gia vé huu. Trong ban chiing toi con c6 hai ba ngudi
Anh khic va mot ba Ngudi My dén tir Palm Spring,
California. Thuong thuong toi chi dugce nghe giong tleng Anh
trong phim anh hay trén TV. Léu lim, ké tir ngay roi Au chau
cach day 15 ndm, bay gio t6i mai c¢6 dip nghe truc tiép giong
thuan tiy English rat dé thuong iy. Trudc khi vao tiéc, co
huong dan Judy Brown tu n6i vé minh va gidi thiéu nguoi tai
x€ xe buyt cua chuyén du lich, Ong Doc Williams. C6 Judy
cling yéu cau moi nguoi cho cac ban ddng hanh biét minh tu
dau t6i, c6 tha tiéu khién gi. L& di nhién da sé déu noi da vé
huu, c6 tha di du lich. Biét toi hay khiém ton, Robert thi tham
choc qué:

“Em s€ n6i em 1a nha van va nha tho cha?”

“Khéng,” t6i huych nhe khuyu tay chong va tra 10i.

Pén luot chung 61, Robert tu gidi thi¢u anh c6 Website
vé Human Rights For Workers. Ti chi noi toi dén tir ving
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Béc Virginia va c6 tha tiéu khién viét van, lam tho. Nhiéu
tiéng “0” t6 y ngac nhién hay cam phuc? Vin chuong, thi
phu la kha nang thién phl nén nguoi ta thuong nghi phai co6
tai méi viét duoe.

Khi chiing t6i an trang miéng, c6 huéng din nhic nhé du
khéach sang hom sau phai san sang hanh 1y sau ctra phong, cho
nguoi khach san dem ra xe lac 7 gid. Phong @n sang mo cura
6 gi0 va 8 gio xe sé€ 1én duong di Mount Rushmore. Co6 Judy
cho biét s& xép chd ngdi trén buyt theo thi ty tén ABC nhu
cac tour thuong I€... Sau bira an trua, bang tén ciia moi nguoi
lai dugc chuyen hai hang ghe theo chiéu kim dong ho. Viée
ddi chd ngdi sang trua hai lan nhu thé trong sudt cudc hanh
trinh, moi ngudi sé 1an lugt ngdi trén, ngdi dudi, bén trai, bén
phai, khong ai phan nan dugc. C6 hudng dan ciing cho du
khach biét c6 va nguoi tai xé s& cung di voi chung toi trong
sudt 10 ngay cho t6i cudi cude hanh trinh va mong rang s& lam
moi ngudi vira y.

C6 nguoi hoi:

“Thoi tiét ngdy mai nhu thé nao?”

Co6 Judy khong tra 161 dugce, chi khuyén moi nguoi nén
mdc ba 16p 40. Nong vura thi co1 16p bén ngoai; nong hon,
co1 16p bén trong; ndng nira thi danh chiu va nguoc lai.

THU HAI, NGAY 11 THANG 9, NAM 2000 — Sang
hoém sau, khi dong 2 va-li lai va dé ngay bén trong ctra phong
ngu trudc 7 gio, ching toi Xuong phong an sang da thay nhiéu
ngudi. Ching toi o quyén goi tirng mén an hodc lay bat cur
mon nao trén ban buffet, it hay nhiéu tiy ¥, chi viéc ky gidy
dé tén voi sd chuyén du lich va phong khach san. Sy nhanh
chong, gian di rat can thiét cho mot doan 41 nguoi, nhiéu khi
hang trim néu c6 chuyén buyt khac cling nglng clng ngay,
cung ltc trong khach san. Moi ngudi thudng 13y thire an buffet
cho le. Toi thu cai bao nho dung hai cai banh ngot, hai qua
tao cho hai vo chéng. Kinh nghiém du lich da bét budc t6i
phai 1am thé. Vi khong thé an nhiéu lic sang sém va dén 10
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gio dd doi rdi ma con phai ra xe 1én ddi, xudng ndi, lam sao
chiu ndi. C6 khi 1 gio chiéu chua duoc an trua.

15 phut trude 8 gid, xe di nd may va ddy ngudi ngdi.
Khong khi trong lanh thom mat. Bﬁu tro1 xam tro, Am u suong
mu. Khi chao hoi, ¢6 huéng dan tran an vog chong toi ngay:

“Tén cta 6ng ba & hang ghé cubi nhung dan dan s& chuyén
1én hang dau.”

“Khong sao, khong sao,” chiing toi cudi hiéu biét.

Cai xe trong nhu méi va dai tham tham. Bén trong co hai
day ghe d6i cho timg cip ngdi rong réi, ém ai. Tén du khach
dugc gan ngoai ngan hanh Iy trén tran xe. Chung toi ng01 hang
ghé gan cudi, ciing day vai tai xé. Con hai hang ghé trong to1
phong v¢ sinh & goc bén kia. C6 Judy ng01 hang ghé dau sau
tai xé. Co ba hanh khach phu nir ngdi moi ngudi mot hang
ghé riéng. C6 18 ho thich vay. Trai lai khong 6ng nao doc
hanh ca. Cac 6ng c6 nhiéu chuyén giai tri khac hay la khong
chiu dyng dugc noi c6 don du lich nhiéu ngay?

Trén ghé mdi nguoi c6 mot chai nudce sudi nhd va mot tim
ban d6 dudng truong. Ching toi dé tai xach tay dudi chan.
bung 8 gio xe buyt dong cura va chuyén banh. Mot 1an nira,
C06 Judy chao moi nguoi qua dng vi am khong day va lai gidi
thiéu tén ong tai x€ Doc. C6 trao viéc cho cdp ngoi hang ghé
dau, ngay cua lén Xuong Xe:

“T6i rat do vé van dé theo dbi thoi tiét nén tdi xin nho dng
ba glu viéc nay va cho chung ta biét thoi tiét tot ngay hom
nay.” Moi ngudi déu hiéu do 1a mot céu noi gidn va co nghia
13 hai du khach d6 khong biét vé thoi tiét thi chi c6 troi biét.

Xe buyt roi Rapid City di vé huéng Mount Rushmore va
1én cao dan theo dudng nti vong véo qua rirng thong thang tip
va cao vat. C6 Judy bat dau néi vé lich sir Mount Rushmore
va dién tién hinh thanh d&o tac 4 khu6n mit Tong Thong My,
biéu twong nén dan cha Hoa Ky.

Ngon Mount Rushmore cao khoang 5725 bg, nam trén
vung Black Hills, South Dakota. Theo 15i ¢c6 huéng dan, s
di c6 cai tén Black Hills vi khap vung 14 ring thong rdm rap,
trong xa nhu mau den. Mount Rushmore cach Rapid City
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chimg 23 dim vé hudng tdy nam. Trudc nim 1885, nai nay
chua c6 tén, nhung tir ndm do6 da dugc dit theo tén ong ludt su
dén tir New York, Charles E. Rushmore. Néu dich ra tiéng
Viét, tén ho 6ng nay c6 nghia 1a nhanh, gip hon nita. Khong
hiéu cha con Ong Rushmore c6 trong dam ngudi chen 1an, d6
x0 di tim vang trong thoi California Gold Rush khong?

Diéu khic gia Gutzon Borglum dugc Tong Thong Calvin
Coolidge chi dinh tac khuén mat bdn vi téng théng duoc coi
nhu nhitng Vi Thanh Dan Chu cua Nudc M§. Gutzon
Borglum bt tay vao viéc tir nam 1927, & tudi 60. Pén thang
3 ndm 1941, khi cong trinh gan két thiic sau bao vt va, kho
khan cé vé tai chanh lan ky thudt thi 6ng qua doi. Con trai ong
1a Lincoln Borglum tiép tuc phan tac twong va hoan tat tuyét
my vao thang 10 cung nam.

Gutzon Borglum di ndi tiéng trudec d6. Nam 1920 6ng
hoan thanh Pai Ky Niém Chién Si Mién Nam, Confederate
Memorial trén Nui P4 Georgia. Ong 1a nguoi tu sira lai ngon
dubc Tuong Than Ty Do va nhiéu tuong thanh trong nha tho
St. John tai New York. Gutzon Borglum da tac buc tugng n6i
tiéng Seated Lincoln (Lincoln Ngbi) tram tu mic tudng trong
Toa Bach Oc va tuong ban than 16n hon khé nguoi thuong,
cling cua vi tong thdng nay, va dugc dit trong Toa Nha Qudce
Ho6i Hoa Ky... Gutzon Borglum sinh nam 1867 tai Idaho, la
con mdt nguoi géc Pan Mach theo dao Co Bdc (Mormon).
Ong dugc theo hoc nganh My Thuat tai Paris.

Céc du khach trén xe cung reo 1én khi nhin thay bn khuon
mat hing vi cua bon vi Téng Théng: George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt va Abraham Lincoln
ngao nghé trén dinh nti d4 hoa cwong Rushmore. Pa s6 dan
Viét trude khi thi vao cong dan My ai cting phai hoc qua lich
str Hoa Ky va biét tiéu sir may vi tong thong ké trén. Néu doc
gid nao quén thi xin cing 6n lai véi Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung.

George Washington 1a Tu Lénh luc quan Cach Mang My
va dugc bau Tong Thong dau tién ciia Qudc Gia Hoa Ky. Ong
tai chirc hai nhiém ky, tir nim 1789 dén nam 1797.
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Thomas Jefferson la tac gia Ban Tuyén Ngon Doc Lap
(Declaration of Independence) ctia Hoa Ky nim 1776. Ong la
Tong Thong Hoa Ky thi ba (1801-1809).

Abraham Lincoln, Téng Thong thir 16 ctia Hoa Ky (1861-
1865), nguoi tién phong thiét 1ap lai sy doan két Nam-Béc va
cdo chung t€ nan no 1¢ trén dat My.

Theodore Roosevelt 1a Tong Théng Hoa Ky thir 26 (1901-
1909). Ong la nguoi hoan nghénh viée dao xay Kénh Panama
va nhiéu cong trinh phat trién, bao ton qubc gia va cai cach
doi séng dan chung Hoa Ky.

Mount Rushmore (Nantional Park Services)

Xe buyt ngimg trong bii dau may tang rong 16n. Nguoi
ta udc lugng nam 2000 c6 2,700,000 du khach Viéng tham
noi nay. Bay gid da hét mua nghi h¢ ma du khach con dong
lam. Toi dinh xach cai tui to to b, voi du, kiéng, mil, 6ng
nhom va vi tién nho, ba hanh khach ngdi ngang hang ghé voi
chung toi noi:
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“Mang cai tai to ndy theo lam gi cho nang. Toi dé tit ca
trén xe chi nén di tay khong.”

“Nhung c6 thé toi can tién mua vai thir ky niém.” T6i tra 1oi.

“Tiéu tién cta ong ay. Toi ciing dé chong t6i tra cho t6i.”

“Bacé 1y,” t6i ndi va chi dem theo cai ng nhom xudng xe.
Nhung di dugc mot quing, thay troi mua phun lanh lanh, t6i
trd lai xe. Cira xe chwa dong, tai xé con dimg d6. T6i nhay voi
1én xe, nhic ca cai ti xach deo 18n vai rdi chay ra chd doan du
khach dang xép hang dé chup anh. Viéc nay do hang du lich
da xép dat trude. Robert doi toi téi va cung ngdi khuyu chan
vao hang dau trén san d4 van xanh va quay lung vao chan nui
Rushmore ma bbn khuén mit Tong Thong dd sd, uy nghiém,
hudng vé phia mat troi con dang bi man may xam che phu.

Sau do, chung t61 dugc mot tiéng déng hd dé dao xem
phong canh. Béy gid t6i méi co dip nhin k§ hon sic dién cuia
cac vi nhan trén nti. Theo nhu c6 hudng dan va tai lidu toi
doc thi dau cia cac ong cao bang mot cai building sau ting.
Néu céac éng dung thang 1én thi c6 kich thudce than nguoi cao
465 bo. Cac vi tong thdng trén dinh nui kia da song khon, chét
thiéng, dugc dan ching thd phuong doi doi, kiép kiép.

To6i con nhd phim North By Northwest (1959) cua Alfred
Hitchock, do Cary Grant va Eva Marie Saint thu vai chinh,
duoc dién ra trong khung canh Mount Rushmore. Nhung
nghe noi, khi lam phim, dao dién phai cho duc lai bdn khuon
mit Tong Thong Hoa Ky tai Nhat. “Pung thé, ai cho céc ong,
cac ba tai tir leo tréo 1én mat mili, dau ¢6 cac vi Tong Thong
ma dudi nhau, ban stng loan xa?”

Muia hé, nhiéu budi ca nhac dugc té chirc ¢ rap hat ngoai
troi rong rai co6 nhidu hang ghé ngoi, duoi chan Mount
Rushmore. Téi c6 lan da xem, trén vo tuyén truyén hinh, mét
bubi trinh dién ca nhac déng qué, Country Music rat 16n cta
hang méy chuc ca nhac si vé hoi hop & day. Moi budi tdi co
18 nghi chiéu dén mau cd Hoa Ky sang 1én khudén mat cac vi
Téng Théng. Néu & lau, du khach c6 thé leo tréo quanh nui,
di may bay truc thiang lugn quanh ving Black Hills, hay ngdi
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ghé treo lo ling trén day cable trong khong trung va duogc 1én
tan dinh Mount Rushmore.

Chung t61 khong chon 1én nti hay vao rung, nhung vao
phong t6i xem cudn phim 13 phut vé dién tién tac twong ni
da hoa cuong Rushmore. Du khach nghiéng minh kham phuc,
chiém ngudng tai tri phi thuong cua Piéu khic gia Gutzon
Borglum va nhiing nguoi tho sudt 14 nam trudng cheo leo trén
nui, dat chat nd, khoan duc, tac déo, mai diia tac phém vi dai
nhat giira thién nhién cao ca, Shrine of Democracy (Pén Dan
Chu) ctia nha diéu khic xut ching Ay.

Khi mat tro1 vira 16 ra khoi may, chiing t61 voi vang chup
cho nhau mdi ngudi mot tim anh trén Avenue of Flags, gitra
hai hang cd ctia 50 Tiéu Bang Hoa Ky. L&i ra vao chinh nay
nhin thang 1én bon khudn mit vi nhan trén dinh nti. Vo chong
to1 duoc mot cap déng hanh tinh nguyén chup cho mot buc
hinh tai géc canh do.

Tt tréi, hang ngdi: Robert thtr hai, Ngoc Dung thi ba.
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Ngoc Dung dudi chan
Shrine of Democracy, Mount Rushmore.
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bam may xam nhat mong dan rdi tan lodng trén bau trot
cao, anh ning chiéu 1én sic dién tuoi sang cua cac vi tong
thong. Hinh nhu tir trong nhitng d6i mét tinh anh, nhirng cap
moi linh dong 4y phat ra mot thong diép:

“Hai cong dan yéu quy, hily manh bao budc theo niém tin
tudng cua ta. Hay 1am rang &, vé vang cho qudc gia dan toc
ta. Hay bao ton va ton trong thién nhién cao ca. Hay lam
nhiing gi xirng dang 1a loai nguoi. Héy dem tu do, dan chu va
hy vong cho nhén loai trén thé gioi...

Cai khong khi thiéng liéng ay phang phit trén ca birc
tuong da den ghi tén hang trim ngudi tho da gop phan vao
cong trinh tac tugng trén Mount Rushmore. Pa s6 ho phai
theo hoc moét 16p tac tugng trong khi lam viéc. Cong trinh
khéi sy tir nam 1927 dén ndm 1941, bn khuén mit tong thong
hoan thanh. Téi chup thém cho Robert mot tim anh trudc birc
tuong tuong ni¢m do. Ca doi ngudi anh hung cia téi phuc vu
cho nghiép doan tho thuyén nim chau, bon bé ma!

Chung t61 tr¢ lai xe buyt dung gio hen. Nhitng du khéach
déu to ra c6 y thurc, nghiém chinh thyc hanh 161 dan do cua c6
huéng dan. Chd ngdi ciia chiing t6i dugc nhich 1én hai hang
ghé. T6i mang Ién xe vai tai liéu dé doc thém vé dia danh nay.
Vi duong truong con 8 ngay di nita, toi chi mua vai thir ky
niém lat vat nhu buu thiép dé gui cho con cai, ban be va gitr
lai phong xa khong chup dugc hinh ung y. Cho b suu tap,
trong gié xach tay cua t6i cling c6 mot miéng nam cham, mot
cai chen 16n dé udng ca phe€ c6 in hinh Ni Rushmore véi bbn
vi tong thong. Toi c6 may hop nhirng huy hiéu bang vai théu,
mua tai cac noi di du lich & Au My tir mudi may nam vé trude.
T6i dinh khi vé& huu s& gin chung 1én mot cai bang 16n treo
tuong 1am ky niém. Nhung cho dén nay chung van duoc cat
trong ngan tu, nén t6i da ngung tro choi nay.

Nhin lai Mount Rushmore v6i bon vi nhan Hoa Ky Iui lai
ddng sau, t6i min nguyén voi dja danh nay. Phong canh
khong khac nhitng phim anh t6i xem va nghe noi tir trude ma
con cho toi cai cam giac sung kinh khi dung trudc dén dai
tuong niém linh thiéng nay. Chi tiéc rang chung t6i khong
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dugc ¢ 1au thém mot hay hai ngay de c6 thé tham tha canh vét
khac trong vung va dam dudi voi gidc mo tién nhan.

Xe di trong rung thong cua vung Black Hills dugc 2, 3
dam thi ngung lai cho chung t61 vao Borglum Historical
Center (Trung Tam Lich St Borglum). D6 1a mét khu nha
béng g mot tﬁng, gian di moc mac nhung bén trong chua tai
lidu vé ca cudc doi mot danh nhan, mot kho tang ngh¢ thuat
quy gia cua Piéu khic gia Gutzon Borglum. MJ&i ngudi duoc
dua cho mot cai may ghi 4m khong day, nho, bé ngang va bé
day 1 inch, chiéu dai khoang 10 inches. Du khach ap may vao
tai, di dén dau, no s& 1én tiéng gidi thiéu ting khu vuc trong
nha bao tang dén day, ching can nguoi chi dan. Mot ngac
nhién rat 16n d6i voi du khach, Gutzon Borglum vira 1a diéu
khic gia, vra la hoa si. Ong c6 nhiéu tuong dong, tuong cam
thach tring va tranh son diu. Tac phim ndo cua Borglum
cling déu thudc loai my thuat thuong thang. Chung t61 dugc
thdy tan mat birc twong bing dong ndi tiéng, Seated Lincoln
(Lincoln Ngbi).

Sau d6, xe dua chung to6i dén Crazy Horse Memorial
Center ciing trong vung Black Hills, South Dakota, cach
Mount Rushmore d6 nira gio xe. O day du khach dugc xem
hinh anh phim truyén vé Crazy Horse, tén mot vi anh hing
ngudi Da Do. Khi hiu hét cac bo lac va ti truong Da Do déu
qui phuc Chinh Phu Lién Bang Hoa Ky, va rut vao mét khu
vuc danh riéng cho ho, Crazy Horse van chéng cu lai su viéc
d6 va phan khang chinh phit Hoa Ky x4m chiém dat dai tho
dan. Ong mot minh mot ngwa phi khap ving rimg nii South
Dakota nhu chd khong nguoi. Cé mot sy quan da hoi ong:

“Vay dat ciia anh ¢ dau bay gio, Crazy Horse?”

“P4t ctia toi ¢ noi ma toi duge chon khi chét.” Nguoi anh
hung Da D¢ tra 10o1.

Sau nay Crazy Horse bi mot nguoi linh lién bang ddm 1én
sau lung va tir thwong. Dén nay, khong cir ngudi gbc Da Do
ton tho Crazy Horse nhu than thanh, lich sir Hoa Ky ciing
chiém ngudng khi phach anh hung ctia 6ng.
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Tu truong nguoi Da PO Sioux, South Dakota, Henry
Standing Bear da nhin thiy sy hinh thanh bén khuon mat Tong
Thong Hoa Ky trén Nti Rushmore. Ong nghi rang ngudi Da Do
cling da ¢6 vi nhan nhu vay. Vao nim 1939, Standing Bear viét
thu moi Korczak Ziolkowski tac tugng Crazy Horse trén mot
ngon nui trong ving Black Hills. Nha diéu khac da nhan 10i.

Korczak Ziolkowski sinh tai Boston va md c6i sém. 18
tudi, ong da lam duogc 55 céi Grandfather Clock, loai d@)ng hd
16n duge dong trong mot ci ti hep bang gd qity my thuat va co
tiéng chudng am vang thanh thot. Ziolkowski tur hoc tac tugng
va dd n6i tleng trong nude. Trong vong mot ndm 6ng lam xong
mau tuong bang dat xét, Crazy Horse minh tran, phi ngua véi
toc dai bay trong gio, tay trai chi ra phia trudc mat. Sau do,
Ziolkowski di South Dakota chon ngon nui da phia trén Trung
Tam Pai Ky Niém Crazy Horse bay gid dé tac tuong.

Ngay 3 thang 6 nam 1948, ong Ziolkowski m¢t than méot
minh khoéi sy véi hon 100 d6 la trong tai, mot diu, mot may
khoan va mot hop chét nd voi y dinh tac ndi tugng khéng 16
563x641 bo. Khi Korczak chét nam 1982, nti tuong chi moi
thiy md md hinh con ngua va ngudi ky ma. Vo 6ng cing
mudi ngudi con trai va con gai 6ng di tiép tuc cong trinh dy.
Théng 6, nam 1998, khuén mat cao 88 bd cuia Crazy Horse
duoc khanh thanh. Nam 2000, 52 nam sau khi Korczak
Ziolkowski v& dé nui, viéc tac tugng van tién hanh. Nguoi
anh hung Da Do cung con chién ma than linh s& dai nhu mot
cai du thuyén 16n va cao nhu mot toa nha choc troi 60 tang.
Ca bdn khudn mit cua bdn vi tong thong trén Nui Rushmore
hop lai ciing khong 16n bang khuén mit ciia Crazy Horse.

Trong khudn vién Crazy Horse Memorial Center, du khach
dugc nhin thay tuong mau Crazy Horse ngdi trén con tudn ma
bang cam thach, chi cao 10n ¢& 1/34 twong twong lai trén nui.
O gbc canh nao d6, nguoi ta c6 thé thdy tuong dudi dat chap
vao tugng trén nii ma c6 thé trong cude doi ho s& khong bao
gio dugc thay nd hoan thanh. Cong trinh tac twong rat cham
chap vi van dé ngan quy va tugng duoc tac qua 16n lao.
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Con ngudi tuy nhé bé van chinh phuc dugc thién nhién
hung vi, dat duoc cong trinh vi dai bang udc vong tot dep, 1y
tudng cao ca va sy ving long, bén chi.

Hon mét gio chiéu, du khach duoc dua téi dn trua tai mot
quan dn xdy cat theo kiéu nha cua thd dan Da Do, bén ngoai
rai rac 18u vai cao nhon trén dong co bat ngat. Quan an da
dugc bao trude s€ co mot xe buyt 43 nguoi d6 bo vao nén da
danh riéng may ban cho ching toi voi thuc don “Quy vi ¢6
quyén an tit cd cic moén quy vi co thé dn duoc”. Tuy nhién,
dung tudng bo, “all you can eat” & qué huong Crazy Horse
chi c6 vai thir sa-1at vun, sup dic nhu bot, ga chién cing ngic,
thit bo kho toi boi, khoai chién nat bét, dau diia xanh ludc nhir
t. Nhung, tat ci du khach déu doi meo nén an rat ngon
miéng. Ching t6i ngdi v6i cip vo chong Oklahoma City va
cdp Michigan. Ong chdng cip sau da vé huu, ba vo khong
con tré nhung van di 1am. Moi ngudi déu to ra rit xi giao than
thién voi nhau.

Sau bira trua ching t6i 1én xe buyt dudi troi ning dep.
Vung ddi cé trip trung, nhip nhé nhu séng don dén tan chan
nai xanh lo xa tip. Canh d6i hoang c6 dai ménh moéng ay
tréng quen thudc qua, nhu da thiy ¢ Pa Lat hay & dau?

C6 hudng dan ndi qua 6ng vi am:

“Phong canh do6i co bao la clia South Dakota 13 xuat xir
ctia bo phim Little House on the Prairie®®], mé chung ta van
dugc xem trén man anh vo tuyén truyén hinh...

A thi ra thé. T6i hinh dung thiy ngay mét trang trai binh
di cudi thé ky 19 sang dau thé ky 20 cta rnlen Tay Hoa Ky
trong d6 c6 mot gia dinh nong dan voi doi sdng moc mac
nhung vo chdng con cai thuong yéu nhau, vui vé, dam am.
Nhiing c6 bé toc vang nhu to, vay xoe dai phu chan, tung tang
chay nhay gitra dong xanh c6 mudt, lua thua rap ron nhiing
canh hoa dai du mau. Xa xa, an duéi boéng b thu mot can nha

3[3] Phong theo bo hoi ky 9 quyén, Little House ciia nha van ni
Hoa Ky Laura Ingalls Wilder, 1867-1957. Tac gia chi bat dau
viét khi tudi da luc tuan.
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6 nho toa khoi bép nén tho. D6 1a khung canh Little House on
the Prairie ma thud cac con t6i con & bac tiéu hoc hay vira 1én
trung hoc, gia dinh chiing t61 thuong cho doi hang tuan de cung
nhau qudy quan xem phim nay chiéu trén man anh truyén hinh.

C6 Judy néi tiép:

“Chéc quy vi da xem phim Dance With Wolves?... Phim
doé cling duoc quay trong vung Spearfish Canyon cua South
Dakota phia bac kia, cach chung ta khong xa.”

Ciing nén biét rang xe ctia ching t6i dang di theo huéng
tdy. Mot ngudi 16n tiéng hoi:

“Li€u ching ta c6 dugc thiy canh hang ngan con bo rung
bj xua dudi va sin ban nhu trong phim ay khong?”

“Khéng,” ¢6 Judy cudi. “Canh san dudi bo rimg d6 chi con
thy trong phim. Bay gio bo rimg duge tu do sinh séng trong
cac vung hoang da. Nguo1i bi cam khong duoc sin dudi ching.
Nguoc lai, trén duong di, neu gap bo rung hay cac thu hoang
khac, ta phai nhuong quyén uu tién cho chung néu khong,
chung s& cudp quyén uu tién... song cuata.”

T6i con nh¢ canh hang ngan con bo rung ndng hang tin bi
xua dudi, chay ram ram, nha rung, dat chuyén trong phim
Dance With Wolves. Tai tir chinh ctia phim la Kevin Costner
dong vai mot Trung Uy Quan Ddi Chinh Phu Lién Bang.
Chang nhdy ma mot minh theo nhip diéu thé dan Da Do
chung quanh ngon lira ryc chay, trude sy chimg kién ctia mot
khan gia trung thanh 1 con cho s6i rit quyén luyén chang. Tur
d6, nguoi dan 6ng da tring c6 don giira thién nhién 4y duoc
th6 dan dit cho cai tén 13 Dance With Wolves, Nhay Mua Véi
Cho Soi.

C6 hudng dn chi tay vé phia chan troi tay-bic:

“Hoém nay chung ta may man, trdi trong may cao nén co
thé nhin thiy phia xa kia 13 Devil Tower, Pai Ky Niém Qudc
Gia thién nhién dau tién cia nuéc My. Qui vi c6 nhé phim
Close Encounter Of Third Kind do tai tir Richard Dreyfuss
dong vai chinh khoéng? Phim d6 duoc ldy canh tai Devil
Tower ddy. Cai phi thuyén cia mot hanh tinh da dép xudng
dudi chan Devil Tower.”
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Devil Tower 1a thap d4 thién nhién c6 hinh dang gidng nhu
mot gde cy bi chit ngang than, cao khoang 865 b trén ngon
cdy trong vung hay bang mot tda cao ¢ choc troi. Puong
kinh chan thap khoang 1000 by. Puong kinh ngon thap chung
275 bd. Trong phim Close Encounter Of Third Kind, nguoi
hanh tinh khac da chon Devil Tower lam thap méc phi trudng
dé dap phi thuyén cta ho xudng trai dat. Ho chi mudn trao ddi
vin hoa véi dan dia cau trong tinh hiru nghi hoa binh.  Cac
nha khoa hoc My cling muén c6 tinh giao hao t6t dep voi
nguoi hanh tinh khac néu ho khong c¢6 y quy ma, ac ta. Do la
y nghia truyén phim.

T6i nghe tiéng ba Rhode Island réo to voi nguoi tai xé:

“Doc, 6ng co thé queo té1 d6 mdt chut dugce khong?”

“Pi t6i day ma khong dén dugc d6 thi udng lam,” mot du
khéch khac phu hoa.

T6i khong nghe 6ng tai xé tra 16i. C6 Judy tir tén néi qua
6ng vi am:

“Nghe dau c6 nguoi trén hanh tinh khac dang xudng tham
vung do, nén vi Iy do an ninh, chung ta khong dugc phép vao.”

Du khach cuoi 1o ca xe buyt. Co Judy co6 tai an néi luu
loat, rd rang, ranh mach va rat thudc bai dé gio1 thidu ting
vung, ting chi tiét dia du, lich str. Khi c6 cat tleng, du khach
déu ngimg ndi chuyén va giit im lang. Do la diéu tdi can thiét
dé nghe duoc nhitng diéu chua biét hay 6n lai nhimg diéu da
quén, tan dung du lich dé “Pi mot dang hoc mot sang khon.”
Chung t6i cam thay may man c6 Co Judy.

A 12

Devil Tower — National Park Services
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Luc nay, chung t6i da di ra khoi vung rung thong Black
Hills cua South Dakota va 1én rang Nui Rocky Tiéu Bang
Wyoming. Xe nging lai tai mot dia diém cao hon 5,600 bo
ctia ngon Nui Elk @& du khach nhin xudng thung ling thang
canh c6 bay ma ching toi vira di qua. Xe ¢ nho nhu hop diém
di chuyén quanh co trén dong co hay cheo leo trén duong do6i
xody trén dc. Trong ning, khong khi van chi mat, chir chua
thdy lanh. Cai da nay c6 18 t6i s& phai mua 40 mua hé mic.

Nui d4 bat dau 16m chom, khe vach sau khong nhin thay
day. C6 chd da ngdn ngang trén trién ni duge mang tén The
Falling City (Thanh Phé Sup P6). C6 chd trong nhu nhiing
tod lau dai co, nhitng ngon thap nha thd nhon...

Qua lang c¢6 mo than va cai tén vuong gia c6 kinh
Newecastle mugn tir Anh qudc, xe di vao Tinh Gillette. Toi
héi gidn c6 hudng dan:

“Co phai nguoi ta 1am ludi dao cao rau ¢ Tinh Gillette nay
khong?”

“Khong,” C6 Judy tra 101, “tinh mang tén mdt vién chirc
kiém soat dudng hoa xa, Edward Gillette. Tinh nay chuyén
vé chan nudi trau bo, khai khan mo than va dﬁu héa.”

Nhin thiy nhitng gleng dau day do voi cAn may ngang 1én,
cti xudng nhu toi tap the duc mdi budi sang, toi chot nghi dén
phim Giant va canh giéng dau phun 1én den ngom nhu hic in.
James Dean déc chi cuoi ha ha, nga nghiéng gdi mua dau den
nhon, bong nhiy tir ddu toi chan. Tai tir than trong nay chét
tré nén khong bao gio bi nhin thay cai chét bénh tat nhu Rock
Hudson hay cai su vé gia tan ta nhu Elizabeth Taylor. Hai tai
tr ndy cung dién xudt trong phim Giant véi James Dean.

Pé duodng trudng rat ngan lai, thoi gian tréi nhanh hon,
khi xe chay ngang qua mot con sudi can mang tén Crazy
Women Creek, c¢6 hudng dan ké rang: “Thdi con ¢ su xung
dot gitra dan chan bo cow-boy va dan Da Do, c6 mot phu nir
da tring rat hung dir, ching né sg mot ai. Ba ta 0 bén bo sudi
nay. Déan Da B¢ ciing phai khiép dam, cho rang ba dién.
Nghiét mot ndi, ba hay an cap ngua cua dan chin bo, nén sau
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cung da bi ho giét chét. Dan Da Do toi nghiép, chon cit ba
bén gidng sudi va dat tén 1a Crazy Women Creek.”

Vi cau chuyén trén, t61 mua mat tam hinh 6 giong sudi
d6 khi n6 cudn cudn chay qua mot khe da cua ving Bighorn
National Forest ma ching toi sap di toi.

C6 Judy noi thém rang: “Wyoming ciing la tiéu bang thir
nhét phu nir dugc di bau cir va ¢6 nir dan biéu dau tién trong
Quéc Hoi.”

Cole séng trong tiéu bang dat rong nguoi thua, thién nhién
bao la, hiém trd, nén ngudi dan ba ctng phai ra tay dong gop
sirc manh trong cugc sinh ton va nguoi ta som biét dén su
dang né cua vai tro phu ni.

Tir ngay 101 qué huong, toi chi thiy bd My giéng bo Viét.
Con buffalo, trau My thi chang gidng tru Viét chat nio. Trau
MF trang hay trdu My den déu co stmg ngin, 1ong 14, rau ria
x0m xoam trong nhu chiing mic 40 quan ctia nguoi Da Do va
dan cao-bdi, c6 day tua tua ca trén nguc, dudi gau ao, dudi tay
40 va hai bén 6ng quan _Hay la nguoi ta liy kiéu rau ria, 1ong
14 ctia trau lam miu quan 40 cho ngudi nhi? Tuy nhién, khi
xe di qua Tinh Buffalo (xin nhé ring ching t6i dang & trong
vung Buffalo, Wyoming, khéng phai Buffalo, New York),
chung t6i cling chi nhin thdy ngua, bo, ma khong nhin thay
con trau nao trén canh déng

Tleu bang Wyoming ndi tiéng vé da tha va chan nudi. Thoi
tiét sap lanh va sap co tuyét trén cac mién ddi ndi, nén vai chd
cac cao-bodi dang tu tp bo vé chudng. Chung toi trong doi
subt doc duong dai vira qua, van khong duge may man nhin
thiy canh ho phi ngya, quang day, ha dudi dan bo hang tram
con chay rarn ram trén dong cé nhu ting thay trén man anh.

Thé 16i, du khach duoc ngung lai & Thanh Phé Sheridan
1a tram cudi ngay du lich thir hai. Hinh nhu sy van minh méi
xuat hién tré lai sau sudt mot ching dudng dai hoang da.
Thanh Phé Sheridan trii phii, dong dan cu hon céc tinh chiing
to1 vura di qua, nhung chi & trén cao 3724 bo nén néong nhu
mua hé Virginia.
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Chung t6i dugc dua vao Khach San Holiday Inn kha dep
cho dém tht hai cta cudc hanh trinh. Chd ngéi doi, tiép tan,
an uéng déu chung dudi mot mai kinh cao. Ban an trong vudn
hoa nho, bén thac nudc chdy ao ao, bén sudi tudn roéc rach dudi
chan cau.

Phong chung t6i c6 hai givong queen size. Chuang téi yéu
cAu mot giwdng. Nhung hinh nhu khach san nao ciing khong
co phong mot givdng. Piéu nay lai tot cho mot gia dinh bbn
ngudi hay bon ngudi ban & chung mét phong, tiét kiém duoc
nira tién.

Sau khi nhan phong, chung t61 di sang Wal-Mart, mot tiém
bach hoa dudi bac trung binh. Tinh nh6 ma duoc vay la quy
hoa va may man lim roi! T6i mua mot cai 4o vai tay ngin,
mot cai 40 khodc mong dé mic cho d& nong. Chiing toi gap
ba Rohde Irland tat ta di vao. Ba ta mic sooc ma van than
néng qua. Mot luc sau ba khoe véi toi cai do 16t ma vai 4o
chi la hai cai day, ba vira mua dugc. Rét nhleu nguoi phan
nan dem theo quan 4o qua nang né voi thoi tiét. May man,
quan 4o cta chiing t6i mang theo dé mic trong nhitng bita an
t6i tai khach san hop han dg ban dém, nén do mét thoi gi0 mua
sim thém.

T6i hom d6, chung toi ngdi 4n tai mot ban nhé nhin ra hoa
14, cau canh, nghe thac nude d6 xudng tir lau cao va cam thay
nhu dugc nghi ngoi, thoai mai. Robert goi cé chién. Toi goi
tdm xién 6t, hanh, nAm nuong va an voi com. Chua di dugce
ba ngay di nhé com, nhd gao roi day, quy ddng huong thong
cam cha?

Vai bac cap thap hon chd chung t6i ngdi c6 mot cai ban
dai voi khoang 20 phu nir A Pong. Téi doan ho 1a ngudi Nhat
vi ho giir tiéng néi rat thap, khong nhu ngudi Trung Hoa, Dai
Han va Viét Nam ta hop nhau hon ba cai mi¢ng thi to nhu ba
cai loa v&. Hoi chiéu nhom nguoi Nhat d6 xudng tir mot xe
du lich khac va vao khach san cung lic voi chung t6i. Pi du
lich ¢ dau nguoi ta cling thiy nguoi Nhat di chung v6i nhau
rat dong. Vi van dé ngdn ngit, ho phai c6 huong dan vién dong
huong. Ngudi Nhat co trinh @6 du lich cao nhat A Chau. Véi
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mirc luong cao, ho co tién ma khong c6 dat, khong co nha dé
mua. Ho cling chang mua dugc xe vi bt budc phai c6 dat dé
xe méi duge phép mua xe. Ho déu tu tién bac vao dd co, tranh
hoa ngh¢ thuat, du lich...

THU BA, NGAY 12 THANG 9, NAM 2000 — Ciing nhu
hom trude, sau khi dong hanh 1y dé trong cira phong, chiing
t6i xuéng phong an sang. Luc trd 1én, hanh 1y d3 dugc dem
di. Chuang t6i chi x&ch céi tui nhd ra xe buyt. Khong cé 1y do
lwu luyén céi phong tro truéc mot ngdy méi véi phong canh
la dang cho doi trong cudc hanh trinh.

Chung t61 dugc dua té1 Don King’s Western Museum.
Xua kia ong cao boi Don King c6 nghé 1am yén ngya. Gian
nha mat tién 13 tiém ban du thir lam bang da va cac d6 phu
ting cho nhitng nguoi cudi ngua can ding nhu mi, ung, day
lung, khin quang ... va 1& di nhién ca nhimg d6 ky niém cho
du khéch.

Mot mui quen thude dua vao khiru giac té6i. A, mui da bo,
cai mui bay ra tir cac cira tiém gidy, vi, va-li trén Pudng Lé
Thanh Tén, trude ctira Thu Vién Qudce Gia Sai Gon cii. O thud
hoc trd, c6 cau nao ma khong hi hirng, han hoan dugc 6m cap
sach mé&i con thom mui da bo trong ngay khai truong? Cai cap
dugc theo cac ¢ cau cho dén khi ra khoi truong. Da cip duge
6m 4p, co xat vao than thé, quan 4o tré tho va theo thoi gian doi
mau sdm bong, moi het mui da bod. Cap sach duoc trao lai cho
dan em sau néu con tot va sach s& Khi cip bi ldm muc tém
lem, @it quai, thung day, dan em méi dugc mua cap moi.

Pén chd xa la han véi khung canh Viét Nam ma van nhin
duoc mui qué huong thoang thoang Ay, t6i mua mot cai vi nho
v6i mui da bo... chi dé nhd, dé thuong.

Yén ngua méi 13 san pham chinh cta Tiém Don King.
Nhiéu yén ngua dugc 1am bang da tram tr6 rat cong phu! Cai
nao cling vai ngan My kim tré 1én. Ti¢m cé cda mot nha nhirng
cudn day thung. Trong phim anh quy vi cao- -bdi quang day
bat bo, bat nguoi vi vit 1a thé, viy ma cudn thimg nao ciing
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ctng oi 1a cimg, ning oi 1 ning! Téi ldy hét stc binh sinh,
thir nhic mot cudn 1én nhung n6 khong nhic nhich.

Gian phia sau cia Nha Bao Tang Don King chita hing
tram yén ngua ci ky, nhung duoc lau chui bong nhu guong.
Nhiéu cai duoc gin day vang bac va xua hon trdm ndm. Toi
so mo du tha. Toi mudn truyén duwong khi vao qua Vang
nhitng ngudi & mot thé gisi khong co lién can gi t61 thé gioi
Xua nay cua toi nhung toi khong cam thdy c6 su tiép xuc nao
v6i ho. Nhu vay, nhét dinh 1a t6i khong c6 siéu linh voi ngudi
chét nhu cau bé tai tir Haley Joel Osment trong phim The Six
Sense cung Bruce Willis thii vai chinh ma vo chong toi xem vai
tuan trude. DO cling 1a cai may mén, chir di dén dau cling cam
thdy hay nhin thdy nhiing hinh béng nguoi di khut thi chét
mdt cira tr. Cac quy vi cao-bdi do chang thé ngd ring s& co
ngay mot phy nit dén tir noi ndo noi nao dang s yén ngya cua
ho mot ti cho ho d& tiii vong linh dudi sudi vang hay dia ngyc.

Roi Sheridan, chiing t6i di vao mién Rimg Nui Big Horn.
Pén ngi ba Burgess trén cao hon 8000 b, ching toi nging lai
an trua tai Bear Lodge Resort, mgt quén trg nho c6 1€ 1a sinh
hoat doc nhét trong ving. Du chua d6i 1im chung t6i ciing ¢6
an cho no dé con di nira. Dac biét phong vé sinh bén canh
phong an c6 ca chd tdm cho dan cao-bodi dung ngua thuo xua.
Co6 18 vi thé & nhiéu noi, phong v¢ sinh van con dugc goi 1a
bath room ching? Mot trong may ngudi tiép dii vién ¢ day
lam du khach phai chi y. D6 1a mot ba gia trong rat téu, toc
tai bu xu dung nguoc, than hinh cao gy 1énh khénh, dang di
long khong, nhung lai trang diém phan son xanh do loé¢ loet.
Mié¢ng ba khong ngdt bo 16 ba la hoi han moi ngudi mot cach
thtra thai. “Co 1€ ba nay ngay xua la chi em ta chang?” Toi
nghi tham.

Trong luc ngdi an & ddy, 6ng bac si thu y Rhode Island
thuyét phuc chiing t6i nén di mét chuyén du thuyén trong viing
Dia Trung Hai ma ong ndi rang ong c6 thé di tro lai bat cir luc
nao. Chung t6i cling c6 y dinh d6 vao nam tai.
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Sau bira trua, xe buyt di vao ving c6 1& hiém tro hing vi
nhat mién rimg thong niii da Big Horn. Déi khi twong chimng
cai xe buyt to 10n, dai thoong khong lugn ndi dudng nii vong
véo nhé hep va sudn xe c6 thé co vao vach nii. Nhung ching
t6i c6 tai xé théng thao duong di va 1ai xe rat viing, rt binh
tinh, nén nhiéu phen chi thé phao tudng chimg nhu vira duoc
thoat hiém.

C6 Judy gi6i thiéu vé vang Shell Falls (Thac Shell) ma
chung t6i sap di toi:

“Nam 1930 Hang Dau Hoa Sinclair tim thdy ddu vét
nhitng con khung long da séng tir 165 triéu nam trudce & ving
Shell. Nim 1934, hing nay liy duoc 30 xe day du 12 bo
xuong khing long va chd di New York Museum of Natural
History. S¢ di ving thac vuc 4y mang tén Shell 1a vi c6 rat
nhiéu vo trai c¢6 hoa thach duoc tim thiy ¢ day. Hién nay dan
sd van chi chimg 50 nguoi sdng trong ving c6 nhirng dia hat
mang tén Shell Canyon, Shell Falls, Shell Creek... Tinh nhé
Greybull & gan diy ma ching ta sap di toi, dong dan cu hon.”

Chung t61 dung lai ¢ tram thong tin Shell Falls va duoc
mot vién kiém 1am ra don tiép, Ong ta ké chuyén vé Copman’s
Tomb (M Copman) ngay trén dinh nui ching t6i dang dung:

“Jack Copman 1a ngudi Uc Dai Loi. Khi dén tham thu
ving ddi ¢6 thinh vugng Wyoming, o6ng da ¢ lai lam nghé
chin bo trén mién Nui Big Horn va dung léu trong ving Shell
nay. Ong sang che ra mot cai “mdy bay” va thuéng mang nd
1én trién nui cao rdi bay xuéng thung liing bang... canh tay.
Copman mo udc sé& ché tao duoc mot con chim nhén tao glider
that lon va bay 1én moém da cao mang tén 6ng ngay nay. Luc
blet khong thé thyc hién dugc wéc mo dy, ong chéi ching lai
rang khi ndo con ngudi ché tao dugc cai may bay thiét su, hiy
dem tro ¢t ong trai trén mom da d6. Khi Copman chét vao
nam 1907, thué chua c6 phuong tién di chuyén nhanh chong,
gia dinh ong dang & Au chau khong biét tin va vé kip, dan lang
phai chon 6ng ¢ nghia dia Greybull va dat tén cho tang da trén
nai 1a Copman’s Tomb, dé tuéng nhd 6ng.”
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Sau d6 vién kiém 1am ca cho chiing toi nghe may bai vé
su tich ctia dia phuong nay. Ong ta vin may nhac cam tay va
hat theo. Ong ciing tu gidi thiéu, trude kia 6ng 1a ca si trinh
dién, nay ddi nghé trong nom rimg nui. Co6 nhiéu luc chung
t61 hing khai vo tay theo nhip bai hat.

Du khéch khong leo 1én dugc mom d4 Copman’s Tomb,
nhung da leo gan trim bac xudng thap dé nhin cai thac cao
120 b va d6 xudng am am véi 3600 ga-1ong nuwdc mot gidy
va vuc d4 sdu thim tham nhin xudng day thiy chong mat. Tuy
nhién, vo chong t6i ciing di men theo con dudng mon c6 lan
can cheo leo bén virc dé chiém ngudng vach da ¢ hon 550
triéu ndm cua Shell Canyon. Hay tudng tuong mAy tram trigu
nam vé trude, khing long da dit chan 1én mién nai da ndy ma
rung minh.

Ro1 Shell Falls, xe chung t6i1 di theo chan rang nti da nhu
nhitng birc twong thanh cao thang, ndi tiép nhau chay dai, chay
méi. Mau d4 chuyén mau do, nau hay vang, xanh hay tim, thim
hay nhat theo 4nh nang mat troi. Pay 1 mot Van Ly Truong
Thanh thién nhién cia Wyoming. Nhiéu hinh thu da d6 cao
nhon nhu nhitng ngon thap Cham mién Trung Viét. Trén mot
ngon ddi thép, ¢4 bdn cot da nhu duoc cham trd giéng nhau,
dimg chum lai, va dugc mang tén Chimney Rock da khién t6i
lién trong t6i nhitng ngon Thap Ba Nha Trang. Chimney Rock
da 1a dé tai cta nhiéu bic tranh anh nghé thuat ma toi da thay
trién 1dm day dé trong cac noi chiing t6i vira di qua.

Di du lich mién chin nuéi phai biét doi sdng chian nudi,
nén hang du lich da dua chung t6i vao trang trai Diamond
Trail, gan Greybull bén chan ring nai da dd chay theo chung
t6i tir Shell Falls. Mot ¢6 cow-girl xinh dep tiép don chung
to1 voi ca phé, banh ngot. Co6 ta khong c6 vé gi la dan nui, dan
qué. Coco chéng con, van di hoc, chi 1am viéc cho trang trai
nhing khi khong dén truong. Chu trai 1a mot ludt su ¢ tin
Tiéu Bang Washington. C6 chan bo cho biét cOng viéc trang
trai rat vat va, tai chanh thu luom chi vira du giur dat dai song
con. Ngiy nay, nhitng ngudi mua & cic tiéu bang xa khac
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khong phai t6i trai chon lua bo, ngua. Ngudi cua trang trai,
chup hinh, chup anh, quay video mat, mili, stmg, mong, chan
cang va ghi chiéu cao, sirc nang, ten tudi cla tirng con vat 10i
guri di quang céo hay cho ngudi mudn mua, xem xét hinh thu
chang. Thoi budi van minh, trim phuwong phap khoa hoc
nhanh chong thuan tién nay, nguoi ta con c6 thé gui hinh anh
trau, bo, ngua, nguoi qua Webpage, Webmail, Website cua
computer ntra chi?

Tir lac vao trang trai toi nghe thay tiéng hang trim con bod
kéu hoai khong ngurng, khong dut. Toi héi ¢6 chan bo, thi
duogc gidi thich:

“P6 1a nhitng con bé theo bod me lang thang séng trong
cac dong co trong viing sudt mua xuan, mua hé. Bay gid troi
sap lanh, chung bi lua vé chudng, phai xa me va khong duoc
bt nita, dé me san xudt sita cho nguoi. Nén ching kéu khoc
doi me vang ca ving d6i nGi. Mua dong ¢ ddy dai téi sau
thang. BO b6, bd me duge nhdt riéng, khong chung chudng
v6i1 bo con.”

Mot anh cow-boy, dang huén luyén mot con ngya non
méi dugc 9 thang ma da tri gid 10 ngan My kim. Cac chudng
khac dﬁy ngua, con nao con do cao to, da ndu bong muot. Co
con tri gia toi ntra triéu. VAy ma ong tai xé xe buyt cua chiing
t6i c6 t6i bdn con ngua & Salt Lake City. Cap vo chong nguoi
Anh, dem theo c6 con gai, co bdn con ngua & ngoai 6 cach
London nura gio.

Anh chan bo cua trang trai Diamond Trail c6 dang thanh
ta thu sinh. Anh ciing 12 sinh vién dai hoc vé day lam viéc hé
mdi nam. Nhiing nguoi chan bo déu doi mii rong vanh, mac
40 so-mi vai day, dai tay, quan jeans, di tng da, deo bao tay
da. C6 1& phai lam viéc 1au dudi troi ning gay git hang ngay
nén ho phai bao vé than thé nhu vay. Vi thé khuoén mit ho do
hong, khoé¢ manh ma khong kho nham, den thui. Trong nguoi
lai chanh dén ta. T6i lién tudng toi nong dan Viét Nam, ciy
sau, cude bam, céy ma, giai néng, dam mua. Néu mdi nguodi
c6 dugc cai 40 mua ny-16ng vé1 mii, mot doi ung, mot doi bao



44 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

tay cao su thi d& khd. Bao gio dan qué nghéo khoé ciia ching
ta m6i qua con bi cuc t6i hoi thai lai day?

Khi chung t6i 1én xe ra khoi trai, anh cow-boy tré dang phi
ngua ra dong lua bo vé chudng. C6 Judy, hudng dan vién doc
than cta ching t6i va nhiéu du khach tdm tic khen c6 cow-
girl va anh cow-boy ctia Trang Trai Diamond Trail dep gai,
dep trai nhu nhiing tai tir Barbara Stanwyck, Linda Evans, Lee
Majors... trong phim Mién T4y cii, The Big Valley.

Chiéu hém dé, xe buyt dua chung t6i vé khach san Holiday
Inn & Cody. Vira vao t6i phong da nhin thay trén hai giudong
queen size c6 hai khin quang cao-boi véi 161 dan “Xin vui 1ong
that khan quang khi xudng phong an budi tdi.” Khach san c6
bira an t0i ddc biét kiéu dan chan bo mién Tay cho khach du
lich cua Hang Tauck. Sau khi tdy tran nghi ngoi mot luc,
chung t6i thay quan 40 va thit khan quang vao c6. Toi mic
lai bo d3 mic dém dau tién. Robert ciing vay. Néu ching toi
dinh thay d6i mdi ngay mot bo thi phai dem téi bdn cai va-li
méi dung du. Hang tour thi ¢t cin din mdi nguoi chi nén
mang mat cai thoi.

Khén quang cung queo, to1 phai vo cho mém rdi gip chéo
thit vao c6. Nt khin 1éch mot bén. Trong toi 16 ra cow-girl
mili tet, da vang. Robert nho toi thit cho chang va noi:

“Hinh nhu dan ong thi that khin dang sau c6 va goc khin
O trude nguc?”’

Hinh anh John Wayne trong cac phim mién Tay hién ra
trong tri, t6i gat dau: “U ha!” Vi cai khan trén co, Robert
trong ciing c6 vé cow-boy thiét su.

C6 hai xe buyt cua hang du lich Tauck dd bd khach san
dém nay, nén phong an kiéu mién T4y dy khong tiép khach
ngodi. Vira tréng thay t6i, mot ba du khach map néi ngay:

“Ba nh nhén, budc nit cai khan con thira thai. Con co toi
vtra khit voi cai khan.”

T6i tham nghi “cai khin lam cho ba map hon,” nhung chi
cuol nhe:

“Céi khan cling ctirng qua khé ma dep duoc!”
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Chung toi ngdi véi hai cip vo chong ngudi Anh va hai ba
doc than dong huong. Vi van chua nhé tén nhau, moi ngudi
ty gidi thiéu tén lai. C6 mot 6ng gidng Hoang Tir Charle,
nhung c6 vé map va gia hon mot chit. Ong chua biét thit cai
khin quang thé nao nén lic d6 méi cAm né 1én va bude quanh
c6 theo kiéu Robert. Ba vg ong ta cung dep nguoi, nhung gia
hon va chic chan khéng duoc dep bang Cong Chiia Diana.
T6i nhan thay phu nir trong chuyen du lich nay co6 vé gian di,
khong trang diém nhiéu va rat lich su ngoai giao.

“Xtr cow-boy, nha hang cow-boy thi phai an thit bo chi,”
t6i nghi vdy. Nhung khau phan nao ciing tir 12, 16, 18, 24
oz, nghia 13 tir khoang nira ky toi mot ky. Du rang mudn
chon ¢d thit nao, hang du lich cling “bao” hét, t6i van chi goi
mon 120z nhé nhat va doi medium rare lam c6 chiéu dai vién
phai nhic nho:

“Medium rare c6 nghia Ia bén ngoai chin bén trong con
mau hong va chi 4m théi chir khong néng duoc?”

“Pung, t6i mubn vay,” toi tra 10i.

Robert goi mon thit ga va thé nao ciing khéu mot vai miéng
thit trong dia cua t6i dé ném. Tuy nhién, chang ciing khong
thich an nhiéu Khi mén an cua t6i duge dem ra, ca ban cung
“p” 1én mot tleng vi trong mleng thit nudng c6 lan chay ngang
doc rat hap din va to hon... cai mat t6i. Tuy nhién, toi rat vira
¥ va vdi sy trg giup cua ong chong, 101 tiéu thu duoc mot nira
khau phan. (Va tir d6, toi dé danh bung cho mén thit bo cta
khach san Salt Lake City ¢ cudi hanh trinh ma ¢6 huéng dan
vién va nhiéu nguoi cu nhic nho hoai.)

Trén sén khau mot ca si mic quan 40 va mii cCow-boy vira
dan tdy ban cam vira hat toan nhitng bai mién Tay. Thuc
khach hat cung hay v0 tay theo va tan thuéng sau mdi bai dng
ta ca. Khi dén phan trang miéng to1 ghe tai Robert:

“Anh c6 thé 1én yéu cau nguoi ca si hat bai “The Red
River” c6 cau Come and sit by my side if you love me khong?

“Puogc chir,” Robert tra 101 va dung day, di tdi san khau.

Luc tré xudng, chang noi:
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“Ngudi ca sT s& hat mot ban yéu cau nita rdi dén The Red
River”.

Khi hat dén bai nay, ong ta nhin xubng ching t6i khé
nghiéng dau. Chung toi cling vd tay va gat dau cuoi dap 18.
M&i noi, mdi chd dé lai mot ky niém vui va gay linh dong cho
cuoc hanh trinh.

Sau bira an chung t6i dao quanh céc ti€ém bat dén xanh,
dén do quanh khach san. Nhung déy chi 1a nhiing tiém ban dd
ky ni€ém cho du khach chtt khong phai quan ruqu, “saloon”
thud xua ¢6 “chi em ta” nhu trong céac loai phim Mién Tay.

