








ThuBan Bién Tap

Hanh Phiic thuc sy 13 mot trai nghiém khé ndm bét hay khé tim thdy trong mot thé giéi
day bién dong va bat 6n ngay nay. Nhung ciing s& c6 nhiéu tranh cii tir nhiéu ngudi khac,
rang hanh phiic vén don gian va hién hiru ngay ¢ day, liac nay, khong can phai tim kiém
xa xO1.

Thir héi nhitng ngudi chung quanh vé nhitng cam nhan hanh phiic, thi c¢6 thé nhan duoc rat
nhiéu tra 10i, rat nhanh, vé hanh phuc: Chfmg han nhu... Bubi sang thirc giéc, budc duoc
vao nha bép, pha mot ly ca phé nong va con thudng thirc duoc vi ca phé thom dang, thiy
tinh tao 1a ...hanh phiic. Chang han nhur ...B4t ngd nghe lai Thai Thanh hat « Budn Tan
Thu » ...4i luét di ngoai swong gié Khong ding chdn dén em bé bang... Em ngéi dan do
Long buén vieong van Em thwong nhé chang... trong khong khi tinh ling ctia dau thu, nhin
14 rung ngoai san chim, trong tiéng hat cia mot bai nhac xwa bong thay ... hanh phic.

Ciing ¢6 nhiing hanh phiic dén tir thanh quéa nhimng kho nhoc ctia tim sirc, thi gio tién cia,
t6 chirc, tp hop nhiéu ngudi. Chang han nhu... Hanh phuc cia C6 Dau va Cha Ré trong
hon 18 that trang trong va ngap tran tiéng cudi vui ctia gia dinh va than hiru. Chang han nhu
...Hanh phuc ctia nha van Nguyén Minh Niru tir y tudng tap hop cac nha vin nha béo trong
tuyén tap van tho nhac « Viét Bén Dong Potomac » dén budi Ra Mit Sach thanh cong ma
khong ...15 tién cua, cong strc bo ra dé in va phat hanh sach tiéng Viét ¢ ving thii d6 Hoa
Thinh Dén lac nay.

Nhung 1t rao dé tra 101 cau hoi Hanh phiic la nhitng thanh qud dat téi hay la nhitng trai
nghiém dat dwoc? hodc Lam thé nao dé dong do Hanh Phuc? thi thuc sy khong c6 dap an
nao duoc su dong thuin ctia moi ngudi. Trong sb bao nay, ching ta s& tim hiéu vé chu dé
hanh phiic qua goc nhin cua cac triét gia, cac nha nghién citu, cac nha kinh té hoc, cac bac
dao su voi bai viét Hanh phiic: GNI hay GNH? cua Lé Van Binh va « Pao Phit, Sudi
Ngudn Hanh Phiic » ctiia Neuyén Ngoc Hoang Quynh Hoa, vi mong moi danh thirc duoc
tinh than tim hiéu, hoc héi va nhan biét tan sau trong moi nguoi ching ta vé hanh phuc ¢
kiép nguoi.

Va phan quan trong con lai cua 1975 Magazine, Viét ngit va Anh ngir, s& ludn 13 nhimg
quéa khtr khong roi, nhitng tam tinh vé dat nudce va con ngudi Viét Nam tir trude 1975; va
nhitng nghién ciru, y kién vé hién tai va tuong lai cia qué nha ding trude con 16c dia chinh
trj va nhitng tién bo vé vin minh k¥ thuat cua thé gii.

Ban Bién Tap 1975 Magazine.
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Van Nan Vi Pham Nhan Quyén G Viét Nam

Pho6 Thudng Dan

Nhan quyén ¢ Viét Nam thudc quyén sinh sat cia Dang Cong San va chinh phu Viét Nam.
Viéc bit ai, bo ti ai 1a quyén luc tuyét d6i ciia dang CS va nha nude Viét Nam. Vi toi
danh nhu “loi dung quyén dan chii dé hoat dong chong phd nha nwée va quan chire chinh
phii”, cong an - tu hao 13 “ludi gwom bao vé dang”, 1ap tirc cb quyén truy td, bat giir diéu
tra va sau d6 1a mot phién toa thira 1énh dang tuyén an tu giam bat ky mot cong dan Viét
Nam nao manh nha 1én tiéng phé binh chi trich hay phan di cac chinh sach bat cong, dan
ap nguoi dan cua dang hay co quan cong quyén VN.

Déi voi dang CSVN, viée cac to chirc nhan quyén thé gidi va cac to chirc nhan quyén hay
cac td chirc xa hoi dan su ctia cong dong nguoi Viét Ty Do hai ngoai 1én an thuong xuyén
vé cac vi pham nhan quyén 1a 4m muu boi ban, ha thap uy tin ciia Pang va chinh phu Viét
Nam; va viéc xtr til cac phan tir “phan dong” hoan toan thudc pham vi ndi bo Viét Nam,
khong ai c6 quyén can dy.

Tuy vy, chiing ta, nhitng ngudi con quan tim dén mot qué huong Viét Nam tuwong lai ddn
chi-tw do-tw cwong van can “Pung Im Tiéng, Ma Phai Lén Tiéng” @ va nhat 1a tim
phuong thirc ¢6 t6 chirc, két hop tao tiéng néi manh mé hon ¢ hai ngoai; gy thé yém trg
cho cac tiéng néi doi hoi nhan quyén va tu do, hién rat c¢6 thé & Viét Nam

Nhing tudng trinh va to gidc gan day nhat vé vi pham nhan quyén é
Viét Nam:
1. Lién Hiép Qudc va Twong Trinh vé Nhan Quyén Viét Nam 2025.

Uy Ban Nhan Quyén Lién Hiép Qudc (UN Human Rights Committee) ngay 18 thang 7
nam 2025 di cong bd cac nhin xét dic két cude ra soat Viét Nam lan thir tw vé thuc
thi Cong Uéc Quoc Té vé cac Quyén Dan Sy va Chinh Tri (International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, ICCPR). Trong vin ban (tiéng Anh) 15 trang, 62 khoan muc, Uy
Ban d3 khuyén cdo Viét Nam nhiéu khiéu ngai vé tinh trang vi pham nhan quyén tai Viét
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Nam. Toan vin ban duc két cac khuyén nghi cia Uy Ban Nhan Quyén LHQ néi trén c6 thé
tai xudng (download) & link duéi day:

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=C
CPRY%2FC%2FVNM%2FCO%2F4&Lang=en

2. Bao Cao Nhan Quyén Viét Nam 2024 do B Ngoai giao Hoa Ky vira
cong bo.
Béo Cao nay ghi nhan khéng co thay ddi dang ké vé tinh hinh nhan quyén tai Viét Nam.
Céc van dé nhan quyén dang chu ¥ bao gdm céc bao céo dang tin ciy vé:

e Céc vu giét nguoi tiy tién hodc bat hop phap

e Tra tn hodc d6i xtr va hinh phat tan bao, vd nhan dao hoac ha nhuyc.

e Cac hanh viy té hodc tam 1y khong tw nguyén hodc ép budc.

e Bit giit hodc giam giit tiy tién.

e Dan ap xuyén qudc gia ddi véi cac ca nhan & mot qudc gia khac.

e Han ché nghiém trong quyén tu do ngén luan va tuy do truyén thong, bao gom viéc

bt giit hodc truy t6 nha bio mot cach phi 1y va kiém duyét.
e Han ché ty do ton gido.
e Han ché c6 hé théng quyén tu do lap hoi ciia nguoi lao dong.
Toan vin ban Bao Cao Nhan Quyén VN 2024 c6 thé doc hoic tai xudng & link sau:

<https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-country-reports-on-human-rights-practice

s/vietnam/

3. Tuyén B6 Chung ciia Mang Lu6i Nhian Quyén Viét Nam va Nguwoi
Bio Vé Nhan Quyén Ngay 5 Thang 8 Nim 2025 vé Tinh Trang Gia
Tiang Pan Ap Tu Nhan Lwong TAm ¢ Viét Nam
Source:https://www.vietnamhumanrights.net/website/250805_MLNQVN.htm

(Trich toan van:)

Sau khi dugc bau lam Tong bi thu cta dang Cong san Viét Nam Vao thang 8 nam 2024,
cuu Bg truong Cong an T6 Lam tuyén b6 vé mot “ky nguyén méi” ciia dat nudc. Tuy
nhién, hd so nhan quyen ctia Viét Nam khong hé duoc cai thién, trai lai, ché do tiép tuc
gia ting dan 4p gidi bat dong chinh kién va nguoi hoat dong, dac biét nhiing nguoi dang
bi giam cam trong lao ti.

Tir choi cung cdp diéu tri y té

Nha hoat dong Cén Thi Théu, nguoi dang thi hanh an tu tdm ndm & Trai giam 65 (Thanh
Hoa) vé toi danh “tuyén truyén chdng Nha nuéc” theo Diéu 117 cua B luat Hinh su, cho
gia dinh biét hién tai ba dang rat mét moi, dau am i ¢ h6 chau phai. Méng tay cua ba bi
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tim den khién ba nghi ngo da bi dau doc. Cho du tinh trang strc khoé cua ba rat kém, Ban
Quan 1y Trai giam s 5 chi dua ba di bénh vién diéu tri so sai trong ba ngay roi lai dua ba
vé phong giam. Trai giam ciing tir chdi cung cép hd so bénh an cho du ba yéu cau.

Ong Lé Hitu Minh Tuin- bién tap vién cua Hoi Nha bao Doc 1ap Viét Nam hién bi giam &
Trai giam Xuyén Moc (thanh phd HO6 Chi Minh) vdi céo budc theo Didu 117, bi tir chdi
diéu tri y té cho du 6ng d3 mic bénh vé dudng tiéu hod va strc khoé suy giam nghiém trong
trong nhidu nim gin day

Ciing trong trai giam ndy, nha hoat dong Tran Bang c6 khéi u ¢ ben. Ong da nhiéu lan dé
nghi trai giam cho di xét nghiém va chita tri nhung khong dugc dép ung.

Bi trieng phat vi doi quyén dwoc chiva tri y té hodc phéin doi ngwoc ddi

Tu nhan lvong tam Lé Pinh Luong dang bi bi¢t giam tai Trai giam Ba Sao (Ninh Binh),
sau khi tuyét thyc dé phan d6i viéc 6ng bi giam thi trai giam tir chéi viéc kham va chita tri
nhiéu bénh nguy hiém. Trong hai thang qua, gia dinh 6ng khong dugc tham gip va tiép té
cho 6ng. Ong 1a mot cyu chién binh bi két 4n 20 nim ti giam va ndm nam quan ché vé toi
danh “hoat dong nham lat 6 chinh quyén” chi vi da tich cuc 1én tiéng phan d6i viéc Cong
ty thép Formosa xa thai ra bién mién Trung gay tham hoa méi truong nim 2016.

Nha hoat dong Trinh Ba Phuong, con trai ba Cén Thi Théu, bi Cong an tinh Quang Nam
khoi t6 vé cdo budc theo Didu 117 trong khi 6ng dang thi hanh ban 4n mudi ndm ti giam
vé cung toi danh & Trai giam An Piém. Ong bi diéu tra chi vi c6 luu giit khau hiéu phan
dbi ché do cong san va ché do giam giit ha khic trong mot cudc biéu tinh nhé nim ngoai,
cho du 6ng da bi trai giam ky luat vé viéc nay.

Nhiéu tii nhén lwong tam bi bi¢t giam va cum chdn

Cung véi viée tir chdi cung cap diéu tri y té kip thoi va thich hop, nhiéu trai giam con ap
dung nhiéu hinh thtrc dan ap khac di véi ti nhan lwong tim; nhu ép phai nhan tdi cho du
ho da bi toa an két toi mot cach bat cong, cho ti thuong pham giam sat, de doa va dénh
dap, gay kho khan cho viéc lién lac, tham nu6i cta gia dinh.

Cubi thang 7 nam 2025, ti nhan luong tim Ping Dang Phudc bi Trai giam Xuan Phudc
ky luat bang hinh thirc biét giam trong mudi ngay ma khong biét Iy do rd rang. Trudc dé
hai thang, 6ng ciing bi ky luat biét giam va cum chan. Gia dinh 6ng rat lo lang cho strc khoé
ctia ong, dic biét trong diéu kién thoi tiét mua he khic nghiét & mién Trung.

bé phan ddi viéc bi dbi xtr vo nhan dao, nhiéu ti nhan lvong tam da phai danh cugc tinh
mang ctia minh dé tuyét thuc trong nhiéu tuan, nhu 6ng Lé Trong Hung ¢ Trai giam s6 6
(tinh Nghé An) va 6ng Phan Van Bach & Trai giam s6 5 gan ddy.

Vi khong duoc chita tri kip thoi, nhiéu ti nhan luong tim di bi chét trong khi thi hanh 4n,
nhu nha bao doc 1ap P6 Cong Puong, muc su Dinh Diém, 6ng Phan Vin Thu, nha gido
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bao Quang Thuc... hoac qua doi chi mot thoi gian ngén sau khi duoc tra tu do nhu nha
gido PBinh Dang Dinh.

Céc vu dan ap ti nhan luong tAm noi trén ciing nhidu vu khac trong qué khir cho thay chinh
quyén cong san ¢ Viét Nam ap dung mot cach hé thdng chinh sach giam gitt vo nhan dao
d6i v6i nguoi hoat dong va nguoi bao vé nhan quyén trong nhiéu thap nién qua, va khong
¢6 diu hiéu thay ddi trong thoi gian toi.

Vi nhitng tinh canh thwong tAm trén, hai to chirc Mang lu6i Nhan quyén Viét Nam va
Ngudi Bao vé Nhin quyén kéu goi nha cam quyén cong san Viét Nam tuan tha Cac quy
tic tiéu chuan t6i thiéu vé dbi xur voi ti nhan (Cong ude Nelson Mandela) cua Lién Hiép
qudc, cham dut viée dan ap ti nhan luong tim, cung cap diéu tri y té kip thoi khi ho bi 1am
bénh.

Chung t6i1 cling kéu goi cong dong quoc te, chinh phu cac quoc gia dan chu va cac to chuc
nhan quyén quoc té 1én tieng phan doi viéc doi xu vo nhan dao cua Viét Nam, va buc Ha
Noi phai ton trong quyén con nguoi.

Viét Nam khong thé phat trién bén viing néu khong t6n trong quyén co ban ctia moi cong
dan va tiép tuc dan 4p gidi hoat dong, dic biét khi ho dang bi cam tu.

Thay mdt Ngwoi Bio vé Nhin quyén Thay mdt Mang lwéi Nhéin quyén Viét Nam
Vii Quéc Ngir Nguyén Ba Ting

Giam doc Giam doc Diéu hanh

(Ngung trich)

Vi téi danh “chong phd Nha Nude”, Ba Can Thi Théu va con trai it, 6ng Trinh Bd Phwong
bi tuyén an 8 nam tu giam, 3 nam quan thic Anh: HRW
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Tap Hap Tiéng N6i Nhan Quyén cho Viét Nam, mot dé an kha thi?

Ban tuyén bd chung cta hai to chirc tranh dau cho Nhan Quyén & Viét Nam trich ding trén
day phai nén ké 1a mot dién hinh két hop cho viée tién t6i mot tap hop Tiéng N6i Nhan
Quyén cho Viét Nam. Hi¢én nay, nhin lai cac td chire Xa Hoi Dan Sy (Civil Society
Organizations, XHDS) ctia nguoi Viét hai ngoai hoat dong thudng xuyén, 1én tiéng, theo
ddi, t6 gidc hay can thiép tinh trang vi pham nhan quyén tai Viét Nam, chiing ta c6 thé ké
dén cac td chirc sau (v&i website theo sau tén cia t6 chirc):

1. Vietnam Human Rights Network https://www.vietnamhumanrights.net/indexe.html

2. Defend the Defenders https://www.vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/

3. BPSOS https://bpsos.org/

4. Alliance for Vietnam’s Democracy https://www.allianceforvietnamsdemocracy.org/

5. Vietnam Human Rights Day-May 11 Organization
https://www.facebook.com/Vietnam-Human-Rights-Day-182868608535818/

6. Project 88 https://the88project.org/

Hién nay cong dong ngudi Viét Qudc gia hai ngoai can c6 mot hé thong thong tin rong rai,
chuyén nghiép, va chuyén dé dé truyén tai cac thong tin can thiét vé cac nd lyc du tranh
cho mot nude Viét Nam Ty Do, trong d6 cac thong tin vé mit trn tranh ddu cho nhan
quyén Viét Nam phai ké 1a quan trong hang dau.

Dé nghi: Thay vi phét tan riéng 1¢ cac thong tin, cic van ban, tai liéu t6 giac vi pham nhan
quyén tai Viét Nam thong qua nhiéu dién dan dién thu pho cap, khong chuyén nghanh, cac
t6 chirc nhan quyén c6 thé phéi hop theo hang ngang dé thanh 1ap mot Dién dan Pién thw
toan ciu chuyén dé vé “Nhin quyén cho Viét Nam” véi hinh thirc va ni dung mang
tinh chuyén nghanh va chuyén nghiép cao.

Nén nhé ching ta dang sbéng trong thoi dai cong nghé thong tin da dang, da chiéu va da
nang trén binh dién toan cau, do vay néu chiing ta khong tap trung dugc tiéng néi dau tranh
cho nhan quyén Viét Nam nang cap véi trinh d6 cong nghé cao thi tiéng néi ctia ching ta
& hai ngoai ciing sé& lac 16ng va don 1& gidng nhu tinh trang nhitng ngudi tranh dau co thé
trong nudc.

Cuoc chién cho mot Viét Nam dan chu, ty do va ty cuong con dai trude mat, nhung diéu
can yéu la ching ta du trong hay ngoai nuéc nhét dinh 1 nhitng ngudi Viét Nam yéu nudce
khong cui dau 1am nhitng con ctru ngoan ngoan dudi ché d6 doc tai toan trj cua cong san
Viét Nam.

Pho6 Thudng Dan

(1) Phdi Lén Tiéng, bai nhac cua cd nhac ST Anh Bang
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HANH PHUC: GNI hay GNH?*
Lé Van Binh

° Curu canh cua ludt phap la tang thém hanh phic. Muc tiéu chung ma lugt phap co
hodc nén cé la tang thém hanh phic cho céng dong, va do dé trueéc tién 1a logi trir, cang
nhiéu khi 6 thé, moi thiz ¢ khuynh hwéng trie di khoi hanh phc, néi cach khac, trir di ndi
kho dau.

(The end of law is to augment happiness. The general object which all laws have, or ought
to have, in common, is to augment the total happiness of the community; and therefore, in
the first place, to excude, as far as may be, every thing that tends to substract from that
happiness, in other words, t0 exclude mischief.) - Jeremy Bentham (1748 - 1832)

. Chau hay tgo ra tat ca niém hgnh phic ma chau c6 thé tao ra duwoc: Hay g bo tat
ca khé sé ma chéu c6 thé go bé. Méi ngay sé cho phép chau thém mét thit gi dé vao niém
vui ciia nhitng nguwoi khac, hay giam dan di mét thir gi @6 khoéi dau dén cia ho. Va doi véi
méi hat mam vui hiréng ma chau gieo rdc vao long ngueoi khac, chau sé gat hdi dieoc trong
long chau, trong khi méi dau buén ma chéu nhat ra khéi tue tieeng va cam xdc Cia ngueoi
dong logi sé duroc thay thé bang su thanh than va niém vui toz dep noi sau kin cia tam hon
chéu.
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(Create all the happiness you are able to create: remove all the misery you are able to
remove. Every day will allow you to add something to the pleasure of others, or to disminish
something of their pains. And for every grain of enjoyment you sow in the bosom of
another, you shall find a harvest in your own bosom; while every sorrow which you pluck
out from the thoughts and feeling of a fellow creature shall be replaced by beautiful peace
and joy in the sanctuary of you soul.) - Jeremy Bentham (1748 — 1832)

Hanh Phac 1a mot tir rat quen thuoc. M&i nguoi trong ching ta déu da trai nghiém nhiing
xuc cam tich cyuc sung suéng, thich thi va 4m dp ma chiing ta xem 1a hanh phuc, hoic nhiéu
khi da sir dung tir ndy mét cach thanh thuc, hay doi luc khach séo dé chic tung nhiing
ngudi khac. N6 ciing 1a dé tai 16n da duoc dé cap va nghién ciu cong phu qua tén gido,
triét hoc, van chuong, tim 1y hoc, X& hdi hoc, chinh trj hoc, than kinh hoc, truyén théng vv.
Trong cac sach trich din nhiing 101 hay y dep (Quotations) tiéng Anh, diém muc Happiness
chiém nhiéu trang trich dan nhat so voi nhimg diém muc khac nhu Democracy, Liberty.
Trong may thap nién vira qua, Hanh Phuic lai dugc nhiéu kinh té gia han hoan chao dén su
tro lai cia nd. Goi la trg lai boi vi Hanh Phuc da ting di vao 1anh vyc cong trong mot thoi
gian, roi lang 18 bién di.

Hanh Phuc ¢6 I8 1an dau tién dugc nghién ciru can than va “khoa hoc” dé dua vao lanh vuc
cong la do truong phéi Utilitarianism (tam dich Truong Phai Hanh Phic) ma nha tién phong
Jeremy Bentham, nguoi Anh, da duoc trich dan dudi tya dé cia bai viét ngan nay. Truong
Phai Hanh Phic chi truong rang gia tri cia mdi hanh dong con ngudi 1a do sy dong gop
ctia nd vao hanh phic tong thé (overall utility). Nguoi viét bai nay lan dau tién (1972)
cham mat véi chir utility trong mon hoc Microeconomics. Trude d6 Pai Hoc Luat Khoa
Saigon ciing nhu Hoc Vién Quéc Gia Hanh Chanh khong c6 day mén Microeconomics,
cho nén khi gap khai niém cho rang nguoi mua, véi cing mot sé tién nhat dinh, chon mén
hang A ma khéng chon mén B vi mén hang A mang lai cho anh ta nhiéu utility hon, nguoi
viét sau khi tra khao vai quyén tu dién 16n, da chon nghia utility 1a “suy thoa man”
(satisfaction) va tir @6 hai long vdi v nghia nay.

M4&i miy muoi nim sau, tro lai Hoa Ky mai thdy Dictionary of Economics (xb bai John
Wiley & Sons, Inc. 1998; c6 I& xuét ban lan dau tién nim 1972) dinh nghia utility 1a “the
pleasure or satisfaction derived from an individual from being in a particular situation or
from consuming goods or services”. Gan ddy, khi cap nhat hoa kién thuc o tudi ngoai bét
tuan, nguoi Viét lai thay A Dictionary of Economics, 5th edition (do Oxford University
Press xb nam 2017) cho rang utility dong nghia v4i “an lac ca nhan” (a synonym of
individual welfare). Téi day hinh nhu doc gia da thay quen quen véi 3 tir Hanh Phic
(Happiness), Hai Long Véi Cudc Song (Life Satisfaction) va An Lac (Welfare hay Well-
Being). Va diéu nay xay ra ciing khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién khi ma nhiéu kinh té gia va
chinh trj gia da str dung ching trong c&c nghién ctu tam cg caa minh; tham chi ¢ khdng
it thc gia da dung 3 tir thay thé cho nhau ma khong can thém moét tinh tir ndo dé cho rd
nghia hon. Twa dé bai viét nay, dang 1& nén co tén la: “An Lac Cha Quan: Thu Nhap Quéc
Gia Tong Gop hay Hanh Phic Quédc Gia Tong Gop?” (Subjective Well-being: Gross
National Income or Gross National Happiness?) Dudi ddy bai viét s& duoc khai trién theo
cac khai niém nay.
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Hanh Phuc

Théi tir Si Dat Ta mot ngay no ra khoi hoang cung dé quan sat thé gian bén ngoai. “Chinh
mét quan sat cua théi tir da thay mot cu gia chan moi gdi dun, mot ngudi bénh hoan dau
khd, mot thay ma hoi thdi va mot dio si nghiém trang kha kinh. Ba canh gia, bénh va chét
hiing hén xac nhan quan diém [trudc day] cua thai tir vé doi song cia nhan loai. Hinh anh
thong dong tir ton cua nha tu si thodng cho Ngai hé thiy con dudng giai thoét, con duong
an vui hanh phuc that sw. Bén quang canh bat ngo y thic giuc théi tir ... som thoat ly thé
tuc.” Va Ngai “quyét dinh roi bo cung dién dén dai dé ra di, tim Chan Ly va An Tinh
Truong Ciu.”. (Puc Phdt va Phdt Phap do Pham Kim Khénh djch tir The Buddha and His
Teachings cua tac gia Narada Maha Thera; xb 2001).

Nhiéu nha tu tuéng va cac vi sang 1ap cac ton gido khac sau nay con cho rang con ngudi
chi cd thé thoét khoi dau dén, khd cuc cua cude doi ndy & kiép sau ma thoi. Cac nha tam
ly hoc va béc si tam than trong nhiéu thé ky gan day chi thdy khia canh tiéu cuc cua sic
khoé tdm than nhu bénh tram cam, lo au, hoang tuéng (hallucination, delusion) ma tim
cach nghién ctu tri ligu. Nhiéu triét gia day cong suy twong mong dem hanh phuc cho con
nguoi, nhung rt cudc chi c6 thé mang lai mot it triét Iy cao siéu cho mot s6 nho nguoi hay
mot giai cap thuong luu tri thic. Khéng gidng nhu nhitng nhan vat tich cuc trén, Jeremy
Bentham c6 suy nghi kha thuc té, sat véi con ngudi va xa hoi hon.

Bentham duoc dao tao nhu mot luat gia, nhung chi hanh nghé luat su trong mot thoi gian
ngan. Khoéng noi tiéng trong nudc Anh khi con séng chi vi tu tuéng qué cap tién, tuong
phan voi khuynh hudng bao thu duong thoi, doi khi con bi xem 1 1ap di (eccentric). Ong
chu treong dung luat phap dé cai tao x4 hoi. Theo A.C. Grayling, trong quyén The History
of Philosophy (xb 2019), éng chiu anh huéng cua David Hume (1715-71, nguoi Anh) khi
6ng tim thay rang utility Ia tiéu chuan caa duc tinh (utility is the criterion of virtue); cua
Claude Hévetius (1738-94, nguoi Phap) khi 6ng qua quyét rang utility huéng dan hanh
dong cua con ngudi khi néi két hanh dong véi ¥ nghi vé tha vui hay dau dén cé thé gay ra;
va ciia Cesare Bonesa-Beccaria (1738-94, nguoi Y) khi 6ng kéu goi x& hoi san sinh ra hanh
phlc 16n nhit cho con sé ngudi dong nhét” (to produce the greatest happiness for the
greatest number) . Ngay tir nhitng dong dau caa quyén An Introduction to the Principles
of Morals and Legislation (xb 1an d4u tién nim 1789), Bentham qua quyét rang con ngudi,
tir hanh dong dén 101 néi va suy nghi déu bj diéu khién bai 2 6ng chu quyén luc (sovereign
masters): d6 1a dau don (pain) va niém vui (pleasure). Tir cac ¥ tuong cua ba triét gia trén,
Bentham dua ra nguyén Iy vé an lac (the princciple of utility, con duoc goi 1a the greatest
happiness principle hay the greatest felicity principle), theo d6 thi trudc khi chip nhan hay
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pht nhan 1am bét c mot hanh dong nao, ngudi trong cudc ciing s& phai can nhic 12 no s&
tang thém niém vui hay giam di dau dén.

Ong hd hao moi ngudi trong xa hoi hdy tao ra hanh phuc 16n nhat cho nhiéu ngudi nhat
nhu dé néi trén. Nhung 1am sao c6 thé thuc hién duoc diéu nay khi ma hanh phic ca nhan
ma minh muén dat duoc cho minh lai lam phuong hai dén hanh phic ca nhan cua nhiing
ké khac, hay tao dau dén cho ké khac? Bé giai quyét nghich 1y ndy, Bentham khuyén ngudi
ta chon nhitng hanh déng nham ting thém niém vui cho chinh minh bang cach dem lai
thém niém vui cho ké khéc, it nhiéu gi ciing dugc. Trong khi d6, nhidu ngudi trong ching
ta lai co y nghi trai nguoc: mong sao ai d6, c6 cach nao d6 giup ldy di bt dau dén cua
minh, ma khéng can nhan thém thir vui khac, du 12 hanh phac di nital Nhiéu nghién cau
tam Iy gan day cho thay dau dén d& khoét sau va dai dang, hon han nhiéu so véi niém vui
I6n ¢6 thé mang lai.

Chung ta thiy Bentham rat nhat quan trong tu twéng cia minh trong hai trich dan dudi tya
dé. Trich dan tha nhat 13y tir quyén An Introduction xuit ban nim 1789 nodi trén, va trich
thir hai 12 tir mot bac thu ma 6ng viét cho con gai cia mot ngudi ban mot thoi gian ngan
trude khi 6ng qua doi (1832). Trong bure thu riéng tu nay, Hanh Phiic dugc xem nhu chuyén
ca nhéan, nhung trong quyén sach, thi Hanh Phic lai dugc xem nhu diéu ma luat phap noi
riéng, va cac chinh sach nha nuéc néi chung can phai mang lai cho céng ching. Van dé &
day 1a lam sao tong gop hay hoi nhap nhiing xdc cam y kién riéng tu cta tit ca moi ngudi
dé 1am thanh chinh sach —ngan han hoic dai han-- cho mét cong dong nhod nhu quan hat
hoic cong dong l6n nhu quéc gia?

Dé c6 thé hiéu Bentham d& hon, chiing ta c¢6 thé chia hanh phic thanh 3 cip do nhu Daniel
Nettle da lam trong chuong dan nhap (Introduction) cua quyén Happiness: Classics and
Contemporary Readings in Philosophy (Oxford University Press xb 2008). Hganh phuc cap
dé 1 1a nhitng thir mang lai xdc cam tich cuc thuan tdy, khong xen 1an nhan thire, nhu
nhitng tha vui dung tuc ma binh dan ching ta goi la “tr khoai” (an. ngu, lam tinh, dai tién).
Loai cip d6 nay d& dat, nhung khong dai 1au. Hanh phc cdp dé 2 gdm nhitng tha vui vira
mang lai cam xdc tich cuc vira xen 13n nhan thic vé hanh dong cua minh d6i véi chinh
minh ciing nhu anh huéng dén nguoi khac, chiang han giup d& ngudi khéc, hoan tat bon
phan dbi vé6i cac thanh vién gia dinh. Hgnh phuc cdp d6 3 1a thir hanh phic chi dén véi
nhitng nha hién triét nho nhitng duc tinh dac biét cua ho, cling nhu nhitng cdy séo tét chi
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c6 thé 1am ra boi cac nghé nhan c6 ki ning siéu viét; day 1a loai hanh phic ma Aristote goi
la eudaimonia. Qua nhirng tiéu chuan nay, Hanh phtic ma Bentham d¢ cap trong sach cua
ong co thé xep vao loai hanh phuc cap d6 2.

Con ngudi kinh té 1a con ngudi hop ly (rational), vi minh (seft-interested) cho nén mai
hanh dong thuc hién 13 nham téi da héa (maximize) hanh phdc/théa mén/an lac (utility)
cho minh. Trong kinh té hoc, utility dugc xem nhu 1a muc tiéu t6i hau ciia moi hoat dong
kinh té. Ly mot thi du, voi mot s6 tién M, ban dinh mua mét sé luong ca phé va mot s6
lwong trad véi gid ban nhit dinh nao dé dé vui vé trong mot tuan I&. Ban c6 thé mua duoc
x1 gram ca phé va y2 gram tra, hoac x2 gram ca phé va y2 gram tra, hoac x3 gram ca phé
va y3 gram tra vv. Trén truc do thi ma hoanh do 1a s luvong ca phé va tung d6 1a s6 luong
tra, ndi lién cac diém A, B, C ... cho cac chon lya cua ban, ban s& c6 mot khic tuyén U1
udn cong cong gidng nhu mot nhanh hyperbol biéu thi utility cua cac sy chon lya cua ban.
Trén khuc tuyén do, tt cac chon lya ctiia ban déu dem lai téi da utility. Néu ban muédn tang
thém utility thi cac khic tuyén cong cong U2, U3 ... s& di chuyén xa hon vé phia phai,
nghia 1a ban phai ¢ nhiéu tién hon. Céc khic tuyén nay duoc goi la nhitng khic tuyén
trung lap (indifferent curves), ma trén mdi khic tuyén, ngudi tiéu thu khéng biét nén chon
diém nao vi ¢ dau goi 2 mén hang ciing déu dem lai cho minh sy thoa mén téi da. Pay la
utility ciia moi ca nhan.

Hoc thuyét Utilitarianism cho rang utility caa mot cong dong chi la tong sé utility cua tat
ca cac thanh vién cua cong dong do, va chu truong chinh quyén phai ¢ nhiém vu t6i da
héa céi tong s6 nay. Bentham da dua ra nhiéu phuong phap dé do luong utility ciia cac ca
nhan, ciing nhu ciia mot s6 nguoi (chuwong 5). Theo 6ng, “Di vai ca nhan tu danh gid, thi
gia tri (value) ciia niém vui hay dau dén ty nd s& I6n hon nho hon tuy theo bén tinh huéng
sau day: (1) tinh manh liét (intensity), (2) dai lau (duration), (3) chic chin hay khéng chéc
chan (certainty or uncertainty), (4) gan hay xa (propinquity or remoteness). Néu anh huong
dén ngudi khac, thi can thém (5) hé qua (fecundity). Trong truong hop ciia mot sd ngudi,
thi phai thém (6) su thuan khiét (purity) va (7) pham vi anh huéng (extent).

Viéc phan tich va danh gia niém vui hay dau dén theo phuong cach nay qua that khong dé
gi dua t6i nhitng con sé chinh xéc rd rang thuyét phuc. Do d6 hoc thuyét Utilitarianism cua
Bentham khong duoc quan tm bang tac pham An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of
the Wealth of Nations cua Adam Smith xuat ban lan dau tién ndm 1776, chi vai muoi nim
trude d6 va van con dang duoc quang dai quan ching dén nhan. Sy gap g& nam 1808 giira
Bentham v&i John Stuart Mill, ngudi khai trién hoc thuyét nay lai dua dén su hinh thanh
mot phong trao dan chi & Anh, hon 1a dao sau Iy luan kinh té.

Tuy nhién khai niém utility ciing giup 1y giai dwoc it nhiéu cho hoat dong kinh té. Trén
thuc te, nguoi ta o thu nhap thi méi co tien dé tiéu dung cho nhirng nhu cau mang lai an
lac:

Thu Nhép (Income) => Tiéu Dung (consumption) => An Lac (Utility)

Theo dién tién nay, Iy luan thdng thuong cho rang thu nhap cang cao, thi tiéu dung cang
nhiéu va nguoi tiéu dung s€ dugc an lac/ hanh phtic hon. Ly luan nay nhat quan véi hoc
thuyét an lac cua Bentham. Vay thi ca nhan ciing nhu xa hoi muon dugc hanh phuc hon thi
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phai ¢b 1am viéc dé co6 thu nhap cao hon; luat phap ndi riéng va chinh quyén néi chung cé
nhiém vu tao co hoi dé cho ngudi ta ¢ cdng viéc 1am hau duy tri hay ting thém thu nhap.
Diéu nay dua dén y niém vé Thu Nhap Quac Gia Tong Gop (Gross National Income, GNI)
ciing nhu Thu Nhdp Quéc Gia Tong Gép Ting Ngwoi (GNI per capita) s& duoc ban sau.

Giita tiéu dung va an lac 1a tinh toan va chon lya. Con ngudi kinh té s& chon chon hang
héa/dich vu thé ndo d6 dé téi da hoa y thich, niém vui, sy théa man, hanh phic, an lac vv.,
n6i chung 1a dem lai utility tdi da cho minh. O day ciing can nhac lai, trén ly thuyét con
ngudi kinh té 1a con ngudi hop ly (rational), vi minh (self-intereste) va biét toi da hoa
(maximize) loi ich.

Trong nén kinh té thi trudng, ngudi mua phai tra tién cho utility mang lai cho minh. Do
d6 dong tién tuong trung cho sé thich biéu hién (revealed preference). Mac di vé sau mdn
kinh té hoc vé thai do (behaviorist econonmics) cho biét rang khong phai lic nao ddng tién
cling phan anh trung thyc hay tiét 1o chinh xac sé thich con ngudi. Tuy nhién trén thyc té,
khéi niém dong tién 1a “1a phiéu” quyét dinh cung va cau van la mot khai niém rat quan
trong.

Trong vai thap nién gan déy, hoc thuyét Utilitarianism lai dugc nghién ciru sau thém hon.
Mot diéu thém tha vi vé Bentham 1a v& hinh anh caa dng. Jeremy Betham tét nghiép
Oxford University, song doc than. Sau khi qua doi, xac 6ng dugc udp gitr lai véi chiée dau
bang sap, dugc dat ngay ¢ cong trudng, va cé luc di bi sinh vién ldy trom di. Ngay nay
mdi khi truong to chirc nhitng budi I& trong dai, ong déu duoc voi tdi tham du!

Cho t6i nay, hau hét cac ly thuyét kinh té day tai cac truong dai hoc Au My va hoat dong
cuia cac to chuc kinh té quan trong thé gioi nhu Ngan Hang Thé Gigi (The World Bank) va
Quy Tién Té Qudc Té (International Monetary Fund) déu dua trén kinh té thi truong ma
quyén The Wealth of Nations dugc xem 1a co sé chinh. N6i mot cach téng quét, thé gigi
dd c6 mot cai gi d6 duoc xem 1a co s chung. Thém vao d6, kinh té thé gisi con co mot
cdng cu do ludng chung dé do ludng sy tang truong kinh té ma ai ciing biét dén. D6 1a chi
s6 kinh té GDP quen thudc va pho bién s& dé cap dén dudi day.

Gross National Income (GNI)

Kinh té thi truong trong cdy vao “ban tay vo hinh” diéu chinh nhiing bt quan binh trong
c4c hoat dong kinh té. Nhung ban tay v6 hinh thi c6 lac cham chap, c6 lic yéu dudi, khong
dura ra kip lac va dit manh khién nhiéu khi nén kinh té phai gap it nhiéu kho khan. Doi khi
ban tay vo hinh lai hoan toan bat luc, dé cho thé giéi phai chao dao; d6 1a trudng hop cua
cudc Pai Khung Hoang Kinh Té Hoa Ky nam 1929. Ban tay hitu hinh cua Franklin D.
Roosevelt (Tong Théng My 4 nhiém ky), ciing nhu cia John M. Keynes (kinh té gia Anh,
d6ng séng lap ra World Bank va IMF nam 1944 tai Hoi Nghi Bretton Woods) khéng phai
lac nao ciing 6 thé xuat hién va hiéu qua.

Sau cudc Pai Khung Hoang trén, Qubc Hoi Hoa Ky vao nim 1934 da nho kinh té gia
Simon Kuznets gidip nghién ctru do luong kinh té nén qudc gia ma trude do ngudi ta chi
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thudng doan ching nd qua san luong cua mot sé cdng ty 16n, chang han sé xe hoi xuét
xuong, so tan than da, s6 lwong dau hoa khai thac vv. trong mot thoi gian nao do.

Truéc hét, GDP (viét tat cua Gross Domestic Product, San Luong Québc Noi Téng Gop) la
téng gia tri tinh ra tién theo gia thi truong cua tat ca thanh pham va dich vu ma nén kinh té
tao nén trong mot thoi gian nao do, thuong la mot nam. Goi “té"ng gop” vi khong trur di
gia tri may moéc hu hao, nguyén liéu tiéu dung; goi “qudc ngi” vi nd do luong céc hoat
dong noi dia, ké ca cua cdng ty ngoai qudc, nhung khong ké cac hoat dong ¢ nudc ngoai
cua cong dan trong nudc; goi “san lugng” vi nd dugc san xuét thuc su ra thi treong. Dudi
day 1a cong thie quen thudc trong kinh té vi mé (macroeconomics) dé tinh GDP:

GDP=C+G+lI+X-E

Trong d6 C viét tat cia Consumption (tiéu dung); G viét tat cia Government Expenditure
(chi tiéu cua chinh phu); 1 viét tat cua Investment (dau tu khu vuc tu); X 1 xuat khau va E
la nhap khau. GDP cho biét sic manh tong thé ciia cac nén kinh té, so sanh ching ciing sy
tang trudng cua ching.

Thuc ra GDP cua mot nude chwa phan anh trung thuc tat ca sinh hoat x& hoi cia mot qudc
gia. N6 chi ghi nhan céc sinh hoat kinh té trén thi trudng ma thdi. Mot ngudi phu nit di
lam cho mot cong ty thi dugc coi 13 cong nhan ¢6 luong; nhung néu nguoi d6 & nha lam
noi trg thi khong dugc xem dong gop gi cho nén kinh té. Mot y ta di lam & bénh vién, thi
dugc xem la cdng nhan bénh vién c6 luong; nhung néu chi ¢ nha chim séc cha me bénh
tat, thi duoc sy chiam séc nay khong dugc xem 1a mot hoat dong kinh té!

Ngoai ra, ngay ca nhiéu san pham trao d6i hop phap trén thi trudng ciing c6 thé bi nghi
ngo veé loi ich cia chung ddi véi an lac cia x& hoi. Trong GDP, san luong thudc 14 ting
thém géap doi, luong nudc ngot ting 1én gap ba, hay san luong bia ting 1én nhiéu lan déu
duoc coi 1a tot, nhung lai khong tinh dén thiét hai do thudc 14, nudc ngot va bia co thé
mamg lai, nghia I khong néi 1én duoc su an lac ciia ngudi tiéu ding. Cong chi quéc phong
cho vii khi, quan trang, quan dung ting tir 2% lén 5% GDP s& dong gop nhu thé nao cho
muu cau hanh phic? Thém vao d6, GDP ciing khong noi 1én dugc chat lugng cia cudc
séng (quality of life) tai nguyén thién nhién cang ngay cang can kiét, hay khi khéng khi
cang ngay cang thém 6 nhiém.

Khéc biét gitta GDP va GNI la gi? Truéc hét GNI (Gross National Thu Nhap Quéc Gia
Tong Gop) con duoc goi 1a GNP (Gross National Product, San Luwong Quéc Gia Téng
Gop). Ma GNP la gi? GNP I1a GDP cong thém thu nhap cta ngudi dan trong nudc kiém
dugc & nudc ngodi trir di thu nhap cua cac ngudi ngoai qudc hoat dong trong nuéc. NOi
cho dé hiéu, GNP/GNI cia Hoa Ky I thu nhap tong gop cua tat ca ngudi dan My trong va
ngoai nudc. Pem chia GNP nay cho dan s, ching ta s& co Thu Nhap Quéc Gia Téng Gop
Trén M&i Nguoi (GNI per capita). Trong nhiéu nam nay, mdi nim The World Bank déu
cung cap GDP va GDP per capita; GNI va GNI cua cac qudc gia trén thé gigi, ciing nhu
chia cac qudc gia theo ting nhém theo thi tu 16n nhé cua cac con s6 d6. Pa sb ching ta
suy doén rang cac chi s6 nay cang cao thi nguoi dan cac nudc dé sé hanh phac/ an lac hon,
hodc nguoc lai. Didu d6 chi dlng phan nao vi dong tién bo ra khdng phan anh hoan toan
wdc mudn caa minh. Hau hét cac tac gia nghién ciu vé hanh phic va an lac, sir dung céc
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chi sb kinh té GDP hay GDP per capita dé n6i vé su giau co, nguoi viét bai niy ¢ tua dé
ding GNI chi d& nham ddi chiéu véi GNH vé hinh thirc ma thoi.

Ngay tir gitra thap nién 1930, khi dé trinh 18n Quéc Hoi Hoa Ky, co quan dit hang, cong
trinh nghién ctu “National Income 1929 — 35” dinh lwong hda san xuét caa nén kinh té
Hoa Ky, trong do trong d6 c¢6 ¥ niém GDP, kinh té gia Simon Kuznets cia University of
Pennsylvania ciing da canh béo riang: “Sy an lac cia mot qudc gia hiém khi duoc giai thich
bang su do ludng thu nhap cua qudc gia d6.” (The welfare of a nation can scarcely be
inferred from a measure of national income."

Chinh tri gia Robert Kennedy trong mot cudc van dong tranh cir nam 1968 ciing da dua ra
nhiéu 16 chi trich “thanh tich” cia GDP nhu tinh toan ghi nhan c&c hoat dong 6 nhiém
khong khi, quang cao thudc 14, ché tao dao, sling, bom napalm, dau dan nguyén tir, san xuat
cac chuong trinh truyén hinh ¢ vii bao luc; nhung lai khdng tin téi vé dep caa nhitng bai
tho, hay sac manh cua hén nhan. NOi tdm lai, GDP ghi nhan da moi thi, chi trir thir lam
cho cudc doi dang sdng (it measures everything in short, exept that which makes life
worthwhile)

Tém lai, GDP mét mat khong ghi hét cac hoat dong kinh té; mat khéac nhiéu hoat dong kinh
té ma no ghi duoc cd thé khdng mang lai an lac cho con ngudi. Tuy nhién, qua nhiéu thap
nién n6 d chinh phuc thé gigi! N6i chung, nhiéu nguoi nghi khi GDP cua mot qudc gia
tang 1én thi 1a mot diéu tét va moi ngudi trong qudc gia d6 s& hanh phuc thém. Do d6 chinh
quyén muédn cho cong dan trong mot qudc gia hanh phiic hon, thi phai tim moi cach dé
tang truong GDP. Diéu nay khién chiing ta nghi t&i hai cau néi thuong nghe mang hai y
nghia trai nguoc nhau. Mot ciu 1a “C6 tién mua tién cling duge.” Cau kia 1a “Tién bac
khong dem lai hanh phuc.”

Trong vai thap nién vira qua, di c6 khong it cong trinh nghién ctiu cua Lién Higp Quéc va
céc to chic kinh té khac nham b6 sung va hoan chinh phwong cach ké toan cho céac nén
kinh té quéc gia n6i chung, va GDP/GNP ndi riéng. Chang han “Chi S¢ Phéat Trién Nhan
Ban” (Human Development Index) cho Ngan Hang Thé Giéi dua ra dya trén kha niang va
chirc nang c6 thé quan sat dugc cia con nguoi nhu sic khoe, gido duc hay kha nang tiép
can voi ki thuat. Hozc “Chi Sé An Lac Kinh Té Bén Viing” (Index of Sustainable Economic
Welfare, ISEW) dé nghi bai Herman Daly va John Cobb nam 1989 c¢6 tinh dén sy can Kiét
tai nguyén thién nhién va 6 nhidm méi sinh. NGi chung, nhiing chi sé mai nay chi 1a nhitng
chi s6 chi nham cai tién GDP/GNI hon 1a thay thé ching.

Dudi day, cac con sb in trong quyén sach nho The Economist/ Pocket World in Figure xb

nam 2021 noi trén cho thay vao nam 2018, thir hang cac qudc gia thay ddi tly theo cac chi
s6, nhu thy dudi day:

Qubc Gia GDP GDP HDI Happiness
per capita per capita PPP (Quality of Life) (theo WHR)

Phan Lan 20 ($50.152) 27 (71,1) 12 (90,5) 1

Na Uy 7 ($81.697) 13 (104,5) 1(95,4) 2

Hoa Ky 14 ($62.795) 15 (100,0) 15 (92,0) 18

Singapore 13 (64.582) 6 (161,7) 9 (93,5) 38
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Theo bang xép hang cua World Happiness Report, Phan Lan 1a nudc dugc xem 1a hanh
phtc nhat hoan cau (cot 5). Trong khi d6 GDP per capita ctia nuéc ndy chi dang thir 20 véi
con sb qui ra US$ 1a 50.152; con vé GDP per capita PPP (c6t 3) tuc tinh theo tinh muc
mai luc (purchasing power parity, PPP, ma 100 cua Hoa Ky Ia chi sé lam cin ban), thi
nuéc nay xép hang 27. Theo chi sé HDI (Human Development Index, c6 tinh téi s6 nim
hoc va tudi tho), thi Phan Lan diing hang 2, sau Na-Uy ma chi s 70-79 da dwoc xem la rat
cao roi.

Gross National Happiness (GNH)
Vuong Quéc Bhutan

Nguroi Vieong Quoc Bhutan, trong mét ngay héi vai le phuc truyén thong
Photo credit: https://www.dailybhutan.com/article/traditional-costumes-of-bhutan-and-the-evolution-of-kira

Khi n6i dén GNH, nhiéu ngudi nghi ngay dén vuong qubc Phat gido Bhutan, quéc gia dau
tién va cho dén nay duy nhat khong ding cong cu GDP, ma 1a GNH dé no6i dén su phat
trién xa hoi cia dat nwéc minh. Bhutan 1a mot qudc gia nho, nam bén canh 2 nudc rong
I6n Trung Hoa va An Do, véi dién tich chi 38.400 km2, va dan sb hién nay chwa téi 800.000
ngudi. GDP per capita nam 2015 chi 1a US$ 2,719. Néu doc gia mudn biét cac thong sb
kinh té cia qudc gia nay thi xin dung tim kiém trong quyén thdng k& nho The
Economis/Pocket World in Figures, xuat ban hing nim, cung cap nhiéu thdng tin quan
trong cho “thé gi¢i”. Can noi ngay day khong phai la qudc gia “hanh phiic” nhat hanh tinh
nhu nhiéu ngudi lam twong. Nam 1972, Jigme Singye Wang Chuck, quéc vuong thir tu
cua Bhutan, tuyén bé: “T6i khong quan tdm nhiéu dén San Luong Qubc Gia Tong Gop.
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T6i quan tam dén Hanh Phic Quéc Gia Tong Gop." (I am not interested so much in gross
national product. I am interested in gross national happiness.” (The Washington Post,
Monday, October 2011, Section C). Su chon lya cua 6ng c6 1€ da dua trén truyén thdng
lau doi cua dan toc theo dao Phat, vén sbng tram lang va mudn duoc binh 6n trong tam
hon. Thaa do, thap nién 1970s da duoc Lién Hiép Qudc tuyén bé 1a “thap nién phat trién”
(development decade) bot phat phong trao cac ké hoach kinh té ngii nién, t&r nién thoi
thuong rat duoc cac nudc dang phat trién qui hoach dé nhan vién tro tir cac ngan hang quéc
té, ciing nhu tir cac nuéc Hoa Ky, Lién X6 vi ly do chinh tri. Tuyén bé trén caa vua Bhutan
qua la da lam ngac nhién moi nguoi.

Hon 4 thap nién sau, khi dé twa cho quyén The Oxford Handbook of Happiness (hiéu dinh
boi S. David, H. Boniwell , A. Conley Ayers, xb nam 2013), qubc vuong thir nim Jigme
Khesar cho biét rang vua cha ciia minh d3 xem GNH quan trong hon GNP , va tir d6 qudc
gia ndy theo huéng Phét Trién voi Gia Tri (Development with Value) nghia la ¢b tan
hudng nhiing loi ich cia ting truang va hién dai hoa kinh té nhung van bao dam rang trén
duong tién bo kinh té van khong quén bao dudng nhiing diéu 1am cho ngudi din doan két,
séng hai hoa véi nhau va bao dam ho vén 1a nguoi dan Bhutan... Theo ong, cong cudc
hién dai hoa va nhiing thay d6i chinh tri nuéi dudng ty do cho cé nhan, nhung ciing 1am
cho ho bét di nghia vu dbi véi xa hoi va diéu thién 1anh cao ca hon (the greater good),
nghia 13 mot vai gié tri nao d6 s& mat di. Ong qua quyét Hanh Phlic nhic nhe 1a cudi cing
thi thé gioi nay 1a thé gisi caa con nguoi, ciia cac gia dinh va cta cac cong dong - cua
nhan loai dang kiém tim mét thir gidng nhau.

Nguoi dan Bhutan truée dé cling sdng rat 1a binh di. Theo bai béo trén, thi khi chiéc xe
jeep dau tién dén thu d6 Thimpu, vao thap nién 1960, dan chung dia phuong da tia ra chay
theo sau “con rong biét thd” nay; truyén hinh mai dén nim 1999 méi dwoc hop phap hoa,
va nén dan cha dugc nha vua thiét 1ap nam 2008.

Pé hinh thanh chinh sach phét trién hanh phuc, hing nim chinh phu déu t6 chirc mot cudc
thim do, mat nira ngay dé hoan thanh, dan ching duoc hoi tham do vé viéc tiép can cac
dich vu y té, dién nudc, ciing nhu cac hoat dong khac nhu nga nghé, cau nguyén vv. Nhiing
di kién thu thap nay s& dugc phan tich va tong hop lai dé thanh chinh séch, ma céc chinh
sach mudn phan anh duogc tinh cach caa chinh pha va nhan dan Bhutan thi phai theo 4
nguyén ly tru cot sau day: bao dam ting truong Kinh té, duy tri van hoa va truyén thng,
bao vé méi sinh va tri quan tét (good governance). Thém vao d6, chinh quyén con ra nhiéu
tiéu chuan khac huéng din chinh sach va dwong 16i. (Cultural Smart! Bhutan, tac gia
Karma Choden & Dorji Wangchuck, x02018). Mt chinh tri gia d6i lap cho biét 6ng nghi
ngo vé viéc thuc hién cac nguyén tic quan trong cia GNH. Bhutan han ché nguoi ngoai
qudc dén day du lich vi so ho 1am & nhiém méi sinh ciing nhu dem vao théi hu tat xau!
Ngoai ra, han nhiéu nguoi di khong quén rang vuong quéc nay da truc Xuat ca trim ngan
cu dan gbc Nepal va Hindu vé nudc chi vi muén git truyén théng dan toc minh ma khdng
chap nhan su khac biét cua ho d6i voi dan tir xir khac dén vé y phuc, ngbn ngt, ton glao
C6 ngudi phé phan GNH 1a chinh sach ap dat tir trén dwa xudng va mia mai GNH 12 viét
tat cua Gross National Harassment!
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Mic du vay, nhung GNH cta Bhutan di tao hung khoi khdng it. Lién Hiép Québc chon
ngay 20 March m&i nim 1am Ngay Hanh Phtc Thé Gigi (The World Happiness Day), bt
dau tir nam 2012. Mdi nam LHQ déu c6 4n hanh World Happiness Report, s6 dau tién xuat
ban thang Tu nam 2012. Diéu kha thl vi khac 1a di c6 vai hoc gia cho ra doi nhitng quyén
kinh té hoc Phat Gido 4p dung gido 1y ton gido nay dé phan tich cac hoat dong kinh té va
dura ra nhitng nguy@n tic hoat dong cho mot nén kinh té cd thé dem lai hanh phuc cho con
ngudi trong doi sdng kiép nay.

Nghich Ly Easterlin

Theo thién y, triét Iy Hanh Phic ndi trén cua Bhutan tuy mai la va hip dan, nhung khong
phai 12 dong luc chinh thuc day cac nha kinh té hoc quay tra lai nghién cau thém vé GDP,
hodc tim mot phuong phap, ¢ong cu khac dé dem lai hanh phuc/an lac cho xa hoi. Nhiéu
tac gia cho rang chinh “nghjch Iy Easterlin” da khién nhiéu nha nghién ctru tham gia vao
cdng cude di tim “ciru canh ma&i” caa doi séng. Trong mot bai nghién cau cé tua dé la:
“Does Economic Growth Improve the Human Lot? Some Empirical Evidence” xuat hién
dau tién ndm 1974 (dugc in lai trong Happiness in Economics do chinh tac gia hiéu dinh,
xb nam 2002, ma bai viét nay dang tham khao, Richard A. Easterlin, luc d6 dang day tai
University of Pennsylvania, nghién ctu két qua cua cac cudce tham do vé mdi quan hé gita
thu nhap va hanh phc cta con ngudi trong 19 qudc gia, phét trién 1an cham phét trién, tir
sau Thé Chién Hai. Hanh Phic ¢ day duoc goi la hanh phlc chi quan (subjective
happiness) sé duogc ban taoi.

Sau day 1a mot két qua ma 6ng tim thay dé tra loi cau hoi tu minh dit ra: Khi thu nhap cua
mot nude tang truong thém trong qué trinh phat trién kinh té, thi hanh phic con nguoi ¢
tang thém khong?

(1)  Trong cung mot quéc gia, tai mot thoi diém nao d6, nhém nguoi giau cé hon (tic
thu nhap tang 1én) thi hanh phuc hon. Diéu nay la sy that thay dugc rd rang.

(2)  Ciing trong cting mdt quéc gia, vao nhitng thoi diém khac nhau, khi moi nguoi déu
tré nén giau c6 hon, thi ho khdng thay hanh phuc hon.

Diéu nay dung véi Hoa Ky: Trong vong 50 nim nghién ciru, mac d thu nhap mdi nguoi
(income per capita) cua Hoa Ky ting 1én dang ké, hanh phic cia ho hau nhu khong ting
thém. Chi tiét cho thdy GDP per capita ting 1én, nhung hanh phuc trung binh (average
happiness) khong ting theo: n6 ting 1én trong thap nién 1950, rdi giam xudng trong 20
nam sau do, dén nam 1970 lai tré vé muc cii nam 1946. Kinh té gia Moses Abramovitz goi
do6 1a “Nghich Ly Easterlin” (Eaterlin Paradox) va nay da duoc quen dung. Nghich Ly nay
da khién khong it ngudi nghi ngd va nghién ciru lai van dua trén nhiing dit liéu ma Easterlin
da st dung ciing nhu dua ra thém nhitng giai thich khac. Ddi véi Easterlin, thu nhap tuyét
dbi (absolute income) dong vai trd quan trong ddi véi hanh phic téi mét mac ma céc nhu
cau cin ban di duoc théa man. Vuot qua muc d6, thu nhap twong d6i (relative income)
tré nén quan trong hon, nghia la khi nguai ta so sanh thu nhap cua nhirng nguoi trong nhom
véi nhau. Mat Iy thuyét khac cho ring hoan canh tét hay xau déu khién cho hanh phuc
thay ddi 1én xubng d6i voi mot mic hanh phiic dinh sdn nao dé, rdi cudi cing hanh phuc
mdi nguoi cling lai tré vé muc cii d6. Mic ndy trong tdm ly hoc dwoc goi 1a “set point”.
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An Lac/Hanh Phuc Cha Quan

Hganh Phac, khach quan hay chuz quan?

Hanh Phuc ma Easterlin phan tich & trén 1a Hanh phuc chu quan (subjective happiness)
nghia 1a chinh nguoi dugc phong van néi ra y kién ciia minh. Hang ngay chung ta thuong
nghe ca hai thir hanh phuc chu quan va khach quan. Khi chiing ta thay mot c6 ca si tré tuoi
cudi rang rd trén san khau bén canh than twong caa minh, ching ta néi cd ta trong hanh
phic qua. C6 thé ching ta chu quan, nhung trong Khoa Hoc Hanh Phc, thi sy danh gia
cua chung ta dugc xem la khach quan va hanh phic ma chiing ta gan cho c6 ca si nay la
“hanh phiic khach quan” (objective happiness). Con khi chinh miéng c6 ta n6i cé cam thay
“rit hanh phuc”, thi hanh phuc cia c6 ta 1a “hanh phdc chi quan”.

Hoc thuyét Utilitarianism trudce kia bi 1ang quén c6 18 chi vi do luong utility khé qua! Vao
thap nién 1930, khi Sir John Hicks, Lord Lionel Robbins va nhiéu ngudi khac tuyén b
rang utility khong thé va khong can nghién ciu. thi cha thuyét nay khong con duge dé y
ntra. (Happiness: A Revolutions in Economics. tac gia Bruno S. Frey, xb 2010. Ngay nay
Vi su ra doi cua y niém “hanh phdc chi quan”, cac hoc gia dua ra mot tir ¢6 vé trung tinh
ma c6 I& nhiéu doc gia s& cam thay quen thudc dé thay thé. Do 1a “An lac chi quan”
(subjective well-being, viét tait SWB). Tur day, ngudi viét xin st dung SWB dé chi
subjective happiness ma Easterlin da dung.

Xin luu y quy doc gia ring SWB 1a mot y niém rat méi la va quan trong, mot kham phé
I6n caa nganh tam ly hoc, duoc kinh té hoc du nhap vao @é lam phuong phéap nghién ctru
méi caa minh. Dé do ludng SWB (Against Happiness, do Owen Flaganagan va nhiéu tac
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gia khac, xb nam 2003) nguoi phong van thuong sir dung mét trong hai phuwong cach dudi
day:

Theo céch thir nhadt, nguroi phéng van néi véi nguoi dieoc phong van nhue thé nay: “Néi
chung, ban hay néi hanh phic cua ban nhw thé nao? -- Rat hanh phic/ Kha hanh phac/
Khéng hanh phiic.” Ngudi dugc phong van s& chon mét trong 3. Thinh thoang, trude khi
phong vén cau trén, ngudi phong van c6 thé yéu cau ngudi dugc phong van cho biét xac
quyét cua minh bang cau “Bang ngdn tir riéng cua ban, hdy cho biét chit “hanh phuc” c6
nghia 1a gi d6i v6i ban.”

Theo cach thit hai, nguoi phong vén néi: “Xét chung vé moi khia canh, ban hay néi ban
hanh phic ra sao? Xin ban chon trong to gidy trudc mat cé muoi mot 8, tir 0 dén 10 ma sé
0 1a cuc ky bat hanh va s6 10 1a cuc ky hanh phiic.”. Ciing c6 nhitng cudc phong van chi
dung tir 0 dén 6 ma thdi. Thém vao do, ngudi phong van c6 thé thém mot vai cau hoi nixa,
hay dya vao cac kho dir ligu sin ¢ dé kiém chang nhiing gi ngudi duoc phong van da noi.
N6i chung, phuong phép niy cho ngudi dugc phong van nhiéu lya chon, nhung qua that
su chon lya khdng dé gi chinh xéc, ngay ca ¢ nhitng ngudi ¢6 hoc van cao. Ching han &
phong mach, khi néi vé cai dau & dau goi, bac si bao ban danh gia trong murc d6 tir 0 dén
10, ban chon sb con s6 nao. Néu ban da chon sb 7, thi sau d6, ban c6 thé tu hoi tai s6 7, ma
khong 12 s6 6 hay sb 8. Trong 3 s6 nay thi s6 ndo phan anh trung thuc nhat muac dau cua
minh?

Nhitng Nghién Ciru Lién Nganh

Sau cudc khunghoang tai chanh thé gii 2008-2009, ma
GDP bi xem nhu 1a nghi pham an minh, Tong Théng
Phép Nicol Sarkozy da mai kinh té gia Phap Jean — Paul
Fitoussi cua Sciences Po, cung vai hai kinh té gia My
Amartya Sen va Joseph E. Stiglitz (Chu Tich), déu
duogc giai Nobel vé Kinh Té, thanh lap mét uy ban
quc t&  c6 tén c6 tén la “Commission on the
Measurement of Economic Performance and Social
Progress” dé tai danh gié cac do luong hién hanh va
dé nghi nhitng phuong cach thay d6i. Uy Ban nay con
c6 thém nhiéu thanh vién tén tudi tir cac to chirc INSEE,
UNDP, OECD, hay tir cac dai hoc danh tiéng nhu
Harvard University (Robert Putnam nganh chinh tri
hoc), Princeton University (nhu Alan B Krueger,
Daniel Kahneman — nganh tam ly hoc, giai Nobel Kinh
Té 2002). Két qua lam viéc ciaa Uy Ban nay la ban
phuc trinh dugc in thanh quyén sach mong tua dé 1a Mismeasuring Our Lives: Why GDP
Doesn’t Add Up” (xb nam 2100). Trong Loi Tua, Tong Théng Phap di khing dinh “Chung
ta s& khong thay doi thai d6 cua chlng ta trir phi chling ta thay d6i phuong cach ma ching
ta do ludng cac hoat dong kinh té ... Thong ké va ké toan cua ching ta phan anh cac udc
vong cua chung ta, nhitng gia tri ma ching ta chi dinh ra ... Mot trong nhitng ly do ma hau
hét moi nguoi ty thidy minh tré nén bat hanh hon (worse off) ngay ca khi GDP dang ting
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Ién bai vi ho thuc su bt hanh hon.” (6ng trich tir Phdc Trinh). Cudi cing, Tong Thong
khan thiét kéu goi: “Diéu duy nhét s& ctru ching ta la coi tréi dau 6c chung ta dé gom strc
manh lai thuc hién nhiing thsy doi can thiét. Biéu duy nhat s& ciru ching ta 12 coi tréi dau
6c chung ta dé tu giai phong khoi chii nghia tuan thuan (conformatism), chu nghia bao thu
va nhitng quyén loi thién can.

Worldwide levels of happiness as measured by the World Happiness Report (2024)
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:World Happiness Report 2024.png

Ban tuong trinh ndy néu ra nhiing van dé ¢ dién cia GDP va dua ra vai khuyén céo diéu
chinh; ké d6 dua ra quan diém vé chat luong doi 50ng (quallty of IIfe) ma bai viét nay goi
ndm na Ia hanh phic va an lac; va cudi cung két ndi phat trién bén vimg va moi truong.
Theo thién y, khao huéng nay rit dang duoc nghién cau chi tiét hon nham cai tién cach
nhin GDP theo mot nhdn quan méi. Tiép theo Phlc Trinh, Joseph E. Stiglitz, Jean-Paul
Fioussi va thém Martin Durand d3 viét thém “Measuring What Accounts: The Global
Movement for Well-being” (xb ndm 2019), nghia 1a van con quanh quan véi ké toan qudc
gia, chua thé dua ra mot than duoc cu thé c6 thé giup con ngudi dén bén bo hanh phic ma
ho theo dubi. Nhung néu cang ngay cang ¢ nhiéu ngudi duoc tao co hoi dé co viéc lam,
vat chat no 4m, chd & an ninh, va tdm hon thanh than thi cac kinh té gia nay ndi riéng va
mon kinh té hoc noi chung da 1am duogc diéu ky diéu roi.

Mic du bi con nghi ngd vé mie do chinh xac, y niém vé SWB cling véi cac phuong cach
do luong “chil quan” ndi trén da duoc xem la mot budc tién quan trong trong viéc nghién
ctu hanh phuc con nguoi. Thém vao do la sy hinh thanh cua nganh tam ly tich cuc coi
trong hon viéc tao dung an lac hanh phic, ciing nhu sy phét trién cua khoa than kinh hoc,
may mac theo ddi hoat dong cua bo 6c (thi du MRI) cuing thubc men thich hop .

Hanh phtc da va dang dugc nghién cuu lién nganh, dugc xem nhu 1a nganh Khoa Hoc
Hanh Phic (Science of Happiness). Véi cach nhin lac quan nay, nhiéu ngudi, trong dé c6
Richard Easterlin k&u goi mét cugc cach mang dé tién téi HANH PHUC! Nghia 1a hay
phét 1&n ngon c& GNH thay thé cho ngon ¢& GDP. Nhung cho téi ddy, chung ta thiy néu
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khic phuc duoc nhitng thiéu sot dd ban ciing nhitng khuyén céo cai tién ghi trong Phic
Trinh va quyén sach tiép theo cia Nhom Stiglitz, thi chi sé ké toan cai tién nay s& van con
mang nhiéu “thanh phan” hang hoa va dich vy cia GDP, nghia 14 nhitng tht nudi dudng
con ngudi va duoc tinh bang tién. Ngay ca GNH t6i nay ciing chi 12 mot y niém triru tuong
va chua duoc tém gon thanh chi s6 nhu GDP. Va quéc gia hién dang givong ngon co GNH
khong phai 1a mot quéc gia 1y teéng ma ai ciing mudn dén dé lam viéc hay dé séng. Y
tuong du nhap day du cam xdc va y kién cua toan thé nhan dan dé hinh thanh mét chinh
sach cong rat 1a quan trong trong xa hoi dan chi ngay nay. Nhung s& dén bao gio ching ta
s& chung kién dugc mét chinh sach tét trung thuc, va duoc thyc hién hiéu ning va hiéu
qua?

Két Luan

Kinh té hoc ra doi véi muc tiéu téi hau 1a gitp con nguoi khoéng nhimg duoc an lac vat chat
ma con an lac tinh than. Ton tai vai trim nam nay, né da 1an lan dem lai it nhiéu dong
thuan vé mot sb nguyén tac, vé cong cu nghién ctu, nhung mon “kinh bang té thé” hay
“kinh thé t& dan” nay van con trudc mat nhiéu van dé can phai dugc cai tién, tham chi con
c6 chi truong phai thay ddi han triét 1y ciing nhu phuong phép. Néu Paul Revere di 1am
tron s mang ctia minh trong dém cudi ngua bao dong dé rdi Hoa Ky ¢6 ban Tuyén Ngon
Doc Lap ndi 1én y chi cua québc gia tan lap nay — life, independence, pursuit of happiness -
- thi liéu kinh té gia Richard A. Easterlin c6 thé thanh cong hay khdng khi kéu goi mot
cudc cach mang vé hanh phuc? Pay qua la cau hoi 16n ma cau tra 10i s& doi hoi nhiéu thoi
gian.

(PS — Néu sirc khoe con cho phép, nguai viét s& tom luge két qua mot s6 cong trinh nghién
ctru vé Hanh Phic d4 duoc thyc hién trong vai muoi nam vira qua.)

Lé Van Binh

Virginia 7/2025

(*)  Trong cac nghién ctru vé Hanh Phic va An Lac, hau hét cac tac gia sir dung chi s6
kinh t& phd bién va quen thuoc GDP (Gross Domestic Product) thay vi GNI (Gross
National Income) --ca hai déu tinh toan bang tién-- dé chi mac giau c6 caa mot qubc gia.
Tua dé bai viét ndy dung GNI chi nham dbi chiéu vé hinh thirc véi GNH (Gross National
Happiness) ma dén nay van con la mot y niém, chua tro thanh mot chi sé kinh té.

Lé Van Binh

- Tot nghiép Hoc Vién Quéc Gia Hanh Chanh (Béc Sir 10 va Cao Hoc 2) & University of
Southern California (MA in Econ., 1974)

- Chui BUt Hoai B&o Qué Hirong (1999 - 2000) & Hanh Chanh Mién Déng (2002 - 2018)
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Pao Phat, Sudi Nguon Hanh Phuc
Nguyén Ngoc Hoang Thi Quynh Hoa

“Con xin cam niém on duc caa Thé Tén di cho con biét nhitng hanh phc binh di trong
cudc doi nay:

«Sang nay thic ddy con thdt hanh phiic, khi déimdt con di sing dé thay dwoc dwong di,
con chiém nguéng dwoC Nu cudi tir bi, binh an noi Pirc Thé TON, va con con thdy duroc
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nhitng nguoi thieong bang déi mdt thwong kinh, nhin thdy bau troi trong sang va nhing
hang cay xanh Ia.

«Déi tai ciia con con co thé nghe diroc tiéng noi tiéng cueoi ciia moi ngueoi, tieng chim hét
trong vuron, tiéng tré con goi nhau dong vong.

*Con dang tho nhitng hoi tho dai, nhe va khoe.Khdng khi ban mai thét trong lanh, diu mat.
«Con con néi dwroc nhitng tieng, nhing loi tir 4ird rang véi moi nguoi.

«Con cam nhdan hanh phuc khi biét minh dangdimg viing trén déi chdn va buréc nhe nhang
thanh thoi dén noi can den.

«Con nhén ra déi tay con con kha ning ddang hwong va nuée dé ciing dieong tam bdo vao
buéi sang trudc mgt ngay mai, va san sé vt thuc bang doi tay can trong.

«Con nghi t6i nhirng phit gidy hanh phc thdtdon so ma vé ciing quy gid nay dé nuéi duwéng
than tam va séng mét ngay day an lac”.

Toi khéng nhé da dugce doc bai ké co tén Hanh Phiic Pon So nay ¢ dau, cia ai va nam nao.
Chi nhé 1a vi thich qua, voi vang ghi chép, in vao gidy ciing ting cac ban tham du chuyén
hanh huong 10 chtia thang Giéng do nhom Phat Hoc Tué Quang chling t6i to chirc nam ay.
That vy, néu ta con day du mat, tai, mii, miéng, tt chi, va dau 6c binh thudng 12 mot hanh
phic 16n. Nhung, thir hoi may ai biét tran quy ching mdi ngay cho dén khi mot trong ngii
cin bi thuong tat hay bi mat di, chung ta mai giat minh nudi tiéc nhitng ngay hanh phuc da
qua khi ngii can, ngii lyc binh thuong ma ta d¢a khong biét tran trong!

Chu t6i, but si Hoang T4 Thich, trong tap truyén ngan Mo Udc Binh Thirong, dua ra trudng
hop mot ngudi ban than phai 18n ban mo sau mot tai nan té xe, bi xuat huyét ndo tram trong.
Vé sau, khi ké cho ban bé nghe, ¢6 néi: “Trudc khi Ién ban md, minh nghi chi can dugc
séng 1a du va s& khong bao gio doi hoi bat car mot diéu gi khac.” Nghe c6 vé quen thudc
Iim phai khdng? vi may ai trong hoan nan ma khong khan khia xin duoc binh an, chi binh
an th6i? Nhung c6 may ai tran trong mot cai tim thudng ma minh so hiru, dén khi mat di
réi méi tiéc ngan tiée ngo! C6 ban cua cha toi ciing vay. Sau khi md, cd mé man 5 ngay.
C6 song. Nhung it 1au sau, bac si cho biét ndo trang ¢ van dé nén c6 khong diéu khién
duoc cai tay cim bt theo y minh, béc si can kham lai va chira tri thém. Thay c6 budn qua,
chd tdi an i, nhac lai loi ¢d néi mién duoc séng ma thoi. Co cudi budn dap: “Lic d6 thi
nghi nhu thé that, nhung khi dugc song rdi thi mudn nhimng diéu tét hon, minh nghi con
nguoi chic ai ciing thé.” Va cb nghi ciing dl'mg vi may ai du khon ngoan dé cam nhan
nhitng hanh phtc don so binh di trong doi song hang ngay. Dé két luan, tac gia trich 10i
Duc Bat Lai Lat Ma thtr 14: “C6 nhiéu nguorl song ma khong nghi 12 minh s& chét. Bén
khi sap chét, mgi nhan ra 1a minh chwa séng!” Hay séng véi nhitng gi minh c6 mdi ngay,
dung tiéc nudi qua kht, dung lo lang twong lai vi qua kha da khong con va tuong lai thi
chua téi. Hay an trd trong hién tai.
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T6i thi, sang sang, sau khi thuc day xudng nha 1a dén bén cua s6 noi dat may chau lan, xit
nude 1én cac canh, 14, hoa, va cham cha tim xem c6 chdi non & cay nao khdng. Cua so chi
dé duoc 12 chau lan nén tdi din cac em Gia Long dirng mua lan nira. Lan nha t6i la do Gia
Long tang vao ngay L& Me va ngay sinh nhat t6i. H& nhiéu hon 13 t6i phai dem ting lai nha
khac. Toi dugc ngdm hoa lan quanh nam vi khi nao ciing c6 it nhat 12 hai chau c6 hoa va
hai chau c6 chdi 16n sap dom hoa. Sau khi da tugi mat cho 14, cho hoa, tdi ngdi vao ban in
séng, lang 1& ngdm nhing chau lan xinh xéo, dai cac, binh yén trén cira s6. Sang nao khong
phai roi nha som di tap thé duc thi toi ra san trude tham may bui hdng mai trong cudi mua
ha ma nay — sip sang dong - van con hoa va thiy 1ong that yén 4, binh an.

Ai sinh ra, I6n 1én ma khong mo uwdc mot cudc doi an binh, hanh phic. Nhung thir hoi bao
nhiéu nguoi ¢6 thé tu thiy minh 14 nguoi c6 hanh phac! Hinh nhu dbi véi sé dong thi hanh
phuc nhu an nhu hién chap chon ngoai tim tay véi. Ngudi My suy nghi rat dung khi thira
nhan muu cau hanh phic 1a mét quyén téi thugng ciia ngudi dan, quan trong ngang Véi
quyén séng va quyén tu do, nén té tién ho da trang trong ghi ba thir quyén céng dan cin
ban nay trong Ban Tuyén Ngon Doc Lap cua ho.

Nhung hanh phtc 1a gi? Lam thé nao dé c¢6 duoc hanh
phic? C6 rat nhidu sach viét vé dé tai nay nhung t6i thich
cach suy dién cua Tién si Ricard Mathieu. Ong 1a nguoi
Phap, tac gia cuén Happiness: A Guide to Developing
Life’s Most Important Skill. Ong cling 1a mot tu si Phat
gido, hién dang tru tri & mot ngdi chuia bén Nepal. Ong noi
hai tir hanh phdc rat khé dinh nghia, ma c6 dinh nghia thi
thuong mo ho, khong duoc sé dong ddng y. Nhiéu tién thi
hanh phac? C6 danh thi hanh phic? Co strc khoe thi hanh
phtc? Nhiéu vo, nhiéu con, nhiéu ban? Hay phai c6 tat ca
nhitng thr 4y méi ¢6 hanh phac? Trong sach, Pai Su
Mathieu khuyén khdng nén tim hanh phic ¢ bén ngoai vi
van vat vén vo thuong, khong ai biét va kiém soat duoc su
dén di cua ching. Hom nay giau cd, ngay mai cua cai doi
nén ra di; hom nay khoe manh, ngay mai bénh tat dén tham
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hoi; hém nay 18n voi, ngdy mai xuéng chd. Khong ai kiém soat dugc chu ky thanh tru hoat
diét cua chiing. Vi vay, nén quay vé nuong twa ¢ ban than dé dat duoc chan hanh phuc, tam
binh an. Ong noi, theo quan niém Phat giao, hanh phac chi la mét y niém, moét thoi quen
ma 6ng cho rang ai ciing c6 thé dat duoc. Sach cua 6ng trinh bay nhiing phu:orng phap tap
luyén dé c6 dugc tdm binh an. Ong cho ring chitr Happiness c6 vé mo hd nén muén thay
thé bang chit kép Well-being 1a tim binh an dé n6i dén trang thai dé chiu, yén &, khéng lo
ling budn phién. C6 nhiéu khi ta 1am 1an hanh phc (happiness) véi niém vui tha (pleasure).
Dé co duoc niém vui, can cd nhitng trg luc bén ngoai.

Ma niém vui thi chi hién hiru ngin han théi. Vi du, duge dn mot moén ngon ta vui lam.
Nhung ngdy ndo ciing phai dn mon d6 thi ta khong thay thl vi nira, trong khi ta c6 thé
huong dugc tm binh an (wellbeing hay inner peace) trong moi hoan canh néu ta luyén
duogc tam khong dao dong bai ngoai canh. Néu biét nhin moi sy, moi vat mot cach khach
quan va biét chip nhan mot su that 1a ta khong thé nao thay doi duoc tinh hubng da xay ra,
khong thay d6i duoc ngoai canh thi tdm ta bot phién ndo. Pai su ké cau chuyén dbi canh
sinh tinh cua hai nhan vat cho thay y niém hanh phuc thay ddi tiy theo cach suy nghi cua
tung ca nhan:

T6i [Pai Su Mathieu] con nhé mot budi chiéu mua mua & Nepal, tdi ngdi trén buc thém
ctia chlia chd céc phat tir dén du budi phap dam. Sau mot con mua giong 16n, cai san trudc
bién thanh mot viing nuéc bun do ddy. Chung ti phai xép ting cum gach tir cong dén buc
thém budc vao chanh dién. Mot co dén, ding budc & cong chua. Nhin cai san day nudc
bun, ¢ rén rén budc 18n may vién gach, vira budc vira ma miéng ché bai ting vién mat.
Khi d3 an toan 1én dén byc thém chd tdi ngdi, c¢6 nhin viing nudc bun lic dau lan nira va
phan nan: “Ghé qua! Néu ma nga xudng day thi that I1a ring ron! O xt nay, cai gi ciing
do.” Biét tinh c6 4y nén tdi chi im lang gat gu. Vai phut sau, mot c¢6 khac dén, co Raphaele.
Vira nhay qua tirng cum gach, ¢d vira ho: “Hap! Hap! Hap!” va khi qua duoc bén nay, véi
anh mat ngoi sang, c¢d twoi cudi ndi: “Vui qua! Cai hay cia mia nay 1a sau con mua, moi
canh vat that twoi mat, khong dinh mét hat byi!” Ciing quan canh iy ma hai ngudi ¢6 hai
16i nhin khac nhau. S&u ty nguoi [dan sé thé gisi], sau ty thé gisi khac nhau!
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CAac ban muédn c6 tdm vui twoi nhu c6 Raphael hay tim phién ndo nhu c¢6 ban kia? Nguoi
My¥ ciing c6 cau “Look at the brighter side” cua mot su viéc bat nhu y dé tam duoc nhe
nhang. Thay ddi cai nhin cua ta d6i voi cudc séng khong phai 1a mot thai do lac quan kho
khao, ciing khong phai 1a mot thai do phan khai gia tao dé ddi phé vai nghich canh. Vi su
that thi dau khé ciing nhu hanh phlc van chi 1a mét trang thai noi tam. Hanh phuc 1a sy
chuyén héa tam san han, tim chap thu, 1a biét nhin su vat mot cach trung thuc, khéng co
su phé phan cua vong thac. Cir miét mai luyén tap 16i suy tu dang din nhu vay thi ta s&
thdy rang hanh phuc hay dau khé chi 1a do tdm minh phan @ng véi hoan canh bén ngoai
ma thoi.

Gan day, trén mang c6 cau chuyén ma ngudi thuat lai n6i 12 chuyén that vé mot ngudi quen
lam béc si tham my rat thanh cong, rat giau co. Ong bac siban ron lam tién ¢ ba nha thuong
cua 6ng ma khong hé biét dén vo va con sinh séng nhu thé nao. Ong cir twong nhiéu tién
la vo con hanh phdc. R6i mét ngay, 6ng nhan duoc gidy vo doi li di ma chung hing. Cang
ngac nhién hon nita 1a vo dng chi xin duoc chia tay ma khdng can chia cua. Va cang khé
hiéu hon nira la lién sau d6, ba vo tai gia véi mot ngudi ban hoc cii nghéo! Cac ban nao
may min con c¢6 ngudi ban doi bén canh nén nhé tim co hdi dé duge ciing nhau “khi xem
hoa n@, khi cho trang 1én.” Ping qué lo bon chen trong cudc séng ma bo 1& nhiing dip c6
thé cting ngudi than chung hudng nhiing niém vui binh di mdi ngay. Pung dé nhitng tham
lam, san han, ganh ghét, ich ky dau doc tam ta, bién chudi ngay dang 1& hanh phlc cua ta
thanh nhitng ngay dai phién ndo, chan chudng. Xin ting ban doc hai cau tho ciia ¢d hoa
thuong chua Tir Dam, Hué, On Thién Siéu, ma tdi van tdm tam niém niém mdi ngay:

Mgt chut gidn, hai chat tham, Idn dan ca doi chi ciing kho!

Tram diéu lanh, ngan diéu nhin, thong dong tdc da riza ma vui.

Néu thyc hanh duoc nhu 161 khuyén trén day thi tAm ta ludn duoc yén vui. Mot phuong
phép nita c6 thé dem dén niém vui ma ciing dé thyc hanh ma tdi méi dugc biét 13 1o khuyén
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ctiia Pai Su Mathieu vé cach tiéu tién. Nguoi doi thuong néi tién khong mua dugc hanh
phuc - di nhién c¢6 nhiéu trudng hop ngoai 18 - Pai Su thi cho rang tién c6 thé mua duoc
hanh phic néu minh khong tiéu cho minh (Money can buy happiness when you don’t spend
on yourself!) Tién caa cho di c6 thé dem hanh phuc cho ngudi ma minh ciing dugce huong
lay céi hanh phuc d6. That chi ly qua! Ai ma cha thay long hi ha khi minh c6 phuong tién
gitip d& duoc ngudi khéc. Cu tiéu tién cho ngudi, nhitng ngudi that su can gitp d&, nhitng
ngudi kém may mén, minh s& thiy minh may man hon, hanh phic hon, mét thir hanh phuc
don so nhung rét that, rat dé dat. Chic vo chong Bill Gates hanh phic mai ngay vi ho cho
ra rat nhidu. Cho vi tinh thuong dong loai, cho vi tim Iong rong réi chir khdng phai vi mudn
c6 danh. Nhung su that thi khdng cin c6 that nhiéu tién mai co dugc thir hanh phic nay.
Cé it cho it, ¢ nhiéu cho nhiéu, hanh phidc van nhu nhau mién 10ng minh chan that mudn
giup do.

N6i tém lai, hanh phlc do tam tao. Viéc minh lam dem dén hanh phdc cho minh ma khang
hai ngudi, viéc minh lam dem dén hanh phic cho nguoi ma khong hai minh déu dang duoc
ca ngoi. Co dip gitip nguoi qua con hoan nan thi ban than ciing thdy mimg vui. Giup ngudi
nhung dirng cho doi ngudi nhé on minh vi 16 ho khdng nhé on thi minh lai phién nao! Tién
bac ¢6 thé truc tiép mua duoc tha vui (pleasure/happiness) cho minh, tién bac cé thé truc
tiép mua duoc hanh phuc cho ngudi khéc va gian tiép dem lai hanh phdc cho minh nira cho
nén c6 duoc nhiéu tién 1a mot phudc bau 16n. Nhung nhidu khi chi can mot nu cudi, mot
loi n6i diu dang, mot anh mét quan tam ciing du lam cho ngudi khéc hanh phiic, dau can
tién bac. Ma nhitng thr ay thi ai cling c6, va ¢ thé cho di mdi ngay. Va nhu thé, mdi mot
ngay mai cd thé 1a mot ngay hanh phdc. Cé nhiéu tién hay khdng cé nhiéu tién khong phai
1a diéu kién can va du dé dem lai hanh phiic cho minh va cho nguoi.

Nguyén Ngoc Hoang Thi Quynh Hoa

Hoang Thi Quynh Hoa

Sinh va 16n Ién tai Hué

Pai Hoc Su Pham Anh Vin, Saigon, 1961

Cao hoc Anh Van Hoa Ky, 1965

Cuu GS Truong Gia Long, Saigon

Da xuit ban:

-L& Trac Che Ngang — Chuyén Tinh Cua Co Toi (2013)
-Chudi Ngay Hanh Phic (2020)

-buc Phat — Bac G R6i To Long Tuyét Voi (2024)
-Gi6 Mua La Bénh Cua Troi (2025)

Dich & xuét ban:

-Téai Sinh ¢ Phuong Tay (Reborn in the West, 2010)
-Biét Nghiép — Cong Nghiép (Mission to Millboro, 2011)

28 1975 Magazine



THE LYC CUA XA HOI DAN Sy

TS.LS. Luu Nguyén Dat

Chung ta sé h'iéu rd thé lyc ciia Xa hi Dan Suf1] sau khi xac dinh xong hinh thic to
chire, vi tri doi chiéu va vai tro thue thi Dan Chi cua X8 Hoi Dan Su [XHDS] trong
khong gian va thoi gian hién dai.

Hinh Thitec Té Chike

XHDS I tong hop cac chii thé phap nhan[2]nham dap tng, twong tro va bao trong quyén
loi, muc tiéu va pham gia tap thé cua cdng dan, cua dan ching trong nude va trong cong
dong thé gidi, theo dinh huéng nhan ban ty quyét, tu duy.

Muén hiru hi¢u, XHDS can tuw nguyén doan ngii hoa thanh “Té chirc XHDS”, duéi
hinh thie t6 chirc bat vu lgi,[3] ddc 14p, hodc t6 chire phi chinh phi,[4] dé hoat dong
trong céc linh vuc xa hoi, kinh té, tir thién, gido duc, ton gido, nghe nghiép, diéu nghién,
van hoc, nghé thuat, cac phong trao dan van bao trong nhan quyeén v.v.

Khi tw nguyén thanh 1ap ding theo khuon khé “tap thé mé rong”, cin c vao thii tuc
phép dinh lién hé, t6 chire XHDS ¢6 dip c¢ong khai, minh bach ho& muc tiéu va sit mang
theo dudi, v6i két qua dong gop thé luc va anh hudng nghia vu cong dan trong linh vuc
sinh hoat cong dong.

Sinh hoat hgp phap cia t6 chire XHDS ciing cho phep lugng gia chinh thé hién hitu 12
dan chu coi m¢ [a] néu ton trong hoat dong chinh théng ciia XHDS; [b] con khéng sé phai
coi la chuy@n ché, phan dan cha, khi cim doan, kim kep, kiém soat cac t6 chirc tap thé nay.

1975 Magazine 29


http://www.vietthuc.org/wp-admin/post-new.php#_edn2
http://www.vietthuc.org/wp-admin/post-new.php#_edn3
http://www.vietthuc.org/wp-admin/post-new.php#_edn4

XHDS phii dwge minh thi ton trgng nhu mot nhu cau chinh dang cta dan, do dan, vi
dan. Moi hinh thire to chirc XHDS khéc déu cé tinh céch tra hinh, luon leo, vira phan dong
nguoc chiéu, vira vO hiéu, phi pham nhan luc, tai luc.

Néu thiéu minh bach, thiéu sinh luc t chirc, thiéu s¢ truong va muc tiéu dung din, moi
sinh hoat tam bo, gia tao, nhat | loai dan dung co s& man tra theo nhu cau phiét “Xa Hoi
Chu nghia”, s& tirc khic phan nghich, phan tac dung, khong thuc sy gilp duoc bét ct ai [a]
ngudi chu trrong ma thuat, [b] gidi “thira hudng” banh vé trén thién duong luong gat, [C]
1an phe dau niu dang, tai, quan phiét.

XHDS, von thudc vé vin hod mé rong cia tip thé dai ching tw duy, tw khéi, tw trong,
chi ich loi néu quy tu chung quanh doi sdng chan thyc ciia cong dan va con ngudi lam
chuin. XHDS vé mit cin ban phép dinh hay theo tiéu chuan cong ly phai 1a mot t chirc
thién nguyén, nhan ban, dao duc, khong tu loi.

Vi Tri Déi Chiéu
Vay XHDS nam trong khu vuc dan sy, 1ay “su viéc” cia “cong dan” lam cin ban do

luong. Khu vuc sinh hoat cia XHDS [a] khac v6i khu vuc ca nhan, gia dinh, [b] khac véi
khu vuc tu loi Kinh té thi truong, va [c] cling khac vai khu vuc chinh quyén.

[A] Khu vue XHDS khéc véi khu vue ca nhan, gia dinh, nhom déang
O dia vi ca nhan, gia dinh, bé nhém, ngudi dan hanh dong

= Vi quyén loi, myc tiéu riéng ré va chi gay dung duoc nhitng anh huang c6 loi ich han
hep cho ca nhan, gia dinh, bé nhdm nhu sang tao mot tac pham; sinh hoat theo noi quy
dang;

» nhung chua hoat dong theo tiéu chuan “tap thé mé rong” cua XHDS doc lap, véi st
mang cia mot hoi nghién ctu van hoc, khoa hoc; mot higp hoi tir thién; mot to
chirc bao vé nhan quyén.

Nhung néu nhirng ca nhan, tap thé gia dinh lai ding ra hd hao, dé xudng cac chuong trinh
tir thién bao tro mot muc tiéu, mot sir mang bac &i, phung su xa hoi, nghé nghiép, van hoa,
gido duc mo rong, 6 ich lgi chung, khdng han hep, khong truc 1¢1, thi ca nhan do, gia dinh
d6 o du tu cach sinh hoat trong pham Vi ctia khu vuc XHDS, mién:

= gitr thé phan dinh minh bach, khdng map ma 1an 16n vé s6 sach, ngan quy, quyén loi
gitra hai khu vuc riéng tu [c& nhén, gia dinh, bé nhdm] va hiép hoi;

= khong biét dai, khong ky thi. Do la ly do tai sao cac nhan vat [co liém si] phai tu
chéi mot chirc vy quan trong trong té chire XHDS, hay bat ctr mdt chirc vy cong quyén
nao khac, dé tranh truong hop map mo, tranh chap quyén loi [conflict of interests] cd
thé xay ra.