THU TU, NGAY 13 THANG 9, NAM 2000 — Khi vira
& phong in sang ra, di qua bai dau xe, bong nhién toi “cham
tran” mot ba gia cling vira budc ra tor mot xe truck bui doi.
Trong ba ta c6 ve quen quen, dang téu téu, toc dai xodn x0an
va budc no hong trén dinh dau, quan 4o bé chén than hinh gay
long khong. Ba ta mang v6 cao mau hong thun dam quanh c6
chan nhu phu nir tan thoi, tré trung. Trong ba that ngd nghinh
tirc cuoi. T6i chot nhd ra do 1a ba gia chiéu dai vién la do1 ma
chung t61 da gap trua hom trude tai quan an Bear Lodge Resort
trén Ni Big Horn hoang di. Téi ciing nhan ra nguoi ban dong
hanh 14i xe cho ba ta 1a nguoi da do, map map, toc dai dé xoa,
nhung c6 tudng dan ong, nir thu ngan vién Bear Lodge Resort.
Hai ngudi 6 1€ cling nhin ra chung t61, khé mim cudi, nhung
voi va di nhu chay vao khach san. Toi chi kip thoi chao lai
mot tiéng ngan ngui “Hi” v6i hai nguoi dan ba “hiru duyén
thién Iy ning twong ngd” ay.

“Ho la ai vay?” Robert ngac nhién hoi toi.

T6i phai nhic lai v6i chang chi tiét vé hai ngudi dan ba c6
hinh dang kh6 quén ay.

“Em dung la c6 cai quan sat cia mot nha van,” Robert bop
manh tay t0i, c6 vé cam phuc ba vo lam.

Trudc 8 gio sang hom do, chung t6i lai Ién xe buyt va duogc
¢6 hudng dan néi vé Thanh Phd Cody:

“Thanh phé dugc Dai t4 William “Buffalo Bill” F. Cody
xay dyng tir nim 1896. Ong sinh nim 1846 trong ving dong
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rudng Towa. Lén 1én, 6ng 1am du nghé ké ca nghé dua thu
bang Ira, linh ky binh trong cudc binh dao Nam-Bic, lam
thudng dan hudéng dan trong nhing tran chién véi nguoi Da
Do, lam phu mo, chan bo, xay cit. Vi su can dam trong chién
tranh, 6ng da dugc tuong thuong Huy Chuong Danh Dy Cua
Quéc Hoi. Ban bé ta 6ng 1a mot ngudi khiém ton, khoi ngd,
an noi hoat bat, giao thiép rong va la ngudi ké chuyén hay
nhat. TUr nim 1883, William Cody thanh lap chwong trinh
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West trén san khiu, di trinh dién khap
nuéc My va Au Chéu trong vong 30 ndm dé gidi thiéu vé Hiép
Chung Qudc. Sau khi ong mat nam 1921, thanh phd nay dugc
mang tén ho cua 6ng, Cody...”

Xe buyt dua ching t6i qua khach san Irma ma Cody xay
cho nguoi con gai, trén con duong chinh kha khang trang ctia
thanh phé va dan dén Buffalo Bill Historical Center. Trudc
khi xudng xe, chung t6i duoc din do bira trwa nay phai tu tc
va tro lai buyt tai day lac 1 gio 30 hay tai khéach san Irma 5
phut sau do.

Vién Bao Tang Buffalo Bill rt dep va ti tin. Chung t6i
bi mé hodc ngay boi phong tranh xua va nay vé phong canh
mién Ty Wyoming va cac mién thién nhién hung vi khac.
Ngon tay toi lai nglra ngay nhu muon cam co va phét son 1én
khung tranh nhu mud6i may nam vé trude khi toi chua bat dau
viét van. Gia ban nhiing birc tranh méi ching c6 cai nao dudi
5000 My kim ca. Nhung phai néi c6 nhiing btic tranh giong
nhu canh that chr khong phai vé trong tuong tuong. Hoa si
phai dtng truéc canh thién nhién dé v&, hay vé theo hinh anh
chup duge. Co nhing buic tranh vi dai bang ca mot manh
tuong rong ménh mong, va gia hon trdm ngan.

Chung t61 cing chu y t61 khu vuc trién 1am cudc doi
William Cody. Doc tiéu s 6ng, toi cam phuc con nguoi tai
gi0i, tro thanh gidu ¢6 bang suc lyc can man ctia minh, nhung
van khiém nhugng. Hai cd con gai 6ng cling vay, than thién
vGi tat ca moi ngudi, khong ké dan ngheéo kho. Trong vién
Bao Tang c6 ca mot khu vuc rong 16n trién 1am vé lich st
ngudi Da Do trong ving Wyoming. Tién t6i mot nudec My
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gidu manh, thanh binh, an lac nhu ngay hém nay, con nguoi
da phai tranh du lién tuc, bo han thu, chiu phuc thién va phai
c6 ngudi chi huy tai gidi, nhan dao, vi dan, vi nudc thuc suy.

Ro1 Trung Tam Lich St Buffalo Bill, chung t61 di nguoc
tro lai con duong cli. To6i la ca mua duge cho Robert mét cai
“T-shirt” c6 hinh “cow-boy” lia ngua trong binh minh, dé
chang mic cho mat mé hon. Téi da cd van chang mang quan
40 qua nang né cho thoi tiét nong.

Chung t61 vao an trua trong Khach San Irma. Phong an
cao rong nhin ra mat duong, nhung dugc lat bang g0 mau nau
sam nén t6i um sum. Cai quay ruou tram trd rudm ra, tri gia
ca may chuc ngan My kim, 13 qua cta Hoang hau Victoria
ting cho Buffalo Bill && cam on chuong trinh Wild West ctia
o6ng ngay xwa. Ngoai mot sb it khach du lich, thuc khach c6
vé 1a dan cao-bodi sang trong dia phuong. Ho vira budc vio
nha hang la dugc cac chiéu dai vién chao don véi danh xung
cua ho.

Sau bita an nhe, chiing t6i ra ngdi ngoai hang hién mat ctia
khach san. Céac du khach khac ciing tir tir dén chd doi. Nhu
thudng 18, xe buyt dén ding gid. Chd ngdi cua ching toi di
nhich 1én xa, chi sau hang ghé dau. Robert 1am bo hén ho noi
v6i c6 huéng dan Judy:

“A ha, cam on c6 di xép chd dung luc cho ching tdi can
ngim canh Yellowstone.”

“Pung viy, chiéu nay ching ta bat dau di vao con duong
dai 52 dam toan phong canh dep,” ¢6 Judy néi qua éng vi 4m.

“Chtng t6i di di xem nhimng bao tang qua da roi,” c6
nguoi noi.

“Chiting t6i muén Yellowstone!”

“Yellowstone!  Yellowstone,” nhiéu ngudi khac nhao
nhao ho theo nhau.

Judy t6 y thong cam:

“Ok, Ok! Chung ta khong con cach d6 bao xa nita. Tu
day, chung ta s€ bé vung nui non Big Horn va di vao vung
rung nui Shoshone, 52 dam dep tuyét voi. Nhung trude khi
dén @6, theo 101 yéu cau ciia Pat va Bill Abney, xin quy vi chu
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y tim ho can nha thlr ba c6 mai do ¢ bén tay mat sau khi ching
ta ra khoi duong ham Buffalo Bill. D6 1a nha ngudi anh em
ho cua Pat va Bill.”

“Hé Pat, Bill! Ong ba c6 cho ho biét xe minh di qua day
khong?” mot ngudi hoi.

“Co chung toi goi sang nay cho ho biét vao khoang 2 gid
hon ching ta di qua nha hg,” ba Pat tra loi.

Moét hd chira nudc rong 16n hi¢n ra bén tay trai khi xe
chung t6i qua khoi duong ham. Tét ca du khach déu nhin vé
phia tay mat cho trong nhiing can nha sap toi. Tuy nhién, xe
ctng phai chay do mot cay sd rudi nita, chung t6i mai nhin
thay cin nha thtr nhét trén ngon ddi bén phai. Nhiéu tiéng
ddng thanh dém:

“Mot ..., hai..., ba! Can nha tha ba c6 mai do kia!”

“O nha 16n qué nhi, dep qua ha?”

“Khéng c6 ai ra vay chiing ta nhi.”

Trén ngon ddi 6 chi c6 mot can nha mai dé ndm canh hai
can lang giéng, nhin xudng trién doi chay thang xudng con
duong chung t6i di, Ba can nha cing tréng ra mit ho trong
xanh do nudc Song Shoshone chay vao va dugc ngan lai boi
mot cai dap lon. Am hudng Shoshone nghe nhu tiéng sudi reo
tudn vao hd nudc trong vat. Bén kia bd hd 1a canh ddng co
nhudm ning vang ryc ry. Xa xa, ndi tim nhat moy. Chii nhan
nhitng cin nha d6 déu da vé huu. Ho phai c6 nhiéu thoi gid
ngam canh thién nhién dep hon buc tranh son thiy. Néu ho
khong c6 tha lam tho, viét van, hay v€ thi that dang tiéc?

Xe chay theo mdt nhanh cua Shoshone River, qua thung
ling Wapiti rdi lwon quanh déo, ngd xudéng vuc Shoshone
Canyon, ngudc 1én Shoshone Mountain, dé thu hat 52 diam
phong canh naii non, song nudc dep mé hon ctia Shoshone
National Forest Park. Du khach quay nhin canh vat bén phai,
bén trai dén méi c6. Co vach nui da trong twa nhu dén dai
Hbi Gido An Po; c6 mém nui gidng nhu dén dai Phat Gido
Cao Mién, c6 trién nti mang hinh cd xe c6 ngua kéo, hay
ngudi cudi voi, hoic mot doan ngudi ngdi xe mo-t6 16n phong
bat bui héng...
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Mbi mot gbc nhin 1a mot buc tranh thién nhién tuy¢t tac.
bé nui chen thong ring. Thong ring leo nti da. Vi la vung
ring nui dat dai quéc gia, nén khong c6 nha cua, dan cu, cho
dén khi xe chang t6i ngirng lai ¢ tram nghi chan trong ring
nUi hoang vu Absaroka. Noi day con lai mét ci nha nho béng
g0 ctia William Buffalo Bill Cody xay dé dimng lai nghi moi
khi di sin ban. Nha c6 mot 10 sudi 16, it cira sO nén toi tam
va lanh 180 nhung con rat kién cd, vitng chic. Bén ngoai ning
am, du dang & trén cao hon 7,000 bo ma chang thay lanh chut
nao. C6 18 vi gan mit trdi hon ching? T6i mua thém mat céi
40 vai ngan tay mau xanh c6 in hinh Non Nuwdc Pd Ving,
Yellowstone. Day 1a ching cubi cing trudc khi vio
Yellowstone Park.

Sau 20 phut dirng chan, chung toi 1én xe. CO hudng dan
cho chung t6i biét vé Yellowstone Park dugc thanh lap tur 128
nam trudc ddy. D6 1a mién cao nguyén rong gan 3,500 dam
vudng. Ving trung tdm cao tir 6500 dén 8000 b trén mit
bién. Ni non tir 2000 dén 4000 b cao hon nita. S¢ di mién
nay dugc mang tén Yellowstone vi da ¢ day c6 mau vang.
Yellowstone Park co hang ngan giéng phun nuéc néng, hon
tong so trén khip hoan cau cong lai. Di cam thi c6 thién nga
(swan), bd nong (pelican), chim ung (eagle)... D4 tha nhu
huou, nai (elk, bull elk, deer, mule deer, moose, bull moose),
ctru co sung lon (bighorn sheep) son duong (antelope), lira
(mule), bo rung (bison), cho soi (wolf), gau (bear)... duoc tu
do sinh sdng, di lai. Du khach khong nén lai gan chang va chi
nén dimg cach xa ching it nhat 1a 25 bo. Chiing c6 thé chay
nhanh gap muoi lan nhitng nguoi chay nhanh nhit. Di trong
rimg hay budi t6i du khach phai lam tiéng dong 6n ao dé dudi
chung ra xa. Ban dém, chung c6 thé di vao tan 1éu trai hay
vao bai dau xe cua quan trg. Phai cho thirc an thtra vao thung
rac ddy kin, dé ching khong ngtri thiy mui ma suc sao di tim
va tan cong nguoi.
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Du khach khong duoc phép cho cac da thu, di cam an,
khong dugc hai hoa, nhit d4, khong duoc hut thude 14, dt lira
& bat clr noi nao trong ving Yellowstone.

Hoi vé nhitng vu chay rimg, ¢6 hudéng dan cho hay nim
nay chi c6 vu chay 16n & Colorado va vai vu chdy nhd khong
nguy hiém gi dén nhing noi chiing t6i sap di toi. C6 Judy noi
thém:

“Pén cai bang dé Yellowstone National Park, Doc s&
ngimg xe lai cho quy vi xudng chup hinh. Quy vi c6 thé dua
may hinh, t61 chup cho.”

Nhung 6ng tai xé lang tri, di qua cai bang méi chot nhé va
dung lai, nén phai lui céi xe ca tram thudc. May khong co xe
nao di toi. Thé 1a m&i ngudi, mdi cdp c6 mot hinh ky niém.
Chung t6i déu nao ntrc chd don phong canh sap di dén.

Qua céng Yellowstone Park mot chut, bén trai hién ra mot
hd nude xanh ngat, xa xa 13 ring ndi c6 nhiéu ngon tréng nhur
hinh b nguc dan ba. Du khach trdm trd nhin canh dep. Xe
ngung lai, Co Judy néi:

“Pay 1a HO Sylvan nhé xiu so v6i Yellowstone Lake ma
thoi, chua phai 13 canh dep nhat ddu. Pang xa kia 1 Ring
Grand Teton ma hai ngdy nita chung ta méi di toi, toi s€ nodi
vé Teton sau.”

Chung t6i duoc xudng chup anh 15 phut. T6i hit vao 16ng
nguc cai khong khi mat diu, nhe nhang cua cao do 8000 bo.
T6i lién twong toi H6 Xuan Huong va ngon Nui Lam Vién cua
cao nguyén Pa Lat ma toi c6 may van tho sau day ta canh dy
trong thi tap Piém Trang Lam Ddng Cudc Doi *¥

Da Lat may von twa canh tién
Kiéu sa than vé nit Lam Vién ...

Ngan cach muon trung bong nui xanh
Hitng ho may trang phu mong manbh...

4[4] Biém Trang Lam Dang Cugc Doi, thi pham cua Nguyén Thi
Ngoc Dung do Co S¢ Co6 Thom xuat ban nam 1999.
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Hoang Hon bén hd Yellowstone Lake

Lén xe, di dugc mot quang ngan, chung t61 bat dau reo 1én
lién tiép vi nhin thdy bo ring, nai rimg, giéng nuée nong trong
xanh nhu cam thach va boc hoi cudbn cudn. Khi ching toi
trong thiy Yellowstone Lake thi tat c bat 1én mét tiéng “O”
va nin thd dén vai gidy. Ho rong qua, 16n qué, xanh qua, dep
qua!!! Dién tich hd 140 dam vuong, chu vi 110 ddm dai. Day
1a cai ho 16n nhit Nude My & trén cao gan 8000 bd. Ring nui
da Teton xa xa in bong trong nuéc hd. C6 hudng din dua cho
du khach vé an sang, trua, toi ciia quan tro trong ba ngay &
Yellowstone Park. Co ciing noi rang:

“Néu quy vi nao t6i nay c6 phong nhin ra bai dau xe thi tdi
mai s& c6 phong nhin ra Old Faithful Geyser. Qui vi nio tdi
nay c6 phong nhin ra h thi t6i mai s& c6 phong khéng nhin
thay Old Faithful.”

Su xép dit cuia hang du lich rat cong binh va chu ddo nén
khong du khach nao 1én tiéng than phién chi ca.

Xe buyt ngung lai trudc cua The Lake Hotel nhin ra ho
ménh mong, phang lang. Khach san 1a mot toa nha kleu
Colonial, kién trtic bang gd, son mau vang, ctra, cot mau tring,
duoc khanh thanh nam 1891 cho khach du lich. Nam 1980
The Lake Hotel dugc trung tu lai, hién nay c6 210 phong va
1a khach san cii nht trong vung Yellowstone National Park.
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Sau khi nhan chia khoa, ching t6i 1én tang ba bang thang
may. Robert md cira phong. T6i nhin ngay thiy mit ho ém
dém, tho mong. Vira hai 1ong t6i vira thd dai tham lam:

“Thé 1a t6i mai chung minh s& c6 phong khong nhin thay
Old Faithful.”

Tuy nhién, t61 vui mung vt tay xach 1€én giuong va chay
t6i ma cira s6 dé gio ho lua vao phong. To6i mudn hit thd khong
khi trong lanh, mat lanh bén ngoai. Hai givong queen size phu
khan in hoa hdng mau d6 cung hang vai véi rém cira, trong Am
cung, vui twoi. Phong rong va dep, thleu vai tién nghi khong
can thiét 1im: radio, TV, ban i, may x4y toc nhu tai cac khach
san thong thuong khac. Nhung nhiing thir 1at vat dé6 khong
thanh vén dé véi chung toi. Tur dau cudc hanh trinh, sau bita an
t6i, chung toi déu thiép ngl ngon lanh, vi ngdy nao ciing van
dung chén cing leo tréo, con mit mé rong trong xa, khong
ngimg thu hut phong canh hai bén duong, trén cao, dudi thap
hay tit tip chan troi. Néu  chung t61 thire khuya hon 1a dé doc
lai cac sach hay tai licu vé nhiing vung vira di qua trong ngay
hay sip di to1 hom sau. Chang méy chdc nhip mét lai, chung
t6i phai tat dén cho con mat va than thé nghi ngoi.

Tranh thi thoi gian, van mic bo quan 4o va gidy mang tir
sang, ching t6i dem theo may hinh, 6ng nhom va di ra hd.
Gi6 mat hay hay. Nang chiéu 16ng 13y nga trén mat nudc long
lanh anh mat tro1 phuong tay Nguoi dao mat lua thua la didu
may man cho ké di tim noi Vang vé. Bay gid da cudi mua du
lich. Chung t6i tha bo trén 16i mon gitta canh ddng co hoa dai
da kho héo. Mua xuan & day chac dep lam. Toi da nhin thay
nhiéu hinh dnh canh déng hoa tim, hoa vang mién ring nui
song ho Yellowstone dep dén thon thirc, nirc nd con tim.
Ngudi c6 tién ciing khong duge phép mua dét, xay cat nha cira
& ving nay, ngoai trr nhitng khu cdm trai, khach san cia
National Park, Cong Vién Quéc Gia. bi dugc mot quang,
nghe c6 tiéng lao xao phia sau, chiing t6i ngoanh lai thay cap
nguoi Anh va c6 con gai. Vo chéng toi dung lai doi. Ho tuoi
cudi di t6i. Nguoi chong hoi:

“Ong ba da trong thay bo rimg hay da thi nao chua?”
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“Chung t61 lam nhiéu tiéng dong nén cac con vat sg khong
dam t&i gan,” Robert tra 10i.

Nam khach du lich tiép tuc tan bg, chuyén tro. BSng t61
nghe c6 tiéng gd lach tach déu nhip dau d6 rat gan. Moi ngudi
cung nhin quanh quan xem am thanh d6 phat tir dau ra, nhung
chi théy mot con buém nho. Khi dau Xuéng mot bui cd, nd
cup canh lai, chan 1&u nghéu dai, khong c6 vé gi 1a buém ca.

“A, né 1a con chau chau, grass hopper,” toi noi. “C6 Judy
bao r'flng né co thé bay dugc 5 dam mdt gid, c6 phai khong
nhi?”

“C6 thé 1am,” ngudi con géi tra 1oi va moi ngudi dong y
vay. Thuong thi t6i chi nhin thdy chiu chdu mau xanh nhu co
chang 1am tiéng dong dé choi 0 tim véi loai nguoi nhu loai
chau chiu mau nau nay.

bi thém mot quang, ching t61 tam bi¢t du khach tor Anh
Quéc va di xubng bo hd ngdi nghi chan. Khong gian that ém
dém, tinh lang. T61 nhung tay vao nudc h6 lanh, tu ching to
da thuce sy tiép xac Vol hd.

Hai chyc nam vé trudc, khi chung t6i dén Lake District
cta William Wordsworth ving Anh Cat Lo, t6i cling thur xem
nhiét d6 nude hd noi d6 nong lanh ra sao va kiéu hanh da duoc
di tham vung ma thi hao Anh da tiung lang thang nhw ang mdy
tr6i°Cl. Gap nhiing nguoi Anh trong chuyén di nay, ching tdi
lai ¢6 dip nhéc nhiéu ky niém vai xtr s6 ho. Nguoi ta thuong
cam dong khi dugc tha nhan néi vé nhitng mién da di qua va
c6 cam xuc trén qué huong cua ho.

Chung 61 ngdi 1én mot than cay khod nga trén bai soi nhan
nhui, tring tinh da duoc ky co sach s& bang nudc hé tir bao
ngan nim. Bdng nhién, ving vang nghe nhu c6 tiéng lao xao
nhip nhang trong hoi gié thoang. Téi nhin quanh, chang c6
con vat kha nghi nao dang rinh mo chung t61 ma chi c6 mét
bong ngudi tir rat xa dang di lai.

5[5] “I Wandered Lonely As A Cloud,” tho William Wordsworth
(1770-1850)
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“Anh c6 nghe thiy tiéng dong lao xao nao khong?” t6i hoi
Robert. Chang ling nghe:

“Khong, anh ching nghe thay gi khac ngoai tiéng chim hot
trén cay.”

“Anh lo dang bé xur di, c6 bao gid phan biét dugec mui vi
va tiéng dong tinh té dau,” t6i nghi thAm va duong dng nhom
Ién quan sat.

Céch xa chung t6i may trim thudc, mot ngudi dan ong
dang di trén khiic quanh ctia b hd, mat huéng vé bia ring
phia sau lung ching toi. Ong ta c6 mai toc den, deo kinh ram,
mac 40 s0-mi mau nga, quan mau nau nhat, rong thung thinh
bing hang gi do ¢6 vé mém mai. Mot ngudi dan 6ng c6 don
hay sao? Ong ta di tim Van tho hay canh vg, di tim ky niém
hay mudn ném ky niém xudng h6? Bdng 6ng ta ding lai, ngd
ra mat hd. Am thanh kia ngung. May phut sau ong ta lai budc
di, tiéng lao xao tiép tuc. Hinh nhu 4m thanh déu din d6 phat
ra tir d6i chan 6ng ta. Toi dap gidy trén 16p da so6i dudi chan
t61 dé so sanh tiéng dong.

“Pung rdi!” Toi reo 1én va trao dng nhom cho Robert:

“Anh thir coi xem tiéng lao xao ma em nghe thiy c6 phai
phat ra tr bude chan nguoi dan ong kia khong? Anh phai nhin
vao chan ong ta va léng tai nghe cfmg mot lac.”

Robert duong 6ng nhom [én, vai gidy sau chang gat dau:

“U dung day Tiéng gidy ong ta dap trén soi.”

Khi cAm 6ng nhom, Robert lai giit dit 14y n6 va nhin mai
miét.

“Théi, anh bé 6ng nhom xudng di, nguoi ta sip dén gan
chd minh rdi,” toi giuc Robert.

Khi ngudi dan éng di téi, toi 1am lo, nhin thang ra hon dao
nhé ngoai hd. Nhung con mat c6 dudi, toi van nhin thiy nét
mat thanh ti trung nién cua khach b hanh. Khi ong ta qua
khoi, t61 kin dao quay nhin dang sau thi thiy rang nhiing diéu
t6i trong lén qua dng nhom vé ngudi dan 6ng nay rat ding.
T6i co vai, nhay mét v6i Robert. Ong chong t6i cudi hién tir
vé cai tro tiéu khién vo thudng vo phat cia ba vo.
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“That hoai cia! My ba doc thin gip chang doc hanh phat
pho ¢ ndy, cac nang s& hoi tham, choc gheo, tan tinh bang
thich ddy,” toi nghi thim. Va4, chi nghi tham théi, chtr ho moi,
hé miéng ra nhu thé véi chang cua t6i thi dimg hong duoc di
dau mot minh nira!

Bob & Ngoc Dung bén Bd Hd Yellowstone.
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Nhin déng hd da 5 gior chiéu, chiing t6i dimg 1én di vé phia
khach san. Robert ra toi di theo duong rimg ram rap dang sau
khach san. Nhung t6i ngan din ban x& bdn chan va cé simng
lam, nén chi dam di 16i ngoai quang dang. O vi tri chung t6i
vira dimg 1én, bong Nui Absaroka xanh md md xa phia bic.
Vai du khéch dao canh, chup hinh. Mot cap vo chéng tré va
dra con so sinh ngdi trén tim mén trai dudi bong cay, gid
picnic bén canh. Sau khi chup méy tAm hinh, chung t6i vé
khéch san stra soan di an tdi.

T6i dd ngd phong an ciia khach san nén biét minh cé thé
trang phuc thé nao cho tdi d6. T6i mic lai cai long dress, vai
mém mau den in hoa va hinh v& nhé mau do, vang, nau, xanh
sam. Robert mic 40 so mi xanh nhat, quﬁn xam sam, jacket
xam nhat. Nhirng budi chiéu t6i di an com chung t6i thudong
chon quan 4o cho hoa hop véi cac trang tri va khong khi phong
an. Khong diém dua qua ciing khong gian di qua, toi cam thay
thoai mdi, thanh than nhét.

Xubng t6i ctra phong an, chung t6i gip cip vo chong 6ng
béc si thii y, Cy va Sandra tir Rhode Ireland, dang ngdi doi.
Ho cling phuc strc gian di va lich sy. Co6 Judy gilr ban cho ho
va chung toi cing mot gio. Hudng dan vién ciia hang du lich
san soc du khach vé moi phuong di¢n. Vi thé, chung t61 dugce
cd van trén gidy to, cudi cudc hanh trinh, du khach mdi nguoi
phai ting C6 Judy it nhat 5 My kim mot ngay nhan véi 10 va
tai xé it nhat 30 My kim tat ca. Mot cdp vo chong phai ting
gip doi.

Phong doi that rong rai, san da hoa tron bong, ctra kinh 16n
nhin ra ho. Du khéch timg nhém nho ngdi trén cac ghé banh
mAy nghe nhac si duong cam la lu6t dao nhitng ban nhac phd
thong quen thudc c6 18 ai c¢& tudi chung t6i cling déu ua thich
nhu Autumn Leaves, Moon River, The Way We Were,
Memory... C6 nhirng ngudi ngdi dé chd gid vao phong dn. Co
nhitng nguoi da in xong, ngdi lai nghe nhac, chuyén tro va
ngam nhin céc du khach khac. Khi cai hop dén, ngudi tiép
vién dua cho Sandra, nhip nhay, c6 nghia 1a chung t6i da c6
ban. Chung t6i di tré lai quay tiép khach va dugc dwa vao
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phong in, cira s6 16n ba bé, dong dao may tram thyc khéch.
Kinh nghiém nhiéu trong nghé, C6 Judy chia du khach ra 1am
bbn nhém, 1ay gi0 an cach nhau 15 phat. Nhu vay, nha hang
khong phai lo tlep mot luc 43 nguoi va bao nhiéu thue khach
khac. Cac cura s6 phong an déu ma, gié hd lua vao mat ruoi.
Céc tiép vién déu 1a cac sinh vién tré hay nhiing nguoi di o
tudi vé huu, nhu Judy cho biét. C6 nhic nhé moi ngudi nén
dé dai mot chit vi ho khong chuyén nghiép. Tuy nhién, ho an
mic den trang rat trinh trong va to ra 1& phép, nha nghe

Vi an thit da nhiéu va ving song hd Yellowstone ndi tiéng
vé ca huong (trout) nén Cy va Robert goi mon d6. Sandra va
t6i goi mon thit ciru nuéng... Ca ba ngudi gbec My déu goi
ruou. Riéng t6i vAn chi udng nudc lanh cho mén an Au My.
Trong bita 4n, chung t6i dugc biét cip Cy va Sandra c6 nha
16n véi 5 mau dat trén mot hon dao & Rhode Ireland. Mot
dinh thy trudce ctra nha ho tri gid 15 triéu. Cy van lam nghé
tha ¥ lai rai. Sandra c6 nghé lam toc & nha. Ong ba cuéi nhau
da 40 nam. Ong hon ba 21 tudi. Ong c6 ba ngudi con. Ba
khong c6 con nao va vui vé that tha. Ho da di du lich trong
ving Bic California véi Hang Tauck cach ddy may nim va du
lich Anh Quéc, du thuyén ving Dia Trung Hai r0i... L& di
nhién ching toi ciing cung khai vai diéu vé doi tu sy nghiép
ctia minh. Pén mon trang miéng, chiing toi no & hu. Mbi cip
goi mot chén kem véi dau chia nhau, tuy c6 quyen goi an bao
nhiéu ciing chi phai tra bang cai vé vdi ca tién thu lao.

An xong, Cy va Sandra cao tu 1én phong ngay. Chung t6i
ra phong khach va t6i cira s6 nhin ra hd da téi sam, duong di
khong 3, nén ngai nging dao ho. Chung toi khong nhd rang
tir trong nha sang dén nhin ra ngoai dém, troi dat thuong t6i
hon 14 ra tdn bén ngoai quan sat. Chung toi ngdi lai phong
khach nghe dan duong cdm. Nhiéu ngudi trong nhom du lich
chung t6i cling ngdi quanh d6. Vai dira bé chay ling xang.
D3 khai trudong nén ngudi ta chi thdy khach du lich 13 nguoi
gia d4 vé huu va ngudi tré c¢6 con nit chua dén tudi di hoc.

Khi dinh Ién phong ngu, ching tdi ngac nhién cham tran
Sandra & quay tiép khach.
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“Ba ciing ngdi lai nghe nhac hay sao ma t6i khong trong
thiy? Cy dau?” toi hoi.

“Ong 4y ngoi kia kia, khong 1én ndi,” Sandra tra 10i.

“Ua, sao vay?”

“Cy bi bénh dau lung, udng thubc da 45, bay gio di choi
bi dau lai.”

“Ba c¢6 dem theo thudc cho Cy khong?”

“C0, t6i dinh 1én 1iy thudc cho 6ng Ay thi gip ba.”

“Pé Bob diu Cy 1én phong.”

Ba Sandra xua tay:

“Khong can. Cam on ba. Ong dy ngdi nghi mét lc, roi
lai di ting quang vay.”

“Khach san phai c6 xe lan chir. Ba hoi xem?”

“U nhi. Nhung 6 ong con kiéu hanh lam co, khong bao gio
chiu ngdi xe lan ca,” ba tac ludt, rdi ndi tiép:

“Puoc roi, 1an nay thi 6 ong ay phai nghe!”

Ba Sandra ra ri tai chong rdi toi quay tiép khach hoi xe lan.
Luc sau, mot nhan vién khach san cao 16n dem xe lan téi, do
Cy ngdi vao va diy Ién thang may nhe nhang. Toi c6 cam
tuéng nhu trat dugc méi lo ciia chinh minh. Trong doan du
lich chung t6i c6 nhiéu 6ng gia, nhung 6ng Cy trong c6 vé yéu
nhit. Ong gia, ba ca thuong lang tri quén nhitng diéu minh
nén lam hodc budng binh, ty 4i che ddy nhitng diéu minh
khong con 1am dugc. Néu ho biét nghe, thi ciing d& kho cho
ngudi phdi ngau. Cac quy vi 6 tudi vé huu da bat dau khuyén
nhau: “Di choi dugc ngay nao nén di ngay, khong thi qué
mudn!” Pung vay! O tudi da vang, hdy mau mau giit 10i thé
non nudc, kéo khong con co hoi! Quy vi oi!

Nira dém hom do, bong dung toi tinh ngti va 16a mat vi
tring sang vao day phong. T6i vén chan ron ren ra khoi
giuong so Robert thire gidc. Gio lanh thAm vao nguoi khi toi
ap mat vao cira s6. Trén troi, mat trang khong tron lam, c6 1&
trang 14 hay 16. (Bay gio, khi viét toi ddy, toi xem lai lich thi
ngay 13 thang 9, ndm 2000 la 16 thang 8 am lich, sau Trung
Thu mot ngdy. Théo ndo tring sang vang vic.)
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Nudc hd xanh thdm 16ng lanh anh tring vang. Tam mit
t61 khong thé ddi ra xa vi troi téi. Con duong bd hd 10 mo.
To6i ding nhu thé rat lau, khong thay bong ngudi, bong vat.
Tiéng cho s6i tru hu tir trong rimg vong lai. Co 1€ chung dang
réo goi trang day‘7 Uoc gi cai cua sO nho ra khdi tuong nhu
balcony va c6 ghé ngdi. Dé lam gi nhi? Pé lam tho ching,
hay lién tuong t61 mot dong tho nao? Toi khong dién, cling
khong say, nén khéng dam mac 4o nga chay ra hd nhu ma troi.
C6 thé cho soi, giu den, giu tring hay bo rimg ning 2000 1bs
s& v toi trude khi t6i nhay im xudng hd dinh vot tring nhu
ngay xua Ly Bach...

THU NAM, NGAY 14 THANG 9, NAM 2000 — Dinh
sang som di dao ven hd mot 1an nira, nhung t61 ddy mudn, chi
kip an sang voi vang va ra xe buyt. Mit hd con bdc hoi.
Suong mu phu mit mo rang nii xa xa. Gid lanh tur ho théi vao.
T61 méc hai 4o Van con co ro. Trong khi 4y c6 nguodi mic
quan soQc, 40 ngan tay phong phanh. Ngdi vao xe, toi nghe
vai du khach khoe hdi dém, qua cira s, ho trong thay bo rimg
di vao tan bai dau xe.

Xe chay doc theo bd HO Yellowstone. Moi ngudi luyén
tiéc nhin lai canh khoi suong huyén a0 nén tho mét hit sau
rimg thong xanh ngit. Xe di vao Thung Liing Hayden®® doc
theo Séng Yellowstone. Nhiing su6i nudc néong nho bdc hoi
Ién khdng theo gi6 nhe nhu nhirng dai khin voan tring mong
manh vay chao ngudi hai bén duong. Du khach bat du reo
1én khi tréng thdy hwou, nai tha than trong rimg thua. Ting
dan bo rimg thong dong ngoai nang 4m. Co nhirng con 1am
1iii di bén dudng nhu khach doc hanh tram tu mic tudng. CO
nhitng con dung dinh di lai qua dudong nhu day la dia dao cua
riéng chung. Xe cd phai ngung lai nhuong da tha di.

6[61 Dr. Ferdinad,V. Hayden, nha dia chét hoc da thuyét phuc
Quoc Hoi My thiét 1ap vung Yellowstone thanh National Park, 1-
3-1872.
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Tai xé xe buyt chung t6i mé cira cho du khach xudng chup
hinh véi 161 canh céo phai ding xa nhitng con vat nang 2000
va ¢6 tde do chay it nhét 13 30 dim mot gio. Co nhiing vi
“ban xtr bon chan” dimg lai bén duong, givong doi mat nhin
loai nguoi nhu ¢6 y hoi rang:

“Cai gibng gi ky cuc, ¢ lang xang, roi rit can duong di
an sang ctia nguoi ta. Khi an, cac nguoi c6 mudn ké khac dén
nhom ngod vao tan may, tan mat nhu vay khong? That 1a bat
lich sy! Cac nguoi mau mau di khuét mat, dé nguoi ta dugc
tur nhién an c6 non con twoi mat swong mai chir!  Bon ta day
hlen lanh, kién nhin dé cac nguoi yén day, chur gap méy anh
giu den thi da cho cac nguoi miy mong, may va roi!” Ha, ha!
Nghe c6 1y diy!

Xe ngung lai & Artist Point trong vung Grand Canyon,
Yellowstone Park. Tir bai ddu xe c6 dudng di sdu xubng bd
vuc dé nhin Thac Upper Falls cao hon 100 bd, d6 nudc am
am, tung bot tring x6a xubng Séng Yellowstone 16m chom da
gitra hai vach nai hep va dung nguoc. Du khach xuyt xoa
chiém ngudng canh thién nhién hung vi.

Sau do, chung t61 duoc dua to1 Lower Falls, cao hon 300
bo. Thac d6 nudc am am xudng vuc sdu ca ngan bo va trong
gidng nhu khan voan that dai cta c6 dau budc 1én ban tho
Chua. Anh nang bong sang ruc lén chiéu vao thac nudc. Mot
cau vong ngii sic hién ra vit ngang thac. May hinh, may quay
phim lai duge dip lam viéc thém. Trién d4 tng vang, tmg do.
C6 chd xanh réu nhu cdm thach. D6 1a két qua ciia nhitng sudi
nudc nong tir bd cao di chay trén vach da hang triéu nam.
Phong canh dep nhu nhiing birc tranh triru twong mau sic
huyén do.

Trong dam du khach, xem ra c6 nhiéu cip ké ca chiing toi
d3 man nguyén gitr duoc 101 hen non thé nudc, v chong da
may chuc nam, nay dua nhau téi day cung thién nhién ghi tac
tinh nghia d4 vang.

Dia diém thir ba di t61 1a Fountain Paint Pot, nhirng cai
giéng gidng nhu c6 son mau trang, dac sét chay ra. Chung t61
duogc can dan chi di trén 18i 14t g, phai che mét kiéng rAm néu
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bun s6i tur trong giéng ban 1én 1am kleng mat mau. Pung dai
dot so vao giéng nudc nong hay giéng bun s6i. Nhiét do cua
chung 1€n t61 199 d6 F hay 93 d6 C. Mua hé nam nay, c6 hai
cau hoc tro 1am viéc tdi dd 16 mo di trén vung giéng nudc nong
ma khong cé den pin. Mot cau da nga vao giéng va thiét mang.

bay 1a vung tdp trung nhu:ng giéng phun nuéc nodng,
nhirng hd bun dic sét nhu voi trang soi sung suc, tréng that sy
de doa va nguy hiém. Tai lién tuong to1 ngay xua, hoi con bé,
tho ho dao mot cai hd nung voi dé xay cat nha ching t6i &
ngoai 6 Ha Noi. Than phu toi da tha trimg ga xudng hé voi dé
co tring ndng an long.

Trong ving Fountain Paint Pot, Yellowstone Park y, hoi
nude day dic boc 1én tir nhitng viing nudc ndng trong xanh
nhu ngoc thach, ma nao, lam thach. Nhiéu miéng giéng co
hinh trai bap hay cai ndi vi nuéc néng phun 1én va dé lai nhiing
16p voi tir nim nay qua nam khac. Sy hinh thanh nay la két
qua nhing 1an nai ltra phun tir 2 triéu nam, tir 1.3 triéu ndm va
gan nhét la 630,000 nam tru6e day. Chung t61 yén tri chiém
ngudng sy ciu tao cua trai dat va chup hinh t6i tap. Nui lia
mién nay con lau méi phun, chang xay ra trong sy co mat
ctia ching t6i. Néu may méan duoc ching kién, than xac s&
cung nhau tr& vé thién nhién, da vang két hop, nude non tron
mot 101 thé, khong c6 gi dang than tiéc.

Tré lai bai dau xe, du khach chd nhau trén cac ghé gb dai
trong bong mat. Nhiét d6 ngoai ning cao téi 80F°. Ba Pat,
ngudi Oklahoma City, tién lai gan toi rut ré hoi:

“T6i ¢c6 mot cdu hoi hoi riéng tu, ba c6 thé tra 101 duoc
khong?”

“Ba cr hoi, toi s& trd 161 néu c6 the.” Toi mim cudi than
thién.

“Hai 6ng ba mdi cudi nhau ha?”

T61 cuoi thanh tiéng nho:

“0, khong! Nam téi chiing tdi ky niém 30 ndm cuéi d6.”

“Vay ha,” ba ta ngac nhién va gop chuyén, “T6i va Bill
dugc 45 nam r6i!”
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“Xin c6 161 mung! Ong ba hay di du lich 1am khong?”

“Chuyén nay 1a chuyén th&r tr cua chung toi véi hing
Tauck.”

Trong cap Oklahoma City cling c6 vé uyén uong, san soc
nhau nhe nhang, hanh phiic 1am! Nhung c6 18 ho kin d4o hon
chung t6i, nhiing ké thich 6m eo nhau, nim tay dung ding
dung dé, hay ngdi dua sat vao nhau... Nguoi ta ctr tuong ching
t61 con trong thoi ky tring mat nong hoi, nén cat di 29 nam da
vang cua chung toi.

Khi 1én xe, ching t61 dugc canh cao trudce s€ di qua nhiing
ving bi chdy ning né trong mua hé nim 1988. Chinh phu lién
bang di tim du cach dé dap tit ngon lira 4y ma khong dugc.
Khi né lan dén canh rimng bén canh Old Faithful Geyser (Giéng
Trung Thanh), cach khach san Old Faithful Inn khoang 1/4
dam thi gi6 d6i chiéu, mua roi, tuyét xudng va khach san nay
thoat héa hoan. Tuy nhién, 45% rung Yellowstone Park bi
chay. Sét troi da ddt rimg, chi gié mua, bing tuyét méi can
ndi than lua. Chung t6i dugc xem vu héa hoan 16n lao, khiing
khiép d6 qua video chiéu trén nhitng may TV treo dudi ngin
hanh 1y trén tran xe nhu trong may bay vdy. Nhirng ngon lta
rimng ruc nhu hoa nguc, bdc 1én cao may dam trén khong trung.
Hing triéu cay thong ngd guc. Nhing nha dia chat hoc cho
rang d6 1 luat thién nhién. Lura dot cdy thong gia, 1am v qua
thong that cing va lam n¢ hat bén trong. Hat roi Xuong dat
moc thanh rimg théng non tao nén thé hé thong méi tuoi tét.
Madi cdy thong can 80 ndm dé trudng thanh. Tro tan hoa hoan
la phan bon cho cay. Luat thién nhién tuan hoan 1a ddy. Nguoi
ta chi lo s¢ Itra hai t6i doi séng loai nguoi. Nhung, su chét
d6i khi 1a mot cai 18 vui mimg cho nguoi duoc lia tran. Ngudi
than ¢ lai phai chép nhan sy mét mat, tiéc thuong vay.

Xe buyt chay doc theo Song Yellowstone, qua Théc
Gibbon 1di Song Firehole. Canh hoa hoan 1988 con dé lai
nhiéu ddu vét rd rét. Rung thong thudc loai lodgepole, than
cdy thing dung thuong ding dé xdy nha, lam c6t dién. Dong
6 bao la chay rui, den thui. C6 chd sit ngay hai bén duong
di. Chic chan khach du lich thoi gian d6 bi cAm toan dién
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trong ving nay. Nhung niém hy vong cho tuong lai di trg vé,
nhirng d6i théng non mdi moc xanh muét 14.

Co nguoi hoi:

“Tai sao chinh phu khong cho chat nhirng cay thong bi
chay kho den, va don nhiing ciy bi ngd d6 ngdn ngang trong
ring va trén ddi, nhi?.”

C6 hudng dan tra 10i:

“Chinh phit muén giir vé thién nhién ctia nfii rimg hoang
da. Nhing gi cua thién nhién dé thién nhién thanh toan, giai
quyet Néu cho don dep gon gang nhu cong vién trong thanh
phd, phai vit nhitng cay thong chét di dau? D6 chung sang
rimg khéc, dem chiing di tri song hay dua ra bién, ciing lam
mat vé dep ¢ nhitng noi kia. Nhur thé, chinh phu phai tiéu tén
bao nhiéu tién, dan phai tra thém bao nhiéu thué nita cho
nhitng vu chay rimg hang nim?”

T6i nghi thim: “Pung qua! Néu chinh phi cho ngudi tu
do vao lay ciy chét dem di cho sach, cho dep rimg, chic thién
ha dam ddt rimg thém dé ldy cay chay lam cui than ban!”

DAu vét héa hoan chay tdo1 tan dia diém Old Faithful
Geyser noi du khach ngirng lai dém nay. Vi con sém, chung
to1 chua c6 phong khach san ngay. Trong khi cho doi, du
khach vao phong an trwa. Chung toi ngdi cing ban véi hai
phu nit nguoi Anh.

Bay gio t6i méi dé y, nguoi Anh phat 4m chir geyser Ia
ghi-do khac vai nguoi My phat am 1a gai-do. Trude khi di
chuyén du lich nay, t6i néi chir geyser la ghi-dd. C6 con dau
ngudi My cua toi stra lai 1a gai-do. Toéi vui vé cuoi:

“U, cam on. Chir khong phai 1a ghi-do (geese) hay gu-do
(goose) nhu con thién nga sé nhiéu hay s it ha?”

Hom nay dugc nghe cai am ghi-do, toi lang thinh, cuoi
thAm. Co 18 t6i da nghe tiéng phat am d6 tir hdi hoc Anh vian
& trung hoc hay Hoi Viét My ma cac gido su khong nhat thiét
t6t nghiép tir bén My.

Sau bita trua, t6i méi c6 dip chu ¥ téi kién trac Old
Faithful Inn. Khach san duoc xay cat tir nim 1904, bang gd
thong va d4 trong ving. Hanh lang tang mat dat rong 16n, mai
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cao Ién tan tang tha ba, c6 10 suoi lon bang da. Tiéng nhac
vang xuong tir cdy dan duong cam trén hanh lang tang thir hai.
Cai dong ho treo trén tuong, lam bang tay voi gd, ddng va sit,
chi gio phun nudc sip toi cua Old Faithful Geyser 1a 2 gio 45.
Trong lic dang an trwa, chung t6i da 15 xem 1an nudc phun
trude. Mbi 1an giéng phun cach nhau khoang 80 phut va lau
tir 3 dén 5 phat. Tir hon 120 nim qua Old Faithful Geyser cir
déu déu phun nudc nhu vy va chua bao gio phu 1ong ngudi
chd doi. Vi thé giéng dwoc mang tén Trung Thanh.

Chung t61 ra ngdi chd trén bing ghé trudc Old Faithful.
Gleng bbc hoi khong ngimg. Miéng giéng nho 1én trén mot
mo dét rong bén bo Firehole River. Hang tram cot hoi boc 1én
doc theo con séng nay. Bén kia song 1a rimg thong rdm rap.
Du khéch dan dan dén ng01 kin ca cac hang ghé vong quanh
Giéng Trung Thanh. Trdi nang chang chang, néng bong lung.
C6 nguoi doi 4o Ién dau. Do thoi tiét & ving nai ngay dém
gip d6i. Qua gid du doan ma Old Faithful chi phut 1én nhiing
cot hoi nho. Chung toi yén lang ngdi chd doi.

Trong su doi chd hoi hop Ay cua khan gia, giéng da ban vot
1én khong trung mot cot nude nong bdc hoi that cao va trang
xoa nhu may cudn cudn in trén bau tro1 xanh nhat. Nhiéu
nguoi, vo tay, reo to tan thuong To1 ng01 bat day va dung 1én
bang ghe de chyp dugc cd miéng gleng May anh, may quay
phim hap tap 1am viéc. Sau khi giéng phun 1én mot cot nude
c¢6 thé cao toi 185 bd nhu thudng duge wdc luong, nude rat
xudng dan dan thip hon cho t&i khi chi con lai cot hoi, thoi gian
kéo dai gan 5 ~phut.  That khong uong cong toi mong moi tir
hon 30 qua dé thay su biéu dién rat ngoan muc va cam dong
ctia Old Faithful, mot ky quan trai dat. Toi nghi tham:

Ta doi “nguoi” tw ba mwoi nam,

“Khéng” uéng hoa phong nhuy, hoai trang ram.

Tho Vit Hoang Chwong, “Ta doi em tir ba mieoi ndm, uong
hoa phong nhuy, hodi tring ram,” Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
doc lai di chut xiu cho hop véi hoan canh minh. T61 hon nhe
trén méa Robert va cam on chang da gilr 161 hua, dua toi téi
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ving Non Nuéc Pd Vang nay. Doi mat chang di hét trong
xanh tudi tré, nhung van long lanh xtc cam nhu bao gid.
Chang dap lai v6i chiéc hon trén vang tran da hon nira cudc
doi suy tu cia toi, vang tran khong khac chi hinh v& nhing 16p
nham thach trong 1ong Giéng Trung Thanh.

Ngoc Dung trude QId Faithful Geyser
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Vira lac d6, xe buyt t6i dau trude diy phong danh cho
nhom du khéach ching t6i. Hanh ly dugc mang vao ting
phong. Chung t6i nhan chia khoa va 1én thang klem phong
ngay. Phong chung t6i trén lau hai nhin ngay ra cai giéng phun
nude nong trung thanh nhat trong viing Yellowstone Park chir
khong nhin ra bai dau xe nhu ¢6 hudéng dan di n6i hom trude.
T6i mé cira s6 cho thoang mat. Tuy nhién, ching t6i khong
thich ngdi trong phong va lai tré ra chd Nguoi tinh mudn thud
Old Faithful. Chung t6i mua hai x4p buu anh va it tem thu.
Mot x4p anh gitr lam ky niém vi t6i biét chiing t6i khong lya
chon duoc dung goc canh, anh sang tot, khong thé chup duoc
nhing hinh dep voi cai may anh bo ti nho xiu. Ching toi
ngoi trén ghé trong bong mét nhin ra Giéng Trung Thanh. Toi
viét dia chi cac con 1én anh: Nguyén Thuay va vo, Kelly cu
ngu tai Reston, cung tinh vg chéng ching t01; Than Phong va
vo tén Hope ¢ Vienna. Ca hai ving ndy thudc mién Bic
Virginia; Truong Son ¢ Orlando, gﬁn Disney World, Florida;
Ngoc Han va chong, David cuing hai con trai, Anton va Levi
cu ngu tai Dallas xir cow-boy, Texas. Robert s€ viét thém vai
dong va guri cho chung.

“Son va Hope ma t6i day thi chung dién lén dugc nhi?”
Robert noi.

“Pung vay,” toi déng y. “Chung s thirc khuya cho trang
1én, day som trude mit troi dé chup 1ay canh dic biét.”

Trudng Son, cau con trai thir hai con doc than 14 nhiép anh
gia chuyén nghiép. Son ¢ bang cp nhu ai nhung khong thich
ép minh ngdi trude ban gidy 8-9 gid dong hd hay hon mdi
ngay. Vé&i cai may anh, cdu con trai va c6 con dau toi thich
chay noi nay, di chd no lam viéc.

Chung toi dang cim cui viét, bong nghe tiéng nguoi reo
day do. Toi nhin 1€n, Old Faithful chua phun nudc. Ching
t6i ngd theo tay chi ctia mot nit nhan vién kiém 1am.

“Beehive Geyser phun,” ba ta néi. “Giéng nay phun mot
ngay hai 1an, nhung khong biét gio ndao. N6 khong phun déu
din nhu Old Faithful.” Giéng Trung Thanh dic biét d& thuong
nhu thé do.



68 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Chung toi gié ban dd ra coi. Giéng Beehive ¢ bén kia
Firehole River. Gidng song nho ¢ ciu bic qua. Chung toi
bao nhau sdng mai ddy sém di mot vong sang bén d6 tham
tht. Mot dira bé gai di qua phan nan voi me:

“Con néi ghi-do c6 thang nho bat bé con “phai néi gai-do
chu!” Co6 ding khong me?”

“Thé nao ciing dugc. Ghi hay gai déu ding ca,” ba me tra
10i. Vo chdng t6i tim tim cuoi nhin nhau, ngam hiéu van dé
phat 4m ngd nghinh cua tiéng Anh va My.

Khi du khach tir cac phia theo nhau ra ngdi dong chung
quanh vong dai Old Faithful la luc giéng sap phun nudc. Cy
ngdi trong xe lin Sandra ddy ciing c6 mat trong dam ngudi ay.
Cai nghia Non Nuéc Da Vang thuc su thé hién & cap vo chong
nay. Ho di keo son gin bo cho téi lic gbi mon chan chon,
thuc hién 161 nguyén udc cung du lich nhitng noi da hira hen
v6i nhau tu bao gio. Va, ciing nhu nhitng cip vo chong dau
bac rang long khac, trong dé c¢6 ching t61, vao khoang 4 gio,
chung t6i lai nhin thidy Giéng Trung Thanh phut nudc nong
1én cao hon, bdc hoi manh mé hon, ruc r& hon trong dnh hoang
hén xuat than nhat.

Khi Old Faithful rit vao long giéng, nung nau ngudn sinh
luc stra soan cho ky phun nudc sau, t6i nhu nguoi vira trai qua
mot vi¢e lam qua stc, ki¢t lyc. To61 hit mdt hoi that dai va thé
hit ra cling that dai dé tro vé voi thye tai. T6i 6m canh tay
chdng dung day. Ching toi tro Ve phong tim sy nghi ngoi.

Chiéu d6, chung t6i 1én san tang hai cta khach san dé cho
Old Faithful phun nuéc 1an ké tiép trude khi xubng phong an
t6i. O day cling c6 nhiéu ngudi ngdi udéng nude ngot, bia,
ruou, ngam canh Thung Liing Firehole. Trong ning vang ruc
13, ¢6 nhitdng cot hoi ddy dic, tring nhu bong bay 13n voi may
tro1, c6 nhirng s¢1 hoi nude that mong manh nhu voan lya, bay
nhe theo chiéu gi6 hay hay thoi. Du khach tan man, 40 mau
an hién di dong trong rimg ciy hai bén bo song. Chung t6i
giit bira ti lac 6 gio 15. Trude d6 may phit, Old Faithful lai
trd tai ban nude 1én troi trude mat du khach. Ho chiang khac
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gi nhitng c¢6 nhan tinh tré chiém ngudng va 41 md ngudi tinh
gia gan manh, déo dai.

Téi d6, chung t6i ngdi dn cung ban véi cap Simon va
Dellas. Tat ca déu cam thay mét moi vi nhiing bita an ning
né, nén chi goi nhitng mén nhe nhu soup, salad. Ba Simon
goi mon ca chia véi Ong Dellas. Toi goi mon thit heo chia voi
Robert. Du an ching phai tra tién, chung toi ciing chi goi mot
ly kem voi dau twoi dé dn chia v&i nhau. Chuyén vé
Computer, Internet, Camera on line 1 dé tai hip dan ching
t6i v6i cap Florida nay. Simon va Dellas ciing t6 vé lo lang vi
bdo 16m co thé thdi qua chd ho 6. Ho ké chuyén ré'lng, cach
day 10 nam, bdo di cudn sap nha ho. Can nha moi cta ho ¢
cach xa bién hon, nhung van trong tiéu bang nhiéu gio bao
Florida. Simon ty thu, ong dém tung ngay dugc tr¢ vé nha.
Hinh nhu nhiéu 6ng chong ding tudi di du lich vi né vo. Ho
di choi ma 10ng con lién voi cong viéc hay nhé nhirng tién
nghi thoai mai & nha nén khong thich tha lim va chéng chan
cuoc du lich dai.

Sau bita an t6i, bén nguoi chung t6i dinh di bo ra ngam
Old Faithful duéi trang, nhung troi lanh, gié budt va ching ai
mic 40 4m, nén danh phai trd vé phong. Khong khi | trong lanh
tir ring nui lua vao giuong, chung t6i ngu that dé dang sau
mot ngdy 1én nui, xuéng déo, vao rimg, ra song thim viéng
vung Non Nudc Pa Vang

THU SAU, NGAY 15 THANG 9, NAM 2000 - 5 rudi
sang, dong ho reng reng bao thirc. Trong phong lanh cong, t6i
dinh ra dong cira s6 thi thay nhiing tia sang ban tung 1én trén
ngon cdy. Sau mot gidy dinh than, t6i ho hoan nhu chay nha,
quén ca c6 thé danh thirc hang x6m:

“Giéng phun! Giéng phun! Cung oi, cung oi, ra xem
giéng phun!”

Robert dang ¢ trong phong tam voi quan cai khan long
quanh ngudi va chay ra cua sO dung bén t6i d& xem Old
Faithful biéu dién 1an thir tu véi ching t6i. Oi nguoi tinh
mudn doi cia trai dat!  Ngay dém, nguoi da phun “nhiét chat”
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bao nhiéu 1an ma van khong biét mét u? Nhirng vi dling manh,
pha ky luc thé gioi, lam nhu vay duoc bao nhi€éu nam, bao
nhiéu tudi nhi?

Séau gio, chung t6i dong phuc moi ngudi mot cai 4o len 4m
mau xanh réu ma cau con ca mua cho va dem theo thém cai
40 khodc. Xudng phong an, chung t6i gip nhiéu ngudi trong
nhom da c6 mat. An voi bita sang gian di voi trai cay, banh
mi nudng va coffee chung t6i lai khodc 4o 1én vai ra ngoai
thung liing gleng nude néng, Upper Geyser Basin. T61 miung
da mac du 4o am, khong thi chang chiu ndi han do thap cua
mién cao nguyén cao trén 8000 bd vao budi sang sip sang thu.