Nguoc lai, v6i tu cach dai nhiém co s& XHDS, cac quan tri vién, thanh vién va nguoi hd
trg hiép hoi s& dugc bu dép, va néu can, duge mién trach, mién hay giam thué, cin cir vao
murc do tham gia, dong gop, va tu cach cdng minh, khong lam quyén, lam dung cua ho.
Ké tir nhitng nam 1990, vé6i sy hinh thanh cua cac Phong Trao Tan Xa Hoi [New Social
Movements] tai thé gidi tu do, sinh hoat XHDS da dot phat manh dé tré thanh khéi thé luc
thir ba [third sector][5] thuc thi chién lugc xay dung trat tu toan cau, trong mot khdng gian
nhan ban khong ranh gidi,
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= thi sinh hoat cia XHDS di chuyén huéng &p dung nhitng chuong trinh thién
nguyén thuan xa hdi,
= trong khi nhu cau tranh dau chinh tricon lai duoc ty tap thanh X& Héi Chinh
Tri [Political Society] cua cac hoi doan tranh dau vé y thire hé, chdng déi cac tai wong
cai tri chuyén ché, cac bao hanh cong luc, cong quyén.
Riéng tai cac qudc gia ma muc do tu do cong dan con qué thip, véi co ciu cdng quyén
chuyén ché con 14n &t qua manh, nhu tai Viét Nam ngay nay, thikhia canh chinh tri kh6
c6 thé tach ra khéi muc tiéu sinh hoat ciia c4c to chire XHDS: vira gilp d& xay dung x&
hoi thiéu thén vé mat vat chat, kinh té, gido duc, vira bénh vic xa hoi 1am nan, bi nguoc
dai tinh than, mat ty do, méat pham gi4 con nguoi, bi trudt quyén cong dan, mat quyén s

htru.
[B] Khu vue XHDS khéac véi khu vue vu tr lgi Kinh té thi truong.[6]

Trong khi cac doanh nhan, cac phap nhan xi nghiép, céng ty thuong mai déu sinh hoat
mong lay 161 [tu loi] vi dau tu Von liéng, may moc [co s tu ban],[7] sang kién, thi cac hiép
hoi tir thién, nghiép doan, cac t6 chirc khuyén hoc, bao ton van hod, bao vé tu do nhan
quyén Vv.v. lai 12 nhitng phép nhan thién nguyén, bat vu loi, sinh hoat véi muc dich cung
cap ich lgi chung cho dai chling qua nhitng don vi nhan lgi ich theo nhu cau hon 1a theo
kha néng.
Do do, trong 1anh vuec XHDS, cin ban trao doi khdng tly thudc vao yéu td cung cau trén
thi truong ma can cu:
= hoic vao tinh trang khan truong va nd luc cttu do nan nhan, ké that thé;
= hoic vao ly tuang bao vé tu do, pham gia con nguoi;
= hoic vao gi4 tri cua tu tedng sang tao, nhan ban can bao vé, chu toan, khai trién.
Von liéng ciia XHDS la “vén xa hdi” [Social Capital], vén nhan ban, véi sy dong gop
lién tuc, trudong ky vé mat nhan luc va kién thie ciia ngudi dan. Trong vi tri cia XHDS,
céng dan
«  vira la “ddi tac” tro luc dau tu sang kién va tam thc,
» vira la cu canh tap thé huong thu phic loi, an sinh, quyén loi va pham gia cua
moi ¢ng dan, ciia con nguoi n6i chung trong cong ddng toan cau.
Sinh hoat bat vy loi ciing can phuong tién cu thé, tién bac, co so sinh hoat. Nhung chi khac
la nhing ha tang co s¢ tai lyc va diéu hanh d¢6 khong lam lgi cho thanh vién cac té chire
hiép hdi, ma phai duoc phan minh, dé riéng thanh cac chuong muc phuc vu ¢ong ich, theo
tiéu chuan cua ndi quy [By-laws] va dinh nghia cin ban caa XHDS:
= gay quy ctu tro chang han, thi phai tim cach thu xép trao gui tién, tang pham téi tay
nan nhan, téi thanh phan can ctu do, tro giup;
= cha khong vi loi ich riéng tu, hay biét dai be nhém;
= ciing khong thé a tong, d& dai voi ké pham phép, véi chinh quyén dia phuong bat
chinh, dé gay ra tinh trang that thoat, 1am thiét hai cho nan nhan, cho dan ching thuc
su ¢6 nhu cau.
Vay sinh hoat bat vu loi ctia mét hiép hoi can:
= phan tach tién tai thu nhap, can c6 ngan khoan rd rét, riéng biét; c6 s6 sach ching
minh ké toan kha quan;
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= dé khong “nhap nhang” tré thanh caa cai riéng tw cia cac thanh vién, quan tri
vién.

Ngoai ra, ngudn tai luc do cac chuong trinh gay quy va dong gop cua gidi hao tm van la
yéu t6 hd trg quan trong cho céc sinh hoat thudc pham vi XHDS. C6 ngan quy méi c6 dich
vu cong dong, méi €6 cac du an bao vé nhan pham, nhan quyén trong moi sinh hoat xa
hoi, nghé nghiép; gidp dd tir thién; cai tién mai sinh; bao vé moi truong. CO tai chinh méi
c6 du an nghién ctru y té cong cong, méi thue hién duoc nhitng chuong trinh sang tao vin
nghé, phat huy giao duc v.v.

Nhung can n}}ét, moi tl‘lﬁ tuc tai chinh, thu va chi phé!i duogc thuc hién theo ding thu tuc,
dang tiéu chuan cong bang, minh bach, khéng lam quyén tu lgi, khdng a tong tham nhiing.
Nhu da néi trude day, nhimg Xi nghiép, co so kinh doanh néu dung ra hd hao, dé xudng
cac chuong trinh tir thién phung sy xa hoi, hay thi hanh trdch nhiém dao duc xi
nghiép[8], thi cac co s¢ kinh doanh lién h¢ co du tw cach sinh hoat theo tiéu chuan XHDS,
mién Cac chuong trinh “dac nhiém” nay:

= gir thé phan dinh minh bach, khdng map mo 1an 19n vé s6 sach, ngan quy, quyen loi

gitra hai khu vuc kinh doanh tu lgi va hiép hoi bat vu loi;
= khong biét dai, khong ky thi.

[C] Khu vee XHDS khac véi khu vwe cdng quyén [chinh quyén, chinh pha, nha
nwoc],[9] vi nhu tai Hoa Ky, XHDS xa@y dung cdn ban dan quyeén trén nam tru luc:

tu do tu tuwong, ton giao;

tu do ngén luan, chinh kién;

tu do bao chi, théng tin;

tu do hoi hop, t6 chirc doan ngii tap thé;
tu do phé phan céng quyén.

ok wnE

That vay, can cit vao Tu chinh Thir Nhat [10] ciia Hién Phap Hoa Ky,[11] nha Lap Phap
khong dugc biét dai mét ton gido, 1an cam doan tu do tin ngudng lién hé; khdng duoc can
tré quyén tu do ngdn lun, tw do bao chi; quyen hoi hop 6n hoa va thinh cau chinh quyén
stra sai.[12] RO rét, XHDS gitr thé dung hién dinh ctia “khéi luc thir ba” trong viéc xay
dung & bao tri nén tang dan chu tai Hoa Ky.

Viéc dang ky mot to chirc bat vu loi, v6i tu cach phép nhan doc 1ap, rat thong thuong trén
thé gioi tu do. Luat 18 Hoa Ky tai cac Tiéu Bang lién hé t6i tru s¢ khai béo cua t6 chirc
déu 4n dinh mot sb quy tic t6 chirc dudi hinh thic ké khai 1ap hoi [articles of
incorporation], ghi rd hoi danh, muc dich, tru so, ngudi ding khai, thanh phan sang 1ap
vién hay hoi dong quan tri. Sau khi c6 gidy chimg nhan lap hoi, viéc du tién can thi hanh
la xin s6 khai béo cua Hoi voi Co Quan Thué Vu IRS [EIN: Emplower Identification
Number] ¢é mé chuwong muc riéng cho Hoi, va sau vai nam sinh hoat, xin mién-giam Thué
Lién Bang dudi quan hé phap ly 501(C)(3) va ké tiép, danh cho cac hiép hoi, to chirc bat
vu loi ¢6 muc tiéu tdn gido, giao duc, tir thién v.v.

C0 1€ sau myc tiéu “ton gido”, muyc tiéu “tir thién” dugc hudng tng nhiéu nhét trén moi dja
ban, quoc ndi & quoc ngoai, trong thé gioi tu do. Hoa Ky doi hoi c&c hiép hai, ké ca cac
hiép quy tu [private foundation], nhu Rockefeller Foundation va Bill & Melinda Gates
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Foundation, khi str dung danh nghia “tir thién” phai c6 sir mang dich thue phuc vu “cong
ich chung” [public interests],[13] nghia la phai cung cép ich lgi cho tap thé mé rong, cho
dan chang trong nudce va trén toan cau, chir khdng danh cho tu nhan, gia dinh, bé nhém.
Riéng Anh Qudc, cén ctr vao Dao Luét Tir Thién 2006,[14] 4n dinh quy ché/muyc tiéu t
thién mot cach rat bao quat, gom co:

1. d& phong va giai trir nghéo kho
phét huy gido duc
phat huy ton giao
phat huy y té cong cong & giai phap ctu sbng ngudi
phat huy cong déng cong dan
phét huy nghé thuat, van ho4, truyén thong, khoa hoc
phat huy thé thao khdng chuyén nghiép
phéat huy nhan quyén, ton gido qua duong 16i hoa giai ching toc, binh quyén va da
dang hoa
9. caitién & bao vé moi truong
10. cru do nan nhan ¢ nhu cau cap clu vi tudi tho au, bénh tat, tan phé, nghéo ting,

that the vé cac mat xa hoi khéc.

11. phét huy bao vé suc vat v.v.

N R WDN

CAN GHI RO:

Tét ca C4c to chire bat vu loi va hiép quy tu trén déu c6 tinh cach XHDS: ctia dan, do dan,
phuc vu dan. Céc thanh vién, tir sang lap vién, hoi vién, ban quan tri déu 1a dan trim phan
tram. Ho 1ap hoi vi nghia cir, vi trach nhiém cong dan, vi quyén loi tap thé, vi pham gia
con ngudi, trong nude va toan cau.

Cac hiép hoi nay séng nho nhitng dong gop thién nguyén; gay quy; ting dit c& nhan, hoi
doan, phap nhan kinh doanh, cong ty thuong mai ¢6 chuong muc tir thién. Ho dong gop
t61 dau s& duoc giam thué trong xtng toi d6. Do 1a cach thirc truc tlep hay gian tiép tham
dur vao sinh hoat hiép hoi va tir thién quang dai. Chung ta di thay nha hao tdm ty pha
Warren Buffett da trao tang 31 ty My Kim cho Quy Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation dé
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cung lam viéc nghia. DU c6 nhan tién dong gop trén, cac hiép hoi van todn quyén hanh
dong theo dudng 16i cua hoi, can ctr vao muc dich va st mang dam nhan. Ho khong hé bi
bét ctr thé Iyc ndo kim kep, ngoai viéc phai thi hanh st mang tir thién theo dang tiéu chuan
hiép hoi, mot cach cbng minh, hop 1€, hop luén ly can ban.

Ché do cong san, ké ca cai goi la “nudc Cong hoa xa hoi chu nghia Viét Nam”
[NCHXHCNVN], da nhap nhang bay dit mot so to chirc tap doan, ciing dang cao danh
nghia dan chu tra hinh, véi khau hiéu “sao chép 1au” — nén rat nhiéu ha ti, sai quay, kiéu
“néi-nhu-vem” hay “noéi-nhu-vet”, thanh vé nghia:cia dan, do dan, vi dan [sic]. Do la
hién tugng quai di cua cac “tap doan dan su” [sic] lay tén 1a “Mit Tran T6 Qudc Viét Nam”
[MTTQVN] tur cap thanh pho tinh, t6i cAp huyén, va cac “Cau Lac Bo” du thir [lién minh,
lien két voi MTTQVN], déu duoc thanh 1ap boi dang vién cong san hodc chuin-dang vién-
khan-quang-do.

Tat ca cac to chuc ndy chi phuc vu cho mjt thiéu s() théng tri udc luong gan 3,1 tridu
dang vién, chiém 3,73% dan sb ca nudc. [E] Trén gidy trang muc den, ho da xac nhan cac
t6 chirc nay chi la loai tra hinh “dén su”, ma dang 1€ phai tring tron goi la td chirc “dang
su”, thuc té “ctia dang ta, do dang ta, Vi dang ta”. Cai hién tuong nay rat d& hiéu, khi ho
ghi nhén r rang qua Diéu 4 cua Hién phap Viét Nam (1992, stra doi):

“Dang Cong san Viet Nam, doi tién phong ciia giai cdp cong nhan Viét Nam, dai biéu trung
thanh quyén loi ciia giai cdp cong nhan, nhan dan lao dong va cua ca dan tgc, theo chu
nghia M&c — Lénin va tur tuong Hé Chi Minh, 12 liec lwong 18nh dao Nha niede va xa héi.”

Do 1 ly do tai sao ¢ nha bién khao theo “xi hoi chu nghia” lai nhan dinh rang:

“XHDS ¢ VN co ban khong mang tinh d6i khang trong nd va véi nha nude. Tinh dong
thudn va doan két xa hoi cua XHDS kh& cao, nhung cac t6 chirc hoat dong con phén tan,
tinh phap ly chua du va can thiét”.[16]

Vay, céi sic thai “...khong mang tinh ddi khang trong né va véi nha nudc. ..dong thuan
va doan két...” ctia C4c to chirc ndy 12 do thé ket “chi ddu dn nay” hodc “chi ddu danh nay”,
theo chiéu doc cia “Pang ta”, tir dinh cao rdt xudng, chi la hinh thie Xa Hoi Dan Su
gia.[17]

Do d6, ching toi dé nghi v&i quy bién khao gia ké tir nay nén gat bo thuét ngr Xa Hoi Déan
Su [XHDS] dbi véi cac “hoi ma” nay tai Viét Nam, ma nén dat cac to chirc d6 vao thuc
trang ctia NG, ma chdng tdi man phép tao mot thuat ngr mai 1a “Xa Hyi Pang Su” [XHDS],
dich ra tiéng Anh-My la “Nomenklatura Society”,[18] cho thudn Iy, thufn canh, vira
“logic”[sic]/thudn ly, vira hop thoi trang, hop dang, hop cén, vi XHBS d6, tir may chuc
nam nay chi la loai X4 Hoi diéu ¢om, nhem nhudc, dan da 16t xac thanh Xa Hoi Mafia do
an chia, an du hang ho, dit dai, vang bac, rac rudi. Khong dang vién nao dam ché. Nhat
chil[sic]

Vai Tro Thwe Thi Dan Chi

Trén thyc té, cac nha cam quyén cong san rat e ngai sy hinh thanh thuc su, ding nghia cua
XHDS, vi coi “khoi thé luc thir ba” — ddc 1ap, tu chu, tu quyét — nay deé gay trd ngai cho
chinh sach céng quyén mét chiu, ddc doan, toan tri cta ho.
Ngay hém nay, nhiing ai c6 luong tri va luong tdm déu cong nhan rang XHDS, v6i “Vén
Xa Hoi” [Social Capital] va dac tinh van hoa tan xa hoi, da
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= mot mat tao dung sicc manh lién déi phét huy va bao trong nén dan cha chan chinh,
= mat khéc tiép tuc tim phuong thirc giam thiéu xung dot, va cham, mau thuan, dbi
khéng trong xa hoi.

Cai vu diém cua XHDS la tinh cach ning dong cua céac t6 chire dan su tu nguyén trong
viée

= anh huong, dinh huéng chinh sach d6i noi va déi ngoai;

= thay déi, phat huy doi sbng kinh té, xa hoi, van hoé gi4o duc;

= tang cuong maic do an ninh trong nudc va ngoai nudce.
Hoa Ky da chimg minh sy lién hé két sinh mat thiét giita nang do6 da nguyén va da dang
cua XHDS véi su bdo trong va phat huy cua nén dan chi hiru hidu. D6 1 sy ndy mam dan
chu tir ha tang co s [XH DS, tur y dan, sang kién, yéu sach, doi hoi, khuyén cao] Ién t6i
thugng tang co s¢ cua h¢ thong chinh quyén [Nha 1ap phap, hanh phap, tw phap] cd trach
nhiém doi v4i dan, doi voi dat nude.
Vai tro ciia XHDS nhan manh vao viéc phét huy va bao trong dan chii bang cach:

[a] thuc thi gia tri ctua dan chu da nguyén, da dang;

[b] hoi nhap bang hoa gii gitta nhiéu khia canh ctia mot van dé, vi ¢éng ich va quyén loi
chung;

[c] béc cau gitra nhiéu khéi, nhém, quyén loi riéng r&, bang cach ndi rong c4c vi thé tranh
chap, dé cling xay dung mot giai phap dn hoa kha chap, kha thi chung;[19]

[d] giam b6t mure d6 qua khich cta hanh dong va dung luong tri dé chuan dinh theo nhu
cau, quyén loi va vi thé cua dan;

[e] str dung tbi da cAc phuong thirc va kinh nghiém san ¢ trong nudc va trén toan cau vé
duong 101 va k¥ thuat tranh dau xay dung dan chu, kién tao hoa binh;

[f] lién két vai nhitng thé lyc song hanh, cling st mang, clng muc tiéu, ma ciru canh 1a
dan, la nhan loai;

[9] g4y vén x& hoi bang giai phap hai hoa, cdng minh, cong bang;
[h] gy von diéu hanh va tao niém tin vé& mit k¥ thuat cua timg dy 4n xay dung dan chu.

Nhitng thap nguyén gan day, theo guong thé gidi tu do, mot s quéc gia da vuon Ién tir
truyén thong chuyén ché. Nam 1998, Indonesia da thoat khoi tai ach ddc tai ciia Suharto,
sau khi 6ng ta bj don vao thé phai tir chtrc va bi truy t6 vé t6i tham nhiing, véi s6 tai san
phi phap udc lwong trén dudi 30 ty My Kim. Ngay hom nay, Indonesia huéong mot ché do
c6i m& hon, nho ¢6 tac dong cua cac co s XHDS, mbi lic mdi phat khoi va lién két chat
ché.

Nho ¢6 sy phat dong ciia nhidu co s XHDS tai Ethiopa, Qudc Hoi tro thanh da nguyén,
nén da chuyén huéng, doi hoi chinh phit Mat Tran Cach Manh Ethopia [Ethopian People’s
Revolutionary Front] phai chdm diit kiém duyét bao chi va bat bd nha béo ung ho sinh hoat
cua XHDS trong nudc. D6 ciling la thanh qua cua hanh dong dan chu hod, qua hién tuong
don déc thay doi tir dudi 18n,[20] tir I0ng dan khai nghia.

Trong cng giai doan tir 1998 t&i 2004, ching ta ciing da chig kién vai trd nang dong cua
XHDS tai Georgia, Ukraine, Slovakia, Croatia, Serbia trong viéc thuc hién nhirng cudc bau
ctr tu do dua tdi hién twong dan chit moi IUc moi sdng to tai nhirng x s nay.
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Va sau nhitng cudc bau ctr trén, XHDS van phai tiép tay voéi chinh quyén dé da trang hoa
su tham du cua cong dan cé Sang kién xay dung vao guong may quan tri dit nudc
Chung Van dong thuong Xuyén ¢ ‘gilta nhiing cudc bau cir” méi thue sy do luong ning luc
tat yéu ctia XHDS tai bét ctr chinh thé ndo mudn tham du cudc hanh trinh dua t6i t do dan
chu, thinh vuong, an sinh,

Ngay tai c4c qudc gia ma ché do chuyén ché con ton tai dudi hinh thirc “dan-chu-tiéu-
cuc/vo-hi¢u”,21] “dan chu kim kep”,[22] hay “dén-chu-khong-tu do”[23] nhu tai Viét
Nam, XHDS chan chinh van la giai phap can thiét dua téi cong thirc dan chii hoa, dem lai
thinh vurong va an ninh cho xt s, cho toan viing 1an can. Vi dan cha chi c6 thé thuc hién
toan ven khi moc mam tir tw do, tir sang kién va nghi luc toan dan 1am nén tang, vén liéng.

Nhung muon vén [xa hoi] thi phai tra lai cho song phang, cho can ddi, ca vén 1an 10i.

Néu ngoan cb doi tat ca “ctia” dan ma khong hanh dong cho dan, vi dan... I thir chinh
sach an quyt, an khong, at khéng lau bén, cting c6 IUc mat ca von [an cudp] lan liéng [an
cd], “mat ca chi lan chai”, dé cung xup do theo da phé san tap the, tir dang téi can.

Hay sém canh tinh tra lai chinh nghia dan chu trong khéng gian xa hoi dan su trén manh
dat Viét Nam. Xin ding dé qua muon. Vi khi t6i duong clng, bat kham, toan dan nhu
dong nude i s& pha dé, xo dap, thi khong biét gisi 1anh tu bao quyén CSVN c6 kip thoi bo
thé, bo cua chay thoat than?

Luu Nguyén Dat, PhD.LLB/JD, LLM

Michigan State University, Howard Law School

GHI CHU

[1] Civil Society

[2] Entity [entities]: (1) being or existence, esp. when considered as distinct, independent,
or self-contained: He conceived of society as composed of particular entities requiring
special treatment. (2) Something that exists as a particular and discrete unit: Persons and
corporations are equivalent entities under the law

[3] NPO [Non-Profit-Organizations]/NFPO [4] NGO [Non-governmental organizations]
[5] Voluntary or non-profit sector of an economy; EX.: intermediary space between
business and government where private energy can be deployed for public good.” Also
called tertiary sector

[6] Economical Market

[7] Investment capital

[8] Corporate social responsibility (CSR, also called corporate conscience, corporate
citizenship, social performance, or sustainable responsible business/ Responsible
Business)

[9] State

[10] Amendment I, (1791)

[11] Hién Phéap Hoa Ky [1787]

[12] «Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.” [Amendment I, (1791)].
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[13] Public interests. “IRS document P557". http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf.
Retrieved 2008-08-27.
[14] The Charities Act 2006 provides the following list of charitable purposes:
1.the prevention or relief of poverty
2.the advancement of education
3.the advancement of religion
4.the advancement of health or the saving of lives
5.the advancement of citizenship or community development
6.the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science
7.the advancement of amateur sport
8.the advancement of human rights, conflict resolution or reconciliation or the
promotion of religious or racial harmony or equality and diversity
9.the advancement of environmental protection or improvement
10.the relief of those in need, by reason of youth, age, ill-health, disability, financial
hardship or other disadvantage
11.the advancement of animal welfare
12.the promotion of the efficiency of the armed forces of the Crown or of the police,
fire and rescue services or ambulance services
13.other purposes currently recognised as charitable and any new charitable purposes
which are similar to another charitable purpose.

[15] Bang Cong san Viét Nam, Wikipedia

[16] Ts. H5 Ba Tham — Vién Nghién Ctru Phét Trién Tp. Hem, X8 Hoi Dan Si, Tinh
DécThi Va Vin Dé ¢ Viét Nam

[17] Hinh thitc X4 Hoi Dan Sy gia tao 4y chinh 1a Mit tran T6 qudc Viét Nam, céi 6-du
ban-chinh-quyén, bao gom trén 30 to chirc

[18] The nomenklatura (Russian: Homenknarypa, Russian pronunciation:

[namimkle tura], Latin: nomenclatura) were a category of people within the Soviet Union
and other Eastern Bloc countries who held various key administrative positions in all
spheres of those countries’ activity: government, industry, agriculture, education, etc.,
whose positions were granted only with approval by the communist party of each country
or region. Virtually all were members of the Communist Party.

[19] build consensus and strengthen the moderate middle ground

[20] “making change from the bottom up”

[21] “feckless democracy”

[22] “control democracy”

[23] “illiberal democracy”

Luu Nguyén Pat, MA, PhD, LLB/JD, LLM

- Cao Hoc Gi&o Khoa, Tién ST Van Chuong, French Language & Literature [MA & PhD,
Michigan State University, MI, USA]; Cao Hoc, Hau Tién si Luat [LLM, MCL, Howard
Law school]

- Chu nhiém sang lap/Chu bt céac tap san C6 Thom (1996-2003), Tu Tuong Viét (2003);
Dién Pan Viét Thuc (2010 téi nay).
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VIEC TINH GIAN CHiNH PHU -

CAI TO HANH CHINH G VIET NAM
TS Mai Thanh Truyét

Viét Nam dang budc vao mot giai doan “chuyén minh” do chinh sach “lai d6i méi”
cia TBT CS T6 Lam dung trudc nhitng yéu cau va thach thirc d6i mai vé thé ché,
vé hiéu qua quan tri, va vé 10ng tin x4 hoi dang ngay cang trd nén cap béach. Trong
bdi canh dé, cau chuyén tinh gian chinh phu, hay n6i cu thé hon, 1a cai t6 bo may
nha nudc theo hudng tinh gon, hiéu lyc, hiéu qua, khdng chi 1a mot yéu cau ky
thuat hanh chinh, ma con 1a mot chon lya mang tinh sinh tir quyén lyc ca nhéan trong
chién Iuoc phét trién qudc gia.

Ciing can nén nhé rang, trude Kia, sau khi thdng nhat dt nude nam 1975, Viét Nam
tir 72 (mién Nam 44 tinh, Bic 28 tinh) tinh thanh dugc giam con 38 do viéc sap
nhap vao nim 1976, sau do ting 1én 63 don vi hanh chinh cip tinh nam 2008 va
duy tri dén nay.

O mién Bic, tinh Cao Bang sap nhap véi Lang Son thanh Cao Lang. Tuyén Quang
sap nhap vai Ha Giang thanh Ha Tuyén. Hoa Binh sap nhap vaéi Ha Tay thanh Ha
Son Binh. Nam Ha sap nhap va&i Ninh Binh thanh Ha Nam Ninh. Ba tinh Yén Bai,
Lao Cai, Nghia Lo sap nhap thanh Hoang Lién Son. Ngoai ra, mién Bac con c6 tinh
Béc Théi, Ha Bac, Hai Hung, Lai Chau, Quang Ninh, Son La, Thai Binh, Vinh Phu
va hai thanh phé truc thude Trung wong Ha Noi, Hai Phong.

O mién Trung, tinh Nghé An va Ha Tinh sap nhap thanh Nghé Tinh. Quang Binh,
Quang Tri, Thira Thién Hué va khu vyc Vinh Linh sap nhap thanh tinh Binh Trj
Thién. Hai tinh Quang Nam, Quang Tin va TP Pa Nang sap nhap thanh Quang
Nam - Pa Nang. Quang Ngéi sap nhap véi Binh Dinh thanh Nghia Binh. Phii Yén
va Khanh Hoa sap nhap thanh Pha Khanh. Ba tinh Ninh Thuéan, Binh Thuan va
Binh Tuy sap nhap thanh Thuan Hai.

Theo TBT CS T6 Lam, du kién to chic lai bo may to chac hanh chinh 3 cap gom:
cap trung wong, cap tinh, thanh phd va cap xa, phuong. Theo du kién, tinh toan ban
dau s& c6 khoang 34 tinh, thanh phé trén co so sap xép lai 63 tinh, thanh phé hién
nay; khong t6 chirc hoat dong hanh chinh cap huyén; va té chiic khoang 5.000 don
vi hanh chinh cip xa, phuong. Co ciu td chirc nay hudng dén muc tiéu chinh quyén,
can bo gan dan hon, sat dan hon, phuc vu nhén dan t6t hon.
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Va theo Nghi quyét 60-NQ/TW nim 2025, toan ¢di VN bét dau tir 1/7/2025, 63
tinh s& chi con 34 tinh thanh ma thdi va mdi tinh can hoi da 3 chi tiéu: ba tiéu chi
dién tich, dan s, sé don vi hanh chinh cp huyén.

1- B¢ may hanh chinh phinh to — Hé qua ciza mo6 hinh qudn tri ci

Sau ntra thé ky théng nhat dat nuéce, bo méay hanh chinh Viét Nam da phat trién
theo chiéu rong nhiéu hon chiéu sau. Céc co quan tir Trung uwong dén dia phuong
déu tang trudng vé quy mé, vé sé luong can bo ¢éng chire, nhung lai thiéu co ché
giam sat, phan quyén va nhiém vu khong rd rang. Két qua la:

Su chong chéo va tring lap bon phan va trach nhiém giita cac bd, nganh, dia
phuong.

Co ché “xin - cho” tir cAp thdn x4, quan huyén, tinh thanh, va trung wong dan téi
tinh trang tri tré, quan liéu, va tham nhiing moc ngoac.

Tu d6, ganh nang ngan sach nha nudc ngay cang lon, trong khi hi¢u qua phuc vu
nhan dan con rat han ché, doi khi di ngugc lai nhu cau caa ngudi dan.

Trong khi @0, thé gidi dang tién vao ky nguyén chinh phi s6, noi ma sy linh hoat,
thoi gian tinh, hiéu qua va minh bach dugc coi la tiéu chuan cuia mét nha nudc hién
dai.

2- Tinh gidn - Khai nigm va nhu cau hién tai

Tinh gian chinh pha khéng c¢6 nghia la "giam bdt nguoi cho gon™, ma la xay dung
mot b méy hanh chanh hoat dong hitu hiéu hon véi cling hogc it hon ngudn nhan
lyc va tai luc, nham loai bo sy chong chéo va tring ldp vé quan ly. Viéc tai cau trdc
trén dé pht hop véi bdi canh méi cua quédc gia trong cudc van hanh hoa dong cling
thé gidi.

Nghi quyét 39-NQ/TW niam 2015 va Nghi quyét Trung wong 6 khoa XII 1a nhitng

budc di dau tién nham thuc hién muc tiéu nay. Tuy nhién, cac két qua con khiém
ton, va nhiéu noi thuc hién con mang tinh hinh thaec.

3- Ba diéu Kkién cét I6i dé tinh gian hanh chinh: dign tich, dan sé, sé
don vi hanh chinh cap huyén
Can cai cach thé ché song hanh can mot bo may nho gon chi thuc sy hiéu qua khi

duoc van hanh trong mot hé théng co co ché kiém soat quyén luc rd rang. Néu
khong, “it nguoi nhung quyén luc 16n” lai cang dé sinh lam quyén.

Can ung dung cong nghé va chinh phu theo k¥ thuat sé: Noi nao co dit liéu minh
bach, noi dé it can dén trung gian. Ngoai ra, chinh phu khdng chi &p dung k¥ thuat
sb hoa, ma | can phai thay d6i hoan toan cung cach phuc vu céng dan.

DI mai nhan su tirc 1a dat con nguoi ding vi tri, do do, can mot cudc cach mang
vé nhén su, khdng chi giam so6 lugng ma con can phai nang cao pham chat, trao
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quyén cho ngudi dang chd, va budc ngudi yéu kém phai roi khoi hé thong quan Iy
nhat la trong 1anh vuc chuyén mén.

4- Nhéing can ngai chinh yéu

- Lyc can tir chinh trong hé théng: Nhiéu nguoi c6 quyén lgi, quyén lrc nam trong
cac nhom loi ich khdng muébn thay doi, cung tam 1y “so mat ghé”, nén nhiéu noi
sap nhap chi mang tinh hinh thuec.

- Pham chat nhan su chua déng déu, thiéu minh bach va co ché giam sat doc lap,
khién viéc tinh gian dé bi “nguy tao”.

- Viéc tinh gian néu khong gan lién vai cai cach thé ché (nhu tam quyén phan lap,
dan chu héa) thi chi 1a v& rdng vé ran chir khong thé 1a cai to ¢ hé thdng.va khoa
hoc duoc.

- M6t bo méay nho ma van hanh hiéu qua thi van can xay dung co ché kiém soéat
quyen luc, tranh “quyén it ma tham nhiing van cao”.

- Can chd trong tinh gian theo pham chét chir khdng theo sé luong.

Chung ta tirng biét, bat cir mot cai cach nao ciing gap sac tri, tinh U Ii cua nhitng
nguoi bao thu, khéng theo kip véi trao luu mai. Pay la mét luc can rat I1én nam
trong guéng may quan ly caa CSBV hién tai. Sau 50 nam quan 1y dat nudc voi cung
cach quan liéu, bao thi, van con rat rat nhiéu can bo cong san van con mang trong
dau loi ich cuc bo bén trong bo may, tam ly "ngai va cham", "so mat ghé", thiéu
minh bach trong tuyén chon va b6 nhiém nhan sy méi, khong cé co ché phan bién
doc 1ap, khién viéc cai cach bi bo hep trong noi bo dang va chinh quyén, hoan toan
khong c6 su quan sat, gop y, hay tham du cua nguoi dan.

Vi vy, viéc tinh gian chinh phi 1a mét yéu ciu ciia ngwdi dan va su tham dw
ciia ngwdi dan nhiam déng gép y kién vao viée dé cir, giam sat 1a didu kig¢n tién
quyét trong nhirng quyét dinh vé viéc phan bd can bd. Hon ai hét, nguoi dan
la nhitng ngwoi cam nhan rd rét nhit sw i ach, phién ha, va thiéu minh bach
ciia b may hanh chinh. Cai cach khong thé 1a “chi thi tir trén xudng”.

Ma la:

- Sw gidm sat manh mé tir xa hi dan su;
- Vai tro dgc lap va phan bién cia béao chi;

- Quyén tham gia ctia ngwoi dan trong viée danh gia hiéu qua chinh quyén dia
phwong. Tinh gian chinh phi khong thé thanh cong néu thiéu tu do ngdn luan,
tw do b&o chi, va mat x& hdi co kha ning néi “khdng” véi bat cong.

Trong hién tinh noi bo quyén luc cia CSBV hién nay, qua that, “dang ta” s& rat kho

thuc hién ba diéu kién ké trén néu khong noéi 1a ... khong thé thuc hién! Vi su phan
cuc, tranh danh quyén luc caa cac nhém loi ich van con qua gay gat.

40 1975 Magazine



T6m lai, tinh gian chinh phu khong don thuan 1a chién luoc ky thuat hanh chinh.
D6 1a cudc cach mang tu duy trong quan tri qudc gia. Nguoi dan khdng can mot
nha nude 1am thay dan, ma can mot nha nuée phuc vu dan, gon nhe nhung hiéu
qua, it ngudi nhung chinh truc, c6 chuyén mén, ¢d y thic phuc vu cao va nhan thic
la cdng boc cua nguoi dan, nhirt 1a khong ai dirmg ngoai va dung trén phap luat hay
dang ngoai su giam sat cua ngudi dan.

Viét Nam chi c6 thé bwéc vao thé ky XXI véi tw thé dang hoang khi bd may
quan tri qudc gia thuc sw tré thanh mét nén hanh chinh phuc vu, chir khéng
phai la mat hé théng cai tri.

5- Danh sach 34 tinh thanh mai

Ngay 12.6, Quéc hdi chinh thuc thong qua Nghi quyét cia Quéc hoi, Nghi quyét
60-NQ/TW nim 2025 Vveé viéc sap xép don vi hanh chinh cép tinh nim 2025, theo
do, tir hém nay (12.6), ca nude c6 34 don vi hanh chinh (BVHC) cap tinh, gom 06
thanh phé truc thudc trung wong va 28 tinh. Trong d6, ¢6 23 DVHC hinh thanh méi
sau sap xép

Sau khi Nghi quyét dugc thong qua, cac dja phuong trién khai cong tac ban giao,
chuan bi cac diéu kién can thiét, bao dam dé chinh quyén dia phuong & cac DPVHC
hinh thanh sau sip xép c6 thé sém chinh thic bat dau hoat dong theo ké hoach
chung cua Trung wong (c6 thé 1a tir ngay 1.7.2025).

6- Mgt sé “khéng hop Iy” trong vin dé tinh gian

Khi Viét Nam tién hanh tinh gian va sap nhap cac tinh, giam con 34 tinh/thanh, c6
thé mang lai mot sb loi ich nhu gidam chi phi hanh chinh, ting hiéu qua quan Iy,
nhung d6ng thoi cling dit ra nhiéu bat cap va thach thic nghiém trong. Dudi day
la c4c nhom bét cap chinh:

Vé hanh chinh, quan tri: Viéc sap nhap gay ra & mot s6 tinh bi qua tai cho bo may
quan Iy cap tinh méi vi mét tinh sau séap nhap s& quan ly mét ving rong Ién hon,
dan sé déng hon, dan dén ap lyc cho 1anh dao tinh va bo méy hanh chinh. Tir d6 co
nguy co dan dén quan liéu, xa dan, nhat 12 & viing sau viing xa.

C6 thé c6 xung dot vé nhan sy va ghé quyén luc: Van dé “ai giir ghé” giira 1anh dao
cii cua cac tinh sap nhap s& d& gay ra ddu da noi bo, mat doan két. Viéc giam sb
tinh ciing dong nghia véi viéc nhiéu can bo s& mat chuc, c6 thé gay bat 6n trong hé
thdng chinh tri, néu khdng thu xép khéo léo.

Vé kinh té, dau tur, va ngdn sdch, s& c6 sy bit can ddi ngan séch gitra cac vung. Vi
khi sap nhap, mot tinh phat trién s& “ganh” thém ving cham phat trién, nghéo hon,
dan dén nguy co mat can ddi tai chinh va tao ra su tri tré chung. Tur d6, cac tinh ¢6
thé manh riéng nhu du lich, ndng nghiép, cong nghiép d& bi hoa 1an, khéng tap
trung phat trién vao diém manh cua tinh.

1975 Magazine 41


https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/Bo-may-hanh-chinh/Nghi-quyet-60-NQ-TW-2025-Hoi-nghi-lan-thu-11-Ban-chap-hanh-Trung-uong-Dang-khoa-XIII-651377.aspx?anchor=chuong_pl
https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/Bo-may-hanh-chinh/Nghi-quyet-60-NQ-TW-2025-Hoi-nghi-lan-thu-11-Ban-chap-hanh-Trung-uong-Dang-khoa-XIII-651377.aspx?anchor=chuong_pl

42

1975 Magazine



Téi ciu tric dau tu s& gap kho khin vi sy phan bd dia du, lich str, van hoa, thd
nhudng ...khong dong déu hay khac biét, tir d, cac ké hoach phét trién da duoc
xay dung trude khi sap nhap c6 thé khdng con phi hop, gay lang phi hoic dinh tré.

Vé van héa, xd héi, chic chan 1a c6 mau thuan vé ban sic vang mién. Vi mdi tinh
c6 dic diém van hoa, lich str, ban sic riéng; khi sap nhap dé gay cam giac mat mat,
bt mén, hodc phan (ng x& hoi, nhit 1a ¢ cac dia phuong c6 lich sir hinh thanh lau
doi hoidc ¢6 yéu té ngudn gbc, dan toc, hay ton gio nhay cam.

Vé quan ly gido duc, y té, an sinh, viéc té chic lai mang ludi trudng hoc, bénh vién,
trung tdm hanh chinh theo co cau cua mot tinh maéi sé gap xao tron lon. Nguoi dan
vung xa trung tdm hanh chanh tinh mai sé€ gap kho tiép can trong céc dich vu cong.

Vé phép Iy va thé ché, can phai stra d6i hang tram vin ban phéap quy, tiéu ton rat
nhiéu thoi gian dé thich wng véi diéu kién tirng tinh méi sap nhap nhur viéc thay doi
ranh gidi hanh chinh doi hoi diéu chinh nhiéu luat, nghi dinh, quy hoach lién quan
dén tén goi, dia giéi, tham quyén, hodc cac vin ban nhu gidy to tiy than, dat dai,
doanh nghiép... phai cap nhat lai, gay tén kém va phién ha. Chic chian nhan sy
hanh chéanh trong giai d8oa5n chuyén tiép s& khong dii nhan sé va da chuyén mén
dé ganh véc cac chuyén trén.

V4, ¢6 I&, quan trong hon ca 1a tm ly phan d6i va mat 1ong tin ciia ngudi dan. Néu
nha cam quyén khong tham van dan ching va trién khai minh bach, quyét dinh sap
nhap va tinh gian c6 thé bi xem 1a ap dat tir trung wong, tir B chinh tri. Diéu nay,
dé din dén tam 1y “ving bi sap nhap 1a yéu thé”, tir 6 hinh thanh tam 1y thiét thoi
gay ra bit man dia phuong va ving mién.

Thi du dién hinh:

Viéc sép nhap Ha Tay va Ha Noi nam 2008, tuy thanh cong mét phan, nhung van
dé lai hé qua 1a bo may hanh chinh cong kénh, ngudi dan ngoai thanh cam thay bi
bo roi.

Tay Nguyén hoic Mién ndi phia Bic, néu sap nhap khong khéo co thé gay mat on
dinh vi nguoi dan séng noi ddy c6 nhiéu ngudn goc khac nhau.

Tinh sap nhap Lam Ddng gém Pac Nong, Lam Pong, Binh Thuan cé cac ngudn
dia chét, dia ly, diém manh vé phat trién khac nhau, nhut 13 ngudn gdc dan toc di
biét tir d6 van minh vin héa khong thuan nhut...1am sao c6 sy hai hoa trong sinh
hoat va hanh chanh duoc?

Tp HCM gbém Tp HCM ci, Binh dwong, Ba Ria. va Viing Tau hoan toan khéng co
ranh gi6i dia du chung, cong viéc quan Iy hanh chanh s& 1am mat thoi gio cua nguoi
dan ¢6 nhu cau...

T6m lai, viéc tinh gian con 34 tinh thanh 1a mot y tuéng tao bao va co thé mang lai
hiéu qua, néu duogc nghién cuau, thu nghiém va chuan bi ky ludng. Tuy nhién, can
phai c6 16 trinh cu thé, minh bach, tham van y kién nguoi dan, giai quyét tuong tan
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van dé nhan sy va ban sic dia phuong, va can tranh dé khong tré thanh mot budc
di lam gia tang khoang cach gitra nguoi dan va nha cam quyeén.

7- Cdi té6 hanh chinh hay tdp trung quyén luc?

Trudc hét, ¢6 thé ndi, viéc tinh gian hay cai to hanh chanh 1a do chinh TBT Té Lam
dé nghi va ra chi thi cho qudc hoi chuan thuan. Vi vay,can phai phan tich dong co
chinh tri ndo trong viéc sép nhap tinh duéi thoi TBT T Lam. Trong béi canh Viét
Nam dang chay theo xu hudng tu cbng nghé hod bd may quan ly, tinh gian bién
ché, va tang hiéu quan tri, viéc T6 Lam chu truong sap nhap cac tinh da giy nhiéu
tranh cdi va phan tich. Liéu day 1a mot dong théi cai cach hanh chinh c6 thyc chat
hay 13 mot budce di méi trong chién luoc tap trung quyén luc vao trung wong?

Nhin vé quéa khu, bdi canh 1én ngdi va phuong thirc diéu hanh caa 6ng T6 Lam lén
nam quyén sau giai doan "dét 10" ciia 6ng Trong, con dudng hoan 16 ciia T6 Lam
dugc xem 1a hanh thong, c6 goc an ninh, va nhiam hudéng dén mot phong cach diéu
hanh theo huéng kiém soat va bao toan thé ché. Nhiing chu truong 16n nhu tai 1ap
Ban Co yéu, sat nhap cong an x4, va nay la sap nhap tinh, tit ca déu co dic diém
chung la tang tinh tap trung, ting kiém soét, giam phan tan quyén luc dia phuong.

Hai gia thuyét 16n vé dong co chi truong sap nhap tinh vé cai té hanh chinh thyc
chat vi nhitng yéu kém trong bo may 63 tinh do chong chéo, tring lip, kém hiéu
qua, khong ddng bo trong phat trién. Mot gia thuyét vé tap trung quyén luc, sap
nhap tinh dé x6a bo cac "ving lanh dao dia phuong" da hinh thanh qua nhiéu nhiém
ky tao ra nhiéu nhém lgi ich véi nhiéu dic quyén dic loi khac nhau tao ra mau
thuan trong noi bo dang. Thir &én, nhan su sau khi sap nhap s& do trung wong quyét
dinh, giam anh huéng cua phe phai dia phuong, tir d6, ting quyén luc cho trung
wong, giam tinh "ty tri mém" cua cac tinh gidu c6 nhur Quang Ninh, Binh Duong,
Da Ning, v.v...

Qua that con quéa sém dé co cau két luan, nhung ciing c6 thé khang quyét rang, moi
du tinh cua T6 LAm muc dich chi nhim vao cai ghé TBT tai Pai hoi Pang lan thir
XIV vao nam 2026 ma thoi.

8- Thay loi két

Cau hgi lon caia Viét Nam hién nay khong chi 1a *'nén sap nhdp bao nhiéu tinh™,
ma la viéc sap nhdp do c6 dan dén mét nha nwoc hién dai hon, mang thém nhiéu
phuc lgi cho ngwoi dan, hay chi la mgr dac khu quyen luc mai?

Ngudi Viét Nam can dugc tham gia giam sét, phé binh, va quyét dinh trong nhiing
cdng cudc nhu vay, néu khéng mudn tiép tuc trai qua nhitng chu ky troc xody cua
cac céi goi la "dai cai cadch" véi tén méi ma hudng cii, hay binh cli rugu mai.

Tom lai, viéc sap nhap tinh 12 mét trong nhiéu nhan t6 bi anh huong dén, nhung
khong du diéu kién bao dam thanh céng néu khdng cé cac cdi cdach dong bé vé thé
che, quan tri va xa hgi dan su.
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Viéc sap nhap tinh 12 mot budce di mang tinh chién luoc c6 thé gilp Viét Nam tinh
gian bo may hanh chinh, nang cao hiéu qua quan ly va gép phan tich cuc vao hoi
nhap thi trudng tu do. Tuy nhién, thanh cdng caa bude di nay phu thudc rat 1on vao
kha ning thuc thi chinh sach dong bd cac cai cach thé ché, quan tri, minh bach va
phat trién bén viing.

Chi khi cac diéu kién trén duoc bao dam, Viét Nam méi c¢d thé nang cao stc canh
tranh, thu hat dau tu ngoai quoc va tién gan hon tdi cac tiéu chuan quoc te trong
Kinh té thi truong va quan tri nha nudc.

Cudi cung, Viét Nam can phai tinh gian “bién ché” bao nhiéu can bo nham thich
rng dan sé 100 tridu véi 2 tridu cdng nhan vién, can bo hién tai. Trong luc d6, Hoa
Ky véi 330 triéu dan chi ¢d 2,8 cong nhan vién. Thé ma, TT Trump con mudn giam
xubng con 2 triéu ma thoi!

Ciing can khong loai bo gia thuyét Té Lam thuc hién tinh gian nham cai to hanh
chanh, nhung van giir s6 lwong “tinh méi” 1a 18 tinh, mac du dién tinh tong sé tinh
trén van nhé hon nhiéu dién tich ciia 16 tinh phia Nam. Di nhién cac tinh ké trén
thén thién v4i Bang ngoai...va mot khi cd bau cu, tuyén cu, mot tro choi dan chu
gia hiéu, mién Béc van chiém da sb.

Phdi chéng, dé ciing la tham ¥ ciia ké dgc tai kiéu Putin hay Tdp Cdn Binh?

Mai Thanh Truyét
Houston — Thang 6-2025
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Van Nan Quan Ly Dat Dai Tai Viét Nam
Va Hé Luy Kinh Té X3 Hoi

Nguyén Ba Loc

1. Dan nhap

Chénh sach va quan 1y dat dai cia Cong hoa Xa hoi Chir nghia Viét Nam (VN) a
mot trong nhitng van nan to 16n dua dén tham hoa nghiém trong va lau dai cho nguoi dan,
ddng thoi 12 mot tra ngai khdng nho cho su phét trién dat nudc cach can ddi, cong bang,
va bén vitng. Bat cong hon nita 12 quy ché d6 di tao co hoi va dung ting cho hai thanh
phan loi dung va lam dung dat dai dé giau 1én rat nhanh. D6 1 nhiing vién chic can bo nha
nudc va cac tu san maéi, hay tu san x& hoi chu nghia (XHCN). Hai thanh phan nay cau két
vé6i nhau chiém doat tai san quéc dan.

Trén thé gidi, c6 nhiéu cong cudc cai cach dién dia tir rat 1au, tai hau hét moi quéc
gia, nhut 13 tai cac nudc kém mé mang thoi hau thyc dan. Muc dich tong quét va gan gidng
nhau cia céng cudc cai cach dién dia tai cac nude 1a dem lai su cdng bang xa hai cho nhiéu
tang 6p dan chang, nhut 1a nhitng nguoi dan yéu thé, va nham dat duoc su phat trién kinh
té hiéu qua hon, cong bang hon. P co rat nhiéu qubc gia di dat duoc muc dich noi trén
ctia chanh séach cai cach dién dia. Ly do chanh cho thanh cong la nho ché d6 & cac nuée do
coi trong quyén tu hitu va bao vé nhan quyén. Piéu nay duoc nhimg co quan quéc té ting
xé&c nhan. Nhu nhan xét caa Vién nghién ciru CATO: “Cin ctr vao cac bang chang rd rang,
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cho ching ta thay 12 c6 su lién két manh mé gitra quyén so hitu tai san, su ty do, va sy thinh
vuong” (“Based on empirical evidence showing the strong link between property right,
freedom, and prosperity, CATO Institute, 2011). Va trong mét nghién ciru khac, Center for
International private enterprise, Jessica Heyer, (2024): “Cai cach dién dia anh huéng dén
kha ning cua mot qudc gia trong cong cudc chuyén ddi va phét trién nén dan chu ty do”
(Land reform influences a country’s ability to transition and thrive as a liberal democracy).

Nhung Viét Nam, XHCN lai khac biét. Trén gidy to va bé ngoai, VN van ndi muc
dich cua chanh sach dét dai 1a dé phat trién tot vé kinh té va xa hoi. Thuc té, 50 nim qua,
chéanh sach va quan ly dit dai c6 nhiéu sai pham, dy diy sy lam quyén cua can bo dua t6i
nhiéu tai hoa cho ngudi dan, nhiéu bat cong va té trang x& hoi, va nén kinh té khdng phat
trién cach hop ly va bén viing.

Sy kién nay xay ra la vi dat dai & VN 1a mot mon hang hoa hiém qui bi xam pham,
gianh giut, bién hoa, va dat dai vuot trén vai tro binh thuong 1a phuong tién san xuat. Dat
dai qui 12 vi nhu cau dit canh tac ting, dat dai qui 1 vi nhu cau phét trién ha ting co so va
d6 thi, dac biét qui la do cdu két qua dang giita vién chiic chanh quyén voi tu san.

Tinh trang dat dai phirc tap va hdn loan d6 dua t6i nhiéu tham hoa ma ching toi xin
trinh bay tom lugc trong bai khao luan nay. Muc dich bai viét 1a dong gbp cho su tim hiéu
thém vé mot van dé rat 16n c6 lién quan dén doi séng kinh té xa hoi ciia hau hét moi nguoi
dan, nhut 1a khéi ndng dan chiém 70% dan s6. Va, dong thoi qua van nan dat dai, co thé
hiéu biét thém vé ban chat va hé qua cua su van hanh dat nudc caa ché do XHCN o giai
doan bién thé, hay ché 6 XHCN trong thoi dai méi. Sai pham vé quan 1y dat dai 1a mot
dién hinh quan trong caa nhirng sai pham trong nhiéu lanh vuc Ién khéc cua ché do.

Tinh trang phic tap cua dat dai cia VN XHCN lan rong va sau xa, kéo dai tir 1975.
Mic du dang va nha nudc da c6 mot sé cai stra vé mat quan 1. Nhung tai hoa lién hé dat
dai van ctr gia tang, xay ra lién tuc, dac biét 1a viéc chanh quyén dan ap dan oan, va tinh
trang tham nhiing tang cao kinh khung.

Céch tong quat, cac van dé dat dai ciia VN tyeu trung lgi trong hai phan chanh yéu:
Chdnh sach dat dai va Quan 1y dat dai. Trong bai khao lugn ndy, chiing téi xin dwoc trinh
bay phan thir hai, @6 la Qudan 1y dat dai tai VN. Va gom c6 4 tiét muc: (i) khai quat vé dat
dai tai VN; (i) van nan quan Iy dat dai ciia bg mdy nha nwéc VN; (iii) tham hoa kinh té xa
héi tir quan Iy dat dai tai VN; va (iv) vai suy nghi vé hwéng cdi thién van nan ddt dai tai
VN.

2. Khai quat vé dat dai tai Viét Nam
Chanh sach dét dai tai VN 1a mot vin d& Ion, 1a mot wu tién cao cua dang Cong san
(PCS) va Nha nude Viét Nam trong subt 50 nim qua.

Hién phap va luat VN qui dinh “Dat dai thuoc quyén s& hitu toan dan, nha nudc
thdng nhit quan 1y, c6 nghia 1a khong c6 ngudi dan nao thuc su ¢d quyén sé hiru dat dai,
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va thuc té chu so hitu 1a Bang Cong san Viét Nam (PCSVN). Theo Iy thuyét cong san (CS)
nhitng phuong tién san xuat nhu dat dai, xi nghiép, déu thudc ché do cong hiru. Dat dai tro
thanh tai san cta dang hoan toan va toan dién, vi Nha nudc CS tir dang CS ma ra, dugc
dang giao ph6 nhiém vu quan ly, 1a nim hét moi quyén tir quyén sé hitu dat, quyén lam ra
chéanh séch, luat 1&, quyén thi hanh luat I&, quyén chuyén ddi, quyén kiém soat va quyén
giai quyét céc tranh chip dat dai.

Van nan vé dit dai tai VN tré nén phic tap va nghiém trong ké tir khi ché ¢6 XHCN
thuc hién sy thay doi, tir ché do XHCN thuan tdy qua ché do XHCN bién thé véi md hinh
“Kinh té thi truong dinh huéng XHCN” (1986).

2.1. Téng quéat tinh trang ddt dai ¢ Vigt Nam

Tinh trang dat dai & VN khé phirc tap. Vi dién tich nho, trong mot giai doan cé
nhu cau kha 16n vé tai thiét va xay dung cua mot qudc gia sau chién tranh, con cham tién,
duoc quan ly bai mot bo may cong quyén kém kha ning va thiéu dao dic. Manh dat VN
da phai chiu dung nhiéu thing tram, bién d6i, vé phuong dién thién nhién va dinh ché.

2.1.1. Dt dai vé phwong dién tw nhién

Viét Nam la mot nu6e
nho vé dién tich tong cong la
32.924.064 ha (mau), theo
thdng ké cua Bo Tai nguyén
va Moi truong VN. Nhung
VN c6 dan sé kha Ion, trén
100 triéu, va khoang 70% dan
s6 sdng & nong thon.

Nén kinh t¢ VN cin
ban la nbng nghiép. Dién tich
dat noéng nghiép 1a 10,9 triéu
ha, bang 35% cua tong dién
tich 1anh thd, (United nations
University, UNU, Weder
2017), trung binh mdi néng
dan chi c¢6 1,560 ha dat canh
tac, thip hon tat ca cac quéc
gia trong ving Déng nam A
(Wikipedia).

Qua lich s, nbng
thén va dat dai & VN co
nhiing thay d6i quan trong, tir
ché do quan chu, qua ché do
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thudc dia, va sau 1954, khi dat nude bi chia doi, hai mién c6 hai ché do khéac nhau. Mién
Biéc theo ché do cong san. Mién Nam trong ché d6 dan chu tu do. Do d6 hai mién cd chanh
sach dién dja khac nhau.

O mién Bic, dudi ché do XHCN, chanh quyén qudc hiru hoa dét dai, 1dy dat cua
dia chu chia cho ndng dan va ndng dan phai dua dat nay vao Hop tac xa (HTX), tac 1a dat
thugc tai san tap thé, hay n6i khac 1a ciia Nha nude. Cho téi cubi 1970 & mién Bic c6 79%
ndng dan phai vao HTX (World Bank Group 2011). Bia chu bi tich thu dat khong duoc bdi
thuong. Trong d6 mot s6 rat 16n, c6 khoang hon 200.000 dia chii bi dau tb, vi cai toi boc
16t ta dién, va c6 nhidu ngudi trong s6 d6 bi st hai cach rat tham thuong trong nhirng nam
1954-1956.

Con & mién Nam, tir sau 1954 dén 1975, thuc hién hai 1an Cai cach dién dia, vao
nam 1956 va nam 1970. Trong hai 1an nay dia chu bj liy dat c6 duoc boi thuong, ndng dan
duogc cho khong dat, tdi da 12 ba ha/mot gia dinh. Nhitng ngudi ndng dan nay tir day c6
quyén s¢ hitu phan dat chanh quyén cip cho, mai cho dén 1975. Qua chwong trinh Nguoi
cay c6 rudng, 1970, chanh quyén mién Nam da cap phét 1,3 triéu ha cho hon mét triéu
ndng dan (Pigali & Xuan 1992).

2.1.2. Mgt sé bién dgng dit dai trong giai doan khéi dau sau 1975
Sau khi cugng chiém dugc mién Nam (1975), CSVN xay dung ché do XHCN,
trong ké hoach cua thoi ky qua do dé tién 1én ché do cong san. O mién Nam thi dan ching
& ndng thon giap nhiing kho khin trong giai doan ndy. Chanh quyén méi thyc hién chanh
sach dién dia méi dai khai 1a: kiém tra ruong dat, tich thu mot sé ruong va don dién ma CS
cho 1a thuoc thanh phan phan cach mang, sau d6 tai phan phéi cho mot sé can binh méi
phuc vién, va phan 16n thanh dat céng san.

Tir @6 noéng dan ca hai mién Nam va Bac vo san gidng nhau. Mién Nam phai di
theo kiéu ngoai Bic trudc Kia, 1a bt dau di vao chuong trinh hop tac hda néng nghiép,
ndng dan khdng con quyén lam chi miéng dat da canh tac. DAt tir tir phai dua vao HTX,
hay vao Té hop san xuat (THSX) dudi sy chi huy cia Nha nuéc. Mat khac, nha nude giai
toa dan & thanh phd, bit di Khu kinh té méi. Gan hai triéu dan ¢ thanh phé 16n bi day ra
khu kinh té méi va mdi ngudi duoc phat mot cai cude dé bét dau cho “cudce ddi doi”. Bong
thoi, chanh quyén thiét 1ap cac Nong truong do Thanh nién xung phong thuc hién phét trién
kinh té ndng nghiép theo kiéu XHCN.

Nén Kinh t& XHCN chinh théng trén ca nudc hoan toan sup d6 sau 10 niam (vao
1985), vi cac chuong trinh ap dung ndi trén hoan toan that bai. Lan dau tién dan ching
mién Nam khong du gao an, cudc sdng ndng thdn suy sup, néng dan mét tinh than.

2.1.3. Dit dai sau “doi méi kinh té”
Dén nam 1986, CSVN phai d6i méi kinh té. Mot sé thay d6i quan trong vé dét dai
cta giai doan dau sau khi chiém mién Nam, da cham hét. HTX kiéu XHCN, Nong truong,
Khu kinh té méi bi giai thé vao nam 1988. Trén 1y thuyét, tir ddy nong dan va ndng thon
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c¢6 co hoi phéat trién trong tinh hinh mai cua nén kinh té c6 nhiéu thanh phan, trong dé c6
khu vuc tu. Khi d6, nhiéu néng dan tuéng rang nhu vay 1a ho tré lai c6 quyén so hitu dat
ctia minh. Chanh sach va quan 1y dit dai ra doi sau ddi mai, niém hy vong dé tan di. Nha
nudc khang dinh “dét dai thudc so hiru todn dan, Nha nudce dai dién dan thong nhit quan
Iy””. Nong dan bat budc phai theo chii truong dudng 16i méi mo ho, va ddi dién véi nhiéu
chong gai moi.

Luat dit dai ra doi dya trén mot nguyén tic cia ché do XHCN 1 ché d6 “cong hitu
dat dai” vi dat dai 1a mot phuong tién san xuit quan trong. Va ciing tir d6, nhit 14 tir sau
d6i mai tham hoa dét dai nhiéu hon, phirc tap hon, va lién tuc cho téi ngay nay.

2.2. Dit dai, mjt van ngn nghiém treng ciia Viét Nam XHCN

Cudc chién Viét Nam cham dit ndm 1975. Su mat mat Ién vé sinh mang khong
con, nhung da s dan ching, van phai ganh chiu rat nhiéu loai dau thuong va bat cong tur
chanh quyén XHCN. Sy sup do kinh té&, mot mang 16n cua duy vat bién chang bi ta toi, da
lam cho dan mién Nam c6 nhiéu thiac mac hoang mang va hoang so vé thuc chét ché do
CS. Va thoi ky qua do dang ap dung tai VN chua di t&i dau thi phai nging lai. Tir d6 ché
d6 XHCN & VN phai bién cai va di theo con duong Trung cong di di cach d6 10 nam.

Bbn muoi nam dudi ché d6 XHCN tir khi bién cai, VN co dat dugc mot s6 két qua
vé kinh té. Nhung nhitng bat cong va bat on xa hoi tiém an trong sach luoc va cac ké hoach
phét trién, nhin theo goc d6 ngudi dan, VN XHCN da hién nguyén hinh voi qué nhiéu tai
hoa, nhiéu kho khin cho nhan dan. M6t trong nhirng van nan to Ié6n caa VN 1a van dé dat
dai.

Thuc vay, chanh sach va quan 1y dat dai cia VN XHCN phirc tap va gay thiét hai
nghiém trong. Nguyén nhan co ban ciia van nan 1a do nguyén tic ché do doc tai toan tri, va
do ban chét vién chuc ciia bo may cong quyén kém kha nang va thiéu dao duec.

Cach tong quéat, van nan dit dai & VN rét trAm trong, thé hién trén nhiéu mat

o Vékinh té, phat trién khong hai hoa, khdng cong bang gitta ndng thon va thanh thi,
gitta ndng nghiép va ki nghé va dich vu. Sy phi pham dat dai von hiém qui va tién
bac bé ra, do hodc chanh quyén liy dat dan cho nhiéu du &n rdi bo hoang, hoic do
su thiét 1ap nhiéu dy an khong wu tién va khong kha thi. Mt khéc, nén kinh té phat
trién khong hai hoa, cach biét qua 16n giita thanh thi va ndng thon.

0 Vé x& hgi, ngudi dan bi tude doat quyén tu hiru dit dai, bi cudng btrc va dan ap do
khiéu nai dat dai, 1a vi pham nhan quyén va dan quyén. Cac vu thua kién lién quan
dat dai chiém t6i 80% tong sé vu phan déi cua dan vai chanh quyén. Cac vy tham
nhiing vé dat dai chiém téi 70% tong sb cac vu tham nhiing 16n.

0 Vé chanh trj va bg may cong quyén, di ché do cd bién cai, du bo may cong quyén
¢6 diéu chinh nhiéu lan, nhung nguyén tic can ban cua chi nghia CS khong thay
d6i trong chanh sach va quan 1y dat dai, ciing nhu nhitng van dé chung cua dét
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nuéc. Thyuc té va thuc chat cia bo may cdng quyén qua co cau, hé théng luat 18,

cach diéu hanh, va vién chirc nha nudce, chinh né 1a mot van nan Ion, tir d6 sanh ra

nhitng van nan khéc, trong d6 c6 dat dai.

Trong mét xa hoi ma nhan tdm bat an, cudc séng bat 6n, cudc séng kinh té con rat
thap, trong ché do doc tai cho nén van nan quan 1y dat dai tré nén tram trong, rat kho cai
thién va tre thanh mot biéu trung cua ché do6 XHCN.

T6m tit, tai hoa dat dai & VN thé hién trén may diém chanh: Nha nuéc cudng chiém
quyén s& hiru dat dai ciia dan. Nha nuée tu phong cho minh quyén dai dién dan. Nha nuéc
vuot qua quyén han ngudi quan ly, tu 1am luat, tu thi hanh, tu sira luat. Nha nuée dan ap
dan vé yéu cau chanh dang lién hé dat dai. Can bo nha nudc thi hanh céch phi luat, sai luat,
vuot luat. Can bo nha nuée cau két véi tu san cach md am va phi phap.

Van nan dat dai & VN tuu trung vao hai phan chanh: Thir nhat 1a Chanh sach dat dai, thir
hai 12 Quén 1y d4t dai. Chung toi trinh bay phan hai. D6 1a Van nan quan 1y dat dai tai VN.

3. Van nan veé quan ly dat dai tai Viét Nam
V4n nan vé quan 1y dat dai tai Viét Nam tyuu trung vao ba Ianh vuc sau day: Luat Ié vé dat
dai, Tom tic cac hinh thai sai pham dat dai, va cac vu vi pham nghiém trong vé dit dai.

3.1 Lugt ¢ ddt dai hién hanh ciia VN tir 1975
Muc tiéu, chanh sach, nguyén tic can ban vé dat dai trudc hét duoce qui dinh trong
Hién phap. Tiép theo 1a Qudc hoi 1am ra luat. Sau dé, 1a cac thong tu chi thi cia co quan
Hanh phép, ttc tir Thi tuéng xudng cac Bo lién hé, ¢én Uy ban nhan dan tinh. Va sau cling
1a co quan tryc tiép thi hanh 12 huyén va xa. Nhung vi & VN, song song c6 hai hé thong cai
tri, mot 1 cia dang, hai 13 nha nuéc, cho nén luat & lién quan dat dai c6 qua nhiéu, rat
phtic tap, doi khi mau thuan, chong chéo nhau.

VN di c6 nhiéu luat 1¢ vé dat dai dugc ban hanh tir sau 1975: 1988, 1993, 2003 va
2013, va 2024. M&i lan diéu chinh luat c6 it chi tiét thay d6i vé thyc thi luat dat dai. Nhung
diém cin ban quan trong nhut 12 quyén cong hiru dat ma Hién phap 1992, chinh thac ghi
nhan 1a quyén s¢ hiru dat cho toi nay khong thay doi, nghia 1a s hitu cha thuc sy 1a Nha
nudc, voi danh nghia 13 thay mat toan dan nam giir dat dai, quan ly rong réi, ngoai viéc cho
thué, thu hoi, trung gian lay dat thu hdi di ban cho tu san, rdi ¢ ca quyén sira d6i muc tiéu
dat rimg ra dat ruong ray, hay bién dat ruong thanh dét gia cu hay khu thwong mai. Bac
biét 1a trong dinh ché “dang lanh dao, nhan dan 1am chi, nha nudc quan 1y”. Noi tom lai,
cac co quan cong quyén cd cai quyén gan nhu vo gii han vé quan 1y dat dai. Mac du tir
1975 ti nay chanh quyén VN c6 kha nhiéu luat Ié vé dat dai.

Mdi nhdt 12 Lugt 2024: Quéc hoi théng qua ngay 5 thang 01 nim 2024. Luat mai
niy c6 16 chuong va 260 diéu khoang. Nghi dinh chanh phu ban hanh thang 9/2024 cho
viéc thi hanh luat 2024. Gan nhu ctr 10 ndm VN lai bd tdc luat dat dai, 1an niy cé nhiéu bd
sung chi tiét va nhiéu nhat so véi trude kia. Nhung ciing chi 1a chi tiét lién quan quan ly

1975 Magazine 51



tire 12 cdng tac thuc thi. Noi dung cling gan nhu luat 2013. D6 13 Nha nude doc quyén quan
ly dat, thuc su 1a so hitu va quan ly. Trong cac khau chanh, tic 13 cong doan khi thi hanh
luat 18, c6 hai cho dan cho dit nudc, hoic co loi cho tu san do va vién chic can bo, luat
méi c6 mot s6 didu khong thay ddi, c6 mot sb didu khoan ¢ b tuc.

Luat 2024 trude dinh ngay bat dau cé hiéu luc 1a 01/01/2025, sau d6 stra lai hiéu
lyc bat dau tir 01/08/2024. Muc tiéu ghi trong ludr dat dai 2024 1a thuc hién “chién lugc
phét trién kinh té xa hoi nhanh, bén viing, dam bao quéc phong an ninh, bao vé méi trudng”.
Sau day 1a tom tat mot sé diéu khoan chénh cua luat 2024:

nay.
e Vé Quyén sir dung dat: Thoi gian van 50 nam, trudng hop dic biét 70 nim

Quyén s¢ hiru dat dai: S& hiru chi dat dai 1a Nha nudc. Dan khdng ¢ quyén

(khong c6 diéu nao n6i 90 nam nhu dy luat Hanh chéanh kinh té Van don,
Van phong, Pht quéc dua ra 2018 va sau d6 bi nhiéu cudc biéu tinh va
chanh quyén tam ngung khong biéu quyét). Quyén sir dung dat va di kém
Vi xay cat hay hoa mau trén miéng dat d6. Quyén sir dung dét nay van duoc
cho thira ké, ban hay thé chap miéng dat. Miéng dat nong nghiép ma chuyén
d6i hay ban cho ngudi khac nhung khong trong trot ma doi muc tiéu dat
ndng nghiép qua dét xay dung, trong trudng hop nay thi phai lam du an xin
chéanh quyén chap thuan.

Quyén Thu héi ddt: nha nudc c6 quyen thu hdi dit véi muyc dich 1a quéc
phong, an ninh, phat trién kinh té xa hoi, lgi ich quéc gia va cong dong,
(diéu 95-101). Ciing gidng nhur luat 2013, luat kha mo ho va qua tong quat
dé bj giai thich cach lam dung luat nhu: phét trién xa hoi, vi loi ich qubc gia
va cong dong.

Gia dat dé bdi thuong cin clr vao gié thi truong nam hién tai, (d.153). Theo
luat cii thi gia bdi thuong cho phép chanh quyén can cir khung gié thi truong
trong 5 ndm qua. Cho nén c6 sy cach biét qua Ion vé gia bdi thuong, va gia thi
truong.

Luat méi qui dinh chanh quyén bdi thudng xong cho dan mat dat, mai budc

dan di doi di noi khac. Néu nguoi dan khong bang long thi ¢6 thé khiéu kién, budc
dau do Hoi dong nhan x& vai Mat tran to quéc giai quyét. Néu khong giai quyét
duoc thi chuyén 1én Hoi ddng nhan dan huyén hay tinh tiy muc do, va ¢ day chung
quyét. Va sau d6 1a bién phap cudng ché.

Ciing theo luat mai, thi khi bdi thuong xong, du an khai thac noi d6 méi

duoc bat dau.Tinh trang trugc 2024, & nhiéu noi dan chua duoc bdi thuong thi nha
ctra, manh dat bi giai toa.

Vé muc dich thu héi dat, Luat 2024 c6 thém 4 trudng hop nha nuéc cd

quyén lay dat caa dan (diéu 79): 4 trudng hop d6 1a: Dy an do thi c6 cong ning
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phuc vu hdn hop; du an ving phu can két ndi giao thdng; du 4n dau tu cai tao xay
dung lai nha chung cu; du 4n tai dinh cu; du an l14n bién dé sir dung vao muc dich
kinh té xa hoi. Luat 2013 khong c6 qui dinh cac diéu ndy, nhung thuc té da co lam
dung.

Quyén chuyén doi muc tidu siz dung: co quan nha nude ¢ quyén quyét dinh
cho ngudi st dung dat dugc chuyén doi muc dich sir dung, thi du tir dit néng nghiép
d6i thanh dat thd cu, va phai duoc su chap thuan. Nay luat 2024 cin ban nhu luat
2013, nhung c6 chat cai sra mot sé chi tiét khdng thich hop hozc bat hop 1y ¢6 thé
dua toi nhiéu su lam dung va loi dung.

Quyén qui hogach ciia nha nwéc: Nha nude c6 tron quyén qui hoach vé sir
dung dat dai qui dinh & luat 2013 (d. 36-39) va & luat 2024 (d.61-64) trén moi loai
dat dai dé sir dung cho ndng nghiép, ha tang co s, hay khu thuong mai, khu nha ¢,
v.v...Theo luat thi su qui hoach hay chuyén d6i muc tiéu sir dung cta dat cong phai
“cong khai, minh bach qui hoach va sir dung dat” (d. 48 luat 2013) duoc luat 2024
bd sung (d.61) “cong khai, minh bach, ¢ sy tham gia cua dan trong cong tac qui
hoach, ké hoach sir dung dat”.

Luat ciing qui dinh quyén cho thué dit cong cho cac dy an cong nhu duong
s&, cang, ma nha thau tu thuc hién, hay giao dét cho tu doanh xay dyng khu thuong
mai, nha & v.v..., phai ddu thau cong khai.

3.2. Céc sai pham trong viéc thuc thi lugt 1¢ ddt dai

Trong 50 nam qua, van dé quan 1y dat dai chanh quyén VN qua cac lan diéu chinh
luat dat dai, mac du co thay ddi nhitng diém nho nham cai sira nhitng thiéu sot va khé khan
trong cdng viéc thyc thi, nhung mai cho dén nay nhiing diém cin ban khong duoc cai thién
bao nhiéu. Hon nita, luat dat dai gan diy c6 y nang dé nhitng nha dau tu dia oc khi thi
truong dia 6¢ bi khiing hoang tir 2022. Vi vy nhitng kho khan va hén loan dat dai chua
thdy dau hiéu suy giam nhiéu.

C4c van nan tir dat dai qua trAm trong 12 vi trong thoi gian qué dai, co qua nhiéu
loai sai pham ma hau hét 1a nhitng vu to 16n, ma ngudi dan chi biét duoc sau khi Pang va
chénh quyén khui ra. Nhung chic chan con hang ngan vu chua dua ra anh sang, va ciing
¢6 nhirng vu chanh quyén ém nhem luén. Tam bi kich d6 con tiép dién.

Vé phuong dién quan ly dat dai, c6 thé tom tit van nan trong cac phan hay giai doan
thi hanh luat & va thuc hién cac nhu cau cia ngudi dan va cac du an kinh té xa hoi sau khi
d6i mai. Khi thi hanh luat, can b vién chic VN di cb ¥ gay ra céc sai pham tram trong
trong 50 nam qua. DAt dai cang qui hiém thi sai pham cang lon.
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Cé4c sai pham vé quan ly dét dai trong 50 nim qua dwoc tom tit sau day:

0 Sai pham the nhatt, tir nguyén tiéc Nha nwéc XHCN ndm quyén sé hivu dit dai

Nha nudc tu cho 1a “dai dién toan dan thdng nhat quan 1y dat”. Cai nguyén tic
quyén so hitu nay c6 hai van dé: (i) 1a mot dang phai cam quyén, du c6 duoc dan bau
chon hay khéng, di tudc doat quyén tu hiru 1a vi pham nhan quyén. Dong thoi, Nha
nudc XHCN khong thé nao tu nhan 1a dai dién cho toan dan, vi khong qua cudc bau cir
phd thdng va tu do. Vi tu cach dai dién khong cé thi khi thuc hién nhiém vu quan ly 1a
phi luat theo nghia thong thuong. Trén thuc té, cac vién chic cir nghi dat dai 1a cua
dang, thi ty nhién ct vé ra luat 1¢, thyc thi luat I& gan nhu theo ¥ minh hon ¥ dan. Vi
vay, ngudi dan va chanh quyén dimg trén hai quan diém khac nhau. Sy va cham xay
ra, d6i khi d6 mau hay tu day. D6 1a tham canh canh x& hoi va chénh tri; (ii) Nha nuéc
la nguoi quan 1y di qua xa chirc nang va nhiém vy, trach nhiém cua nguoi quan ly binh
thudng, ma la nguoi quan ly kiéu XHCN vuot Xa quyén han, nhu tu 1am ra luat 1¢, rdi
tu thi hanh luat 18 do, tu lay dét cia dan roi am tham ban miéng dit d6 cho nguoi thi
ba. Nhitng viéc 1am cua can bo khdng minh bach, sai luat cach ¢b ¥ dua toi phong trao
dan oan biéu tinh chua tirng c6 trong lich str, va cling tir cach quan 1y d6 dwa tdi tinh
trang tham nhiing khung khiép chi c6 trong ché do nay.

0 Sai pham tha hai, tir quyén cdp gidy chizng nhan quyén si dung dét dai

Sau khi tich thu hét moi loai dat dai, dé chinh thuc ai ¢6 quyén cu ngu va canh
tac trén miéng dat cua minh dang c6, chanh quyén dia phuong cap gidy ching nhan
“Quyén st dung dat”. Pay la budc dau. Gidy ching nhan d6 khong phai ching nhan
quyén s& hiru, 1a diéu rat can thiét. Nhung ngudi dan phai c6 sé do, dé duoc quyén sir
dung miéng dit d6. Mudn thé ngudi dan phai lo tién, du biét 1a c6 da didu kién, biét
rang dau co luat.

0 Sai phgm thir ba, tir quyén cwéng biec thu hoi ddt

Pay 1a quyén quan trong nhiat nhin tir phia chanh quyén hay tir phia nguoi
dan. Pay ciing 1a van nan to Ién nhut xay ra lién tuc va khap moi noi trong 40 nim qua.
Theo béo céo cua Ngan hang thé gioi “hang nam c6 khoang 100 ngan vu tranh chap
dat dai xay ra trén toan quéc” (dai RFA, 29-11-2010). Chanh quyén doc doan quyét
dinh thu hdi mot sé dit nao do, co nghia 1a chanh quyén lay lai dat vi nhu cau cong ich,
tire dé phat trién kinh té hay xa hoi. Céi tai hoa ¢ day trudc hét 1a tuyét dai da sé nguoi
bi linh thu hdi khéng c6 quyén cudng lai dugc. Nhitng nguoi ndy 6 nha cira, va hoa
mau, nay bi bing di coi nhu phai 1am lai cudc sdng tir dau. N&i khd khac cho nhiing
nguoi & trong miéng dat ong ba dé lai véi nha ctra md ma ong ba con do, trong khi chua
biét di vé dau.

0 Sai phgm the tu, vé quyén chi dinh noi cw trit méi cho ngwoi dan bi mar dit
Trong luat c6 qui dinh chanh quyén phai tim noi cu tr méi va tro gitp di doi

cho nhimng ngudi dan bi mat dat. Thuc té ¢6 rat nhidu noi nguoi dan sau khi bi lay dat

ho khong c6 chd & méi. Hodc vi chd méi qua xa xdi, thiéu thdn tién ich tdi thiéu, bi ép
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budc dinh cu mot noi nao dé hoan toan bé tic vé su hoc hanh caa con cai. Hoac vi su
boi thudng qua thap, ngudi dan khong mudn di doi, tiép tuc & lai tranh d4u thi bi céng
an dan 4p. Trudng hop ndy xay ra nhiéu nhut 1a tai ving cao nguyén trung phan, noi
ngudi $ac toc bi cudng bic nhiéu nhit, chanh quyén dia phuong chup mii ho 1a chéng
pha nha nuéc. D6 lai 1a vin dé vi pham nhan quyén.

0 Sai phgm the nam, vé dinh gia boi thwong dat thu hoi

Céc sai pham lién quan téi gia nha nuéc boi thudng cho ngudi dan bi mat dat,
va gia chanh quyén lay dat cong hay dat thu hdi giao cho tw doanh. M6t van nan rat
phd thdng la gia dat bdi thudng co sai trai vé luat 1é va sai pham vé quyén doc doan cua
vién chtrc. Pay 1a van nan gy can va pho bién nhut.

DU nguoi dan bi liy dat phan d6i, doi sy cdng bang, va ciing nhau khiéu kién
thi Nha nuéc khéng xir. Cing nhau xudng dudng thi bi bat vi pham hinh sy vé toi 1am
mét tran ty céng cong. CAc sai pham trén xay ra lién tuc trén khip mién dat nudc.

0 Sai pham the su, vé viéc giao nha dit cho tw doanh khai thdc

Theo luat dat dai va luat dau tu cong, nha nudc cho phép chanh quyén dia
phuong duoc quyén giao nha dit cong san (hay dat thu hdi) cho tu doanh sir dung cho
c4c dy an phét trién kinh té x4 hoi. O VN thi luat I¢ va chanh sach nay 1a qui dinh déng
hoan nghinh nhit cho nhiéu vién chic, vi n6 d& thi hanh va c6 tién vo rat 16n. Nhu da
trinh bay trén day, s6 ciu dat dai gia tang rat nhanh. Dt dai tro thanh khan hiém, nhut
1a cac khu dét ven bién, ven sdng. Mt khac, VN chay theo cach dau tu phat trién giong
nhu Trung qudc, dau tu do at vao dia d¢ va khu du lich.

o Sai phgm the bdy, vé qui hogch chuyén d@éi muc tiéu si dung dit

Theo luat, co quan nha nudc ¢d quyén qui hoach tong quat loai va khu vuc st
dung dat. Dat dai c6 thé phan loai ra dat néng nghiép, dat trong cay ki nghé, dét ring,
dat tho cu, dat khu thuong mai. D6 1a quyén khé rong rai, nén co quan tham quyeén dé
sai pham, va cé nhiéu hanh d6ng mo 4m trong qui hoach. Vi du ving dat dang c6 nha
& cb vuon trai cay, c6 ruong trong lua, nay ngudi chii xin chanh quyén cho chuyén dat
rudng thanh dat vuon va lam nha &. Gia dat ruong va dat xay nha & c6 cach biét gié rat
cao, nhurt 12 canh qudc 16 hay lién tinh 16. O nhiéu quéc gia trong d6 c6 Viét Nam Cong
hoa trude ddy, néu dat tu thi khong can xin phép chuyén ddi, ma chi xin phép xay cat
méi, hay muc tiéu st dung méi dé tinh thué.

o Sai phgm ths tam, viéc chanh quyén qui hoach bira bai cac cong trinh

Trong khoang thoi gian tir 2001 dén 2015, khi ¢6 von kinh té tir trong nuéce (do
Xuat cang 200-250 ty my kim/ndm), va tién Viét kiéu (10-15 ty my kim/nam), va do
vién tro ngoai quéc nhiéu (nhiéu nhat 14 Nhut bon va sau nay 1a Trung cong trong ké
hoach Vanh dai va con dudng), VN dong loat 18n ké hoach xay dung ha ting & moi tinh
va thanh phé. Rat nhiéu dét bi thu hdi cho nhiéu du an hoach dinh so sai, chwa biét c6
kha thi khong, hay chua phai la wu tién trong viéc st dung ngan sach. Vi du xay dung
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cac khu k§ nghé, gan nhu mdi quan déu cé dy &n. Két qua la nhiéu khu bo dat hoang;
va chanh quyén thyc hién trén toan qudc 200 hai cang va giang cang, thuc té co hon
phan nira cang bi bo khdng hay chi sir dung mét it. Day 1a sai pham trong viéc lam ké
hoach, hau qua 1a dan mat dat canh tac, nha nudc mat tién céng quy, chi co vién chic
duoc thu tién vo tai riéng.

0 Sai phgm ther chin, cung c&ch kinh doanh cia tu san mai

Theo luat VN, chénh quyén c6 thé cho thué hay hun hap véi tu doanh dé khai
khac thuong mai. Phan 16n xay ra trong khu dac dia trong thanh phé 16n. Céc cong san
hay cong 6¢ rat qui gia ma quéc doanh thi 16, tw doanh méi dang 1én, chanh quyén ban
lai cAc bat dong san qui gia nay cho tu doanh thi hop Iy trén nguyén tic. Nha nudc ban
ra thi thu dwoc tién. Tu doanh lam c6 101 thi thu duoc thué. Ngoai ra thanh phé con
dugc phat trién tt dep hon.

C6 hai md 4m va sai luat trong truong hop ndy. 6 1 viée dinh gia cac bat dong
san nay va viéc sap xép khong dua ra ¢au thau cong khai theo luat dinh. Sy cau két nhu
trén xay ra tai nhiéu thanh phd 16n, chanh quyén ban cho tu doanh nhiéu khu dat rat
qui gia, vai gia ré lam thiét hai cong quy.

0 Sai pham thee mwéi, Nha nwéc mat quyén kiém soat mét so dat dai

Mot loai sai pham vé dét dai ctia ca nhiing vi lanh dao téi cao caa nuéc XHCN
Ia tir mot nguyén tic chua nudc ndo ¢, trir cong san. P6 1a Nha nudc giao cho Quan
doi va Cong an mot sé dat dai va cong dc dé hai luc lwgng nay 1am kinh té. Khi giao
roi thi chanh quyén coi nhu mat kiém soét. Cac bo phan nay khong béo céo véi ai va
lay lai cling khong duoc. Mot s6 don vi quan ddi tu dong giao cho tu doanh khai thac
khéch san, san golf, nha hang.

Va cubi cung nhung té hai nhirt 1a Nha nugc VN XHCN khong kiém soat mot phan dat
cua 1anh thd VN bi Tau cong lan chiém ¢ bién giéi Viét Trung, va mot sé dao caa Hoang
sa.

3.2. M@t sé vu dién hinh vé sai pham dit dai
i. Vién dé toa rdp gi@a quan chizc va tiw ban dé dé chiém doat

Mbt s6 vu sai pham biéu trung va to 16n lién quan dén dit dai. Cac vu nay s& dugc
néu ra sau day theo thir tu quan trong chd khéng theo thoi gian. Nhirng su kién trong cac
vu nay lay tir co quan nha nudc, truyén thong VN, tir Trung tam luat phap VN, tir mot s6
ngudi Viét trong nudc, va tir mot s6 nha nghién ciru truyén thong ngoai quéc. Tiéu biéu
cho hinh thirc sai 1am nay c6 thé néu ra la: vu Van thinh Phat, vy Dong Tam, vu Khu dé thi
mai Thu thiém, v.v...

Phdn doi ciia dén, tranh ddu cia dén kéo dai hon 10 nam: dan chiing & Thu thiém
qua uat & vi bi ldy dat, khu dat cua ho nam ngoai qui hoach theo ban d6 Tha tuéng ky.
Thanh phd vé& thém dé lay dét béan lai cho cong ty tu xay nha méi. Khu dat lién hé dén 160
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gia dinh va ho thua kién rat nhiéu lan, nhung cac co quan trach nhiém ¢ day khdng giai
quyét.

ii. Cac vu chanh quyén cau két ban céng sdn qui gid tei cac thanh phé lén
O day chi néu cach ngan gon vai vu lén trén trim triéu my kim nim ngay trong
thanh phé HCM. D6 1a chanh quyén ban cho tu doanh cong ty bia Saigon, & dudng hai Ba
Trung gan bén Bach dang, khu rat qui gi4, su chuyén nhuwong tir c6ng san cho tu nhan ma
khong qua dau thau.

Truong hop tht hai 13 khu dat vang & dai 16 Lé Duan (tac dai 16 Théng Nhat cii).
Pay 1a khu dai 16 dat gia nhat Saigon. Chanh quyén ban céng 6¢ ndy cho cong ty tu dé 1am
khach san. Su cdu két nay 1am ngan sach nha nudc mat mot sé tién 1on.

Tong cong ty ndng nghiép Saigon, thuoc Uy ban nhan dan HCM, ban miéng dat
toa lac tai Nha Be, véi cau két tu doanh, chia chac tién bén trong, tri gia dat la 13,3 ngan
ty dong, trén gidy to ghi chi c6 3.000 ty dong. Phuong thirc thong thuong 1 lap cong ty
hop doanh, khéng c6 dau gia. Sau mot vai nam, chanh quyén rat phan hun caa quc doanh
ra, chi con la cong ty tu.

Cac vy lam quyén cua cac Bi thu hay Chu tich caa nhiéu tinh.. Xin néu mét it thi
du vi pham vé dat dai di bi dwa ra k¥ luat hay bi toa &n xét xu:

Thanh Hoa: Bi thu tinh ty Trinh vin Chién, Nguyén dinh Xtng , giam déc so, hai
Bi thu huyén, bi khai té lién quan vu dat dai Hac Thanh Tower.

Khanh Hoa: hai nguyén Chi tich UBND tin 1a Lé Btc Vinh va Nguyén Chién
Thang bi dua ra xir vi sai pham dét dai.

Binh Dwong: cyu Bi thu tinh Tran Van Nam, va cyu Chu tich tinh Tran Thanh
Liém bi tda tuyén an td vi vi pham dét dai.

Pong Nai: cyu Chu tich UBND tinh Bong Nai loi dung chiic vy giao dat trong ké
hoach phat trién d6 thi, chi tich cdu két v4i than nhan giao cac du 4n ma khéng
qua dau thau. Vu db bé vi qué 16 liéu. Ba Chu tich bi dua ra toa.

Vu ldy dat dong bao thiéu sé Tay nguyén: chanh quyén Daklak thu hdi ving dat
vira thd cu vira trong trot ciia ddng bao thiéu s, vai sb tién bdi thuong rat thap.
Déan lang khong chiu doi di vi ho da ¢ d6 1au doi

3.4. Tom tdt nguyén nhan sai phagm Vvé dit dai

Qua cac sai pham va cac vu vi pham dét dai néu trén, chung ta c6 thé néu ra day
tém tat cic nguyén nhan dua téi tham hoa dét dai 1a do:

e B4o vé nguyén tic ché do cong hitu trong trong mé hinh kinh t&¢ XHCN bién
cai.
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e Sy lam dung nguy@n tic quyén quan ly, dai dién toan dan.

o Hé thdng phap luat va chi huy trung lap va khéng minh bach.

e Mot chanh thé khong ¢ cin ban tu do dan chi.

e Vién chac chanh quyén thiéu kha ning va thiéu lwong thién.

e Can ban cai tri cua ché do 1a dung bién phap ctng rin thay vi thuyét phuc dan.

4. Hé qua sai pham quan ly dat dai tai Viét Nam

Qua phan trinh bay & trén, VN cd nhiéu sai pham trong quan 1y dat dai vé luat 18
cling trong cach thirc thue thi cong vu, cac sai pham céch ¢d y, véi mirc d6 qua tram trong
va rong khap ca nuéc. Tinh trang d6 da dwa t6i nhiéu hau qua tai hai trén nhiéu mit.

Nguoi dan trong nude da thay cac sai pham do6, va ngay nhiéu co quan qudc té ciing
da khuyén cao chanh quyén VN vé van nan dat dai. Nhu nhan xét ciia co quan Luong Nong
Quéc Té (FAO): “Su cudng doat dat dai 1a mot van dé nghiém trong gay tai hai cho moi
truong, cho nén kinh té, cho an sinh x4 hoi, va cho nhan quyén” (Land grabbing is a serious
issue that affects the environment, economy, social welfare and human right), Co quan
Luong Nong Qudc Té (FAO tai VN, 2016).

Cac sai pham nghiém trong trén 3 phuong dién: Kinh té &Tai chanh, X& hoi&
Chénh tri, Hanh chanh c6ng & Luat phép.

4.1. Trén phwong dién Kinh té &Tai chanh
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Trong qué trinh 50 ndm, hé qua dét dai bién chuyén theo cac giai doan chuyén doi

kinh té:

Giai dogn 1975-1985: CSVN &p dung mé hinh kinh t& XHCN chinh théng, thi

dat dai hoan toan thudc sé hiru Nha nude. Va phuong tién san xuat, trong
d6 c6 dat dai, & trong md hinh kinh t& XHCN, ttrc 1a dat phai bi tap thé hoa,
va Nha nuéc 12 s6 hitu cha. O trong Nam, sau 1975, thi chanh quyén CS tai
phan phéi dét canh tac trong d6 c6 nhimg dia chu cii va hon mét triéu néng
dan da dugc chanh quyén VNCH cép phat khdng cho nong dan trong hai
cudc Cai cach dién dia 1956 va 1970. Nho do, san xuét lda gao mién Nam
dugc phuc héi lai, tir 1974, sau thoi gian bi thiéu hut vi chién tranh. Trudc
chién tranh, tir 1955-1965, mién Nam xuét cang trung binh 500.000 tan gao
Mot nam.

Nhung vi ap dung md hinh kinh té XHCN, ndng dan mién Nam bj
dua vao HTX nong nghiép hay T6 san xuat. Nong dan ¢ mot s6 tinh phan
d6i chanh sach nay. Tinh than nong dan sa sut, khong hang hai cho cay cdy.
Lai thiéu phan bon, thudc sat trung. Lua thi phai ban cho cong ty quéc doanh
vé6i gia rat thap. Do d6 san luong IGa gao mién Nam giam manh. Tir nhitng
nam 1976-1985 ca nudc bi doi. Nong dan va nong thon suy sup nang trong
thoi gian nay.

Giai doan 1985 dén nay: kinh t& XHCN chanh théng hoan toan sup do trén ca

nuéc. VN phai ddi méi kinh té, véi mé hinh “Kinh té thi truong dinh hudng
XHCN” tir 1986. Va tir d6 VN c6 chanh sach va quéan 1y dat dai thich hop
véi tinh hinh méi. Nha nuéc van chiém hitu toan thé dat dai va quan ly moi
cong doan cua dat dai. Nguoi dan ciing tir d6 rd rang khong con quyén tu
hitu dat, du 13 dat ctia ong ba dé lai, hay dat do chanh quyén Saigon phét
cho.