V6i ban d, may hinh va ng nhom trong tay, chiing t6i di
vong qua Old Faithful toa hoi nong ngin ngut du chua dén
gio phun nude. CoOt hoi nhu dam may triang sang chéi trong
anh chiéu duong. Ca trim cot hoi khac boc 1én hai bén bo
S6ng Firehole ngoan ngoco trong thung liing xanh um cay co,
tim nhat suong mai. Khong khi lanh budi sang di lam cho
sudi nudc nong nhod nhit ciing b hoi nhiéu hon va duge nhin
thdy rd hon khi bi anh mat trdi dot tan. Phong canh tya nhu
mot lang qué Viét Nam, mai tranh téa khoi bép néu com cua
ngudi dan trude khi di cho hay ra dong cay bira budi som. Toi
nghi dén mot ngay sé tro lai, & trong can nha g6 nho ding sau
lung, nhin thing ra Thung Liing Old Faithful khéi swong tién
canh. Hay tudng tuong mua thu noi day, rirng cay trung trung
diép di¢p 1a vang da mau ruc thdm, mé hon; mua dong noi
day ménh moéng mot mau bang tuyét tring tinh, pha ngap
thung liing, 14p sdu sy doi. Tim cb don giita thién nhién vang
vé, xa lanh chdn lao xao, on a0 ndo nhiét, may man va hanh
phuc 1dm thay!

T6i ludn ludn ndi voi Robert v dinh tro lai. Chang ngac
nhién, vi thuong thuong t6i chi thich di qua mdi chd mot lan
cho biét 1a di. Trudc phong canh trong lanh, tinh khiét 1am
tinh than sang khoai, twoi vui, tdi mong udc co ngay trd lai, &
lau hon dé tinh thién véi canh vat thién nhién c6 mot khong
hai trén trai dit nay.
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Chung t6i gdp mot nit nhiép anh gia da sin sang may hinh
trén ba cang chan dung. C6 dang doi Giéng Trung Thanh
phun khi mit troi 16 rang sau rimg cay phia déng va chiéu
théng vao canh Old Faithful Inn phia sau ¢4t nude. Co6 ké
rang, dém trudc dugc xem gleng phun trong anh trang, nhung
tiéc khong dem theo may anh dé chup. Tring rat sang, soi rd
duong di lam chung toi tiéc hui hui. Di mot quang ntra, ching
t6i lai gdp mot nhiép anh gia khac ciing dang & vi thé sin sang
cho Giéng Trung Thanh phun. Nhirng nguoi chup hinh nghé
nghiép ndy trang bi quan 4o rat 4m, dé co thé chi dung mot
ch5 ma khong bi cyc khd vi cong lanh. Chung t6i mudn 1én
cau di qua song, sang bo bén kia, nhung khong du thoi gio,
nén tiép tuc di bén ndy song. Nhiing phién da xanh nhu ngoc
thach hay long lanh sac vang, sac do dudi lan nuéc nong trong
Vat boc hoi, nhirng hé bun trang nhu voi soi sung suc rat gan
tam mat, tim tay. Ching t6i chup cho nhau may hinh ky niém.

Vira di ching t6i vira quay lai canh chimg Old Faithful
dang bdc hoi mdi luc mot nhiéu hon. Hinh nhu vai lan giéng

Old Faithful Geyser
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da phun 1én nhiing c6t nudce nho nhung lai rét tut xudng, phi

hoi nhu 6ng gia mét nhoai, hét gan cbt. Toi c6 cam tuong Old
Faithful gia nua that sy va cam thy tdi nghiép cho l3o gia nay.
T61 ho 16mn vao khong gian:

“Old Faithful! Old Faithful! Shoot it out! Shoot it out!
You can do it!”

“Old Faithful, you can do it! Come on, honey!”

Robert choang tay 6m qua nguoi t6i cho 4m ca hai. Hinh
nhu chang khong hiéu nhirng y nghi méo mé trong dau oc toi.
Vai phut sau d6 “Léo Gia Trung Thanh” dé ching t0 kha nang
con manh m& cua minh va ban 1én madt cot nudec nong 1ong lay
ngét cao trong nhiing tia nang huy hoang dau ngay. D6 1 lan
thir ndm trong vong 18 gio t6i duoc thdy Old Faithful that
trung thanh, that chiu kho lam vira long nhan loai. Nhiing cap
vo chdng gia nhu chiing t6i dén viing cao nguyén Yellowstone

dugc dip suy nghiém vé troi cao dat ca, diy uy quyén linh
bién, duoc dip thira hudng céi dep tinh tiy, linh diéu cia thién
nhién ban cho loai nguoi. Ching toi di ghi lai mot lan nira
nhiing hanh phuc bén nhau va cadm on nhau cai tinh thuy
chung, cai nghia d4 vang da cho nhau hon ntra cudc doi.

Chung t6i 1én xe buyt, 1ong con quyén luyén thung liing
khoi swong Giéng Nudc Trung Thanh. C6 hudng din Judy
héi moi nguoi:

“Quy vi c6 hai long véi Old Faithful khong?”

“Yes! Yes! Yes!” Moi nguoi dong thanh. Vai nguoi noi
mudn & thém it nhit 1a mot ngay nita dé tham tha cac giéng
nude nong khac trong ving Upper Geyser ndy. D6 1a chua ké
ving Lower Geyser va bao nhiéu dia diém khac trong
Yellowstone Park nhu sudi nudc néng Mammoth ching toi
chua duoc di téi. Mudn tham tha va thu huong hét vung gleng
nudc noéng cua Yellowstone phai mat it nhat mot tuan 1& moi
toai nguyén.

Ro1i Old Faithful khong xa, chiing t6i dung lai ¢ do cao
8,262 bo trén mit bién, noi Continental Divide, ranh gidi chia
song ho trong luc dia Hoa Ky chay vé hai huéng: nhiing
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ngudn nudc phia bic Continental Divide chay ra Pai Tay
Duong; nhimg nguén nudc phia nam chay ra Thai Binh
Duong. 75% ngudn nudc ctia Yellowstone Park chay ra Pai
Tay Duong. Ai 1a ngudi da di do dac phan chia chén thién
nhién day nhi? Nudc tu 13n ranh luc dia nay s€ theo sudi, theo
song di mai ra bién ca, tring dwong mit mung, chéng bao gio
ngugc giong tro lai nui non thdm son cung c6c, nhu nhiing
nguoi bo qué cha, dat to ra di, khong co ngay vé. Tiéng tho
“Thé Non Nudc” 1 chot Vang 1én, mot se tht, nghen ngao
nhtrc nhoi tim toi:

Nuée non nang mot loi thé

Nude di di mdi khéng vé ciing non

Nhé 167 nguyén meée thé non

Nuoc di chwa lai non con dieng trong...

Nhung mét ly luan bSng dén... an ui t6i. Nudc chay ra
song, ra bién, gip ning boc thanh hoi, thanh may, gap lanh
bién thanh mua, thanh tuyet 161 lai roi vé& viing nui non dat da
nay. Thai thi ngudn cao, sudi can oi! Hay kién trinh doi cho,
gi0 s€ dua mdy mua bang tuyét tro lai voi nguoi nhé! Nudc
s& trd vé ngudn!

Du khach nhiéu ngudi chup hinh ky niém ghi lai niém kiéu
hanh da dat chan 1én Continental Divide. May mua, bang
tuyét s& trd lai vao mua thu déng. Trong dam du khach, ai s&
¢ ngay trd lai ddy? Mot con gié budn nhu tiéng tho dai thoi
to1 khi ching t6i 1€n xe.

Ning sém ban mai 4m ap quyén ril suc vat. Pén mot thung
ling tréng trai, chiing t6i lai dugc nhin théy huou nai, bo ring
an co hai bén duong. Ba Rhode Island reo vang 1€n khi trong
thdy con vat dau tién trong cudc hanh trinh hom nay:

“Cé con bo rung, bén tay trai. Con bo duc!”

“Hé, Sandra, ba c6 con mét t6t 1dm déy nhé,” mot ba nao
d6 khoi hai. “ Ba nhin thoang ma di thiy ngay cai duc cua
nd!” Ca doan du khéach cuoi 16n.

7[7] Tho cua Tan Da Nguyén Khic Hiéu (1889-1939)
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“Phai ddy, quy vi nao trong thdy vat gi la thi xudng lén
cho moi ngudi biét,” c6 hudng dan Judy biéu dong tinh.

Tir d6 hét ngudi nay dén nguoi kia ho hoan 1én nhu mot
1&i con nit hon nhién mdi khi tréng thiy th ring. Nhung ¢
mot con thu ma du khach van khong duoc nhin thay 1a con
giu. C6 ba hoi:

“Judy, ching ta chua nhin thay gau nhi?” Pung 1a dan ba
hay tan man, to mo, nhung néu trong thay gau thue sy thi co
18 chét cung, chr ¢ day ma ham! C6 hudng din vién cam ong
vi 4m 1én tir ton noi:

“Pé t6i ké mot chuyén vé bear (con giu) cho quy vi nghe
nhé. Co doan ngudi kia dén mot try sé du lich va yéu cau
dugc dan di xem bear. Nhan vién du lich ctr mot ciu hoc tro
lam viéc he, cho méc b 4o hoa trang nhu con moose (bo ring
khong co simg, nhung c6 tai to nhidu nhanh) va dan doan
nguoi vao rung. Thinh linh mot con bear xuét hién. Cau hoc
sinh gia dang con Moose s qua, voi vang bé mil hinh cai dau
moose ra. Cau ta nghi rang bear chi ¢udi theo moose théi, chir
khong vd nguoi. Bdng cdu nghe con bear néi rang, “may doi
cai mil moose vao, khong ca hai dira cung bi dudi bay gio!”

Du khach chung t6i cuoi den muon vo xe buyt. Nhung Co
Judy chi budng 6ng vi 4m rdi ngdi xubng ghé, giir ding di¢u
bo ciia mdt nha khoéi hai gidi lam thién ha cuoi bé bung ma
chinh minh khong nhéch miéng cudi. Tir ddy chang ai nhic
nhd toi gau nita. Tuy nhién, khong phai 1a khong c6 giu trong
vung Yellowstone. Nhirng con da thu dir ton lai khong thich
tiéng dong on ao cua loai nguoi. Ching 1an tranh trong rimg
sau ram rap, Vang veé ma thoi. Qua sach bao, phim anh toi
dugc nghe va biét ca nhan vién kiém 1am ciing bi géu vo cin
suyt chét.

Qua HO Lewis, Thac Lewis, di theo Séng Lewis dé ra khoi
Yellowstone National Park, xe vay chiao mién Non Nudc Dd
vang cia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, va di vao Grand Teton
National Park cao 1000 b trén mit bién. Ving nay rong t&i
485 dam vudng, c6 7 trién nui d4 dong bang, 8 hd 16n, 1300



NON NUOC DA VANG 75

hd nhd, va mang tén ngon Nui Grand Teton, 13,700 bd, cao
nhat trong 12 ngon ndii d4 nhon dung dtng ctia Teton Range.
Ngon tha‘ip nhét 12 Mount St. John cao 11,430 bd. Ngon cao
thir nhi 1a Mount Owen, 12,928 bg. Ngon cao thir ba 1a Mount
Moran, 12,605, mang tén nha danh hoa Thomas Moran. Ong
dd v& ca trim phong canh Yellowstone dé chimg minh véi
Qudc Hoi Hoa Ky céi kho tang thién nhién ctia ving nay phai
dugc gin gilt va bao v¢.

Crystal Falls, 1871, tranh mau nudc cua
danh hoa Thomas Moran.
(Department of Interior, Yellowstone National Park).
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Yellowstone Canyon, tranh mau nudc ciia Thomas Moran, 1871,
Department of the Interior Museum, Washington, D.C.

Grand Canyon of Yellowstone, tranh son dau, 1872 cua
Thomas Moran, Department of the Interior Museum,
Washington, D.C.
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Great Spring of the Firehole River, tranh mau nuéc 1871 cua
Thomas Moran, Department of Interior,
Yellowstone National Park.

The Three Teton, tranh son dau, 1895 cia Thomas Moran,
dugc treo trong The Oval Office cia Toa Bach Oc.
(National Park Service).
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Tranh Thomas Moran gdm ca mau nude va son dau voi
k¥ thuat siéu viét, khong khac gi hinh chup véi mau sic huyén
40, huy hoang nhat. Qua tranh 6ng, ngudi ta s& mang mot hoai
vong khong ngudi cho dén khi nao duoc nhin thiy
Yellowstone tdn mat mdi thoa long, toai nguyén. Ngoai
Yellowstone, Thomas Moran con di cung khap cac danh lam
théng canh trén Nudc My, Anh, Y, M@ Tay Co... dé v&. Tranh
ong dugc so sanh v&i tranh Joseph Mallord William Turner,
nha danh hoa Anh, 1775-1851. Vo chdng ching tdi ciing
duoc cai vinh hanh xem tranh Turner tai Tate Gallery khi
viéng tham London 20 nam vé trudc.

Chang bao lau, chiing t6i trong thdy Ring Teton hong
hong, tim tim dudi anh nang va in bong trén mat Ho Jackson
trong xanh bén tay phai. Trién Ni Mount Moran déng bang
mudn doi, muén kiép khong tan. Xe chay doc theo dong hoa
co dai trai rong toi bo hd, rdi ngung lai tai Jackson Lake
Lodge. Du khach vao khach san dé téy tran chtr chua duoc
nhan phong ngay vi con sém. Thuong thuong 4 gio chidu
phong khach san méi san sang cho du khach. Moi ngudi chi
kip 1én phong tiép tan, ngé qua cira kinh cao rong bang ca mot
manh tuong vi dai dong khung Rang Teton bén kia thung lling
hoa dai va Ho Jackson. Phong canh dep 16a mit, ngdy hon.
Chung t6i xudng gift shop mua mot cai may chup hinh
disposal (vt bo sau khi phim duoc rira) dé chup canh rong
l6n panorama. Vira chup dugc vai tAm hinh, chung toi lai
phai chay ra xe buyt sang Tinh Jackson an trua.

Xe di theo Puong Teton Park va dung lai & mot dia diém
vong son dé ching toi c6 thé chiém ngudng va chup Ring
Teton cao nhon nhu nhitng bd nguc tran cing cing cua dam
phu nit nam ngira phoi nang dudi bau troi xanh biéc. S¢ di
rang nui tén Teton ma chit Phap co6 nghia 1a nguc 1a do mot
thuong gia nguoi Phap dau tién qua ving nay da dat cho nui.
Tat ca nhitng ngon nai kiéu cang, ngao nghe do da duogc chup
lan dau tién trong nhitng tAm hinh ctia nhiép anh gia William
Henry Jackson (1843-1942), di dugc vé& lan thir nhét trong
nhiing birc tranh ctia danh hga Thomas Moran (1837-1926)
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theo 101 moi cta nha dia chit hoc Dr. Ferdinand Hayden
(1829-1887).

Céch nay khoang 130 nam, Ferdinand Hayden da kham
pha ra Yellowstone. Ong trinh bay v&i Qudc Hoi vé canh
thién nhién tuyét voi cta ving ny va dé nghi mot dy an bao
vé kho tang qudc gia quy gia 4y. Nhung khong nghi si, dan
biéu ndo tin 6ng ca. Hayden phai voi téi nha danh hoa Thomas
Moran va nhiép anh gia William Henry Jackson cing ong trd
lai Yellowstone v& ca trim btic tranh, chup cé traim tim hinh
dé 1am mot ho so day 500 trang. Bay gio qudc hoi mai tin va
cho thi hanh du an Yellowstone National Park.

Hinh chup cua William Henry Jackson dep nhu tranh va
tat ca déu 1a bao vat cua kho tang qudc gia Hoa Ky ngay nay.
Ong 14 ban than cta nha danh hoa Thomas Moran. Tén ong
duoc dit cho H) Jackson, Tinh Jackson, noi chung toi s€ toi
trua nay, cach quan tro hon 50 dim vé phia Tay.

Khi ¢6 huéng dan ké rang, ngudi vo dau tién ctia William
Henry Jackson véi 5 ngudi con ciia ho 1an lugt qua doi vi bénh
tat trong budc duong khan hoang dau tién day kho khin, thiéu
thon trong viing, tat ca du khach trong xe déu tho hét ra, ngdim
ngui, td1 nghiép! Co6 Judy noi tiép, Jackson tuc huyén vacod3
nguoi con véi ba vo sau, moi ngudi nhu voi di dugc ndi
thuong cam thit tinh.

Chung t6i dugc ngung lai & Jenny Lake 1ong 13y nhu
guong soi bong nui Teton ddo nguge. Bong nui dudi nude rd
nét twoi mau nhu nui trén mat dat. Tir géc canh ching toi
dtng, dinh nti Grand Teton, Teewinot va Owen nhon hoét
nhu nhitng ngon thap nha tho. Toi da duoc thay canh nay
trong hinh dep nhu tranh ctia William Henry Jackson va trong
tranh dep nhu hinh ctia Thomas Moran.

Xe buyt vira 101 Jenny Lake dugc mot quang, phai dung
lai ngay giira duong. Du khach nhdp nhom la reo nhdn nhao.
Mot doan nai ma toi dém duoc 14 con lon ton theo nhau di tir
rimg bén trai qua dudng sang canh dong bén mit dé an co. BO
da nau vang 6ng 16m dom nhiing mang mau hanh nhan muot
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ma, chimng t6 chung khoe manh, duoc an ubng day du. (Ay,
ay, xin qiy vi dirng © ‘nghéo ma ham”, dung nham nham khau
sting sin va nghi dén moén nai thui chdm tuwong ging, nai
nuong uop toi, nai kho du du trong nhitng vung National Park
cia My nhé, pham phap day!)

Rét nhidu nguoi Au Chau trong d6 c6 ngudi Phap dén
kham pha viing nay, nén du khach lai dugc ¢6 huéng dan Judy
cho biét:

“Néu quy vi nhin vé phia bén trai s& thdy ngon nii c¢6 hinh
mot nguoi Da Do bung by nam ngua, cai mili 16n dam lén troi.
Nui c6 tén 1a Gros Ventre Slide.”

Vung nay cling c6 Song Gros Ventre, Puong Gros Ventre.
Tir ddy dudng di trong thung liing rong, ddi c6 chap chung.
Du khach dugc dua vao Tinh Jackson an trua & nha hang
Cadillac, cting do hang du lich Tauck dai tho. Cho doi that
lau méi dugce tiép thirc in nén chung t6i an nhanh, di ra phd
tranh thu thoi gian tham tha noi la. Day la mét tinh nhon nhip
ve nganh thé thao truot tuyét mua dong. Tu dudi phd ¢co thé
nhin thang 1én cic dudng truot tuyét thoai thoai trén nui dat,
khong 16m chom da va doc nguoc nhu Rang Teton. Tai tir
Harrison Ford®®l ¢6 nha nghi mat v ludt s cia OJ Simsons
ol (¢ van phong ¢ tinh nay. Chung to1 vao xem méy tiém ban
quan 4o, dung cu thé thao, d6 dung du lich va mua duogc cai
tai x4ch nho va nhe, thay thé céi toi dang mang, to va nang
khong tién cho sy 1én xudng xe. Trude gid 1én buyt, du khach
tap hop trong cong vién trude Tiém An Cadillac. Bén céi mai
cong & bdn goc cong vien nay duoc két bang vai trim cai stmg
huou. Trong vung Yellowstone Park va Grand Teton Park
ude luong co dén 10,000 con huou. Vao mua xuan, huou
thuong bi rung sing. Nhitng doan Hudng Pao trong vung

8[8] Harrison Ford, tai tr ndi tiéng trong bo phim than thoai, phiéu
lwu, mao hiém tan thoi Raiders of the Lost Ark, Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

9[9] O.J. Simsons bi nghi 99% da glet Vg, trong vu an ndi tiéng
t6n kém va kéo dai may nam ma van duoc trang an.
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dugc phép di nhit va ban lay tién mua thirc dn nudi huou trong
mua dong. Con buén A Pong chiéu ¢b mua sing huou ky
lam. Dén Viét Nam ciing khong la gi mén “bé ti bo ti bd am
duong” nay.

Trén duong tr vé khach san, ching toi ghé tham ngdi nha
tho nho mét phong, duoc dung 1€n tir nam 1925. Ban tho c6
ctra s6 dong khung Rang Teton trong nhu stained glass, kiéng
son hinh nhiéu mau. Toi phai nhim mat, tinh tdm lam m&i
cau nguyén duoc vai cdu vi ctr mai nhin rang nti dep nhu thién
dang dang sau ban thd Chua.

Vé dén Jackson Lake Lodge, chung t6i dugc dua chia khoa
phong cua doan du khach. D6 1a nhing cottage (nha gb nho)
mot tang, hai can gidp nhau. Bén trong mdi cin duoc trang
hoang véi nhitng birc tranh sin ban ¢6 mau xanh 14 cdy nhu
khung cira, man ctra va 14 thong reo trén d6i. Ngoai phong
tém c6 thém ban rira mat, ban bép nho cung du cac dd ding
can thiét ngoai trir, ban i, TV. Diy méi 1a loai phong ngu
hop véi khung canh thién nhién ma tdi thich nhét trong chuyén
du lich nay. T6i mé cira sd ludi dé khong khi thom mat caa
nui rimg, hd nuée lha vao phong.

Chiéu dé, chiing t6i ra khoi phong sém dé cé thoi gid xem
trién 13m tranh trong phong tiép tin, cira kinh cao 60 by. O
goc d6 nao trong phong, du khach ciing c6 thé nhin thiy nhiing
bd nguc cao nhon, dep nhit cia ba my nhan nam trén ring
Teton phia bén kia HO Jackson.

Nhiéu bue tranh phong canh mau sic tuyét voi, tinh té ctia
ving Non Nuéc Yellowstone, Teton Range va nhiéu ving
khac ctia Tiéu Bang Wyoming da 1am toi ngay ngat, tho hit
ra. Son mau hinh nhu lai mudn chéy ra tir ngén tay téi. Robert
chi vai burc tranh:

“Em c6 thé v& duoc birc nay, buc nay...”

“Em ma khong viét chic 1a em s& hoc v& lai va v& nhu
dién,” t6i tra 16i. Tuy nhién, néu v& dé dang nhu thé thi ai
cling 1a hoa si ca.



82 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Di hai vong ngam, t6i van khong chan nhimng btic tranh
chua dé gia. Chiéu mai ¢ day c6 mot budi tiép tan ban dau gia
nhiing btrc tranh nay.

Cung trong phong trlen lam a ay, t61 duoc doc vé cudc tranh
giai toan qudc hang nam rat hap dan, Arts For The Parks. 100
btrc tranh s€ dugc gidi Grand Prize va dugc mua véi gia
$50,000. Mot btrc doc nhat s& dugc chon thing giai chung két
va dugc thuong thém $50,000 nita. Cac hoa si phai ndp tranh
trude ngay 1 thang 6 mdi nam. Quy vi hoa si ndo mudn biét
thém chi tiét thi lién lac v6i s6 sau day: 800 553 2787n -
wwwe.artsfortheparks.com - Arts For The Parks. P.O. Box
608. Jackson Hole, WY 83001.

Mit troi chiéu thang qua ctra kinh vi dai vao phong tranh
lam néng ngdt ngudi. Chung tdi ra ngoai vudn hoa va ding
canh khém lidu ra nghiéng chiéu gi6 mat. Rang Nui Teton
1ong 1ay dudi nang chiéu. Nhitng dam thong chay bdc 1én tir
chan nai goi nhé canh khoi lam mién thuong du qué nha.
Canh chiéu thon ban nao ciing mang mot vé budn ¢o lidu, man
mac nhu trong ban nhac “Nuong Chiéu” cia Pham Duy:

Chiéu oi, mdi nha san the khéi am u

Cé nang vé dé suoi twong tu, oi chiéu!

Chiéu oi! Biét chiéu nao con ditng trén nuong,

Phé phwong nhiéu chiéu vang qué hwong, oi chiéu!
Chiéu oi! Chiéu oi! Chiéu oi!

Canh ddng c6 bao la ngap nudc, 16ng lanh anh chiéu vang
trai dai ra tan HO Jackson. Chung toi ddi mat tim méi ciing
khong thdy mot con di tht ndo con dn c6 mudn. Gid dua voi
mai toc va cai xiém dai rdng cua tdéi. Robert chyup cho Ngoc
Dung mét tAm hinh trong canh hoang hon thim. Mdi lan nghi
hay viét toi ba chir sau cing nay toi lai lién tuong téi tén
trudng nir ciia nha tho Hoang Anh Tuan 1a Hoang Hén Thim,
rat dep va tho mong y.

Sau mot vong bach bo, ching toi vao phong an. Hoi chiéu
c6 hudng dan Judy da gilr trudc ban cho chung toi véi cap
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Florida va cip Rhode Island. Sandra phai day xe ldn cho Cy
t&i. Phong an rat rong dugc goi 1a Mural Room vi ¢6 birc tranh
lich st vi dai ba‘“mg ca buc tuong, cua hoa si Carl Roters vé
phong canh hoang di mién ring ntii Wyoming, 1éu vai tho so,
thd dan Da D6 quén 4o da, toc bim khi ngudi da trang méi t6i
day khai khan va 1ap nghiép.

Ning hay con day trong phong du ctra kinh cao va dai 100
bd c6 manh budng thap. Nhiéu ngudi an mic gian di. Nhiéu
ngudi phuc sic trinh trong hon. Hai cip ban dong hanh co vé
coi md, tim dau y hop voi chiing t6i. Sau khi goi thirc an, va
rugu, Sandra mau man dé nghi:

“T6i mai chiing ta phai tu giit chd dn 14y. Toi dé nghi minh
giir chd ngay tir bdy gio. Quy vi nghi sao?”

“Y kién hay!” Moi nguoi cung tra 101 va dong y gilr ban
6 gid rudi. Sandra di ra quay tiép khach ghi tén bita toi mai
cho ba cap.

Bong dung co6 tiéng vd tay ran ca phong an. Thi ra, manh
manh ctra s6 dugc kéo Ién dé thuc khach chiém ngudng canh
mat troi dang xudng dan sau Rang Nui Teton bén phuong
doai. Ching toi khong ngdi bén cira sb ciing nhin thay mat
trdi nhu mam son dang tir tir 13n sau nhitng bd nguc nhip nho
dudi lan 4o nhung lam dan din xAm tim cta rimg nai. Vi t6i
sau cung, Sandra va Cy phai ngdi quay lung lai canh hoang
hon. Ba ta noi dua:

“Chiéu mai dén luot chung t6i dugc ngdi d6i dién mat troi
lan day nhé.”

“L& dinhién,” t6i cuoi ha hé. “Nhung trude khi dugc xem
madt troi [an cling phai chiu nang Xién vao mit rat lau ddy nhé!”

Céanh hoang hon ryc tham d 1am toi cam thiy no va hanh
phiic. Thirc an tré nén thira thii, chan ngan. Hinh nhu tt ca
sau nguoi chiing t6i déu c6 cam twong nhur vay. Nhung khong
an thi 1at nira d6i, nén phai an thoi. Chuyén du lich kha dt
tién vi du khach phai tra ‘nhing bira an 16n ¢ nha hang sang la
diéu chung t6i khong thay can thiét cho 24 bita lién.

Chung t6i dugc biét sang mai cip Florida s& di thuyén cao
su trén Song Snake nhu chiing t6i. Cap Rhode Island sé& chi
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di tAu trén ho Jackson vi truong hop dau lung cua Cy. Luc
dau t6i khong mudn di séng ma chi dinh di hd vi nghi dén canh
nguoi ta di Song Colorado trong ving Grand Canyon, Arizona
trén nhitng giong soéng thac 1di, song ghénh ma t6i di timg
xem trén man anh. Luc sau, t6i hoi may cip gia lu khu khac
thi duge biét cac cu déu di ca. Ngudi ta ¢ phao cho du khach
mang, va giong song mua nay nudc thap, khong chay xiét, nén
t61 yén tam hon. Va lai, ong xa to1 rat hién ngang, nhit dinh
doi di. T6i cling mudn ném mui phiéu luu mao hiém xem sao.

Sau bita an, Sandra day Cy ngoixe lan vé phong. Tbi nay
t6i mang theo cai 40 khoac am dé di dao trén 16i mon ven dong
co dai, nhung cap Florida va chung t6i vira ra ngoai dugc vai
budc xa tam dén khach san chiéu sang thi chang con nhin thay
16i di tdi den nhu myc. Chung t6i danh quay lai di xuyén qua
khach san va men theo hang hién c6 dén ti mu vé phong.
Trong dém tring mudn, ving vang co tiéng cho séi tru hu tir
trong ring vong lai. Toi nghi dén con ché séi trong truyén Co
Bé Quang Khin Pé. Ché lang thang, tho than, cho soi dam
vo lam a!

THU BAY, NGAY 16 THANG 9, NAM 2000 - Chiing
t6i day rat sém va sang phong an sang khi mit troi chua 1én
dubi manh tring mo nhat trén ngon cdy. Ving vang van co
tiéng cho s6i tru ht man rg.

Chung t6i dang ding cho t6i luot duoc xép chd ngdi thi
hai phu nit ngudi Anh cung trong doan du lich, mét rat map,
mot rat 6m dén dang sau va t6 ¥ mudn ngdi chung ban vai
chung t6i dé khoi phai chd doi 1au hon, nhur chiing toi da thyc
hanh véi hai phu ntt Anh khac tai Old Faithful Lodge. Ching
t6i an sang voi vang dé con thoi gio sang thung liing bén kia
quan tro xem thi€n nga va cac da tha khac trude khi lén xe ra
song di thuyén cao su.

Trén dudng ra ho thién nga, chung toi ghé vao mot chudng
ngua bén dudng. Hang chuc con ngya cao 16n, da nau bong
mudt dang dugce stra soan chd du khach di tham tha trong
ving.  Chung t6i mang gidy dic biét di bo va leo tréo
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nénvuot qua rat dé dang 16i di 16m chom soi da, doi déc gap
ghénh. Cay c6 con dong swong dém. Udc gi ching toi cd
nhiéu thoi gio hon dé tan hudng khong khi trong lanh budi
som ngoai thung liing hoang da chay sdu vao vung nii tim
swong lam md ao. HO thién nga trong thi gan nhung duong di
quanh co phai mat it nhat 45 phut di, vé. Chung t6i chi con
c6 nira gio' dé ra xe, nén danh dung dng nhom xem thién nga
boi 161 xa xa dudi anh ban mai ruc ro.

Cip vo chong Oklahoma, xudng thung liing trudc ching
to1, nhung cling chi di xa hon mdt chut va quay tr¢ lai. Khi
ho 1én téi dudng cao, ching t6i nghe tiéng ho réo goi 1én. Thi
ra ho mudn chi cho chung t6i mot con moose (loai huou 16n
nhu con bo, vanh tai to ndm bay nhanh) dang tién lai dang sau
chung t6i. Mot nir nhiép anh vién 16 do tién lai sau bui ciy ma
con moose dang an 1. Tdi leo 1én mot mo dat cao nho ra dang
sau con moose. Toi vdy Robert dem may hinh dén. Nhung
chung t6i chi nhin thdy dudi moose. Tbi bat dau tru miéng goi
“moosel... moose!... moose!...” nhu goi chd. Moose chiang
thém ngoanh lai. Téi lai vd tay dén moi rat. Moose van binh
than ngoam c6. Hé! To6i nghi tham, tai sao con moose nay lai
di an manh nhi. Chéc 1a con duc. Chi con céi thi thuong di
vGi bé con. Thé roi t6i lai vira vo tay dom ddp vira tru miéng
1én goi: “Mu-so!... Mu-so!... Mu-so!...” Qua nhién hai, ba lan
nhu thé moose quay lai nhin thang 1én phia toi ding.

“Cai giéng hai chan kia sao ma ky cuc,” “moose” nhu c6
¥ buc boi canh cao tdi: “Mat miii trang nhot, Toc tai bu xu.
Nguoi ngom nho thd. Tru tréo nhu dién. Ciing mubn dn dot
14, co non cua ta ha? Liéu chung, dung c6 lai gﬁn ma ta cho
mAy huc a!”

“Con 1au,” t6i cudi tham ngam bao “moose”: “Nguoi co
thé chay nhanh hon ta nhung sttc miy ma nguoi nhay 1én duoc
cai bo cao dén mot ting nha ma ta dang dting nay. Vi cai
than hinh nhe nhu 16ng hdng, ta c6 thé co gid chay nhu bay.
D6 nguoi dudi kip d6. Ta chi ¢6 hai chan nhung théng minh
hon nguoi 1a cai chic!”
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Robert dimg vai bude xa sau toi va chup hinh lién tiép.
Moose ludm toi mét cai doa nat rodi quay di tiép tuc bita an
sang cua no.

“That’s not good idea to stand close to it.” Co6 du khach
no6i vay. Ho nghi ring moose c6 thé tan cong vi toi dimg gan
n6 va mic 4o khoac mau d6 nhu cai khin ddu bo ring méi
nguy hiém chi!

Robert va Ngoc Dung trén mién Non Nudc P4 Vang
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Du sao thi chiing t6i ciing c6 bang ching di nhin thay
moose va chup hinh véi n6. Sau do, cap Oklahoma dan do
ching t6i gtri hinh moose cho ho, vi luc d6 ho khong dem
theo may anh. (Khi trd vé Virginia, chiing toi dd giri cho cip
Oklahoma mot tAm hinh ho dimg dang xa bén ho thién nga
va mot tAm t61 dang v tay goi moose khi né dang trimg mat
nhin t6i.)

Chung toi vé toi khach san vura ding gio 1én xe di song.
C6 ba xe, mdi xe c6 mot tai x&, mot ngudi chéo thuyén va 12
khach du lich. Nhom cua ching t6i ¢6 6 cdp: 2 cdp nguoi
Anh, 2 cdp anh em Louisiana véi cdp Florida va chiang toi.
Thuyén cao su dugc kéo sau xe van.

T&i mot bén phia nam bo Snake River, chiing toi dugc mac
40 phao va din do dé lai cac xach tay nang trong xe. Tai xé
s¢ gap lai chung t61 & bén ma thuyén s& ngimg. Ong ta phai
thét chat 4o phao cho t6i, dé 15 ¢o tai nan, nguoi ta moc vao
phao vt toi 1€n, t6i khong tudt ra khoi phao vi céi than hinh
nho bé.

Thoi tiét chiéu nguoi. Troi ning dep 6ng a. Khong khi
hanh lanh budi sang som lam khoe khoan tinh than, thé xac.
Cai 40 phao ciing khong 1am néng. MObi bén ba cip ngoi.
Nguoi chéo thuyén dlﬁ:ng gitta. Tim to1 phap phong lo sg.
Nhung 6ng ta cho biét giong séng rat ém dém, c6 chd chi nong
mot bd. Chd sdu nhat do 6 hay 7 b9, chi ngap dau ngudi cao
16n théi. Ngudi chéo thuyén khoang ngoai 40, than thé lyc si
cuong trang, toc bénh béng, deo kinh ram mau den, dep nhu tai
tir movie Kevin Kline khi con tré. Sau khi yéu cau du khach ty
gi6i thidu tén va noi &, ngudi chéo thuyén ciing cho biét tén ong
ta 1a Steve, giam ddc mot tiém ban quan 4o va dd dung thé thao
ngoai troi ¢ Indiana. Mdi ky he, ong ta t&i day vira lam viéc
kiém tién vira huong thu ngao du séng hd ndi non ciia ving
Teton. Anh chang Steve néi huych toet ra rang han ly di, khong
con, dang di kiém vo giau dé nudi han song véi thién nhién nhu
hién tai. Trua nay hén c6 hen véi hai phu nit, mot bac s va mot
lut su, ban ctia nhau. (Du khach chung t6i nhat dinh khong 1a
db6i tugng cua hén). Chiéu nay, hén lai c6 mot chuyén cheo
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thuyén khéc sau bira trua, tir khach san. Steve ciing khoe rang,
nam 1995, anh chang duoc chon chéo thuyén cao su trén giong
song nay cho Tong Thong Clinton véi Dé Nhat Phu Nhan
Hillary va Tiéu Thu Chelsea cing miy vé si cia ho. Tuy khong
phai tour guide chuyén nghiép nhung Steve cling ¢6 tai an noi
huyén thuyén nhu may 6ng ba tho hdt toc.

Con Song Snake c6 48 dam phong canh dep chay doc theo
Réng Teton va phan chiéu nhiing bg nguc “nti cta”, ki€u sa
phoi tran trong nang. Nudc séng trong veo tréng rd soi da
nhan nhui, da mau trong 1ong séng néng nhin thiy day. Hai
bén bo, rimg théng xanh ngat. Co 18 du khach nao dugc thy
canh dep thién nhién nay ciing déu mudn lam nhiép anh vién,
hoa si, thi si. C6 nhitng trién ntii con déng bing ma nhiéu nhat
la n0i mang tén nha danh hoa Thomas Moran.

Steve ké, c6 mot 1an han tréo bé hoi tai 1én dinh nui d6 de
chi dugc nghi ¢d vai gio trong gio lanh cat da, sé thit, i lai leo
xuong va nghi ring han may man di song sét. Nhung bay gio
néu co6 dip, hén lai mudn duogc leo 18n nita, nhu cc ba dau dé
thé khong bao gid dé nita nhung ba thang sau lai c6 bau.

Thinh thoang thuyén di qua mot chd nudc xody vi co da
ngam hay giong song bi ngin 1am hai nhanh béi mot cu lao
nhd. Anh chang lai chéo phdi nging céu chuyén dé cha y vao
viéc diéu khién chiéc thuyén tranh dung nhitng canh cay d6
hay da nhon.

“Cai nguy hiém 1a nhitng chd d6,” Steve lai n6i. “Chung
t6i duoc luyén tap chéo thuyén trén con song ndy 5, 7 1an trudc
khi cAm tinh mang du khach trong tay. Sau mua h¢, nuéc séng
da can nhiéu nén quy vi khong nhin thay sy nguy hiém 1am.
Nhung vao khoang thang 5, thang 6 khi tuyét moi tan, nudc
song cao, cudn cudn chay nhu thac lil v&i du cac thir cay, go,
stic vt chét trong mua déng. Néu nguoi khong cing tay cheo,
khong ¢6 kinh nghiém va thu¢c giong song la chét nhu choi.
Cach nay mAy nim, t6i da phai nhdy xubng song trong nudc
lanh dau mua xuan dé vét nhitng nguoi trén mot cai thuyén bi
l1at. Mot cdu sinh vién da dem ca gia dinh cha me anh em t61
day va chéo thuyén cho ho lan dau tién trén song nay. Ciu ta
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dé thuyén ddm vao mot than cay do ngang ra tir mot cu lao.
Thuyén bi 1at va thung. Tét ca ngudi trén thuyén ngd nhao
xudng séng. Rat may, thuyén t6i va mot thuyén nita chot di
té1 curu, khong ai bi thiét mang.”

T6i cam thiy yén long hon khi thdy nhiéu chd nudc séng
chay nhanh nhung thang giong, nguoi lai thuyén dugc nghi
tay cheo. Toi cling mung cho 6ng ta khong phai chéo nguoc
giong song tro lai bén khoi hanh trong khi 12 ngudi ngdi thoai
mai ngam nhin phong canh hiru tinh.

Thuyén di qua mét cu lao ¢ vai nhiép anh vién véi d6
nghé niang né to 16n trén vai hay trén ciy ba cang dung may
anh chyp canh séng nudc va Rang Teton. T6i da dugc xem
nhitng tam hinh chup canh dep mé hon nay. Co 18 tac gia cta
ching cling phai vat va, mat cong 14m méi dat duoc nhirng tac
pham xung dang nghé thuat ay.

Ngoi trén con thuyén luét nhe trén giong séng ém dém, du
khach cling dugc nhin théy nhirng con chim 0, bd nong, dai
bang (dau hiéu ciia qudc gia Hoa Ky). Nhitng con hai ly, beaver
khong xuat hién, nhung chung t6i trong thiy ddu vét ciia chiing
dé lai trén nhiéu than cdy bi gdm gan dat. Cach ddy hai nam,
vuon hoa anh dao Hoa Thinh Dén da bi méy anh chi chdn nuéc
luén lac tir rimg vé va chiéu c6. Nhiéu gbc cay bi gam nhim
gy d6. Saucung nguoi ta bay dugc va dem ching tha veé rumg.
C6 loai 40 16ng 1am bang da ctia ca tram con chén nudc. Vi thé
Hoi Bao Vé Da Thu di va dang tiép tuc bao vé ching bang cach
phan ddi k¥ nghé may 4o 16ng va nhiing ngudi mic 4o 16ng.
Céc con t6i ¢6 1an can din ba me chung: “Néu me mic 4o 1ong
ra ngoai, gap nhém ngudi ndo la 6 thi ctr ling lang ma di. Pung
cdi co v6i ho, dé tranh gip phién nhiéu!”

Mot gio rudi sau khi khoi hanh, thuyén cip bén vio
khoang 11 gio. Cac du khach déu dong ¥ ho da c6 mot chuyén
di thuyén cao su rat nhe nhang, thoai mai. Chung tbi vui mirng
duoc 1én xe chir khong phai di thuyén nguoc lai giong song vé
khach san. Tuy ring chuyén di thuyen nay dugc ké trong
Tauck tour, du khach khong phai tra tién thém hay thu lao cho
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tai x& va ngudi chéo thuyén, nhung ching t6i cung nhiéu
ngudi khac van kin dao dé tién vao long ban tay ho.

V& t&i khach san, viéc dau tién chung t6i nhin lai chuong
trinh du thuyén trén Hd Jackson budi chiéu. Thiy gio khoi
hanh 1a 1 gio 30, chung t6i mua vé 1di vao caferia an voi cai
hamburger va dem nudc theo ra trude khach san doi xe buyt.
12 gi¢ 45 chung t6i lai 1én xe di Jackson Lake. Sau 15 phut
cho trén bén, chiing t6i 1én tau nho, du ngoan hd. Ciing may,
tau c6 ghé ngdi dua lung d& phai ding moi chan va c6 mai
che. Chung toi déu mang kleng ram, khong bi loa mat vi anh
nang choi chang phan chiéu tir mat ho.

H6 Jackson nho hon HO Yellowstone nhiéu, nhung trong
tam mat t6i, H6 Jackson van ménh mong bat ngat. Hinh nhu
tat ca bang tuyét ¢ trén nui khi tan déu chay xubng ho vi hd
nam ngay dudi chan nti va nhu tim guong vi dai soi nguoc
bong Riang Nui Teton chuyén mau theo anh sing mat troi.
DPay d6 mot vai bong thuyén budm 1o ling, hai ba chiéc tau
may chay tir tir hay nging gitta trdi nuéc binh yén, phang ling.
Cai tha du lich sau mua hé 1 khong gip canh tip nap trén bén
dudi thuyén.

Tau di xudng hudng nam, doc theo bo phia dong, vong qua
Elk Island ¢ giira hd va sang bd phia tay, chay doc theo chan
Nui Teton. Du khach duwoc mot nit kiém 1am tré tudi di theo
giai thich dia du, dia chat Hd Jackson va Réang Teton. Co ta
nguyén la gido su dia chit hoc. Nhung ngan nghé gd nhiing cai
dau tré buéng binh ¢ nha trudng, 6 thich canh thién nhién hon
nén da dén 1am viéc cho Nha Kiém Lam Teton National Park.

Theo cac nha dia chét hoc, to tién Teton c6 tir 60 tGi 70
triéu ndm. Nhung Rang Nui Teton con tre 13m, méi ¢ 9 triéu
tudi théi. Vi da di chuyén va rung dong cua trai dat, thung
lling vung Jackson Hole nay s& dan dan thut Xuong va Rang
Ni Teton sé& tiép tuc nhd 1én cao hon. So véi chiéu dai mot
doi nguoi thi nghia 1y gi dau! Pén doi nao con chau minh méi
thiy Teton cao nhu Hymalaya?
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Con tau chay rat sat chan Nui Teton. Du khéach lo au nhin
nhirg dam chdy bing bing lira trén trién nai. Nhung ngudi
nir vién kiém 1am d3 trén an ching toi:

“Do 1a dinh luat thién nhién. Nui hoang chi c6 da thua ¢,
loai nguoi chang di toi 1am gi chi trir may ngudi leo nui choi.
Nhirng cay gia bi chay, chét dilam phan bon nudi cay con moc
lén. Mua va tuyét xudng s& dap tit ngon lra. Mua tuyét tir
thang 11 dén thang tu. Dudi thung liing tuyét cao tir 5 t6i 7
bo. Trén nui, tuyét cao tir 10 dén 15 bd. Thién nhién xép dat
tat cd.”

Chuyén di tau lau chimg mot gio 30 phat. Ching t6i vé
t61 bén vao khoang 3 gio. Trong khi cho doi xe buyt toi don,
t6i vao tiém ban do ky niém va mua dugc vai tam hinh H)
Jackson va Nii Teton ma t6i nghi rang anh chyp ctia ching t6i
khong thé nao dep dugc nhu thé.

Vé dén cottage, chung t6i 13n ra nga nhu chét, khi tinh day
d3 6 gio chiéu. Ching toi voi vang phuc sirc nhanh chong dé
di ra ngdm nang chiéu hon trén nguc cic kiéu nir Teton. Ngoai
chung t0i1, con nhiéu quan khach an mac lich sy vira tham du
budi ban d4u gia tranh trong phong trién 13m ciing dang tan bo
hay ngdi udng nudc trong vudn hoa phia sau khach san.

Gi6 thom mat 16ng bay toc 40. Tam mat khong bi vuéng
mot chudng ngai vat nao trude rang nui chay ngang trude mat.
Pong co thénh thang dudi ning vang. Mat ho 1ap loang nhu
vang long chay. Nhiing dam chay hinh nhu bdc 1én cao hon
trén trién ndi, nhung trong khong con dang so nita. Trai lai,
nhimmg cudn khoi t6 diém cho rang nui thém phan nén tho,
huyén 40. Mot hoa si dang vé& canh 4y trén birc tranh nho bang
kho gidy hoc tro. Nhitng dam khoi nhu lua bay mém mai trén
tranh. Nhiéu hoa si thu nhanh phong canh viao mét birc tranh
nho nhu thé réi tir 46 dem vé xudng hoa, vé lai thanh mot hay
nhiéu tranh 16n khac nhau. Mot 1an nita t6i lai nghi tham:
“Néu c6 son co ngay luc nay minh ciing ¢ thé vé& duoc nhu
v@y.” Tuy nhién, d6 chi la nhitng ¥ nghi thoang qua, t61 con
nhiéu du dinh, khéng 6m dém lam nhiéu viéc dugc. Xin
nhuong ngon veé cho cac quy vi hoa s tai nang khac!



92 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Grand Teton Xuan, Ha, Thu, Pong.
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Khi Robert va t61 vao ban an, cép Florida cing vura toi.
Chung to6i ng01 quay lung lai cira s6 nhuong chd khac cho hai
cap kia ngdm hoang hon chleu nay. Mot luc lau sau, Sandra
di mot minh vao ban va néi rang Cy, chong ba khong an chung
vo1 moi nguoi duge. Ba da goi thirc an va vira dem vé phong
cho ong.

“Thé 6ng ay ciing khong dung xe lan duge u?” to1 hoi.

“Co,” Sandra ghé tai t61 n6i nho va tiép, “Ong 4y uong
thubc cho d& dau lung thi lai cir di t1eu hoai. Ma di phong tiéu
thi phai ra phia ngoai va xudng tan ting dudi day.”

“T6i nghiép Cy!” i chi biét tha dai.

Simon muén 1am cho Sandra vui, 6ng goi rugu cho ba ta

uéng. Khong biét trong long Sandra c6 budn phién khong
nhung ba ta van trang diém sang lang, noi cudi vui vé. Sandra
ké rang v chong ba co di tau trén Ho Jackson sang nay va
dém dugc 27 dam chay trén nai. Ba tiép:

“Sang nay trudc khi di tiu, t6i mot minh di ra ho thién nga
va chup dugc rat nhiéu hinh ching. Tbi trong thy hai con
moose nira.”

“Chiing t6i chi trong thdy mot con rit gan va Zung vo tay
goi n6 quay lai,” Robert ngit 16i Sandra.

“Toéi goi chung Mu-sy, Mu-sy ching ciing quay lai,”
Sandra khoe. Téi vui mung tiép 10i:

“To1 goi nd, Mu-so, Mu-so. C¢6 1€ nghe ra tén, nd6 méi
quay lai nhin t6i.”

“Pung thé, chiing biét tén chung 1a Moose!”

Chung t6i déu cudi vang nhu trong phong an khéng c6 ai.
Hon nira tudi doi, dugc dip di choi giita thién nhién, con ngudi
khoé khodn, 1anh manh ra va bdng cam thiy yéu doi, tré lai.
Quay sang cap Florida, Sandra héi:

“Thé hai ong ba co6 di xem thién nga sang nay khong?”

“Chung toi di dén nira duong thi quay lai vi duong day
nhtrng phan ngua,” Dellas tra 101.

Chung t6i lai dugc dip cuoi nita. Tuy nhién, Robert cling
khong quén hoi cip Florida vé tinh hinh giéng bdo noi ho 6.

“Baio d4 thdi qua Florida va khong thiét hai gi,” Simon dap.
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“Vay thi 6ng khong lo di choi lau nhi?”

“Néu c6 thé to6i van mudn vé ngay sang mai.’

May qua! Ong xa t6i khong kéu ca, than thd gi. Hinh nhu
to1 vui dau thi chang murng d6. (Thank you, my dear!)

CHU NHAT 17 THANG 9, NAM 2000 - Sang nay ching
t61 phai dé dong hd bao thirc luc 5 gio, khi 1én phong an troi
con t6i. Nhiéu nguoi trong doan du lich cia chung t6i da co
mit & ddy. Hom nay xe buyt s&€ khoi hanh 7:45 di Salt Lake
City, chang duong cudi cing ctia chuyén di. Hanh Iy phai dé
san sang bén trong ctra trudc 6:45. Sau bita sang dan bung véi
cereal, banh mi nudng va ca phé, chung to6i dinh ra ngoai
thung liing tir biét Rang Nuai Teton. Trdi 1am tim mura, lan
dau tién trong cudc hanh trinh. Téi rdo nhanh budc vé phong.
Hanh 1y di duogc mang ra buyt réi. Con nira gio nita ngdi 1am
gi trong phong? Toi chay ra xe dau cach phong t6i khong xa.
May qua, va-li cia t6i chua duoc chit 1én xe, toi mé voi 1y
hai cay dil nho va kéo tay Robert, di nhu chay 1én doi.

Grand Teton chim trong swong mu. Nhimg bd nguc my
nhan con dang say gidic mong diép, thip thoang trong man
khoi swong mo 40. May troi xam duc. Ho Jackson boc hoi
4m. Mua gi6 ao ao, hét w6t mat. Chuing t6i di 1én tan dinh ddi
nhin xubng thung ling d5i mét kiém xem c6 huou nai ra udng
nuée hay an co khong? Nhung tuyét nhién chang nhin thiy
con nao ra gdi mua nhu chung t6i. Bong anh lira trong dam
khéi 16n nhit chay bung 1én. C6 vai du khach la hét hoang.
Nhung v6i con mua nay va nhiing ngay tuyét roi sip t6i, lta
khong thé lan di xa va khong thé dét duoc ca rang nti da da
ding virng 9 tri¢u nam. Vung nay tu do6 téi nay cling chua co
dong dat hay nui ltra phun. Pia thé ctia né chac chan s& khong
thay d6i trong vai nam.

Trong long t6i vang 1én 101 tir biét, hen ho: “Chao cac
nguoi dep Teton! Ta s€ trd lai!”

Dung 7 gio 45 phat xe buyt roi khach san Grand Teton va
di doc theo Snake River xudng phia Nam. Troi mua lua thua.
Ring Teton bénh bong trong swong mil. Bong mit trdi loé 1én
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tir ring N0i phuong dong, 1am thanh mot cau vong ngil sic
moc tir mat HO Jackson bdc hoi va bic qua rang ndi, danh thirc
cac Kiéu Nit Teton. Du khéch lai reo 1én nhu 1ii con nit. Mot
dam may den khong 16 nhu phi thuyén khong gian bay ngang
that thap qua thung liing nhu sap c6 gibng to bado lon. Trong
khi d6 rang ndi hai bén ruc rd tia ning ban mai. C6 1& & trong
mot ving bao la tam mat nguoi ta moi bat gap canh ning quai
ban mai la lung nay. Nhung r0i my tan, mua tanh. Chiing
t6i di xa dan giong Séng Ran, lai qua Ngon Do6i Tu Truong
Da D6 Bung By va Tinh Jackson véi cong vién c¢6 bén mai
cong duoc két bang stng huou.

Chung t61 du dinh mgt ngay khong xa s€ bay to1 phi truong
Jackson, rdi tir d6 s& thué xe va 1ai di Grand Teton National
Park, muén cottage (nha gd nho) ¢ ndm hay bay hém, tham
thi hét moi noi trong ving. Sau d6 di Yellowstone cach 57
dim vé phia Bic. Hodc bay téi Phi Truong Cody rdi di
Yellowstone Park cach 52 dam vé phia Nam va phai ¢ trong
vung sudi nudc néng va hd ém ling it nhat 1a mot tudn tring
dé duoc séng gﬁn voi thién nhién huyén do, tuy¢t voi. Poan
duong nay twong d6i di d& dang hon tir phia Bic Yellowstone.

Ro1 Tinh Jackson, xe di qua nhiing trang trai chdn nuoi
trau bo voi canh dong co bat ngat. Co duogc git va chit dong
trén nhitng nha kho hinh tron va cao dé stic vat khong ty tién
dén béi an. Snake River vin ngoan ngoéo chay dudi chan cau
xe chay qua, va xuyén vung rimg nii Targhee National Park.
Séc thu di chém diém noi ddy. Ngoai thong van nién thanh
ngan nam xanh ri, nhiing cdy phong (Birch), cdy s6i (Oaks),
cay bach duong (Cottonwood), hoan diép liéu (Aspen)... da
d6i mau vang nhat hay vang twoi. Con 5 ngay nita, 21 thang
9 méi thuce su vao thu.

Qua Alpine Town, xe di ngang Séng Rén 1an cudi cung
va len 16i giita nhiing vach d4, vuc thim hiém tro, khe thac
cheo leo. Mua xubéng mit ming, rirmg nili Am u cang ting thém
vé bi an ctia Snake River Canyon. Puong di xudng thap dan
va di vao Five Star Valley, ving thung liing rong 16n cudi cung
ctia Tiéu Bang Wyoming ma ngudi Mormons di dén dinh cu
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tir gitra thé ky 19. Xe di qua dudi mot cong chao dwoc 1am
bang 3500 cai sing huwou cua tinh Afton. Trudc khi roi
Wyoming, c¢6 huéng dan Judy doc mot bai tho ma tac gia 1a
mot ¢d chin bo ving nay. Téi chi nhd duoc cau cubi cing:
Wyoming, God beloved land!

Geneva la tinh dau tién ctia Idaho ching t6i di toi sau khi
tor biét Wyoming, mat tiéu bang da dé lai bao ky niém kho
quén trong chuyén du lich ctia chiing t6i. Xe ngimng lai & mot
nha hang trudc day 1a nha tho Pao Co Pdc (Mormon), trong
Tinh Montpellier. A, céi tén Geneva, Montpellier nghe c6 vé
Thuy Si va Phap ghé!

Idaho 1a tiéu bang ndi tiéng vé khoai tdy. Nén du khach
héao htre cho doi duoc an khoai @t 10. Nhung thir khoai chiing
t6i dugc an 1a thir khoai tay trang, bo bot, nhat nhdo. Khong
phai 1a thtr khoai vang nhu bo, vira déo vira dam ngot ma toi
thich va van thuong chon mua & chg. Tuy nhién, ching t6i dn
bira trra mot cach ngon lanh vi troi mat va bung doi.

Roi Tinh Montpellier, chiing t6i qua cac tinh ¢ tén Au
Chau khac nhu, Paris, St. Charles toa lac trén binh nguyén
canh nong trong trot bat ngat. C6 Judy cho chung t6i biét rang
Tinh Paris cua Idaho khong mang tén kinh d6 nudc Phap ma
mang tén ho Paris cia ngudi thanh 14p ra nhém Mormons dau
tién tai day. Ong Paris ¢6 sau vo va 51 nguoi con. C6 18 thud
Xua nguoi ta can nhleu vo, sinh nhiéu con dé quay quan cho
vui, dé t0 ra c6 uy quyén, dé banh truéng ton gido, thanh lap
lang riéng voi nhiéu chan tay, stc manh bao vé ho?