Trong gan 40 nim gan day, van nan dat dai budc qua hai giai doan trong qué trinh
phét trién kinh té: giai doan VN phuc hdi kinh té (1987-2000), va giai doan VN hi nhap
toan cau (tir 2001). V& phuong dién kinh t& VN co6 dat duoc mot sé két qua. Nhung tién
trinh kinh té d6 lam cho van d& dat dai tré' nén phirc tap hon, té nan kinh té xa hoi tir dat
dai cang nghiém trong thém.

V& mat kinh té tham hoa dat dai cua hai giai doan sau 1986 c0 thé néu ra sau day:

Suy giam dat néng nghiép;

That nghiép gia ting & ndng thon;

Vé hiéu qua kinh té kém cua nhiéu dw dn dau tw cong;

Vén cho phét trién kinh té b; phi pham va kém hiéu qud; va
Ngogi té Ién chuyén bat hop phdp khéi Viét Nam.
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Nha dau tu ngoai qudc gap nhiéu khé khin trong viéc thué dat dé xay dung xi
nghiép vé gia ca khong théng nhut va vién chirc chanh quyén trung gian mua ban dt.

Trong khi d6, TQ ludn ludn tim co hoi Xay cat nha ctra & VN dudi hinh thic ndy
hay khéc nham cho ngudi Hoa dén VN cu ngu va duong dai c6 thé 1am ting thém luc lugng
Hoa kiéu & hai ngoai nhu ho da tirng 1am trong qua kh.

4.2. Trén phwong dién xa hgi va chanh tri

Trén phuong dién x& hoi va chanh tri, tham hoa dét dai cua hai giai doan sau 1986
c6 thé duoc tom tit sau day:

e Loi tirc ndng dan rat thap: chi bang 40% loi tac trung binh ca nudc, va sy gia
tang lgi tac ndng dan cham hon lgi tic trung binh l1a vi gi& cac nhap luong
ndng nghiép (phan bén, thude sat tring, xang dau) gia ting gap hai ba lan gia
ndng san san xuat ting thém. Vi thu nhap thap, con chau cua nong dan phai
nghi hoc sém, khong c6 du tién cham soc sirc khoe.

e S6 ndng dan bj mat dat nhiéu: chi trong khoang thoi gian tir 2001-2005, c6
366.440 méu dat bj thu hoi, c6 anh huong t6i 627.495 gia dinh, trong dé c6
950.000 nguoi bi mat viéc (Bo Lao dong Thuong binh xi hoi). Nhitng ngudi
thuong khong dé dang tim duoc viéc lam khi dén noi cu ngu méi, hay khong
du tiéu chuan cdng nhan trong xi nghiép.

o Mitc dé tham nhiing kinh khing lién quan dat dai: Nném chuyén gia ngan
hang thé gigi va dai st quan Thuy Dién va Pan Mach c6 dua ra bang tong két
“nan tham nhiing d4t dai tai VN hién dang duoc xép hang dau bang trén thé
giéi” (dai RFA 11-9-2010). Ciing theo bo céo niy thi c6 “92% ngudi dan
dugc hoi, cho rang c6 tham nhiing toi viéc ban dat giao dat.“ O VN, tham
nhiing vé dét dai dmg dau trong 10 vy tham nhiing 1én” (Paul Van Der Molen,
The corruption and land administration, 2006).

e Nhizng vu tham nhiing Ién déu c6 lién quan téi nhiéu dang vién cao cap: nhiéu
can bo goc mat chie va dang ngdi tU. Sy kién ndy xac nhan lai, véi dan trong
nudc va véi qudc té, vé tinh trang qua té hai caa ché 6 XHCN.

Qua nhitng vu cudng bic cua chanh quyén véi nguoi dan cach 16 lidu va tan ac,
cho moi ngudi thiy rd ché do XHCN viing trong 50 nim qua vi cai trj dan bang bao luc.
Viéc cong an danh dap dan oan, viéc bo ti rat ning nhimg ngudi dan biéu tinh doi cong ly
1a vi pham nhan quyén ma VN c6 ky nhan trong Cong uéc Nhan quyén Quéc té.

Thanh phan tu san mai cau két vai vién chire kinh doanh dia 6¢ giau 1én qua nhanh
qua 16N, ho tro thanh mot tang 16p tu san mai, loai doanh nhan dic biét giau sang va quyén
uy trong mot xa hoi da s6 dan 1a nghéo hay rat nghéo. S thanh hinh cuaa cac ty pht d6 qua
nhanh (so véi cac nudc dang phat trién khac), ma tuyét dai da sb ty pha VN khai nghiép
tir dia 6c. Va sy phan cach mirc do gidu c6 hay thanh dat ngay trong khu vue tu doanh cang
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ngdy cang gia tang. Tinh trang ndy gay bat mén va chia ré trong khéi tu doanh, mét thanh
phan rat quan trong trong phat trién kinh té.

4.3. Trén phwong di¢n hanh chanh coéng va lugt phap

Qua c4c sai pham vé dat dai néu trén, ngudn gbc chanh 13 tir hé théng Phap luat
XHCN va quan trong hon hét Ia tir bd may Hanh chanh céng, bo phan quan trong thi hanh
cac chéanh séch va nhimg qui dinh phap luat truc tiép véi dan. Trong hai 1anh vyc nay van
nan dat dai dwa t6i nhirng hé qua sau:

Vé hé thang ludt phap: tir sau 1986, VN c6 t6i 600 vin ban luat va vin kién phap
qui lién quan toi dat dai, gdm nghi quyét cua dang va luat Ié cua nha nudc
(Malcolm F.McPherson, 2020). Hé théng van ban luat phap qua nhiéu, rat phirc
tap, nhiéu nhung khong du. T nghi quyét chi thi cua trung wong dang dén céc
tinh bo, quan b, luat caa Qudc hoi xao nau chi theo nguyén tic va theo chi
thi. Nhung vé chat lugng cia déng luat phap dé lai qua té, 16n xon, kho hiéu,
vi khong rd rang, nhiéu nhung khong day du. Diéu ndy rat khé khan cho vién
chic can bo cé trinh do rat thdp & cap xa huyén, nhut 1a trong hai thap nién
dau, sau 1975.

Vé mat thuec thi lugt phap: bo may cong quyén thi hanh luat rat cong kénh, tong
sb co quan c6 quyén cap chitng nhan quyén sir dung dat 1én t6i con sé khéng
tuong tugng ndi 1a 11.940 co quan (PGS, Tién si Pham hitu Nghi, bai viét:
Phong chéng tham nhiing trong giao dat va cho thué dat & Viét Nam”, dang
trong vebsite: thanhtravietnam. Cac vu vi pham dét dai cho thiy hau hét can
b6 khong c6 dao dtrc hanh chanh, mot diéu can thiét dé kém ché tham nhiing
va giam bét sy tan &c véi dan. Chanh quyén khong minh bach véi dan trong
moi cong doan thuc thi phap luat. Dau tién 1a khong thdng bao, khéng giai
thich can k& luat Ié. Vién chitc mo am trong cong tac lién hé quyén lei dan. Vi
vdy, c6 tinh trang dan khong hiéu lugt thdm chi bi hwéng dan 1am sai ludt.

Vé mat quéc té, khi ¢d nhiéu vién chirc chanh quyén c6 nhimg thai do hay
hanh dong sai trai nhu doi hi 19, hay kéo dai thoi gian qua dang cho mot cong
vu, trong giao dich véi nha dau tu ngoai qudc. Day 1a té hai trong su giao dich
qudc té.

Tom lai bo may cong quyén thuc thi luat 1¢ dat dai trong 50 nim qua, nhirng suy
nghi nhitng hanh d6ng, nhimg muu si, nhing tinh toan, nhiing bién hoa, moi nguoi khi
nhin lai cd thé c6 mot két luan 12 bo may céng quyén do khac biét va dic biét chi co & mot
nudc ¢ nén chanh tri doc dang ton tai that 1au.

5. Vai suy nghi vé cai thién quan 1y dat dai tai Viét Nam
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Nhu trinh bay & trén vé van dé dat dai caa VN, trong qué khtt, nha nuée ¢6 mot sb
lan cai stra vé quan 1y dit dai, nhung chi 1a mot s6 chi tiét vé mat hanh chanh, con nhitng
diém chanh yéu dua ti tham hoa quan trong lién hé dén dat dai gan nhu con nguyén. Vay
trong tuong lai, 1iéu CSVN ¢6 thé 1am sy cai sira mai va manh mé& vé dat dai néi riéng, va
vé md hinh kinh té néi chung, c6 y nghia hon, hitu hiéu hon, hau cé thé h tro thuc sy cho
su phat trién kinh té x4 hoi.

Lién quan van dé nay, cd mét sé dit kién goi cho nguwoi viét ¢6 vai suy nghi:

e Thi nhit, qua c&c nhdn dinh va thinh cau cia nguoi din trong nurdc vé
quyen loi dat dai.

e Thir hai, qua Hién phap 2013 cia VN khang dinh “nguyén tac quyeén lyc
nha nwéc thuge vé nhan dan va kinh té th trieong la dong luc cia sw phét
trien”.

o Thit ba, qua dé nghj ciia mét sé co' quan quoc té, nhw Ngdn hang Thé gidi,
trong “Bdo cdo Ké hoach 2035, cho 20 nam phat trién VN,

o Thur tu, qua cdc sw kién chung toi phan tich ¢ trén. Thir nam, qua nhirng
bién chuyén qudc té.

Nhitng diéu suy ngdm nay nam trong mat sau day: dat dai va ché do XHCN bién
thé, dat dai va bo may Hanh chanh cong quyén, dat dai va sy phat trién cong bang va bén
viing.

5.1. it dai va ché dp XHCN bién thé

Su ddi mai kinh té vao nam 1986 chua du va chua dut khoat, ¢ nhiéu mau thuan,
cho nén VN di phai d6i dién véi nhiéu khé khan va thir thach, trong d6 c6 van dé dat dai.

Sau khi ché @ CS Lién sb sup d6 (1991), VNCS di theo Trung quéc, ché do XHCN
chinh théng phai thay ddi, no da bién thé trén ly thuyét ciing nhu trén thyuc té. Cai mé hinh
méi vé chanh tri va kinh té ma Trung cong goi 1a “Ché do XHCN trong thoi dai méi”. Qua
nira thé ky thir thach, ché do d6 co nhiéu tryc tric 16n, vé vi mo ciing nhu vé vi mé, va can
phai “dbi mgi” nhiéu hon.

Nhu Ngan hang thé gigi (World bank) cé néu ra trong trong nghién ctu vé VN:
“Su d6i mai vé dinh ché s& gia tang cai thién hé thdng quan 1y dat dai cia VN, dua t6i sy
minh bach, va kiém soat duoc tham nhiing” (Institutional reforms will strengthen
Vietnam’s land management system, impose transparency and control corruption), WB
Group (2012).

Thue té tir khi d6i méi kinh té (1986), dat dai ciing nhu nhitng van dé Ién caa qudc
gia nhu su cach biét giau nghéo, nhan quyén, quyén tu do, quyén cdng nhan, c6 nhiéu x&o
tron va suy thoai hon; mac du mac do phéat trién kinh té vé con sb va bé ngoai ¢6 kha hon
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truéc 1986. Trong lanh vuc dat dai néu ché do XHCN bién thé thém budc nira, thi cach
thirc van hanh va quan tri dat nuée duoc cai tién, dat dai co thé dong gop vao su phat trién
kinh té xa hoi binh thuong hon va tdt dep hon.

Trong din bién vé mé hinh kinh té chanh tri, mé hinh x& hoi chanh tri, su lién hé
chic ché giira dat dai va ché 6, c6 ba van dé chanh yéu lién quan: Quyén sé hitu dat dai,
Nguyén tic Dan chi phép tri, va Quyén con nguoi.

5.1.1. Vé Quyén tw hiru dit dai

Tai da s tuyét ddi cac qudc gia da thuc hién cai cach dién dia, ngudi dan van con
quyén tu hiru dat dai. Khong phai cai cach ruong dat 1a moi chuyén duoc tét dep. Bat cong
x& hoi bat cong kinh té van con, it hay nhiéu tiy mirc d6 dan chu ty do, va tly niém tin cua
dan vai chanh quyén va cua chanh quyén véi dan. Nhung dat dai tai do thuc su dong gop
vao phét trién kinh té xa hoi.

D4t dai sau khi tai phan phdi va quan Iy hitu hiéu, con ché do tu hitu, c6 nhiéu céi
loi nhu: Bao vé truyén thong lau doi ciia con ngudi 14 tir khi séng thanh x& hoi, ai ciing
mudn ¢6 quyen gitr tai san riéng ma minh cé dugc. Tinh than cia ngudi sé hiru dat 1én cao
hon khi minh 1am chu thyc sy miéng dat minh canh tac. Khi tinh than duoc 6n dinh nhu
vdy, thi nang xuét 1am viéc ting 1én, kinh té quéc gia phat trién hon. Tht nira, ndng dan
duoc quyeén truc tiép thuong luong ban dat cho ca nhan hay cho cong ty 16n, ma khdng can
tGi trung gian vién chiic chanh quyén. Poi song nong thon dugc cai thién. Do 1a kinh
nghiém caa cac nude phét trién di tir ndng nghiép, nhu Nam Han, Dai loan, Malaysia, v.v...

Nguoc lai, VN XHCN theo ché d6 cong hiru dat dai nén trong 50 nim qua da dua
dén céc tai hai nhiéu hon trén moi binh dién nhu trinh bay & trén. Hé luan noi day 1a dé co
thé phat trién bén vitng, Viét Nam phai thay doi thé ché va dinh ché kinh té sau rong.

5.1.2. Vé nguyén tdc dan cha phap tri

Pang va Nha nuéc VN ludn ty cho ché d6 nay c6 dan cha hon bat ¢ nén dan cha
ctia nudce tu ban ndo. Qua van dé dat dai, dan ching khong thay va nhan dugc cai dan chu
d6 trong thyc té. Dan ching muén c6 mirc d6 dan chua binh thuong, khong cao xa, cin ban
ma thoi.

M3t khac, cac 1anh dao VN thuong ndi 1a van thuc hién nén Dan cha phép tri va
chap nhan sy Dan chi hda thyc sy cho VN, nhu nhidu dé nghi cua co quan qudc té, nhut
la cua cac quéc gia c6 thoa wdc thuong mai voi VN. Lanh dao VN thi cho rang dan chi
phai di kém theo ky luat. Hay ndi cach khac, chanh quyén VN ding nhiéu thir lut tir dang
CS ché tao ra, dé phé bo dan chi biang cach nay hay cach khac.

Thuc té qua cac vu tranh chip dat dai nhu chung ta biét, chanh quyén vi pham luat,
lam nhiéu diéu sai trai v6i dan, ma phan 16n vién chirc khong duoc xét xir phan minh. Con
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ngudi dan khi thuc hién quyén dan cha do luat I qui dinh, thi bi chup mii 1a phan dong, 1a
vi pham luat phap, bi gan la vi pham hinh su.

Duéi mit ngudi dan thi d6 khong phai 13 Dan cha phap tri dang dén. VN can thuc
thi dan chu can ban vé dat dai theo ding nguyén tic dan cha va dung theo Hiép phap va
luat phap cia VN. Vay theo suy nghi, khi ¢ bién thé manh hon, VN can cai sira nhiéu
hon vé thé ché va dinh ché, vé Dan cha hda, thi quyén loi chanh dang cua dan vé dat dai
s€ duoc bao vé.

Nhu Ngan hang thé gidi tai VN d& nghi trong Béo céo nghién cttu cho ké hoach
2035, cdng trinh rat d6 so (500 trang) cd tya dé “Hudng téi Thinh vuong-Sang tao-Cong
bang-Dan chi”, phuong an nghién ciru do Nam Han va Uc tai tro. Trong d6 ¢ hai dé nghi
trich ra ddy: “Phai xay dung thé ché hién dai va hiéu niang”. Va dé nghi mét trong cac muc
tiéu phat trién, VN can huéng téi 1a “Cai sira thé ché”.

5.1.3. Vin dé dit dai va nhan quyén

Mbt trong cac van dé can ban khéc c6 lién hé dit dai 1a van dé nhan quyén. Bao vé
nhan quyén 1a phai bao vé quyén tu hiru dat dai, diéu nay c6 qui dinh trong cong uéc nhan
quyén qudc té ma VN da ky. Ngoai ra, nhitng vu bat bé ti toi nhitng ngudi tranh dau coa
ndng dan, nhitng loi dung chic quyén, dé tham nhiing to 16n vé dat dai, 1a nhitng vi pham
nhan quyén. Tinh trang niy di nhiéu lan cic co quan nhan quyén qudc té nhy Human
Rights Watch da nhan dinh VN 1a mot trong nhitng qudc gia vi pham nhan quyén tram
trong nhirt. Néu chanh quyén VN trong tuong lai, biét ton trong nhan quyén, thi nhimg dau
thuong va thiét hai dat dai s& giam bét.

5.2. Pt dai va luat phap va hanh chanh cong
5.2.1. Khai quat By may cong quyén VN

Thong thudng khi ndi vé bo may Cong quyén la bo may Nha nudc gdm Hanh phép,
Lap phap va Tu phap doc lap nhau. Nhung & VN XHCN thi khac, Chanh tri va Hanh chanh
la mot, hay nhap nhiang vao mét. Cho nén b may cong quyén cé hai bo phan chanh 1a dang
va nha nudc. Ma dang dung trén hét, chi huy cac co quan Hanh phéap, Lap phap va Tu
phap. Diéu niy moi ngudi déu rd, d6 1a hé théng chéanh tri va hanh chanh cua ché do CS.

Qua vén d& dat dai, cac sai pham chéanh yéu la tir b may cong quyén. Cho nén sy
cai thién van nan dat dai 1a phai cai thién bo may cong quyén. Bo may cong quyén theo
kiéu CS la bo may dang va bo may nha nudc, khéng thé tach roi ra dugc, trong cai doi
quan ly hanh chénh.

Céch thong thudng, bd méy cong quyén 12 n6i toi co cau, luat 1¢, nhan sy va phuong
tién hoat dong. Diéu gan nhu 15 rang 1a VN can mot su cai cach Hanh chanh theo nghia
thong thuong, 1 cai té hé thdng co quan Hanh phap. Nhung & VN nhu vy khong du va
khdng thich hop. Phai cting cai té mot ldc hai bé may, vi ca hai bi truc tric. Cai truc trac 1a
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bao gom ca co ciu to chirc, phuong cach thuc hién, thi hanh luat 18, va nhit 1a nhan sy caa
ctia hé thdng. Vi hai bo may song song, ma bo may nha nudéc chi Ia thira hanh, tir viéc 1am
luat toi giai doan thi hanh luat. C6 khi thudc cip nhan mét lic, vé mot van dé nhung véi
hai chi thi khac nhau, mau thuan nhau.

Trong tinh canh nguy@n tic chi huy khong rd rang nhu vay, mudn van nan dit dai
giam bat, thi phai cai to manh hai bd méay quyén lyc két chic nhau theo nguyén tic ché do
CS chinh théng. Van d& khong don gian.

Diém chanh yéu nira di tao ra su phutc tap va lam quyén cua vién chic trong hanh
st cdng quyén la viéc chanh quyén can thiép quéa sau rong vao doi song hay lanh vyc cua
nguoi dan.

Trong nguyén tic cua ché do XHCN thi chanh quyén phai chi huy va can thiép that
sAu rong vao moi lanh vuc dan sy. Nguyén tac nay dé bi loi dung va lam dung, nhut 12 véi
can bd khéng ¢6 su ngay chinh.

Trong qua khw, c6 vai lan VN 1am cudc cai cach Hanh chanh. Muc tiéu chanh cua
céc lan cai cach nay 1a: Huan luyén can bo Hanh chanh vé kién thirc va ky nang caa Hanh
chanh cong. Trang bi vé kién thirc luat phap. Va muc dich 1a tinh gian va hiéu ning cia co
quan céng lap.

Trén thyc té trong 50 nim qua, VN ciing d3 c6 mdy lan Cai cach hanh chéanh
(CCHC). Trong 10 nam dau sau 1975, bo may cdng quyén VN Vé co cau Ian nhan sy rat
khac thuong, rat bat hop ly, mic du CSVN di c6 chanh quyén day du trong 20 nim tai
mién Bic. Bo may cong quyén do6 theo dung khudng mau caa ché do XHCN chinh thong.
Vé nhan sy thi thiéu trdm trong, va ning luc rat kém vi nhitng can bo nim cac chac vu
chénh tri va hanh chanh cia dang bg, co cau chanh quyén tir tinh, dén quan xa, phudng hau
hét déu tir trong bung ra, trinh d6 hoc van rit thap. May nam sau, c6 dugc mot s6 nhan vién
kha hon, nhung rat thiéu vi sy dao tao & mién Bic rat han ché vi nhan luc da tiéu hao 16n
trong chién tranh. Mot trong nhitng nguyén do suy sup toan dién kinh té x& hoi vao cac
nam 1985, 1a van dé nhan su cua bo may cam quyén vira thiéu kha ning vira gian ac voi
dan.

Sau khi d6i méi, tinh hinh kinh té x& hoi c6 thay d6i, va cong thém yéu té qudc té,
bo may hanh chanh cé qua nhiéu khuyét diém, n6 khéng 1am tron nhiém vu cta giai doan
méi. Vi vay CS VN bt budc phai c6 mot s6 “Cai cach Hanh chanh”. Vi mé hinh cua bo
may cong quyén VN Ky la va phtc tap, nén nhitng nguyén tic cua Cai cai Hanh chéanh
thong thudng khé &p dung hau c6 nhiéu két qua. DU thé ndo, du van kién dinh véi ché do
doc tai, hay du van 6m quan niém “doi gi thi d6i midn khéng mét dang 1a duoc” nhu khang
dinh trong dai hoi dang 1986. Tinh trang bo may hanh chanh lang nhiang nhu thé cir kéo
dai. Cho nén mudn c6 tién bo thuc sy thi VN can cd cude thay doi bo may cong quyén
manh m&. Mot su cai cach vé moi mat, ché khong thé chi Ia tinh gon co cau.
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5.2.2. Cai cach Hanh chanh VN trong qua khiz.
VN cai cach hanh chanh qua hai ké hoach:

e Thu nhitt 12 nhitng cai tién ty VN thyuc hién. Nhu thanh 1ap Hoc vién Hanh
chanh Quéc gia. Sau 1975, VN ¢6 Hoc vién Hanh chanh Quéc gia & Ha hoi
va phan bo ¢ Saigon. Muc dich 12 nhim dao tao va huan luyén cach thuong
xuyén cho khéi cong chirc qua dong dao.

e Thir hai 1a VN nho vién trg ctia co quan qudc té va mot sé qudc gia nghién
clu va ¢b van trong muc dich cai to b may Hanh chanh cong quyén theo
mo thirc tan tién trén thé gioi.

Trong ké hoach nho bén ngoai, c6 phurong an ctia Chuong trinh phat trién cia Lién
hiép quéc (United Nations Development Program - UNDP) nghién cau cho VN, tir 1994,
Muc dich chanh 1a tinh gian va cai t B6 may Hanh chanh; chuong trinh huan luyén va dao
tao can bo Hanh chanh qua chwong trinh Hanh chéanh tan tién, cai chinh luat I& hanh chanh.

Ngan hanh thé giéi va Ngan hang Phét trién A chau da vién trg cho chwong trinh
cai tién va tu dong héa trong co quan hanh chanh VN.

Céc phuong 4n khac tir mot s6 qudc gia, nhu Thuy dién va DPan mach gilp nghién
ctru b may hanh chanh cong quyén. Pay 1a nhitng ké hoach tét thong thuong tai nhiéu
qudc gia dang phat trién da thuc hién.

Nhung thuc té, sau khi c6 nhitng chwong trinh cai cach dé, su thuc hanh khéng cé
két qua nhu mong mudn. Nhu mot s6 can bo khi tét nghiép Hoc vién Hanh chanh Quéc gia
hay sau khoa tu nghiép hanh chéanh, cho rang c6 khéc biét gita ly thuyét va thuc té cua bo
may dang van hanh.

Nhu ¥ kién cua dai hoc Princeton trong nghién ciu nén hanh chanh VN (Policy
leaps and implementation obstacles: Civil service reform in Vietnam), tac gia la David
Hausman, 2010, ¢6 nhan xét “Chanh quyén VN khong phan biét vién chirc dang va cong
chirc nha nude”, va nhan xét vé tuyén dung cdng chirc & VN: “Céc co quan it khi dang tin
tuyén dung cong khai”... “...Tuyén chon khong dua vao tiéu chuan dao dirc, ma dya vao
Iong trung thanh véi dang”.

5.2.3. Y kién vé cdi cich hanh chdnh trong twong lai

VN nén va c6 thé 1am cudc cai cach bo may cong quyén toan dién va hitu hiéu hon,
dic biét trong quan 1y dat dai. Do 1a van d& can phai 1am, néu VN mudn c6 sy phét trién
cdng bang va bén vimg. Va do ciing 13 phan chanh yéu trong viéc “phong chdng tham
nhiing”, mot chu trwong c6 v& quyét liét trong 10 nim qua.

B6 may hién tai ¢6 qua nhiéu chd hu hong, nén viéc cai d6i phai quyét liét va toan
dién tir cac phan chéanh yéu:
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Tir quan niém chéanh quyén phai can thiép vao nhiéu cong viéc cua dan. Chanh
quyén phai dé tu nhan va dan chiing dong gdp cong stc va tai san cach hop ly va tu nguyén.

Tir co ciu bo may, nhirt 1a cai twong quan va siéu chanh phu cua bé may dang. Giao
lai quyén va minh thi nhiém vu va trach nhiém tirng vién chtic cua Hanh phap Lap phap va
Tu phéap.

Tinh gian hay c6 thé hay bo nhiéu té chuc dan su cua dang thudc su chi huy cuaa
dang va sy tai tro cua nha nuée. Hudng dan cho cac td chic loai x& hoi dan sy doc 1ap vé
diéu hanh va vé tai chanh, va thuc sy hitu ich khdng phai cho dang ma cho dat nuéc.

Tir hé théng phap luat, cai sira that nhidu vé cach 1am va noi dung luat thi hanh luat.
Can c6 Luat Hanh chénh va Toa an Hanh chanh hitu hiéu. Biéu nay cd thé cai stra phan
nao vé su lam quyén, vuot luat, va trach nhiém can bo vién chirc nha nudc.

Tir van dé nhan su, c6 thé néi 1a quan trong bac nhit trong bat cir bo may cong
quyén nao. Van dé nay lién quan t6i su tuyén dung va thang thuong, va ky luat. Bo may
cang tinh gian, nhan sy cang it, do d6 k¥ luat ndi bo cang duoc sir dung tét hon.

Khi néu that 1ong cai cach, that su stra ddi nhitng khuyét diém cua bé may cong
quyén s& dong goép nhiéu cho moi ké hoach va trong hudng di tong quat cua dat nudc, la
thuc hién nén kinh té thi truong thuc sy, 1a dat quyén loi ciia dan 1én trén, 12 tao 1ap va gii
duogc uy tin véi quoc té.

5.3. Dit dai va phat trién cong bang, cin déi va bén viing

Pay 1a van dé 1on va tong quat tir sach lwoc phat trién tir nhitng kinh nghiém cua
céc qudc gia tién b, khai di tir mot nude nghéo. Suy nghi vé su phat trién kinh té xa hoi,
diéu nay c6 lién quan truc tiép hay gian tiép t6i dat dai.

5.3.1. Can bang va cong bang gi#a ndng thon va thanh thj

Nhu chiing ta da biét dat dai 1a mot trong cac tu lidu san xut quan trong. Pac biét
trong trudng hop VN, mét qubc gia nho, dan dong, va co téi 2/3 dan séng khu vuc nong
thdn nghéo va con cham tién. Mic du VN co dat dugc mot sé mat kha vé kinh té, nhung
trén mot sé mat kinh té x& hoi, van hoa, van minh, con c6 nhiéu diéu can phai sira d6i, can
bt kip tién bo chung cua cong dong thé gioi.

Nhin lai, nghiém tdc ty xem xét qua kht, rat ra nhirng bai hoc cua VN, va tiép thu
céc kinh nghiém cua cac qudc gia tién bo, it nhirt co cac diéu can cho cong cudc cai cach
O tuong lai:

Vi ndng dan, bao dam gia ti thiéu cho mot sé ndng san chanh yéu. Khi gia thi
truong xudng thap qua chi phi san xuét, chanh pha cd chéanh sach tro gia. D6 1a bai hoc tir
Dai Loan, chanh quyén bao dam gia ndng san qua té chic Hiép hoi nong dan. O Uc chanh
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quyén cé dai dién trong cac HTX xuat cang quan trong, dé hudng dan xuit cang va bao
dam gia xuat cang.

Vé dau tu cong cho ndéng thon nhiéu hon cho ha ting co sé néng thon. Ngoai duong
s4, chuong trinh thuy loi can hiru hiéu hon, dic biét tai ving déng bang séng Ciru long,
vling rat quan trong chang nhiing cho VN ma cho thé gidi vé san luong lua gao, trong tinh
trang c6 nhiéu khé khin hién nay va tuong lai.

5.3.2. Can bang va tai phan phéi tai chanh coéng, va sdn lweng va tai
nguyén quéc gia

Véi ché do XHCN, su can bang phat trién va su hitu hiéu tai chanh cong khéng dé
dang va khong hop 1y nhu ching ta biét trong 50 nim. Nhung mudn ¢6 sy ¢éng bang va
bén viing trong phat trién kinh té xa hoi, mot trong nhitng diéu can yéu phai nghi dén 1a su
phan phdi, diéu hanh tai chanh, vién tro, san lugng quéc gia cach cong bang, minh bach,
va hiru hiéu. C6 t&i 65% quéc doanh bi 18 trién mién, vi vay qudc doanh chiém 70% cua
tong sé ng xau. Mot s6 qudc doanh 16 mét qué nhiéu nhu Tap doan kinh té Vinashin, dong
tau bién, 16 mat gan 4 ty my kim (2010), Téng cong ty khac Vinaline, chuyén van duong
bién, 15 mat 2 ty my kim (2012).Tinh trang quc doanh nhu vay tir nhiéu chuc nam nay, 1a
géanh niang caa nha nudc, va bit cdng vai khu vuc kinh té tu doanh va khu vuc nong thon.

C6 rat nhiéu nong dan khong vay dugc tién chanh thic & ngan hang, ma phai vay
& tin dung chui vai lai xuat rat cao.

5.3.3. Nhan luc

Nhan lyc la van d& quan trong bac nhat, trong may chuc nim qua. Dan sé tré &
ndng thdn thira, trong khi d6 cac nha dau tu ngoai qudc c6 kho khan trong tuyén dung nhan
cdng co tay nghé thich hop voi nhiéu nganh céng nghé mai. Su huan luyén dio tao nhan
lyc tir néng thén rat quan trong theo kinh nghiém cua cac qudc gia “con cop kinh té” da di
qua. Trong giai doan dau cua phat rién kinh té x& hoi, nhiéu nudc coi viéc phai dao tao cac
k¥ su hay cong nhan cé tay nghé quan trong va uu tién.

5.3.4. Chon lwa wu tién phdt trién

Trén nguyén tic thong thuong, va theo kinh nghiém nhiéu quéc gia, muén co su
phét trién thuc sy tét dep va bén virng 1a phai dat duoc sy phat trién vira s6 luogng vira 6
chat luong. Trong mot giai doan nao do, c6 thé cac tda nha 20-30 ting, hay duong xe lia
cao tdc dac tien, hay c6 nhiéu ty pha do la, hay nhitng khu gia cu rat cao gia, chua phai wu
tién hon nhitng cdy cau qua kinh rach, nhimg ngéi truong lang hiu hic, nhiing cong ranh
nhitng con dudng bi ngap lut trong thanh phd. Pau tu vao nhitng du &n cong xir dung nhiéu
cong nhan thi tét hon trong giai doan c6 that nghiép cao.

Vé doanh nhan khu vyc kinh té tu, 13 mét thanh phan quan trong trong phét trién
kinh té can bang va bén viing. Trong cac qudc gia c6 nén kinh té tu do, chanh quyén rat
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coi trong doanh nhén tu ddng thoi ciing c6 nhiéu bién phap ngin chin bét sy sai trai lang
doan cuia mot s6 doanh nhan khong dao dirc. Cho nén ¢6 can khéi doanh gia chan chanh
c6 mirc do tai chanh triéu my kim hon 1a vai chuc ty pht d6 la nhung lai dau tu qué 16n
vao nganh khong uu tién.

V& wu tién dau tu, ké hoach phét trién, vi tai nguyén c6 gigi han, nén bét budc phai
chon nganh wu tién, tirc nganh cé hiéu qua dau tu cao, anh hudng tét dén nhiéu nganh khac,
cin ban cho phat trién 1au dai va bén viing. D6 nhu 13 cic nganh: cong nghé yém trg ndng
nghiép. Con nganh wu tién cho xudt cang nén chi trong nganh dién tir, may mac va nguyén
lieu may mac (bong vai to sgi phai nhap 80% tir Trung qudc), ché bién dau thd, quing
nhdm, quing sat trong nudc, hon 13 dua qua cho Trung qudc ché bién.

Tom lai, ching toi nghi, mudn cd su phat trién can bang va bén viing thi chanh
quyén trong vai tro diéu hudng, can huéng din dau tu cong va tu, vao nhitng lanh vuc uu
tién va thiét thuc, vira gidp phat trién kinh té, vira cai thién cdng bang xa hoi.

Sau cuing, chung t6i nghi, con dudng phat trién Viét Nam tuong lai, ma moi nguoi
mong wdC va hy vong, 1a can va nén dit trén nguyén tac Dan ban va Dan toc.

Nguyén Ba Loc
Cali, Thang giéng, nam 2025
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CHUYEN cU KHONG ROI
UYEN THAO

Khép miit co quén doi chién si

Lam than cdy co guc ven bo

Chot nghe tir ddy hon thwong tich
Ving tiéng kén truy diéu mong xwa ...
e THANH NAM

T ran Phong Vii chuyén cho t6i may dong thu cua Db Manh Tri cho biét anh c6
cam giac nhu vira nghe nhimg 10i tran trdi khi doc bai viét cua t6i. Toi khong

hiéu diéu ndo trong bai viét nao goi cho P& Manh Tri cam giac d6, chi thiy dau
oc tréng tron.

Hoan toan bat dinh, toi md to bao cil vira nhd Ta Quang Khoi tim dwgc. Dap vao mat
t6i 12 bai viét ctia Tran Phong Vil tir ngdt 30 nam trudc. Cubi bai ghi ngay 22-11-1974,
tron 24 gio trude khi to Séng Than phat hanh s gia tir doc gia vi khong con phuong tién
xuat ban sau may thang bi tich thu lién tuc. Rt nhanh, t6i bdng thay minh dang ngbi tai
cin phong trong ngdi nha s6 133 dudng V6 Tanh, Sai Gon qua cac dong chit ciia Tran
Phong Vi

“Chudng dién thoai reo vang. T i dau ddy bén kia, giong Uyén Thao tram tram quen
thuoc: “Tui tao quyet dinh xong réi.” Toi tr hit khong dam hoi thang, muon chay tron sw
thwe. Nhung tiéng Uyén Thao vé ra nhie nhdt biia nén ngot trén 6 kinh: “Phdi dinh ban.
Khong con cach nao khac.”

Téi ngoi im, nhin sitng vao khodng khéng. Bdt déng ... Téi nghi téi nhitng ndm
thang céng tac véi Song Than, to bdo ma cd ngueoi lam ciing nhw nguoi doc khéng khoi
hanh dién vi lgp trieong dirt khodt, dieng dan va ciing vi néi dung lanh manh khé kiém
gitta thoi budi nhiéu nhwong, vang thau lan 1én nay. To bdo da lam gi nén t6i? Ngueoi
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viét ciing nhir nguoi dong gép mé héi, cong sirc cho to bdo da lam gi nén téi ma phai
nhén chiu két cudc bi tham nhu vay?

Khéng won hén, khéng ich ky, khéng chdp nhdn bdt cong ha khdc, yéu chudng dan
chii tw do, muon dwoc soéng cho ra séng. .. phdi chang la mét cdi t6i?”

Bén canh bai ctiia Tran Phong Vi 13 bai viét ciing ngdy ctia Nhat Tién v6i nhiing
dong cudi:

“Chiéu hém nay, téi dwoc doc la thi khan bdo ciia toa soan Séng Than véi déc
gia .... Mdc du tir 3 thang nay, t6i da nhin thdy suw gian khé ma anh em trong toa soan
Song T han phdi chiu dwng, vdy ma téi van cam thdy xic déng sdu xa trudce loi le khan
thiét, chan thanh cua toa soan trong la thu day nghen ngao va nudc mdt dé. Téi tw hoi
vai ba bita nira, néu khéong con phuwong tién dé tiép tuc ra bdo, Séng Than cé thuc s
tdt tiéng thét khéng?

Rong rd trong 40 6 bdo vira qua, tleng néi ciia Séng Than da gady cho nguoi doc
that nhzeu dm huéng. Cho dii Song Than khéng thé ra nita thi tiéng néi dy, am hwong
dy van con déi vang mdi trong long téi, trong long déc gid.”

Giira hai bai viét cua Tran Phong Vii va Nhat Tién 14 14 thu cua linh myc Thanh
- , . Léng:

G g A7 ity Bl e B T “Véin hitu Trimg Duong,
“w‘“ z'_,d,,u,;.. L™t L Toi rung roi, chan nan vo

/ han khi chiéu nay ra sap bdo
el c.n..;.’a;Zt dhos i L s e b khong thay co Song Than. Toi

A . '-{o'yw"-"“:"# ‘L] ”‘"‘;0&3-» > 392 goi cho vén hivu Nhdt Tién thi
dge biét Séng Than bi tich thu
Vi bdi cua toi. Van hitu Nhdt
; > Tién cho biét vi kiét qué tan
Thich Tri | .. A
Thii cung do ‘b.l t;cl:z thu lién tuc,
N —  Song Than chiéu mai sé ra so
cudi réi sau dé sé di vao gidc
ngu ngan thu. Hom kia, ca
Trung Duong, ca Uyén Thao
déu goi dién thoai hoi tham toi
xem da khoi dau chua. ..
— Cha oi! Ba kha chuwa?
4 Giso su Gui bai cho Song Than di.
Nguyén Vin Séng Than chang hy vong
Canh séng thém dwgc bao lau nita
dau. Mong Cha co mat bén
Song  Than trong nhitng

Hoa thwong

Toi chan khong cho hai
Nha tho nguwoi ban ciia t6i néi hét cdu
Vii Hoang Chuong néi ma téi biét né phii phang,
« den 16i qua. TOi vdng 10 hai
ban dé c6 bai....

Bai ciia téi chang viét gi
khiing khiép chi duyét lai tat ca khang thw ciia cdc doan thé da dwa ra tir sau cdi ngay
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31-10-1974, c&c khdng thi dd diege tat cd cdac bdo dang tdi sudt 3 tuan qua. ...

Chi Trung Duong, anh Uyén Thao, anh Ly Dai Nguyén,

Chang 1€ vin ciia Séng Thén chi c6 thé théi w? Cdc anh chi c6 kéo dai cho Séng
Thén it hém nita xem sao. Nhan danh la ngum gdy hai cho Séng Than, téi xin Nirc N6,
Nghen Ngao néi véi, khée véi, than véi tat ca anh em, than hiru, nguoi hang Tam, nhdt
la nguoi hang San hay Tiép Tay, Tlep Sirc cho Séng Than dé Song Than tiép tuc con
dwong xday dung Tu Do, Ddn Chu ma nd da chon.

Song Than Phdi Séng!”’

Bén chit “Séng Than Phai Song” ndi nhau hién 1én tir hang loat thu trich in. Bén
canh thu cua gidm muc Huynh Van Nghi la thu cta hoa thugng Thich Tri Thu, thugng
toa Thich Quang D9, thu cua cu
Nguyén Vin Luc, cta luat su Bui
Tudng Chiéu, cua hoc gia Nguyén
Hién Lé, nha vin Binh Nguyén
Loc, nha tho Vii Hoang Chuong...
va cia mot nit sinh tén Nguyén Thi
Hoang Kim da guri cho toa soan
Séng Than 1000 dong 1a s tién em
dé danh mua d6i dép méi. Em bao
c6 thé mang d6i dép cii mét, hai

Kinh chuz Amh Em Ba. Prdn Tip
Yhit Bay -9:’&1 Tha., Suide ludn Luss LT AP R muc
ver Ay Hbng pheny 58 Gny 4y chan 4y

J‘f-'gm 2. 424934

Krwdas Hoguh val sigls
Qe e PRe 4 Bapem

\M...k.\,_‘}.,..

Tisid Hie chic. SONF AN rew HF
L) eung 44?_—4»« Fonl Yl vF amd

- ‘
L i 3080 %o - Viajm oe #4947 | thiang nita trong khi Song Than
e dang can ti€p tay dé con hoi tho...
o Ty A Bén chit Séng Thdn Phdi Séng

cling 1ap lai noi bai viét tir cac bao
Chinh Lugn, Cong Luan, T rcfng
Den, Nghi Lugn...
va con 1a twa dé mot bai viét ciia bao
Pai Dan Toc.

Am vang bén tiéng day t6i i

b L ke Moy BT
% .{me
S

24 ,:lx.:,/m; LS xu k]

- . —e ‘ . ~ A . 5 \ y \ A
£ 4::?&“ 8 mai ve sinh hoat cua to bao ma Lé
Anwds eliassy % ety Thi¢p ghi trong mot bai dai trén so

/ M bao tir ngot 30 nam trude, ngay
Ay 24-11-1974, dang trai truGc mat
Ko v e t61 lic nay. Lé Thiép m& dau bang

161 nhic toi ludn nghe thud do:

“_ T6i thdy khéng nén dang bai éng Liéu. Tranh voi chang xdu mdt ndo.

— Tao nghi khéc. Pady la mét trdc nghiém véi chinh sach théng tin. Ong Liéu chi
ddt vdn dé thdo lugn vé thanh phan thir ba... Cé nhiéu diéu dang thao ludn lam chit.

— T6i thdy éng platonique! Khong c6 gi dé thdo ludn hét.

— Thé may lam bdo dé lam gi?

— T6i lam bao cho ong Sau Cao ban, khong lam bao cho Canh Sat Qudn 3.

— Durng gio tro bay. Tao la xep, tao cho dang.

Tuyén bé xong, Uyén Thao cam bai cua Nguyén Liéu cho vao xdp bai dé san cho
Tan Typo. Téi rit mét diéu Kool. Trén doi cé thir thube 1a nao téi ghét nhdt thi phdi la
thir thuéce nay. The the, gdt, nong, chdy khéng hét tan va cdi dau loc cieng nhw que ciii.
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Nhu’ng xép toz ong Uyen T) hao wong, nganh laz hut cdi cua khi d6. Téi hét thube va hét

Téi bong chua x6t cho cdi than phan cua kiép lam bdo ¢ xit nday va thdy nguwoi nhe
hang, di nhuw khéng cham ddt, ngoi nhw ngéi trén may. T6i khong con la toi nita, rd roi
mét moi. Tuy linh cam thdy nguy hiém nén khéng muon dang doan tzep bai cua ong
Li¢u, nhung tur tham tam, 16 dongy voi ong Thao.... Toi bong cam thdy minh gia di,
nhu xum xuong Buéi chiéu buon nan tréi. Uyén T hao va toi ngoi tro vo trong toad soan.
Ong Thao tram ngam:

— Tao khéng nghi la tao qud khich, nhing c6 thé tao ca tin. Théi, tir nay may quyét
dinh cdi nao di, cdi nao bo.

— Toi chang ngai gi cong viéc cay bira mot nang hai swong. Nheng t6i so' khong
i tham quyén. Dau sao dimg miii thi phdi chiu sao. Rang lén éng!

Hai dira khong noi gi thém, lui cui lam viéc. Ngon den néon lung linh trong cdi
vang ldng khén ciing. Hon 8 gio toi, 6ng Thao dirng ddy:

— Tao thi tao khéng ngai. Vo tao bdt dau chay hang xdch tir dau thang chdc ciing
i rau chdo qua ngay. Nhung thay anh em khé qud, tao buén. Tgi 6 tao cd!

— Théi, éng lam cam thay me! Nhitng dira con ngoi toi gio nay déu la dan hic dén
cing ma 6ng. Téi m&i xin ba cu dwoc may xin, moi éng di nhdu choi.

— Gan tao né phd, long ban tay nat bdy roi, dau con uéng gi dwoc. Toi ndo ciing
thue khuya qua!

— Théi, vé ngii sém di. Mai t6i lo hét cho. Mai téi dén sém, cho éng 8 gio hdy dén.
OK?

— OK. Cam on nhiéu. Con dao may dao nay ra sao?

T6i bét cuoi. Pao vdi dich cdi gi? Séng Than can ho tir lic mé mat dén khi di ngi,
tuan 1é bay ngay, thang 30 ngay, con thi gio nao lo cho dao nita.

— Ong 01, n6 bé téi roi. Ngwm ta dd bé con réi, Chia 0i! Cé dira ndo dién moi meé
mot tén vira rdach vira “mat.” Chi hiic bdy voi ong ciing du dé dao cho de roi.

Sdng hém sau, nhw moi sang, toa soan lai tap ndp nhung Anh Phan, Anh Pién,
Huy Tuong, Tiéu Siéu, Thuc Vién... dao nay it noi it cwoi. Noi gi nira bay gio?

Quad thdt bdo cé thé dinh ban bdt cir lic ndo.

Ngay 30-10 da swa soan di luon.

Ngay 31-10 toa da xit trong khong khi hyc lia nhung roi ciing thodt.

Dd c6 nhiéu hém quan Iy Nhudn théng bdo hét gidy. Toa soan cik lam viéc va cho
do.