Tinh St. Charles 1 noi sinh ctia danh hoa si diéu khic gia
Gutzon Borglum, ngudi dd hoan tit cong trinh d&o tac bén
khuon mit ctia bdn vi tong théng Hoa Ky trén Nui Rushmore:
Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt va Lincoln.

Bit dau vao Tinh St. Charles, Bear Lake hién ra bén tay
trai, ménh mong mau xanh lam ngoc va trai rong td1 rang nai
mau tim hong xa xa. Bear Lake & giita ranh gi6i Idaho va
Utah, ¢ chiéu dai 20 dam, chiéu rong 8 dam. Chung t6i di
rat 1au doc theo bo hd.
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Dén Garden City 14 sang toi Tiéu Bang Utah, thd ngi cua
ngudi Da Do ¢6 nghia 1a ¢ chd cao trén ngon niii. Xe ré tay
mat leo may vong tron 6¢ quanh ngon nui cling mang tén Bear
Lake, chiing t6i van nhin thay mat hd sang loang nhu guong
dud6i anh mat troi. Thua thot nhitng nha cira bang gd nho nho
xinh xinh, tréng nhu nhitng chudng chim 16n an minh trong
rung cdy. Puong vao cac nha trai da ram don so. Doi song
6 vé xa voi thé gidi van minh.

Sau do, xe vao vung Logan Canyon. Song Logan chay
xiét dudi vuce sdu. Vach da dung ngugc trong nhu nhitng thap
nhon nha thd chen chic canh nhau hay nhing dén dai, nhimg
brc tudong thanh d sd, kién cb thoi La Ma, cai nay noi tiép

céi kia, du khach nhin khéng chan mit.

Pén Thanh Phé Logan, chung t6i duoc nging lai trude
cua Logan Temple, Church of Jesus Christ of Later-Day
Saints. Ngudi Mormons mudn duge goi nha tho cua ho nhu
thé hon 1a Mormon Church. Nha thd dong, ching t6i chi dugc
dung & bén ngoai nhin nha thd ¢o kién trac Gothic véi nhiéu
thap nhon, dugc xay tir ndm 1884 va 1a cong trinh tuyét xao
dau tién cua ngudi Mormons khi méi dén ving Utah. Hinh
nhu ai ndy déu moi mét chiang thiét xudng xe va chup hinh.
Du khach cho doi dugc nhin thiy Great Salt Lake va Salt Lake
City. Tuy nhién, khi xe ddu lai 6 mot tiém McDonal thi ai nay
déu vui ming xudng tay tran, mua kem, nu6e ngot, milk-shake
hay ca phé. Ciing nén néi, sudt hanh trinh vira qua, khong co
du khach nao ding dén cai phong “xa xui” ¢ cudi xe buyt ca.
C6 mot 1an t6i dung nd dé thay cai 40 mong va mat hon.
Phong rét sach s& thom tho.

20 phut sau, chung t6i1 1én xe di vao Salt Lake City, thu do
ctia Tiéu Bang Utah va dugc ¢6 huéng dan Judy gioi thiéu vé
thanh phé nay. Nam 1847, Brigham Young, gido chu thi hai
ctia dao Mormon va gia dinh 6ng dén day dé chay tron sy tin
cong cua dan My khong cung ton gido. Theo nhu Dao
Mormon, sau khi Ptrc Chiia Jesus chét va sdng lai, ngai da
hién ra va di giang dao trén dat Hoa Ky. Mot ly do nira ma
nhitng nguoi dong chiing trong thoi gian khai khan dat hoang
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khong wra ngudi Mormons vi ho ¢6 tuc da thé. Ong Brigham
Young d3 chon ving Salt Lake City va dimg lai dé “lap qudc”.
Ong nght rang dat sa mac hoang vu kho can nay khong ai thém
tim dén tranh chap voi ho. Sau do, Brigham Young hudng
dan va diéu khién nhitng ngudi Mormons tdi trong trot mé
mang trang trai, xay dung nha tho, truong hoc. Téinam 1896,
sau khi bai bo tuc 1€ da thé va tuan theo luat lién bang mot vo,
mot chong, Utah trg thanh tiéu bang thir 45 cua Hiép Ching
Quéc Hoa Ky, véi Salt Lake City 1a tha do.

Xe buyt cua ching to1 chay vao dai 16 chinh cta thanh phd.
Khu k¥ nghé dong dan cu nhat nam trén trién nai Wasatch
phia dong va phia tdy Great Salt Lake. Nudc h6 man gap may
1an nudc bién. Khong loai sinh vat nao sdng dugc trong hd.
Theo cac nha dia chat hoc, nhidu trdm triéu nam trude kia,
Utah nam duéi day bién. Dén 100 triéu nim trudc day, nudc
rit dan thanh bun Iy va la dat séng ctia nhiéu loai khing long.
Khi bun lay khé can, khung long chét hét. Great Salt Lake 1a
hd nuéc min co dong lai tir thud do.

Xe ngig tai bén thuyén bén ho bat ngat sang 16a dudi dnh
mat trdi chéi chang. HO dai 90 dam va rong 30 dam. Gid hd
10ng 10ng nhung van khong xua dudi sirc nong mit trdi trong
vung Utah van dugc coi nhu sa mac kho can.

T6i hoi Robert, von sinh trudng & Chicago:

“Great Salt Lake c6 rong hon H6 Michigan cta anh
khong?”

“Khéng,” 6ng x4 toi tré moi dudi va tra 10i. “HO Michigan
16n dén do khong nhin duge bo bén kia va tréng nhu bién.”
Tuy vay, ching t6i phai chup hinh panorama, méi hy vong
thu canh ménh moéng nhu troi bién ctia Great Salt Lake. Noi
chung t61 dung, nhin sang hon Bao Antelope tro trui kho khan
nhung lai 13 giang son cta nhiéu da thii nhu huou, nai, tru,
bo, méo rung va nhiéu loai chim mudng. Hai au, loai chim
tiéu biéu cua Tiéu Bang Utah, bay 1én dau xudng trén bd hd
nuom nugp. So di hai au dugc chon la State Bird cua Utah vi,
vao nhitng nim dau tién dinh cu cta ngudi Mormons, mua
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mang ving Salt Lake City bi chau chiu tan pha gan hét. May
nhd c6 hang dan hai au bay tir dau téi mo an chau chéu t6i tip
mai ciru duge mua mang nha nong.

Nhiéu du khach Anh trong nhém du lich giit chd di du
thuyén vao ngay mot, ngdy ma chiing t6i va nhiéu nguoi khac
s& két thuc cudc hanh trinh 1én dudng vé qué.

Khi trd lai xe, ¢6 Judy phat cho du khach mdi ngudi mot
ban d6 Salt Lake City ma trung tdm 1a Temple Square, noi
Mormon Temple toa lac. Xe buyt dua du khach di quanh dé
cho chung t61 c6 khai niém phuong hudng cung vi tri dé chiéu
nay ¢ thé ty di tham tha vi khach san cua ching t61 chi do
mAay quing ngan t6i Temple Square. C6 Judy khong quén chi
cho ching t6i nhiitng nha hang, tiém an chung quanh khach
san. Tdi nay ching t6i phai tu tic.

Du khach dugc dua téi1 Hilton Salt Lake City Center,
khach san ma chang t61 & dém nay va dém mai. Phong ching
t61 trén 1au bay, nhin sang cao dc ciia mot cong ty thuong mai
nao do. Chung t61 kéo man cura sO va nga lung tim gidc ngi.
Vira chop mit thi c6 tiéng g ctra. Hanh ly dugc mang Ién.
T6i lai nhom day 13 ti, hong quan 4o dinh mic t6i nay 1én mic
cho thom tho va stra soan di ra ph.

Chung toi di 1én, di xudng vai con dudong vong quanh
Hilton Center. Nhiéu khach san, nha hang sang trong nhung
duong phd ciing nhu nhitng thanh phd khac, khong ¢ gi dic
biét dé xem. Chiing t61 1€ vao mdt tiém an dac bict dd bién,
c6 tén Market Grill. Trong ving Reston chung t6i ¢ Virginia
cling c6 nha hang nay trong khach san Hyatt Regency, nén yén
tri mén an phai ngon. Robert yéu cau duoc ngdi ¢ chd cdm
hat thudc. C6 tiép dai vién lich sy cho hay toan thé nha hang
khong c6 chd nao cAm hut thude ca. Nhung ho ¢c6 mdt nha
hang cung tén, ciing chil, cach d6 ba can va toan thé cAm hut
thudc. That 1a mung!

Vao dén nha hang Market Grill thir hai, ching toi thay hai
cap Lousiana dang ngdi an & mot goc. Ching t6i mim cudi
v6i ho. Tiép ddi vién hinh nhu toan Ia sinh vién tré an mic
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ddng phuc den tring, lich sy, 18 phép. Chung t6i di biét bung
da minh nhu thé nao nén Robert chi goi mot dia salad, toi goi
mén com vai d6 bién va rau nudng xién. Chung toi chia nhau
an chtr khong lai no @ hy, bd phi cuia troi.

Robert va Ngoc Dung bén Ho Great Salt Lake,
Salt Lake City.

Mot 14t sau cip vo chong Oklahoma City di vao va doi
ngdi xudng ban canh chung toi. Hai ong ba néi ho da dén tiém
nay cach ddy vai nim thé ma van vao 1am Market Grill bén
kia d¢é roi lai tro sang day. Ho cho chiing t6i biét, sing mai ho
khong theo doan du lich di tham Lang Olympic 2002 ma s€
thué xe di tham Trung Tam Phim Anh, do Pao Dién kiém Tai
Tt Robert Redford'® thanh 1ap. Ho d3 viéng thim noi d6

10[10] Robert Redford Ia tai tir ndi tiéng cua Hollywood trong nhiéu
phim nhu The Way We Were, The Sting, All the President ‘s Men...
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miy nam trude, nay mudn biét né tién trién dén dau. Co
nhirg ngudi trong tudi mén mo Robert Redford va phim anh
thé day.

Chung to1 an xong trude va cao tur cap Oklahoma di ra
dao pho Buobi thi, duong phd trong khu cong tu s& that vang
vé, budn nan. Mot diéu dic biét & cac nga tu, ngoai dén xanh,
deén do con co tiéng chim hot trén 16i di cho nguoi bo hanh
mu. Pén mot nga tu toi thur nham mét va doi tiéng chim hét
thi di qua dudng, nhung van in gian nam tay 6ng chong. Tuy
vay, t0i vin c¢6 cam tudng chdi voi mat thiang bang.

Moi mét va thay khong du sirc di t6i Temple Square, xem
dén chiéu ban dém, ching t6i trd lai khach san va 1én giudng
nam ngay thang cang, khong biét ai ngay trudc, ngay sau.

THU HAINGAY 18 THANG 9, NAM 2000 - Sang nay,
chung t6i dugc thong tha xubng phong an sang vi 9 gio méi
phai 1én xe buyt. Mot nit tiép dai vién ngudi A Pong lam toi
chu y. Ba ta nho nhin, gy go, vao khoang 50 tudi 1a nhiéu.
T6i n6i tham véi Robert:

“Nguoi dan ba nay c6 vé Viét Nam.”

“T6i trong ba ta c6 vé Phi Luat Tan thi ding hon,” chong
t0i noi.

T6i dinh hoi, nhung ba ta va nhimg ngudi don ban khac
déu rat ban. Tuy nhién, t6i ciing bét gap anh mat nguoi dan
ba nhin t6i nhur ¢6 cing mot ¥ nghi. Thé roi, vo chong chung
t61 phai v0i vang ra xe buyt. Hom nay la ngéy cubi ciing ciia
cudc hanh trinh, chiing t6i lai ngdi gan cudi xe, nhung & diy
ghé d6i dién vo1 ngay dau tién.

Dan s Salt Lake City vao khoang 200,000. 50% dan theo
dao Mormon. Nha 6ng tai xé Doc & trong thanh phd, nhung
ong khong phai 1a ngudi Mormons va khéng c6 vo. Chiéu
hoém qua 6ng chua c6 dip vé trang trai thim bon con ngua.

Chung t6i dugc dua téi toa nha Lap Phéap cua tiéu bang
Utah, toa lac trén khu dat cao, chung quanh la tham co xanh
mudt nhu nhung, vuon hoa muoén mau ryc rd. Toa nha dugc
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xdy bang d4 hoa cuong va hoan thanh nim 1916, trong rat
gidng tda nha Qubc Hoi Capitol, Thi D6 Hoa Thinh Pén.

Trén duong di Lang Thé Van Hoi Mua Pong 2002, cach
Salt Lake City 30 dam, chung t6i dung lai & Heritage State
Park. Noi dé c6 Dai Tuong Niém dia diém ngimng lai cta
nhitng ngudi Mormons dau tién dén day khai khan dat hoang,
sau mot chiang duong 1300 dim di bd gian nan, cuc kho.

Puong 1én nii quanh co, dap nudce 16n dudi sau, san golf
bat ngat, nha cira xay bang gd nhung trong rat tdi tan, sang
trong. Olympic Park nam trén Rang Nti Wasatch cao 7,310
bd. Chung toi dugc dua téi mot cai cau nhdy ciia nhitng nguoi
tranh tai Nordic Ski Jumping va dugc vao phong xem mot
phim giai thich vé du céc tro trugt tuyét khac nhu Bobsled,
Skeleton, Luge.

Bobsled 1a tro trugt bang ciia mot doi cung nhau tranh tai
va dleu khién mot doan xe truot bing moc vao nhau. Nguoi
ngdi toa du l4i xe va nhing nguoi ngdi toa sau cung uyén
chuyén theo cho doan xe lao xudng dwong hep bang da déc
cao, Ngoan ngoeo.

Nguoi tranh tai Skeleton, déy that manh cai sled rdi nam
xap xudng sled, dau hudng vé phia trudce, va lao xudng theo
duong bang da nhu Bobsled.

Nguoi tranh tai Luge nim vao céi sled co khung sat qua
dau, hai ban tay dé 4p hai bén héng, dung chan du01 thang va
diéu khién cho sled lao xudng ddc nui bing tuyet

Toan nhitng trd choi manh bao, nguy hiém, tn tién, can
strc khoé phi thuong. Choi nhitng trd ndy da kho, l1ay dugc huy
chuong cang khé hon 1am 1am vay. Nit huéng dan vién cua
Olympic Park yéu cau mot du khach nao d6 nam thir vao luge
sled. Cac ong gia, ba ca ndng né, cham chap, lic dau quéy quay.
T6i ngdi ngay hang ghé dau nén xung phong trinh dién. Nguoi
huéng dan ngac nhién thiy t6i nam xudng, ngdi day va ra khoi
luge sled rit gon gang, nhe nhang, khong dung dau vao khung
sit nhu nhiéu ngudi da timg thi luge sled trude day.

Sau khi da viéng tham Salt Lake Olympic Park nay, néu
khong dugc di du Thé Van Hoi vao muia déng 2002, chung toi
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cling s€ thu vi hon khi xem nhiing cudc tranh tai trugt bang,
trugt tuyet, nhao 1on cau nhay trén vo tuyén truyén hinh va
nhén ra nhiing dia di€ém da viéng tham.

Trén duong tré vé Salt Lake City, c6 hudng dan Judy, cin
dan du khach, khi viéng thim Mormon Temple, khong nén dé
tén va dia chi & lai nha tho. “Nguoi ta” s& theo dudi tén quy
vi mai. Mot sb du khach xuéng tai Temple Square. Chung t61
di thang vé khach san dé cat vai mon do ky niém ning ma toi
mua budi sang. Trén duong vé khach san, xe di qua Eagle
Gate, duoc dung 1én nam 1859 va la cong st vao tu trai clia
Brlgham Young. Trén noc cong gan mot con dai bang bang
st nang toi 4000 lbs. Ngay gan cong 1a Beehive House, tu
gia chinh thirc ctia 6ng Young, dugc xay vao nam 1853. Chic
chin 6ng gido chu thir hai cia Pao Mormon cé nhiéu tu gia
khong chinh thire khac.

Chung t6i1 dinh an trua trong khach san, nhung lai doi ¥ an
trong khu Shopping Center. Thém com lém 10i, nén t6i goi
mot dia com chién véi thit ga sao rau thap cam. Chung t6i lai
an chung vi biét rang tdi nay s& dn ¢ nha hang Spencer’s, trong
khach san, limg danh nhit Salt Lake City vé mon beef steak.

Sau khi an, toi dé nguoi anh hing thAm mét cia toi ngoi
doc bao & mot chd. Toéi lang thang di xem khu Department
Stores ndi tiéng 16n nhat nudec My nay. T6i van thiy nhiéu
tiém quen thudc ¢ Virginia va cac noi khac. Toi gap nhiéu du
khach cung doan. Méy ba ngudi Anh hi himg khoe mua dugc
nhiéu d6 trang diém ré hon bén Anh. Dellas, ctia Florida, ciling
dé chéng ¢ khach san, tay ba xéch tui to, tii nho.

Sau mot vong di mili ti kinh cac tiém hang, toi tro lai chd
Bob ngdi va ciing chang sang Mormon Temple. Chiing t6i
chup duoc vai tim hinh & bén ngoai. Robert cao mét khong
vao bén trong. Chung toi gip cip vo chong ngudi Anh véi co
con géi.

“T6i xuyt d6i dao,” ba vo thi tham.

“Vay ha?” toi tron mét ngac nhién.
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“T6i néi gion ddy. Nhung thyuc sy 1a nhitng ¢6 hudng dan
vién tré cua nha thd dn noéi rat gioi, rat khéo!”

Vé dén khach san, chung t6i dién mau gidy nhan dinh vé
chuyén du lich ma ¢6 hudng dan Judy dwa cho du khach chiéu
hém qua. Chung toi dong ¥ cho diém very good cho chuong
trinh du lich, nhung ghi thém rang udc gi duge & Yellowstone
Park 14u hon trong cudc du lich nay. Trén thé gi6i khong thiéu
gi séng, nui, bién, hd dep. Nhung chang c6 noi nao gidng nhu
Yellowstone Park.

Vé ong tai xé Doc va Co Judy, chung t6i phé diém
excellent. Pa sd ching toi déu cho rang ho da lam viéc hét
minh, san séc ching t6i chu d4o, luén ludén kién nhan va vui
vé. Tham chi ¢6 Judy dd goi cac hing hang khong dé chic
chin cac du khach déu co chd trén méay bay khi ra phi truong
ngay mai. Ong tai xé va c6 huéng dan khong thé 1am gi hon
cho du khach duogc nita. T6i ky san cho Ong Doc va C6 Judy
mdi ngudi mot ngan phiéu nhu hing du lich dé nghi va dé vao
bao thu v6i tim cac cam on.

Chung t6i xudng phong tiép tan thi dd dong ngudi. Ai ndy
déu phuc strc trinh trong hon nhiing bita thuong vi day 1a budi
cudi cung tir biét nhau. Chiing t6i duoc dai ruou véi vai mén
khai vi nho. Khi chung t6i dwa bao thu cho 6ng tai xé va co
huéng dan thi duoc C6 Judy trao ting tAim anh ma doan du
lich da dugc chup tai Mount Rushmore. Anh lén béng trang
gidy viét thu, canh ding sau 12 bdn khudén mit caa bon vi Tong
Thong duoc cong dan My biét on va tén thd trén nui. Kém
theo tAm anh 1a danh sach ¢6 danh s6 tr du khach thir nhat toi
du khach thir 41 cong v6i c6 hudng dan. Trén trang gidy do
c6 t6 lai tAm hinh va ghi s ctia mdi nguoi. Chiing t6i c6 thé
tra t€n trong danh sach va nhan di¢n lai ting khuén mat. D6
lay kién hay, khi gtri cho ban b¢ mdt cai hinh hop mat c6
nhiéu nguoi.

Du khach bét tay hay choang 6m C6 Judy va Ong Doc dé
tur bi¢t va cdm on ho. Hai nguoi s€ khong sang phong an véi
chung t61. Co Judy tré lai Boston ngay sang sém hom sau va
s& diéu khién mot chuyén du lich khac & Canada vao cubi tuan.
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Téi d6, chung t6i ngdi ciing ban v4i hai ba ngudi Anh, mot ba
Alaska va mot ba Palmspring. Ba nay khoe rang chiéu nay ba
khong ra phd nhung goi ngudi 1én phong dim bop cho mot
tran da doi troi dat. Hai ba nguoi Anh ké rang sé di du thuyén
trén Great Salt Lake ngy mai va ngay mdt méi vé Anh Qudc.
Ho ¢ ving Edingburg, phia Bic nuéc Anh. Vay ma ho chua
bao gior di xem trinh dién Tatu cua quan doi Hoang Gia Anh
ma chung t6i da dy kién gan 20 ndm vé trude, khi Robert 1am
viéc ngoai giao & Brussells. Ba Alaska 1a nha vin viét truyén
nhi dong va di c6 mot quyén sach xuat ban. T6i duoc dip
khoe vé hoa si Huong Alaska ciia Viét Nam:

“Ba c6 nghe t€n mdt hoa si Viét Nam c¢o6 tén 1a Huong
Alaska khong?”

T6i ndi tiép khi ba Alaska con dang van dong tri nho:

“Ngudi phu nir Viét Nam nay dugc bao tro tdi Alaska nam
1975. Co6 ta khoi dau vé nhitng buc tranh nho voi phong canh
va doi séng Alaska bang mau nuGe va ban voi gia 10 hay 18
My kim dé sinh song. The r01 hoa si ndy dén truong hoc thém
ve hdi hoa va tr¢ thanh n01 tiéng & Alaska.”

“A, a, toi co nghe vé hoa si nay,” ba Alaska gat gu.

“Hoa si Huong tré hon t6i nhiéu,” t6i noi tiép. “Nhung
ciing t6t nghiép tir truong trung hoc cil ciia t6i & Sai Gon. Sau
nay hoa si Huong da néi tiéng khap nudc My trong gidi hoi
hoa va vira c6 mdt cudc trién 1dm 16n & Florida voi nhiing buc
tranh vi dai dé danh ddu 25 chdm dt chién tranh Viét Nam.”
Ngudi ddng hwong ctia minh thom, thi minh ciing thom 1ay.
Nén t6i khong boé qua nhimng dip co thé gidi thiéu vé sy vé
vang dan Vié¢t ciia minh.

Céc ba trong ban chung t6i, mdi ngudi goi mot mon khai
vi, to1 goi nam nudng bo, dé chia nhau an thr. Cho mén chinh,
ba thi goi ga, ba thi goi thit heo hay thit bo. Robert khong goi
khai vi chi goi ca salmon. Toi goi filet mignon. Chiing t6i sé
chia sé véi nhau nhu thuong 1¢ cho d& ngan. Pén trang miéng,
cac ba kia cling mdi ngudi goi mot mén thich nhat va cho nhau
ném. Robert chia mén dau kem véi toi.
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Tiéc ndo rdi ciing dén luc tan. Cudc vui ndo rodi ciing dén
luc tan. Sau khi chia tay tai ban minh, chiing t6i di sang cac ban
khéc chao tir biét tit ca du khach da cling di chung mét chuyén
10 ngay. Tét ca déu lich sy, than thién véi nhau, tir Rapid City,
Mount Rushmore ti Thanh Phé Cody, Lake Yellowstone, Old
Faithful Geyser, H Jackson, Rang Nii Teton va sau cung la
Salt Lake City. Phut chia tay bin rin [am sao!

Sandra t6i nay lai xudng phong an mot minh. Ba ta ghé
tai toi thi thim:

“Sang mai chiing t6i vé Rhode Island rat sém. Toi s& phai
dua Cy vao nha thuong ngay.”

Robert n6i véi Simon:

“Ong co mung dugc vé Florida ngdy mai khong?”

“Rét mung,” Simon vira noi vua liéc sang vo. “Nhu’ng
Dellas con tiéc khong dugc ¢ lai mua s?im thém quan 4o nira.”

Chung t61 chang hoi dia chi hay sé dién thoai cua ai va
cling chang ai hoi chung to1 trir cdp vo chéng Oklahoma va
cdp Lousiana. Pa sd cac quy vi dd vé huu, nhung ciing moi
mét vi sy 1am quen xa giao voi tha nhan gan hét chiéu dai cudc
doi. Co6 dip gip gd thi chung vui, it ai tiép tuc mai dugc su
quen biét méi bang thu tir, bang dién thoai... Chung t6i nhic
lai nhiéu 1an mot cau:

“Mong duoc gip lai trong nhitng chuyén du lich khac.”

Sang hom sau chung t6i xuéng phong in sang lac 7 gior du
chang co diéu gi voi vi. Khong ngudi nao trong doan du hanh
vira qua hién dién. Bong nguoi ni tiép vién A Pong ma ching
t6i da tréng thay sang qua, dén noi véi Robert:

“Co ngudi mudn gip 6ng trong dién thoai.”

“Nguoi ta ¢6 ndi tén tdi khong?” ong xa toi hoi lai.

“Ngudi ta chi n6i mudn néi chuyén véi dng c6 b toc tring
ngdi trong phong in sang.”

“C6 ra hoi lai xem ngudi co toc trang tén gi. Néu 1a tén
toi thi to1 s€ ra noéi chuyén.”

Nguoi nir tiép vién lui ra, mot luc 1au méi trd lai phong an,
nhung khong dén gip Robert. Chdng toi c6 vé than nhién vé
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su viée khong dau khong cudi nay. Nhung t61 cam thdy ay
nay vé cb tlep vién. Trong cai tiéu bang nhiéu sa mac, xa X0i,
it nguoi A Pong nay, néu to1 gdp mot nguodi Viét Nam va
khong chao hoi thi bat nhan qua. Va lai, trong nguoi dan ba
nay cd vé cd don lam sao! TA6i noi voi Robert:

“Toi khong nghi ngudi phu nit nay 1a Phi Luat Tan. Nghe
giong tleng Anh c6 vé Viét Nam lam. Dé t6i hoi xem sao.’

T6i vay tay goi ngudi nir tiép vién A Pong lai va hoi bang
tiéng Anh:

“Ba la nguoi nudce nao?”

“Viét Nam.”

T6i chuyén sang tiéng Viét ngay:

“Tai cling 1a nguoi Vigt. Co ¢ vung nay lau chua?”
Nguoi nit tiép vién twoi cudi ming rd:

“Em dén day tir nam 1975.”

“Tai sao lai chon vung nay?” Toéi ngac nhién hoi lai. “Cé
nguoi bao trg ha?”

“Da.”

“Co c6 theo dao Mormon khong?”

“Khéng. Chi dén day choi hay sao?”

“T6i di voi doan du lich.”

“Chi con ¢ lau khong?”

“Khong. Chiing toi sap phai ra phi truong vé Virginia roi.
O day c6 nhiéu ngudi Viét khong?”

“It 1am. Tiéc qua chi khong & choi 1au?”

Robert khong biét tiéng Viét nhidu, nhung ciing hiéu t6i
da gdp nguoi dong huong. Toi dich so qua cdu chuyén véi
Robert va lai nhin déng ho. Chi con do 15 phut nira ching t61
phai 1én phong xem hanh ly da dugc dem xu6ng chua. Toi
quén ca viéc hoi cd tlep dai vién vé nguoi nao do mudn no6i
chuyén véi Robert, va tiép tuc phong van nguoi dong huong
bat ngo gap go:

“Co bao gio o di Virginia khong?”

Co tlep vién cudi budn:

“Em vat va v6i con cai lim. Chéng di dén dau duoc?”

“Co bao gio di Cali khong?”
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“Ciing khong chi a.”

T6i cam thiy toi nghiép cho nguoi dan ba 1é loi nay:

“Co hoc truong nao ¢ Sai Gon?”

“Em hoc truong Trung Vuong.”

“T61 cling Trung Vuong day!” t6i reo 1én. “Thé 1a chung
minh dng mon, dong truong roi.

T6i lai nhin d6ng hd va voi va hoi thém:

“Cho t6i s6 dién thoai. V& Virginia, toi s& goi hoi tham.
C6 tin tirc gi vé Truong Trung Vuong day do toi sé thong bao
cho vui.”

Nguoi ban ddng mon ghi sé dién thoai va tén cho toi. Tén
c6 ta 1a Anh, ho Nguyén. Tbi chao Anh:

“Rat ming duoc gip Anh & day tuy la vao gio chot. Vé
Virginia t6i s& goi va néi chuyén nhiéu hon.”

Trong thang may di 1én lau, Robert noi:

“Trude khi gap em, trong cd ay c6 vé budn. Nhung sau
khi néi chuyén véi em, c¢6 4y tuoi vui han 1én.”

“Tai cling nghi vay. Mot nguoi Viét Nam khong theo dao
Mormon ma lai & Salt Lake City thi la that.”

“Néu em dem theo, vai t bao, vai quyén sach thi ¢6 phai
em di c6 qua ting c6 ay khong? Em khong nghe t6i.”

“T6i c6 dia chi cua co ta. Toi s& lién lac néu ¢o ta thich
doc sach bao toi s€ gui sau, kho gi!”

(Sau nay, toi glri may tac pham ctia t6i va mot tap bao Co
Thom ma t6i phu trach t6i dia chi cia Nguyén Anh. Khi lau
khong dugc tra 16i. Toi goi theo sd dién thoai ctia Anh cho
thi s6 dién thoai d3 ddi. T6i van thic mac mdi khi nghi vé
chuyén nay.)

Lén dén phong, chung t6i van thiy hai cai va-li con nam
bén trong ctra. Chung t6i lai xuéng hanh lang khach san tim
ban gidy coi vé viéc dua rudc khach ra phi truong. Chung t6i
thdy can phai nhac ho hanh 1y cua chiing t6i con trén phong
va may bay cua ching t6i cit canh mot gid rudi dong hd nira.
Vura luc d6 ong ba Oklahoma ciing kéo 1€ hanh 1y cta ho
xudng vi chd 1au khong c6 ngudi 1én 1ay. Ho s& cing 1én phi
truong Salt Lake City va bay mét chuyén v&i ching t6i di
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Denver. Tir d6 ho vé Oklahoma City, chiing t61 vé Dulles,
Virginia. Téi ty nhac minh phai nhé khi nao c6 anh con moose
(huou rung) sé& gui cho ho.

Cudi cung, ching tdi cling 1én xe van ra phi trudng. Nhin
lai Salt Lake City vdi nhitng thap nhon cua nha thd Mormon,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, phia sau la nhirng
cao 60 in hinh trén Réng Nui Wasatch xanh lo, trép trung, toi
nghi ring cing tam du sy tham viéng thanh phd nay. Nhung
t6i con luyén tiéc nhimg ving sa mac cuc ky 1ong lay nhu
tranh v& ctiia Utah ma t6i chua duoc di dén. Va, biét co bao
gio trd lai?

May nam vé trudc chung toi chi ¢6 y dinh thyc hién 10i
nguyén udc, hen non thé nuée, di choi thim viéng ving
Mount Rushmore va Yellowstone, Non Nudc Pa Vang. Sau
chuyén du lich thich thé nay, t6i méi nhan thay ring ving nao
chung t6i may mén duoc di qua ciing c6 vé dep riéng biét dé
thudng ngoan, nhirng méi la dé hoc héi, tu bd cho cudc doi
con nhiéu thiéu sot.

Kiép sbéng trim nim cua con ngudi qua ngan ngti, nhod
nhoi, ché“ing la gi so véi tram tram, tri€u tri€u nam song hé),
ring niii, ddng c6, sa mac ma tinh nghia d4 vang da cho chung
toi chia sé hanh phic quy gid bén nhau gitra thién nhién tuy¢t
voli, vil tru huyén bi, dat troi cao ca, vi nhén, thién tai da duoc
ghi danh, tac tugng doi doi kiép kiép.

NGUYEN THI NGQC DUNG
Virginia, 10/2000



110 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

NGAN DAM DU CA

Tu thang 6 nam 2000, ching t6i da nhan dugc gidy moi
ctia truong Ban Chap Hanh Hoi Cyu Nit sinh Trung Vuong
Toronto, Tran Thi Bich Di¢p moi tham du Pai Ho1 Trung
Vuong — Chu Van An vao ngay 7 thang 4, nam 2001.

T6i biét cai khong khi gap lai thay co xua, ban bé cii cam
dong, than thuong lim. Cai khong khi d6 lam song lai quang
doi vui twoi, tré trung cta tudi hoc tro, lam tung bing, nhon
nhip budi hoang hon cudc doi du chi « vai ngay huy hoang roi
chot tat”. Toi coi d6 nhu liéu thude bd can thlet cho cudc song
héi ha hién tai cua da s chung t6i du & tudi vé chiéu hay sap
qua ntra cudc doi.

To61 nghe ndi cac ban Trung Vuong California, Texas va
nhiéu noi khac ri nhau téi Washington, D.C. vao dau thang tu
xem hoa anh dao rdi cting nhau thué xe buyt c6 tai xé 1ai di du
bai Hoi Trung Vuong — Chu Van An Toronto. Céi xe s€ rong
hon 50 chd ngdi va do mot cyu nit Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh
Dbn t6 chire. Toi dd dung nhitng chi tiét trén cing cam hing
sau khi gdp mdt cuyu hoc sinh Trung Vuong va Gia Long &
doan chot chuyén du lich Yellowstone nam 2000, dé viét
truyén ngan hu cau Duyén Trung Virong cho dic san Dai Hoi.

Khi chwong trinh thué bus 16n ¢6 hon 50 chd ngdi xep dan
va tat han thi Thanh Minh, mét Trung Vuong khac ciia ving
Hoa Thinh DPén da dung 1én phat co t6 chitc chuyén di. Thanh
Minh ban véi toi nhiéu viéc. Nang tim duoc mot hang du lich
va cung t6i dén thué cai bus 24 chd ngdi. Toi lo goi va giir
bon phong, hai dém Khach San Comfort Inn & Toronto.
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Thanh Minh lo giit bén phong Khiach San Sheraton on the
Falls, Niagara bén bo Canada.

Lo xong véAn dé bus va khach san, Thanh Minh goi to1 dua
ra y kién: “Phai doan Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Pén phai c6
mot muc van ngh¢ tham du chtt.” Sau khi ban tinh, chung t6i
chon bai hat “Mot Thud Trung Vuong” vi 1a tho ctua cyu nir
sinh Trung Vuong Ngoc Dung, nhac cua Nhac Si Nhat Béng,
phu quan cua Trung Vuong Tuong Hué.

Thuc ra, ddu dé cua ban nhac chinh 13 “Sai Gon Nd'ng Nho
Muwa Thuong”, diéu Slow Waltz, nhung t61 doi 16i mot chut
cho thich hgp vdi y nghia cua Pai Hoi Trung Vuong hon va
Nhac Si Nhat Bfing cling ddi nhac thanh Waltz nhanh hon cho
hop voi dong ca.  Sau d0, anh dén nha anh Nguyén Tuc va
hai dng nhac si cung choi dan va thau nhac vao cassette cho
ching toi. Thé 1a sang Cha Nhat ngay 1 thang 4 nam 2001,
nam ngay trudc chuyén di, cac « ‘ca sT” cuia phai doan dén nha
toi tap hat vdi cai cassette nhac roi thau vao mot cassette khac,
duéi su diéu khién cua Nhac ST Nhat Béng.

Khoi dau co 17 ngudi ghi tén. Nhung cudi cling chi con
15 1a: Lé Thi Ngoc, bang Van Trang va phu quan la anh Déng
Té Thé, cap Tudng Hué — Nhat Bang, Tuyét Lé, Thai Phuong,
Tran Kim Han, Bach Tuyet, Tu Nhat, Minh Dtrc, Minh Chuc,
Thanh Minh, Minh Tam va Ngoc Dung.

Tbi hom trudce ngay khoi hanh, cac ban lai té tuu tai nha
t6i dé tap hat nira voi sy c6 mit cia anh Nhat Bang. Sau vai
14n dong ca, Thai Phuong va Minh Chuc dugc dé nghi hat duo
doan gifta ctia bai hat. Tét ca déu cong nhan 1an thau bang nay
tiéng hat déu hon, manh hon, giong tuoi vui virng vang, tu tin
hon. Nhu vay yén tri 1on 161, hém dai hdi cr manh bao hat
theo cassette thoi.

Sang ngay khdéi hanh, 6 thang 4 ndm 2001, tro1 am u nhu
sap mua. Mua di sang xuan ma gié con gay lanh. Robert, 6ng
X3 t61 dua toi dén chd hen khoang 10 phut trude bay gid. Xe
bus cua chiung t6i da dau tai do.
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Trude khi gap ngudi tai xé, toi lo 6ng ta to 1on nhur cai cot
nha chay thi ngan qua. Bay gio ong tai xé nay lai nho xiu, lin
ti. Néu xe ndm u, khong biét ong ta c6 day ndi khong?

By gid moi ngudi déu c6 mat. Tat ca du khach déu an
mac gon gang dan di cho cudc hanh trinh dai. 7 gio 30 céi xe
chdé Hoa Si Dinh Cudng lao téi vi s¢ mudn, cé thé xe ching
toi bo roi tranh cua anh. To6i nhan 161 dem tranh cua Pinh
Cuong sang trién 1am tai Pai Hoi Trung Vuong — Chu Vin
An Toronto. Xe bus chuyén banh lién sau dé cho kip dén
Toronto trudc troi thi.

. Hoa Si Dinh Cuong sinh
NGUYEN TH| NGOC DUNG nam 1939 tai Thu Dau Mot,
SAI GON | tot nghi¢p Truong Cao Dang
NANG NHO #¢.| My Thuat Hué nam 1963, va
THUONG ™| Truong Cao Pang My Thuat
HiLKY2 o - Sai Gon nam 1964. Dinh
Cuong duogc ba giai thuong
huy chuong bac ndm 1962 va
1963 tai Sai Gon trong dé co
mdt huy chuong cua Toa Dai
St Trung Hoa Quéc Gia.
Trude nam 1975, hoa si da co
nhidu trién 1dm khdp cac
thanh phé 16n ctia Mién Nam
va cac nude Dong Nam A. Tir
khi dinh cu tai Virginia, Hoa
Si Pinh Cuong ndi danh khap
cong ddng ngudi Viét. Hoa si co ca tram trién 1am khip nuéc
M§ va Au Chau... Anh di vé& hinh bia cho tap hoi ky tiéu
thuyét “Sai Gon Ning Nhé Mwa Thiwong” cua Nguyén Thi
Ngoc Dung.

Bay gio xin trd lai véi cude Bic Du Toronto cua ching
toi. Chua ra khoi vong dai 495 Thu P6 Hoa Thinh Pon,
Tuong Hu¢ da moi moi nguoi an sdng voi banh bao, quyt.
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Thai Phuong, Tuyét Lé moi ban dong hanh va ca ong tai xé
an banh mi, uéng nuéc lanh.

Puong tir Frederick, Hagerstown, Tiéu Bang Maryland
bét dau c6 phong canh ndng trai, ruong dong tro trui, rimg cay
khong 14, d6i co chua xanh. Thay rang da dén luc khoi dong
khong khi dudng truong “phiéu luu, mao hiém”, t6i nhac Thai
Phuong phan phét bai hat cho cac ban. Tuyét Lé yéu cau Thai
Phuong md dau “chuong trinh vin ngh¢”. Nguoi ban tré nhat
va ¢ giong ca hay nhét trong chung t6i, 1én cam microphone
ctia bus va hudng dan bai “Con Puong Vui”, nhac ciia Lé Vy,
161 ctia Pham Duy:

Doan nguoi tung bing Vé trong swong sém,

Hon nhw dam may trdng litng lo,

Giang ho khong bo khéng bén

Pep nhu kiép Bé-hé-mién...

Chung t6i cting hat hai lan Vo1 tit ca giong 16n nhét, khoe
nhit bai ca tung bung, hao himg a ay Buong phéi nhu cang
phdng, né rong. Roi ching t6i dong ca tiép, bai “Vé Mién
Nam™:

Dung vung lén nao bao thanh nién yéu nuoc

Huéng vé day Mién Nam thin yéu ning sém

Anh Nhat Bang va anh Té Thé ciing tuoi cudi danh nhip
tay, nhip chan va hat theo, nhung nhat dinh 1a khong hat 16n
nhu bon phu nir to miéng. Chung t6i hang say hat sang bai
“Co6 Gai Viét” cua Nhac ST Hung Lan:

Loi séng niii bieng vang bén phwong troi

Giuc chiing ta dwong phung s quyét tién

Tiép dén 1a bai “Nhitng Néo Puong Viét Nam” ctia Nhac
Si Thanh Binh:

Nhitng néo duong Viét Nam

Suét tir Ca Méu thang t&i Nam Quan,

Oi nhitng néo dwong Viét Nam...
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Chung to6i tiép tuc hat va hat nhiéu 13m, hat déng ca, song ca,
tam ca, hat khong biét mét. Xe di toi Tiéu Bang Pennsylvania
thi swong mu 1én déy dic, mua xudn giang nhe bau troi. Chung
toi tam nghi hat, lai uong nuoc, an quyt, keo, banh.

Khi gi6 bat dau ndi lén, cay cbi vat vo, mua roi rio rio
trén mai xe, trén kinh xe. Moi ngudi hé hao Minh Chtic hat
nhirng bai hat vé mua. C6 nang réo rat luén ba bai khong can
nhin ban nhac: “Mua Trén Phim Nga, Mua Bém Xuan, Mua
Roi”. Thai Phuong ngan nga tha thiét v6i bai “Gui Gié Cho
May Ngan Bay” (cuia Poan Chuan va Tur Linh). Ngoc Dung
khong bo 16 co hoi, do ngay ong vi &m rén 1i tiép theo v&i bai
“Em Pén Tham Anh Mot Chiéu Mua” ctia T6 Vii. Bén ngoai,
mua nghiéng troi, 16 dat, gid dat dao rung cdy. Ngoc Dung
vuon cb gao thi véi mua gio sam sap chuyén minh.

Mua tanh thi chiing t6i ciing hét himg hat nhitng bai vé
mua. Minh Chuc doc bai tho Khoc C6 Hiéu Trudng Téng
Xuan An' ¢ciia cac Trung Vuong Ha Thanh, Phuong Tram
va Thanh Ha:

Trude ngay Gié Nhi Nit Vieong

Cé Téang Hiéu Truéng Trung Vieong vé troi
Cali mua gio toi boi

Khoc co vinh biét mot thoi ao xanh...

Vi da 1au khong dugc nghe bai hi¢u doan ca, Tu Nhat yéu
cau chiing t6i hat bai “Trung Nit Vuong” ciia gido sw Thim
Oanh. D& ot ma! Mot s ban nhu t6i d hat bay nam bai nay
trong Truong Trung Vuong va Pai Hoi Trung Vuong ¢ nhiéu
tiéu bang Hoa Ky roi:

Trung Nit Vieong lau phdn son muu thii nha
Mai gwom vang khuc toan thang hung ca

11[1] Ba Hi¢u Truéng Tang Xuan An cua Truong Nir Trung Hoc
Trung Vuong tir tran ngay 27 thang 2, nam 2001 tai Virginia, Hoa Ky.
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Thu vé giang san cho ling uy Gdi Nam
Bau troi A sang ngoi anh quang...

Xin cam doan rang ching t6i da hat manh mé tung bing
hon ca thoi hat ¢ san Truong Trung Vuong Ha Noi, Sai Gon
va v6i ca bau nhiét huyét tuong nhu c6 thé danh dudi hét Quan
Tau ra khoi cac DPao Trudng Sa, Hoang Sa, Ty Sa, lay lai
duoc ca Ai Nam Quan, Thac Ban Déc bay gio.

Qué trua, chung toi 14y thirc in ra moi nhau. Thanh Minh,
Tuong Hu¢, Minh Chic moi com nam, gio kho. Kim Han
chuyén lo mubi vimg. Chi Bach Tuyét co x6i vo. Chi hoc
trén chung toi hai 16p. Tbi chia x6i ddu xanh va rube véi cac
ban. Moén com ndm do Tuong Hué va Minh Chuc lam, dugc
moi ngudi chiéu ¢b hon hét. Trang miéng, ching toi c6 chubi
ctia Tuyét L&, Thai Phuong, nho ctia T Nhat, quyt cia Tuong
Hug¢. Ngoai ra Minh D, Tuyét L&, Thai Phuong con co nude
subi, nuéc ngot cho moi ngudi. Ong tai xé ciing duge moi
thém mot & banh mi thit nita cung voi mot trai chudi va mét
trai quyt. Lau 1im t6i moi c6 mot bita dn dudng truong ngon
miéng dén thé.

T&i mot tram nghi chéan, 6ng tai xé ngimg lai cho chiing
t61 20 phut “xa hoi”. Mua van khong ngimg, mit mo, uét siing
ca mién Bic Nudc My. Khi tr¢ lai xe buyt la gi¢' ching t61
nghi trua. Pém qua ai ndy déu thic khuya, sang nay lai day
som. Chung toi, ngudi ngt, ké thi tham tdm su voi ban ngdi
bén canh. Cai xe dugc ém 4 mot gio dong hd, nhung c6 1€ toi
chi nham mat do chimg 30 phut, roi lai ldy ban d6 duong
truong ra xem.

Chung t6i dd qua Thanh Phé Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 13 di
duge d6 nira dudong. Méi dau t6i con xem sach du lich va doc
cho cac ban nghe vé dia du, lich sir vai dia danh chung t6i di
qua. Nhung thuc ra, tir trén duong cai quan, chiing toi chang
nhin thay gi dic biét, nén toi bo roi tour book. Hai bén duong
1a nhiing rimg cdy khong 14, nhitng méanh dbi troc, co kho hay
nhirng ham mo than, nhitng xudng ché tao sit thép véi nhimng
¢t khoi toa than khi.  Tat ca 1a mot mau xam budn tham.
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Phong canh bi rimg cy hay vach da ngin tim mét. T6i khong
nhin thay sy bao la bat ngat dé tha hon mo mong.

Khong khi trong xe 16i cuén hon. Chung t6i lai bat dau
don ca, dbng ca dén khan c6, n6i ching can loa ciing lot tai
nguoi ngoi cu01 xe hay dau cai xe dang long 1€n song soc trén
duong. Mot tiéng noi tiéu 1am cat 1én 14 tat ca cudi bo lan, bo
cang dén dau bung, chay nudc mét, nghiéng nga ca nguoi lan
xe. Hinh nhu chiing toi chwa bao gio dugc cuoi nhiéu dén thé.
Thanh Minh, Tuyét L&, Thai Phuong 14 nhiing cdy choc cudi
ctr khoi nhat.

Khi xe di qua con dudng dan t&i Jamestown, thanh phé 16n
dAu tién cua Tiéu Bang New York, toi dé tape bai “Mot Thud
Trung Vuong” vao may cta bus. Tiéng hat tir tape du 16n dé
chiing toi hat theo, tap lai bai dong ca dem di ddm x{r nguoi.
Mdi hat 3 1an, chung t6i ngung, cho rang da hat dugc roi.

Xe vao Tiéu Bang New York roi t6i Buffalo, thanh ph6
16n cudi cung trude bién gidi Hoa Ky - Gia N Dai, tai xé
ngimg xe d6 xing va cho chiing t6i “di giai toa”.

Méi khoang 4 gio ma nhu di chiéu muodn. Troi vin mua
lam ram. Xa 16 dong ddo. Toi 1én ngdi canh tai xé xem ban
dd, giup ong ta nhin duong. P4 cung Robert di choi Thac
Niagara cach day 7, 8 nim nén toi nhan ra con dudng sap toi.
Khi xe bat dau di 1én cau bién gidi t6i ho 16n, bao hiéu cho cac
ban nhin Thac Niagara bén tay trai, nhung chung t6i chi thiy
mot vung swong khoi toa mu day dic. Qua tram kiém soat
khong c¢6 van d¢, chi lo troi t6i vao thanh phd khé tim ra khach
san. That 1a mung, anh Pang Té Thé thay to1 ngéi canh tai
xé dé phy ong ta nhin duong. Xe chung t6i dén Comfort Inn,
Toronto luc 6 gid rudi tdi, nghia 1a dung 11 gid déng hd chay
tir Virginia. Néu tai xé khong 1on mot “exit” thi ¢6 thé chung
t61 dén som hon ntra gio.

Cip Té Thé-Van Trang c6 mot phong. Nhat Bang-Tudng
Hu¢, Minh Chuc, Minh Tam mét phong. Chung t6i coi anh
Nhat Bang ciing nhu Tudong Hué ma théi. Thai Phugng, Tuyét
L& mot phong. Thanh Minh, Kim Han, Lé Thi Ngoc, Minh
Puc mot phong. Bach Tuyét, Ta Nhat, Ngoc Dung mot phong.
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Chung ti voi vang ty tran va sira soan gap dé di dén tién
dai hoi tai mot tiém an Hoa bén kia thanh phé. Trudce khi
ching toi 1&n bus, anh Chu Vian An Lé Han dén nhan g6i tranh
cua Hoa Si Dinh Cuong.

Anh Thé xem ban do6 thanh phd k¥ ludng va Ién ngdi canh
tai xé chi duong. Chung t61 mung r& kiém ra tiém an sau 20
phut do dam tung duong phé dong diic nhoang nhoang anh
dén xe dudi troi toi, mua gidng ludt thudt, 18 thé. Tiéc da bat
dau tir 1au véi 4, 5 chuc nguoi vira gido su vura hoc tro. Tat ca
vui ming vi duong xa x0i 14 thé, phai doan Hoa Thinh Dén da
t6i binh an. Chang t6i dwoc Hoi Trudng Tran Bich Diép gioi
thiéu. D6 Thi Son trudng ban bao chi Trung Vuong Toronto
va toi bt tay nhan dién nhau lan dau tién. Day chi 1a mot bira
an gip gd trude ngay dai hoi nén moi muc nodi chuyén ngin
gon, vai bai hat vui tuoi, nhe nhang du dé ham néng sy hdo
htrc cho dai hdi chinh thirc vao ngay mai.

Sang hdm sau, xe bus dua ching t6i di cho Tau an pho.
Troi mua tam ta, ching t6i phai giwvong du 1én xe, givong du
xubng xe. Ching toi moi ca ong tai cung an. La ngudi Xué
x0a, dugc dam phy nir ngoai quoc than thién o bé, nén 6ng ta
rat vui mimg, coi mé. An xong, chiing t6i lai d6i mua, can gi6
di mua mit, mua nhén, mang cut, chom chom va dem tr¢ lai
tiém pho, nga trai cdy ra “suc” lién, thém qua khong cho duoc!

Chung t6i dinh di Chua Tau, nhung héi bao nhiéu nguoi
chang ai biét. Va, “Who cares?” nén bao tai xé cho vé mot
Shopping Center 16n va tbi tan trung tim Toronto. Chung t6i
di loanh quanh xem cho biét canh phd phuong, chang can mua
sam, cling chang co gi dac bi€t hon trén dat My.

Bon gio chidu xe bus dwa chung t61 Ve khach san. Ong tai
cho xe chd chung t6i nghi ngoi chdc 14t roi stra soan di dy dai
hoi. Co mot vai cip Trung Vuong khac dén tir Montreal cling
¢ chung khach san va xin di nho xe bus cua chiing toi cang
thém dong vui!

Toi kéo theo cai carry-on dung 20 tap tho Piém Trang
Lam Dang Cudc Poi. Hét ban nay dén ban kia nhic nho toi
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dem theo bang bai hat “M6t Thu¢ Trung Vuong”. Téi cho
cac ban biét, t6i c6 mot bang trong cap xach tay va 2 bang
khac dé trong carry-on cing véi mudi may tarn bia mau xanh
dan bai hat. Trudc khi ra xe, chung to1 tap Xep hang, cam bai
hat nhu dimg trén san khau. Ao dai lam, quan tring gléy trang
cua chung t61 lam nhan vién khach san va ong tai xé ngac
nhién tuoi cudi v6i anh mat ddy cam tinh, ngudng mo. Ching
t6i 1én xe bus va duot véi bang hat lan cudi cing. C6 18 ciing
nhu cac ban, 10ng t6i x6n xao nao nirc. Chung t6i di tdi tiém
an & Chinatown, noi Pai Hoi Trung Vuong - Chu Van An
duoc t6 chuc toi nay. Xe bus ctia chung toi sé trd lai don lac
12 gid. Cai tién loi thué xe cho sudt cudc hanh trinh 1a thé.
Co xe dua rude & moi chd va ludn ludn duoce di cung voinhau,
dém khuya khong phai lo kiém nguoi dua ve.

Vira vao trong nha hang d thidy nuom nuop nhitng ta 4o
lam 19ng 1y, nhitng btic tranh ryc r& mau xuan cua Hoa Si
Dinh Cuong ma phai doan Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Doan da
dem sang gium. Toi nhdn ra nhiéu khudn mat da tung gap tai
cac dai hoi Hoa Thinh Dén, Nam California va Houston.
Nhung t6i khéng nhan ra mot gido su quen biét nao. Mbdi
ngudi du Pai Hoi dugce ting mot Pac San véi tranh bia rat dep
cia Hoa ST Dinh Cuong. Noi dung déc san phong phu voi
nhiéu tén tudi quen biét trén van thi dan, nhleu hinh anh dé
thuwong thud hoc tro dé 1ong lang lang tiéc nubi.

Phai doan Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Pén c¢6 mot ban gan
san khiu v6i toan mot mau 4o lam tuoi tham. Vi khong da 20
ngudi dé co hai ban danh riéng nén cip Nhat Bing - Tuong
Hug, cip Té Thé - Van Trang ngdi chung véi cac cap Trung
Vuong khac nhu Nguyén Thi Nhi va phu quan, Nguyén Song
Thuan - Ngoc Loan...

Nhuong chd cho 10 ban di solo ngdi véi nhau, toi ngdi ban
ctia Tran Thi Bich Di¢p va cac ban tré Pham Thi Thanh,
Nguyén Minh Quang, Nguyén Minh Hai, Trinh Ctic Phuong,
Bui Thi My, Nguyén Thi Hang va Cao Mai Hoang. Chung t6i
tranh thu thoi gian, chup hinh véi céc ban trude khi dai hoi
khai mac va da tiéc bat du. Toi dé ¥ san khiu c6 phong canh
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cong truong Chu Van An va cong truong Trung Vuong véi
canh phugng vi d6. Hinh anh ky niém xa xua thap thoang hién
vé. X6t xa nao len 1én con tim nhirng ké da ting 1a hoc tro hai
ngdi truong than yéu 4y may muoi nam vé trudc!

Bich Diép nhic t6i bay sach tho ra ban bén canh sach ciia
Nha Vin Giao Su Tra Lii Tran Trung Luong. Tdi mic c&, nén
nho Théai Phuong lam gium. T6i tdng nha Van Tra L tap tho
Piém Trang Lam Dédng Cude Poi va ong tang lai t6i cudn tap
Ky Pdt Qué Ngoai. Minh Duc ciing bay bang tho cua nang.

Sau khi hai vi gido su Chu Van An va Trung Vuong 1én
cit banh ky ni¢m B¢ Ngii Chu Nién, Pai Dién Chu Van An
anh Phan Long Hai va Pai Dién Trung Vuong Tran Thi Bich
Diép 1én chio mimng quan khach, gi6i thiéu ban t6 chirc, ban
chap hanh va cac gido su. Man chup hinh véi cac gido su trén
san khau dién ra sau d6. Céc gido su ngdi ghé, cac tro Chu
Vin An “khoanh tay dimg hau” dang sau, cic trd Trung
Vuong “quy” dang trude. Toi nghe co thiy nao hay anh Chu
Vin An ndo n6i déng: “Lau 1am méi bit duoc céc tro quy dudi
dat diy nhé!” Nhung may qué chung toi quay lung lai cac vi
dung ngdi dang sau va toi khuyu mot chan chir khong quy trén
hai du gbi. Khong tin, quy vi nhin lai video hay anh ma xem.

Sau d6 dén muc gidi thiéu cic phai doan tir xa t&i. Thanh
Minh dai dién nhom Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Pén 1én san
khau chic ming va cam on ban to chirc. Minh Btic trao mot
mon tién ting quy Trung Vuong Toronto gitip thdy c6 ¢ Viét
Nam. Minh Chic mang lén mot xap 4o T-shirt in hinh Hai
Ba Trung.