Quan Iy Nhudn xoay nhu chong chong, cudi cung ciing vay muon dugc 4 cuon
gidy dit cho mét ngay. Bién phdp tich thu moi ngay nhuw ngon roi qudt manh thém vdo
co do da lung lay, nhuw cha sat mudi vao vét thwong chay mau. Noi gi nita bay gio?

To bdo la ciia chung. Trong to Song Than khéng c6 chii va nguoi lam céng. Moi
nguoi déu la anh em, khéng ai muon to bao di vao céi chét. Nhwng twong lai tam t0i &
phia trieée. Nha tén ndao cé cdi gi qui dem ra ban hét roi. Tivi, tii lanh bién thanh gidy
dé roi canh sdt vé hét. Si tich thu lién mién bat ké Iy tri dd day to bdo dén ché chét. S6
bdo ngay hém qua, Séng Than bi tich thu lan thit 3 trong 5 ngay. Con s6 lam riing minh
nhitng nguoi hiéu biét.

Chiing t6i khéng lam loan. Sw déng gép cua to Song Than véi ché do timg dwoc
chitng t6 trong mia hé do lira 72. Mot minh Séng Than da tran an dw ludn hdu phwong
triede con bdo chién truong. Song Than ting thach dé phdi bé Lé Quang Hoa doi chat
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cong khai. Pé roi gio ddy 5 ngay tich thu 3 lan...N6i gi nita? Hoi thé da tan lui. Sikc
lywc da mon can.

Toa soan hop dé nghe 1oi tuyén bé dinh
ban vi hét tién. Khéng ai ngac nhién, khéng
ai thic mdc. Hinh nhw ching ta no dén 40
triéu roi. Hinh nhw chiing ta da cé vay tdt cd
N nhitng ché 6 thé vay. 5 ngay tich thu 3 lan.
"4 Nhung di khong con tha thiét nita thi nhing
% dn tinh lam sao dé dap lai?

Bac Quéc dd tra lai tién nhudn but.

Cha Thién Hé viét chua, con cho 15
ngan.

Gio quyt dn tinh cua doc gia.

Hai goi tra do mot ba me duwa dén sém
hdém qua.

Mot dée gia & Tran Quang Diéu cho 2000 dong.

Va con nhiéu diéu khong ké hét......

Nhitng an tinh do thi sao?

T6i chan nan bé di khéi toa soan, buée thap bude cao. Téi nghi dén nguoi da diy
toi lam bao.

Muoi nam truoc, ong Tw Chung da guc nga vi dan cua nhitng ké hen nhat so' sy
that.

Ong Tir Chung da bdo trudc vé nhiing nhuc nhan cua nghé bao: "Cac ong dung
6 nhin nghé bdo bang lang kinh mau hong. Cdc éng sé vip 1én vip xuong. Cdc ong sé
bi né danh sic mau mom don mau miii. Cac ong s€ bi boc ot nhuw cu-li bén tau thoi
xua. Cdc ong sé phai lam viéc 14 tiéng mot ngay. van khong du an. Nhung t6i c6 mot
1o néi chdc rang hé ma cdc ong thuce sw yéu nghé thi néu ngd xuong cdc éng lai dirng
ddy, bo ma di, 16t ma téi.”

Khéng biét t6i lét ma t6i dege chang?”’

My chir cudi bai cia Lé Thiép 1a cau hoi t6i phut ndy t6i van khong thé tra 1oi —
dung hon 1a ¢6 tranh tra 16i. T6i biét rd hét thay ching t6i déu khong so bo 1ét hay bi
vui dap. Pay la chon lya tir khi gdy dyng to béo va da 1a dong co thuyet phuc Chu Tu
trong ky hop mat nhimg nguoi lién hé voi to bao tur khip nude vao cudi thang 8-1971.

Dip d6, Chu Tir du tan luc hd trg viéc td chue to bao nhung khong muon to bao co
tén anh.

Anh nhic céc khé khin s& dén véi to bao do chu truong va cac khé khan ma riéng
ban than anh dang gip véi tu cach ngudi cam bat. Cho nén, anh coi nhu hét phan sy
khi chung t6i lo xong moi viéc dé c6 to bao. Anh khong mudn cai tén Chu Tir s& chét
thém ganh ning 1én vai ching t6i khi con dudng chiing t6i di 1a con duong day chong

gai.

Nhung tir Pham Vian Luong, Nguyén Liéu, Tran Huy Phong, Ly Dai Nguyén, Ha
Thé Ruyét... dén cac dai dién dia phuong déu khong mudn vang tén Chu T ké ca khi
thuc t& dung nhu anh noi 1 cai tén Chu Tt chi mang thém ganh ning cho chlng t6i.
Roi cy Pham Vin Binh, cu Trong Nghia 1én tiéng tan trg chiing toi khién Chu Tir danh
nhuong bo, thuan ghi tén vao nhém chi truong véi didu kién “chi gdp mdt trong ba
thang dau théi.”
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T6i bat gap nu cudi cua Tan Dan dang dimg trude micro. Tan Dan lac d6 vira 21
tudi, la nguoi tré nhét toa soan, duoc giao nhiém vu diéu khién chuong trinh cudc hop.

Chu Tu chua n61 dut, Tan Dan véi nu cuoi rang 1 trén moi da yéu cau moi nguoi
thong qua bang mot loat v tay. Hinh anh nu cuoi ciia Tan Dan song lai trong ky trc luc
to1 ngdi bén Vi Anh tai trai to Z.30A. Khoang 1985-1986 Vu Anh vira chuyén trai t
tir Phu Khanh vé nhdt chung tai Z.30A voi t6i da ké vé phut cudi cua Téan Dan tai trai
t Ham Tan cudi ndm 1975:

— N6 khéng trén. N6 co tinh chay thang ra cong trai cho bon kia ban.

Thoi gian d6, Vii Anh bi giam cung trai véi Tan Déan dé chimg kién ban minh ngi
xudng.

Khi bi bén tai trai Ham Téan, Tan Dan méi tron 25 tudi va trude d6 khong 1au con
viét cho t6i may dong chir diy hao himg. Tan Dan viét cho t6i tir mot gbc rimg nao d6
ma Tan Dan tin s€ dem lai cho minh co hoi duoc di tiép con duong da chon. T6i van bi
cho 14 ca tin nhung sau ngay 30-4-1975 bdng ludn dan do ngd vuc. Vi thé, t6i khong
mudn Tan Dan roi thanh phd dé tham gia mot don vi quan doi
Cong Hoa chua chiu budng sing, vira cir nguoi len t6i gap chung
t6i. Nhung Tan Dan khong 1am chii ndi minh. Budi cudi cing gip
t61, Tan Dan noé1 dut khoat:

— Néu phdi o lai, em sé bin vo con réi ban vao dau minh chir
khong chiu néi canh ndy thém mét ngay.....

Du Tan Dan la si quan Biét Dong Quén tai tuyén dau ving I,
t6i van luon bat gip trude mat minh mét sinh vién tré hon nhién.
Ldc nghe Tan Dan ndi may 10i trén, t6i khong con thay nguoi sinh
vién tré c6 mat bén toi thoi gian qua nira. T61 nho lai Tan Dan da — —
quyét dinh khong trinh dién theo 1énh Uy Ban Quéan Quan va chua
tir bo khau sting.

Toi chi con biét nhic Tan Dén:

— Néu ¢é co hoi thi viét cho anh. Nhé goi anh la Hai néu tot lanh, con khong, thi
goi anh la Ut.

Tan Dan da nan not hai chir “4nh Hai” trén may dong chir viét cho toi mot tuan
sau d6. Tuy vay, t6i van chua hét ngd vuc khién V5 Van Quéi ludn 1ap lai cai diép khuc
“Bdt qud thi coi nhw minh cing dwong Tam Bdo” va Lé Trong Uyén gan nhu sing
giong voi toi: “Cir ddn do mai thi lam dwoc gi. Ké ca la cdi bdy thi ciing lao vao.”

Quéi va Uyén la hai luat su tré c6 mat bén Song 7 han t6i ngay cudi cia td béo.
Khi nghe hai nguoi néi, mot cau hoi di noi 1én trong dau t6i: “Co phdi minh dang so
chét?”

Toi tyu tra 101 rat thanh thyc: “Trén doi nay chang 6 ai khéng so chét.’ " Nhung toi
cling thiy rd tir tudi 20 chua bao gid cai chét ngan nodi chon lwa nao cua toi, ké ca khi
t6i phai chon mot canh hét phuong tu vé va cai chét co thé ap t6i tirc khic. Van dé chu
yéu 1a cai chét cia minh c6 thé gitip ndy ndi mot chdi hy vong nhé nhoi nao cho cude
sdng khong? Cho nén toi quyét dinh van sin sang chia xé voi ban bé moi diéu co thé
1am, nhung chua rdi thanh phd t6i khi nhin rd moi chuyén hozc khi 1am canh bi don toi
duong cung.

Nhiing hinh anh gip g& d6 cua thoi khoang néi sau ngay 30-4-1975 Un Un song lai
khi t6i nghe Vii Anh ké vé giay phut cudi doi cia Tan Dan. Nhung rat mau, tat ca déu
chim xudng sau hinh anh nu cudi rang r& cia Tan Dan ma toi bat gip bira nao.
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Mot ¥ nghi bat chot hién 1én: “Minh khéng bao gic con thdy Tan Dan, khong bao
gio con dwoc nhin ny cuoi d‘d‘y fin twong cua né nita!” Cam giac mat mat bién thanh
ménh méng bao phu va toi bong thay don dc t61 muirc kinh hoang.

Cam giac ndy deo dudi toi sudt nhitng ngay ndi tiép, ké ca sau khi toi da roi nha
tu.

Cubi nam 1986, khi Tran Gia Phyung ti tim t6i tai chiia Phap Hoa trong tinh trang
bi quan ché, t6i lai gap lai canh ngéi bén Vi Anh & trai Z.30A. Tran Gia Phung khong
quen biét Tan Dan nhung 12 ngudi & canh Pham Vin Luong va cau chuyén Phung ké
1a gidy phat cubi doi cua Luong tai mét trai th mién Trung nim 1976. Pham Vin Luong
khong tim cach nhan nhimg vién dan nhu Tan Dan ma dung dng chich tu tay dua vao
co thé minh mot chat doc cuc manh.

Trong lac Phung ké, t6i nhé lai budi trwa Pham Vian Luong t6i tim ti ¢ tda soan
tuan bao Poi gitra nam 1970, lac Ha Thic Nhon vira bi ha sat tai Quan Y Vién Nguyén
Hué, Nha Trang.

Luong nghen giong khi toi ngang 1én va ciu néi cia anh 1a nhitng 101 dirt quéang:

— Khéng thé dé cdi chét ciia Nhon thanh vé ich. Phai lam ngay mét diéu gi!

Sau cau n6i, Luong nhu d6 xum xudng chiéc ghé. Toi
khong thé nhan ra nét nao cho thiy ngudi ngdi trude mat
tung la s quan binh chung Nhay Du va dang 1a mdt bac
si, thiéu t4 Quan Y phu trach Khu Giai Phau ctia Quan Y
Vién Duy Tan. Cai chét cia Ha Thuc Nhon khién Luong
1at dat tir Pa Ning bay vé Sai Gon gip toi.

Trong chiéc so-mi cut tay bui bam nhau nat bé long
thong va doi dép cao su, Luong nhu mét ké lam 1 vua
dugc 16i ra tir ham than hay h réc nao d6. Nhung cip mat
Luong noi 1én tit ca ndi dau dén, uat nghen dang vay ham.

Ciap mét d6 da thuc toi lao vao con dudng ma Chu Tir cho
1a day chong gai va khong it 1an D& Quy Toan nhin toi ai
ngai. Toi chua quén 161 Toan lu6n nhic toi tai toa soan
tuan bao Poi lic d6: “Ong dieng song & trén mady nital”’

Khéng hiéu sao t6i ctr nghi du noi bang giong xot xa
lo lang cho t6i, Toan s& rat budn néu toi bo viéc dang lam.

Riéng toi, toi biét chac kho thé ngimg lai. Ngay tai toa soan tudn bao Do, mot budi
trora mot nguoi linh xuat hién, néi véi toi bang giong kho lanh:

— Anh Son nho téi chuyén cdi thw nay lai cho éng.

T6i nhan thu nhung khong biét Son 12 ai. Nguoi linh cho biét Lé Vian Son 1a mot
ha si ciing don vi v6i anh tai Bién Hoa. Tuan trudc, don vi nhan 1énh qua hanh quan tai
Snoul, Cambodia. Khi ra di, ha si Lé Van Son dan néu thay anh ay khong vé thi trao 14
thu cho toi.

Nguoi linh két thuc cau chuyén: “ Khdng ldy dwoc xdc anh dy!”

Téi lac do, toi khong con nhidu cam xtic trude cai chét.

Niam 1955, t6i da ding im bén Sau Cao khi khau sting trén tay anh nha dan lién hoi
vao mdt nguoi ludn coi chung toi 1a ké tir thu dang dting phia trudce.

Niam 1965, t6i di ngoi ling khi chiée tryc thing chd nhom ban vira chia tay chua
day nam phut nd tung ngay trudc mit trén vang troi Pac Co. Ciing ndm 1965, mot toi
mua Dong, t6i di ty nhan chim vao tiéng nhac tai Cau Lac Bo Phuong Hoang, Pleiku
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khi nghe bao ngudi ban hen gip toi khong thé toi. Loi hen dua ra luc 4 gio sang khi
chung t61 gap nhau chdp nhoang tai phi truong Cu Hanh, nhung ngudi hen tan xac luc
10 gio.

Tuy vy, t6i da chét lang khi nghe nguoi linh két thuc cau chuyén vé ha si Lé Vian
Son.

Trong bao thu Son gti cho t61 ¢6 300 dong — bang 6 My kim theo thoi gia lic d6
— v6i manh gidy hoc trd nguéch ngoach may chir viét voi “gop mot s6 von cho nhom
Ha Thiic Nhon ra bdo dé néi lén tiéng néi cia ngwm dan.”

Ha si Lé Vin Son khong thoat vong may rii chung cua hét thiy, nhung khong quén
cac diéu vuot khoi khuon han doi song ca nhan. Co thé anh da linh cam minh khong vé
nira va may chit viét voi kia chinh 1a 16 tréi cudi cung. T6i Van nghe vang 1oi nhac cua
Do Quy Toan, nhung tu hiéu khong con tr¢ Iyc nao bude noi toi ngung lai. SO von tdi
thiéu dé to bao ra mat 1a 20 triéu dong twong tu mot dai dwong ménh méng trong khi
khé khin chat ngat nhu nai. Nhung 300 dong cua ha si Son tré thanh tiéng thét khong
dugc chun chén.

Nhiing tiéng thét kiéu nay gan nhu cét 1én hang ngay tur khip cac mién dat nudc.

Tt Quang Nam, Kiéu Xuan Tuit giri cho t6i 50 déng véi vai dong tu ké vé minh.
Tuét - dang song bang viéc ban kem dao tai thanh phd nhung qua bao chi da blet nguyén
do dan dén cai chét cuia bac si Ha Thuc Nhon va mong dugc gop phan tiép ndi viéc ma
bac si Ha Thiic Nhon da lam. Kiéu Xuan Tuét to y tiéc chi gom ndi von ven 50 dong
— bang 1 My kim — nhung mong chiing t6i s& di tdi cudi hudéng dudng chéng tham
nhiing cua Ha Thic Nhon.

Tir Pa Néng, khi toi ngd ¥ mudn gip mot nguoi guri thu hira gop 3000 dong cho to
bao dy tri, Pham Van Luong phai hoi tham nhiéu 1an méi dit ndi toi téi can nha nam
sau trong mot con hém day ngoc ngach. Chung toi duge dua toi gian phong mdi bé chi
khoang hon ba thudc ngan bang cac manh vai nhan nhum dé ngdi chd chii nha di kiém
ngudi ching t6i can gap.

Do 1a mot ¢o gido, tén T Loan.

Chu nha cho biét Ta Loan dang song bang viéc day kém v& 1ong chir nghia cho
mot s6 em nho khu x6m. Tbi siing ngudi trudc con heo dat dit trén chiéc ban ké giita
phong.

Con heo dit choang manh gidy v&i may chit ghi: “Tién dé danh gép cho éng Uyén
Thao.”

Cau chuyén trong budi chiéu tan tai con hém tbi tim ¢ Pa Ning va cai nhin nhu
mat hiit vao khoang khong ctia ngudi thiéu phu tré da chat thém vao tam tu t6i ndi am
anh tir may dong chir cua ha si Lé Vin Son.

Ta Loan méi ngoai hai muoi tudi dang mang manh bang tang trudc nguc.

Chién tranh di cudp mat cha me cd va vira cudp thém chong cd 1a mot ngudi linh
tién don ¢ Quang Nam. Luc nay ngudi than duy nhat con lai bén ¢ chi 1a dira con nho
moi tron ba tudi. Co khong biét twong lai hai me con s& ra sao véi cudc song bap bénh
hién tai, nhung ty thay phai chia xé v6i chung toi trong cong viéc dang theo dudi.

Pham Vin Luong im ling trong khi t6i khong biét néi gi.

Mang sdng va udc vong nho nhoi ctia con ngudi trén khip nude di trd thanh béo
bot tir khi to1 con 1a mot dia tré va tiép tuc tré thanh béo bot to1 lac nay. To1 nhé lai
budi chiéu trén duong tan cu roi Ha Noi cudi nam 1946, ca bay hoc tro nho ching toi
duogc din t6i bai dat tréng trudc cong huyén Chuong My, Ha Pong dé chung kién mot
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viéc ma t6i cudi doi t6i chic van khong quén. Chung t61 chen gitra dam dong hop thanh
vong tron bao quanh mdt nguoi bi bude phai quy g6, hai tay bi troi quat ra sau lung.
Hinh anh khong roi ky tre t61 1a ludi ma tdu vut chém xubng gay nguoi dang guc dau
va am vang cac tiéng ri khong biét phat ra tir dau.

L1 nho chung toi chi kip bung mat chay tir tan trong mé sang va sudt nhiéu ngay
sau khong dadm nhin Ve manh dét kia. DU luén duoc nghe giang giai du diéu, nhung toi
biét mii mai d6 1a ndi kinh hoang ngoai strc chju dung véi toi.

Nam 1956 tir Sai Gon, t6i duoc tin chd toi & qué nha di tu treo cb dé tranh bi dat
vao gilta mot vong nguoi nao d6. Toi nghi chu toi cling khong chiu ndi ndi kinh hoang
va chét lang khi tuong tugng ngudi xung quanh toi, bén canh t6i ngay tai Sai Gon luc
nay s& bi ddy vao giita ndi kinh hoang d6, du & vi thé nao — vi thé cta t6i luc dang trén
duong tan cu nim 1946 - 1947 hay vi thé cta cha toi sau nay trong cudc Cai Cach
Rudng Pit & mién Bic nim 1956.

T6i gap lai dung mdi wu tu ctia minh noi mot si quan tré trén mat tran Sa Huynh
dau ndm 1966. Vao luc cung dya lung dudi chlen hao, chuan uy Nguyen Vin Phan ké
vé 1y do khién Phan bo doi sdng hoc trd dé cam stng chi vi so thdy ngudi than phai roi
vao canh ngd nhu gia dinh chu toi:

— Phai gop sivrc chung lo cung moi nguoi chir!

D6 13 ¥ nghi dua Phan t6i chd chung t6i dang c6 mat. Toi
khong biét sé phan Phan ra sao, vi ngay sau d6 ban than toi
phai nhd ngudi chi huy ctia Phan 1a trung uy V6 Pang Diéu
(%) t61 kip m&i con hoi thé. Loi 18 hdn nhién cia Phan khién
t6i nho lai cau chuyén voi dai td Nguyén Van Hiéu tham muu
truong Quan Poan 2. Hon mot thang trude khi cd mat tai Sa
Huynh, t6i da nghe dai ta Hiéu dé cap toi cing mbi ban khoin
cua to1 tr mot khia canh khac.

Bita d0, t6i tir Phu Bon tré vé Bo Tu Lénh Quén DPoan, toi
gap ong.

Troi gan ti. Phong viéc vang hoe. Pai ta Hiéu hoi t6i vé
cac chi tiét quanh bién ¢ Fulro dang dat toan bd Ving 2 vao
thé cang thang roi dot ngdt nodi vé cude ddi dau hai mién Nam
- Bac. Khong gidu vé chan nan, 6ng noi: “Chiing ta sé thua,

Thiéu twé'ng Nguyén

Van Hiéu

anh a!”
Ong giai thich y nghi ctia minh:

— Ho thua kém ta moi thir tir kién thirc t6i trang bi. Nhung ho lam viéc 24 gio cho
muc dich cua ho, con chung ta chi dwa vao cong viéc dé vui choi hodc muru loi cd
nhan.

T6i khong hiéu dai ta Hiéu c6 4n dinh gidi han cho hai tiéng “chiing ta” khong,
nhung ngay sau khi gip chuan uy Phén, t6i dd thdy viéc dinh giéi han tr¢ thanh can
thiét.

Hai tiéng “chiing ta” ma dai t4 Hiéu nhic khong thé gdm ca nhiing ngudi nhu
chuan uy Phan, nhu bac si Ha Thuc Nhon, nhu nguoi ban kem Kiéu Xuan Tuét, nhu ha
si Lé Van Son, nhu c6 gido Tu Loan..... Va ca chinh dai ta Nguyen Vin Hiéu vé sau
tr¢d thanh vi tuéng luon dugce bao chi nhac t6i nhung da phai chét uat tc vao ngay 8-4-

(%) V& sau, t6i dwge biét trung Uy Diéu dang sdng tai San Jose va lam tho véi bat danh Ha Ly Mac.
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1975. Neu khong thé gi61 han cho hai tiéng “chiing ta” thi chi co thé nghi “chiing ta
dang méc chimg binh tram kha.

T& bao do chung t6i dang chuan bi khéng con 13 to bao ma chinh 1a tiéng gao thét
kéu goi quyét tAm chita lanh binh d¢ kién toan than xac hau du stc chan quét ndi kinh
hoang tham khdc di phu tram dat nude tir nhiéu ndm thang ma tudi tho cua toi bat gip
tir cudi Pong nim 1946.

Dé tiéng gao d6 c6 thé cat 1én, chung t6i khong chi phai vuot qua céi dai duong 20
triéu dong ménh méng ma con ddi mat voi nhidu thir khé khin khac.

Khu phé Cong Quynh da co lac bi co lap dé Canh Sat tran ngap toa soan tun bao
Poi cit ngang budi trao d6i v6i cac dai dién sinh vién trong Tong Hoi Sinh Vién Sai
Gon.

V& dudng Vovinam Hoa Lu cta vé su Tran Huy Phong d3 c6 lac bi bao nghet gitta
vong vay Canh Sat Da Chién dé pha v& cudc hop mit voi cac thuong phé binh, nhimg
ngudi dang mang cac vét thuong nhire nhdi cua dit nude trén than xac con chua voi
dau nhue.

D3 c6 lac Pham Vin Luong phai cam trai lyu dan rat chét, sin sang cho nd tung
cung than xac minh dé t6i duoc tru s& Quéc Ho1 bay to thai do dut khoat khong chun
budc cua chung toi.

Thu tuc vé gidy phép ra bao von don gian ciing dit chung t6i trén doan duong day
ham ho.

To bao lue dau dy tri mang tén chu nhiém Ha Thé Ruyét phai doi qua tén Nguyén
Tuyén, rdi lai doi qua tén Trung Duong dé gidu kin tung tich.

Cubi cung, chudi ngay nghet tho cling qua.

Chiéu 24-9-1971, s bao Song T) han dau tién duoc gui téi ban doc.

Luc chép choang t6i, anh Nguyén Pirc Quynh dot ngdt xuat hién ngay bén diy
may in, ndm ban tay t6i, ndi bang giong xuc dong:

— Bay 810 101 ¢o nhdm mat ciing yeén long. It nhat thi cac
cdu dd c6 diéu kién dé noi lén nhitng diéu can néi. Rang gitr
cho to- bdo dirng chét.

T6i van nghi trong 16p cam but dan anh cua t61, anh
Nguyén Dtic Quynh la nguoi ludn tran tro vé cac dién bién dé
ning cudc séng chung ctia dat nude. Lac anh Quynh néi
nhitng 16i trén véi toi & nha in Nguyén Ba Tong 1a lic Do
Ngoc Yén dang thay mit toa soan don tiép quan khach va ban
bé t&i du budi hop mat chao doi cua to bdo tai Trung Tam Van
But Viét Nam.

To6i khong biét ltic d6 Yén noi gi nhung chac chan Yén
khong thé hinh dung phut cudi ctia t& bao nhu cac bai in trén sd bao ngay 24-11-1974
dang hién ra trudc mat toi.

T6i da khong thé 1am dugc diéu nhac nho tir anh Quynh.

Luc nay nh¢ lai, toi chi mumg la anh Quynh da vinh vién ra di trudc ngay cubi cing
cua to bao. It nhit, anh d3 khong thit vong vao lac nham mat, du thyc té hét sirc phil
phang. Toi van chua quén glua nam 1974 trong con mé tinh chdp chon trude khi trat
hoi thd cudi cing, anh di sai Kinh tic ky gia Duy Nhén, con trai Gt cta anh, di kiém
toi.

Nha vin
Nguyén DPirc Quynh

Trén chiéc giuvdong nho ke gitra nha, anh khong con gilr nét nao cua dng gia quac
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thude voi cap mat sang ruc.Toi nam ban tay lanh ngat cta anh, nghe anh thi thao:

— Chién tranh sé hét théi. Hay rang 80p sue gitf cho khong c6 canh chém giét hay
hanh ha dong bd0. Dédn minh khé qud roi!

Chi khong ddy 6 thang sau khi nghe 10i trdi d6 ciia anh Quynh, t6i ddi dién véi cac
dbng thu cao ngit luon lap lai bdn tiéng “Séng Than phdi séng.” Loi nhic nay khong
khac 101 tréi cuia anh Nguyén Dtrc Quynh, nhung dit toi truée mot viée vuot khoi tam
tay.

T6i khong con du st voi téi du dugce tiép trg bai rat nhidu nguoi.

Nhing cay but thudc cac thé hé di trudc nhu Nam Dinh, Ngoa Long, Tran Tan
Qudc di c6 mit bén canh. Nhitng nguoi vo danh trén khip nude lién tuc guri vé toa soan
cac goi qua, cac s tién 16n, nho. ..

Cac hing thong tin qudc té loan tin t6 chirc “House of Freedom quyét dinh ting
b&o Song Than danh hiéu Ngoi But Vang trong nam — Golden Pen 1974.”

Hon ntra triéu ngudi bat chap 1énh gidi nghiém, xuong duong pha cac nit can bang
xe tang, kém gai cua canh sat dé toi toa 4n bay t6 wdéc mudn duge thiy anh sang Cong
Ly trong phién xtr t& bao ngay 31-10-1974 va hon 200 luat su da nhan dimg ra bién ho
cho td bao trong phién toa va ca phién toa du tinh ké tiép ngay 28-11-1974.

Lich st phap dinh va bao chi Viét Nam ciing nhu thé gi6i chua timg c6 su kién
tuong ty.

Tuy nhién moi chuyén déu tré thanh vé ich trude cai 1énh hanh chanh “quyét dinh
thu hoi gidy phép xudt ban " t& bao. T& bao da bi sat hai va chét thuc sy khong b thiéu
phuong tién, thiéu ¥ chi. T61 tung bi gan ten “nguoi giét bdo” da tro 1 voi cai chét cia
nhiéu t& bao, nhung su ving mit to Séng T han bién t6i thanh ngo ngan khién c6 1an DS
Ngoc Yén gip t6i cdm nin dung trén cau thang, da nhéc:

— Anh chiu kho cwoi lén mot chut. Luc nao ciing dam chiéu thé thi kha sao dwoc.

Chang bao gid t6i mudn 1am nguoc 161 DS Ngoc Yén, nhung thyc té va ¥ mudn
thuong lu6n xa Céch Ngay tu phut dau gay dung to Song T han, t0i da nghi day khong
han la to bao. Du Van nam trong khuén kho nghé nghiép, nhung to bao gan nhu hoi tho
can thiét cho cudc sdng gan bo voi ude nguyén chan thanh nhat tir moi nguoi dang co
mit trén dai dat Viét Nam.

T6i chot thdy qua dung nhu DS Quy Toan timg nhic.

Cudc song d6 rd rang “d trén mdy.” Nhung chinh vi thé ma moi ngudi déu mong
thdy no hién hinh trén mat dat. T6i nhé téi nhimg cai tén ky dudi cac la thu gui ve toa
soan. Bén cac luat gia, hoc gid, van nhan, nghé si n6i danh 1 nhitng ngudi quan quanh
gilta cat byi bo duong. Bén hoa thuong Thich Tri Thu va cac thugng toa Quang Do,
Ptc Nhuan... 1a gidam muc Huynh Vin Nghi va nhiéu linh muc ludn cau xin binh an
cho cude séng...

T6i nhé téi anh dude bap bung trong cac dém khong ngi ciia tin d6 nhiéu dia phan
giao dan Cong Gido tir Tan Sa Chau, Go Vép té1 Bién Hoa..... cung cac hdi doan Phat
tir thuoc Giao Hoi Phat Giao Viét Nam Théng Nhat véi mong mudn soi sang cho cac
lwong tAm mo t6i va kéu gao cong 1y cho nhitng ngudi dang cd néi 1én tiéng noi trung
thyc cua nguoi dan. Bén canh nhiing nguoi do, toi cling khong bao gio quén nhiing anh
em thuong phé binh v&i hinh hai khong con nguyén ven van sat canh cung chung toi
gitra cac cum khoi lyu dan cay, cac tran mua gach da kinh hoang...

Khong phai to Séng Than da 16i cudn moi ngudi ma chinh vi hét thay déu thay can
giit hoi thd ém dém cho cudc song ban than va dong loai, vi hét thay déu khong thé bo
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tay cAm nin trude cac tinh hudng bat cong ha khic va khong thé hén mat cai dau trudce
moi mbi de doa ap ché...

Gitr ving hoi thé ctia su sdng dung nghia sy séng 1a diéu duwong nhién phai lam v6i
moi ngudi. Y nghi nay khién t6i thiy con hay mat bang hi¢u S6ng Than chang quan
trong gi, nhung ciing biét chic toi kho thé cudi ndi du rat muon theo 10i D6 Ngoc Yén.

Thém nita, con cac an tinh nhu Lé Thiép ghi trong bai viét.

An tinh khong chi goi gon noi nhiing gi t6i nhan duoc cho t6i ngay 24-11-1974,

Cubi ndm 1986, rdi trai th Z30A trd lai Sai Gon, t6i dd gip lai chi Tién 1a mot Phat
tur timg chia x¢ ganh nang voi 01 thud nao. Khi to bao khén dbn vi bi tich thu lién tuc,
thay Thich Tué Hai nhic chi Tién rang giap toi. Chi Tién d4 trao cho t6i 100 lang vang
dé dem ban ldy tién mua gidy. SO tién ngang v6i may traim ngan My Kim thud d6 khién
toi lubn ay nay.

Khi t6i vira roi trai t Z30A, mot ngudi quen tdi chiia Phap Hoa cho hay chi Tién
va may dira con hién dang song rat khé khan vi tai san chi con lai can nha & dudng Hong
Thap Tu. Chdng chi va miy dira con 16n di biét tim trong mot chuyén vuot bién.

T6i thdy can gip chi ngay du chua thoat kiép tu vi con dang phai thi hanh ban an
quéan ché.

Chi Tién dua t6i 1én lau, nhic ngdi trudc ban thd Phat rdi lang 18 dat vao tay toi
mot ndm tién. Khong cho t6i 1én tiéng, chi ndi ngay voi mie binh than la ling:

— Chii dieng nhdc dén mén no véi t6i ngay truede nita. Quén chuyén cii di. Bdy gio
ra khéi nha t0, chl can lo cho sirc khoé. Téi tiée hién chi con sé tién nhé nay, chu cam
ldy mua cdc thir vdt vanh can thiét.

Cung thoi gian trén, mot budi toi, mot nguoi la toi chua Phap Hoa tim gép va hoi toi:
“Co phai Uyeén T hao khéng?” Sau cai gat dau nghi ngai cua t61, ong quay ra lay goi do
budc sau chiée xe dap dung trudce cira chia. Om goi dd vao trao cho toi, ong vira tho vira
noi:

— T6i mdt ca tudn 1é do héi méi biét dwoc dia chi. Cha Lam nghe tin 6ng dwoc tha,
nho toi tim gap ong daé chuyen g6i do nay.

Ong cho biét goi dd gdbm mdt mé quan 4o cii va nhéc lai 16i din cua ngudi giri:

— Cha Lam bao ong chon mon nao viea thi giit xai. Con lai thi 6m ra cho troi ban
ldy chit tién tiéu do.

Tbi lyng khung vi cdi tén “cha Lam” nhung vut nhé ra linh muc Nguyén Quang
Lam ma ching t6i quen goi bang but danh Thién H6. Vao nhiing ngay cudi cua td béo,
ong ludn & canh toi véi nd luc gitt cho to bao khong tit hoi. Cudi thang Tu 1975, toi
cung vo téi thim ong tai Nha Tho Huyén ST vao mot budi tbi gitra luc ca Sai Gon dang
1én con sot. Khi nghe toi noi quyét dinh khong roi Viét Nam, 6ng im léng nhin, 10i dot
nhién dua ca hai ban tay 1én bung mat bat khoc. Nudce mat chan hoa, dng nirc ng:

— Dén minh khé qud réi ma van tiép tuc bi day doa!

D6 1a 1an dau toi thay nu cudi tat trén moi linh muc Thién HO va théy ro tam tu cua
ong.

Ky trc vé& nhitg dong nuéc mat nay din toi t6i ndi wu tu ctia Tran Gia Phung va
Nhan Hoa.

M4y ngay trude d6, Tran Gia Phung da to1 chua Phap Hoa tang t6i 5O tlen dt mua
ba chi vang. T6i nhu doc thay trong anh mat Phung ndi bit rit v& vién anh t6i tim phia
trude toi trong luc t6i biét Phung khong con 13 gido su nhu thud nao ma dang lam 1i
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klem song quanh khu cho tr61 Huynh Thuc Khang. T61 nhén tién ctia ban voi ndi thic
mic vé muc kho khian ma Phung sé& phai d01 dau, sau khi lo cho toi nhu thé.

Riéng véi Nhan Hoa, mot ky gla goc Hoa, t6i van chua quén cai tham hoa kinh
hoang ap t6i voi anh nhu con dia chin bat ngd khi anh dang bi giam cung t0i ¢ trai K.3.

Khoang ndm 1979 hay 1980 t6i khong nh¢ rd, cung voi chiéc tau bi pha nd tai bén
Nha B¢ 1a mang song cua toan thé dai gia dinh anh. Dip d6 Nhan Hoa da mat gia dinh
ngudi anh rudt, mat ba me, mat nguoi vo cting hét thiy nhitng dtra con ctia anh. Mot dai
gia dinh muoi sdu mang chi con lai minh anh don ddc bo vo trong tang toc, ngdy dai
mot thoi gian dai. Nhung Nhan Hoa khong chi dem dén cho t6i nhimg mén qua. Anh
dit goi dd mang theo xudng bén canh, rdi dwa tay bop vai t6i trong luc lang 1& nhin vao
mat t6i, cudi hién hau. Chung toi khong néi véi nhau tiéng nao nhung t6i c6 cam tudng
dang dung gitra mot ving nang am.

Vao phuat d6, toi thay hoi thd cudc séng trén may van con nguyén ven du thuc té
ma chlng tdi dang trai chat day oan khién, nghiét nga. Toi ciing nhé lai budi tdi Sau
Cao tim t6i. Cung anh mat ma toi di gip noi Tran Gia Phung, noi Nhan Hoa, Sau Cao
nhin t6i, cham rai noi:

— Cdch nao thi t6i ciing phai lo cho ong mot 6 von lam phwong tién xoay xo cho
qua con ting ngdt dé roi con c¢é hic anh em lai dwoc ngoi véi nhau nhw ngay nao
Nhueng 6ng phdi doi t6i khodng mot thang nika. Liic nay t6i dang ket mdy cdi vé van.

Luc do, da qua hon 30 nam, ching to1 co6 nhiéu dip & bén nhau. Sdu Cao nhéc lai
khoang thang ngay rung ru ¢ viung nai Ba Pen thud ching t6i mdi budc vao doi —
cubi nam 1953 — va céc bam dap ma chung t6i timg chia xé thay vi néi vé cac nghiét
nga dang bao quanh.

Nhung anh khong trd lai vao ngay da hen. Toi nghi tdi cac khé khan co thé khién
anh khong lam duoc viéc mubn lam. Tuy nhién, giita chling t6i, khong c6 chuyén noi
ma khong lam va cling khong c6 chuyén tranh né khi khong lam dugc theo 161 da noi.

Néu gip kho khin, Sau Cao di tré lai cho t6i biét.

T6i kéo dai cho doi thém mot tuan trong thic méc. Cudi cing Sau Cao van biét
tam va t6i quyét dinh phai di kiém anh dé rd chuyén gi da xay ra. Theo chi dan do anh
ghi lai, t6i t6i con hém bén duong Hoa Hung. Mt tron budi chiéu loanh quanh hét
ngach nay qua ngach khéc, t6i mdi tim dugc nha anh vao luc chap choang tbi.

S4u Cao khong con nita! Anh da vinh vién ra di tir hai muoi ngay trude.

Qua céu chuyén cua vo anh, toi dugc biét Sau Cao bj chimg dau bao tir tir 1au nhung
dang udng thudc va hy vong sé tri lanh chi trong thang nay theo loi thay thudc.

Thot han hira hen sap hét thi anh dot ngot ra di khong kip tran trdi mot 10i.

T6i nho cau noi “may cai vo van” ma anh nhac dém nao. Sau Cao coi sy mat con
mang song ctia chinh minh chi 1a nhiing cai v van nhung lai ban khodn cho canh ngd
clia riéng toi, nhat 1a ban khoan vé co hoi “anh em co thé ngéi lai voi nhau.”

Sau Cao noi hét sttc mo hd nhung t6i hiéu rat rd ¥ anh qua may tleng do.

Gan 17 nam sau, t6i lai nhé lai chuyén nay khi tr Houston tr¢ vé Virginia t61 gap
Choé vira dugc sang My chita binh. Choé nhin vé phia t6i, nhung chi nhan ra khi ti 1én
tiéng. Choé khong noéi vé cap mat da loa ma hoi ngay t6i c6 tinh cho tai hién to S6ng
Than & day khong?

T6i nhic Choé hay lo chira binh. M6t tuan sau, t6i dugc tin bac si bao dam sé& chira
lanh con mét trai cua Choé dé Choé c6 thé cam co vé tré lai.

Choé dua tay nam tay to6i. Tay Choé run run va trén ma Choé lin dai nhitg dong
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nude mat khi t6i ngdi xuong dbi dién. Choe ndi bang giong khong gidu ndi xtic dong:

— Anh nghi ngay dén chuyén xudt ban méi thang mot to dac san Song Than di. Téi
sé lo véi anh. Toi khong tré vé nita, dit phdi song bat hop phap o day. Hai anh em
minh sé lam vi¢c do. Luc ndy toi co thé gitip anh dwoc nhiéu hon ngay trude.

Nhitng ngay nbi tiép, Choé thuong ndi vé cac du tinh da theo dudi qua moi canh
ngd sudt hon 20 nim qua, ké ca khi ¢ trong tu 13n khi d3 tim lai cudc séng bén ngoai.

Choé nhic lai rd hon cdu noéi timg néi nam 1995 khi chung toi gip lai nhau & Sai
Gon vé viéc mot to bao Phip binh chon Choé 1a “mgt ngudi Viét Nam tiéu biéu, mot
hoa si citng dau.’ Bang giong noi yéu ot nguge han véi voc vac to 16m, Choe noi:

— Anh thay d@6! Thang em ciia anh ¢6 déang dwoc coi nhu thé khong néu cir tiép tuc
gid ngdy gid dai khéng chiu dwong dau véi cac thir ran rét? Téi dd nhan nhin nhuc nha
qud nhiéu roi. Bdy gio c6 co hdi, t6i phdi lo véi anh.

T6i ngd nhu dang nghe Sau Cao nhic vé “mdy cdi vé van.”

Choé ciing khong hé thay cai mat con ctia mang song 1a dang ké. RS rang Choé
chi dang cho lac dat duge diéu kién cho phép minh theo dudi cac dy tinh ting 4p u.

Mot mbi lo mo hd dot ngdt dang 1én, nhung t6i van néi sé tinh toi viée d6 khi con
mit ctia Choé duge ciru xong. Toi nhéc 14 s& khong chi c6 toi voi Choé, vi sat bén
chung t6i & ngay Virginia con rat déng anh em cii nhu Hoang Hai Thuy, Anh Dién, Lé
Thiép, Truong Cam Vinh, Dzwong Ngoc Hoan, Nguyén Manh Tién, Ngo Vu’ong
Toai...va nhiing nguoi ¢ xa, tham chi ¢ Canada nhu Hai Triéu, Tran Gia Phung. ..
thé cling khong vang mit.

Truong Cam Vinh, Hai Triéu va Choé timg bi bat giam vi toi trang “nguroi ciia t0d
soan Séng Than” cho t&i cudi thang Tu 1975.

Choé van nhé Hai Triéu da dua cho Choé b d6 dan su dé chay khéi nha giam buoi
trua 30-4-1975. Nhung tir Cali, to1 nhén tin Choé dot ngot hon mé. Tro vé, t6i chi kip
té1 binh Vlel’l Fairfax, 1én tang lau 10, nhin Choé nam bt dong trén glu’orng binh cho
gidy phiit cudi cung sé t6i. Trong lic dua tay chan nhimg dong nuéc mat trén ma Choe,
t6i n6i s& rang thuc hién mong udc cudi cung nho nhét ciia Choé 1a 4n hanh tuyén tap
Tuw Toi.

T6i khong biét Choé c6 nghe dugc 10i t6i n6i khong va bdng nghi téi Tan Dan, toi
Pham Van Luong, t6i Chu Tu, toi Tran Huy Phong, té1 Phan Nhy Thc, téi Sau Cao,
t6i Nguyén Khic S¥, t6i cac anh Nam Dinh, Ngoa Long, Tran Tan Qudc, téi cac linh
muc Thanh Lang, Thién Ho, cac thuong toa Thich Do Lugng, Thich Thanh Long, Thich
Tué Hai, Thich Pic Nhuan.....Khong hiéu sao, toi cir nghi nhitg nguoi ra di méai mai
d6 déu co chung udc nguyén, du vao nhiing ngay cudi doi, Tran Huy Phong luén
nght t61 mot viéc kha tach biét voi moi nguoi la nhic t6i thu xép thoi gio dé cung anh
duyét lai mot s6 chi tiét ky thuat can thiét cho viéc hoan thanh tap sach Viet Vo Dao
Toan Thu.

Trong ¥ nghi cua toi, tap Viét V6 Pao Toan Thw ma Tran Huy Phong mudn hoan
thanh, to dac san Song T han ma Choé mong s€ cO, “co hoi anh em cung ngéi lai” nhu
Sau Cao nhic nhg, thim chi y nghi cudi cung cua Tan Dén, ciia Pham Vian Luong khi
tur tim cai chét... chi déu xuét phat tir udc nguyén duoc gop suc duy tri hoi tho cho cudc
song ma D6 Quy Toan goi 1a “cudc song trén may.”

T61 nhd t61 nhitng nguodi da cung chia xé kho khan thud nao, nhé téi nhitng nguoi
ting an Ui khuyén khich, nang d& t6i trén cac doan dudng nghet tho.

T6i khong con co hoi gap lai bat ky ai, nhung t6i nghi tat ca déu mang chung mot
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wdc nguyén nhu cac ban toi. Giita budi tang 18 Choé & mot gido dudng tai Arlington,
Virginia, t6i nhu nhin rd hon uéc nguyén do6 qua cac 10i ca:
Lay Chua, xin hay dung con
nhuw khi cu binh an cua Chua
Dé con dem yéu thirong vao noi odn thi,
dem thir tha vao noi lang nhuc,
dem an hoa vao noi tranh chdp,
dem chan 1y vao chon 16i lam.
Dé con dem tin kinh vao noi nghi nan,
chiéu tréng cdy vdo noi that vong.
Pé con roi anh sang vao noi 16i tam
dem niém vui dén chon u sdu...

Cubi nam 1975, khi nam trong phong giam s6 11 tai trai giam Tong Nha Canh Sat
cii & Sai Gon, t6i da thudc 10ng 101 ca nay. Loi ca thuong vang ra tir phong sd 13 vao
lac t0 biét chic khong c6 cai ti lang vang phia ngoai. Sudt hon mudi nam sau d6 du &
trai giam nao, t6i van khong ngiing nghe nhiing 10i ca vang 1én tir ky &rc véi am vang
mdi lic mot tha thiét hon.

Am vang nhiing 10i ca luén mang lai cho t6i cam giac thanh than nhe nhang trudc
cac thu thach dir do1 va da giap té1 vuot qua khong it chang duong ac nghiét. Nhung
101 ca quen thudc trdi 1én giira tang 18 Choé vao budi t6i tai Arlington lai khién day 1én
cam giac nhéi dau ma t61 da cd luc dung trong khuon vién truong dai hoc Yale,
Connecticut truéc birc twong Nathan Hale, ngudi trd thanh tugng chi vira hon 21 tudi
khi bi treo ¢6 nam 1776.

Cam giac khong nhoi dau tir cai chét ciia Nathan Hale ma khai tir cau noi con dugc
ghi lai: “Toi tlec chi c6 mot mang song dé dang hién cho dit nudc 101. " (%)

Cau noi cudi cung nay dugc dién lai khac hon trén to bao xuit ban mot nim sau
khi Nathan Hale vinh vién ra di: “Néu cé muoi ngan mang song va khi dwoc kéu goi,
anh ciing hy sinh hét thdy dé bao vé qué hwong bi cao xé va dang dé mau.”’ ()

T6i khong ngac nhién vé su thoai mai ciia Nathan Hale dui c6 phai chét ca chuc
ngan lan. Vi sau d6 1a sy vuon 1én cia dat nude va dan toc Hoa Ky.