Chuong trinh van nghé cha d& C6i Ngudn ctua Chu Vian
An va Trung Vuong Toronto that xudt sic vdi di cac man hop
ca, don ca, doc tdu saxophone, violon, maa, thi nhac giao
duyén, nhac canh, cai lvong. .., phai doan Hoa Thinh Don ngdi
xem ma hai qua. Co ban ban to1 viée rat lui. Chuong trinh
cang dai lai cang run hon. Nhung khi nghe vai muc cua céac
phai doan & xa vé trinh dién theo tiéng hat va tiéng nhac da
thau sdn, ching t6i lay lai tinh than. Nén gan nira dém dugc
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moi 1én san khéu, phai doan Hoa Thinh Dén ciing binh tinh di
1én. Chung t6i dimg mot hang déu dian. Thanh Minh cam
micro chitng chac noi:

“Thua quy vi, sau khi nghe cac anh cac chi Chu Van An -
Trung Vuong Toronto trinh dién hay qué, chung toi that 14 rét.
Nhung bon phan ching t6i 1a phai dap 1& nén danh lidu vay.
Néu chiing t6i hat khong hay xin quy thay ¢6 va quy vi thinh
gia lugng tinh tha thir.” (Ghi theo video). Chung t6i dugc mot
trang phéo tay 16n. Thanh Minh bat dau vao dé:

“Sai Gon ndng nhé mwa thwong

Sai Gon m¢t thuo Trung Vwong ngot ngao...
Sai Gon van dé anh oi

Sai Gon bong khudt chan troi thé lwong

Sai Gon con do qué hwong

Sai Gon ndng nhé muwea thwong muén doi.”

“Thua quy vi,” Thanh Minh tiép. “D¢ 14 15 tho tuyét voi
cta Trung Vuong Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung da duoc Chu Vin
An Nhat Bing pho nhac. Chiing t6i ding toan cay nha I vuon
ca. Pay ciing 1a 1an dau tién ban nhac “Mo6t Thud Trung
Vuong” dugc trinh biy dé than ting cac anh cac chi Chu Vian
An va Trung Vuong Toronto.” (Ghi theo video). Thanh Minh
vira néi vira dua tay vé - phia anh Nhat Bing va Ngoc Dung dé
gidi thiéu. Khan gia vo tay ram ro.

Ciing chua hét, Thanh Minh van thong tha tiép tuc:
“Chung t6i xin quy thay co, quy thinh gia hdy nghe tiéng hat
cua cac nir sinh Trung Vuong tu01 tir 16 dén 20... cua 40 nam
vé trude.” Khan thinh gia vira v0 tay vira cudi ngat. Bay gio
Thanh Minh méi chim dut:

”Chiing t6i cling xin cam on anh Chu Vin An Nhat Bang
cling ¢6 mat noi ddy. Xin quy vi cho Chu Vin An Nhat Bing
mot trang phdo tay.”

Nhac si Nhat Bang ding duéi san khau cai chao khan gia
va stra soan conduct. Chung t6i nghiém trang cim bai hat, sin
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sang cho tiéng nhac phat ra tir cai cassette ma Tuyét Lé di dua
cho nguoi gitt 4m thanh tir khoi dau chuong trinh vin nghé.
Nhung mét phit im ldng, rdi hai, ba phut troi qua, van ling
im. T6i nghe co tiéng lao xao trong miy ban ding cudi hang:

“Tape khong ra tiéng”.

T6i ndi nho ring:

“Cai tape chung minh vira nghe trén xe trudce khi toi day
mal”

Céc ban lo ling:

“Sao la vay?”

“Sao ky cuc vay.”

C6 tiéng trong hau trudng bao chung t6i ¢t dimg yén dung
nhdn nhéo, s€ c6 nguoi take care. Nhung 5 phut troi qua van
khong co tiéng dan, tiéng hat ndo phat ra. Toi dinh xubng ban
lay cassette khac trong carry-on thi nghe Nhac S Nhat Bang noi:

“To61 danh dan, cac chi hat.”

Tudng Hué xung phong tiép:

“OK, minh hat live, s¢ gi!”

Thanh Minh lai cdm micro diém nhién cudi va néi vai 10
tu thu cung quan khach:

“Chung toi mudn déng gop mot muc vin nghé, nhung gip
qua khong c6 thoi gio tap nhiéu, dinh hat theo tape cho viing
long. Nhung dén nuéc nay thi chiing toi phai hat vivant vay.
Néu c6 vap vép xin qui vi lwong tinh tha thir cho.”

Mot trang phao tay khuyén khich vang ran nha hang lam
chung t6i 1én tinh than.

Sau tiéng dan duong cam mé dau cua anh Nhat Bang,
chung t61 manh bao, vui tuoi hat theo. Ca nha hang im lang
theo ddi. C6 thé c6 nhiing quy vi tot bung cau mong cho
chung t6i trinh bay sudng sé, chot lot. Nhung chung t6i co
nhiing cdy hat virng nhu Thai Phugng, Tuong Hué, Minh
Chuc, nhiing cii miéng 16n nhu Tuyét L&, Minh Pirc, Ngoc
Dung va c6 ba cai may vi 4m trén san khau, ching t6i d4 oanh
liét lam tron nhiém vu.
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MOT THUO TRUNG VUONG

Sai Gon nang nhé mua thuong

Sai Gon mot thué Trung Vuong hoc tro
Doi vui ca hat mong mo

La me dém budc, hen ho ting doi.

Sai Gon nang nhd mua thuong

Sai Gon mot thud Trung Vuong ngot ngao
Hon tho trong sang ngan sao

Ao em mau trang dat dao tim anh.

Sai Gon ngay ay ngoc nga

Puong em tha thudt lugt 1a Ty Do

Xuén xanh nhac thim tinh tho

Bén nguoi yéu ddu mong mo sudt doi.

Sai Gon van d6 anh oi

Sai Gon bong khuat chén troi thé luong
Sai Gon con d6 qué huong

Sai Gon Néng Nho Mua Thuong muén doi.

Sai Gon van ning mua trong... 1ong toi.
NGUYEN THI NGQOC DUNG

Khi chung toi chdm dat bai hat, ca nha hang vang 1én
nhiing tiéng v tay nhiét tinh. Khi di xuong ngang qua cac
ban, ching t61 dugc cac thay ¢, cac ban ndm tay, 6m vai khen
ngoi voi day thién cam. Ca nhin vé mat man nguyén cua Nhac
Si Nhat Béng voi 101 khen: “hat déu 1am, duoc 1am”, ching
t6i cam thay tu tin roi.

Vi da toi gio hen nira dém véi tai xé, chung t6i khong thé
& lai 1au hon dé nghe ntra chuong trinh vin nghé con tiép dién.
Anh Nhét Bang dua t6i cai cassette oan gia. T6i van khong
tin né trong réng hay bi hu. Khu khu cAm né nhu s¢ mat va
xam xam di 1én bus, t6i 4n ngay né vao cai may cassette trong
xe. Tiéng hat “Mot Thud Trung Vuong” ctia chiing t6i phat
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ra lién. Tbi van 16n hon. Céc ban déu ngan ngudi ngac nhién
vé su la lung hau | truong san khau vira qua, nhung van hai long
v6i man trinh dién hop ca cuia minh trong dai hoi.

Sang hom sau, chung t6i dinh day sém check-out khéch
san, nhung mai td1 9 gio mdi ra xe, sau khi bin rin tir bi¢t mot
s0 ban Trung Vuong tir cac noi khac ciing dén ¢ ddy. Chung
to1 hen gdp lai & Pai Hoi Trung Vuong Bic California vao
7/8/2001.

Tro1 hom nay hét mua, nhung van 4m u, am dam. Lén
xe, ching t61 yén tdm, anh Dang Té Thé ngéi canh tai xé xem
ban d6 va chi dudng giup 6ng ta 1ai ra khoi Thanh Phé
Toronto. Chung t6i lai ban tan vé su tit mit cua cai cassette
t6i nghiép khong dugc dip vang tiéng x ngudi. No phai
nhudng 101 live, vivant sdng dong tir nhitng cai miéng ciia cac
ba son son!

Chung toi khong in sang vi bita com Tau tdi qua con day
bung va bira com trua dang cho doi tai nha Bac Si Giang va
phu nhan. Anh 13 ban ciia Thanh Minh. Tuy nhién ngdi mot
lac budn miéng chiing t6i lai 14y nhitng trai cdy, banh mi, banh
bao con lai tir ngay hom trude va chia nhau cung voi soi vo,
801 hoa cau da duoc chi Bach Tuyét ham microwave trudc khi
ro1 khach san.

Chung t6i mai nodi chuyén chang ai dé y duong di, khi xe
to1 trude tram bién gidi moi gidt minh. Con dudng chua téi
nha Bac Si Giang sao dd xuyén qua tram kiém soat? Thanh
Minh dung cell phone goi ngudi ban, méi hay nha anh ¢ bén
kia cAu bién gi6i, phia Hoa Ky. Chuing t61 v0i vang glau cam,
quyt, chudi, nhan, mit vi quan 4o cubi xe va trén tran Xe.
Luat My khong cho nguoi ta dem trai cay vao Nudec My néu
khong xin phép. Nha Nudc s¢ sau bo hay vi trung nhap cang
dat My. Tuong Hué binh tinh:

“Ctr bo hét thirc an va trai cay vao bao rac. Ho hoi thi
minh bao la ric. Ho di rdi thi minh 14y ra an.” May man, thtc
an va trai cay cua chung t61 dugc binh yén vo su.
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Troi tir ddy hanh hanh ning 4m 4p hon. Nhung khi di qua
cau bién gidi van chi nhin thdy hoi nuréc mu mit bdc 1én tir
phia Théc Niagara.

Sau vai lan lién lac cell phone va di loanh quanh vai dudng
chung tdi toi nha Bac Si Giang ¢ trong mét khu yén tinh, sang
trong. Vo bac si 1a Trung Vuong Anh Hang, em cua Trung
Vuong L& Khanh & Memphis. Trong nha va ngoai vuon cua
cap Giang-Hang day hoa 14 tho mong. Chung toi chup nhiéu
anh chung v6i chu nhan. Sau bira com trua thinh soan, anh
Giang va Hang yéu cau chung to1 hat lai bai “Mot Thuo Trung
Vuong” véi tiéng duong cam dém ctia anh Nhat Bang Cang
ngay chiing t61 cang hat nhuyen va quyén giong nhau déu hon.
Thai Phuong va Minh Chiic mdi nguoi cling ca mot ban nhac
tang chu nha.

Sau d6, chung toi héo hirc 1én bus theo sau xe vg chong
Béc Si Giang di Niagara bén bo Canada. Chi 20 phut sau
chung t6i lai di qua ciu, qua tram bién gidi va that mau toi
Sheraton on the Falls Hotel. Ching t6i ciing c6 bon phong &
day va chia nhau nhu da ¢ khach san bén Toronto. Gid mot
phong vao khoang $220 Gia kim véi dinner va breakfast.
Nhung ching t6i c6 thé cua hang du lich AAA nén lai dugc
trir 10%. Bac si Giang moi tt ca chiing t6i dn com tdi tai nha
hang Casino, chung t6i bo dinner cta khach san nén lai dugc
bdt nira.

Phong nao ciing nhin xuéng Thac Niagara, vira sang trong
vira dep, vira ré, chung toi ai ndy déu hai long. Ong tai xé giir
phong & khach san gan ddy va dau bus tai parking lot cua
Khach San Sheraton.

Vira quang hanh ly vao phong, t6i m¢ ngay cua balcony
nhin xudng Niagara am am d6 nudc tring x6a bén kia bd Hoa
Ky. Chung t61 khoan khoai hit tho khong khi trong lanh mat
ruoi véi mui hoi nude tir thac. Nhung rdi con mat ciing phai
ro1 phong canh hung vi, hitu tinh, ching toi cung T Nhat va
chi Bach Tuyet xuong Lobby chd cac ban. Khi da dong du,
cap Giang- Hang dan dau dua ching t6i di bo qua duong sang
b Ho Errie nhin qua Thac Niagara. Day 1a 1an tha hai toi
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dung trude canh than thoai nay. Lan ddu tién toi toi day ky
niém 25 nam bac... ddu v4i Robert, ngudi ban dudng dang yéu
cua toi.

Troi chidu ning cao, cang di gan dén thac, gi6 cang 1ong,
chung t6i phai quang khan trén dau hay doi mii dé giir toc.
Ho1i nudc lanh, bui nudce thanh, bay to1 dau trén toc, 4o khach
bd hanh. Co nhing lac rang chiéu chot sang 1én chiéu vao
“giai voan trang ctia c6 ddu Niagara”, 1am thanh cau vong ngii
sic ruc 1 dé du khach suyt soa chiém ngudng.

Pong ddo nguoi tan bo trén nhitng 16i di trong cong vién
v6i nhitng tham hoa tuoi thim, nhitng choi nghi chan, nhimng
bac da, nhiing quan nudc tho mong. Pay co6 1€ 1a mdt trong
nhitng udc mo cua nhirng nguoi chua dugce tdi day thudng 1am
ky quan vii try ndy. Chung t6i chup nhiéu hinh panorama véi
nhau, ung dung nhan tan tdi tan cudi céng vién méi quay tré
lai khach san, va hen gap nhau 7 gio ¢ lobby.

Chung 61 1én phong trang diém va thay y phuc thoai mai
cho budi téi. Béc si Giang va Anh Hing lai din dau dua
chung t6i sang nha hang Casino sang trong 10ng 13y ngay bén
canh khach san. Nhing phan dn qua l6n. Chung t6i cam thay
toi 161 khong an hét cua gioi cho, biét thé chi goi hai dra mdt
phan an chung, du an nhiéu, 4n it ciing 1a free. Nhém chiing
t6i mudn giri lai ddy 101 cam on chan thanh dén Bac Si Giang
va Trung Vuong Anh Hing di ndng hau dén tiép phai doan
Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Dén.

Sau bira t0i, chung t6i theo nhau di qua cac khu slot
machine, dong dao khach choi. Tiéng may quay rao rao, nhiy
tung tung. Dén dii mau nhip nhay chodng mit. Vai ban d6i
mot hay hai chuc My kim, kéo may cho vui.

Khi mét moi dinh vé khach san thi Bac S Giang dua chung
t6i vao mot phong 16n va gan nhu khong co tiéng dong dé xem
nguoi ta danh bai, sat phat 16n. T6i mu tit vé Casino, nén
chang biét ho choi gi. Nhitng con bac rit thudc 14 nhiéu hon
noi. Mit ngudi ndo ngudi ndy cing thang, 1am li. Chung toi
im lang hay thi thAm dtng xa nhin ho. Khong khi nay khong
hap dan, t6i ra Kim Han vé phong trude.
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Qua ctra kinh balcony rong, ching t6i dugc nhin dén mau
chiéu muén hong nghin tia trén Thac Niagara. Khi dén tat,
thac nudc van trang xoéa trong dém t6i.

DPém 4y, phong t6i co chi Bach Tuyét chung giuong voi
Ta Nhat. To6i moi cb nang Kim Han chung giuong véi t01
nhung nang nhit dinh nim dat mét minh. T61 kéo cai mén
bong day phu giuong, trai xuéng dat cho ¢6 nang nam ém ai
tAm than dai thon tha. Gan nira dém, Thanh Minh vao phong
sau khi chia tay cip Giang va Hang. Ho qua bién gidi cai véo,
vé nha bén Buffalo, USA ching xa gi. Chi Tuyét, Thanh Minh
va t6i lung ciing tinh toan tién nong chi phi ctia mdi ban dén 2
gio sang. Thanh Minh thidy Kim Han nam dat mot minh toi
nghiép, ciing chui vao chin chia sé ndi lanh lung vé&i ban.

Vira mé mat day sang hom sau t6i da hé man cira balcony,
nhin Niagara boc hoi mo mit, bong bénh suong khéi. Vi nim
mang trong mot phong nén dén gan 8 gio to1 va Kim Han maoi
kéo hanh 1y ra khoi phong, dem xudng bus giao cho tai xé. Khi
chung t6i 1én thuong ting khach san an sang, cac ban da da mat
& ddy. Chiing t6i déu chon ban bén canh ctra kinh 16n nhin qua
giong thac muén doi d6 nude van khong troi hét bui tran gian.
Anh néng ruc & lai biéu dién mot man cu Véng huyén ao trén
tAm khin voan tring xo4, thudt tha cta c6 dau Niagara chao
mumg du khach tram trd chiém ngudng. Mdi ngudi ching toi
chi phai trd hon 20 My kim ma dugc hudng mot ngay, mot dém
khach san sang trong véi tién nghi nhan tao, ngoan muc thién
nhién thi coi nhu chang tén kém dong nao.

Muén ngéi lau hon, nhan ha ngém canh thac db trién mién,
chung t6i van phai xubng dudng, 1én bus. Tuy tai xé néi
duong trd vé dé dang nhu an a piece of cake, mot miéng banh
bong lan, anh Thé van ngdi bén canh 6ng ta va nhin dudng
cho yén tri.

Sau khi qua Hb Ontario trong xanh rong 16n bén trai,
chung t6i ra khoi Thanh Phé Toronto. Téi bién gidi, mot ni
kiém soat vién mat mii lanh luing nhu da, 1én bus xem
passport cua chung to6i va xoi moéi nhin vao mat tirng nguoi.
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Néu ho cin than nhu vay voi bon khing bd thi da khong c6 vu
hai toa nha World Trade bi pha sap & New York ngay 9 thang
11, nam 2000.

Qua cau bién gidi chung t6i déu nhin vé phia bén tay mait
Vﬁy chao tam biét giong thac da dé lai nhiéu giai thoai tinh str.
Nguoi thi ndi Good bye, Au revoir, ké thi n6i Soyonara vai
ngudi tinh muén thud Niagara. Ong tai xé gbc Y Dai Loi ciing
1én tiéng “Chao! Chao Bambino!” Téi chot nhé téi phim The
River of no Return, minh tinh Marilyn Monroe va tai tir Robert
Mitchum d thi vai chinh. Hinh anh ho chéng choi véi giong
song thac 1, tiéng nhac, tiéng hat trong phim di theo t6i mai
xa sau bién gioi. Mbi khi bat gap phim nay trén TV, t6i khong
thé khong xem lai, dé xao xuyén boi hoi tim tw, nhd thud xa
Xua nao...

Phai doan di choi Canada ching t61 hom do cting déu co
chung mot cam tuong luyen tiéc bdi hoi nhu thé. Niagara vira
khuit bong ddng sau, tit ca quay ra nhao nhao hoi nhau:

“Co6 hai long voi Niagara khong?”

“C6 mudn tré lai Niagara khong?” Tat ca déu dong thanh:

“C0, c0!” va hai lai nhau:

“Bao gid, bao gid ?” va dong ¥ néu co dip s€ ru nhau di nira.

T6i va vai ban dung cell phone goi vé€ nha cho chdng con
biét da trg vé dit Hoa Ky khong c6 van dé gi, khi vao téi
Beltway s& goi lai cho biét gid ra don.

Lic di phong canh hai bén duong khong cé gi dac biét thi
lac vé lai cang khong dang cha y. Chung toi lai hat nhiéu bai
vui nhon, nhiéu ban don ca tinh tir. Ong tai xé hing qua l4i
xe mot tay va vd microphone hat bai “Come Back to
Sorrento”. Cai xe lang quang trén duong. Ca xe la hoang:

“Thoi 6ng o1, dng khong dua chung to1 tré lai Sorrento ma
vé chau Diém Vuong bay gid”.

T6i voi chay 1én phia trudc va d& ldy cai micro trén tay
ong tai:

“Tony, you keep your hands on the wheel and your eyes
on the road, please!”
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Hat moi miéng, Minh Chuic ngdi bét xudng san, nghiéng
nga vi cai xe chay nhu ngua via long 1én song soc. Nang ké
1¢ nhitng gian nan kho cyuc vi Cong San sau nam 1975 & Sai
Gon. Tat ca ban bé déu dong long tric 4n. Chj Bach Tuyét
cling 1én cAm micro, dung trudc cac ban dong hanh, chia sé
ndi dau quéc ndi ctia Minh Chtic va véi ndi gian trudn cua chi
& qudc ngoai. Trude nim 1975, chi Tuyét du hoc Hoa ky. Khi
chi hoc xong Master, hét hoc béng, hét han visa & lai, chi cling
khong tim duoc viéc 1am, tai chanh rat eo hep. Tt MY, chi
phai sang Au Chau buong trai véi viée hoc, viéc lam Vat va,
doi séng kho khan trong nhiéu nim. Sau nam 1975, chi méi
duoc nhap canh Hoa Ky véi dién di cu, ti nan. D6 1a sy “bi
mat” vé chi Bach Tuyét ma bay gio chung t6i moi dugc biét,
Hién nay chi van di lam va rat hoat dong trong Cong Dong
Nguoi Viét & Maryland.

Sau hai lan xe nglng cho ching toi xudng “rira tay” va an
trua hamburger véi khoai chién tai tiém MacDonald, cai xe
dugc im lang mot hoi 1au vi hanh khach ctia nd déu khép
miéng, nhim mat, tim gidc ngu chap chon.

Khi xe sip vé t6i Maryland, tirng ngudi chung toi néi 1én
kinh nghiém, cam tuéng vé cudc hanh trinh ba ngay qua.
Chung t61 xuc dong cam on nhau, da cho nhau mot cuoc hanh
trinh tran ddy thich thd, c6 mot khong hai.

Anh DPing Té Thé diém dam néi rang trude khi khoi hanh
anh khong nghi chuyén di cua chung t6i c6 nhiéu tiéng hat
tung bung, tiéng cudi c6i mé nhu vay. Su vui vé, tré trung
va hon nhién cua phai ni chung t6i d lam anh vui 1y va cam
thdy tré lai. Pay 1a mot chuyen di choi lanh manh b6 ich,
chung ta khong nhiing nén tiép tuc ma con nén pho bién 10ng
rai voi ban bé khac nhiing chuyén di sau nay. Tiéng v tay
hoan nghénh anh Thé vang day, mudn v tung cai xe. Chiing
t6i déu hen ho s& lam mot chuyen di choi khac.

Tir sau chuyén di ay, ching t6i cam thay gan gui, than
thiet, thwong mén nhau hon. Chung t6i tim co hdi gép gd nhau
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thuong hon. C6 dip gép nhau tai mot nha, hay tiém an, chung
t6i déu nhé moi tat ca cac ban di cung di chuyén qua cau bién
gi61 do. Va, ching t6i goi nhau la Nhém Di Toronto.

Mong rang trong tuong lai ching t6i sé to chirc duoc nhiing
chuyén vién du déng hon, xa hon va lau hon. Con vui thi vui
dén thé 1a cing. Khéng ngudn vui ban bé nao hon thé nita.

Hang ngdi, tir trai: Bach Tuyét, Minh Puc, Tuyét L&, Thai Phuong.
Hang dung, tr trai: Ta Nhat, Ngoc Dung, Kim Han, Van Trang,
Minh Tam, Minh Chuic. Toronto 7-4-2001.

Toronto 7-4-2001. Tai nha Béac Si Giang va Anh Hang. Tir trai:
Nhac Si Nhat Bang, Ngoc Dung, T Nhat, Thanh Minh, Tuyét L&,
Tuong Hué, Anh Hé'mg, Thai Phuong, Van Trang, Kim Han, L& Thi
Ngoc, Minh Chic, Minh Birc, anh Thé, Minh Tam.
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Bach Tuyét
Ngoc Dung
Minh Chdc.

Tuong Hué
Lé Thi Ngoc
TG Nhat
Minh Dtrc.>>

Kim Han
Thanh Minh
Tuyét Lé
Thai Phuong.
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PHAI POAN TRUNG VUONG HOA THINH PON
BEN BO THAC NIAGARA. 8-4-2001

Tu Trai: Kim Han, Ngoc Dung, Thanh Minh, Bach Tuyét,
Minh Tran, Tuyét L&, Minh Tam.

Minh DPtrc, Anh Hﬁng, T Nhat, Minh Chuc, L& Ngoc, Van Trang.
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THU GUI BAN QUE NHA

Virginia 12/16/2002

Than mén giri cac ban Trung Vuong qué nha,

Gan day Ngoc Dung rat vui ming nhan dugc email ciia Ngoc
Diép Ha Noi, kém theo hinh vo chdng con chau chup chung.
Ngoc Dung sé& chuyén nhirng hinh nay cho cac ban ¢ hai ngoai
c6 dia chi email va in ra nhiéu tim giri cac ban khong xir dung
computer.

Cam on khoa hoc tan tién hién tai da cho chung ta co thé
thu tir va guri hinh anh tryc tiép bang email cho nhau, chi trong
vai phut, bén kia da nhan dugc. Nha Ngoc Dung c6 Camera
On Line, vira ndi chuyén qua dién thoai vira nhin thiy nhau
trén man anh computer. Nhung hinh anh luén luén bi tit va
khong dugc 13 rang bang movie. Khoa hoc tién trién khong
ngimg. Trong tuong lai Camera On Line cua tu nhan chic
chén s& khd hon. Chung minh s& dugc nhin thiy nhau trong
khi dién dam va cam thiy gan gui nhau hon nhi?

Céc ban qué nha mudn biét sinh hoat ctia ban bé & qué
ngudi, nén Ngoc Dung giri thu ndy cling véi may tdm hinh dé
cac ban in ra cho nhau xem va biét dung nhan nhitng ké di cu
ti nan ching t6i by gio ra sao.

Hinh thir nhét, Ngoc Dung chup véi chau ndi gai vira dugc
mot nam. Céc ban c6 thdy d6i mat chau trong xanh, ngay tho
vO toi va d6i ma phing phinh, mu mam dé thuong khong?
May min, chau chua hiéu biét chuyén 9/11/2000 x4y ra trén
dat My nim ngoai va chuyén Trung Pong hién tai.
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Hinh thtr hai, Ngoc Dung chup chung véi céc ban cung
khoa, cting 16p (1952-1959) trong Tién Pai Hoi Trung Vuong
Bic California, San Jose sang ngay 6 thang 8 nam 2001, tai
nha Vii Thi Hién. Trong hinh, hang dau, tir trai sang phai c6
Kim bai, Van Phyng, Nguyén Thi Ta, Ha Duong Thi Quyén,
Luong Thi Ngh¢, Lé Dung, Thuy Ai, Tran Thi Ngoc Dung,
Vil Thi Hién va Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung.

Trong hinh thtt ba, chup budi chiéu Tién Pai Hoi tai tu gia
Nguyén Thi Trinh, ngoai nhiing tén tudi ké trén con c6 Mong
Thu, Minh Nguy¢t, Héng Di¢p, Kim Bao, Thanh Lan, Manh
Quang, Tb Lan, Cao My Nhan, Ngoc Cham, Nhan So, Kim
Loi, Bui Thi Qué (tir Sai Gon qua du lich Hoa Ky). Chang
may khi chiing minh dugc hop mit dong vui nhu thé!

Hinh thtr tu ¢6 16 nang Trung Vuong trong ao dai lam
d6ng phuc trén san khau ngay Dai Hoi Trung Vuong Bic Cali,
ngay 7 thang 8 nim 2001, déng ca bai “Mot Thud Trung
Vuong”, ! ciia Nhac ST Nhat Bang, phu quin nang Tudng
Hué, phd tho ctia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung. Cac nang trong
man hop ca d6 (tir phai sang trai) 1a: Minh Chtc, Ha Duong
Thi Quyén, Bui Thi Qué, L¢ Dung, Chau Ha, Vi Thi Khiém,
Tudng Hué, Bach Tuyét, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Kim Bai,
Vii Thi Hién, Tran Thj Ngoc Dung, Minh Nguy¢t, T6 Lan,
Nguyén Kim Tuén, Thai Phugng. Ban qué nha c6 nhén dugce
ra hinh hai, voc dang cac ban dang ¢ qudc ngoal chang?
Chung minh thay d6i qua nhiéu. May chuc nam roi chu it gi?
Vay ma chung minh van hio hing, hon nhién dong ca. D6 1a
tac dung hitu hi¢u cta cac Pai Hoi Trung Vuong!

Bay gid, Ngoc Dung ké chuyén gip g& ban bé nhom 1952-
1959 cta chung minh nhan dip di du Pai Hoi Trung Vuong
Bic California tai San Jose ndm ngoai, 2001. Phai néi chuyén
viéng thim nay dai nhat cia Ngoc Dung tai mot tiéu bang tir

12[1] Bai hat nay da dugc mot nhdm céc ban Trung Vuong Hoa
Thinh Bon lan dau tién dong ca tai Dai Ho6i Trung Vuong — Chu
Vian An tai Toronto, Canada, ngay 7 thang 4 nam 2001.
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trude dén nay. Ngoc Dung dén San José hon mét tuan trude
bai Ho1 vi dugc cac bac dan chi Trung Vuong nién khoa
1950-1957 nhu Duong Van Quyén, Di¢u Linh, Pham Phuong
Chi, Pao Thi Vién, Nguyén Thi Minh Tam (chi rudt ciia Ngoc
Dung)... t6 chitc cho mot budi ra mat tap tho Diém Trang Lam
Ddng Cugc Dot va tap truyén Mot Thoang Mdy Bay cua
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, tai Tru S¢ Hoi Tuong Trg Lac Viét
San José, chiéu ngay 1 thang 7 nam 2001, Ngucn diéu khién
chuong trinh 14 nha tho Kim Vii 21 | Dién gia giéi thiéu tap
tho 1a Thi ST Dién Nghi 8 | Dién gié gidi thiéu tap truyén
Mot Thodng Mdy Bay 1a Nha Vin Lai Quoc Hung. Nha Tho
Tran Thién Hiép™®™ dién ngam bai tho Pua Anh Vio Méng
ctia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung vira dugc ding trong Tam Ca
Nguyét San C6 Thom sd méi nhat ma Ngoc Dung biéu ting.

Ciing xin gidi thiéu v6i cac ban, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
da cong tac voi Co Thom, tap san van hoc doc nhét vung Thu
D6 Hoa Thinh Pén tir nhiéu nim nay.

PUA ANH VAO MONG

Em thirc day khi dém anh vao tdi
C6 mo gi trong gidc ngu c6 don

C6 thao thire hinh em trong day hon
Va luyén tiéc thud ban dau bdi rbi?

boa phu dung mot chiéu nao hip héi
B&i phon hoa khong 1a canh ém dém

13[2] Nha tho Kim Vi1 tén that Vi Manh Phét, 1a tAc gia cac tap tho
song ngir Viét, Anh Tinh Anh Nhw Thé Bay, Khi Yéu Em , Nhing
Ang Tho Tuyét Tac (dich).

14[3] Nha Tho Dién Nghi, mot nha tho ky cuu. CO thi pham xuét
ban tir nam 1956, 1a cha bt nguyét san Chién ST Cong Hoa, séng
lap vién Co S& Coi Ngudn, San Jose.

15[4] Thi Si Tran Thién Hiép, tac gia nhiing tap tho Cay L& Phdn
Ngueoi, Mat Troi Luu Vong, Dinh May Qua, B4 Moc Réu Xanh.
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Cudc doi anh khong 1a cta riéng em
Du van biét tinh ching minh khong thicu.

Hay lang nghe 15i tho ru huyén diéu
Binh minh em muon ning 4m su6i anh
Xin gi6 lanh va may tring, may xanh
Lam vong mat day dwa anh vao mong.

Thanh phd cii da khong con tiéng dong
Ngu di anh, vang tran diu binh yén
Ngu di anh, doi nhe budc lang quén
Mi khép lai tim vé xwra anh nhé!

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung

Sau d6 1a 4m thuc kha hau hinh. Ngoai nhiing mon dat
mua, ban Nguyén Thi Trinh vira tir Phap di choi vé khuya dém
trudce cling bo ngu, rang 1am cho miy khay thach day. Nho sy
moi don cua Nha Tho Kim Vi, phu quan ban Kim DPai, mdt
s6 van, thi, ngh¢ si, than hitu, cac anh chi Chu Van An, Gia
Long, Péng Khanh... di tham dy déng ddo. Nho su kéu goi
cua ban Luong Thi Ngh¢, mac du ban ron véi Pai Hoi nhiéu
chi em ban Trung Vuong da hién dién. Mot s6 khong co mit
cling nho ban khac mua sach. Tac gia nao ra mat sach ma
khong nhd t6i cac ban cli cung trudng, cung gidi, cung sod,
cung trong quan ngii di ung hg, sdch mai ban dugce nhiéu, nhat
1a khi c6 mat tac gia. Tir d6 sach méi duoc pho bién rong rai
to1 tay cac doc gia khac.

Mot budi sang, T Lan dén don Ngoc Dung tai nha c6 em
Song Ha, trong ban t6 chirc Pai Hoi, va bat ngd ddo nha Thién
Huong. Phu quan ctia Thién Huong 1a Nha Tho Sao Bién déy.
Hai dra dugc dn mi tom thit that ddm da, han huyén khong
dut, bé ca y dinh di dn banh tom, banh s€¢o Milpitas. Chiéu
d6, T6 Lan phai di thong dich tai Nha Dudng Tri, ciing chd
Ngoc Dung theo luén. Ngoc Dung to md mudn xem dudng



136 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

duong ra sao, T Lan thong dich ‘nhing chuyén gi, nhung phai
ng6i ¢ phong doi va ngu mot giac ngon lanh. Sau do hai dira
r& vao mot Department Store 16n. Mdi dira mua mdt cai 4o da
hoi on sale. Nhung ching bao gid Ngoc Dung mic vi cam
thdy cai 40 qua tré trung voi minh. V& dén tu gia T Lan,
Ngoc Dung duoc coi cin nha xinh xin bén rimg, nai vang ngo
ngac bén sudi cua doi uyén wong Hiép-Lan dang duogc sta
sang. Lan sau t6i San Jose chic Ngoc Dung s€ dugc hop ban
tai “nha TS Lan “bén chiéc cau soi nude” tho mong nay.

Chiéu d6, T6 Lan lai chd Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung dén dén
Tran Thi Ngoc Dung va cing nhau t6i nha Lé Dung va anh
Thanh. O d6 da c6 cip Hién-My. Chung minh duoc thudng
thirc sip mang cua, trao tdm, nem chua rat ngon, trai dao cay
trong vuon vira ron vira ngot nhu bixali. Lé Dung va “Ngoc
Dung Tran” hoc véi “Ngoc Dung Nguyén” tir D¢ That Trung
Vuong Ha Noi va nhiéu 16p hoc tu Anh, Phap, Toan dén hét
dé to Trung Vuong Sai Gon thi ké sang Ban Sinh Ngir , ké di
Ban Toan hay Van Vat. Tai nha Lé Dung, Ngoc Dung lay
bang cassette va ban nhac “Mgt Thudé Trung Vuong” cung cac
ban tap hat mdt cach rat nghiém chinh. Budi tdi, cap My-Hién
cho Ngoc-Dung qué giang vé nha ba chi Minh Tam. Mong
rang mot ngay khong xa Ngoc Dung s& trd lai hop ban tai nha
Lé Dung va xem cdy thong ciia anh Thanh dugc udn tia cong
phu, my thuat va hoan tat voi hinh hai Ba Trung cudi voi cd
linh hau can.

Chiéu thir sau 1 thang 7, 2001, Ngoc Dung cing chi
Truong Anh Thuy*®®!, Nha Tho Dién Nghi va Kim Dai, dugc
anh Pham Nguyén Khoi, Téng Thu Ky Hoi Cuu Hoc Sinh Chu
Vin An dua di Sacramento. Cac ban ciing nén biét nang Kim

16[5] Truong Anh Thuy: Trung Vuong khoa 1950-1957. Giam
Doc Nha Xuat Ban Canh Nam tai Virginia, tac gia tap tho Gui Mua
Cho Nang, Truong Ca Loi Me Ru va tap truyén ngan Anh Mat.
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Pai vira tré thanh phu nhan Vii Manh Phat*’®!, Hoi Truong
Hoi Ai Hitu Cyu Hoc Sinh Chu Vin An, Bic California.

Vé Thi Si Dién Nghi, Ngoc Dung d4 duoc gip tir thud con
hoc B¢ Tam Trung Vuong va da ting nghe tho Dién Nghi qua
Muc Tao Dan cua Dai Phat Thanh Sai Gon. Thud ay, Nha
Vin Vin Quang, mdi 1an muén dén choi nha Ngoc Dung phai
ri mot hay hai nguoi ban di cliing trong sé d6 c6 Dién Nghi,
dé 6ng bd ba bo nang khoi nghi ngd con gai c6 chuyén riéng
tu voi ai... Ngoc Dung con nhé nha tho X Hué c6 doi mit
trong xanh, mo mang vdi cdp 16ng mi dai cong vut. Bay gio
anh van con phang phit dang nét d6. Vira gap lai, toi da nhan
rangay chang thi si Dién Nghi ctia Nti Ngu Song Huong ngay
Xua, tay bat mat mung.

Tai Sacramento, tit ca duoc Nha Vian Nhat Thinh*®l va
phu nhén la Trung Vuong Khué Dung gidi thi€u trong mot
budi ‘hop mat dong dao. Tat ca cac mén an ngon miéng hém
d6 déu do Khué Dung lam ca. Trong dip nay, Ngoc Dung gip
lai Trung Vuong Do Thi Xinh, va Van Thi ST Hoang Ngoc
Lién'°€l va nhiéu vin, thi, nghé si, than hitu trong ving...

Bubi sang Tién Dai Hoi Trung Vuong 6 thang 7, 2001, tai
nha anh My va Vii Thi Hién, Ngoc Dung va cac ban dugc nghe
Ha Duong Thi Quyén giang thién, tap ngdi im khong suy nghi
gl c4, dé tam than thoat khoi dau oc, bay bong tdi mot cdi vo
vi, vO hinh, v thudong nao. Nhung chi mdt phut sau Ngoc
Dung d3 nghe tiéng chim hét ngoai vudn va di nhdm mat van
hinh dung nang vang chan hoa trong san, buém tring luon bay

17[6]Va Manh Phat cé bat hiéu Kim Vi, tac gia tap tho Tinh Anh
Nhu Thé Day.

18[7] Nha Vin Nhat Thinh va Khué Dung 1a dong tac gia tap
truyén, Puong Xudi Néo Nguroc, Nhing Diéu Trong Thdy, Nguoi
Vé Tir Tran Dia.

19[8] Van Thi ST Hoang Ngoc Lién: tac gia tap tho Khung Troi
Tuong Nho, truyén dai Podn Qudn Mii Do, Tuyén Lira Dau, Vién
Ban Cugi Cung...
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trén nhitg cum hoa twoi thim du mau... Quyén I “anh chong
sdu vo ” trong bén nam dé nhat cip Trung Vuong cua chung
minh. Ngoc Dung la “v¢” thir nam, Kim Dung (¢ Indonesia
bay gio) 1a “vo” thir sdu, Ngoc Diép 1a “vo” thir may ctia “hin”
héa cac ban? Vii Thi Hién truée cude di cu nim 1954, nha &
ddi dién Vi Ngoc Di¢p Hang Than. Hién van con nhé Di¢p!

Tai nha Vi Thi Hién, Tién Dai Hoi San Jose hém do,
khach duogc chi nha va Van Phung cho ném nhiéu moén chay
rat hop canh thién, ngon hon ca mén man. N6i nao ndi d6
ngét ngu, vi dai. Mua mot, nha chua ung hd gép do1, nén ca
nhom co thé hop an méy bita khong hét.

Buodi chiéu Tién Pai Hoi dugc cac ban nién khoa 1952-
1959 viing San Jose t6 chuc tai nha 6ng ba chii tiém an vé huu
Chan & Trinh. Cac ban va Ngoc Dung duge dn com tdy sang
trong, gap nhiéu ban hoc cing khoa, cing 16p. C6 ddu méi
Kim Pai dem theo mét cudn lvu niém Trung Vuong xua cil.
Céc ban xum xit tranh nhau xem, tiu tit chup hinh chyup anh.
Chung minh dau s¢ tudi ba ndi ba ngoai! Co miy cyu nit sinh
Trung Vuong chua 1én chirc nay nhi? Ngoc Dung nho chang
Phat ctia nang Dai chup cho moi ngudi nhidu hinh Panorama,
va da chon in anh dep nhat guri ting cac ban. Tai day ciing
nhu tai nha Lé Dung va Vil Thi Hién, nhém 1952-1959 lai
cung tap hat bai “Mot Thué Trung Vwong”, dé trinh dién
Ngay Pai Hoi. Ngoc Dung dem theo cudn bang, van lén vai
1an dé cac ban hat theo. Hai chua, tip dong ca nhu thé day!

Sau khi rdi nha Nguyén Thi Trinh, méac du da khuya, Ngoc
Dung con theo xe cua cdp uyén wong Mong Thu, Ngo6 Hung,
nha tho kiém ngém si, cung Minh Nguy¢t t6i nha Tran Ngoc
Tram. Noi déy la liét thirc dn d6 udng, dong dao tip nap cac
ban nién khoa 1954-1961.

Chiéu ngay 7 thang 8, 2001, Pai Hoi Trung Vuong Bac
Cali d3 duoc t chue long trong tai mot khach san 10n ctia San
Jose v61 dong dao hon 600 nguoi tham dy.  Sau phan nghi le
chao mimng m& dau, dén phan gidi thiéu ban chap hanh, ban t6
chirc hung hau va gidgi thiéu cac gido su trong d6 c6 Gido Su



NON NUOC DA VANG 139

Nguyén Thi Ninh tir Sai Gon téi. Phan van nghé tiép theo véi
dé tai Trung Viong Theo Dong Thoi Gian, khéi sy tir nhitng
budc chan oai hing ciia Hai Ba tai dit Mé Linh téi Trung
Vuong Ha Noi, Trung Vuong Sai Gon, Trung Vuong Hai
Ngoai. Céc tiét muc nao ciing déu c6 ¥ nghia tinh thay tro,
ban hiru, xa hdi, van hoa, lich st...

Chung minh phai hanh dién, ban t6 chic da ding bai tho
“Ao Lam Ngam Ngui” cia Nguyén Thi Sdm (nién khoa1952-
59), trong nhidu man trinh dién that cam dong. Ngudi Trung
Vuong nao khong ngadm ngui luyén tiéc cai thoi dé that ngay
tho roi dén nhirng 16p 16n dam thim mong mo. Nguyén Thi
Sam 1a mot cay tho Trung Vuong, hoc dé tam va dé nhi “C”,
1957-1959. Hién nay, nang van & Sai Gon, thinh thoang giri
tho cho cac ban hai ngoai. Chiing minh chuyén tho cia Sam
t6i cac dic san Trung Vuong khip noi.

Trong phan vin nghé cua tirng nién khoa, 16 nang Trung
Vuong trong 4o dai lam trang trong, dai dién nhom Trung
Vuong 1952-1959, nhu trong hinh thtr tu ké trén, 1én san khiu
hao hing dong ca bai “Mot Thud Trung Vuong”. Tuan va
Khiém chua nghe, chua tap bai hat nay 1an nao ciing bi cac ban
day 1én hat cho dong vui. Vai ban thiy dong qué, khong 1én
san khau nira. C6 I8 cac ban cling nhu Ngoc Dung, déu hoi hop
vi 12 myc khoi dau chuong trinh vin nghé ting nién khoa.
Nhung nhin ré Trung Vuong, Nhac Si Nhat Bang han hoan
danh nhip dudi san khiu, cic ban yén tri 16n va hao himg hat.
Nhac si tac gia tuoi cuoi co vé hai long voi tiéng nhac, 101 ca rd
rang, déu nhip. Ching minh duoc v tay hoan nghénh ram ro
ké ccung khong qua dang. Ngoc Dung dé dugc cac ban gui cho
mAy tdm hinh chyp man trinh dién lich str nay lam ky niém.

Céc ban bén nha mudn xem day du chuong trinh ngay Dai
Hoi Trung Vuong Bic Cali ay, hdy tim xem Video. Ngoc
Dung khong ngan ngai gui ting cac ban néu ngudi “nha nude

a” khong vor doi kiém duyét va tich thu xem choi.

Ngoai cac ban néu tén tir ddu thu nay, trong dai hoi, Ngoc
Dung con gap nhiing nguoi dep khac cua chung ta nhu Bao
Quynh, Hong Hy, Tran Thi Thao, Ping Luong Quyén... va
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chup chung vdi C6 Ninh, C6 Nai cung céc ban khac. C6 Ninh
tir Sai Gon sang du Pai Hoi Trung Vuong 1an thir hai. Ngoc
Dung da dugc gap c¢6 Nai va chup hinh véi c6 tai dai hoi Trung
Vuong Houston, nam 2000. C6 Nai trong con tré nhu hoc tro.
Céc ban oi, hiy stra soan va diém trang dé canh tranh véi cd
Nai chu!

Ngoai 3 lan Pai Hoi Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Pén ving
nha, Ngoc Dung di di du Pai Hoi Houston hai 1an, Nam Cali
hai 14n, Toronto vao thang 4, va San Jose vao thang 7 nim
ngoai, 2001 nhu da ké trén. Chuyén di du Pai Hoi Trung
Vuong-Chu Van An Toronto vui that 1a vui. Mot doan 15
nguoi, Thanh Minh, Thai Phuong, Tuyét Lé, Lé Thi Ngoc,
Minh Chtc, Minh Tam, Bach Tuyét, T Nhat, Van Trang va
phu quin Té Thé, Tudng Hué va phu quan Nhat Bang cing
Ngoc Dung da thué mét cai mini-bus véi tai xé, rong rudi tir
Tysons Corner, Virginia t6i Tonronto. An, hat, hét sudt doc
duong khong biét mét. Ngoc Dung chua ¢ cude di choi nao
v6i cac ban ma vui dén thé! Phai doan ciing di dem bai “Mot
Thué Trung Vuong” di “ddm” x& nguoi 1an thir nhét va dugc
dai hoi vo tay tan thuong nhiét liét. Théy cO truong cti, ban
xua nhét dinh phai khuyén khich nhau roi! Trén dudng vé,
phai doan ¢ Hilton Hotel nhin xuéng Thac Niagara. Tha bo
ngim thac nén tho va chup hinh ky niém bén nhau that quyén
luyén, than thwong. T4t ca vin mong mdi, thém mudn cling
nhau di choi nira.

Céc ban biét khong? Ngay 4 thang 8 nim nay, 2002 Pai
Hoi Trung Vuong Ao Xanh Tao Ngg Nam California s& dugc
t6 chuc 16n 1am tai Hyatt Regency Hotel gan Disneyland Park
déy. Cac ban bén d6 s€ c6 hau dai hoi voi hai chuyén di choi
Las Vegas va Mexico mot hay hai ngay ma gia chi c6 $70 My
Kim ca xe ¢g, an 6. Ré qua di thoi! Gi chu di choi va ¢ ban
bé 1a ¢c6 Ngoc Dung. Di nhién Ngoc Dung du tinh s€ di. S¢&
viét va email chia sé niém vui Dai Hoi v6i cac ban qué nha.
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Ciing chua hét chuyén Dai Hoi dau, Trung Vuong Hoa
Thinh Pbn dang du tinh td chirc Pai Hoi Ky Niém 10 nam
sinh hoat vao thang 4, 2003, tai mot khach san sang trong.
Hau dai hoi co thé 1a mot chuyén di du thuyén vai ngay lénh
dénh song, bién, may troi, tha ho lam tho, viét van. Nghe ma
ham! Chua di d4 thdy vui rdi! Cac ban dé danh tién va ngay
nghi tir bay gio di! Ngoc Dung mong cac ban & Viét Nam
ciing t6 chirc duoc nhitng Pai Hoi Trung Vuong hop véi hoan
canh, dé co dip gip g& vui choi ci md, gat bé vai khoanh
khic lo 4u phién mudn do thoi thé xoay van, cudc doi bién ddi
da gay nén.

Cac ban than mén, 1au lau khong gip, khong hoi thim
nhau vi hoan canh, vi khong gian, thoi gian cach tro, nhung
tinh bang hiru déng nién, dong mon thin 4i vin cat giir trong
mot goc tim ém 4i, mot noi rat than tién, mo mong, khi dugc
dip hdi ng0, lai mé ctra ngd tam tinh, xao xuyén 6n ky niém
than thuong. Nhip sdng s& lai ron rang, khoé ra, tré lai dé thém
strc hién ngang di hét duong doi. Con hién dién trén trai dit,
con mudn duoc nhin thdy nhau trong bdi hoi, luu luyén. Dai
hoi 13 noi ching minh duoc gip nhau dong vui nhat, phai
khong?

Hen thu sau s€ c¢6 thém chuyén Trung Vuong Hai Ngoai
va mong duoc nghe chuyén Trung Vuong Qudc Noi ciia cac
ban diy. Cho Ngoc Dung va Trung Vuong bén nay gui 101
hoi tham va chuc tt ca quy thay c6 va cac ban bén dy duoc
binh yén, nhiéu sirc khoe dé trong chau noi, chau ngoai cho
vui ctra vui nha. Hy vong chung minh s€ cung dugc tham dy
nhiéu Pai Hoi Trung Vuong trong tuong lai.

Than Inén,
Nguyen Thi Ngoc Dung
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Hinh #2 hang trudec: K1m Dal Van Phung, Nguyen T T4,
Ha Duong T. Quyén, Luong T. Ngh¢, L¢ Dung, Thiy Ai,
Tran T. Ngoc Dung. Hang sau: Vi Thi Hién va
Nguyén T. Ngoc Dung.

H‘Inh.#3, hang truée: Hong Diép, Ngoc Tram, Thanh Lan, Manh
Quang. Hang sau: Cao My Nhan, Bui T. Que, Ngo Thuy Ai,
Kim Dai, Minh Nguyét.

Hinh #4, hang truéc: Kim Béo, Nguyén T. Trinh,
Tran T. Ngoc Dung, Mong Thu, Vii Thi Hién.
Hang sau: Luong Thi Ngh¢, Nguyén T. Ngoc Dung,
Nguyén Thi T6, T6 Lan, L¢é Dung.
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Hang trude: Thay Ai, Nguyén Thi Trinh, T6 Lan, Nguyén Ngoc
Dung, Ha Duong Quyén, Ngo Bich Van. Hang sau: Bao Quynh,
Kim Tuan, Vii Thi Hién, Tran Ngoc Dung, Nguyén Thi T, Kim
bai.

Hang quy: Pham Thi Thao, Ngoc Dung, Manh Quang. Ngbi
gitta: Gido su Dinh Thi Nai. Gido su Pham Thi Ninh. Hang
dung: Van Phung, Thién Huong, T6 Lan, Vii Thi Hién, Thuy
Ai, Kim Dai, Tran Bich Van, Nguyén Thi T4, Minh Nguyét,
Thanh Lan, Mong Thu, ..., Bui Thi Qué.
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Minh Chuc, Ha Duong Quyén, Bui Thi Qué, Lé Dung,
Chau Ha, Vii Thi Khiém, Tudong Hué, Bach Tuyét,
Ngoc Dung, Kim Dai, Vi Thi Hién, Tran Ngoc Dung,
Minh Nguyét, T6 Lan, Kim Tuan, Thai Phuong.
Nhac si Nhat Bang diéu khién (1)
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LAC VAO KHUNG TRANH

Thong thuong, mdi Chu Nhat, hon 8 gid 6ng xa t6i méi
day an sang va doc bao roi 10 hay 11 gid di 18 nha tho. Hom
nay, méi 7 gid chang da phai tung chin day theo dong hd bao
thirc, va rira mat danh rang ngay, khong c6 thoi gio vudn vai,
vin minh 1am may ctr dong gian gan, gian cot.

7 gio 15 chang d chinh t& ngdi xe 1ai di nha tho, chang
kip ubng ly ca phé. Bai toi dd hen chang 9 gio 30 chung t6i
s& di xem trién 1am Beyond The Frame tai Vién Bao Tang
Corcoran Gallery of Art°l trong Washington, D.C. Tai lo
dén muon s& phai dau xe xa va phai xép hang dai vao cira thi
mat cong va mét cai than com.

Hon 8 gid rudi Robert da tré vé, toi con ué odi ludi biéng
trong cai 40 choang mau hdng va lep xep d6i dép vai cung
mau. Phong ngu cta ching t6i toan mau héng ma li! Ciing
boi vi birc tranh (34 x 43”) cua Hoa Si Nguyén Trung treo
trén tuong, dau _giuong ngu. Buc tranh mang tén Man Hong
(1971)! Mau hdng pastel phon phét ciia birc man trong tranh
nhe nhang bay v6i mai toc thé clia nguoi thiéu nit cé bd nguc
chanh cém dé tran. Tac gia birc tranh, nguoi ban thu tir thud
hoc trd xa xua, da tang toi trude khi t6i roi Sai Gon nam 1972.
Théang 6 nam 2000, Hoa S Nguyén Trung sang My choi, da
cung Hoa si Pinh Cudng dén nha t6i tham hai birc tranh cta

20[1] 500 Seventeenth Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20006-4804.
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: ‘Q Man Hong, (1971),
) ‘} tranh son dau
tff , NGUYEN TRUNG

Thiéu Ni

DPéi Khan (1971),
Tranh son dau
NGUYEN TRUNG.
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anh. Btc tranh tht hai 16n hon, c6 tén Thiéu Nit Déi Khan
(1971), t6i 33 mua trong trién 1dm tai phong tranh Dolce Vista
cta Khach san Continental cach day 32 nam.

Hoa Si Nguyén Trung sinh ndm 1940 tai S6c Trang. Tur
nam 1959 dén nam 1989 Nguyén Trung c6 nhiéu trién 1am ca
nhan va tham gia céc trién 1dm khac trong nuoc, Paris,
Singapore, Tokyo, San Francisco. Tai Sai Gon, Nguyén
Trung duoc gidi huy chuong bac nam 1960, va huy chuong
vang nam 1963. Hoa si cling c6 tranh suu tap tai Bao Tang
My Thuat Viét Nam, Singapore; Bao Tang Bassano del
Grappa, Y Pai Loi; cac suu tap tu nhan tai Singapore, Nhat
Ban, Héng Kong, Pai Loan, Phap, Ptrc, Ha Lan, Anh, Thuy
Si, Y Pai Loi, Hoa Ky, Gia Na Pai...

Tro lai budi sang vo chong toi di xem trién 1dm Beyond
The Frame. T6i nudng banh ngot va pha coffee cho hai nguoi.
Robert ty lam thém mat bat oatmeal (Ita mach) nong véi sira.
Ngay nao chang ciing an duoc nhu thé. Téi thi chiu, tréng cai
bat oatmeal nhu cam cho heo in, ching hip dan chat nao,
nhung b6 1am déy cac cu a.

Con nira gio dé stra soan. An sang xong, toi chi kip nghe
loang thoang TV ndi may tham hiém Spirit Rover da dap
xuong hoa tinh sang sém hém nay, 01/04/2004, lac nguoi
mién dong con dang say gidc ndng. Tuy néng ndy mudn xem
Spirit Rover kham pha dugc nhirng gi trén hoa tinh cho nguoi
ha gioi xem, toi mién cudng vao phong trang diém chut phan
hdng, son nhat. TV bao thoi tiét hom nay mua phun va s¢ [én
t61 hon 60 d6 F. Mua dong nhu vay la am lam d6i v&i mién
Dong Bac Hoa Ky. Toi chon mic cai quan mau xam véi Cal
40 len mém, mong, mau ruou chat. Robert ciing mic b quan
a0 len nhe mau xam. Khi ra té1 cua, chang khoéac thém cai ao
blouson mong mau den.

Nhin Ién tro1 ¢ vé am u, nhung phia xa ung chat may
hong, t6i mac thém cai a0 khoac da d6 mua xuan va bo cay du
nho vao vi xach. Tbi lai xe. Ong xa t6i chi duong. Khac han
ngdy lam viéc gio nay xe ndi dudi nhau ket ctg, Toll Road
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267 hém nay thénh thang ving vé. Hai bén dudng, cy tro
tryi 13, cé vang tia khd. Chi c6 loai thong van hién ngang xanh
ron trong bang gia mua déng. Vai hat mua 1dm tim dau kinh
xe. Nét mat tuoi rang, Robert nhin sang to1 ddm dudi, va bon
cli sao lai, chang dua tay t6i 1én moi hon:

“Anh rit sung sudng, chung minh c6 date voi nhau hém
nay. Anh cam thdy nhu ngiy ching ta méi quen nhau. | love
you, baby.”

Ong x4 t6i nhu vay do, s& sudt doi goi toi baby. L& di
nhién t6i ciing phai dap 1 chang bang cau: “Me t00.”

ba lau, ching t61 khong di tham cac vién bao tang trong
D.C. vi t6i khong thay c6 trién 1dm nao dang chu ¥, hay vi toi
ban an com nha vac bao Co Thom, di dy cac bu01 ra mat sach,
cac sinh hoat cong dong Viét Nam, gan nhu mdi tudn, nén ddi
khi quén rang minh dang séng trong xa hoi Hoa Ky ching?
Chi mot thang d6i lan chiing t6i rung-rang, rung-ré di tiém an,
di movie. Chiing t6i dinh chiéu nay di xem phim Cold
Mountain, dua theo tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng cua Charles Frazier’s
va do Nicole Kidman va Renée Zellweger 2112 ¢ong. Téi thich
xem nhiing phim dya theo mét tac pham hay, hoic dya theo
truyén that. Chang toi cling dinh sau movie s& di an toi tai
tiém My nao d6 trong Reston Town Center gan nha.

Nhung khuya hom qua, t6i bdng thiy trén TV noi vé trién
Iam Beyond the Frame, nhiing tuong canh ba chiéu (Paintings
in three-dementions), dugc tao dung y hét tranh cuia
Renoir22[3], Monet®™ | Manet?*P! | Van Gogh?®! ... T6i ho
hoan Robert cht1 y vao TV dé lay chi tiét.

Cong trinh tac twong theo tranh nay 1 ciia mot diéu khac
gia ngudi My ma t6i chua nghe ra 13 ai. Nguoi xem c6 thé di

21[2] Ngay 29 thang 2, 2004, Renee Zellweger dugc giai Oscar
véi vai nit, phu trong phim Cold Mountain.

22[3] Pierre-August Renoir, danh hoa An Tuong Phép, 1841-1919.
23[4] Claude Monet , danh hoa An Tugng Phép, 1840-1926.
24[5] Edouard Manet, danh hoa An Tugng Phap, 1832-1883
25[6] Vincent Van Gogh, danh hoa Hoa Lan, 1853-1890
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vao birc tranh s& mo cac burc tuong, co thé nam 1én givong
trong The Bed Room ctia Vincent Van Gogh, ¢6 thé mon trén
d6i vai ndn na cua c6 nang Olympia ctia Edouard Manet, hay
1én tau du Luncheon of the Boating Party ctia Pierre-Auguste
Renoir. Tuong c6 kich thudc ngudi that moéi hap din chu!
T61 dang nao nuc lai giat minh nghe TV noi ngay mai, Chu
nhat 4 thang 1, 2004 1a ngay trién lam cudi cing.

Khong mot hai chi nita, t6i quyét dinh ra Robert di xem
céi trién 1am méi la chua nghe, chua thay bao gio, va ngay
sang hom sau 13 ngay trién 1am chot.

Hinh nhu ai da thich tranh, di thich v& déu mé tranh 4n
tuong, Impressionism, mot loai tranh phat xuét tir cac danh
hoa Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edouard Manet, Claude Monet...
cudi thé ky 19 cua Phap.

Lan dau tién dat chan t6i Paris cach ddy gan 30 nam, toi
da doi Robert dua t6i Vién Bao Tang Jeu de Paume dé xem
tAn mat nhitng brc tranh thiét cuia cac danh hoa trén va nhiéu
tén tudi siéu viét khac. Téi di hoc vé méy nam, vac gia vé to
hon ngudi, bude thip bude cao vai cai portefolio tir Brussels
sang Bonn r6i vé Virginia, ciing vi mé man nhiing birc tranh
an tuong c6 stc quyén ri manh liét. Bay gio, t6i ddm bd di
lung cai hoi hudng, mau sic d6 ciing chang co gi la.

Qua Toll Booth, tram 19 phi, khong phai ngumg tra tién vi
xe ¢6 gan Smart Tag, thé tu dong tinh tién nhu dién thoai, toi
lay Xa Lo 66. Xe chay mét 1o téi Cau Theodore Roosevelt
bic ngang Song Potomac, vao dia phan Washington, D.C.
Bén trdi, Kennedy Center, nha hat 16n nhit ving thu d6, lam
toan bang d4 tring, trang Ltrong toa lac bén bo song, noi vg
chong toi da tham dy nhiéu budi hoa nhac va xem nhiéu vo
kich trong d6 c6, Cats, Miss Saigon... Toi hoi Robert:

“Gan day anh khong thdy c6 budi hoa nhac hay vé kich
nao dang cht y ha?”

“U” ! Anh khong thay gi thich ca ngoai trir nhitng vo
kich, nhirng budi trinh dién ching minh da col 101.”

‘Qua Watergate, dia danh tai tiéng, gan lién voi tén Tong
Théng Nixon, xe di vao vai duong mét chiéu, vong phai, vong
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trai, Corcoran Museum ¢ géc Puong 17 va BPuong New York.
Chung t6i di thém hai quing thi kiém duoc chd dau xe cung
phia v6i vién bdo tang. Lac dac trén he vai nguoi di bd cung
hudng voi chung t6i. Khong khi thom mat, 4m 4p. Tat ca nhimg
suy nghi, nhitng chuong trinh 1am viéc thuong xuyén déu ra
khoéi bo 6c¢ chat choi, t61 cam théy khoan khoai la thuong. Hoa
Pensees tim, vang nd tuoi tot trong nhitng chau xi-mang 16n
trude mot cong so cd kinh ciing nhu nhirng tda nha khéac hai
bén duong. Pensees trong mong manh nho bé nhung 1a loai
hoa c6 thé nd trong mua dong ciia ving thu d6 nay.

Tir xa, ching t6i da thay twong mot cip nam nit khong 16
Oom nhau trong dang khiéu vii dugc dung bén ngoai vién bao
tang. Cap tuong gidng mot tranh ctia Pierre-Auguste Renoir,
duoc dat trén mot nén da cao. Toi doan cap tuong nay thudc
trién 1am Beyond The Frame. Dén gan, dau toi chi toi chan
cdp twong ma cé 18 cao nhu tugng Davis bang thach cao tring
(c6 cai dum by todng teng), toi di timg ngdm nghia k¥ ludng
tai vién bao tang Florence bén Y.

Vira 1én khoi buc thém dé trang vao vién bao tang, to1 da
thidy mot diy nguoi dang dimg chd. Toi tuong phai xép hang
sau ho, nhung nhan vién trat ty trong déng phuc den tring
chinh t&, lich su d3 1& phép chao va dua tay moi chiing t6i vao.
Hanh lang bao tang vién that cao, that rong, cot da ngao nghé,
trang nghiém. Chung tdi mua vé %7 | 14y chwong trinh, ban
dd khu trién 1am va theo bang chi dan 1én lau. Béic thang va
turong déu bang cAm thach tring, mat ruoi, sing sua anh sang
thién nhién tir mai kinh trén cao toa xudng. Téi chot nhé toi
nhitng bac thang tdi tim, chat hep ciia Vién Bao Tang Louvre
& Paris, khai om nhitng mui xa ué. Khong biét bay gid con
vay khong?

Doc qua chuong trinh, t6i duoc biét trién 1dm Beyond The
Frame 1a cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. Ngoai cai tén, t6i chua

26[7] Vé thuong: $5. Vé cao nién: $4. Ve sinh vién, hoc sinh:
$3. Tré em dudi 12 tudi: mién phi.
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c6 tai liéu vé tiéu sir cta nha diéu khic. Nhung tur tir, ha hoi
t6i s& doc va viét lai hau qui vi.

Tuong canh dau tién chung t6i duoc xem 1a On Poppied
Hill?"® ciia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dung theo hai burc tranh
mang tén Woman With a Parasol (1875) va Poppy Field at
Argenteuil (1873) cia Claude Monet. Tuong 1a hinh anh ba
vo Monet trong may 16p xiém y mau xanh nhat, d6i mii rong
vanh, mdt che voan moéng, tay givong cay du va diung trén
ngon doi co xanh, ryc r& hoa Poppies do, lua thua hoa tim,
hoa vang. Thap bén chan ba 1a cu con trai doi mii va mac bo
d6 chén mau gan gidng mau vay 4o cua ba me.

Thuo xua, phu nit qui toc ludn luén che du, gitr lan da min
mang, trang hong. Neu khong bat budc, dan ba khong gidi
nang, dim mua so mat vé dep quy phai. Khong nhu bay gio,
nguoi ta nudng da dudi mat troi, dudi anh dén nhan tao, hanh
ha da dén cai do lam cho da bi ung thu.

Trong tranh Woman With a Parasol, Claude Monet v€ can
gan ca than hinh ba vo che du va cdu con trai trén doi c6 khong
hoa Poppies. Trong tranh Poppies at Argenteuil, Monet vé&
hinh 4nh vo con xa xa trén ddi hoa Poppies d6 ménh mong.
Nha diéu khic J. Seward Johnson, Jr. khong thé b qua hoa
Poppies nén da cho hoa do vao tuong canh On Poppied Hill
cua Ong.

T6i chu y va biét t6i loai hoa do nay tir khi dugc xem tranh
Monet tai vién bao tang Paris va doc bai tho “In Flanders
Fields” 28! trén bao Stars and Stripes cua Quan Poi Hoa Ky
khi chiing t6i & Bi. Bai tho viét 1én 15i cac linh hén tir trdn
trén nhiing canh dong Poppies mau dé méu.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row 2°10]

27[8] Xin xem hinh trong but ky Theo D4u Chan An Twong.
28[9]“In Flanders Fields” cua Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae:
1872-1918.

29[10] Tam Minh Ngb Tang Giao dich: “Chén day chién dia
Flanders, Hoa anh-tuc no nén tho giang cing”
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.I.f.ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Femme a I’ombrelle — Mme. Monet et son fils (1875): Claude Monet.
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Robert dé dua toi di Normandy, Phap Quoc va Bastogne,
Vuong Qudc Bi vao nhitng mua xuan dé viéng Nghia Trang
Chién Si Hoa Ky tir tran trong thé chién thir hai. Hinh nhu
linh hén nguoi tir trdn con phang phat trén canh dong PoppieS
da tung loang mau do cua ho. T6i ngdm ngui chanh nghi dén
nhitng than ngudi da guc nga trén chién truong mién Nam bén
troi qué huong minh. Birc tugng ngudi chién si %Y gac nghia
trang Quan Poi Bién Hoa bi giat do, va than xac ngudi linh
ciing khong duoc ndm yén trong nhirng nim mo.

Tuong pham cua Piéu Khic Gia J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
duge duc biang dong, dugc son v& gidng hét nhu nhiing birc
tranh nguyén thuy. Trong tranh Claude Monet, c6 che chan
ngudi dan ba va dira bé. Nguoi ta chi nhin thiy bé mit birc
tranh. Trong tugng canh, Johnson, Jr. phai dlic tugng véi toan
thé chiéu cao than hinh, vay 4o, mi, khan, du. Vach co ra,
ngudi ta s& nhin d6i chan mang gidy ctia Ba Monet...

Khach thuong 1am di xung quanh nhin ngim duoc ting
chi tiét ca bon phia. Diém tai tinh 1am toi sitng so, thd hit ra,
la manh voan che mat Ba Monet, trong that mong, that nhe, va
nhu dang bay theo chiéu gio.

Sau Poppied Hill, chung t6i 1én liu coi twong pham
Oriental Fan cua Johnson, Jr. duc va son theo tranh La
Japonaise (1876) cua Claude Monet v& Camille, ba vg ong
trong ao kimono gam théu mau do6 va dang muia quat. Cac chi
tiét ti mi va mau sic clia 4o, toc, quat, san, tuong dugc giir rat
trung thanh voi tranh. Tuy nhién, san, tuong bi gidi han, va
nhiéu hinh quat treo trén tudng, hay nam trén san va bi cat boi
khung tranh Monet. Trong tuong pham Johnson, Jr. phai lam
tuong va san cao, dai rong hon, va tat ca nhitng cai quat déu
€0 hinh nguyén ven. Khi nguoi thuong 1am budce qua bén tay
trai cua tugng thi dugc nhin thay tdm kimono mé rong dé ho
d6i chan tran, tring mudt clia trong ma trong tranh ciia Claude

30[11] Burc twong Thuong Tiéc ciua diéu khic gia Nguyén
Thanh Thu.
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Monet ngudi ta chi thdy tim kimono che kin ngudi mau. Tri
tudng tuong cuia nha diéu khac Johnson rat phong ph.

La Japonnaise (1876) Orléntal Fan
Claude Monet J. Seward Jonhson, Jr.

Qua tugng Camille mua quat, ching t6i di vao can phong
am &p dudi anh dén lu mo cua c6 nang Olympia voi y phuc
Eva, pho bay tam than hdp din, ndn na trén givong phu khin
gém théu, tua vang ma J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dat tén la
Confrontational Vulnerability, dugc dtc vé theo buc tranh
Olympia (1863) ctua Edouard Manet. Burc tranh nay 1a mot
cudc cach mang tai tiéng thoi do, vi Manet dé ngang nhién
pho bay than hinh Olympia trin nhu nhong. O twgng pham,
d6i go bdng dao cua nang cing ddy véi diém nhil hoa tuoi
hong. Ban tay trai ciia nang dat trén phan kin d4do dudi bung.
Chan trai x0 trong chiée dép cao got va vat chéo qua chan mat
tudt ra khoi chiéc dép kia nam trén ném.
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Ngudi thuong ngoan c6 quyén so moé tam than nga ngoc
ctia Olympia. Nhung khong ai lac dy lam viéc d6 ma chi chup
hinh nang lia lia véi ca flash. D¢ 1a diéu trai nguoc khi nguoi
ta xem tranh & nhirng trién 13m khac. Mot bong hong duogc
cai bén trai mai téc mau hat dé sda vai Olympia. Nang deo
hoa tai hat trai va cai c6 ba ngan dugc that diy no nhung den
véi mot hat trai hinh giot nude. Cudm tay deo vong vang, voi
hat d4 den. D6i moi cong chum chim cudi. P6i miat mo rong
nhu nhin nguoi bude vao phong. Du6i chén nang, con meo
den cong cai dudi dai, tron tron doi mit sang quic nhu de doa
ngudi khach dang tién lai gan. Bén trai cai givdng, ngudi nit
nd ti map map, da déng den, dang khiim num dang nir chu
nhan mot bo hoa tréng, tim, do, chéc 1a cia ké 4i mo Olympia.

Ban ghé trong phong theo kiéu Louis XV ma khach vao
xem c6 thé ngdi nghi chan... Tuong treo man nhung xanh
dam, c6 mang 13 g mun d6, c6 mang duoc v& nhu gidy
hoa, mau sic tiép voi back ground nau do trong tranh cua
Edouard Manet.

Trén san trai tham Trung Pong. Cura ra vao treo manh
manh bang hat thuy tinh mau do, den, vang lam cho can phong
ctia nguoi dep thém phan huyén d0. Khung tranh Olympia cua
Manet bi cit & mot gdc cai giudong, mdt goc cai goi, va mot
phan tua khan giai givong, nguoi ta khong nhin thdy chan
givdng va gm giuong. Nhung twong pham Confrontational
Vulnerability ctia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. cho ngudi ta thay tat
ca cac chi tiét d6 va co thé di xung quanh cai givdng, di sau
lung nguoi nir ti phyuc phich trong bd 40, vay may 16p rong
thung thinh. Khach thudng 1dm c6 thé ding sau Olympia va
ghé gan nang xem bong hoa gin trén toc nang 13 hoa gi. To6i
doan 1a hoa tra mau do. Madame au Camélia Rouge chang?

Anh sang tir chum den pha 1€ trén tran toa xuong tam than
nga ngoc, ngdn ngdn, tring mubt. Co ai thém thudng, khao
khat cai chi chi... khong nhi?

Ra khoi phong Olympia, t61 héi nhé Robert:

“Nhin c6 nang Olympia, anh c6 hing gi khong?”
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“Anh khong c6 hing vai tugng.” Robert do mat tra 161 va bop
chat ban tay trai cua t6i. Cai nhan can vao ngén tay lam toi
dau diéng va kéu lén oai 04i, chang mai chiu budng tay toi.

Olympia (1863): Edouard Manet
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T6i khong mang theo may hinh dé chup anh, ciing khong
nhé duoc hét nhitng 10i chd thich gin trén tuong cia ting tac
pham. Tbi bao Robert ngdi xuéng mot cai ghé, giir cho toi
cai 40 khoac, t6i di nhu bay xudng tiém ban hang ky niém,
mua mot cai disposal camera va mot quyén catalogue cua
trién 1dm Beyond The Frame. Tbi lo khi xem xong mé&i mua
sach thi hét tiéu mat. Nhung c6 ban hang néi ho c6 nhiéu lim.

Sau khi ¢6 nhitng thir can dung trong tay, t6i lai di nhu gi6
lén lau roi cing Robert vao thim twong canh If It Were
Time®12 v¢i nhitng bic twgng cta J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
dua theo tranh The Terrace at Sainte-Adresse (1866-1867) ctuia
Claude Monet.

Sur la Terrace (1881): Claude Monet

31[12] Xin xem hinh trong bit ky Theo Dau Chan An Tugng.
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Trén 16i véao cao 5, 7 bac, tua tay trén lan can, chiing toi
nhin xudng khu vuon hoa do ruc r& ctua nha ba c6 Hoa Si
Monet trong ra bo Blen Normandy. Bién duoc vé& phong trén
vai bd, cao 1én tan tran va rong ca chiéu ngang cua cin phong
l6n. Ngudi ta ¢6 cam tudng thue sy nhin ra dai dwong song
nudc ménh moéng, 1€nh dénh vai canh thuyén budm trang Xa
xa cudi chén troi, nhirng con tau nha khoi xam trén nén troi
xanh, may trang cudn cudn bay. Bong t61 giat minh nhin sang
ngudi bén canh. Ong ta mic bd dd den, thit no den, doi mi
den, rdu quai n6n den ram, tay cAm palette son mau va co vé,
mat nhin ra bién. “Ah, Mr. Monet. How are you? | like your
painting. Do you know that?”

Vang, thua d6 13 tuong Claude Monet do Nha Diéu Khic
J. Seward Jonhson, Jr. tao dung bén ngoai canh If It Were
Time. Vai khach thim viéng vira budc vao, nghe toi chao va
v vai “Ong Monet”, ho ciing bat cuoi. Mot may thu phat
hinh mau dat phia dudi lan can cho thiy trén man anh nhé du
khéach dang di dao dudi vuon cd cdt co Phdp ba mau xanh,
trang, d6. Nguoi ta thay phién nhau chup hinh véi cac tugng
pham dugc gidi thidu co life-size, kich thudc nguoi that.
Nhung xem ra khich thuéng 13m cao 16n van nhé hon tuong.

Chung t6i chup vai canh tir lan can rdi di xuéng vuon. Cac
birc tugng trong nhu nguoi that, nguoi ta dugce phép so mo tu
do. Mot cau bé giat minh danh thot khi ndm phai tay mot ba
du khach ngdi trén cai ghé bén canh twong ong than sinh cta
Monet. Céu bé tuong ba du khach ciing 1a mét buc tuong.
Ong cu Monet rau dai, doi mil rom, ngdi sudi ning trong
vuon, cai cane dung bén canh. Toi chup cho Robert mot tam
hinh ngdi trén cai ghé tréng canh birc twong nguoi dan ngdi
ba che du tring, bén tay trai 6ng gia Monet. Co thé d6 1a ba
cO cua hoa si.

Robert chyp t6i ding gitra hai blrc trgng nam nir tré dang
thu thi véi nhau, lung quay ra bién. Véi disposal camera,
chung t6i chi nghich ngom chup hinh ky ni€ém choi, chtr khong
thé nao iy duoc canh vira y. Nhung yén tri 16n, t6i dd co
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nhiéu hinh anh dep nhit va rd nhét ctia Beyond The Frame
trong quyén Catalogue d¢ nghién ngam sau nay.

Roi khoi If It Were Time, chiang t6i di vao khu vuon
Family Secret®*% cia J. Seward Johnson, Jr., dugc tac dung
theo tranh Two Sisters (1881) cua Pierre-Auguste Renoir.
Tuong pham 1a mot thiéu nit tré va c6 bé em ngdi ngoai vuon,
trudc cai ban nho va cai gié dung nhirg cudn len nhiéu mau.
Thiéu nit d6i mii do, mic xiém y xanh duong, deo bao tay
xam nhat, 6m cai vi den trén dui. Trong vi c6 mot tam giay
in birc tranh nao d6. CO6 bé ddi mii xanh rong vanh gin hoa
tim, vang, do.

Trong tranh Renoir, ngudi ta chi dugc nhin thdy mot phan
canh vat xung quanh hai chi em. Trong twgng canh ctia Johnson,
Jr. ngudi ta nhin thiy toan thé hai cai ghé ho ngdi, chan dé dudi
ban. Cai thung gd nguyén ven dua vao hang rao sit chay dai sau
lung ho. M6t khoang troi xanh, cay 14 img ning va mét hd xa xa
phia sau vuon. Tranh Renoir dugc phong rong 16n trén nhiéu
tAm canvas ghép lai. Nét v&, mau son trén tuong, trén tranh dang
sau tuong duoc giit rat trung thanh v6i nén tranh cua Pierre-
Auguste Renoir. Khéng nha hoa si va diéu khéc nao co thé v&
duc gidng tranh that hon thé duoc.

Robert chyp cho t6i mot tam hinh dimg dang sau tuong.
Hinh nhu Ngoc Dung nghe 1én duwgc Hai Chi Em nha kia dang
chia sé sy bi mat ciia ho: “Khi ¢6 bé em di hoc vé, duoc
chang cong tir con Ong thi trudng nho dua 14 thu té tinh cho
6 chi. Chang viét rang chii nhat nay chang s& di nghe hoa
nhac Mozart & nha tho Dirc Ba. Chang khan khoan mudn nang
cung di. Chang s& doi nang ltc 1 gio chiéu tai cong vién gan
nha nang. Co chi ban, hai chi em gia by xin phép cha me ra
cong vién dao choi, roi ciing 1én xe ngya cta chang...” T6i c6
biét mot ¢6 bé 16 tudi ciing dam ndi ddi cha me dé di choi 1én
v6i ban trai trong quyén hoi ky Sai Gon Ning Nhé Mua
Thwong ddy quy vi a!

32[13] Xin xem hinh trong bat ky Theo D4u Chan An Tuong.



162 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Two Sisters (1881): Family Secret:
Pierre-Auguste Renoir J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

Tiép t6i 1a buc twong Follow Me334 duoc J. Seward
Johnson, Jr. dtc v€ theo tranh The Fifer (1866) cua Edouard
Manet. The Fifer da bi phong trién 1dm thoi d6 tir chdi. Boi
vi Manet da vé rét thue mot cau bé 16i thoi 1éch théch, thdi sdo
trong thoi chién tranh. Cau d6i mil chao mao chom do, tua
vang. Cai 4o blouson da den, khuy ddng, quan da do dai, rong
thung thinh. Cai ddy da mau tring, to t bd, deo ciy sdo 10ng
thong. Doi v loi thoi 161 ra ngoai doi gidy qua kho. Co 18
nha budn tranh thiy ciu bé thdi sao chiang c6 vé gi dep mit
cho mot buc tranh trung biy trong cic dinh thy coa gidi
thuong Ivu. Nhung Manet da v€ nghé thuat vi nhan sinh, theo
su that nhiing gi 6ng nhin thay va vi long thuong x6t cdu beé
v gia cu, lang thang trén duong phb. Cau di kiém ¢ dau ra
duge bd quan 4o, gidy vo cua nguoi 16n va mic vao dé lam
nghé thdi sdo dao, d6 nhat trong canh nghéo d6i nhu chinh cac
hoa si thoi do chang?

33[14] Xin xem hinh trong bat ky Theo D4u Chan An Tuong.



NON NUOC DA VANG 163

L= |
The Fifer (1866): Edward Manet Follow Me:
J. seward Johnson, Jr.

Landlady: J.S. Johnson, Jr. Larlésienne,
Mme Joseph Michel Ginoux
(1888): Vincent Van Gogh
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Vi ngh¢ thuat, nguoi ngh¢ si thuong thich gi vé do, viét
d6, khong chiéu theo thi hiéu x4 hoi, khong mang téi du luan
va hau qua thé trai y, Johnson Jr. da duc vé The Fifer voi cai
tén d& thuong Follow Me va mong rang ngudi doi sé di theo
va hiéu dugc The Fifer ciia Manet dé thuong 1am, dé chia sé
nhtrng kinh nghiém dau thuong ciia nha danh hoa nay.

Khong xa buc tugng Follow Me 1a birc Landlady, duoc
nha diéu khéc J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dac vé& theo birc tranh
L ’Arlésienne: Madame Josheph-Michel Ginoux (1888) cua
danh hoa Vincent Van Gogh. Johnson, Jr. dd lam song lai
nguoi mau ctiia Van Gogh va 10t ta duoc cai nét cay nghiét va
u tbi ctia ba chu cho thué nha, trong b xiém y den xit, ngdi
trudc cai ban den xi voi may quyén sd ng doi tién dan “ABC”
khong c6 nha di ¢ thué nhu nguoi hoa si nghéo tdn mang.
Ping sau twong pham 13 vach tuong véi nhirg van gb ghép
son mau vang choi ddi choi voi mau den cta tAm khin dai ban
va mau den cta toc ao Landlady. San nha cting mau vang véi
tuong. Johnson, Jr. dd 1am ca cai ghé cho ba chii nha ngdi, va
nguyén ven cai ban voi khin trai, nhung di nhién tat ca déu
bang sat va son gidng nhu thiét. Thud téi tim do, khong ai
thém chd ¥ t6i tranh cia Van Gogh boi vi nhitng d& tai hic
am, tuyét vong 4y. Nhung Johnson ciing nhu nhimng ngudi
hiéu duoc gia tri nghé thuat tranh Van Gogh sau nay, da dic
v& twong pham dé vinh danh nha danh hoa, ma ngay nay c6
bt tranh ctia Ong trj gi4 gan tram triéu My kim.

Tu biét Landlady, chung t6i sang du Déjeuner Déja Vu
cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dung theo Le Déjeuner sur [’herbe
(1863) cua Edouard Manet. Mot lan nita, Manet lai dem mot
ngudi mau phu nit khong quan 4o ra trung bay trudc cong
ching. Nhung 1an nay bao phdi hon, ong cho nang ngdi thon
thén, trang héu ngay trén bai co, gitra thanh thién bach nhat.
Nang pinic v6i 2 nguoi dan 6ng c6 thé 1a Manet va ngudi ban
trong y phuc mua déng 4m ap diy com. Co 1& ngudi nghé si
mudn cho khach thuéng 1dm tranh thiy dau 6c tuong tuong
phong phu cua ong vé than hinh dich thuc cta nguoi dan ba
bén trong 16p vay 4o chang? Xiém vay cua nang dat bén canh
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gi6 tréai cay, banh mi va chai ruou. Sy dam tiéu lai ndi 1én rAm
ram. Ciing cing mét 1y do nhu The Fifer, buc tranh nay cta
6ng bi phong tranh tir chdi trién 1am. Manet da tra 10i sy phén
do6i rﬁng “Trién 1dm 13 tim ban va déng minh d¢ tranh dau.”
Gan thé ky rudi sau, bén troi My Qudc, nha diéu khic J.
Seward Johnson, Jr. rit ngudng mo tu tuong hén nhién, bét
can doi 4y coa Manet. Johnson Jr. mudn cam on Manet di
cho chung ta thuong thicc Le Déjeuner sur L’ herbe rat ngon
miéng va hap din ca nghia den 1an nghia bong. Vi thé 6ng da
thuc hién bire tranh d6 thanh tugng phdm. Johnson, Jr. cd
tinh 1am d6i mat 16i cudén cua nguoi dan ba nhin thiang vao
khach thudng ngoan tir bit cir gbc canh nao trude twong pham.

Le Déjeuner sur L’herbe (1863) — Edward Manet

Nhét dinh 12 toi phuc dién dao nghé thuat cua cd hoa si lan
diéu khic gia. Nhung toi chéng thdy ngudi mau phy nit hap
dan chut nao. To1 ty hoi, gia Ong Manet dimg vé nguc nang
x¢, bung nang gap hai ngan to, lung nang dimg cong cong, c6
nang dirng c6 may lan nép thi sudng con mit biét bao? Hoa si
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khong stra sang sic dep cho nang nén éng diéu khéc ciing giir
nguyén nhitng nét thiéu my cam. C6 1& sy suy nghi cta phai nit
khéc phai nam chiang? Thé 1a hinh déng nang s€ doi doi nhu
vay. Trong khi do, hai nguoi dan 6 ong ngdi véi nang déu mic
may lan quan 40 day com, 4m ap. Ong nao cling rau quai nén
ram rap, kiéu rdu Abraham Lincohn, ong Téng Théng My bj
am sat chét trude do hai nam (1865), vi bénh vuc ngudi da den
va nhét quyét béi bo ché dd no 18 & mién Nam.

Back ground cua Déjeuner Déja Vu 1a nén tranh Le
Déjeuner sur [’herbe v&é1 mot phu nir dang vén vay rira chan
bén ho, dugc phong rong nhu mot bire tranh 16n thi hai dung
phia sau va cach twong pham vai budc. Khoang cach nay cho
phép tdi budc vao tranh ba chiéu ciia Johnson Jr. va dung sau
ngudi dan ong doi mii tay cAm cane, ddi dién véi ngudi dan
ba “chudng coi”.

To6i ra hiéu cho Robert
chup nhanh mdt céai hinh,
roi di voi ra khoi canh tri, vi
khong mudn thién ha chup
ca toi trong hinh ciaho. Pa  §
xem nhiéu tugng tir phong
nay qua phong khac ma toi
van hio huc nim tay
Robert di nhanh sang
phong ké bén. Toi vira
mubén xem k§ vira mudn
xem nhanh va bon chon
biét rang trién lam con
nhiéu twong pham hap dan
lam. Tugng pham tiép
theo d6 cua J. Seward
Johnson, Jr. la Sailing the Seme34[15]
duoc duc vE€ theo bic tranh
Argenteuil (1874) cua Edouard

Argenteuil (1874):
Edward Manet

34[15] Xem du ky Theo D4au Chan An Tuong.
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Manet. Tugng canh la mot cap tinh nhan ngdi trén ghé gb dai
bén bén séng. Ngudi dan ong to 16n khoe manh, nuéc da nau
hong, d6i mii rom. Anh ta ngdi rat sat va au yém nhin ngudi
dan ba diy da. Tay trai chang thuy thu dat trén dui véi cay du
cua nang. Nguoi dan ba doi mi két no 16n, khuén mat bau
binh, miii thon, méi mim, d6i mat lim dim nhu dang ling nghe
161 mat ngot.

Trong tranh Manet, nguoi ta khong nhin dugc toan thé bo
vay ciia ngudi dan ba va doi ban chan mang gidy tring, day
d6 ctia ngudi dan 6ng. Nhung trong trong pham, Johnson, Jr.
da phai dac vé thém nhiing chi tiét d6 ké ca canh tay mit ran
chéc cua nguoi thuy thu 6m ho lung nguoi tinh. Nha diéu
khic ciing bay dat hoa va no lua trén mai toc chai lon 6m gay
cia ngudi dan ba. Phia sau twong 1a tranh phong canh tau,
thuyén dirng bén séng. Robert ngdi xuéng phan ghé trong bén
canh ngudi dan ba va ra hiéu cho t6i chup hinh. Néu khong
c6 tugng ngudi dan Ong, trong Robert gidng tinh nhan cua
nguoi dan ba trong canh. Tugng dugc duc vé linh dong nhu
nguoi that.

Chez le Pére Lathuille (1879): Edouard Manet
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Tir bén Séng Seine ciia Johnson, Jr. ching toi ghé vao
Chez le Péere Lathuille tai Clichy, noi Edouard Manet thuong
lui téi va vé buc tranh mang cung tén. J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
da dua theo buc tranh ndy va dic v& thanh twong phdm mang
tén Eye of the Beholder (1997). Tugng trong canh la doi trai
g4i ngdi bén nhau trong tiém an. L& di nhién Johnson, Jr. phai
duc nguyén ca ngudi vai toc, 40, vay, quan, chan gidy cia ho
dudi gdm ban ma trong tranh cia Manet ta chi thdy co nia
nguoi. Ban ghé, khan trai ban, binh hoa, banh mi, bo, fromage
va chai champagne ciing déu bang dong, va duoc son vé trung
thuc voi tranh Manet. Nguoi thanh nién dé ria ngan, tay mat
dat trén ban, tay trai quang qua lung ghé ngudi phu nit.

Po6i mét chang dam du01 thiét tha thoi mién nguoi d6i
dién. Nhung nang nhin xuéng, khong dam cham anh mat thoi
mién 4y. D6 1a tai sao Johnson, Jr. c6 céi tén Eye Of Beholder
cho tuong phim ctia 6ng.

Ay, chit nia thi quén, trong tuong pham con c6 thém mat
nhan vét nira 1a nguoi tlep dai vién dé rau quai non, mac a0
vest den, so-mi trang, no ¢6 mau den, mang tablier tring, tay
cam binh ca-phé, nach kep cai khan lau ly chén. Ong ta ding
cach ban cua doi trai gai vai budce va cham cht nhin dé1 nguoi
ho hen. Vai cai ban trai khan tring, ghé gd do dwoc dat xung
quanh ban cta cdp twong. Nén tranh Manet dugc phong 16n
lam canh xung quanh tugng.

Tuong phém nay dugc mdt tiém an bén Y muon va dé gitra
cac ban thuc khach. Nhin thoang qua , nguoi ta khong nhan
ra nguoi hay tuong.

Tir Chez le Pére Lathuile ching t6i di vao Nha Kiéng Miia
Pong cua Manet (In the Conservatory, 1879). Chung t6i lai
duoc gdp mot cdp nam nir khac cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dtic
v&: A Thought to Consider3>] theo tranh Manet. Trong nha
kiéng trong hoa ryc r&, 14 xanh tuoi, nguoi dan ba tré, ngdi
thing ngay trén bang ghé sit dai, dang quy phai, thanh ta trong
bd xiém y mau xam, mii len, ban tay mit deo bao tay va cim

35[16] Xem bt ky Theo Dau Chan An Tuong.
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cay du cup mau nga dat trén
dui, ban tay trai dé tran dat
lén thanh ghé sit; nguoi
dan oOng trung nién dung
khom nguodi bén canh va
dang sau nguoi dan ba, doi
canh tay khoanh tron, ti trén
thanh ghé gan ban tay dé
tran cia nguoi dan ba.

Nguoi dan 6ng nghiéng bo |

rau quai nén rdm vé phia

nang nhu dang néi chuyén,

nhung khong nhin nang ma
nhin xubng bd vay bong 16n
cua nang. Nguodi dan ba nét
mat nghiém trang, khong

169

e 3
A Thought to Consider:
J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

nhin nguoi bén canh, nhung c6 vé nhu dang lang nghe chang
noéi. Phai chang d6 1a y nghia tugng pham cua Johnson, Jr. ,

A thought to consider?

Manet (In the Conservatory, 1879)
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Mot bac tranh néi
tiéng, The Bedroom
(1889) Vincent Van
Gogh v€ m{t nam trudc
khi chét, cling dugc J.
Seward Johnson, Jr.
dung lai véi ti€u dé
Welcome Home, nhu dé
tang Van Gogh mdt mai
nha ma sudt cudc doi
nghéo kho, nguoi hoa si Welcome Home :
chua bao gio' lam chu. Johnson | ; seward Jophnson, Jr.
dung lai can phong ngu day mau
vang twoi réi, mau nang 4m ctia mién Nam Nudc Phap, dé moi
Van Gogh tré lai, cing Johnson mo nhitng gidc mo xua ma
danh hoa khong dugc hudng lic sinh thoi va mo gidc mo ngay
nay Beyond The Frame ma Johnson dang theo dudi. Trong
cin phong c6 cai givong gd théng mau vang chéi, cai mic o
dau giuong treo 4o, mil, ca-vat., mot cai khan long treo trén
tuong. Trén cai ban son dd cé binh nudc uéng, chau rira mat,
mot binh khong hoa, hai lo thude, dia xa-vong, ly uéng nudc,

i ﬂ mot bélqn chai 1on, loai

-«  dung dé co nha bay gio.

Khong 1€ Van Gogh dung
n6 dé chai quan 4o, chai
rau toc hay co thin thé?
Cura s6 trudce ban rira mit
chan hoa 4nh ning. Xin
nhic lai ring nhitng d6
vat k& trén van la
sculpture, cling nhu san
g5, ba ctra ra vao, va ba
manh tudng quanh phong déu duoc
dac béng dong va dugc son vé cung
mau sac voi tranh Van Gogh, trur cai
mén, cdi ném Ngudi xem c6 thé

The Bedroom (1889)
Vincent Van Gogh
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x0 mo nhirng vat do dé tim cam xtc voi hoa si da vé bén kia
thé gidi tir 114 ndm qua va cam thong véi diéu khic gia hién
dai. Trong thoi gian thuc hién cong trinh tuong phdm ba chiéu
Beyond The Frame, Johnson thuong nghi trua trén giuong
Van Gogh. Ong c6 d6i dép ludn luén dé trong ngin kéo ban
trong can phong ngu do.

C6 khach thuong 1dm nam trén givong dé chup hinh ky
niém. Robert ngdi xubng cai ghé bén dau givong dé nghi
chan. Cai ghé trong nhu ghé may nhung thyc ra ciing dugc
duc bang dong va son vé& rat trung thanh véi cai ghé trong
tranh Van Gogh. Ong x4 t6i ngodc tay ra hiéu cho t6i chup
hinh. Téi ngdi xudng mot ghé khac, huéng may vé phia
Robert va chup. Nguoi doi da ngudng mo, da bai phuc
Vincent Van Gogh sau khi dng chét trong nghéo kho, bénh tat
va tuyét vong. Tranh cta 6ng tri gia gin trim triéu ngdy nay,
nhung sao t6i van ngdm ngui khi ra khoi “cin phong Van
Gogh™!

Whispering Close cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. 1a tugng
pham dtc v& theo buc tranh Dance in the City (1883) cua
Pierre-Auguste Renoir. M0t cdp trai gai tré trung, quy phai,
diu dang 6m sat nhau, vai ké vai, ma ké ma. Nang mic bo
xiém y satin dai xép gép nhiéu nép. Ngudi ta c6 thé di xung
quanh tugng dé nhin thay phan trén ctia bo xiém y ho ¢6, ho
lung va canh tay tran nudt na. Doi bao tay mau trang, dai tdi
khuyu. DOi gidy cung mau 4o. Chang méc bo tuxedo dudi
tom mau den, 40 so-mi tring cb cao, thit no tring, bao tay
tring. Canh tay mit ctia chang 6m gon eo lung nang, ban tay
trai nim tay nang dua ngang. Hai ngudi trong tu thé luan vil.
Gau vay nang quét 1€ trén san go bong. Puoi 4o chang tung
bay. Tranh ding sau twong phiam vé& phong canh tuong, cot
da tring, hoa 14 canh trong mot toa lau dai hay dinh thy sang
trong. Tiéu d& Whispering Close di n6i 1én nhiing nét dé
thuong ciia twgng pham. Toi chot nghi tdi nhitng chuyén than
tién, hoang tir va cong chiia mot thoi tré tho mo mong dau
doi. Hinh nhu thyc té hién tai da bién mat trong khoanh
khic phu du.
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Whispering Close: Dance in the City (1883)
Seward Jophnson, Jr. Pierre-August Renoir

Tuong pham A Turn of the Century cta J. Seward Johnson,
Jr. dugce cau tao theo bue tranh Dance at Bougival (1883) cua
Pierre- -Auguste Renoir. Cép tuong pham nay ciing gidng hét
cap tuong khong 16, cao 20 feet dwoc dat bén ngoai Vién Bao
Tang Corcoran trong sudt thoi gian trién 1dm Beyond The
Frame, chi khac cip twong bén trong cao 16n bang ngudi thiét
ma thdi. Vi qua vi dai nén cip tugng khong 16 da duoc duc
1am ba khtic va dt 1én nhau dé di chuyén d& dang hon.

Cai tiéu dé A Turn of the Century cta J. Seward Johnson,
Jr. mudn nodi 1én rang luan vii khéng con chi danh riéng cho
gidi quy tdc trong triéu dinh, trong lau dai quyén quy. Luan
vii da xdm nhdp quan rugu binh dan nhu cidp nam nir thuong
phuc, 6m nhau nhdy trong buc tranh cua Pierre- Auguste
Renoir ma Johnson, Jr. dtc dyng lai rit séng dong.
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A Turn of the Century Dance at Bourgival (1883)
J. Seward Jhnson, Jr. Pierre-August Renoir

Time For Fun Dance in the Country (1883)
J. Seward Jhnson, Jr. Pierre-August Renoir
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Nguoi nam doi mi rom, dim dudi nhin nguoi nit nhu
muén trao nu hon. Nang doi mii vai mau do gén chum nho,
tay d¢é tran, cai nhin kim curong (?) 16ng lanh trén ngon tay trai
giap ut. Nang nghiéng nguoi ra xa nhu né tranh, nhung doi
mat khép ho nhu doi cho... C6 nguoi thuong ngoan nao cam
thdy than thé bung bing néng nhu dang 6m ap hoa diém son
hay rao ryc trong vong tay ai thud nao khong?

Tuong phém Time For Fun cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
dugc dic vé theo bure tranh Dance in the Country cua Pierre-
Auguste Renoir (1883). Canh tri cling trong mdt quan rugu.
Cap trai gai c6 vé say me¢, 6m nhau xoay tit tho 10. Cai mii c61
cua chang rot trén san. Chang mac bd complet xam, 4o so-mi
trang, that ca-vat. Nang doi mii vai do, vanh rong, khuén mait
bau binh, than hinh tron lan, tay mang bao da, cai quat xoe
trong ban tay phai. Nét v& thé hién vé ngdt ngat nong birc pha
chut mét pho trén hai khuén mat ké sat nhau, nhung budc
chan ho nhu van nhay chét thoi theo diéu vii, quén trdi bo dat.
Hinh nhu nhitng budc khiéu vii 18 ludt quén quit theo am thanh
vi vut xoay tron thoat ra tir cap twong song dong nay.

Roi canh ngdt ngat trude didu vil quay cudng ciia d6i nam
nit trén, chung t6i budc sang La Promenade thénh thang, mat
mé, mua gidng tim mo cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dugc dung
theo birc tranh Paris Street: A Rainy Day (1887) ctia Gustave
Caillebotte®*'” | Nha diéu khac diic v& mot cip nam nif rong
y phuc mua thu, khoac tay nhau che 6 den rong, di trén mot
ngd dudng phé 1at d4 c6. C6 18 troi mua phun, nén khong nhin
thiy giot mua ma chi thy nguoi ngua nhu di trong suong
moe. Quang canh Paris nay sao c6 vé quen thudc, giong nga
tu trude nha Godard, Phd Trang Tién Ha Noi thud nao.

Ciing c6 thé vi toi du lich Paris nhiéu lan trudc kia va da
gip nhimg ngdy mua, trdi may u 4m nhiéu hon ning. Pong dao
du khach chyp hinh ky niém véi twgng pham. Ti vira ding
dudi 6 ctia d6i nam nir Parisien khoac tay nhau dé Robert chup
hinh, mét ba du khach dé nghi chup cho ca hai chung t6i. Sau

36[17] Gustave Caillebotte: danh hoa An Twong Phép, 1848-1894.
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khi dugc chyp va cdm on ba ta, Robert bdo td1 duong du 1én
chup thém mét cai nita. Nhung t6i khong mudn du che 1ap canh
Paris, nén chi dimg ¢ mot goc twong canh voi dau tran ma khi
1én anh gidng nhu t6i dang lang thang dudi mua bui Paris.

Paris Street - A Rainy Day (1887): Gustave Caillebotte

Mot twong pham lam t6i khong nging tdm tic kham phuc
J. Seward Johnson, Jr. 1a Were You Invited? 318l dua theo
tranh Luncheon of the Boating Party (1880-1881) cua Pierre-
Auguste Renoir. Toi khong duoc moi nhung cir 1én thuyén
du party va thim ngudng mo tai nghé c6 mot khong hai cua
nha diéu khic. Trong tranh, Renoir chi ¢6 15 nhan vat nira
nguoi mo nhat. Trong twong canh, Johnson, Jr. khong nhiing
dac vé tugng d6 véi nguyén than hinh, y phuc ma con thém 6
tugng khac trong s6 d6 ¢6 chinh nha diéu khic Johnson, Jr. va
5 cong su vién ciia 6ng. Ké ding nguoi ngdi, ké nghiéng
ngudi nga, ké dn ngudi udng, ké cudi nguoi liée, ké ndi nguoi
nghe chung quanh ban tiéc déy thirc an, trai cay, pho-ma, bo,
rwou, ly, mudng, dao, nia bira bai. Lai thém mot nang dang
om nyng niu con chd xu. Mot nang coi mot chlec gidy dé
khéu goi co cua ban chén tran 1én cai cang dudi gam ban ciia

37[18] Xem bt ky Theo Dau Chan An Tuong.
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chang ngdi bén canh. Tai lay tay thir kéo mot cai ghé. Ghé
khong nhtic nhich. C6 thé ghé dugc gan chit xudng san hay
ghé va ngudi ngdi trén ghé bang ddng qua ning? Khoéng biét
Johnson di mét bao nhiéu nidm méi thuc hién duoc tuong
pham nay, ding noi dén ca cdng trinh Beyond on the Frame.

Luncheon of the Boatihg Party (1880-1881)
Pierre-August Renoire

Tuong phdm cudi cing cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. chiing
t6i dugc xem la Lap of Choice?*] dya theo birc tranh Young
Girl at a Window (1883) cua Mary Cassatt %201 nit hoa si 4n
tuong Hoa Ky ddc nhat trong cudc trién 1am nay.

Johnson, Jr. duc v& mot thiéu nit trong xiém y, mii 4o tring
toat ngf)i trén ghé may bén ctra s6 chan hoa anh ning ban mai.
D6i méit mo mang, d61 mo1 do phung phiu, tay nang ve vudt
con ch6 nho nam gon trén long ¢6 chu. Cai ve hién hoa, trong
sang O tuong pham nay khac han véi nhitng nét séng dong,
tran tuc ¢ nhiéu twong pham khac.

38[19] Xem bt ky Theo Dau Chan An Tugng.
39[20] Mary Cassat, nit hoa si an tugng My (1844-1926)
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Sau trién 1dm Beyond the [ g
Frame, ching t6i Xudng |.alaiesas
Cafeteria dung bira trua dudi
lobby c6 mai kiéng cao chot
vot. Nhiitng cot da tring 16n,
cao t6i lan can lau trén.
Khong khi thodng mat. Chu
nhat & day co “buffet brunch,
all you can eat” va c6 ca nhac
cua nhitng nhom nguodi nha
tho trong vung giup vui. Co
nhiéu thuc khach nhn nhay
hat theo nhip diéu. Tiéng v
tay ran sau moi bai hat. Mon
an bay tran tré trén mdy cai
ban dai, nhung t61 chi an vai
miéng saussages vé&i khoai
tay chién, salad, trai cay, con | Susan ona Balcony Holding
dé bung an banh ngot, uéng a Dog (1883): Mary Cassatt
ca-phé chua! Nhin nhiing
khay banh ngot hap dan, t6i khong the bo qua duge. Robert
va t6i vira dn udng vira gid sach va gidy to, doc vé Beyond the
Frame. Tiéu st ctia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. lam t6i ngac nhién.
Tai chia sé voi Robert:

“Anh c6 biét Johnson, Jr. 13 ai khéng?”

“Khong?” Robert tra 101i.
“Ong ta la con ch4u nha thuc Johnson & Johnson lam baby
powder ctia con bé Mai (chau ndi chiing t6i), c6 mui rat thom
day. Ong ta dugc thira huong mot gia tai kéch xu, nhung tir
chéi khong chiu gitt mot chirc vu nao trong hing thude ctia gia
dinh ma lai di hoc v& tir ndm 20 tu6i?”

T6i vira dut 101, Robert nhao nguoi qua ban an va voi lay
quyén sach trén tay toi, gianh doc tiép vé nha diéu khac.
Vé sau, Johnson duoc ba vo khuyén khich theo hoc nganh diéu
khic. Ong di sang tao cong vién tuong pham, Grounds for
Sculpture, rong 22 acres & Hamilton, NJ. T6i no6i vdi Robert:
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“Pén mua xuén, dep troi minh phai di thim cai céng vién
d6 ma1i duoge.”

“Pung ddy, c6 thé nd vi dai va dic biét hon cai trién 1am
nay nita. Chung minh phai di xem.” Robert sét sing tra 10i.
C6 diéu gi t6i yéu cau ma chang tir chéi dau!

Beyond The Frame bat dau tir 15 thang 9, ma t6i khong
biét. Da thé, suyt nira thi hut xem. Mudn theo ddi cac cude
trién 1am tai céc bao tang vién vung Hoa Thinh Pdn thi phai
theo déi muc Museums, Exhibitions cua Washington Post
Weekend.

Cang nghi t6i cang phuc sy kién chi, quyét tdm thuc hién
cong trinh Beyond The Frame ctia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. Ong
dd 1am song lai nhitng tac pham 16n cua Phai An Tuong thé
ky 19. Khong thiéu gi cic nha diéu khic tai hoa siéu dang
trén thé gioi, nhung thyc hién duoc 18 tac pham véi may chuc
buc tuong bang dong, mdi burc trgng ning ca ngan pounds,
roi lai v&, son y nhu tranh nguyén ban thi phai ¢ tri, kién nhan
tuyét voi. Khong biét ong J. Seward Johnson, Jr. d3 mat bao
nhi€u nam thang dé hoan thanh cong trinh do6. Lai nita, vién
bao tang di ton bao nhiéu cong cua dé dung Beyond The
Frame? Khong dé gi nguoi ta s& dugc xem lai trién 1dm nay
tai Washington, D.C. lan thir hai trong doi. Tb6i néi nhing
diéu d6 véi Robert. Chang gat gu:

“Chiing minh may man khong hut xem ci trién 1dm 16n lao,
moi mé nay. Cam on em da ru anh. Bay gio chung minh sang
xem phong trién 1dm tranh Impressionism cta Hoa Ky di.”

Khu trién 1dm The Impressionist Tradition in America ctia
Vién Bao Tang Corcoran c6 téi 75 buc siéu hoa phim
(masterpieces) v&i nhiéu tranh ciia giéi An Tugng Hoa Ky
cling rat tuyét voi nhu Susan on a Balcony Holding a Dog
(1883) cua Mary Cassatt ma J. Seward Johnson, Jr. da dac vé
thanh twong dugc trung biy trong trién 1dm Beyond The
Frame chung t6i vira xem. Ngoai ra con cd tranh ctua John
Singer Sargent: Ms. Henry White (1883), The Oyster
Gatherers of Cancale (1878). Nhiéu btic tranh phong canh
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16n bang ca buc tuong nhu Valley of the Seine Giverny
Heights (1892) cua Theodore Robinson; May Night (1906)
cia Wilard Metcalf. Bén canh khu trién 1dm The
Impressionist Tradition in America c6 mét cai phong dugce
tram tr6 bang vang thiét, The Salon Doré. Chung quanh tuong
c¢6 nhiéu guong 16n 1am cho phong trong rong hon. Man gam
do théu chi vang ru tir trén tran cao son v& troi may, thién than,
hoa 1a my 1¢. Nguon gbe phong nay tu Khach San Clermont
& Paris, dugc xay cit vao dau thé ky 18, danh riéng cho gidi
quy toc. The Salon Doré ching cé gi huy hoang so véi nhitng
lau dai vua chia Au Chau, nhung n6 c6 mot sy tich dac biét.
Cudi thé ky 18, Khach San Clermont dugc mdt Ba Tudc mua
lai. Khi sip cudi mot ¢d cong chia, ong sira sang mot phong
thanh The Salon Doré dé danh riéng cho nang. Sau cudc cach
mang Phép, ong ba tudc luu vong sang Dirc va chét nghéo khd
tai Vienna, Austria, nam 1809. Sau nay, Khach San Clermont
thudc vé chinh phu. Nam 1904, nhiing vét trang hoang The
Salon Doré dugc ban cho thugng nghi si Montana, Hoa Ky,
Ong William A. Clark. Ong Clark cho gin The Salon Doré
vao dinh thu ctia 6ng tai New York City. Nam 1925, khi dng
chét, vo con ong da tang
cai phong ma vang do
cho Bdo Tang Vién
Corcoran.  The Salon
Doré dugc mé cho cong
ching xem tir ndm 1928.
Céan phong vang da trai
qua bao thoi thé bién
chuyén, da luu lac va
duoc vu dai trén dat My,
nhung chu cii cua no6 thi
da chét luu vong khdn
kho tir 200 ndm nay. S6
phan The Salon Doré cé
khac gi nhirng di dan da
dén ta tac trén xtr s& Hop

May Night (1906):
Willard Metcalf
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Chung Qudc ndy. Néu ho chiu khé hoc hanh, 1am an s& thanh
cong, s& dugc trong dai. C6 vo sd ngudi Viét di cu lam gidu
hon The Salon Doré rat nhiéu.

Trude khi rdi Corcoran, t6i vao Gift Shop mua may tht ky
niém nhu thoéi quen rat con nit tir ngay dit chan t6i xir Hoa Ky
32 nam vé trudc: mot hop thank you note in tranh
Impressionist va mot coffee mug in tranh Claude Monet véi
ngudi dan ba che cdy du trén canh dong hoa Poppies do. Tir
hai mua xuan qua, hoa Poppies di dugc trong hai bén xa 10
66, quang duong trude khi ré vao khu chg Eden ciia cong dong
Viét Nam vung Falls Church, Virginia.  Nhiing dai hoa
Poppies nay qua nho hep bén xa 19 luon ludn bi ket xe, nén
nguoi ta kho long lién tuong toi nhing linh hén chién si da bo
minh bén troi Au vi t quc ho va to qudc ban. Trén dudng
ra xe, Robert 6m t6i sat nguoi, vira di vira mo mong:

“Via hé nay lam anh chot nh¢ t6i hé Pudong Thong Nhit, trude
ctra Toa Pai Str Hoa Ky ngay nao, da nhiéu 1an chiing minh
hen ho di trén d6 nhi?”

“Hé, em ciing vira nghi nhu vay méi la cha! Khong biét
by gid con dudng d6 ra sao?” Toi reo kh& vi su dong giao
cach cam cua chung toi.

Con duong Thong Nhat ngay xua bdng hién ra trong tim
tri t6i. Dinh Doc Lap & mot dau duong, S Tha & dau kia; Nha
tho DBtrc Ba voi Cong Truong Kennedy; Haing RMK noi t6i lam
viéc vai nam; Toa Pai St Hoa Kye noi Robert di té1 di lui lam
viéc 6 naim; Puong Nguyén Binh Khiém rop bong 14 me xanh,
chay ngang S¢ Thu t6i truong Trung Vuong cua Nguyén Thi
Ngoc Dung hon 40 nam vé trudc. Robert ngdm ngui:

“Chic rang chiung minh khéng c6 dip thim lai Sai Gon
cung nhau nhi?”

Thuce vay, ngudi anh hing cua t6i da thim mét ma dudng
vé phuong dong nhirng 24 git bay mot chiéu. Toi cu rép rinh
bao mua Phirong Van No Bén Troi Ha Ngi ma Van chua vé
tham Sai Gon Ning Nhé Muwa Thirong. Khi mudn vé thi ndo
vu khing bd 9/11 xéy t6i, r6i bénh Sars, bénh bo dién, cam
ga, cum Vit...
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Lén xe, Robert lai cAm tay t61 hon nhe, mdt viéc ma chang
khong can phai sirc lyc nhiéu:

“Cam on cung da cho anh mdt budi hen ho that hanh phuc.
| love you, my dearest.”

“Néu khong c6 anh, chic chin em ciing hut xem Beyond the
Frame. Em ciing cam on anh nhiéu. MJdi tuan anh nhé xem cac
muc Museums, Exhibitions trong Washington Post weekend
section nhé. Co gi dac biét thi chiing minh cung di xem.