Sudt thé ky qua, trén dat nudc Viét Nam khong thiéu nguoi di hién dang mang
sdng nhung co 18 hét thay déu kho ngudi dau don vi qué huong van khong ngimg bi
dap vui va dang con tudbn méau xdi xa.

Ca nguoi da chét 14n nguoi dang séng chua thé ngung bo 1ét trong khi co hoi hién
dang cho dat nudc van con nguyén ven 1a mot uGc mong.

T61 tranh tra 161 cau hoi do Lé Thi¢p néu tir ngot ba muoi nam trudce, du hét thay
van 1ét di nhung kho noi ¢d to1 dugc hay khong, nhat 13 s& t6i dau khi con chua thoat
canh dang phai viing vy c6 tim mot co hoi hién dang?

UYEN THAO
® Virginia 11-11-2003

(® 1 only regret that | have but one life to give my country.
(3 If he had ten thousand lives, he would lay them all down, if called to it, in defence of his injured,
bleeding country.
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Hoc xong trung hoc, t61 thi vao Pai Hoc
Su Pham ban Anh Van. Trong thoi gian la
sinh vién toi con 1am viéc cho sé 3b Bach
Pang. D6 1a cach néi gon cua phi Bac Uy
Trung Uong Tinh Béao Viét Nam Cong
Hoa.

T61 1am tinh bao vi ¢6 mau phi€u luu, thich
chuyén mao hiém, sau nﬁy lai thém mébi
thu viét cong giét cha toi. Ong gia toi 1a
chi mdt nha may xay lia nho ¢ vung qué
tinh Bac Liéu. Vi I ving bat an ninh nén
phai dong thué cho viét cong, dy vay ma
cling bi chung nira khuya dén gé cira dem
ra dong ban bo. Ca may nam sau, toi cd
tam diéu tra mai biét ro tha pham la mdot
tén nam ving trong xém, chi vi mot xich
mich nho, hin din dong bon vé giét ngudi.
Di nhién t6i tra thu. Sau khi tot nghiép su
pham, trong luc cho sy vu 1€nh, t6i 1én vé
nha trén trong phong khong cho hang x6m
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Vo Chong Diép Vién

Truyén Ngan

Pham Thanh Chau

biét, dén khuya toi dén nha han, nim sau
hé cho. O thon qué khong co phong vé sinh
trong nha, khi can thi ra sau vuon. Qua
dém tht hai hin mé ctra ra di tiéu, toi chia
sting vao lung han.

- Bong chi ra ngoai kia tra 161 trude to chire
vé€ vai vi¢c can gap.

Han sinh nghi dinh phan tng, t6i giang cho
mot bang sung vao dau, hin bét tinh, toi
cot chan tay hin, cdng trén lung, i ach
bang dong ra chd bon chung giét cha toi.
Toi khai théc tan tinh cho dén khi han thu
nhan toi giét cha toi, lac d6 toi méi cho han
biét sy that. Hin van lay, nhung vo ich,
hinh anh cha t6i chét oan uc, mét van m&
tring trimg khién t6i sb6i gan. Sau dé gia
dinh t6i1 ban nha may xay lua, ban nha 1én
Sai Gon 6.
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Tét nghiép xong t6i duoc diéu di cac tinh
day hoc. Sau mdi cong tac tinh bao du
thanh cong hay thit bai t6i lai chuyén qua
tinh khac.

Céu chuyén bét dau khi t6i duoc giao cho
viéc theo doi mot co tho may ¢ ngoai 6 mot
thanh phd ven bién mién trung. Nguyén
nhén 14 thinh thoang lai c6 truyén don rai
vao budi sang trén con duong vao thi xi.
Pay 1a con dudng ma da s6 nong dan
thuong dem nong san vao cho ban. Ho chd
bang xe dap, xe 1am hay xe bo. Sang sém
nao cling c6 canh sat rinh ¢ d6 nhung
chang thay ai dang tinh nghi ca. Sau phai
cho ngudi nam st 1& dudng méi kham pha
ra mot co gai di xe dap chd rau mudng phia
sau, dudi chan chd ban dap dé mo truyén
don, cir do nhe chan 1a truyén don roi
xudng duong, khé ma thdy duge nhat 1a &
quing duong tbi. Qua diéu tra day 1a c6 tho
may nha ¢ vung ngoai 0, sat dia gidi thanh
phé. Sau nha 1a mdt vat rudng nho tréng
rau muéng, mdi sang cd chd rau vao cho
ban si cho ban hang rdi vé ngay. C6 song
vo1 mot me gia hon sau muoi tudi. Goi la
tiém chr thyc sy 1a mdt ban may may phia
trude, cach mot tim vach cot 1a giuong
ngu cua hai me con vira 1am chd thir 40
quan. Gia dinh ndy méi tir mot quan mién
nai vé hon mot nam nay. Theo bdo cdo,
trude do cd 1a nir sinh trung hoc, sau theo
nghé may. Tiém cuia c¢6 kha dong khach vi
c6 hién lanh, vui vé lai 14y cong rat ré, c6
1€ day la tram giao lién hon 1a co s& kinh
tai cua dich.

Nhiém vu cua t6i 1a tim cach tiép can co
dé theo doi. Toi s& dong vai mot keé si tinh
o, gip g& c6 ma bon ching khong thé
nghi ngo, hoac tdt hon nira s& dugc moc
nbi 1am viéc cho chung. Mot budi sang cha
nhat t6i chay xe gin may gan dén nha cb
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thi xe chét may phai dirng lai sira. Toi vao
tiém xin c6 miéng gié rdi loay hoay mo
may ra chui, thay bu gi, thdo binh xang
con... toat md hoi ma xe van khong nd. Toi
xin ¢ miéng nude udng va ngdi trude hién
nha c6 hoi vai cdu vo van rdi din xe vé.
Qua hoém sau t6i dem mot xap vai dén nho
¢6 may cho mdt 40 so mi. Lan nay t6i duoc
6 moi vao nha vi i 1a khach. Thé rdi,
thinh thodng t6i lai nho c6 may mat thu gi
d6 va toi ngap ngimg nodi 12 toi 1am thé dé
duogc dip gap co, khong gap t6i nhd. Co co
vé bt ngd, nhung yén lang. Nhitng lan sau
co lai cang giit ¥, nhung toi bat gap trén
d6i mét c6 mdi khi thay toi, long lanh niém
vui. Trong lac tro chuyén toi cho c6 biét vé
gia dinh t6i rang ong gia to6i tham gia mat
tran bi quan doi Quéc Gia hanh quan bén
chét. Thinh thoang t6i di chua nghe thuyét
phép hodc tham gia mit ting, t61 phat ngdn
btra bai ra nguoi bat mén ché d6. Sau mot
thoi gian lanh lung, gilr k&, ¢6 c6 vé than
thién, vui vé hon. K¢ thu trong bong t6i
dang kéo dan con mdi vé phia chung, toi
biét minh d4 duoc dé y, nhung chi dén day
thi hau nhu bé tic, t6i khong biét duoc
nhiing gi ching t6i can.

Mot sang chu nhéat, nhu thuong 1€ t61 dén
tham c6, nhung dén noi chi thdy mot dong
tro tan dang bdc khoi. Thi ra, khong hiéu
vi sao lac khuya ltra bét chay, hai me con
chi kip chay thoat than. T6i khuyén nhu
nhung ¢6 vén lac dau lo lang.

- Tién mua ban may may, mua miéng dat
em tra chua hét no, con quén ao cua khach
nita, ho nodi bao nhiéu phai c¢6 ma tra.
Nhung em con déng nao dau!

T6i htra v6i ¢6 1a s& hét 1ong tim cach giup
dd. Thé r6i t61 vé ban chiéc xe gan may.
Nho ba con chung quanh phu giup nhat
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nhanh nhiing miéng tole con xai duoc,
mua it vat liéu, dung lai can nha méi cling
khang trang, ngoai ra con mua dugc mot
ban may may méi nita. Chi trong mot tudn
t6i lo toan cho c6 chu toan. Tir ddy thai doa
ctia ¢ ddi véi toi thay dbi han. Chung toi
thuong dua nhau di xem hat, dn qua rong,
d6i khi c6 dén nha tro tham t6i nita. Mdi
khi di v6i nhau c6 thudng chai chudt, thoa
chat phan hong trén ma, trong c6 dep han
ra, nhu 10t xac tor mdt cd thg may lo lem
thanh mot nang tién, nhung d6i véi t6i, di
bén c6, nhit 12 nhitng chd ving, t6i c6 cam
giac ron ron, tudng nhu minh dang dung
truée dinh dau rudi cia mot hong sung nao
d6 trong bong tdi. Vi nghé nghiép, lac nao
t6i cling canh giac, nguy trang, do dam tim
mot chd an toan phia sau lung.

Mot 1an co ghé nha tro tham t61, c6 mdt ba
hang xém biét c6 1a tho may dén nin ni
cho con gai hoc nghé may. C6 1a hoc sinh
thi hong tu tai, muén theo nghé may dé
phu gitip gia dinh. Nghe t61 n61 thém vao
cd ta c6 vé bang long nhung hen it hom
nita méi tra 10i, co 18 chd quyét dinh cua
tén du so, chi huy c. Tuan sau c6 dong y
nhan hoc tro. BPugc do ba thang nhd sang
¥, ¢6 bé hoc nghé kha tién bo. Tiém may
cling dong khach hon trudec. Mot hom toi
goi riéng ¢6 bé hang xé6m qua no6i chuyén.

- Em hoc nghé may véi chi Lan dén dau
r6i?

- Em cit chua viing nhung may thi kha
1am, khach nao ciing khen dudng chi em
thfmg, min va dep.

- C6 1& cAn mdt may may nita méi phu chi
Lan kip giao hang cho khéch.

- Em cling nghi vay nhung khong c6 tién.
T61 tam su véi ¢6 hoc tro.
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- Nhu em biét, thay va chi Lan yéu nhau,
du dinh s& lam d¢am cudi, nhung thay con
ngai hinh nhu chj Lan dang yéu ai nén thay
nhd em gitip thay tim hiéu chi Lan xem co
ai dén than mat chuyén tro voi chi éy
khong? Em s& chang lam gi cho chi ay
nghi ngd. Thay c6 cai may ndy, s& gidu
dudi xach tay cua em, khi dén noi, em chi
can mic xach tay sau lung chd ngdi ctia em
sat vach véi phong thir 40 quan. Chi thé
thoi, ding cho bat cir ai biét chuyén nay.
Néu chi Lan hay ai bat gip ct bao rang d6
13 may thu thanh, thay s& chi em cach mé
nghe dai phat thanh. Em cling dung cho
chi 4y biét 1a thay cho em muon tién mua
may may, so chi nghi ngd, ghen tuong
phién phc.

Thé 1a ching t6i nghe rd nhing trao doi,
ban bac v6i nhau cua bon ching trong
phong thir quan 40. Mot bd phan khéc rinh
thu hinh nhiing khach hang kha nghi va
tién hanh diéu tra. Chung t6i gan nhu nim
vitng tit ca nhitng tén ndm ving, co s
kinh tai, noi chira chip nhiing tén xam
nhap nita, nhung tén dau s6 van chua tim
ral?

Trong nghé niy, mot chut so y 1a chét. Nhu
c6 thg may, bi chiing t6i theo doi ma khong
hay biét. C6 v6i toi nhu hai tay nhu dao
dang lira nhau dé vat déi thu xudng, c6 da
bi thét thé hoan toan, nhung t6i chua ra tay
va chd ¢ ra don. C6 thé ¢6 1am b chuyén
trd, hoi han dé tim hiéu toi hodc ru t6i mot
chiéu nao d6 ra ving qué hong gio tam
su... Nhung tuyét nhién chuyén d6 khong
xay ra. Co luc nao cling it néi, diu dang,
nhung nhu thé lai cang lam t6i e ngai va
thy co rat ban linh, rat nguy hiém. Di bén
¢6 t6i ¢b 1am vé sung suéng, hanh phuc
nhung that sy toi c6 cam tudng ¢6 nhu con
ran doc, chi mot tich tic ¢6 hanh dong la
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doi toi tan ngay. Mang t6i ddi mang c6 thi
khong xtng. Thé nén t6i chang hing thu
gi trong vai trd ndy ca. Toi duoc linh phai
tién xa hon tirc 1a phai chung dung xac thit
dé giir chat con moi, nhung t6i khong lam
duoc. Du ¢o6 c6 yéu to1 thuc hay giad vo toi
cling quyét khong dung cham dén noi
thiéng liéng d6 cua nguoi con gai. o 1a
yéu diém ctia mot tén tinh bdo non tay
nghé nhur t6i.

Mua hé nim d6, déi phuong 1én phuong
an tan cong tinh. Mé luéi duoc tung ra.
Chuing t6i du dinh hanh quan vao luc
khuya. Budi chiéu ¢6 bé hoc may vé bao
cho t6i biét 1a luc trua c6 mot dng su khat
thuc dén trude nha, c¢6 Lan ra cing duong,
ong su 1am tham tung kinh chuc phiic nhur
moi khi, nhung liic quay vao, thiy mat cb
tai mét, ngudi ctr run 1én ban bat...Ching
t6i dé nghi canh sat hanh quan sém hon dy
dinh. Thé 1a c bon bi tom, ké ca chinh toi
ciing bi canh sat dén g ctra, cong tay, day
1én xe cay.

Thuong thi sau khi v kich da ha man nhu
thé, toi thanh thoi nghi ngoi rdi nhan céng
tac moi. Nhung khong hiéu sao hinh anh
cb ta van nguyén ven trong dau t6i. Khi co
bi bét, bi giam gitr, long tric 4n cua toi lai
ndi 1én. Pan ba, con gai, tré con khéng c6
chd trong chién tranh, ho phai dugc ¢ hau
phuong, phai dugc thuong xuyén che chd,
bao vé. Mot ¢o gai vo ¥ vap ngi thay da
dong 1ong rdi, hudng gi ¢6 thg may hién
lanh, diu dang kia dang bi nhét trong nha
giam sau nhiing song sit nhu mot con thu
da bi san bét, chd ngay bj dem xé thit. Toi
d4 nhiéu 1an bi mat nhin ¢6 G rii ngéi 6 mot
gdc phong giam, héo ta nhu khong ¢6 linh
hén, khéng con cam giac, suy nghi gi.
Twong lai 12 chét ril trong tu, tinh yéu, hy
vong cua tudi thanh xuén coi nhu da chim
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hét. D6i voi ¢, toi thay that bat nhan, lira
gat mot co gai du cd ta dugce diéu khién tir
trong bong tbi. Va khi cam tudng c6 khong
con 1a ké thu cua toi nira, sy canh giac da
dugc gat bd, nhu bui bam trén mot birc
tranh da duoc chui sach, dé 16 ra hinh anh
trong sang, diu dang cua c6 trong tam tri
t61. Thé nén t6i dé nghi tha c6 ra dé cho
nhirg con mdi khac dén moéc ndi lai voi
co.

Tt phong giam, t6i lai duoc goi 1én dé ddi
chat vé sy lién hé giira toi va co. Chung toi
xac nhan ¢ yéu nhau nhung chang biét gi
vé viét cong ca va anh canh sat thdm vén
(v0) tin ngay la that, anh hira s€ tha ching
t6i ra va anh bo di lam gidy to. T6i dén
ngdi gan c¢6 cam lay tay ¢, cd ngudc nhin
t6i va lic dau, co 1& c¢b cho rang 10i anh
tham van vién chi 1a cai biy, nhung t6i cd
tinh cho c6 hiéu t6i 1a ngudi c6 tham
quyén, t6i ctru ¢d ra vi toi yéu co.

- Nhu em da nghe ltc ndy, anh xin bao lanh
em va chiu trach nhiém lién di vé nhiing
hanh dong ctua em sau nay. Néu em thuong
yéu anh thyc long thi em hdy lanh xa
nhiing gi c6 thé giy nguy hiém cho em.
Em con me gia phai nudi dudng, rdi em s&
l1ap gia dinh, c6 con cdi, séng hanh phuc
nhu bao nguoi binh thuong khéac. Pung
dai dot nira, khong phai anh s¢ bi va lay
nhung néu em gip chuyén khong may anh
s& dau kho 1dm. Anh s& thu xép cho em va
me em vao Sai Gon sdng 1an trong dong
bao thi s& khong co6 ai quiy rdy em nira.
Ching minh s€ lam dam héi va khi nao anh
van dong xin vé day gan Sai Gon s& lam
dam cudi.

Cb ciii dau yén ling nghe, rdi ¢6 nim tay
toi dat 1én dui cd, siét nhe. Mot giot nudc
mit roi trén tay t6i. To6i thé phdo nhe
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nhdm. C6 da hiéu ¥ t6i. C6 viét cho me cb
mot 14 thu, din ban nha dé chuén bi vé qué,
chi gitt lai ban may may. Sau d6 chung t61
lang 1& vé Sai Gon. Nho ban bé giup dd,
to1 tim mua dugc mot can nha nho & chg
Cay Quéo, goc duong Hoang Hoa Tham,
Ngb Tung Chau Gia Pinh. D1 nhién viéc
theo ddi c6 khong phai da chdm dut.

Cong tac cua chung t6i thuong dugc tinh
bao My yém trg. Ngudi My rat hao phong
nhung ciling rat nguyén tic, ho da vui vé
tra lai tién cho t6i mua lai chiéc xe gén
may, tra ca nhiing chi phi lat vat nhu dua
cd di xem hat, an qua rong. Nhung sau
cudc hanh quéan, hd so coi nhu di dong.
Lan nay t6i lai ban xe, vay muon thém dé
lo cho ¢6 ma khéng biét khi nao méi co
tién mua lai xe khac.

Subt my thang hé, t6i vé Sai Gon véi gia
dinh. Budi chiéu t6i thuong ghé tham co,
c6 khi t61 dn com tbi v6i gia dinh co. Sau
bira an, ba me don dep chén dia, con c6 thi
xin phép di tim. Chg Cay Quéo nam trong
mot duong hém, sau khi tan chg chiéu, tré
thanh vang lang nhu & mot ving qué. Sau
nha cd6 c6 mot san vuong nho, rao kin
chung quanh, toi thich ra day ngdi xubng
mot ghé gb dai dé cho ¢6. Co c6 mot thoi
quen la sau khi tdm co khong mac nit nguc,
nén qua lan vai mong, doi nguc co thang
dung 18n, 16 16 nhu hai mut méng tre vira
chdi 1én khoi mat dat. C6 ngdi canh toi,
nghiéng dau dung khin vo maéi toc cho
kho, chai nhe cho toc thing, xong cb ngira
nguoi vudt méi toc vé sau lung, roi ¢ nhin
t61 mim cudi. TOi yén ling ngam co, tudng
nhu thiy rd 1an da min mang, thom tho ctia
than thé ¢6... Sau d6 chiing t6i c6 mot thir
qua rong nhu ché hay trai cdy dé vira an
vira chuyén tro dén khuya méi chia tay.
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Sau ky nghi hé t6i dugc chuyén ra Hué day
hoc, t6i viét cho c6 mot 14 thu dai va hen
Tét s& vé xin 1am dam hoi. Tinh ¢d it ndi,
ngay ca thu tra 101 chi von ven mdy cau.
Puoc thu anh, em khoc may hom nay vi
vui ming. Cam on anh d3 hiéu em va 10i
htra ciia anh 1an ndy em tin 13 that, bang
trai tim va ca cudc doi em”

Khoang cudi nim d6 toi xin phép vé Sai
Gon, khi dén nha co t6i ngac nhién thay
nha di sira sang lai twom tat. C6 dan t6i ra
phia sau khoe mdt can phong vira maéi
dugc xay thém.

- Me ngu phong ngoai kia, em ngu trong
nay.

- Con anh thi ndm dudi dat?!
C06 do mat nhung sung sudng.
- Anh v6i em phong nay chtr.

Lé& héi chung t6i dién ra don gian, kin d4o.
Gia dinh t61 cir tuong to1 s€ 1ap gia dinh
voi mot co nitr sinh nao d6, khong ngo 1a
mot co thg may. Chang phai ho ky thi hay
giai cap gi ma theo 1¢ thuong, thiy gido rat
dé chon vo dep trong truong minh day.
Nhung khi gip lan dau, moi ngudi déu
thich ¢6 ngay. C6 vira hién vira dep mot
cach thuy mi. Me¢ t61 cr me me con con voi
c0 ngot x4t, cac cd em gai toi thi tiu tit hoi
han, tro chuyén rat than mat khién c6 bdi
161, vung vé vi cam dong. Tur do gﬁn nhu
ngdy nao t6i ciing dén nha co, doi khi ngi
lai nita, nhung chling t61 da hira vé1 nhau
phai giir gin, & danh cho ngay hén 1. Co
¢6 nhing suy nghi Idm cAm rat dan ba. Co
théu nhimg 4o gdi c6 hinh qua tim, tén toi
va tén cd 16ng vao nhau, hinh déi chim
dang bay, rdi ¢6 phan van vé tén cua nhitng
dira con trong twong lai. Toi ché gidu thi
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co gian, nhung tham tam co6 rat vui sudng
véi giac mo don gian do.

T6i ban véi ¢6 vai thang nira s€ lam dam
cudi, nhung rdi dau nim bay lim mién
Nam bit dau sup d timg mang, tit ca tan
rd nhu bot nudc. Ngudi ta un Un chay vé
phia Nam, t6i phai nin na lo tiéu huy hd
s0, phan tan mang lu6i nén vao dén Pa
Nang lai danh quay vé Hué vi mién Trung
da roi vao tay ddi phuong rdi. Ké thu hinh
nhu chua biét gi vé ti ca ngoai cai vo boc
thay gido trung hoc. Chung bat dau goi cac
co thay dén khai 1y lich va nhu dang sip
xép mé cira cac truong hoc.

Thé roi khoang cudi thang nim, nim bay
1am, nira khuya, chung dén vy nha tro, g6
clra, cong tay toi dan ra xe. Thoat nhin,
ngoai chiéc xe canh sat chg déy bo doi toi
con thdy mot xe mang sb an té Sai Gon, toi
biét ngay bon chiing da tim ra chinh xac
tong tich to61. Nhung tai sao trung wong lai
khong hiy hd s0?

Ng@)i keém t6i 14 hai tén b doi con tré mang
sung AK. Phia trudc, bén canh tai xé 1a
mot nguoil dan ba. Xe chay ra khoi ctra
Thuong T, qua cau Truong Tién dén
duong Duy Tan, chiéc xe chay trudc queo
vao ty canh sat (cli), con xe cho toi chay
thang, huéng vé qudc 16. Toi doan chung
dua t6i vé Sai Gon khai thac. Téi du dinh
thoat than, nhung dén gan phia Nam toi
méi hanh dong. Nghi thé nén t6i budng
tha, thiu thiu ngd dudng stc. Doc dudng
xe phai ngimg & cc niit chan, tén tai xé
cing 12 bo doi trinh gidy va noi gi day, anh
dén loang loang vao xe, roi xe lai tiép tuc.
Pén Quang Ngii troi di rang sang, t6i lo
mo m& mit nhin quanh. Bdng toi lanh
ngudi khi nhan ra nguoi dan ba ngdi phia
trudc 1a co thg may, vo sép cudi cua toi.
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Hoa ra chung t6i da 1am trong diép vu vira
ké, tén dau so6 13 cb ta chir khong phai gi
thay tu khat thuc. Toi cay ddng cudi thim
minh thua tri mot nguoi dan ba, c6 da nguy
trang mot cach tai tinh, khong chi danh Iira
chung t6i ma con danh Lira ca dén 1 chan
tay cua cd. Nh¢ lai nhitng ngay chiing t6i
bén nhau, t61 sugng sung, x4u ho véi co.
Co6 da dong mot vai kich rit xuét séc, rat
ban linh, t6i van chi 1d mot con moi ngay
tho. Ay vdy ma toi cr tuong tinh yéu chan
thanh cua t61 da cam hoa dugc 6. Gio day
6 ngdi d6, lanh nhur tién. C6 dang nghi gi
vé t6i, mot tén di€p vién hang bét, ngay
ngo, ling mang tiéu tu san?

Xe dén Binh Pinh, ghé vao mot quan com
bén duodng, té1 dugce tén by doi md cong
nhung dan. Can gi noi toi, gitt khoang cach
nam buége, dén gén hay xa hon, s€ bi bén
bo. Toi duoc dan vao ngdi mot ban & mot
gbc quan, may tén bo doi ngdi hai bén, con
¢ ta thi ngdi riéng. Sau bira an, lic tra tién
¢0 161 ra mot xép bac mdi tinh, rat vai to
vat day, ding day, khong 14y tién thoi. Toi
¢ t6 ra so sét va ngoan ngodn dé chung
tin, hi vong dén chiéu t6i néu ciing an udng
nhu thé ndy t6i s& bo chay rat d& dang va
bong dém s€ che cho cho t6i. Nhung téi da
1am, xe chay subt dén sang, dén ngi ba
Hang Xanh theo duong Bach Dang, roi
Chi Lang, Ng6 Tung Chau va vao hém chg
Cay Quéo. Co vao nha mot luc lau mai di
ra v6i ba me. Hai me con ngdi phia trudc,
xe lai tiép tuc trd ra xa 106 dén Bién Hoa
queo hudng Viing Tau. To1 doan ching sé
truy toi vé cong tac ¢ Viing Tau, Long Hai
trude day hodc giao cho 1ii ndm ving, ndi
tuyén da bi to1 dua di tu, va chung s€ mac
strc tra thu. Dén Viing Tau, ghé mua may
6 banh mi thit, xe vao mot khach san hang
trung binh. Sau khi an udng, lam vé sinh,
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toi lai bi cong tay cho vao phong riéng,
phia ngoai 1a hai tén b doi canh ctra. To61
nghe c6 ta dan hai tén géc 1a phai canh giac
cao d6 véi tén dich nguy hiém do (1a t6i),
va c6 dén ty ban quan quan c6 chuyén can,
s& vé ngay. T6i mét moi lan ra ngli mot
gidc 14y strc, dy dinh ti nay leo ctra s6 trén
di. Cai cong khong thanh van dé, mot cong
thép nhd 1a xong, va cong thép d6 dang
nam trong soi day dong hé ma toi di c6
duoc luc i doi di tiéu & hang com & Binh
Dinh. Nhung dén gan ti, sau khi dugc an
mot 6 banh mi nita, chung lai cong ca chan
t6i vao giwdng va hai tén bo doi ngdi ngay
trong phong toi, thay phién nhau 16 d6i mat
¢t vo canh ching t6i. Thé 1a hét duong
trén thoat! Nhé lai thoi gian hira hén
chung t6i séng bén nhau, c6 da dan dan
hiéu toi, trong sy sin soc ¢ don y toi rat
tai. Luc d6 toi sung swéng nghi ring minh
c6 dugc c6 vo toan tdm toan y, bay gid
chinh céi toan tam toan y kia lai hai t61. Co
da thay duogc khong sai chay nhiing gi t6i
nghi trong dau, du chi vira thodng qua 1a
co dé phong ngay.

Téi d6 d6 hon muoi gio, toi duge din ra
xe, van di sau ngudi nhu trude. Xe chay
loanh quanh trong thanh phé mot lac rdi
hudng ra Bii Sau. Troi dém ddy may, lanh
kinh khung, mién Nam chua bao gid lanh
nhu nam d6, dudng vang tanh, 1o mod anh
dén, tiéng song vo ri rao, budn bi. Xe chay
dén cubi bai thi dimg lai. C6 ra linh bit mét
to1 lai.

- Ddng chi dua t6i khau AK. Ctr & day cho,
khi ndo nghe tiéng sung no t6i s& ra.

Va c6 noi voi ba me, giong lanh 1€o0, ham
rang rit lai.
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- Me¢ phai theo con, xem con tra thu ké da
giét hai gia dinh minh va bao nhiéu dong
chi khéc nira.

Pung 1a oan oan tuong bao. Toi da xur tdi
tén nam ving giét cha toi ra sao, bay gio
to1 s€ gap y nhu vay. Nhung t6i khong nhé
& minh d4 lam gi dé c6 thu han t6i dén do
gio day dem ra xur bin t6i, khong 18 ¢6 1a
con ctia tén nam vung kia?!

Cb 1én dan, chia stiing vao lung t6i, day toi
di trude. Co da pham mot sai 1am chét
nguoi. Co di sing vao lung toi 1a gitp toi
nim duogc quing cach giira ¢d va toi. Tam
voc ¢o thi toi con la gi. Chi can t6i quay
nhanh lai 1a miii siing s€ chéch ra ngoai va
v6i mot don chén, t6i c6 thé da giy co cd
hay it ra ciing ha guc co trong tich tic.
Trong béng tdi thi bi bit mat hay khong
cling mu nhu nhau. T6i 1an tim cong thép
trong day dong hd va bat dau mo khoa
cong tay. Puoc mot quang, khi doan da xa
tam nghe ngéng cua may tén bo doi, toi
vira dinh ra don thi c6 mé bang bit mit toi.

- Anh cong me dugc khong? Nhanh 1én!
Néu ¢ chuyén gi, anh va me ctr chay thoat
dimg lo cho em. C6 thuyén chd sin dang
kia.

Co6 6m sung chay phia trudce, t61 cong ba
cu men theo bo rimg duong lidu mai miét
theo 6. PO mot cay sb, chiing toi dén mot
thuyén nho c6 ngudi chd sin. Thuyén
duogc diy ra, nd may va nira gio sau ching
t6i ra thuyén 16n di thang.

Hom sau ching t61 dugc tau My vt vé dao
Guam.

Pham Thanh Chau
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Mét Thoang May Phiéu Bac

Tt nam d6, Nhu khong vé tham nha. Ly
do that dé hiéu la con nha du nita ma tham.
Di cu vao Nam, me Nhy mudn mot can nha
nho trong khu xém lay 16i ¢ Sai Gon lam
chd tho bd Nhu, d6 ciing 1a cai t6 am duy
nhat cua Nhy, trong suét tudi 4u thoi. Nhy
1a con trai ut, dira con toi nghiép nhat. Nhy
méat cha tir hdi con bdn tudi, ciing cai tudi
nay, Nhu mat ca qué huong. Cac anh cic
chi lan luot Iy vo liy chong. Cin nha
quanh hiu con lai hai me con, ké téi khi Nhy
thi rét, di linh, don trd & mot tinh xa trén
cao nguyén. Gan tét, nhan duoc thu nha:
“P¢ di tra lai nha cho ba Tu. Ban tho thay
dé trén anh Thach, con D¢ thi nay dy mai
do ciing duoc, ky nay gid thay ci Bé ¢ dau
thi clng thay & d6, mam x6i hay con ga thi
dau Sai Gon hay Pa Lat ciing duoc. Tét nay
D¢ chua dinh ¢ Sai Gon véi anh Du hay 1én
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Nguyén Minh N{u

Pa Lat v6i anh Thach, nhung thoi, tét ndy
may dung vé nita”. Nhu doc thu ma mubn
khéc. M&i dau con tudng vi nhé téi ba con
x6m giéng, nhé toi nhitng con trai con gai
da cting Nhy mot thoi 1an 10n trén dat, choi
dua, da cung Nhy danh déo, u moi, bin bi,
tat lon. Nh¢ t6i san co, nhé téi cay tring ca,
cai giéng. Nhung cang ngay, Nhy cang cam
thiy mot that thoat khac, chua x6t hon, man
mac ma giay vo Nhy tirng ngay tirng dém
tirng som ting chiéu. D6 1a chd tro vé.

Nhy bdng giat minh khi nghi dén maot bt
ngo nao do, thi du Nhuy tir tran. Xac Nhu sé&
dua vé dau. Khong 18 dem vé nha anh ré?
Khong 1& dem vé nha chi dau? Hay nhe
nhang hon, sudt mot nim c6 dam ba ngay
phép Nhu cling chura nghi ra minh s€ di dau.
V& Sai Gon thim anh ré hay 1én Pa Lat
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tham chi dau? Nhu nghi hoai ma khong cé
cau tra loi.

Nhuy biét minh hon ai hét. Nhy biét rang voi
s6 tudi minh, véi kinh nghiém minh c6, hon
nita v6i thé ding béo bot ni troi nay lam
sao dam nghi dén can nha cua riéng, lam
sao dam nghi dén chuyén doén me vé 6.
Giita nhitng thang thét d6, nhiéu khi trong
con mé nao khong rd giat minh thac day,
bong thiy minh nuéc mét dam dia.

Nhy van néi véi mot vai than hitu ring
khong phai la dua, ciing khong phai 1a hiing
bt tir, nhung xin tui may hiéu cho nhitng u
uat khong tién noi ra va chap nhan gitp cho
tao mot diéu 1a néu bat ngd nao d6 15 tao co
chét, chi xin mot diéu 1a chét dau chon do.

Con gi6é mua lap dong trén cao nguyén lanh
se sat da méi. Nhy budc ra ngoai nhin bao
quat chung quanh céai san Tiéu doan rong
ménh mdng. Budi chiéu, ning sip tat,
doanh trai buon thiu. Tiéu doan hanh quan
d3 ba lan tiép té. Ba lan tiép té 1a chin ngay,
cong nam ngay trén lung 1a mudi bén ngay.
Mudi bén ngdy Nhu séng nhu mét céi
bong. Cai bong ma nhat ciia chudi ngay tac
chién cii. Do 1a thoi cua kiéu hung chir
nghia, cua hao khi men rugu, cia hai muoi
tam trén ba muoi ngay moét thang trong
ring. Khi d6, Nhy lam Tiéu doi truong
Tiéu doi tac chién séng lay lat bén bo rao
c4c bubn ap xa. Thuong khi danh cho
nhiing bi- dong ruou dé, cho nhiing con kho
muc bang ba ngoén tay. Thuong khi quay
quat, sudt ngay cho nhiing nét but chi xanh
do trén chiéc ban d6 xa la. Nhiing nét but
ngan ma di sudt mot ngay khdng téi. Ciing
doi khi, c6 khi dugc nam mot chd. Buon ba
sudt ngay, bat chot birng mét day nghi ngoi
vu vo. Nhy mudn 1y vo, mudn dao ngl,
mudn khoc. Nhung rdi ciing quén di khi
nghi rang dao ngii 1a trn tranh trach nhiém,
khoc hay cuoi ciing ching giai quyét duoc
gi, va lay vo, lay vo ciing twa hd nhu deo
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thém trén lung mot cai ba-16 nira, cai ba-10
qua nang.

Dén khi di hanh quan ¢ Daksieng, Nhy bi
s6t rét. Pidu tri tai bénh xa hanh quan ba
ngay, quéa nang phai chuyén vé hau cu. Tai
day Nhy nim thém mudi tam ngay nita.
Nhitng con vi tring st rét di cho Nhy mot
than thé xanh xao, thiéu mau. Nhung b lai
da tang cho Nhy mot mén qua kha hap dan
hon 1a lam viéc tai hau cu, trong mét cong
tac chua bao gid duoc ghi trong bang cap
sd. Sau khi xuat bénh xa tré vé trinh dién
Tiéu doan, Thiéu ta Tiéu doan truong hoi
Nhu trude khi di linh cau lam gi? Nhy noi
va 6ng ta mudn xem gidy to chang minh
hoc luc. Nhy ngac nhién nhung van dua.
Sau d6, nhitng to gidy da troi cude doi Nhy
vao nhiing vong quay khdon khé cua cudc
séng, thi cling chinh né duogc sir dung dé
kém bén dtra con 6ng Tiéu doan truong.

—Pay la mét cong viéc nhan nha, téi s€ chi
thi cho dng Chi huy Hau ci dé cau khoi
canh gac va cip cho cau mét can phong
riéng.

Nhy cam on va bét dau day. Bén dira con
6ng Thiéu ta Tiéu doan truong 1a bdn trinh
d6, bén vé ngd nghich khac nhau. Nhu 13
6ng thay toi nghiép. Nhiéu khi Nhy da bién
thanh maot tro choi day tha vi caa dam treé.
Nhu khong vira y chit nao vé thé dimg cii
va cling khong hai 10ng chat nao vé vi thé
méi. Nhung Nhy tin manh liét rang céi chd
dang minh mong moi tir bay lau nay sap téi.
D6 1a ngay nao cai bo bd dd linh lai cho
chinh phu, tré vé ving déo heo hut gié nao
d6 khai khan dam ba chuc thudc dt trong
rau nudi ga séng cudc doi binh di. Nhu chi
thidy minh dwoc nhu vy trong nhiing con
mo. Nhung con mo d6 chi c6 sau mot ngay
bang ring 16i sudi.

Nhiéu khi, Nhy ciing tu hoi minh dang song
lam gi day cai chudi ngay nhoc nhan khén

1975 Magazine



dbn bat bién nay. Séng c6 don va bi tham
nhu mot con choé déi. Bat ngd sao, Nhy
quen Thuy. D6 1a ¢ gido truong tiéu hoc tu
rat tim thuong. Sau mot vai lan gap mat
Nhy duong d6t to tinh, Thay rat bat ngo khi
chap nhan tinh yéu nay. Thdy moi Nhu lai
nha choi cung tién dip gidi thiéu cung gia
dinh. Nhy hoan hi nhan 161 nhung khong téi
duoc Vi lénh hanh quan quéa ddi bat ngo.
Ntra thang sau, tré vé thanh phd, Nhu bat
ké du con rat do day, bat ké bui bam bam
day minh, Nhy ciing chay dén Thdy ngay,
xin 15i vé chuyén hém trugc. Thay khong
trach méc, chi kin dao cho Nhy biét hom d6
ngoai gia dinh, Thity con mdi thém mot sb
ban nita. Nhy rat an han va xin chudc toi
bang céch s& dén don Thiy di choi vao tdi
hém dé, sau khi tim rira va thay quan o
xong. Téi d6, Nhy khong toi vi con say da
ha chang tai ngay trudc ctra phong chang.
Nhy méc ¢& hét sirc va toan s& khdng ra nha
Thiy nita. Nhung Thuy 1a mau nguoi diu
dang. Thiy néi Thiy thuong Nhy nhiéu
hon yéu Nhu va bay to mot cach bong bay
rang s& cho Nhy, néu Nhu nghi dén chuyén
lau dai. Nhy xuc dong téi mudn khoc.
Khong phai tai vi méi trai qua tinh yéu dau
doi ma vi cam thiy nhu minh trd lai tudi bé
tho, séng ty nhién va thanh than bén nguoi
chi don hau khoan dung. Nhy ciing khong
phai 12 ngudi mo mong dé twong minh 1a
ong hoang con di choi gap cdng chla trong
ring. Nhy cho rang chang da toi tudi noi
thang véi Thay gia dinh anh nghéo, rat
ngheo. Anh chi c6 tinh yéu cho em ma
khong con mot dam bao nao. Nhy ciing
khong giau Thay chuyén nha, khéng giau
ca nhirng xich mich nho gitra chang va gia
dinh. Khi Nhy noi, Nhyu da tinh hoac la sé
yéu nhau hon, hodc la s€ roi xa. Vay ma
Thay van yéu Nhy. Thiy n6i anh 1am em
yéu anh hon, yéu vi sy thanh that va ciing
Vi sy bat hanh ma anh d3, danh phai ganh
chiu.
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Thay qua 1a mot ba tién day quyén phép.
Vong dai quyén lec cua Thiy véi Nhu méi
dau chi nhu soi to, dan dan da nuong vao
su vO tinh cua Nhu, vong dai troi bugc Nhu
mdi IGc mot chat. Nhu van tu nha 1ong
minh gitra tram van vong dai tra nguy cua
doi song, chiang tha chang chon vong dai
nay.

Nguoi linh budc toi tu diy nha dat [am van
phong, nhin Nhy cuoi.

- Khong di phé &?

- Hét tién.

Nguoi linh cuoi khan & o roi ngdi xudng
thém Xi-mang, bao Nhy ngdi xudng day
choi. May cay khuynh diép gi6 thdi 14 roi

ao ao, Nhy luom canh khuynh diép phui
thém, ngdi xudng.

— Ong bao nhiéu tudi roi ha?

- Hai muoi hai.

- Tudi con cop ha?

— Khong, con trau.

- Sao hai muoi hai?

— Bj cubi nam ta, dau nam tay.

Nguoi linh guc gac vay ong thua tui muoi
hai tudi. Nhy méc goi thude.

— Vay sao? Vay moi 6ng anh diéu thudc.

— Thoi, céi thir nay hanh quan hat sudng
hon. V& day phai hat thudc thom, nha khoi
cho khodi 16 mili. C6 Ruby né, hut khong?

Nhy cam on khong nhan, tdy may lai lugm
hon soi liéng ra san. Pan sé cd ¢ lugn 1én
cao bay vong roi lai tu hop trén néc mot mai
nha: Nha Vinh Biét. Mt Nhy cling hoa lén
va thay dan chim bién thanh dan qua. Pan
qua trén néc nha mo.

— Bao gio lay vo, 6ng?
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— L4y vo? Chi vay?

Ngudi linh nhan vai, - ¢é n6 niu com cho
an, giat do cho ban va chét c6 nguoi khoc.

- Chic khéng?
- Sao khong?
Nhu bat cuoi 16n:

- DAc t6 cha oi, 4n com nha ban, bo d6 giat
mudn khong hon sao?

- Minh can 14 can c6 ngudi thuong kia chd,
chét c6 nguoi thuong khoc.

— Khong tin, hay la ¢6 dtra cuoi?
— Chéng chét ma cudi, sao cudi?

— Minh chét rdi, tién ta nguoi lay, ruong ta
ngudi cay, Vo ta ngudi cuom khong phai la
nod cuoi sao?

Ngudi linh cudi theo rdi diang day, 6ng noi
chi ba 1ap khong, thdi tui ve.

- Ua Vé sa0?

Ngudi linh quay lai nhin Nhy nheo mét
cuoi, bo rangoai ctra trai. Nhy con ngdi nan
lai bén doanh trai budn thiu. Heo hit ma
mong dugc mot chd tré vé. Chd tré vé dau
duogc dn com udng nudc hang ngay hay chi
la chd tré vé khi vinh cuu, khi thit nat
xuong tan.

Chiéu hai muoi sau tét, ba Tiéu doan truong
goi Nhy vao hoi chd c6 mudn vé tham nha
va an tét thi toi bao dng Chi huy Hau ctr cho
chd miy ngay.

Dbay 1a mot dac an 16n cho nhirng ngudi tac
chién, Nhu khdng khoi thiy cam on su dai
ngd cua ba Tiéu doan truong.

Nhy mang mang nghi tdi me, nghi toi cac
anh cac chi, nghi dén ngay mai ngay gid
cha, nghi t6i danh tir chd danh cho céc
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ngudi ¢ chic vu goi ké thudc quyén nhu
chi bdi chd bép, chu tai xé, chu thay giéo.
Bat ngd Nhur tir chdi.

— Chu dién 4? Ba Tiéu doan truong kéu I1én.

— Thua khong, r6i Nhy tra 16i van tit va
vién dan vai 1y do tuéng twong nhu mudn
thir an tét xtr la mot lan xem sao, nhu thiy
thich thanh phd nay, nhu méi di phép. Ba
Tiéu doan trudng biu méi, & cai d6 tuy ch,
nhung t6i ndi trude, khong vui dau.

Nhy cam on, ra ngoai. Hom d6 day tui nho
bai dtc duc, Nhy muén khdc khi giang cau
“Phai yéu thuwong va kinh mén cha me, séng
thi tham hoi chét thi cing gi6”. Bén tam
gio, chiéc dong hd treo tuong gd mot trang
dai nhiing tiéng dong khd. Nhy ding day
bao tui nho dep tap. Tui nho 6n ao mai co
hoc khéng chi?

- Sao khéng?

- Mét?

- Cé.

- Vay ba muoi, mong mot?

— Co.

Nhy cudi chua chét tiép, linh trang ma, dau
c6 thang linh nao nghi ngay tét dau. Nhy
nhin ddm nho dang ngo ngac rdi bat cudi,
ndi vay chd mai nira rdi nghi. Dam tré reo
vui trong khi Nhy doi nha ra 16 don xe di
phd. Bén Thay khi Thuy dang 1am mit. Goi
Thay ra mét goc vuon, Mai em di chg mua

cho anh mot thé huong, hai ngon nén va nai
chuoi. Bem vao trai cho anh vao buoi sang.

— Chi vay?
- Em s& biét sau.

Pém d6, Nhuy, thire dén khuya thu xép tat
ca nhitng thur gi 16n x6n vao cai va-ly. Cai
ban op ep bing gd phao binh dugc lau chii
lai, va ké vao chd trang trong nhat trong
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phong. Trai ban bang to nhat bao. Nhu tim
trong Vi tdm anh nhau nat cia ngudi cha
gia, dan trén bia sau tim lich, rdi treo lén.
Cai ly ciing duoc lau chui dung gao dé cam
nhang. Khi nga, Nhy ndm mo thiy minh di
trén nhitng con duong ngut ngan, vira di
vira t¢ ma di hoai khong tdi. Hinh nhu hai
bén bo moc toan cdy khuynh diép, nhitng
cay khuynh diép 14 sic nhu dao, nhitng con
dao 1am Nhy trdy da xwdc mau tay chan.
Nhy mo hé thiy c6 di ngang song, c6 di
ngang dé¢o ma khong rd minh dinh di dau.

Thirc day, Thay dén, nu cudi dau ngay rang
rd. Nhy mo cua phong noi véoi Thiy day 1a
lan gid ther mudi bay cua thay anh, va 1a 1an
dau tién dura con trai Gt gid bd. Nhy mang
mang nghi dén me. Ngudi dan ba gian kh
d6 bay gid & mot phuong trdi nao do han
vira cling xong tuan nudc tra dau tién. Thay
hoi sao mat anh d6 vay? Nhu giat minh.

- Em vao day.

Nhuy luc gié ra nai chudi, hai ngon nén va
thé huong. Bay trén ban thd. Nhy chi biét
I& ma khong biét khan. R6i quay lai Thay.

- Lan dau tién trong doi anh tu t6 chac mot
ban thd, lan dau tién anh gid cha, vui sao lai
cé em.

Nhy xac dong cang 16i. Khung lai roi hon
Thay. Nu hén kéo dai nhu hira hen mai sau.
Mai sau thi vén mit ming suong khoi. Toi
khi ¢6 budc chan ngudi téi Thdy méi day
Nhy ra, bo xuéng dudi nha. Vién si quan
budc vao phong.

— Lam gi d6 may?