T6i cam thay tim 6¢ nhu sang thong, rong mo, tinh than
sang khoai nhu duoc ubng mot lidu thude bo rat can thiét cho
cudc sdng 1am nhiéu khé, nhiéu phién toai nay. Hanh phiic 1a
tu noi minh tao ra, tr minh tim thdy. Hay “make time for your
happiness.”

Pudng chung t6i vé troi van con ning 4m nhu mua xuin,
chi khac cdy ring van tro tryi 14, nhitng ct hoa con nam nga
dudi dat, nhiing nu hoa chua nhu trén canh. Toéi tat may sudi
noéng, xubng kinh xe, hit thé khong khi trong lanh khi qua
giong Séng Potomac ménh méng tran dy nhu hanh phic
chung t6i dang c6 va di co tir ba muoi miy nim qua.

NGUYEN THI NGQC DUNG

01/04/2004,
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THEO DAU CHAN
AN TUQNG

Mot ngdy mua xuan nim 2004, vo chdong t6i may man
duoc xem cudc trién 1am Beyond The Frame cuia hoa si di€u
khic gia ngudi My J. Seward Johnson, Jr. tai Bao Tang Vién
Corcoranll] . Vi thé, chung t6i dugc biét diéu khic gia ndy co
mot khu vudn trung bay ngoai troi nhitng tac phdm cua ong
va ctia nhidu diéu khic gia khac. Toi quyét dinh ngay véi
Robert, chung t6i phai di xem Grounds For Sculpture ctia Ong
Johnson, Jr. tai Tiéu Bang New Jersey.

Luc d6 tiét xuan Virginia con lanh va t61 dang ban td chirc
budi ky ni¢m chin ndm sinh hoat van hoc Tam Ca Nguyét San
Co6 Thom vao thang tu. To6i nghi, thang nam vao gitta mua
xuén, troi 4m ap hon, hoa fortysia, daffodils, tulips, azealias s&
tung birng nd khip noi, di xem Vuon Tuong ciia Ong Johnson,
Jr. thi that ding thoi diém. Nhung ching t61 chua kip di thi mot
tin that budn xay dén, Nhac si Nhat Bang[? dot ngot tir tran vao
ngdy 7 thang 5, sau con diit gan mau dau.

[1] Xin xem doan van “Lac Vao Khung Tranh” trang 165.

[2] Nhac Si Nhat Bang sinh ngay 2 thang 7 nam 1930 tai Ha Noi,
tén that 12 Tran Nhat Bang, truéng Ban Nhac Hac Thanh tai Sai
Gon trude nam 1975. Tir tran tai Virginia, Hoa Ky ngay 7 thang
5, nam 2004.
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Ngoai tinh than gia dinh, anh con 1a thiy day hat cta toi tir khi
anh dinh cu tai Virginia cho dén khi anh mat. Tudng Hué, phu
nhén ctia Nhac s Nhat Bang 1a ban dong mon cua toi. Ching
t61 gap g6 nhau hoai trong cac sinh hoat van ngh¢ va Trung
Vuong ving Hoa Thinh Don cling nhiéu tiéu bang trén dat My.
Nha anh Nhat Bang rat gan nha toi. Tuong Hug lai 1a tay nau
an ngon nhat viing, nhat 14 mén banh cuén Thanh Tri thi thuc
su la Thanh Tri, nén t61 va cac ban Trung Vuong thuong tu tap
an udng bén nha Nhat Bang hoai.

M&i khi duoc moi tham du mot budi ca nhac tai gia nao,
t6i déu dén anh nho ldy tone va tap cho mot bai hat dé bo tai
dem di “thi thd tai nang”. Co6 vu sinh hoat van ngh¢ nao tai
nha t6i, anh ciing sang ngdi bén cay duong cim cii dé dém dan
khong biét moi mét cho cac vi ca hat, ngdm nga tai tr. Chung
t6i vira gap Nhac si Nhat Bang trong budi hoi ngd cip vo
chdng ban hoc cii Phuéc Lién- V3§ Trung, va trong budi ky
ni¢m chin nam sinh hoat van hoc ciia Tam Ca Nguyét San Co
Thom. Vay ma chi mét thang sau, anh da ra nguoi thién cd.
Hai budi d6 d tro thanh hai ky niém cudi cing cua anh voi
chung t6i. Su ra di cua Nhac si Nhat Bang 1a niém dau dén
16n lao cho gia dinh anh. Sy than tinh cua anh véi ban be cling
lam chiing t6i ngan ngo, vo ciing thuong tiéc.

T6i dé mua xuan, mua hé qua di luc nao khong hay. Mai
dén khi rimg 14 bat dau d6i mau, t6i mai chot nhé mua dong
lanh sap t6i va ra chong di viéng Vuon Tuong cua diéu khic
gia J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

Robert goi dién thoai cho Grounds For Sculpture, (609)
586-0616, va vao website: www.groundsforsculpture.org, thi
dugc biét nhirng an tuong di€u khéc cua Johnson, Jr. d dugc
dinh vé trung bay trong vuon tuong ciia 6ng. Toi quyét dinh
phai di xem ngay, néu khong tuong cta Johnson, Jr. s& lai
duogc vién bao tang nao khac khiéng di.

Chong t6i 1a hoi vién cua Hiang AAA (American
Automobil Association) nén di c6 tour book dé chon khach
san gia phai ching va gan nhat véi Grounds For Sculpture,
Clarion Hotel Palmer Inn, 3499 Route 1 South, Princeton, NJ.
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08540. Robert dat mot phong cho dém thir tu ngay 6 thang
10, 2004.

T6i vao Mapquest in ra duong di nude bude cho ngin gon.
Nhung Robert van thich xem sach chi dan du lich cia AAA.
Vao khoang 9 gio hom dd, sau khi an sang, chiing ti roi nha.
M&i ngudi mang theo mot cai suitcase nho véi quan do va dd
ding qua dém. Néu ra di 8 gio thi ciing bi ket xe gio di lam.
Pi sém hon thi khong mudn vt va cho cudc di choi hudng
tha nhan.

Khong khi mua thu diu diu mat. Vuon cd con udt suong
dém. Hang cay phong ngoai ngd moi ing mau vang nhat
trong nang ban mai ryc rd. Xang da dugc d6 day binh xe tir
hém true. Toi ngdi vao tay 1ai dé Robert co thé doc bao
Washington Post va New York Times, mdt thoi quen thanh
nghién khong thé bo duoc cia chang.

Sau 9 gid, da s6 nguoi di 1am dd vao dén so, nhung
Beltway 495 North diy xe van tai hang nang. Tir Virginia, xe
chung t6i ngugc dong xe ¢ cua Maryland nén khong bi ket
duong. Qua cdu Song Potomac, qua ngi ré vao con dudng
270 coi nhu chung t6i thoat nan ket xe. Toi thudoe duong 1én
xa 10 Béc 95 nén chua can Robert hudng ddn. Nhung chang
di ctii xudng to bao van ludn ngang 1én nhin duong va coi
churng tay lai cia vo. Thinh thodng chang dat tay trai 1én tay
phai ctia nang va khen:

- Em 1a tai xé gioi.

- Yén tri, anh cr xem bao di. Co tin tirc gi la thi néi cho
em biét.

T61 luoi xem cd to bdo. Khi nao xem TV hay nghe Robert
no6i c6 tin tirc hiap dan mai tim doc bao, xem k¥ chi tiét hon.

Cay c¢6i bén Maryland chi con lac dac nhitng chiim 14 chét,
di tich cua loai ve sau 17 nam séng an dudi dat moi téi tudi
trudng thanh, roi chui 1én khéi mat dat. Ching di tim tinh nhan
dung tan sd, 4n 4i duoc ba bay 21 ngay thi ciing nga ra chét.
Ve sdu cai dé lai trang. Trimg nd ra sdu. Sau chui vao long
dat, lai sbng mot chu ky 17 nam nita méi trudng thanh. Trong
khi d6, & Tiéu Bang Virginia ddy canh 14 d6i mau nau, kho
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héo, vi la dm ém, ném 4m 1am tinh cua hang tri¢u cap ve siu
trong mua hé vira qua. Virginia is for lovers ma!

Chung t6i d0i tay 1ai tai hai tram nghi chan va an trua,
khoang 3 gio chidu thi dén Clarion Hotel Palmer Inn, trén
Quéc Lo S6 1 6 Princeton, noi c6 Truong Pai Hoc ndi tiéng.
Ngudi ta l4i xe nhanh chi mat ching 3 gio rudi, ching toi 1ai
vira téc d0, va nging lai hai 1an nén mat thém mot gio nita.

Khach san tinh nhd, chi c6 hai téng, vira du tién nghi. Toi
néng long muén dén muc tiéu cua minh nén thiy can phai
tranh thii thoi gian. Ty tran xong, chung t61 nhanh chong
mang theo cai 4o khoac dé mic khi chiéu t6i vé troi lanh va
lai cAm ban d0, gidy huéng dan duong di t6i Vuon Tuong,
Grounds For Sculpture, 18 Fairgrounds Road, Hamilton, New
Jersey 08619.

T6i lai xe. Robert ngdi bén xem gidy chi duong. Troi hiy
con ning. Xe cd khong nhiéu va ciing khong c6 gi la hon miy
con duong thuwong mai nhu trong tinh nho Reston ctia chung
toi, cling c6 Department Store binh dan nhu Target, cting c6
Home Depot ban vat li¢u lam nha ctra, dién, nudc... cling
Lions Super Market ban thuc phém, Mcdonald’s ban
hamburgers, ga chién, khoai chién...

Xe vira vao téi Sculptor’s Way dé thiy lac dac hai bén
duong nhirng buc tugng diéu khac tan hién dai. Bdng t6i nhin
nhanh kinh chiéu hau, khong thay xe nao dang sau, toi thang
gip xe, miéng 0 6

“Kia, kia! Anh xem kia. Tuong cta Johnson kia!”

To1i chi buc twong mot nguodi dan 6ng nhu dang chay theo
sau va do yén xe dap cho mdt cau bé trén he duong.

“Pung la tugng cua Johnson chir khong sai. ‘Cha tap xe
dap cho con’®] . Trong vui ghé ha anh?”

“Em vui 12 anh vui r0i! Nhung phai cho xe chay chu,
khong thé ngimg xe ngay gitra duong thé nay duge. C6 xe t6i
kia.” Robert vira nhin kinh chiéu hau vira nhéc nhé VO.

[3] Twong canh First Ride cuaa J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
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T6i cho xe chuyén banh nhung chay chiam va nhin hai bén
duong dé tim tuong:

“Anh nhin bén mat, em nhin bén trai nhé, xem c6 tuong
nao nira khong?”

Robert ¢6 vé chdm cha nhin canh duong phd, via he, cac
tiém buon ban va nha ¢ san sat cua thi xa nho. Nhung chinh
toi lai phat hién trén he dudong bén tay mat cua Robert, mot
cdu bé ciia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dang cam que g0 lan cai
banh xe dap lon.

“Anh thay khong, diéu khic gia nay ciing yéu thoi di ving
tho 4u cua 6ng ta ddy chu?”

“Thi em c6 khac gi dau!” Robert quay sang t61 mim cuoi.

U nhi, t6i chang viét ca mot quyén hoi ky vé thoi tho au
clia t6i hay sao? Cai tén Phuong Van No Bén Troi Ha Noi
nao co6 xa la dau?

Tir d6, vao dén cong Grounds For Sculpture, ching toi
khong nhin thdy mét birc tuong nao khac. Tét ca cac nhan
tugng dang cho toi trong kia.

Chung t61 phai tra 10 My kim cho hai vé vao cong va hai
cai ban dd cua Vudn Tugng. Vi la ngay thuong va gan cubi
ngay, bii ddu khong nhiéu xe lim. Theo tai liéu chung t6i
dugc doc, Grounds For Sculpture la mét cong vién rong 35
acres, trlen 1am twong diéu khic va mé cira tiép don khach
thadm Vleng te nam 1992. Vuon Tuong day hoa 14, céy canh,
c6 subi, ao, hd, Arts Building, phong trién 1dm mdy tang, rap
hat ngoai troi, nha hang, cafe, museum shop, c6 xudng ve, dic
tuong. Hi¢n tai Vuon Tuong trung bay 230 birc tuong hién
dai, contemporary sculptures.

Di theo ban dd ca nira gio ddng hd, qua nhiéu twong diéu
khic hién dai mai, hinh dang khé hiéu, hinh thu kho trong,
chung t6i van khong thiy bong dang 4n tuong, Impressionist
cua Monet, Manet, Renoir... va ctua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. &
dau. Trén ban dd khong ghi tén vi tri cua twong & chd nao.
Nguoi ta ¢6 tinh 1am du khach phai tim kiém dé tat ca cac birc
tugng déu duoc chiém ngudng. Khach lang du phai ty do dim
ma thoi. Toi lo lang “hay la cai collection cta nha diéu khic



NON NUOC DA VANG 187

da duoc dem di trién 1am & dau r6i?”. Nhung Robert da goi
hoi, ngudi ta da noi, diéu khac tranh ba chiéu ciia 6ng ta con
dang ¢ ddy ma! Mat troi da khuat sau nhitng ngon cdy cao.
Chiéu troi bang lang bong hoang hdn van sudt doi 1am long
t6i xOn xang, hoi hop thé nao! May ma tdi co Robert bén canh.

“A, em thiy cay du trén kia. N6 phai 14 cai du ciia ba vo
Monet!” Tai reo 1én, rao budc dudi tan cdy quanh mot go déat
cao va téi mot khoang trong.

“Pay rdi. On the Poppied Hill cta Johnson day rdi!”

Trén go dat, ba vo ctia Monet dang cam du dtng bén canh
cau con trai. Robert dua may anh Ién chup. Nhung mat troi
dd xudng sau lung nang. Toi thit vong kéu 1én:

“Oi thoi, mat nang bi che tdi roi!”

Robert vong ra phia sau tugng va chup dugc may cai phia
sau lung vo con Monet van con sang nang chiéu. Chang an
ui toi:

“Ching minh con cd ngay mai nita co ma. Sang mai minh
s& dén day that som.”

“Sao mat troi & ddy xudng nhanh thé. Méi c¢6 nim gio.”
T6i budn ba than.

Robert 6m vai toi:

“Em khong biét bay gio' dd vao thu va viing ndy la mién
béc, cach Virginia may gid dong ho xe hoi chay hay sa0?”

Chung t6i tiép tuc di loanh quanh tim kiém. Duéi lum cay,
thip thoang vai birc twong mau sic nhat nhoa trong bong t6i
chép choang, c6 chup anh ciing chang 15, chang dep. Toi
danh bo cudc di tim d4u chan tuong trong chiéu hom tdi roi.
Chung t6i khoac 4o da mong 1én vai, di ra parking lot lay xe,
va vong toi ctra trude cua Rat’s Restaurant trong Grounds For
Sculpture.

Mot canh tuong lac 1ong nhung tréng quen quen hién ra
trén 16i vao nha hang. Hai cd xe khong ngua, ¢ vé co xua
dau bén ngoai mot manh tuong that cao va dai ca may chuc
thudc, vé& canh nha ctra ndng trai ving qué Au chau nio d6 t6i
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da di qua, hay btrc tranh nao day t6i da dugc xem. Lai mdt
tuong canh cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. chtr khong sai!

Thuc vay, sau nay toi duogc biét d6 13 twong canh
Designated Coachman (2001) ctia nha diéu khic, duoc duc
bang nhom, dua theo tranh The Tarascon Stagecoach cua
Vincent Van Gogh. Hai ¢ xe cong kénh nhu vy, thdo nio
t6i khong thiy trong trién 1dm Beyond The Frame tai Corcoran
Gallery mua xuan vira qua.

Nha hang co6 tén Rat’s nhung I€ di nhién khong c6 nghia
la chudt tru, chudt céng bo duodi chan. D6 chi 1a mot trong
nhitng y nghi di dom ctia diéu khic gia J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
Rat’s Restaurant dugc trang hoang am ctng va lich sy. Tleng
noi cudi On ao cia cai tiée nao do trong phong khanh tiét ting
dudi. Ching toi duge dua 1én lau trén, t6i mot ban cho hai
ngudi bén cira s6. Trén tuong duge trang hoang véi nhidu buc
tranh 16n v& than hinh nhirg ngudi dan ba khong quan 4o,
nhung khong c6 vé tuc. Nét v& thd so, mau sic manh mé.
Khin ban d6 choi, ghé gd den mun. Pia st di mau sic sd. Ly
pha 1&. Mudng nia béng loang nhu bac. Lac dac vai cip
khach y phuc thoi trang lich sy, ra ri d6i dién nhau. Bén 16
suoi khong Itra, mot cdp vai ké vai than mat trén cai ghé dém
dai rong, boc vai hoa nhiéu mau. Cach trang tri phong an ¢
vé mién Nam Nudc Phap va Tay Ban Nha. Robert goi soup,
salad va salmon. Téi goi beefsteak va vegetables dé chia nhau
an cho d& ngan, d& bo phi. Mot nha hang kiéu cach nhu thé
nén ching t6i phai doi ca gio méi duoc tiép mon n ciing
khong c6 gi la. Khi chung t6i ra khoi Rat’s Restaurant thi troi
cling da tbi mit.

Sang hom sau, chang nho nhan vién khach san danh thue,
chung t6i cling day rat som. Toi trang diém so sai, thay bo a6
khac hom trude, nhung van twom tat va hgp véi mau sic chém
thu mién bac.

Sau khi thu xép moi thir bo vao 2 cai suitcases nho, ching
t6i xuéng phong an sang va checkout ludn. Vi phai tra phong
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vao 11 gio sang, nén ching t6i dinh di thdm Grounds For
Sculptures r6i vé thang Virginia tir d6.

S6m mai mua thu mat mé, ning hanh vang trong sang.
Nhiéu hang quén chua m¢ ctra. Sy sinh hoat cham chap.
Chung toi van thdy tuong canh nguoi cha tap xe dap cho cau

con trai va mot cau bé khac dang dung cay gay day cai banh
xe dap chay trén he phd vang. C6 & ai nhin thdy canh nay
cling phai dé lai noi diy mot ny cudi yéu doi, nhd thuong thoi
tré tho quy bau ctia minh.

Chung t6i lai tra tién vao cong, lai ddu xe. Nhung c6 xa
gi chuyén tra thém 10 dong bac nita cho mot ngay nhan du
thuong thic nghé thuat. Chung t6i vira di vira nhin ngam
nhirng birc Contemporary Scupltures vi dai trén tham cé xanh
11, chan hoa 4nh ning ban mai. Pau 6c ndng can cua toi khong
du tuong twong sau xa nén chang ding lai dé tim hiéu nhimng
hinh thé ky la hay ky di. Tuy nhién, t6i ciing thich va c6 cam
xUc voi vai buc tugng dugc cAu tao béng nhom, bé“lng cAm
thach tréng, béng da hoa cuong... T61 nhan ra mét tuong canh
quen quen bang ddng den voi ndm ngudi dan ong doi mii sim

On Poppied Hill, 1999: J. Seward Johnson
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sup, mac ao khodc dai, rong thung thinh. Ho dung xép hang
ngudi ndy sau ngudi kia, cii mit budn riu bén ngoai b
tuong den, trudc mot canh cira den dong kin. Lai gan thi ra
d6 1a tuong pham Depression Bread Line (1999), 108” x 148”
x 367, cua George Segal (1926-2000). Pay la tugng canh
Depression Bread Line thtr hai dugc lam tai xudng dac cua J.
Seward Johnson, Jr. Tugng pham Depression Bread Line tht
nhét duge dat tai The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial,
tai Washington, D.C. Mall ma t6i da thim viéng vai lan. Ong
Roosevelt 13 vi Tong Thong di khon khéo, huéng dan dan
chung Hoa Ky qua khoi thoi ky khung hoang kinh té tram
trong nhat lich st Hoa Ky, tir nam 1939 dén nam 1945.

Vi nh¢ duodng, nén qua vang Contemporary Sculptures,
chiing t6i dén thang ngon ddi hoa do, On Poppied Hill (1999)
ctia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. trudc hét. Toi vui ming vi nang ban
mai xuyén qua manh khdn voan mong che mat ba Monet va
cling 1a nguoi dep cua 6ng chu Grounds For Sculptures nay.
Robert ngim nghia chyup ba bon phia twong canh. Chi tiéc mot
diéu hoa d¢ ciing 1a hoa popples diéu khic va co thiét thi di va
vang. Vao mua xuan, ngon ddi nay chic xanh ron co, va hoa
poppies thiét nd ruc r& chang? Johnson, Jr. dung tugng canh
nay theo buc tranh Femme a ['ombrelle — Mme. Monet et son
fils 1 (1875) ctia Claude Monet.

Chiing t6i 1an theo duong mon di to1. O kia, hai 6ng em trai
ciia Manet va nguoi mau mac y phuc Eva dang ngdi plcnlc trén
tham 14 vang mua thu cia mién boéng Bic Hoa Ky! C6 bd cua
hoa si dang rira chan bén giong sudi. Gan do 1a chiéc thuyén
nho neo bo. Thua réng, bo sudi thiét su do, quy vi a! Cai dam
mé cua mot diéu khic gia tri€u, triéu phu la vay do. Tuong
canh nay, Déjeuner Déja Vu (1994) cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
dua theo blrc tranh Le Déjeuner sur [’herbe B (1863) cua
Edouard Manet. Trong trién 1dm btic tranh c6 mot ngudi nir

[4] Hinh trong bat ky Lac Vao Khung Tranh.
[5] Hinh trong bat ky Lac Vao Khung Tranh.
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tam sudi v6i chiéc thuyén bén giong nudc, dung phia sau ba
btrc tugng kia nhu tranh Manet.




192 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Ro1 chan di con ngd ngang véi canh tugng nhu thiét vira
qua, chung t6i lai ngan ngo budc vao mot ving khoi suong
md 40. Mot thiéu phu khoa than da dé hong hao, cap nhii hoa
cang cung, cip bong ddo cang tron, than hinh ny no, day da.
Nang ngoi trén mot phién d4 bén bo lau siy, dang lau minh
sau budi tim sudi bc hoi nudc noéng. Do 14 twong pham Part
of the Nature cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. duc vé theo burc tranh
After Bath cua Pierre-August Renoir.

Part of the Nature, 2000: J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

T6i mudn dit ban tay 1én d6i vai tron trinh ctia nang nhu
chao doén mot nguoi tir hai thé ky truede da duge nha diéu khic
1am sdng lai trong khu vudn tién canh cta 6ng. Nhung t6i bo
¥ dinh d6 vi nude sudi chay tran lan dudi chan nang, toi s¢ uét
gidy, V6.

Ciing nén no6i, nhitng bic tugng cua J. Seward Johnson,
Jr. déu dugc duc bang ddng, son v& bang chat khong phai mau.
Nguoi ta dugc phép chup hinh, s& mo, mién 1a nhe nhang va
lich sy. Pung loi dung den t6i 1am mat my thuat. Ping nghi
bay, phan boi nghé thuat!

T6i mudn dimg lai 1au & mdi twong canh, nhung ciing hdo
hirc mudn gip g& cc twong nhan khac dang doi cho. Via di



NON NUOC DA VANG 193

trén duwong mon chung t6i vira nhin hai bén vuon cay, nhin vao
cac bui rAm hoc hiém, so bo s6t mot tugng canh nio.

Budc chan chung té1 dat 1én 161 di trén van g(~3, nhu
woodden walk way cho du khach bai bién. T6i nhin ngay
ra cip tinh nhan Argenteuil [®] (1874) cia Edward Manet.

e G : gl 3 -

Robert va Ngoc Dung trong Sailling The Seine (1999) cua
J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

[6] Hinh trong bat ky Lac Vao Khung Tranh.



194 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

Chang va nang 4u yém ngdi bén nhau trén cai ghé dai bén bo
Song Seine. Nhung ¢ day, sau lung ho la con lach nhé c6 ghe
thuyén budng budom dung bén. J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dit tén
tuong canh 1a Sailing the Seine (1999). O twong canh nay
trong vién bao tang, nha diéu khic da vé mot bic tranh bang
c4 mang tudng cao rong cho khung canh song nudc va bén
thuyén, dugc dung phia sau cip tinh nhan.

Di b ciing d nhiéu, ching t6i ngdi xuéng nghi chan bén
chang thuy thu cia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. va thay phién nhau
chup hinh véi “cip tinh nhan” dy. Nhung ngdi khong yén, chi
do vai phut sau, ching t61 lai ding day di tim dau chan nhiing
nhan vat 4n tuong ma t6i khao khat mudn gip.

Doc theo bo song, toi bdng trong thdy mot tim bang ghi
mAy dong chit va vui ming reo lén:

“We are invited”!

“Chung ta dugc moi cai gi?” Robert ngo ngac hoi:

“Chan anh qua! Mot tugng canh ctia nha diéu khic c6 tén
la Were You Invited?”

Thuc vay, Robert di theo vo cho vui, chir chang c6 dé v gi
dén tranh anh, tugng canh nao cta ai ddu. Tén cac danh nhan
lich s, hay cac chinh trj gia thi chang nhé lam. Téi xdm xam
budc xudng miy buc gd, vao ngay khung canh cua J. Seward
Jonhson, Jr. dan dung theo btc tranh Le déjeuner des
canotiersl’l (1881) cua Pierre-Auguste Renoir. 21 birc tugng
c6 kich thudc ngudi that dimg, ngdi, nga nghiéng twa thanh tau,
an udng cudi néi quanh mot cai ban trén con tau nhd. Qua man
thuyén, giong song noi day rong hon. Bén kia song 1a mot khu
nha ctra khang trang ctia Thi Xa Hamilton, New Jersey. Robert
chup cho t6i may tdm hinh dtng 13n vao dam ngudi “dang an
ubng” ctia nha diéu khic, xem nhu minh ciing dugc ong ta moi
dn trua trén mot giong song thuc sy cua New Jersey, chi khong
phai trong tranh An Tuong.

[7] Hinh trong bat ky Lac Vao Khung Tranh.
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Ngoc Dung 1én thuyén khéng c¢6 gidy moi nén bi
J. Seward Johnson, Jr. hoi “Were You Invited?”

Tré 1€n bo, chung t6i tha than duoi bong cay bén song, roi
ngo1 nghi bén cai ban tron trai khin tring v6i bon ghé twa rong
. Trén ban bay mét chai, bon ly rugu do, bbn cai dia, khian

an trang con nguyén nép gip, mudng, dao, dia du ca. Ciing
khong thiéu gi6 banh mi, dia bo va lo hoa tim d6 vang. Chiing
t61 biét ngay ddy ciing 13 mot trd dua cot di dom cua chi nhan
vuon tugng nhung van gia bd nang ly moi nhau. Nhung ly



196 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

khong nhuc nhich. Tét ca déu duoc gin chit xudng ban. Thua
réng, cai ban va cac vat trén ban, ké ca khan trai ban va khan
an déu duoc dac vé nhu cac tugng canh nghé thuat cao cudng
cua J. Seward Jonhson, Jr.

J. Seward Johnson, Jr. mdi Robert ngdi bén Lake Side Table.

Tiép tuc tro choi U tim vé&i nhitng twong nhan cua J.
Seward Jonhson, Jr., t61, vang chi la t61 chir khong 1a Robert,
lai chu y toi cai bang Lakeside Table #1(1999) ¢ trudc mot cai
cong ctra dong then cai. Hai bén cira khong c6 tuong hay hang
rao chi co6 bui cay ram rap. Vin cua, kleng chan, nghen cO ngod
vao bén trong, to1 nhin thiy mot cai dau... den. Toi lay may
anh Robert dang cAm va di nguoc lai hang rao, tim chd giau
thua len vao. Robert kéu ém 1én:

“Dung, dung, em ng xubng song bay gio!”

Boi vi chd toi len hang rao xuong map mé nudce song,
nhung t6i tim chit may bui cdy, 1an timg budc lai phia cong.
Trong bong rdm cua tan cay rdm rap, hai nguoi dan ong va
mdt ngudi dan ba y phuc thoi French Impressionism, ngoi bén
ban voi méy cai ly va chai ruou. Hai nguoi dan 6ng déu co
rau rAm nhu Monet, Manet. Tay ho cam diéu thudc 1a. Tbi
khong nhan ra tugng canh nay dugc dung theo tranh nao. Va
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tai sao 6ng Johnson, Jr. lai nhét nhan tuong trong mot chd kin
dao nay? Hay la 6ng chua dan canh xong, hodc dinh ctra dong
then cai dé goi td mo nguoi xem nhu nang Ngoc Dung?

Robert lic dau, cudi:

“Em that 1a con nit? Cho anh xem cai anh em vira
chup nao?”

T6i hi himg mé méay anh. Nhung ci hinh téi om vi trong
bong ram rit. T6i lai quén khong bam flash, khi in anh ra phai
ddi do sang that cao van khong dugc 10.

Van voi doi mat 1ao lién, t6i vira di vira nhin quanh khong
bo s6t mdt x6 xinh nghi ngd. Mot cai ao sen hién ra trudc mat.
L4 sen to nhu cai met, van con xanh, nhung khong c6 cai hoa
ndo. Mot cai huong sen gia nho trén cai cudng cao ngong giilta
hé. T6i mon men di xung quanh xem con cai ndo gan tam tay
khong. Toi khong gap
may mén, khong dugc
nham nhi hat sen tuoi,
nhung t61 dugc gap Two
Sisters on the Terrace [l
(1881), cua  Pierre-
Auguste Renoir ma J.
Seward Johnson, Jr. da
ldy cam hirng dyng thanh
twong pham  Family
Secret (1998). Hai Chi
Em cua Renoir ngay xua
ngdi bén bo Song Seine,
gio day ho dang thu thi
bén nhau dudi tan ¢ thy
bén hd sen Grounds for
Ngoc Dung nghe lén Famlly Secret Sculpture, New Jersey.
(2000) cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr Trong trién  lam

Beyond the Frame , ding

[8] Hinh trong Lac Vao Khung Tranh.
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sau Hai Chj Em 1a mot birc tranh véi hang cdy nga anh ning
thu vang bén bd Séng Seine phan chiéu ca mot khung troi
xanh lo tho mong. Bay gio, trong khu vuon tugng New Jersey,
dang sau Hai Chi Em 1a mot nha thuy ta hai tang, c6 cho ngoi
an udng nhe cho du khach dirng chan ngim canh, ngdm ngudi
tranh cua Renoir, nguoi tugng cua Johnson, Jr. va nhitng buc
Contemporary Sculptures rdi rac quanh do.

T6i chup cho Robert dtng trén lau thity ta nhin xudng Hai
Chi Em cia Renoir. Nguoi dep trong tranh dugc hoa si duong
thoi chiém ngudng, hon mot thé ky sau lai duoc diéu khic gia
t6n lam than tuong va tha nhan ngudng mo. Oi, “My nhdn tu
c6 nhie danh twéng...”

Dé lai Hai Chi Em véi Bi Mdt Gia Pinh ho, chung toi tiép
tuc di trong vuon cdy cho khoi nang. Con dudng mon dan
chung t6i t6i cai hd rong, c6 vé thién nhién chtr khong nhan
tao. T6i bong nhin thiy mot con thuyén nho, rat “kha nghi”
trén mit ho.

“Anh c6 nhin thay canh buém den kia khong? N6 phai
lién h¢ té1 mot cai gi do.”

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung trong tugng cinh
If It were Time (1999) ctua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
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Ngoc Dung v6i tugng Claude Monet va trudc canh
If It were Time (1999) cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

Noi 16i, t6i rao chan di trude Robert va mit van khong roi
mathd. Mot cAy co tam tai, xanh tring d6 nhé trén nhitng ngon
cdy. Toi reo lén trong long: “Nhat dinh phai 13 tugng canh If
It were Time cta Johnson, Jr. T6i di theo hudng cay co va ré
xudng miy bac thém. Téi dung ngay Claude Monet dang ding
trudc gia vé, tay cam but 16ng to, bat 16ng nho va palette mau.
Hoa si dang hudng mét vao khung canh La Terrasse & Sainte-
Adressel® . Mot cip ding tudi ngdi ghé may dudi sin. Mot
cdp uyén wong tré dimg bén lan-can trong ra Bién Normandy,
ma & day 1a ho 16n ciia New Jersey. Vi dam mé cac danh hoa
an tuong, voi nghé thuat cao thu, J. Seward Johnson, Jr. da
cong phu tim ding dia diém dung nén canh If It Were Time nay.
Cai lan-can va hai cay cot cd duoc dic bang dong, cling khong
thiéu trong canh. Ngén nghé cao quy ctia nha diéu khic da
dugc ngudi doi ca tung tir thud sinh thoi, khong can doi dén
“tam bach dw nién hau” ...

[9] Hinh trong bat ky Lac Vao Khung Tranh, trang 187.
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T6i doi Robert chup cho miy kiéu ding véi Claude Monet.
Néu 13 hoa si bang xuong bang thit, t6i ddu dam khoi khoi hoi
Robert nhu vay, va nhat dinh chang s& khéng vui vé chut no. '

Vi ¢ ngoai trdi, nén tir khoi dau cude Theo Dau Chéin An
Tuong cia J. Seward Johnson, Jr., ching t61 khong gap co
nang Olympial'® trong Confrontaional Vulnerability, cau bé
thoi sao Follow Mel'!] | ba Landlady?) Chiing t6i ciing khong
nhin thay cp trai tai gai sic Whispering Close 13! | cap tinh
nhan say sua khiéu vii A Turn of the Century 1| nguoi dan
ba véi Oriental Fant*®1 |, con ché bong trén Lap of Choicel™®! .
Chiing t6i khong nghi téi A Thought to Consider!*l ctia mot
cap tinh nhan trong nha kiéng. Chung t6i ciing chwa dén cin
phong Welcome Home [8] | vi bi canh ctia nhitng twong pham
do khong ¢ ngoai troi1, ma ¢ trong nha nhu ching t61 da duoc
thudng ngoan tai Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
hoéi ddu nam.

Mit troi da dimg trura, chiing t6i cam thiy can an udng va
nghi chan dé di tré lai vai dia diém con luu luyén. Béan d6
Grounds For Sculpture dua chiing t6i tr¢ lai va di dudi dan
cay leo wisteria ma trong mua xuan, hoa tim ru tirng chum
chic phai lam ngo ngan long nguoi. Nhung, ching can doi

[10] Dua theo tranh Olympia (1863) cua Edouard Manet

[11] Dya theo tranh The Fifer (1866) ctia Edouard Manet

[12] Dya theo tranh L 'Arlésienne, Madame Josheph-Michel
Ginoux (1888) cua Vincent Van Gogh.

[13] Dya theo tranh Dance in the City (1883) cua Pierre Auguste Renoir
[14] Dua theo Dance at Bougival (1883) cuia Pierre-Auguste Renoir
[15] Dya theo tranh La Japonnaise, Camille Monet in Japanese
Costume (1876) cua Claude Monet.

[16] Dua theo tranh Young Girl at a Window (1883) cua Mary
Cassatt (1844-1926)

[17] Dya theo tranh In the Conservatory (1879) cua Edouard Manet
[18] Dua theo The Bed Room (1889) cuia Vincent Van Gogh
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e

The Waterlily Pond with the Japanese Bridge (1899):
Claude Monet.

t6i mua xudn, mot canh hién ra trudéc mat lam t6i ngin ngo
nhu dang di trong mo. The Bridge ctia Claude Monet ¢ bén
kia suoi. Trong mot gidy, toi khong tin hinh anh nay c6 that.
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Cay cau cong cong ciing dugc son mau xanh 14 ciy. Hai bén
cau lidu ra la da cham giong sudi xanh ngat moét mau. Nhat
cai nha ong J. Seward Johnson, Jr. nay rdi! Ong co ca 35
acres vuon tuong, xuong ve, xuong dic tuong ngay bén canh
vuon hoa, cdy co, sudi, song, hd. Ong ta ¢ thé 1am duoc tat
ca, ¢6 thé con hon nhiing gi Claude Monet c6 trong Giverny
Garden.

Cam on Ong J. Seward Johnson, Jr., tir khi con ¢ Bi, ¢
Puc va dén bay gio t6i van ao udc co ngay viéng tham Cay
Cau ctia Monet [19] trong vuon nha hoa si ¢ Giverny, mién Bic
Nudce Phap, nhung van chua thue hién duoc. Toi chup mot
tAm hinh cy cau ctia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. ma éng dit tén 1a
Monet Bridge, & goc canh nhu burc trong tranh cua Claude
Monet, va n6i voi Robert:

“Anh dtg day chup cho em mot cai dung trén cau nhé.”

“Chup xa nhu vy thi dau c6 nhin théy nguoi.” Robert ndi.

“Em khong muon lam xau cay cau.’

Thuyc vay, t6i cam thy quan ao ciia minh khong tha thuat,
khong thich hop voi bong lifu mém ri bén ciy cau duyén
dang. Di xem nhiéu sach tranh ciia Claude Monet, t6i khong
nhin thay nhan dang nao dugc nha danh hoa v€ trén cay cau
cia 6ng. Hinh nhu nhirg ngudi mau phu nit cia Monet déu
to 1on, ning né, déu trong phan, ddi nghich véi ciy ciu to lidu
mong manh bic qua ao hoa sung xinh tuoi tho mong ctia ngudi
hoa si.

T6i chi mudn hinh béng toi nhé i ti, 1An vao bong lidu hai
bén cau, phai nhin qua kinh hién vi méi thiy. Chi goi 13 mot
chut ky niém da ding chan noi day.

Toi tir tir, chAm cham, nhé nhe tirng budce di 1én cay cau
J. Seward Johnson, Jr. dé thAm nhdp cai cam tuéng phi
nguyén dang di trén cau Claude Monet bén troi Tay. Robert
chup cho t6i vai birc hinh trén Monet Bridge trong Grounds

[19] Claude Monet vé burc tranh The Waterlily Pond with The
Japanese Bridge (1899) trong vuon nha éng tai Giverny, Phap.
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for Sculpture, nhung t6i van chon birc hinh khéng c6 t6i trong
do, du rat nho, dé bén canh tranh Monet trong bai viét nay.

Va, hinh nhu tir phat d6 t61 da man nguyén, khong con ao
wdc dén tan Giverny dé nhin tan mét cay cau ctia Monet nita.
Boi vi hai cdy cdu gidng hét nhau va cdy ciu J. Seward
Johnson, Jr. ciing & trong mot bdi canh tho mong tuyét voi.
That 1a mdt ngay du lich 1y tudng cho mot nhém ban, cho
nhitng ké yéu nhau, cho nhitng cdp tinh nhan, cho nhiing
ngudi c6 tAm hon lang man, yéu chudng nghé thust.

T6i bay t6 y nghi voi Robert. Chang noi:

“Con anh, anh rat vui mimg thay em tung ting nhu con nit
duoc di choi vuon tré. Cam on em di cho anh mot budi hen
ho (a date) véi em. Chung minh phai 1am nhing chuyén di
choi nhu thé nay thuong xuyén hon.”

“Em mudn tré lai ddy vao mua hoa poppies va
wisterias ng.”

“Minh s& tré lai bat ctt khi ndo em mubn.”

Roi cdy cau danh tiéng d6 v6i bao luu luyén, chung toi di
qua mot thac nudc a0 ao chay manh, bdc hoi nhu swong mu.
Hai bén 15i vao Rat’s Restaurant 1a vuon hoa, cay canh duoc
cham chut timg bac trén ddi, timg budc bén chan. Chung toi
chon ngdi ngoai san nha hang dudi dan hoa gb son mau do
tuoi vui nhu méi. Ban ghé sit ciing son do, phit khin ban do.
Toi1 nodi voi Robert:

“Em goi mot cai salad ga thoi. Dé danh bung in banh ngot
va udng ca phé ngoai vudn Museum Shop. Budi sang lic méi
di vao, em thiy thip thoang c6 twong canh nao do.”

Robert cling dong y, dn mot cai hamburger va goi thém
hai ly nudc lanh. T6i ldy miéng chanh ciia Robert va cua toi
vat vao ly nudc lanh, thém hai goi duong héa hoc. Téi hy
hirng vi sy lau ¢4 ¢6 ly nudc chanh khong phai tra tién. Khach
ngdi an trua ngoai san nha hang kha dong, nhung khong on
30, ndo nhiét. Ai nay hinh nhu rat thu thai, quén thoi gian
dang troi. Ho khong néng ndy doi lau moi c6 mot cai
hamburger, hay sandwich. Nhitng giay phut thanh than, quy



204 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

gia nay that hiém c6 trong doi song hang ngay. Khong can
thién tinh cung quén duoc hét nhitng phién luy, nhidu nhuong
trén thé gian.

Tir chd nay, chung t6i van nhin dugc cdy Cau Monet mo
mang bén hang to 1iéu mém ra. Pan vit ung dung boi 161 trén
mat ho lac dac vai bong hoa sing cubi mia. Vao mua xuan,
mua hé canh nay sé khong khac nhitng birc tranh Waterlilies
ctua Claude Monet.

Leucantha(1993): Philip Grausman.

Du khach lai thém mdt ngac nhién nira. Gilta vung hoi
nudce toa bde nhu khoi suong éy, nho 1én mot khuon mat phu
nir my miéu trén can c6 thanh cao, toc chup mii boi 16i. Ngudi
ta c6 cam tudng “nang” dang ngdm minh trong hd nudc nong.
Do 1a birc tuong ban than, Leucantha (1993), 108” x 118” x
118”, bang nhom, sang loang dudi 4nh mat troi ban trua, ciia
Diéu Khic Gia Philip Grausman, gio su Yale University.

Mot buc tuong toan than phu nit trong xiém y do choi,
thuét tha, mém mai, v6i mai toc ngan, den bong om khuén
mit nho nhén duoc dat dtng trén mot bé da nhin bén bo hd
cua nha hang. D¢ 1a bic twong Summertime Lady (1999),
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116” X 32” X 24” bang ddng cia Diéu Khic Gia David
Hostetler, t6t nghiép Indiana University va Ohio University.

An xong, chiing t6i di xuyén qua nha hang vao Toad Hall
Gallery bén canh. Tiém ban cac pham vat nghé thuat, nit trang
béng bac, pha I¢, dd gém, lya, nhitng buc tranh nhd, nhung s&
vao 1a chay tay diy quy vi a! May qua, toi chi thich ngam,
khong mudn mua mot thir gi.

Ttr cira kinh ctia Toad Hall Gallery, t6i “danh hoi” thiy c6
mot cai gi do trong Court Yard, san bén ngoai. To6i hoi nguoi
ban hang: “Co tugng nao ¢ ngoai kia khong, ba?”

“Co, moi ong ba ra xem.”

La Promenade: J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

Vira mo ctra budce ra ngoai cai san rong hinh tron, téi thi
vi nhin ngay thay c@p uyén vong che 6 cho nhau trén “he ph6”
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Paris Street: A Rainy Day ctua Gustave Caillebotte, danh hoa
An Tuong Phap. Trong trién 1dm Beyond The Frame, J.
Seward Johnson, Jr. phai v& mdt buc tranh vi dai véi canh
Paris dudi troi mua rét mudt va dung dang sau cip uyén wong
che chung cdy 6. Nha diéu khac dit tén La Promenade cho
tugng canh nay va dan dung trude 16i vao Rat’s Restaurant.
Robert lai chyp vai hinh cho cdp tugng. “Ho” nhu c6 vé la
thuc khach dang di dén nha hang. Néu nguoi ta chi muén dén
an ¢ nha hang, khong tham viéng Grounds For Sculpture, thi
di vao 18 san trudce cta Rat’s Restaurant. Hom trude, troi da
nha nhem tdi, c6 thé tir xa, t0i da tudng cip tuong nay 1a thuc
khach nao d6 di téi nha hang. Vi thé toi d khong nhén ra
“ho” trong La Promenade cua Johnson, Jr.

Chung t6i hoi nguoi ban hang ciia Gallery thi dugc biét,
nhimg btc tugng indoor dugc trung bay trong Private
Gallery, phong tranh tu cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr. Va, hom
nay, ong khong c6 mat tai day.

Trén dudng tan bd trd ra Museum Shop ching t6i ngdi
nghi chan trén ghé da duoc dit thanh nhiéu hang nira vong
cung trén c6 cia Amphitheather. Tai rap hat ngoai troi nay va
tai nhiéu vi tri khac trong Grounds For Sculpture, nhu Court
Yard, Outdoor Cafe, Domestic Art Building, ngudi ta ¢ thé
vura thudng thurc nhitng chuong trinh ca, vii, nhac, kich, doc
tho, ké truyén, pupet show vira pinic. Du khach c6 thé tham
du nhiéu sinh hoat dia phuong néu theo ddi lich trinh héng
tun ciia Vuon Tuong.

Chung t61 vao Museum Shop, mua ky niém vai quyen
sach tranh anh mau vé Grounds For Sculpture, may tim
cards c6 hinh tuong, thém mot birc twong nho, rit tinh vi va
xinh dep, A Turn of the Century ctua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
dua theo tranh Dance at Bougival (1883) cua Pierre-Auguste
Renoir.

Con mot canh tuong cudi cung dang chd t6i, nhung toi
mudn kéo dai thoi gian con lai va nhan nha di vao Domestic
Art Building xem nhitng Modern Art Works ctia cac diéu khac
gia dia phuong, ché tao ngay trong xudng diéu khic cia
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Grounds For Sculpture. Water Garden bén ngoai Domestic
Art Building 1a nhitng Contemporary Sculptures dugc dat
trong nude chay, hay nude chay qua nhitng hinh thé, hinh khéi
diéu khac nay.

Sau cung, ching t61 vao Garden Cafe a an dudi bong rim
ciy cbi ram rap va chon ban gan tuong canh The eye of the
Beholder (1997) cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr., dua theo tranh
Chez le Pére Lathuile (1879) cua Edouard Manet. Khong khi
that ém dém, ngung dong nhu muén du khach ngimg chan noi
day that lau dai. Vai ban chung quanh c6 khach ngdi an udng
cham rai, nhan ha.

Tuong canh 13 cip nam nir ngdi bén nhau trong mot tiém
an. Nang trong xiém y den dai, toc béi cao. Chang trong bo
quan 40 mau hanh nhan, thit cai no 16n trinh trong trudce co.
Tay chang quang qua lung ghé ciia nang, mat dim dudi nhin
nang nhu san soc tham hoi: “Em da bot moéi chan chua?
Chung minh di bd hoi nhiéu nhi. Em mudn anh bop chan
cho em khong? Em mudn dung coffee, ice cream hay banh
ngot?”

Nhung chinh 1a chang Robert da hoi nang Ngoc Dung nhu
vay. Toi tra 1oi:

“Cho anh ng dén t6i vé nha. Bay gid em mudn udng ca
phé, an kem va ca banh ngot nira.”

Robert tron tron mat. Toi néi tiép:

“Anh va em mdi dda dn mot ntra kem va mot nira banh.
Nhung em can ca ly ca phé dé lai xe vé khoi budn ngi.”

T6i nghe nodi cai bi quyét cia nguoi Phap gilr than hinh
khong map, 1a chi an mdi mén mot chut, thi moén gi cling dugc
thudng thirc ma khong s¢ an qua do va lén ki.

Nhin quanh tim tiép vién nha hang, toi giat minh suyt vy
mot nguoi boi ban cta Piéu Khic Gia J. Seward Johnson,
Jr., dung cach day vai thudc, tay cam binh ca phé, nhin vé
phia chung t6i. Tuwong nhan boi ban khoac cai tablier dai,
trang ra ngoai bo quan 4o den véi cai no trén cd cling mau.

Trong trién 1dm Beyond The Frame, nha diéu khéc phai v&
mot birc tranh voi khuon vién cdy cbi um tim va chung cu
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thanh phd nhu trong tranh ctua Chez le Pére Lathuile cua
Edouard Manet, dé 1am nén canh cho The Eye of the Beholder.
Nhung ¢ day, chinh khung canh Garden Cafe, thuc khach va
chung t6i da 1am nén bdi canh pham.

Vira an vira md xem nhitng quyén sach tranh anh méi mua,
chung toi nhin lai nhitng nhan tuong diéu khic da duoc gip
trong Grounds For Sculpture hdm nay. Ching toi rat hai 1ong,
man nguyén chuyén di thim Vuon Tuong ndy. Cong trinh
xay dung nghé thuat cia J. Seward Johnson, Jr. that ddng né,
ddc nhat vo nhi. Néu ¢6 dip, ching t6i sé khong tur chdi tré
lai va s& tro lai vao cudi xudn, dau hé thi tot nhat.  Nghe noi,
ong chi vuon tuong va xuong diéu khic cia ong s& khong
ngimg tiép tuc dic v& twong canh ba chiéu dua theo nhing
buc tranh danh tiéng nghé thuat thé gidi, nhitng than tuong
Hollywood va danh nhan lich sir Hoa Ky...

T6i mong rang nhitng ngudi yéu chudng nghé thuat tranh
v€, di€u khac s€ co dip nhu t6i, vieng tham Grounds For
Sculpture it nhat 1a mdt 1an trong do1. ¥

NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG
Virginia ngay 7/10/2004
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Co S6 Tap Chi Cé Thom du lich Grounds For Sculpture,
10/24/2009
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- S

GS. Nguyén Ngoc Bich Nha Tho Hoang Song Liém
va GS. Dao Thi Hoi va phu nhan.
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Nguyén Lan va Diém Hoa Nguyét Hang véi Family Secret
Trong Grounds for Sculpture cua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung va Truong Anh Thuy trong twong canh
If It were Time (1999) ctua J. Seward Johnson, Jr.
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Ngoc Trinh va Ngoc Dung vdi tiép dii vién trong twong canh
Eye of the Beholder

st ay |
Théai Phuong, Ngoc Dung Nguyét Hang, Thu Thiy, Hai Yén,
Ngoc Thanh, than hitu, Ngoc Tu.
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NHUNG NGON CO THOM

Theo truyén thong tir nhidu nim qua, ngay 2 thang 4,
2006, khi hoa anh dao dang trong thoi ky thinh phong nhat, ro
nd dep nhat dudi ving troi Thu D6 Hoa Thinh Pén, Co sé
Van Hoc C6 Thom dé c6 mot dém hoi ngd cung doc gia, van,
thi, nhac, hoa si, bao chi, truyen thong va than hiru gan xa.
Pém Tho Nhac Cé Thom dugce td chie tai Nha Hang Harvest
Moon khang trang, rong rai trong Quan Falls Church,
Virginia, tiéu bang tho mong cia nhitg ngudi tinh ling man.

Ciing xin gi6i thiéu mdi lién hé cua nguoi viét véi Tam Ca
Nguyét San Co Thom, mdt tap san dugc phat hanh ba thang
mot ky va bon sé mot nam. Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung 1a mot
trong nhimng tac gia dé ung ho tai chanh va dong gop bai vo
ngay tir budi hop dau tién cac van nhan, thi si dugc moi, cach
nay 11 nam. Nha tho chii nhiém sang lap Luu Nguyén Pat cho
biét Co Thom s& 1a mot tap bao van hoc, nghé thuat, bién khao,
bat vy loi. Nghia 1 toan ban tri sy déu khong c6 thu lao, cac
tac gia giri bai vo t6i déu khong cé nhuan but. Khong nhiing
thé, C6 Thom sin sang nhan ung ho tir cac tac gia c6 tim long
phuc vu van hoc ngh¢ thuat. D6 1a mot tap bao dang duogc
khuyén khich va Ngoc Dung hing mong doi. Cong Pong Viét
Nam ving Hoa Thinh Dén da c6 nhiéu béo thong tin, thwong
mai hang tuan, hang thang vi nhu cau sinh hoat, nhung chua c6
mot td bao Viét ngit ndo co chu truong vin hoc thuan tay,
nghiém chinh. Vi thé nén t6i di tng hd va cong tic voi CoO
Thom ngay.
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Hai nam sau 6ng chu nhiém moi t6i tiép tay sinh hoat
thuong xuyén voi chiic vu pho Cha Bat. Vai ndm sau nira,
ong chu bt bé Cé Thom ra lam hai to bdo khac. Chu Nhi¢m
va Van Thi Hitu Hoi Vién Co Thom dé cir toi gitlr chure vu chu
but. Trong phién hop ngay 4 thang 10, nam 2003, Chi Nhiém
tir chire va dé ctr Chii Bt Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung kiém chtrc
vu cht nhiém ludn. Vi khong moi dugc ai gitt nhiém vu nay,
nén t6i da ganh vac tap bao tir ngay d6 va van kiém tim, van
chd doi mot chii but nhiét tinh dén v6i Tam Ca Nguyét San
C6 Thom. Ngoc Dung dd bo nhiéu cong sirc véi Co Thom,
da thuong mén C6 Thom, khong mudn vuon Co Thom sém
tan lui. Cé Thom s€ luon ludén dugc cham s6c nhu mai toc
duoc cit xén, chai chudt dé 1am dep thém céc giai nhan, tai ti
trong lang van hoc.

Tap san van tiép tuc myc dich phuc vu van hoc, ngh¢ thuét
bét vu loi. Bao chi can su ung ho tai chanh khiém nhuong cua
ddc gid, hoi vién, ké ca céc tac gia thanh danh, chi can du chi
phi in 4n va gui béo. TAt ca ban tri sy déu con 1a cong, tu
chure, nhung tinh nguyén lam vi¢c khong luong cho Cé Thom.
Téng Thu Ky DS Trang My Hanh, titc Nha Tho Y Anh, giit
viéc gui bao cho ddc gia dai han. Pho Chd Nhiém, Nha Tho
Phan Kham, kiém vi¢c gtri bao cho hoi vién. Pang Nguyén
giri bao cho than chi quang cio. Nha Tho Cé Thom nay rat
anh hung, nghia hi¢p. Vi cong viéc lam an, anh khong c6 thoi
gio dem bao dén ting than chii. Anh bo bbn hay nam tap bao
vao mdi bao Priority Mail va dem ra buu dién giri. Anh hién
ngang khong thém tinh tién voi Co Thom. Mdi lan hop mit
Tét anh con dinh 1i xi “member fee” cho Cé Thom nita. Chu
nhiém phai kéu 4m 1én: “Thoi thoi, anh cho C6 Thom d rdi.”

Phan Chu Nhiém, mdi ky bao ra, ciing phai giri bén hay
ndm tap cho cac dai dién Co Thom trong Hoa Ky véi buu phi
duong bo va guri Global Priority Mail cho cac dai dién ¢ ngoai
qudc. Chu Nhiém ciing... luoi khong trir tién vao quy Co
Thom, dé nhin thay ngan quy C6 Thom cOn du in s6 béo sau.
Lam bao bat vu loi, phuc vu vin hoc nghé thuat, dé chir nghia
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ong cha khong bi mai mQt ¢ hai ngoai la cin mot su hy sinh,
khong nhiéu thi it, khong loi 16¢ gi vé tai chanh! Nhung tinh
than vui vi lam duge mot viée co y nghia, gigi thi¢u kién thirc
van hoc, ngh¢ thuat, van thi tai ning...

Cang ngay Co Thom cang c6 thém ddc gia, hdi vién, van,
thi, ngh¢ si trong Hoa Ky va cac nuéc Au, A, Uc cong tac.
Béo tir 150 trang 1én t6i hon 200 trang, va c6 mot sé giam doc
cong ty dich vu yéu chudng van hoc, cho quang cao thuong
truc. Co S& Co6 Thom da phu giup céac tac gia Co Thom trinh
bay va in 4n 20 tac pham vin, tho, bién khao. Hdi vién Co
Thom dugc mua sach bdo Co6 Thom véi mdt nura gid ban &
ngodi. Ngudi C6 Thom ra chg Tét hang nim ban sach bao,
nhung khong quyén gop mot ngén quy 16n, chi can du chi phi
in 4n hang nim 4 s6 bao ma thoi.

Tur khi chua 1a chii nhiém, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung ciing
d3 bo hét tAm Iyc ra to chirc ngay sinh nhat hang nam ciia Tam
Ca Nguyét San C6 Thom. Niam nay, néu toi lai lo ngay ky
niém nay cling khong c6 gi la.

Troi chiéu nhitng con ngudi ning tinh véi vian hoc, Ngay
C6 Thom ning hdng 4m 4p, phai nit dugc dip khoe nhiing ta
40 dai mong manh nhu to trdi. Cac nang kiéu nit khong phai
khoéc 40 len hay khin choang che l4p nhitng mau 4o tuoi thim
hon ca mau hoa anh dao bén bo Tidal Basin cia Hoa B6. T6i
mic lai cai 40 dai da dién trong budi ra mat tap hoi ky Sai Gon
Ning Nhé Mura Thwong 12 nam veé trude. Ngoc Dung co 1én
ky mot chit, nhung than hinh van thodi mai trong lan 4o nira
h@)ng, ntra xanh hoa mau don, dugc Ba Anh Pao ¢ vung
Northern Virginia, v& tir nguc xudng gau 4o.

Khoéng 4 gid 45 phut chiéu d6, t6i hdi hop toi Nha Hang
Harvest Moon, truéng ban van nghé C6 Thom, Nhac Si Phan
Anh Diing d3 c6 mat & d6 v6i cdu con trai 16n 1a Qubc Duy
phu 6ng than sinh lip va thir may slide s& chiéu hinh sinh hoat
Co6 Thom trong 10 ndm qua. 30 ban dang dugc bay bién trong
can phong rong 16n, vudng van véi mot ban du bi va mot ban
cho ban nhac 1a 32 ban.
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Gan 5 gio chang t6i vui ming nhin thiy Nhat Hoang,
ngudi diéu khién 4m thanh t6i. Nhat Hoang 1a con trai Ca Si
Nhat Phuong trong Ban Hgp Ca Hac Thanh véi Nhat Béng,
Thé Tan, Hong Hao mot thoi vang son Sai Gon nim xua.

Nha Vin Nguyén Lan M téc gia tap truyén S6i Néi, dang
dép tao nha thu sinh lirng thiing di vao, bén canh la phu nhéan,
Nha Tho Diém Hoa 2! manh mai trong bd gim mau hoa hong
Brigide Bardot, nhur dem theo 4nh néng ruc r& tir bén ngoai,
lam sang lang thém khung canh nha hang. Ca hai dén sém
nhu d3 hira dé nhan s ban va lat nita s& don tiép quan khéach.

it phat sau, Nhac Truong Tran Luong cta chung toi tuoi
cuoi bude vao cung lac véi Phd Chu Nhiém Phan Kham vac
hai cay cd, va biéu ngit “Co Sé Co Thom Chao Mirng Quan
Khach”, theo sau 1a thir nit kidu diém Kellina. Nha Tho tac
gid Bén Dong Thach Han cling mang vao hai thung nang bao
Co6 Thom. Dang 1€ Nha Tho Bang Nguyén, tac gia tap tho Ba
Kho Dong L¢, lanh trach nhiém dem hai cay co toi. Nhung
tin budn chau bé gai Julianne Poan Nguyen bbn tudi cua 6ng
noi Pang Nguyén bi sung phoi vi nhiém lanh phai nam nha
thuwong bay tuan 18, va di theo thién than bay vé troi sang sém
do, nén dong I¢ lai tudn trao. Anh Pang Nguyén khong con
long da nao tham dy ti€c C6 Thom. Ngoc Dung c6 hai chau
ndi, hai chau ngoai nén cang cam thong ndi dau dén mat mat
clia ngudi ban tho! Co S¢ Co Thom xin chia budn véi Nha
Tho Bang Nguyén va ba me chau Julianne.

Nang tho Phi Hong cta Thi Si Phan Kham va than phuy,
duoc truong nam Tuan Khanh, Pho Tong Thu Ky C6 Thom
chd toi cung véi mat thung bao nira.

Co6 Thom s 34 duogc tAm tic khen ngoi rat nhiéu. Bia
b4o bon mau trang plastic bong lang, hoa tim xen 1dn hoa
vang 14 xanh trong nang huy hoang. Chit C6 Thom mau cd
non xanh don chan troi. Tac gia hinh bia 1a nhiép anh gia
Sonny Senser, thir nam ctia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung. Néu &
Virginia, thé nao chang ta cling c6 mit tai Dém Tho Nhac Co
Thom véi cai méy anh.
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Noi dung bao Cé Thom phong phu, hinh dnh dugc nha in
CT Printing cta ong ba chit Phan Thanh Thu chim soc can
than, chit in sic nét ké ca nhitng trang quang cdo that rd rang,
mat mat. Thué ban dau, bao chi diy khoang 150 trang, ban 7
My¥ kim. Nay da 1én t6i hon 200 trang ma tur vai ndm nay da
ha gid con 5 My kim.

K¥ thuat gia CT Printing ctia Ong Ba Phan Thanh Thu,
Maryland, da chi cho t6i cach chuyén ban thao C6 Thom vao
PDF file va email cho nha in. Tir d6, C6 Thom duoc in thiang
tir computer qua may in. T6i khong phai in tdp bao ra gidy,
lam camera ready, nha in khong phai chup lai rdi méi in.
Trang bao sang sua hon. Hinh anh rd rang, sac sao hon nhirng
s0 bao trudc rat nhiéu.

Téi ciing xin khoe rang da tu trinh bay duogc tit ca céc tac
pham ctia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung xut ban tir nim 1995 ciing
nhu tap but ky Non Nuoc Da Vang trong c6 chuong “Nhirng
Ngon C6 Thom” nay. C6 nhimg hinh anh Ngoc Dung phai lam
sang hon hay t6i hon, cit, ghép, chuyén tir hinh ndy dan vao hinh
kia dé khong thiéu mot khudn mit than thuong nao. Tuy mat
nhiéu thoi gid kién nhan lam viéc ti mi, “cht nhiém bat dic di”
tw trinh bay tap bao dé tiét kiém ngan quy. Gap ¢ ‘truong hop
kinh té kho khan" Tam Ca nguyét San Cé Thom van cé thé

“truong ky khang ChlA ”. Tuy nhién, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
khong phai tay nghé, néu sach bao khong hoan hao lam, xin quy
vi cham chudc cho.

Ciing nén noi, s¢ di Ngoc Dung c6 dugc cai kha nang tam
dung d6 1 nhd dng chong va ba cau con trai Nguyén Nguyén
Thity, Nguyén Trudng Son va Nguyén Than Phong chi dan vai
ba diéu vé computer.

Nguyén Thuy chi cho 61 cach trinh bay sach, bao va vi ¢
gan nén moi Kkhi ¢6 truc trac vé may moc anh chang lai bi ba
me réo goi cau curu. Céau con trai trudng nay, cho t6i co6 con
dau ngoan 1a Kelly va hai chau nd1 khau khinh, thong minh la
Bé Mai va Thuy Jr.

Vé Truong Son, anh chang gia dau roéi ma van chua vo
con. Cau con trai thtr hai nay da chi cho ba me céch stra chira,
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edit, nhitng tAm anh khong dugc hoan toan va cach stra sic dep
cho cac dung nhan da nhiéu vét nhin, vét ndm trén mat ké ca
“cai toi dang thuong hai”.

Nhung Than Phong lai 1a nguoi cho “Photo Impression”
va “The Big Box Of Art” Programs vao computer cho tdi dung
trinh bay sach bao. Than Phong thiy cai logo C6 Thom tir
thud ban dau “lem nhem” qua, nén da dung computer graphics
lam lai cai logo ma Tam Ca Nguyét San Co Thom str dung tir
nhiéu nam nay. Than Phong cé vo, nhung méi chi cé ba con

.. chd ndm ngoan trong nha va chay long nhong ngoai vuon.

Néu khong c6 chong con phu mét tay, chua chic toi da
trinh bay dugc vira y sach bdo ciia Co S& Cé6 Thom. Co6 con
g4i toi, Ngoc Han c6 chong David va hai con trai Anton, Levi,
khoéng gitp t6i vé van dé computer, nhung ciing nhu cac chi
em t6i, tat ca déu bi trung dung 13 hoi vién cua C6 Thom.
Nghia 1a mdi nim déu dong cho C6 Thom 50 My kim. Chéau
ngoai toi, Anton da lai xe va la mot cay base ball va basket
ball cuia nha truong. Ba ngoai khong con phai baby sit chau
nita, nhung s& c6 ngdy chau s& phai grandma sit roi...

Tré6 lai budi ky niém sinh nhat thir 11 ciia Tam Ca Nguyét
San C6 Thom, 04/02/2006. Trudc khi quan khach dén, anh
Bui Ctru Vién, cyu Pai T4 Hai Quan va ciing 1a mot than chu
cho Cé Thom quang cdo, chd phu nhén t¢i. Nha van Hong
Thuy 16ng 1ay trong ta 4o dai lya ‘mong mau canh sen, quan
sa-tanh tim, trén tay bén bo hoa hong twoi dep dé 14t nita day
cac tac gia sé tang cac ngh¢ si ngadm tho, hay ca ban nhac cua
minh. Tiép theo 1a Cay Vi Cam Dam Xuan Linh va phu nhén
dén cung véi Tam Hao hién thé cua Nhac S C6 Thom Phan
Anh Diing. L€ di nhién Tam Hao 1a ca st cia C6 Thom va c6
glong hat trong veo tleng sudi nudc reo, cao mong tleng sao
diéu vi vut.

T6i dang lo ling thi ngudi diéu khién chwong trinh, Thai
Phuong xuat hién. Qua sinh hoat hoi hop ctua Cyu Nit Sinh
Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh Pén t6i quen va duoc thudng thirc
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giong ca 4m &p truyén cam cua Thai Phuong. Thé 14 c¢6 nang
bi bt céc va trd thanh ca si, hoi vién Co Thom.

T4t ca cac diéu can thiét dd co trong tay, cac nhan vat quan
trong nhat da c6 mit cho gidy phut trong dai. T6i thd phio nhe
nhdm trat mbi lo au...

Sau gio quan khéch luc tuc to1. Kellina, ai nir xinh dep ctuia
anh chi Nha tho Phan Kham — Phi Hong, va Tong Thu Ky D&
Trang My Hanh ngdi soat vé, chi s6 ban cho quan khach. Chi
Phi Hong phai di 1am, nén Kellina d4 thay thé ba than sinh. D6
la sy thuén y, thuadn tinh ctia Gia Pinh C6 Thom ching t61,
“ddng vién” tt ca vo chdng con cai vao sinh hoat Cé Thom,
néu c6 thé.

My Hanh mdc 4o dai voan mau héng nhat, hoa mau h@)ng
xam hon. Kiéu nir Kellina trong 4o dai sa-tanh mau dd, canh
tay tran, c6 mo rong. Thoi trang nay rat hop voi nhimng ngudi
dep thon tha, manh mai nhu Kellina.

Ph6 Téng Thu Ky Tuin Khanh cing cac nha tho, nha vén,
nghé si: Hoang Trung Duwong, Phan Kham, Hong Thuy,
Nguyén Lan, Phan Anh Diing, TAm Hao, Thai Phuong, Bui
Thanh Tién va Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung giit viéc tiép tan dua
quan khéch vao ban.

Thoi dai computer nay van c¢6 cac nha tho, nha vin con
viét tay. Co6 Thom ciing nhu nhiéu bao khac da tir chdi ding
cac bai van dai viét trén gidy. Nhung Co Thom khéng quan
ngai danh mdy nhirng bai tho ngin. Phan Tuin Khanh nhan
10i: “Chau c6 thé danh nhing bai tho dé nhan dip d6 6n tiéng
Viét.” T6i ndam ngay co hoi. Thé 1a Tuan Khanh tré thanh Pho
Tong Thu Ky. C6 lan Nha Tho Phan Kham khong tham du
sinh nhat C6 Thom dugc, Tuin Khanh di thay thé ong than sinh
chay nhiing viéc can stic nam nhi trai trang.

Trudc khi ro1 nha, trong danh sdch quan khéch t61i c6 303
nguoi trong d6 c6 bdén ban cua Hoi Ai Hiru Cyu Nit Sinh
Trung Vuong viung Hoa Thinh Pén di tng ho ga nha. Cai
“x06m” do lac nao cling sang ruc nhitng dung nhan, rdn ra
nhiing tiéng cudi.
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T6i da duy tri néu khong c6 khach dén bt ngd. Anh Phan
Kham, Thai Phuong va toi s& ngdi ban ngoai, gan cira ra vao,
goi mon an riéng. Néu co thém vai khach nira ching toi sé
ngdi vao ban chét. Qua nhién gin dén gio khai mac thi ¢
thém 7 nguoi khach bat ngo dén va ching toi ngdi vao ban thir
32 gan sin khau.

Ngay sau 7 gid, nha Tho Y Anh P Trang My Hanh moi
Phé Chu Nhiém Phan Kham 1én san khau lam 18 chao co Hi¢p
Chung Qudc Hoa Ky va Viét Nam Cong Hoa ciing mic niém.
Giong nha binh sang sang ctia Nha Tho C6 Thanh Quang Tri
rat thich hop v6i nghi 18 ndy. Trong phat mic niém anh Phan
Kham c6 nhic d6i 10i tuong niém Nha Bao HO Vin Dong,
Chu But Tuan Bao Song Than vira ta thé tai Fairfax, Virginia,
ngay 30 thang 3, 2006.

Tiép theo, pho cha nhiém moi Nha Tho Y Anh 1én doc
chuong trinh tong quat va moi Chu Nhiém chao mimg quan
khach. Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung c6 vai 1oi that ngan gon, du
noéi Ién ¥ nghia cta budi hoi ng0 va tri an quy vi doc gid, than
hiru, than chi cho quang cdo, bao chi, truyén thong trong ving
Thi D6 Hoa Thinh Dén di ung ho va khuyén khich Co Thom
qua nam thtr 11. Ly do thu hai cia Bém H1 Ngo Mua Xuan
1a dé céac anh chi em van, thi, nhac, hoa si C6 Thom chung vui,
thudng cong nhau da nd luc gdy dung Tap San duoc viing vang
thanh cong trong 10 nim qua va cung hira hen di tiép con
duong phuc vu van hoc ngh¢ thuét tuong lai.

Nguyen Thi Ngoc Dung ciing gioi thi€u quy vi quan khach
& xa vé: Nha Tho Nguyén Chi Thién dén tir ving ning 4m
California; Nha Vin Giang Su Luat Duong Nhu Nguyén dén
tir Denver; Nha Tho Hai Biang Hoang Dan Binh cung phu
nhan dén tir Arizona; Nha Tho Ho6 Bang, Nha Tho Ngo Thy
Van va phu quin xudng tir Pennsylvania.

Nha Tho Hai Bang Hoang Dan Binh vén tha thiét moi vin
thi hiru C6 Thom di tham ving ky quan thé gidi Grand Canyon
va Las Vegas clia anh chi. Nhung biét dén bao gid ching toi
moi ciing nhau 1am mét chuyén du lich hap dan do... Ai ciing
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co cudc séng that tit bat véi viée lam, gia dinh va sinh hoat
thudng xuyén trong cong dong.

Trong dip nay, ching t6i c6 mot sy mung hut. Bién khao
gia Tran Bich San Pl @3 mua vé mdy bay, d3 nhic nhd Co
Thom phai moi cho ky duoc hai ngudi ban than, ddng mon
Chu Vin An 1a anh D6 Hung va anh Nguyén Pic Thuy tham
du Pém Tho Nhac C6 Thom. Ching t6i da xép hai vi nay
ngdi ban véi anh. Nhung rdi phut chét, ngoc thé bat an, anh
Tran Bich San khong vé tham vuon C6 Thom dang 1én mau
tuoi tot, trdim hoa dua nd. T6i hen anh vé choi vao mua hé
hay mua thu. Cé Thom khong muén phai doi dén mua xuan
sang nam ma&i dugc gap lai anh.

Ngoc Dung cham dirt phan chao mimng véi 1i chic quan
khach mot dém xuan vui vé va mot mua xuan hanh phuc, diéu
t6i can thiét va quan trong nhat doi nguoi.

Sau d6, Nha Van Hong Thity moi mot danh sach dong dao
Nhitng Ngon Co Thom van, thi, nhac, hoa si 1én drng mot hang
trén san khau va mot hang dudi sin khau dé chup hinh ky niém.

Danh sach nhiing nhan vat khong xa la, da va dang phuc vu
van hoc nghé thuat Co Thom d6 1a: Nha Tho Quynh Anh @
Y Anh B! Tran Quéc Bao !, Viét Bang (Maryland), Hai Bang
[l Phan Anh Diing, Chui bién Website Cé Thom, Hoang Tring
Duong 81 Ly Hiéu, Diém Hoa, Phan Kham [, Phan Tuén
Khanh, Vuong Ptrc Lé 29 Hoang Song Liém M, Nguyén Huy
Long, Nguyén Phi Long 2| Bach Mai, Duong Nhu Nguyén
(3] Nguyén Ngoc Oanh, Bui Thanh Tién (141 'Van Thi ST Ha
Binh Trung % (Nguyén Chii But Cé Thom), Ngé Thy Van[®l,
cac Nha Vin Hoang Lan Chi, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung 71
Hoang Dung, Vi Khué M8 Nguyén Lan % Pham Xuéan Thai,
Hong Thiy, Truong Anh Thyy ?% | Pham Van Tuan 2V, céc
Nhac Si Phan Anh Diing, Hoang Cung Fa, Huy Lam 22, Pam
Xuan Linh; cac Hoa ST Vii H6i [®, Lé Vin Lai...

Trén day chi la danh sach Nhitng Ngon Co Thom hién di¢n.
Chung t6i chua ké dén Nhitng Ngon C6 Thom trong ving
nhung ving mit nhu Bién Khao Gia Nguyén Vin Thanh,
Nguyén Ngoc Bich 24, Nha Tho Ngb Tang Giao 2%, Ta Quang
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Trung, Nguyén Duc Vinh 28 | Nhing Ngon Cé Thom phuong
xa nhu Bac California ¢6 Nha Tho Kim Vii #7 va Viét Bang
(281 Nam California c6 Nha Tho Cao My Nhan ?°1 | Bién
Khao Gia Tran Bich San & New Orleans. Bén Phap c6 Nha
Vin Ho Truong An BY . Tai Pic Qubc c6 Nha Vin Vii Nam
Y Tai Gia Na Dai c6 Nha Van Tiéu Thu 2 va nhiéu tac gia
khip noi khéc nita.

Van Thi Nhac st
Hang trén sdan khdu tir trai: Hoang Lan Chi, Y Anh, Ngb Thy
Van, Trwong Anh Thuy, Vi Khue, Hoang Dung, Bach Mai,
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Hong T ‘hity. Hang trén san: Nguyen
Lan, Huy Lam, Phan Khdam, Ly Hiéu, Hoang Cung Fa, Hai Bang,
Tran Quéc Bdo.
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Quy vi doc gia s€ co cau hoi: “Tam Ca Nguyét San Co
Thom c¢6 mdt danh sach hung hau Nhitng Ngon Co Thom,
thom limg dia phuong, cong tac nhu vay, hé lai ching cham
lo san soc, gz‘?ly dung dugc mdt khudn vién van hoc nghé
thuat tuoi dep hay sao? Vi thé ching t6i luén c6 ging hét
strc minh dé khong phu long quy vi doc gia.

Tur trai, Van Thi si: Hoang Trung Duong, Ha Binh Trung,
Bui Thanh Tién, Hoang Song Liém, Nguyén Phu Long,
Vwong Durc Lé.

Tam Ca Nguyét San C6 Thom chao don nhiing céy but ky
cyu, hoan nghénh va tiép nhan cac tai nang tudi tré, hoi tu
nhitng tAm hon yéu chudng van chuwong nghé thut tir khip néo
chan troi vé v6i vuon hoa Cé thom. Nhimng ngon Co Thom,
Phuong Thao khiém nhudong, moc mac nhung chi can mot lan
£16 nhe thodng qua cling du dua huong thom ngat cd mot khu
vuon, bay qua nhitng canh dong, thung liing, nui rimg bat
ngan, bat ngat... Co Thom dé lai that 1au dai huong thom trén
tay nguoi dung cham, ve vudt thuong mén co.
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Pén nay, Co Thom d4 c6 mang ludi, www.cothommagazine.com,
do ba chuyén gia k§ thuat Phan Anh Diing, Nguyén Vin B4 va
Thity Senser phu trach. C6 Thom s& thom ling khip chén troi
goc bién, nhitng noi ndo ¢ con chau Lac Hong. L& di nhién,
huong Co Thom di bay vé Sai Gon, di bay sang Ha Noi va
nhiéu noi khic bén qué nha. Néu c6 nhimng nhanh c6 thom la
dugc thao chita tri duoc nhiéu bénh nan y thi Tam Ca Nguyét
San Coé Thom ciing 14 noi giai sau, giai mudn, giri gdm suy tu,
tam tinh, kién thirc ctia Nhitng Ngon C6 Thom tai ning mudn
dem ra phuc vu van chuong, ngh¢ thuat, tinh nguoi ¢ Hai
Ngoai.

Vi Hoi, Phan Anh Diing, Pham Xudn Thdi, Nguyén Ngoc Odnh.

Giay phut chup hinh ky niém sinh nhat 11 ndm C6 Thom,
gii phu nit chung t6i duoc nhuong dimg trén san khiu, nhin
xubng ca chuc cai may hinh chép 16e, sang choi anh den.
Ngoai Nhiép Anh Gia Buddy Photo, mét than chu quang cao
ctia Co Thom, chung t6i nhan thdy c6 Nha Tho Viét Bing va
nhiéu 6ng kinh ciia quy vi quan khach khac. Van Si H6
Truong An da dan do t6i khi c6 hinh nay phai gui cho anh mot
céi in 16n (ca trang co), dé anh co thé nhan dién timg ngudi.


http://www.cothommagazine.com/
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Anh mudn dém nép nhin hay xem xét mau son phan, 40 quan
cua phu nir chung t6i chang?

Tiép theo phan chup hinh, Nha Tho Bén Dong Thach Han
moi quan khach dung da tiéc bay mén hau hinh va ngon miéng
cua Nha Hang Harvest Moon trude khi thudng thirc chuong
trinh van nghé. Y kién nay dugc nha tho Nguyén Chi Thién
[33] nhiét liét tan thanh. Trong khi an, quan khach c¢6 thoi gio
chuyén tro, han huyén dé khi dn xong c6 thé chu y thudng thire
tho nhac. Nhu thé cac nghé si s€ hung khoi trinh dién hon.
Thuc vy, chung toi cling mudn thé, nhung doi khi chuong
trinh quéa dai ma khong thé bé duoc muc nao. Ban t6 chirc Co
Thom bao nhau s& phai khic phuc dugc diéu nay ¢ twong lai.

Hang trén, Nghé Si trinh dién: Théi Ninh, Ngoc Dung,
Qudc Duy, L& Dung, TAm Hao, Anh Diing. Hang dudi:
Nhu Huong, Bach Mai, Bich Dinh, Kiéu Nga, Loan Phuong, Hiéu
Thuén, Hoang Cung Fa, Pam Xuan Linh, Thai Phugng, Hoang
Tiép, Ngd Minh Tri, Bui Thanh Tién.
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Trong thoi gian quan khach dung da ti¢c, nhirng hinh anh
sinh hoat cua Co S& Van Hoc Cé Thom trong 10 nam qua
dugc trinh chiéu rat rd trén man anh tudng 16n xung quanh
phong an. Pay la cong lao ctia nhan vat phu trach Mang Ludi
Co6 Thom: Phan Anh Diing

Khi moén trang miéng dugc dem ra, trudng ban van nghé,
Nhac Si Phan Anh Diing 1én san khiu gi¢i thiéu hai MC, Thai
Phuong va BDam Xuén Linh. Thai Phuong trong 4o dai 16ng
lanh tim hong, hong tim, c¢6 rong cai hoa d6. Pam Xuan Linh
Ién khung business suit and tie nhu da sé cac vi tu mi nam tir
khéc. Ban Hop Ca C6 Thom vé1 Bui Thanh Tién, Ngd Minh
Tri, Hoang Tiép, Anh Diing, Tam Héo, Thai Phuong, Thai
Ninh va Ngoc Dung m¢ dau chuwong trinh vin nghé véi “Bai
Hat Mua Xuan” vui tuoi hao hirng cua Nhac St Thanh Trang.
Hoang Tiép co giong vang tenor va ¢ trién vong thay thé ca
si Vii Khanh.

Sau d6, cac nghé si trinh dién tho nhac kich trong Pém C6
Thom dugc moi 1én san khau chyp hinh ky niém. Nam thanh
dién mao banh bao, nit ti quan 14 4o luot, 16ng 1iy. Ong chu
Harvest Moon gitr viéc thau hinh va htra s€ cho ching t61 mot
DVD. Chung t6i nhitng tuéng s€ dugc mot DVD “Co Thom
By Night* dé ban cho den, gdy quy. Khong ngd Ong Chu Nha
Hang chua quen v6i may méi, DVD khéng 1én hinh. Budn
nam... muoi phut!

Xong phan chup hinh ky niém, Thai Phuong véi giong
ngot ngao, duyén dang, Bam Xuan Linh véi dang chitng chac,
diém dam gidi thiéu mot chuong trinh ban thinh phong dic
sic sau ddy do cic tai ning khong hay chua chuyén nghiép
nhung ciing chang kém gi chuyén nghiép:

Bach Mai dién ngdm bai tho “Nhé Mua Xuan Cii” ctia Nit
S Quynh Anh, va bai tho “Binh Tuit Xuan Khai” cta Thi Si
Hai Bang, H.D.B. véi tiéng sdo than sau Dao Céng Minh phu
hoa. Phai cong nhan rang Bach Mai c6 giong ngam diéu luyén
va hay nhat ving Tha D6 Hoa Thinh Pon hién nay! That la
quy, nguoi nghé si ndy ngam di cac thé diéu tao dan, a dao,
quan ho, ho Mién Trung, ho Mién Nam...
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Hiéu Thuén ca “Van Tho Cho Ai”, tho Phan Kham, Phan
Anh Diing pho nhac. Thai Ninh trinh bay “Nhé Em”, tho
Nguyén Phii Long, Pham Vinh Son phd nhac. “Mua Thu
Xua”, tho Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, nhac Hoang Cung Fa (tha
nam ciia c6 Nhac ST Hoang Trong), qua giong ca cua chinh
nhac si.

Vin nghé si: Y Hoa, Tran Luwong, Phing Vin Son, Tri¢u Vinh,
Duwong Nhu Nguyén, Dao Cong Minh, Huyén Phan.

Loan Phugng ngam bai tho “Mua Binh Minh” ctia Bach
Mai véi tiéng sdo Pao Cong Minh phu hoa va ca bai “Pho
Tuong”, tho Vi Hoi, Song Ngoc phé nhac.

“Tinh Khong Phai” tho Ha Binh Trung, nhac Phan Anh
Diing, qua tiéng hat Hoang Tiép. “Tiéc Cho Mot Cudc
Tinh”, tho Hong Thily, nhac Van Son Truong dugc Bich
Dinh trinh bay.

Pé thay d6i khong khi, Huyén Phan va Lé Dung di xuat
hién trong man hai kich “ Hi Thi Chim”. Huyén Phan va
Lé Dung dién xuat rat khéo, rat nha nghé. Ban kich vui nay
da dugc hoan nghénh tai nhiéu dai hdi van nghé trong vung.
Nhung rat tiéc da khong hop véi quan khach Co Thom. Toi
d3 hen voi Lé Dung va Huyén Phan: “Chuyén dugc wa thich
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hay khong la thuong tinh. Kich la mudén mat, muon canh.
Biét y khan gia C6 Thom rdi, nim sau Huyén Phan va Lé
Dung chon mot man khac danh trung tim den ho, cho ho biét
tay nghé nghiép diéu luyén ctia minh ch!” Xin hen quy vi
mua Xuan Hoa D6 2007.

Tiép tuc chwong trinh vin nghé 1a ban “Xin Pung La
Ning”, tho Quynh Huong, Huy Lam phd nhac, dugc trinh bay
qua tiéng hat Nhu Huong, mot danh ca trong ving. “Trién
Mién”, tho Luu Nguyén DHat, Triéu Vinh phd nhac va ca.
“Mau Xanh Ban Chiéu”, nhac va 16i cia Thanh Trang, do
Tam Hao trinh bay. “Phd La”, nhac va 151 Ngd Minh Tri, qua
giong ca ciia chinh tac gia. “Trg V& Thén Ci” cia Nhi Ha
qua tiéng hat Thai Phuong. “Nghin Trung Xa Cach” cia
Pham Duy, do Duong Nhu Nguyén trinh bay.

Bach Mai tro lai san khau dién ngdm “Nhitng Nu Hong
Cho Em” tho Hoang Trung Duong, va *“ Bém Xuén Xir La”
tho Ly Hiéu, véi tiéng séo réo rit cua Pao Cong Minh.

“Sai Gon Gan, Xa” tho Vi Hoi, nhac Tran Thién Thanh,
Phung Van Son ca. Thai Ninh tr¢ lai véi “Dua Em Tim Dong
Hoa Vang”, tho Pham Thién Thu, Pham Duy phé nhac. Va,
cudi cung 1a “Trai Mdng Toi Mau Tim”, tho ctia nha bao qua
c¢b Giang Hiru Tuyén, Vin Son Trudng phd nhac, Hoang Tiép
trinh bay.

Gidi thi€u nhitng bai tho, nhitng ban nhac ma da s6 méi la,
1a mét thir thach lidu linh. Nhung khong thé chéi cii duoc, quan
khach da chdm chu theo doi va tan thudng nhiét liét tai ndng
cua Nhitng Ngon Co Thom, cac nha tho, cac nha soan nhac va
giong ca diéu luyén, truyén cam cua cic nghé si than hitu.
Chung t6i rat vui ming, muc dich c¢6 ¥ nghia d6 da thanh cong
trong chuong trinh van nghé phong phu.

Pém Tho Nhac C6 Thom tiép dién voi ban hop ca “Nhitng
Budc Chan Am Tham” ctia Y Van, do Ban Hop Ca C6 Thom
trinh bay véi diéu “cha cha cha” hao hing dé mé dau phan da
vil. Nhu thuong 1¢, quan khach nghién san gé khong con
nhiéu nhung a0 ra san nhay tung bung. Chuwong trinh da vii
duoc tiép tuc voi giong ca cta Kiéu Nga, Bui Thanh Tién,



NON NUOC DA VANG 229

Théi Ninh, Thai Phugng va Bach Mai qua cac ban nhac quen
thudc dugc wa thich. Ngoai ra cip uyén wong Tran Luong —
Y Hoa trinh bay nhiéu ban nhac s6i ndi, kich dong. Nam ni
“ky binh thao dién” khong biét mét. Nhiéu luc tat ca hop lai
thanh vong tron, twist lién hoi, khong ngimg nghi cho dén khi
ban nhac dao Ién di€u kén “o e con ma danh du, Tarzan nhéy
di, Zoro bin stng...” vao lic 11 gid 30...

Trén bai ddu xe vang ling, gio6 lanh dém xudn llia qua
Nhitng Ngon Co Thom, len vao nhiing ta 40 dai méng manbh,
nhung tiém tang tinh than manh m&, kién tri. Hong Thiy, Thai
Phuong va Ngoc Dung cam dong cdm on nhau va bin rin chia
tay. Hong Thuy vé Gaithersburg, Maryland. Ngoc Dung vé
Reston, Virginia. Thai Phuong vé tan Richmond, cach 2 gio xe
hoi! Nhung may sao Thai Phuong c6 cip ban tré Dirc - Hang
dua vé tan ving tha d6 Virginia. Nghi téi Nhitng Ngon Co
Thom khac nhu Nha Tho Ngb Thy Van va phu quan phai vé
tan Pennsylvia xa tit tép, cach day 3, 4 gio xe hoi, anh chi
Nguyén Phti Long, anh Tran Quéc Bao, anh Ta Quang Trung,
Thai Ninh va phu quan, Phan Anh Ding, Tam Hao va Quéc
Duy... déu phai vé tin mién Nam nhu Thai Phuong, méi thiy
rang nhiét tinh cta quy ban d6i véi Tam Ca Nguyét San Co
Thom that dang quy ngan nao!

Trén duong vé, dém khuya mot minh, (lai mot minh, luc
nao cling mgt minh), t61 nghi t&1 bai tho “Mot Minh” cia
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung da dugc Nhac Si Vii Pirc Nghiém
phé nhac, Thai Phugng hat rat dac y. Toi mudn thém mot
doan nira vao bai tho, dé ting nhitng ngudi ban quy:

Mot minh di gitta dém xanh
Duong khuya tinh ti long lanh cudi troi
Nhac tho virong van béi hoi
Bao nhiéu lweu luyén vé noi ban hién.

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
Virginia, 06/2006



230 NGUYEN THI NGOC DUNG

CHU THICH

[1] Than phu cia NV Nguyén Lan la Nha Van Cach Mang

Hoang Dao Nguyén Tuong Long trong Nhom Ty Luc Vin

Doan, tac gia Muwoi Diéeu Tam Niém, Trueéc Vanh Mong Ngua,

Con Puong Sang.

[2] Didm Hoa la 4i nit caa Nhac Si Tham Oanh, tac gia nhiing

nhac pham Toa Miéu Cé, Nhé Nhung... Nhac pham Trung Niz

Vuong cia 0ng la Hiéu Poan Ca cua Truong Nir Trung Hoc

Trung Vuong tr trudc nam 1954 dén nam 1975 va bay gid

van dugc hét lai trong L& Hai Ba Trung vao ngay 6 thang 2

Am Lich m&i nam trén khap hoan ciu va trong nhirng budi doi

hoi cua cyu Nir sinh Trung Vuong khip noi.

[3] Tién si Bién khao gia Tran Bich San, tac gia tap Van Khdo.

[4] NT Quynh Anh, tac gia thi tap Tinh Trong C8i Mgng.

[5] B Trang My Hanh, Nha Tho Y Anh, 4i nir cua ¢b Thi Si
Anh Do Cam Khé, tac gia thi tap Huwong Tinh.

[6] NT Tran Qudc Bao, tac gia thi tap Daoi Dién Niém Vui

[7] NT Hai Bang, tac gia thi tap Hirong Yéu, Vicong Mién Tudi

Tinh Yéu.

[8] NT Hoang Trung Duong, tac gia thi tap Kiép Luu Vong

[9] NT Phan Kham, tac gia Bén Dong Thach Han, Giong Séng

Thao Thuc

[10] NT Vuong bBuc Lé, tac gia Hoa Muoi Phuong, 40 Bai
Tho, Buong Lén Thién Thai, Tinh Tho, Thién Nga Trén Ngon
Binh Troi, Tho Vieong Puc Lé, Tho Tinh Vuong Duc Lé.

[11] NT Hoang Song Liém tac gia thi pham Tho Hoang Song
Liém (1952), Tho Hoang Song Liém (2004), Tho Tinh
Hoang Song Liém (2006).

[12] NT Nguyén Pht Long: tac gia tap tho Biét Bao Nhiéu
Tinh, Chit Nghia Cii Cang, Ai Pdp Liiy Thay

[13] NV Tham phan Duong Nhu Nguyén, tac gia Mui
Huwong Qué, Chin Chiz Cuia nang, The Daughter of the
River Huong.
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[14] NT Bui Thanh Tién, tac gia Trang Nhé Dém Ram,
Gide Mo Doi.

[15] VTS Ha Binh Trung, tac gia Yéu Mai Ngan Nam, Canh
Thoi Gian, Déc Niza Chirng, Thuyén Tring, Hoa Pdo
Nam Ngodi...

[16] NT Ngb Thy Van, tac gia Tinh Nang Nguw Nit, Nl Gidc
Mong Say.

[17] Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung: Xin tim doc tiéu s tac gia
trong tap bat ky nay.

[18] Nir si Vi Khué, tac gia Van Cho Xe Thé Mg, Nhiing
Ngay O Virginia, Ngua Hong Trén Boi Cé, Hoa Buém
Vieon Tho Téi, Tang Pham Tinh Yéu, Cat Vang, Giot Lé.

[19] NV Nguyén Lan: tac gia tap truyén S6i Noi

[20] Nit si Truong Anh Thuy, tac gia Ciia Mura Giri Nang,
Trwong Ca Loi Me Ru, Anh Mdt, Chuyén Mua

[21] BKG Pham Vin Tuén, tac gia Khoa Hoc va Tham
Hiém, Danh Nhan va Si Nghiép |, 1, 111

[22] Nhac si Huy Lam, tac gia tap nhac va CD Tinh Khuc
Huy Lam

[23] Thu Hoa si Vii Hdi, tac gia Chiém Bao Tré Gidc, Nghin
Thiong Pat Me, thu hoa Truyén Kiéu Nguyén Du

[24] BKG Nguyén Ngoc Bich, dich gia Flowers of Hell,
Blood Seeds Become Poetry (tho Nguyén Chi Thién), bién
dich Rubainat tho cua Omar Khayyam.

[25] NT Ngb Tang Giao, tac gia Mira Xudn, tho chuyén ngit
va 15 tap tho Thién va Truyén C6 Phat Gi4o.

[26] NT Nguyén Buc Vinh, téc gia tap tho Chiéc Non Bai Tho

[27] NT Kim Vi, tac gia tap tho song ngir Vigt-Anh Tinh
Anh Nhw Thé Ddy, Khi Yéu Em, ... tap truyén ngan Hgnh
Ngé Mong Manh, Canh Buwém Ngdn Ngo...

[28] NV Viét Bing, tac gia cac tap tho Anh Mdt Tinh Nhan,
Nhizng Mdanh Tinh Trong Khuén Vién Bai Hoc, Hinh
Anh Troi Bi...

[29] NT Cao My Nhan, tac gia Tho My, Ao Mau Xanh, Pua
Nguoi Tinh Bi Tu, Lan Bang Vao Thu, Sau Cugc
Chién...
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[30] Van Thi Si H6 Trudng An, Phu T4 Cha Bt cua Co
Thom, hién cu ngu tai Troyes, Phap; Mot cay viét manh
nhat va néi danh hai ngoai, tc gia hon 50 tiéu thuyét, tap
truyén, van luan, bt khao va tho. Nhiing tdc pham mdéi
nhat, truyén dai: Man Nhung Ba Khép, Pan Tring Quat
Buém. Qua Ngon Pdt Qué Nam... But ky: Bdy Sdac Cau
vong, Giai Thogi Vin Chirong... Tho: Thién Puong Tim
Lai, Viwon Cau Qué Ngogi...

[31] NV Vii Nam, tac gia tap truyén Sau Ngay Tang, Noi

Cudi Glong S6ng, Mgt Déam O Genéve...
[32] NT Tiéu Thu, tac gia tap truyén Séng Nuwéc Tinh Qué...
[33] TS Nguyén Chi Thién, tic gia Hoa Bja Nguc, Hat Mdu Tho.

Ban bén sach bao Co Thom tai cho Tét. Tir trai: Truong Anh
Thuy, Diana Duyén, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Vi Khué.
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Hai Yén, Hong Thuy, Mai Huong, Tric Mai, ... Kiéu Thu,
Ngoc Thanh, ... Tam bat

Thai Ninh, Tam Hao, Thai Phuong, Ngoc Dung, Phan Anh Diing,
Hoang Tiép, Ngd Minh Tri, Bui Thanh Tién.
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Hang duéi - Hoang Bach Mai, Bich Dinh, Kiéu Nga, Loan
Phugng, Hiéu Thuan, Hoang Cung Fa, Dam Xuan Linh.
Hang trén: Quédc Duy, Ngoc Dung, Lé Dung,

Tam Hao, Anh Diing.
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Hang dudi- Hoang Trung Duong, Ha Binh Trung, Bui Thanh Tién,
Hoang Song Liém, Nguyén Phii Long, Vuong Dt L¢, Nguyén Lan,
Huy Lam, Phan Kham. Hang trén: Hoang Lan Chi,

D Trang My Hanh, Ng6 Thy Vén, Truong Anh Thuy.

Hang dudi: Ly Hiéu, Hoang Cung Fa, Hoang Dan Binh,
Tran Qudc Bao, Vii Hbi, Phan Anh Diing, Pham Xuan Théi,
Nguyén Ngoc Oanh. Hang trén: Vi Khué, Hoang Dung,
Bach Mai, Ngoc Dung, Hong Thuy.
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Nghé s trinh dién — Hang trén tir trdi: Thai Ninh, Ngoc Dung,
Quéc Duy, Lé Dung, TAm Héo, Anh Diing, Hang dudi: Y Hoa,
Tran Luong. Phing Vin Son, Triéu Vinh, Duong Nhu Nguyén,

Dao Cong Minh, Huyén Phan, Nhu Huong, Bach Mai, Bich Dinh,
Kiéu Nga, Loan Phuong, Hiéu Thuan, Hoang Cung Fa,
DPam Xuén Linh, Thai Phuong, Hoang Tiép, Ngd Minh Tri,
Bui Thanh Tién.
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HINH ANH HOAI NIEM

IAT BAN MIEN DONG HOA KY

GIGI THIEU
PHUQNG VAN NO BEN TROI HA NOI

Ngay 7 thang 5 nam 1995, tai Truong Pai Hoc George
Mason, Arlington, Virginia, PhuwengVéin Né Bén Troi Ha
Néi dugc Té Hop Xuat Ban Mién Bong Hoa Ky gidi thiéu
Vai sy bao trg cua Gia Binh Cyu Nir Sinh Trung Vuong Ving
Hoa Thinh Bén.
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Trong budi gidi thiéu Phwong Van Né Bén Troi Ha Ngi, tai Hoi
Truong George Mason, ngay 7 thang 5, 1995.

Tu trai: Dién Gia Nguyén Ngoc Bich, MC Thay Diém,
Dién Gia Truong Anh Thuy, T4c Gia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung,
Dién Gia Nguyén Birc Nam
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Hang dudi: Kim Bich, Chu Thi Nga, Giang Tiéu, Thay Lién,
Lé Thi Ngoc, Truong Anh Thuy, Bich Thu, Hong Thy,
Thiy Diém, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Robert Senser (Phu quan
ciia Ngoc Dung), Van Nga, Tam Pat, Nguyén Thi Nhung,
Minh Chau. Hang trén: Nguyén Thay, Nguyén Bac Nam,
Nhat Bang, Anh Ngoc, Ngoc Bich, Ngo Vuong Toai, Kim Han,
Thanh Minh, Phé Hong Ha, Hoang Hai Thay, Than Phong.
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GIGI THIEU
PHUQNG VAN NO BEN TROI HA NOI

Ngay 7 thang 7 nam 1995, tai Quén Thuy Duong, Westminter,
Nam California, Phweng Vdn Né Bén Troi Ha Ngi dugc Tap Chi
Ngay Mai cua Chu Nhiém Vi Boi Quang Khoi gidi thiéu.

Dién gia Nhac si
Nguyén Hién

b

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung
Song Ha, Tuong Van

Phuong Mai, Van Trang. Nha vin Béc si
Nguyén Tudng Béch
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Nguyén Thi
Ngoc Dung vaéi
NV Pham Xuan
Dai va phu nhén

Thi si Hong Chau,
N.T. Ngoc Dung,
Cao My Nhén

Tu trai: Gido Su Vil Boi Hoan,
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Cao My Nhan,
Bac ST Ton That Can, O. Ton Thét Thiéu
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Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Chii Nhiém Tap Chi Ngay Mai, Vii Boi
Quang Khdi, (Tap Chi dau tién ding Phurong Van No Bén Troi
Ha Ngi tir nam 1993) Cao My Nhan, Vi Kim Phuong.

Tu t‘réi; Tuc‘m Van, Cao My Nhan, Song Ha, Ngoc Dung,
Minh Phuong, Tén That Thigu.
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HINH ANH GIOI THIEU

NGUYEN THI NCOC DING
oat Gon,
nang nhd

s

—
-

SAI GONNANG NHO MUA THUONG

Ngay 22 thang 9 nam 1996, tai Truong Pai Hoc George
Mason, Arlington, Virginia, Sai Gon Ndng Nhé Muwa
Thuwong duoc T6 Hop Xuit Ban Mién Dong Hoa Ky gioi
thiéu vai sy bao trg cua Gia Binh Trung Vuong Hoa Thinh
Pén. Anh Nguyén Tdc.
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NGUYEN THI NGOC

»

d “.\ ~ —
[t & ST 9

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung

Y |

Tu phai: Nt ST Kim ~Y Pham L& Oanh, Nha Van Ha Ky Lam,
Thay Lan, chi Nguyén Hoang Thuong, chi Ha Ky Lam, Thu Cuc.
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Hang dau tir trai: Thi si Nguyén Chi Thién, O. Nguyén Cong Gian,
BKG Nguyén Ngoc Bich va dong d¢ao Quan khach trong hoi truong.

Tur tréi: Thiy Diém, Hong Thay, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung,
Dién gia Truong Anh Thuy.
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Hang sau, tir tréi: Anh Ly Cam Ning, Dién Gia Ha Ky Lam,
Bac SiLé Vin Lan, Dién Gia Tran Quan Niém, Anh Nguyén
Hoang Thuong, Hang truwdc tir trdi: Thay Lan, Thu Clc, Ngoc
Dung, chi Ha Ky Lam, chi Nguyén Hoang Thuong.

Vin thi nghé s va than hitu - Hang truéc:  Nguyén Tuong Van,
Chu Thi Nga, Mong Thily, Tuong Hué, Hong Thiy, chi Hoang
Thién Can, Thuy Lan, Ng. T. Ngoc Dung, Thu Clc,
chi Ha Ky Lam, chi V& Dinh Tuyét, Thay Diém,
Truong Anh Thuy, Ngd Minh Hang. Hang trén: Vii An Thanh,
Hoang Thién Cin, V3 Dinh Tuyét, Ha Ky Lam, Lé Vian Lan,
Ph6 Hong Ha, Tran Quan Niém, Nguyén Ngoc Bich.
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~_ _GIOITHIEU
SAI GONNANG NHO MUA THUONG

Ngay 11 thang 10, ndm 1996, Sai Gon Nang Nhé' Mua
Thwong dugc Hoi Ai Htu Cyu Nir Sinh Trung Vuong gidi
thiéu tai Thanh Buong Tu Do, San Jose, Bac California.

R A e

Ngoc Dung, Song Ha va céac ban Trung Vuong.
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Tur phai: Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Nha Vian Nhat Thinh, Dién
Gia Nguyén Chau...

Gi0l THIEU TAC PHAM

SaiGonNang Nho Mua Thuon%

NGUYEN THI NGOC PUNG
5‘/‘1 JO.SE 19 I‘ (40
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Tl trdi: Lé Diém, trwdng ban t6 chirc, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung,
Dién Gia Kathy Tran

GIOl THIEU TAC PHAM ==
SaiGonNang Nho Mua Thuong —
NGUYEN THI NGOC PUNG - ;

SAN JOS:
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GIOI THIEU
SAI GON NANG NHO MUA THUONG

Ngay 20 thang 10, nim 1996. Sai Gon Ndng Nhé Mwa
Thwong duoc Hoi VAALA, Nha Vin Giam Déc Lé Pinh
Diéu gigi thiéu tai Phong Sinh Hoat cuia Nhat Bao Nguoi Viét,
Westminster, Nam California.

NV Bich Huyén, NV Pham Puan Dai

Nha tho Tran Thién Hiép, Cao My Nhan , Nha Vian Duy Lam
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NON NUOC DA VANG
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Gidl THIEU TAC PHAM
Sl Néfna "‘1(* 61 Thuona
PR P

Hang ngdi: Bich Huyén, Ngoc Loan, Minh Chc.
Hang dung: Ngoc Dung, Théi Lan.
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SAI GON
NANG NHO MUA THUONG

Ra mit tai Nha Hang Viet Nam Palace cia Nha Vin Ha Ky Lam
va phu nhén ¢ Philadelphia, ngay 17 thang 11, nam 1996, do
Nhém Duyén Vin t6 chirc. Anh Vil Thét.

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Bac SiLé Vin Lan,
Nha Vin Dién Gia Ha Ky Lam.

Tir Trai: Nha Tho Thai Thuy Vi, Nhac Si Nhat Bang,
Nha Tho Vii That, Nha Tho Ha Binh Trung, Nha Tho Tran Qudc Béo
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HINH ANH GIO1 THIEU

PIEM TRANG
LAM DANG CUOC POI

THO

Ngeuyén T4 NgocDung

CO THOM

PIEM TRANG LAM DANG CUQC POl

Chu Nhat 25 thang 6, nam 2000, tai Ho1 Truong Pai Hoc
George Mason, Arlington, Bic Virginia, Biém Trang Lam
Dang Cugc Doi ciia Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung da dugc Gia
Dinh Trung Vuong Ving Hoa Thinh Bén gii thiéu cling Ao
Mau Xanh caa Cao My Nhan. Anh Bui Duong Liém.
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Tir tréi: Quan Khach, Vii Héi, Phi Hong, Phan Kham,
Nguyén T. Ngoc Dung, Cao My Nhan, Quan khéach.
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Hang truéc: Bach Mai, Phuong Lan, Kim Bich, Minh Tran,
Lé Dung, Hong Thay, Cao My Nhan, Nguyén T. Ngoc Dung,
Tam Dat, Truong Anh Thuy, Ngoc Thanh, Ngd Tang Giao,
Nguyén Tuong Van. Hang sau: Bui Thanh Tién, M§ hanh,
Tudng Hué, Tran Kinh, Thay Diém, GS Bich Thanh, Kim Cuong,
Loan Phugng, Kiéu Nga, Hai Yén, Bé Bay, Phan Kham.

wul

I'hig eu o
’ """I"““““||l||||IlIIIIIlIIIluu“

%',-‘2 \

:H')/’A THINH DON 25/6/(

Bé Bay, Ngoc Dung, Truong Anh Thuy, Cao My Nhan
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PIEM TRANG
LAM DANG CUQC Ol

Ra mit ngay 1 thang 7, ndm 2001 trong budi hoi ngd cua tac gia
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung v&i céc van thi than hiru va ban Trung
Vuong tai H6i Tuong Tro Lac Viét, San Jose, Bac California.

Nha tho Dién Nghi Nha tho Kim Vi
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Nha van Lai Quéc Hung va
Nguyéen Thi Ngoc Dung
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HINH ANH GIOI THIEU

Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung

MOT THOANG MAY BAY

8 TAP TRUYEN® < Sy
¥ GO;SO.COTHOM!

-

MOT THOANG MAY BAY

Ngay 8 thang 9 nam 2001 tai tu gia Chu nhiém sang lap
Tam Céa Nguyét San C6 Thom, Tién Si Luu Nguyén Pat,
Quan Fairfax, Virginia. 80 vi quan khach hién dién. Ngoai
quy Vi ¢ hinh anh con cé sy hién dién cua Bién khao gia Cao
Thé Dung, BKG Nguyén Ngoc Bich, Hoa s Lé Vin Lai, Nha
tho Hoang Vin Minh, NT BUi Thanh Tién, NT Nguyén Tudng
Van, Ca si Triéu Vinh, CS Kiéu Nga, Nhac si Nguyén Tuc,
NS Pham Tuan, Vin gia Uyén Thao, NV Truong Hong Son,
Nha b4ao Ngbé Vuong Toai, NB Pham Ba Vinh va rt dong
quan khach ma ching téi khong thé ghi hét ra diay. Anh
Nguyén Tuc, Pham Ba Vinh, Viét Bang Ia nhitng nhiép anh
gia chup nhiéu hinh anh trong céc sinh hoat cia Cé Thom.
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Tur trai: TGy Dinh va phu quéan, Dién Gia Tran Bich San,
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, B4 Trang My Hanh.

Tir phai, hang ghé 1- Nix ST Vi Khug, Ngoc Dung, Tuong Hug;
Hang ghe 2- Tuyet Lé, Thai Phuong; Hang ghé 3- Ong Ba cuu
Tham Phan Nguyén Van Thanh, O. Nguyén Huy Long ...
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Thai Phuong va Nha Tho Nguyén
NS Nhat Bing Ping Tuan

s J & - . —
Tién st Nguyén Thuyét Phong, Ngh¢ si L¢ Hién,
Nhac si Pham Nghé, NS Nhat Bang .
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Nghé si Lé Hién va
" Tién ST Dao Céng Minh

NT Trén Thién Hiép, TS Nguyén Thuyét Phong,
Nghé si Lé Hién, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Y Anh.

Tur Phai: NT Vuong Buc Lé, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, NT Ha Binh
Trung, Thiy Diém, Hoang Bach Mai. Truong Anh Thuy.
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CO SO VAN HOC CO THOM
DA XUAT BAN

*TAM CA NGUYET SAN CO THOM (Tir nim 1996).
*VUNG CAO NUOC AN (1999) - Tho Luu Nguyén Phat
*DIEM TRANG LAM DANG CUQC DO (1999) -
Tho Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung.

*AO MAU XANH (1999) - Tho Cao My, Nhan
*TRANG NHO DEM RAM (2000) - Tho Bui Thanh Tién
*NHU GIAC MONG SAY (2000) Tho pho nhac Ng6 Thy Van
*TAC PHAM DEP CUA BAN (2000) Nhan dinh van hoc cua
Hé Trwong An.

*VAN LUAN (2000) - Luwu Nguyén Dat.

*VAN KHAO (2000) - Tran Bich San.

*MQT THOANG MAY BAY (2001) - Tép truyén
ciia Nguyén Thi Ngec Dung.

*HON NUGC (2002) - Tho Luu Nguyén Bhat.

*BEN DONG THACH HAN (2002) - Tho Phan Kham
*SO1 NOI (2002) - Tap Truyén Nguyén Lan
*HOAI CAM (2003) - Tho xuéng hoa cia Hé Truwong An,
Nguyén Thi Ngec Dung, Phan Kham.

*VUON CAU QUE NGOALI (2003) - Tho Hé Truong An
*DA KHO DONG LE (2004) - Tho Ping Nguyén
*HINH ANH TROI B1 (2005) - Tho Viét Bang
*GIAlI THOAI VAN CHUONG (2006) - But ¢am cta
Hé Trwong An vai Viét Bang, Du Thi Diém Budn,
Nguyén Thi Ngoc Dung, Phan Kham, Vi Khué, Vii Nam,
Tran Bich San, Tiéu Thu.

*DONG SONG THAO THUC (2007) — Tho Phan Kham
*NAO NUC HQI TRANG RAM (2007) —

But khao caa Hé Trwong An
*NON NUOC PA VANG (2007), *BUOGC LA QUE HUONG
(2015) - Bt ky cia Nguyén Thi Ngec Dung




NGUYEN THI NGQC DUNG sinh tai Ha Noi, truong thanh

- tai Sai Gon. Cuyu nit sinh Trung
Hoc Trung Vuong. Hién cu ngu
i cung phu quan tai Reston,

Virginia, USA. Chu Nhiém kiém
%+ Chu Bat Tam Ca Nguyét San Van

Hoc Co6 Thom.

' - Tac gia: Phiwrong Van No Bén
Troi Ha Ngi (hdi ky 1, tai ban lan
thir hai nam 2005). Sai Gon Ning
Nhé Mua Thwong (hoi ky 11, tai
ban nam 2005). Piém Trang Lam
Dang Cuoc Poi (tho, 1999). Mot
Thoang May Bay (tap truyén,
2001), Hoai Cam (tho xudng
hoavéi HO Truong An, Phan
Kham..., 2003), Non Nuédc Pa
Vang (Buat ky 2007).

- Gi4o Su Tién si Nguyén Dinh Hoa giéi thiéu trong Tap Chi
World Literature Today cua Pai Hoc Oklahoma s6 mua thu 1997.
C6 tén trong Tuyén Tap Nhitng Nha Vin Nha Tho Hdi Ngoai:
1975-2000, trong Tuw Pién Thi Ca Anh My Viét (1998) clia Gido Su
Tién si Nguyén Dinh Tuyén; Nhitng Ngwoi Thich Dau Huyén cua
Nha Vin Diang Tran Huan (1998).

- Nha Van H) Truong An gidi thiéu trong Tdc Pham Pep Ciia
Ban (2000), trong Thdp Thity Tam Phuong (2002), trong Giai Thoai
Vin Chwong (2006), trong N6 Nirc Hpi Trang Ram (2007). Nha
Vin Van Trinh Nguyén Vian Luong gidi thiéu trong Thi Vin Binh
Thoai (2000).

- GOp tho trong Tuyen Tap Tho Mua Tinh Yéu (2000), do Co S&
Vin Hoc C6 Thom xuét ban, trong Tuyén Tap Mot Phan Tu Thé
Ky Thi Ca Viet Nam Hai Ngoai (2004) ctia Nha Tho V6 Buc Trung,
trong tap tho Xudng Hoa But Ngo Loi (2005) ctia Nir si Trung
Quang, trong tuyén tap tho Dudng luat Hwong Miia Cii (2006) ciia
Thi ST Ha Thuong Nhan va Nir ST Hué Thu, trong 50 Nam Tho &
Nguoi Tho (2007) cua Nha Tho Duong Hu¢ Anh.