Nhy lic ddu khong néi. Vién si quan budc
tai gan. Con Ca nao kha qué vay may?

- Khéng.
—Khéng C. Tinh xai riéng sao? Cho anh em

ké vai cho?
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- Xin 13i Thiéu dy, t6i noi chuyén véi Thiéu
iy dang hoang ma Thiéu Gy may tao véi ai?
va Thiéu Gy néi C. vai ai?

Con noéng lam Nhy dung day: “T6i cdm
Thicu ty xung hé may tao vdi t0i, neu
khong t6i sé dung danh tir nay véi Thiéu
uy”.

Thuy cling vira chay 1én gi d6 anh. Vién si
quan tré6 mét nhin Thiy bat chot quay lai
Nhu.

— Yéu cau anh n6i chuyén nha nhan lai. Toi
1a S quan An ninh cta Tiéu doan nay. Ai
cho phép anh dem gai vao trai? To6i du
quyén han giam anh vao chudng cop. Cai
danh cho ha si quan v0 I&.

Nhu cuoi nhat.

- T6i cho hinh phat caa Thiéu dy, va cho
nghe quyét dinh cia Thiéu ta vé truong hop
mot si quan ¢ 16i n6i nham nhé mat day
V6i vo linh nhy Thiéu Qy.

Vién si quan bé ra ngoai, mat ham ham, tao
s& trinh Thiéu ta vy nay. B.m, dirng c6 cay
thé. Nhu néi vong theo thwa Thiéu Uy toi
cho.

Nhimng ngay sau d6 Nhy ludn bi sy dom
ngo va tra thu nhé mon cta St quan an ninh.
Ket cho han 1a Nhy tuy tré nhung khong
phai thudc loai ham choi ca chon. Hon nira,
Nhu lai 1a nhan vién riéng va tin can caa
6ng Tiéu doan truong. Ma nhitng ké ha hiép
cap dudi lai 1a nhitng ké khiép hai cap trén.
Sang mong mot, Tiéu doan tdp hop nghe
thong diép cua vi nguyén thu qudc gia va
nhat 1énh don vi truéng. Tiéu doan cim trai
va tng chién cho thi x4, 6ng Tiéu doan
truong nhan manh, tap hop bét than ving
mat s€ bi nghiém phat. Trir 6ng Trung Si
Nhu c6 cdng tac riéng. Nhy dwgc moi vé
nha ong Tiéu doan trudng “an tét véi céc
chau cho vui”. Nhy thim cam on su trong
dai ciia 6ng Tiéu doan trudng cho Nhuy - ké
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bat dic chi vé hoc van di phung thoi vé cai
minh hén kém — Nhung 18 phép tir chdi sau
khi theo xe caa dng ta ra nha chuc tét. Nhu
mung tudi bon dira nho mdi dira mot to hai
chuc méi tinh. Nhy ciing duoc vo chdng
Thiéu ta Tiéu doan truong Ii xi kha trong
hau so véi s6 tién Nhy ming tudi tui nho.
Nhy du tinh s€ mua cho Thiy mét moén qua,
that ngac nhién vao dip dau nim méi.

Nhu bong bang hoang thuc day vi nhiing
tiéng la 16n quanh minh. Bong téi kin nhu
bung. C6 tiéng la 16n phéo kich, phao kich.
Nhy x6 déng chan man qua mét phia, chup
voi khiu sing budc ra cira. Tiéng nd Ion
dap manh vao tai. Nhu U tai va té xuéng.

Khi tinh day thdy chan tay minh tring xda.
Cudi giudng dira con gai dang ngdi got trai
cam.

— Thay.

Thy quay lai nhin Nhy mim cudi, tinh roi
ha?

Nhy ctr dong thir tay chan va nham mét coi
minh dau don & dau, chi thiy rém rém nhuc
nhtic & bip dui bén trai.

— Anh sao d6 Thuy?

— Manh dan vao dui va trﬁy trua so so.

— Nang khéng?

- Nam muoi hai ky. Thiy cuoi, anh bi
xoang thdi ma lam em hét hon.

- Hét hén sao?

— Anh Dij ra béo tin anh bi ph&o kich nim

Quan Y Vién. Mg bao em vao xem ngay.
So anh ¢ bé gi.

Su tinh tao va khong qua dau nhirc cho Nhu
biét tinh trang minh khdng nguy hiém. C6
I& chang bi bat tinh vi dung quéa gan chd
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vién dan roi xuéng. Bt tinh vi tiéng dong
manh.

— Anh dua cho em cai dia chi dé danh dién
vé nha cho... bac 1én tham.

Nhu IGng bling miéng cam trong miéng im
lang, va lac dau:

— Khéng biét chd nao me ¢ ma danh dién
Ve,

— Anh khdng ¢6 chd nao dé tro vé sao?
Nhuy nudt ching miéng cam, lac dau.
— 0, ma c6 chu.

- bau?

- 0 mot khu vuon 6 trong tram thir cdy an
tréi, c6 ho nudi ca, co than yéu, co rudt thit,
c6 tat ca nhimg gi trén doi ngudi ta cho 1a
hanh phic. Véi chudi ngay chi c6 husng
nhan, cd sach, co ké 16ng may cho ai thé.
La em do, Thuy.

Nhy chong tay 1én giudng ngdi day. Toan
choang vai Thly. Bong vét thwong nh6i dau
lam chang nga xudng lai va lim di. Trong
tiéng khoc cua Thiy, Nhy mo hd thay
nhitng dot séng bién, nhitng don may bay,
thdy yéu diu, thdy hanh phic. Théy trong
tam tay ctia minh ca manh dat tré vé. Chd
tré vé mo uéc, cau khan hoai hoai trén céi
dat la qué ngudi ma Nhy troi giat bay lau
nay.

Nguyén Minh Nu

(MOT THOANG MAY PHIEU BAC la
truyén ngan dau tay cia Nguyén Minh Nizu,
dang trén tap chi VAN — Sai Gon, 1971)
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Viét Bén Dong Potomac

“Viét Bén Dong Potomac 1 va 2” 13 hai tdp sach in mau, day hon 800 trang, do nha xuat
ban Vin Phong phat hanh thang 8 nam 2025 tai ving Thi d6 Hoa Thinh Dén.

Pay la cong trinh suu tap va trinh bay rat
cong phu véi nhiéu sang tac van, tho,
nhac, hoa cta 86 tac gia di timg song va
sang tac “bén dong Potomac”, dong
song lon cua vung thu d6 Hoa Ky, cong
thém 12 tac gia tir phuong xa.

Trong sd cac tic gid co nhidu nha vin,
nha bao, nha tho, hoa si dd qua doi, rat
quen thudc voi doc gia nguoi Viét vung
thu d6 nhu Bui Bao Trac, Dinh Cuong,
Hoang Hai Thuy, Ha Binh Trung, Giang
Hitu Tuyén, Hoai Ziang Duy, Ngo Vuong Toai, Nguyén Minh Diém, Nguyén Ngoc Bich,
Lé Thiép, Ta Quang Khoi, Thai Thuy Vy, Vi Khué, Vii Hoi, Vuong Dtic Lé, Tran Hoai
Thu...
C6 thé noi vai 98 tac gia va trong khoang thoi gian 50 nam, trai dai tir 1975 dén 2025, Viét
Bén Dong Potomac da ghi lai dugc, qua cac sang tac van hoc nghé thuat, nhitng tam tu,
suy nghi va trai nghiém ctia khdi vin nghé si nguoi Viét luu vong song trong ving tha do
Hoa Thinh Pén. Nguoi doc co thé tim théy lai va nhan ra nhitng nd luc vuot kho khin ciia
nhiing nha bdo van muén tiép tuc lam bdo & gitra nhitng manh doi ty nan vun v trén xi
ngudi. Nhitng Dang Dinh Khiét véi Xac Pinh; Giang Hiru Tuyén voi Hoa Thinh Dén Viét
Bao; Nguyén Minh Niru véi Van Phong, Van Ngh¢; Ngd Vuong Toai véi Viét Chién, Dién
ban Tu Do. Nguoi doc ciing c6 dip tim doc cac bai viét cua nhitng nha bao lao thanh nhu
Uyén Thao, Sttc May Pinh Tir Thirc, van con nguyén cai khi thé cta nhitng ngoi but cia
18 that va tu do. Va ngoai ra con nhiéu nhiing chuyén ké, nhiing tim tinh vin nghé, nhiing
bai tho va nhitng burc tranh v& nghé thuét ctia nhiéu tac gia khac. ..
Gép lai hai tap sach doc gia co thé hinh dung va cdm nhan dugc mdt khoang troi sinh dong
ctia nhitng vin nghé si séng, viét va sang tac “bén dong Potomac”.

Nguyén Quang Diing

Lién lac mua sach: Email: nuuminhnguyen@gmail.com Di¢n thoai: (703) 608-8001

An phi: 70 USD cho 1 b6 (gdm 2 cudn c6 hdp cover + cude phi)
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The Editorial Letter

Happiness is truly an elusive experience, or difficult to find, in today's volatile and
unstable world. But there will also be many arguments from others that happiness is
inherently simple and present right here, right now, without the need for a far-off search.
If those around you are asked about their feelings of happiness, many quick answers might
be received. For example, waking up, entering the kitchen, brewing a hot cup of coffee,
and savoring its bitter aroma while feeling refreshed, that is happiness. For example,
unexpectedly hearing Thai Thanh sing "Budn Tan Thu" (Autumn's Fading Sadness)
again... "Who drifts through the mist and wind, Not stopping by me, disheartened... I sit
knitting a sweater, My heart filled with sorrow, I miss my beloved..."
atmosphere of early autumn, watching leaves fall and sink in the yard, amidst the sounds
of an old song, suddenly feeling happiness.

Happiness also comes from the fruits of hard work, time, money, organization, and
bringing people together. For example, the happiness of a Bride and Groom in a truly

solemn wedding filled with the joyful laughter of family and friends. Another example is

in the quiet

the happiness of writer Nguyén Minh Nitu, from gathering writers and journalists in the
collection of literature, poetry, and music "Writing by the Potomac River" to a
successful book launch that didn't lose money or effort spent printing and publishing
Vietnamese books in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area at this time.

But ultimately, to answer the question, "Is happiness about achieving results or about
gaining experiences?" or "How do we measure happiness?", there is no answer that
everyone agrees upon. In this issue, the topic of happiness will be explored through the
perspectives of philosophers, researchers, economists, and spiritual masters with the
articles "Happiness: GNI or GNH?" by Lé Van Binh and "Buddhism, the Source of
Happiness" by Nguyén Ngoc Hoang Quynh Hoa. It is hoped that this will awaken in
each person a spirit of inquiry, learning, and deep understanding about happiness in this
human life.

The remaining important part of 1975 Magazine, in Vietnamese and English, will always
be the inseparable past, sentiments about Vietnam and its people before 1975; and

research and opinions on the present and future of our homeland facing geopolitics and the
world's progress in technical civilization.

The Editorial Board of 1975 Magazine.
100 1975 Magazine



Commemorating 50 Years of the National Day
of Mourning, April 30, 1975:

LOOKING TOWARD VIETNAM’S FUTURE

Loc Vu

Dear Executive Committee of the Vietnamese National Institute of Administration
Alumni  Association of Southern California (VNIAAA), fellow alumni,
distinguished guests, and friends: I am deeply honored and grateful to the Executive
Committee of the VNIAAA for the opportunity to speak on this important
occasion—the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the National Day of
Mourning, April 30, 1975, organized by the VNIAAA.

I will be presenting on the topic, '‘Commemorating 50 Years of the National Day of
Mourning, April 30, 1975: Looking Toward Vietnam's Future.” In this presentation,
before turning to the future of Vietnam, | will begin with a brief overview of the
Vietnam War, followed by a discussion of strategies for national restoration and the
importance of preventing Chinese domination. Accordingly, this presentation is
organized into the following three main parts:

- Part I: Overview of the Vietnam War

- Part Il: How to Achieve National Restoration and Avoid Chinese
Domination

- Part lll: Looking toward Vietnam's future

Part I: Overview of the Vietnam War
- Causes of the Vietnam War (1955-1975)

The Vietnam War was initiated by the North Vietnamese Communists (NVC) as
early as 1954, immediately following the signing of the Geneva Accords on July
20, 1954. This preparation was carried out under the direction of the Soviet Union
and Chinese Communists, within the broader context of the Cold War between the
two opposing blocs: the Communist International and the Free World.

Immediately after the end of World War I, the Soviet Union occupied Eastern

Europe, while the Chinese Communists took control of mainland China. The
Communist bloc, led by these two powers, not only engaged in an arms race with
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the United States but also supported national liberation movements across Asia and
Africa in an effort to expand their influence over the Third World.

In the face of this aggressive expansion by the Communist International, the West
and the Free World were placed under serious threat. As the leading superpower of
the Free World, the United States felt compelled to intervene in Vietnam to support
the Republic of Vietnam—a fledgling nation only recently established—in its effort
to resist the advance of Communism.

Thus, the root cause of the Vietnam War lies in the aggression of the North
Vietnamese Communists, who, under the direction of the Soviet Union and Chinese
Communists, sought to annex South Vietnam. This intention was later affirmed by
General Secretary L& Duan, who had the following words inscribed on his
memorial: "We fought the Americans for the Soviet Union and China.'

Image source: Internet
- Why did the Republic of Vietnam lose the war?

Based on Vietnamese and American historical documents concerning the Vietnam
War, | conclude that the Republic of Vietnam was not defeated due to a lack of
fighting spirit or military capability. Rather, its fall resulted from the betrayal of the
United States—through broken promises and the eventual withdrawal of military
and economic aid—at a critical moment. Meanwhile, the Communist bloc, led by
the Soviet Union and the Chinese Communists, continued to provide the North
Vietnamese Communists (NVC) with weapons and ammunition to pursue their goal
of conquering the free South.
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To support this conclusion, I will now present several key historical documents
related to the Vietnam War.

- The US Withdrawal and Aid Cuts to South Vietnam

The escalation of the Vietnam War in late 1964, marked by heavy American
casualties and rising war expenditures, ignited widespread anti-war protests across
the United States. Under intense public pressure, President Lyndon B. Johnson, a
Democrat, chose not to seek re-election in 1968. As a result, Republican candidate
Richard Nixon won the presidency, campaigning on a promise to end the Vietnam
War and bring American troops home with honor.

To fulfill this promise, the Nixon administration launched the 'Vietnamization'
program in 1970, shifting combat responsibilities to the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam (ARVN), while the U.S. limited its role to providing fire support. In early
1972, under the direction of National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger, President
Nixon traveled to Shanghai to meet with Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai. The purpose
of this visit was to negotiate a safe withdrawal of U.S. forces, with assurances from
the Chinese Communists.

gHeslii-" "
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W W~ ‘a ,
President Nixon meets Mao Zedong in Beijing on January 21, 1972
(Image:www.tapeitimes.com)

Following this diplomatic breakthrough, the United States began a gradual
withdrawal of troops from Vietnam, while also reducing military and economic aid
to South Vietnam. Simultaneously, Washington placed pressure on President
Nguyén Van Thiéu to sign the Paris Peace Accords on January 27, 1973. Though
officially titled 'The Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in
Vietnam,' the treaty, in reality, left South Vietnam vulnerable to further Communist
aggression.

Under the terms of the agreement, the United States withdrew its troops and
drastically reduced aid to South Vietnam—yet it did not require North Vietnamese
forces to return to the North. This significant omission was reportedly the result of
the U.S. government yielding to demands from the Soviet Union. (1)
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- The US colluded with Beijing and Moscow to betray South Vietnam.

In his book Decent Interval, Frank Snepp—a CIA intelligence officer stationed in
Saigon before 1975—revealed a tense exchange between President Nguyén Vin
Thiéu and U.S. National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger regarding the Paris
Peace Accords. On October 22, 1972, President Thi¢u became enraged when
Kissinger pressured him to accept a draft agreement that had been negotiated with
Lé buc Tho in Paris. President Thi¢u firmly stated: 'l do not agree with some of
your staff going around Saigon saying that | have signed. | have not signed
anything. | am not opposed to peace, but I have not received a satisfactory answer
from you, so | will not sign.'

Kissinger, visibly frustrated by Thiéu’s resistance, replied that he had succeeded in
Beijing, Moscow, and Paris, and now faced the prospect of failure in Saigon. He
warned: 'If you don’t sign, we will proceed alone." In response, President Thiéu
accused Kissinger of colluding with Beijing and Moscow to betray South Vietnam.
This confrontation is also recorded in Kissinger’s own memoir, White House Years
(p. 1385), where President Thiéu is quoted as saying:

'As a soldier, one must always fight. If | were not a soldier, | would have resigned
when the United States asked me to resign and even bargained with me about the
date and time of my resignation... | have never told anyone that the Americans
asked me to resign, because that would be humiliating; therefore, | acted as if | had
made the decision myself.” (2)

Image: On November 22, 1972, Special Advisor Le Duc Tho and US National
Security Advisor Henry Kissinger held secret talks in Gif-Sur-Yvette, France.

- The US reduced military aid to the Republic of Vietham while the Soviet
Union increased aid to the Communist forces.

About a year after the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, the U.S. Congress began
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drastically reducing military aid to South Vietnam—cutting it by approximately
50% each year: from $2.1 billion in fiscal year 1973, to $1 billion in 1974, and
further down to $700 million in 1975. In real terms, this final amount was worth
only about $500 million due to rising oil prices and inflation (Henry Kissinger,
Years of Renewal, p. 471). These cuts had devastating consequences for the
Republic of Vietnam's military capability.

According to General Cao Van Vién (The Final Days of South Vietnam, pp. 86—
87), by 1974, fuel shortages had forced the air force to ground over 200 aircraft,
resulting in significant reductions across operations: flight support hours were
slashed, pilot training dropped by 50%, reconnaissance missions by 58%, and
helicopter operations by 70%. The Navy, likewise, cut its activity by 50%, laying
up around 600 vessels of various types. Ammunition shortages became critical:
whereas in 1972 the armed forces used over 69,000 tons of ammunition per month,
from July 1974 to March 1975, this dropped to just 19,000 tons—a 70% reduction
in firepower. By February 1975, South Vietnam had only a 30-day supply of all
types of ammunition, which dwindled to just two weeks’ worth by April (p. 92).

Lieutenant General Tran Vian Minh, former commander of the Air Force, confirmed
that many aircraft were grounded due to a lack of spare parts and fuel. Meanwhile,
military aid to North Vietnam surged. According to Kissinger (Years of Renewal,
p. 481), after a visit to Hanoi by Soviet Chief of the General Staff Viktor Kulikov
in December 1974, the Soviet Union quadrupled its military assistance to Hanoi.

(3)

As aresult, just over two years after the Paris Peace Accords were signed, the North
Vietnamese Communist army—nheavily armed with Soviet and Chinese weapons—
launched a full-scale offensive and completely occupied South Vietnam on April
30, 1975.

- The US blamed President Nguyen Van Thieu and the ARVN for the loss of
South Vietnam.

After 1975, efforts were made—particularly by some American political and media
circles—to redirect the South Vietnamese people's resentment over the fall of their
country toward President Nguyén Vian Thiéu and the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam (ARVN), thereby deflecting attention from what many considered an act
of betrayal by the United States. This sentiment was famously expressed by
President Thiéu himself in 1972, when he told Henry Kissinger, 'The United States
has betrayed its ally.'
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North Vietnamese Communist tanks entering Independence Palace on April 30, 1975
(Image: AP)

To support this narrative, certain overseas Vietnamese-language media outlets were
mobilized to blame President Thiéu for the collapse of South Vietnam and to
portray the ARVN as cowardly and corrupt. VVoices from President Thiéu and
former ARVN soldiers who sought to defend their honor and set the historical
record straight were often silenced or ignored. In some cases, opportunistic
individuals were even used to distort and discredit the overseas anti-communist
movement, turning it into acts that were shameful and unworthy of its original cause

(4).

- The Harsh Truth about the 1973 Paris Peace Accords

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the signing of the 1973 Paris Peace
Accords, Radio Free Asia (RFA) aired a commentary titled 'The Harsh Truth about
the 1973 Paris Peace Accords.' The program argued that instead of achieving 'peace
with honor,' the agreement ultimately paved the way for the North Vietnamese
Communists to fully invade and conquer South Vietnam in just over two years.

Recently declassified documents related to the Vietnam War have shed new light
on the circumstances leading up to the accords, revealing uncomfortable truths. The
United States, under President Nixon, effectively abandoned its ally—an act seen
by many as a stain on a nation that professes to uphold noble values. Fortunately, a
number of American historians and analysts have since uncovered and strongly
criticized these decisions.

In reality, the terms of the 1973 Paris Peace Accords had already been discussed
and largely agreed upon during President Nixon’s 1972 visit to Beijing. These
arrangements were orchestrated by National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger in
negotiations with Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai and Chairman Mao Zedong—not in
Paris, as officially claimed. (5)
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Henry Kissinger signing the Paris Peace Accords with Le Duc Tho in Paris on January
27, 1973.

Part 1l: How to Achieve National Restoration and Avoid
Chinese Domination

1- The older generation must teach the younger generation the fearless, self-
reliant spirit that has sustained the Vietnamese people through history.
Drawing from the painful lessons of the Vietnam War, Vietnamese people—both
at home and abroad—must return to the core values of our national spirit: pride in
our Lac Hdng lineage, the indomitable and self-reliant resilience of the Vietnamese
people, and a deep sense of national righteousness. These values are essential for
reviving a free, democratic, and prosperous Vietnam in Southeast Asia. It is both a
personal and collective responsibility—of every family and the entire overseas
Vietnamese community—to instill this enduring spirit in the younger generation.

_ Within every family, we must teach our children the true nature of the Vietnam
War—that it was a just struggle to defend national righteousness and protect a free
South Vietnam from Northern Communist aggression. They must also learn about
the resilient history of the Vietnamese people, rooted in over 4,000 years of building
and defending the nation under the legacy of the Lac Hong lineage. Only with this
understanding can our children take pride in their heritage and in being Vietnamese.

Equally important, we must teach them to speak and write in Vietnamese, for as the
saying goes: 'As long as the Vietnamese language exists, so will Vietnam."'

_ Within our community, we must encourage our children to engage in both
Vietnamese and American civic activities to strengthen the presence and influence
of the Vietnamese people in the social and political life of the United States—at the
local, state, and federal levels. We should urge them to vote and, when possible, to
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participate actively in political processes. Additionally, we should inspire them to
support and stand with those who continue the fight for democracy, freedom, and
human rights in Vietnam.

Specific Contributions of the Community: Passing on the Spirit of Struggle to
Future Generations

In reality, many Vietnamese individuals have made meaningful contributions to
preserving and passing on the indomitable and self-reliant spirit of the Vietnamese
people to future generations. For example, Ms. Thé Thuy, a member of the
Westminster School District Board of Education, successfully advocated for the
inclusion of Vietnamese Refugee Day (April 30) in the district’s official
curriculum. She also helped establish a bilingual education program in which
Vietnamese teachers are given equal standing, teaching language, culture, and
history—ensuring that Vietnamese children born in the United States remain
connected to their roots.

Additionally, the educational booklet ‘Em Nhé Mau Co” (I Remember the Color of
the Flag), created by Ms. Ngoc Nhung, serves as a valuable resource for teaching
children about contemporary Vietnam while helping them resist Marxist
indoctrination.

According to a press release issued on April 7, 2025, the Westminster School
District will hold a special ceremony during the Board of Education meeting on
April 10, 2025, to commemorate Black April and the 50th anniversary of the Fall
of Saigon. Following the ceremony, the District will formally adopt Resolution 24-
25-28, which: honors the Freedom and Heritage Flag of Vietnam; commemorates
the 50th anniversary of the Fall of Saigon; and reaffirms the District’s commitment
to cultural diversity. (6)

My Personal Experience in Passing on the Spirit of Struggle to Future
Generations

At family meals, | often remind my children to study diligently, work hard, and
become self-reliant—so they can contribute meaningfully to the prosperity of their
new homeland. At the same time, | urge them never to forget their fellow
countrymen still living under oppression in Vietnam, and to recognize their
responsibility in helping restore a free and democratic Vietnam.

| have six children, and I encouraged all of them to study political science with the
hope that they would one day contribute to the country's renewal. Among them,
only my second-youngest daughter, Anny Vii, chose a path in politics. She currently
serves in the U.S. Department of State.
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More than 20 years ago, | recognized her potential and interest in international
affairs, so | encouraged her to apply to the State Department in 2007, after she
earned her master’s degree in political science and international relations from
Johns Hopkins University. Since then, Anny has held various roles at the State
Department and the National Security Council. She is fluent in five languages:
Vietnamese, English, Mandarin Chinese, French, and Indonesian.

My daughter’s most recent appointment is as Chargé d’Affaires ad interim at the
U.S. Embassy in China. Last month, Anny shared with me a Reuters news article
announcing her new role. According to the report dated March 14, 2025, the U.S.
State Department appointed Anny V1, a senior diplomat, to lead the U.S. Embassy
in Beijing and its network of consulates across China. She is currently overseeing
a staff of 1,300 personnel while the ambassador-designate, David Perdue, awaits
Senate confirmation.

ANNY VU: A CHINA EXPERT

According to her biography on the AIT website, prior to her appointment in China,
Anny Vu was the Political Chief of the Political Section at the American Institute
in Taipei (AIT), Washington's de facto embassy in Taiwan. Before her assignment
in Taiwan, Ms. Vu held a senior position as Deputy Coordinator for China Bilateral
Affairs in the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs at the State Department in
Washington. She also served on the National Security Council during the first
Trump administration and the Biden administration in several roles, including a
period as Director for China.

Anny Vu. Photo source: ASFA.org

In 2021, she won the American Foreign Service Association (AFSA) "Constructive
Dissent™ award for her work countering Chinese influence at the United Nations.
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The AFSA.org award website states that she lobbied for alternative choices to
Chinese candidates in the elections for the heads of two UN agencies: the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Intellectual Property
Organization in 20109.

Because of these achievements, The Foreign Service Journal, in an article titled
“ANNY VU: COUNTERING CHINESE AGGRESSION IN INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS,” praised Anny Vu as follows:
“Vu played a key role in identifying the problem, convening interagency meetings,
and developing a whole-of-government strategy to rally allies and partners to
counter Chinese influence in multilateral fora.” (7)

Beyond Anny’s story, | am aware of many Vietnamese families whose children are
currently studying diplomacy or serving in the U.S. Department of State. In the
U.S. military, there are numerous Vietnamese-American officers who hold general
ranks. Across both the public and private sectors of American society, Vietnamese-
Americans have excelled as lawyers, doctors, engineers, scientists, technologists,
astronauts, and experts in a wide range of fields.

This growing pool of talent represents a powerful human resource—one that holds
great potential to contribute meaningfully to the future restoration of a free,
democratic, and prosperous Vietnam.

2 — Father Phan Van Loi: Three resolutions to revive the country and avoid
Chinese domination:

In the article “Thinking About April 30, 2015?”, Father Phan Van Loi, speaking on
OMVATV on April 30, 2015, proposed three key resolutions aimed at revitalizing the
nation and resisting Chinese domination:

First, the overseas Viethamese community must unite in the fight against Communism.
This means putting aside petty disputes and personal rivalries, embracing unity in diversity,
prioritizing the collective “us” over the individual “me,” and respecting differing
approaches to the struggle—as long as the common goal remains clear. Efforts and
achievements, no matter how small, should be acknowledged and appreciated.

Second, unity is also essential within Vietnam. Farmers, workers, intellectuals, religious
groups, pro-democracy activists, and civil society organizations must stand together. These
groups should share responsibilities—allowing the intellectuals to guide public discourse
and empowering the people to collectively exercise their political will.

Third, unity between Vietnamese at home and abroad is critical. Together, they must form
a broad National Alliance to confront two common adversaries: the Vietnamese
Communist Party (Viet Cong) and the Chinese Communist Party—regimes that support
one another for mutual survival. We must remain vigilant and reject Hanoi’s rhetoric of
"harmony and reconciliation,” remembering instead the errors, crimes, and failures that
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both the Viet Cong and the Chinese Communist Party have inflicted on Vietnam over the
past 50 years. (8)

3 - Advisor Ngo Dinh Nhu: Strategy to avoid Chinese domination

That is to nurture the spirit of independence, self-reliance, and self-determination along
with national and ethnic consciousness.

More than 60 years ago, advisor Ngo Dinh Nhu, in his book “Vietnamese Political Theses”,
explained the issue of how to avoid Chinese domination as follows:

“The most necessary, most effective, and entirely proactive measure is to nurture
the spirit of independence and freedom of the people, and to promote national and
ethnic consciousness. At the same time, apply a liberal governance policy, expand
the leadership framework, so that the issue of national leadership is thoroughly
understood by many people.”

Mr. Nhu concluded: “A totalitarian or dictatorial regime like the current one in
Hanoi cannot succeed in avoiding the threat of Chinese invasion. The reason is that
Hanoi's leaders still maintain the Communist nature of exclusive leadership,
totalitarianism, and to consolidate the authoritarian government, they ruthlessly
suppress the opposition, genuine religious organizations, implement policies that
torment people in poverty, slow progress, and illiteracy... so that no one in the
country can oppose them.”

Mr. Nhu's prediction above is still valid to this day because after the Communists
took over South Vietnam, the General Secretary of the Communist Party of
Vietnam, Nguyen Van Linh, admitted: “I also know that relying on China will lead
to the loss of the country, but losing the country is better than losing the Party.”

In the context of Chinese Communist having ambitions for world domination with its “One
belt, one road” policy as it is today, if the Vietnamese people no longer has the opportunity
to change the leadership in the nation, then the issue of Vietnam becoming a Chinese
dependency is only a matter of time. (9)

Part I11: Looking towards the future: Hope has risen...

1 - The hope of a German journalist for a free Vietham:

In the conclusion of a book about Vietnam, “A reporter’s love for a wounded
people”, author Uwe Siemon-Netto, a German journalist, who lived in South
Vietnam for 5 years during the war before 1975, praised the ARVN:

“I was not present at the fall of Saigon after all units of the ARVN (Army of the

Republic of Vietnam), routinely vilified by the American media, now abandoned by
their American allies, fought nobly, knowing they could not win or survive this last
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stand. | was in Paris, heartbroken as all this unfolded and I wish I had had the
opportunity to pay my respects to five ARVN generals before they took their own
lives at the end of it all, a war they could have won: Lé Van Hung (born 1933), Lé
Nguyén Vi (born 1933), Nguyén Khoa Nam (born 1927), Tran Van Hai (born
1927) and Pham Van Phu (born 1927).”

The author expressed his desire, along with the Vietnamese people, to nurture the
hope that one day soon, the Vietnamese nation will find a solution to dismantle the
brutal Communist regime:

“Obviously | am not advocating further bloodshed to correct the outcome, even if
it were feasible. But as an admirer of the resilience of the Vietnamese people, |
believe they will eventually find peaceful means and genuine leaders so they can
escape the tyrants. It may take generations, but it will zappen.” (10)

2- The Heartfelt Thought Of Artist Kim Chi On April 30, 1975: “I have a
strong belief integrated into the will of all Vietnamese people... will certainly
demand HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM FROM CHINA for
Vietnam”

Veteran artist Kim Chi, in her youth, enthusiastically served in the Liberation Arts
Troupe in the Southern battlefield. But after the "liberation of the South,"” she lost
faith in the Vietnamese Communist Party and the corrupt and unjust socialist
regime. However, she has a strong belief in the will of all Vietnamese people, both
inside and outside the country, that they will certainly demand HUMAN RIGHTS,
DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM FROM CHINA, and build a country with true
freedom, democracy, human rights, prosperity, and civilization. She shared her
feelings about April 30, 1975, on her Facebook page on April 17, 2023, as follows:
“For me now, April 30th is not the day of the liberation of the South. The South
used to be the dream of Thailand, of Singapore. Yet now, Vietnam lags behind them
by centuries. The South was a rice bowl, exporting to other countries. Yet, after
April 30th, for a period of time, the leaders caused the whole country to have to eat
mixed meals with potatoes, cassava, and corn. The scene of closed markets and
blocked rivers at that time led to a shortage of even dried fish and fish sauce...
Now, every April 30th, my heart aches because my faith in the Vietnamese
Communist Party and the socialist regime has completely crumbled. The sadness
cannot be expressed in words.

But | have a strong belief in the will of all Vietnamese people, both inside and
outside the country, that they will not let the leaders do whatever they want.
Progressive intellectuals, party members, military officers, along with young
people in civil society organizations, are standing side by side in the ranks of those
taking to the streets, which are growing in number. Following the trend of human
progress and civilization, the people will certainly demand HUMAN RIGHTS and
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DEMOCRACY; only with these two things can we hope for FREEDOM FROM
CHINA. Only by escaping Chinese influence can Vietnam take off. Currently, in the
southern provinces, hundreds of thousands of factory workers have taken to the
streets. This is a sign that many people have overcome their fear. | believe the time
will come when everyone will realize they have to save themselves. That day will
definitely come. High-ranking officials, believe me, when the people are angry, you
will lose everything. The people will definitely be VICTORIOUS.

| dream of a very near future when Vietnam will be renewed in accordance with
the times on this earth with a political system that truly satisfies the people, no
longer a 'single party giving birth to an authoritarian, totalitarian party rule’,
rising by its own strength through a ‘'market mechanism’, a country with true
freedom, democracy, and human rights. Then, how ‘joyful | will be again' to be
reunited with all my relatives and siblings overseas, returning in the joy of national
reconciliation, together building a prosperous and civilized Vietnam...! ”(11)

3- Dr. Nguyen Tien Hung's aspirations for Vietnam's future

In the article “The Republic of Vietnam and its ill-fated destinies”, Dr. Nguyen Tien
Hung, advisor to President Nguyen Van Thieu and author of many books about the
Vietnam War, looked back at the unfavorable events that happened to the late
President Diem during the First Republic and to President Thieu during the Second
Republic, and lamented:

‘Looking back at history, we see how true the proverb "misfortunes never come
singly, blessings never come twice" is: misfortunes always come one after another
to the Republic of Vietnam, while good fortune rarely returns.””

Finally, the author concludes that it was all due to the harsh fate that God had
reserved for Vietnam, and the author could only place the future destiny of the
country in the hands of future generations. He concludes that:

“...Looking back today, the author myself has only one wish, that is, that future
generations, living in the technological age, with many means and favorable
circumstances for communication, will be able to be closer to each other,
understand each other better, and then gradually help the country's destiny become
brighter and better. We think that this is also the hope of the vast majority of
Vietnamese people today.” (12)

4- Prediction of the demise of the Vietnamese Communist regime:

In a speech delivered in English at the Spokane Public Library on April 19, 2015,
Washington State - USA, Professor Vu Quy Ky briefly presented the Vietnam War
and predicted the demise of the Vietnamese Communist regime for the following
three reasons:

1975 Magazine 113



- National Sovereignty Under Threat:

Vietnam is being threatened by Chinese Communist, just like Crimea was by
Russia. The Vietnamese Communist Party appears loyal to Beijing to protect its
power, privileges, and private interests, extracting the nation's and its people's
assets. Thousands upon thousands of Chinese soldiers disguised as civilian
workers are allowed to reside in many places throughout Vietham with special
privileges. They are living in special zones, cities reserved for the Chinese. In the
event of war, they can immediately become ready-to-fight soldiers. The Hanoi
authorities and security forces have no power over these special guests.

- Internal Weaknesses:

There is a vast gap between the Party members and the people in terms of power
and income. There is a vast gap between the rich and the poor. The absolute power
of the ruling apparatus creates injustice, corruption, and social evils never before
seen in Vietnamese history. The heavy repression brings much suffering to the
people. Vietnamese society is utterly devastated in the cultural, moral, and social
spheres. It is truly saddening.

- Opportunities:

People are gaining understanding, thanks to contact with the realities of the world:
how liberal democracy helps develop society and the economy, and liberates
people. People are becoming less and less afraid of those in power. The suffering
from constant brutal repression no longer threatens the people. Young people are
no longer terrified. The number of protesters is increasing. The seeds of an
uprising are gradually developing and spreading. The resistance will reach a level
dangerous to the regime. This harsh regime knows it nurtures the seeds that will
destroy itself. Communist party members are trying to flee abroad, seeking
political asylum. (13)

Four Possible Scenarios for Vietham’s Future

Predicting the downfall of the Vietnamese Communist regime is a sensitive and
complex topic, involving many internal and external factors. While the future
remains uncertain, we can identify several possible trends and scenarios that might
lead to significant change or the collapse of the current regime. Four potential
outcomes include:

- Scenario 1: Reform from Within
The Communist Party could initiate internal reforms to ensure its survival, adopting
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more democratic principles such as permitting limited multi-party participation or
allowing greater media freedom.

- Scenario 2: Peaceful Transfer of Power

Similar to transitions in Eastern Europe, the regime could peacefully negotiate its
own dissolution, leading to a democratic government through dialogue and
compromise.

- Scenario 3: Violent Upheaval

In the face of severe repression or crisis, widespread unrest or revolution could
erupt, resulting in the abrupt collapse of the regime.

- Scenario 4: Gradual Weakening

The regime may neither fully collapse nor reform but instead weaken over time,
maintaining a fagade of communism while losing real power to other social and
political forces. (14)

Author’s Commentary: Which Scenario Will the Vietnamese Communist
Party Follow?

Among the four possible scenarios, it is difficult to predict which path the
Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP) will take. Currently, only external signs are
visible—such as General Secretary To Lam’s administrative reforms aimed at
streamlining government operations, reducing budget waste, and fighting
corruption. These reforms appear to echo former President Trump’s “drain the
swamp” rhetoric in the United States. However, the VCP now faces significant
challenges in its trade relations with the US.

- President Trump implemented global tariffs

According to news reports, on April 2, 2025, President Donald Trump ordered
reciprocal tariffs on imports from more than 180 countries, effective April 9, 2025.
Yet, just one week later, on April 10, Trump unexpectedly announced a 90-day
suspension of these tariffs for most countries—except China. At the same time, he
raised tariffs on Chinese goods imported into the US from 104% to 125%, then to
145%, stating this was effective immediately. Then, on April 15, 2025, according
to Yahoo Finance, the US increased tariffs on Chinese goods to 245% following
China’s retaliation by restricting exports of rare earth elements and high-tech
materials.

Vietnam was targeted with a 46% tariff on goods entering the US due to suspicions
that it was acting as a transshipment hub for Chinese products. In other words,
Chinese goods were shipped to Vietnam, labeled “Made in Vietnam,” and then
exported to the US to evade American tariffs. Facing the threat of economic
collapse, factory closures, rising unemployment, and a potential stock market crash,
VCP officials proposed a 0% tariff on bilateral trade. However, the US rejected
this, emphasizing that the issue is not only tariffs but also Vietnam’s need for
transparency—preventing the transshipment of Chinese goods—and reducing the
US trade deficit with Vietnam.
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Ultimately, President Trump’s global tariff strategy aims to stem the flow of cheap
Chinese exports, challenge China’s threats against Taiwan, and counter its attempts
to destabilize the global economy. The US-China trade war thus extends far beyond
tariffs; it is a broad competition for economic, technological, and geopolitical
dominance worldwide.

President Trump speaks about tariffs in the Rose Garden at the White House in
Washington, DC, on April 2, 2025. REUTERS

In 2024, the U.S. trade deficit in goods and services totaled $918.4 billion, with the
largest deficits recorded with China, the European Union, Mexico, and Vietnam.
That year, Vietnam exported more than $136.6 billion in goods to the U.S. while
importing just $13.1 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of over $123.5 billion in
Vietnam’s favor. In response to growing U.S. concerns over this imbalance, the
Vietnamese Communist Party has dispatched a delegation, led by Deputy Prime
Minister Ho Duc Phoc, to Washington to negotiate expanded economic
cooperation. (15)

- Vietnam facing a difficult dilemma in the US-China trade war

According to news reports, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Vietnam from
April 14 to 15, 2025. During the visit, the two sides signed 45 cooperation
agreements across various sectors, as the leaders of the two Communist-ruled
countries called for a joint effort to “open a new era.” Xi likely used the occasion
to pressure Vietnam to align more closely with China amid the ongoing trade war
with the United States. He stated: “I look forward to deepening our friendship,
exploring cooperation, and advancing a shared vision for a China-Vietnam
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community with a common future of strategic significance in this new era.” In
response, Vietnamese Communist Party General Secretary To Lam praised Xi’s
visit and echoed the sentiment, calling on both countries to “join hands in opening
a new chapter in the development of Vietnam—China friendly relations”. (16)

Although Vietnamese leaders publicly called for both sides to “join hands to open
a new era of development in Vietnam—China friendly relations,” in reality, Vietnam
faces a difficult strategic dilemma—caught between two powerful and opposing
forces. If Vietnam aligns with the United States to protect its economy from
collapse, it risks angering China and could face retaliatory pressure or punitive
actions, as it has in the past. On the other hand, siding with China in its trade war
with the U.S. could prove economically disastrous, as exports to the American
market account for roughly 30% of Vietnam’s GDP. Such a move could trigger
widespread economic decline, political instability, and social unrest.

- Which scenario will the Vietnamese Communist Party follow?

In this context, | humbly believe that Vietnam may follow the first scenario outlined
earlier: that the Communist Party of Vietnam (VCP) could choose to reform in
order to survive—by gradually adopting more democratic principles, such as
permitting limited multi-party participation and greater freedom of the press.
Additionally, Vietnam should seize the opportunity presented by the intensifying
U.S.—China trade war to reduce its dependence on China and move toward greater
autonomy—aligning with the long-standing aspirations of the vast majority of
Vietnamese people, both at home and abroad. Conversely, if the VCP chooses to
side with China and allows an economic crisis to unfold, it could spark widespread
unrest and potentially lead to the regime’s total collapse.

Conclusion

These observations—from international voices, Vietnamese citizens, and the
overseas Vietnamese community—have rekindled hope for a future Vietnam that
is free and democratic, no longer under the grip of a dictatorial, oppressive, and
inhumane communist regime. History has shown that communism, by its very
nature, cannot truly reform itself. It is up to the Vietnamese people, through unity
and collective effort, to bring about real change and build a nation rooted in freedom
and democracy. As former Russian President Boris Yeltsin once stated:
“Communism cannot be repaired, it must be dismantled.”

To escape the threat of Chinese domination and reclaim full national sovereignty,
Vietnam must embrace democratization and revive the spirit of the historic Dién
Hong Conference. When faced with national humiliation, the elders of that time
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declared:

“Should we make peace or fight? Fight! Though our nation is weak, we must not
fear war. We are ready to sacrifice!”

It was thanks to the united fighting spirit of the entire population that our ancestors
successfully repelled Chinese invasions three times in the 13th century. Today, that
same spirit must be rekindled. Vietnamese people, both at home and abroad, must
come together as one national force—unified in purpose—to dismantle the
Vietnamese Communist regime, which serves as a puppet of the Chinese
Communist Party.

The collective will of the people is a formidable power, as the ancient Chinese
philosopher Xun Zi wisely said: “Quan gid chu gid, thiz dan gid thay gia; thay tac
tai chu, thay tac phic chu.” (The ruler is the boat, the people are the water; water
can carry the boat, but it can also overturn it).

May the unified will of the Vietnamese people become the rising tide that sinks the

Communist vessel to the depths of history.

Loc Vu
Little Saigon — Southern California, Black April 2025

Note on the author: The author graduated from the National Institute of
Administration — Saigon — Vietnam in 1971; and also held a Master’s degree in
Economics from the Saigon Faculty of Law in 1973. The author was invited to give
this speech at the Commemoration of the 50" Anniversary of the National Day of
Mourning, April 30, 1975, held by the Vietnamese National Institute of
Administration Alumni Association of Southern California (VNIAAA) on April 26,
2025 at the Vietnamese Library, Southern California.
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2021 Award for Constructive Dissent https://afsa.org/2021-award-constructive-dissent

(8) “Thoughts on April 30, 2015?” Father Phan Van Loi speaks on OMV4TYV on April 30,
2015 http://www.freevietnews.com/audio2/index.php?

subaction=showfull&id=1430430589&archiv e=&start from=&ucat=&

(9) Dr. Pham Van Luu: Mr. Ngbé Binh Nhu's View on the Threat of Chinese Invasion.
Source: FB Maria Au Hai Yén.

(10) Book “A reporter’s love for a wounded people”, author Uwe Siemon-Netto is a
German reporter, who lived in South Vietnam for 5 years during the war before 1975.
The original book of 306 pages titled “Duc , der Deutsche — Mein Vietnam. Warum
die Falschen, was translated by Ly Vin Quy & Nguy&n Hién with the title "Glory of
the Absurd - A reporter's love for the abandoned Vietnamese people™, autographed by
the author Uwe Siemon-Netto himself on the occasion of his visit to Berlin to speak
with the Vietnamese Refugee Community, dated March 23, 2014. The second edition
in English was published as: “Triumph of the Absurd - A reporter’s love for a wounded
people”.

(11) THE HEARTFELT THOUGHTOF ARTIST KIM CHI
https://www.facebook.com/692893586/posts/pfbid027H2KXNARGAFIDuUS6sUJjZ
MAPhiVNDLi4QruTGjwgFUriXKpDmxHtfTMiNoKvsH8al/?
sfnsn=mo&mibextid=6aam\W6
The Republic of Vietnam and its misfortunes. Source: Saigon in me/ Nguyén Tién
Hung.

(12) Black April 1975 — A History Lesson (on the Vietnam War 1954-1975) by Professor
Vi Quy Ky, posted on website:_http://www.freeviethews.com/audio2/index.php?
subaction=showfull&id=1429931260&archiv e=&start from=&ucat=&
This is the English speech of Professor Vu Quy Ky, delivered at the Spokane Public
Library on April 19, 2015, Washington State USA — briefly presenting the Vietnam
War and Black April 1975.

(13) Source: Predictions about the collapse of the Vietnamese Communist regime
according to ChatGPT & PERPLEXITY
(14) Source: Vietnam Trade: Record surplus with the US, increasing deficit with Chinese
https://www.voatiengviet.com/a/thuong-mai-viet-nam-dat-thang-du-ky-luc-voi-my-
tang-tham- hut-voi-trung-quoc/6912283.html
Source: Vietnam's trade surplus with US hits record high in 2024
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vietnams-trade-surplus-with-us-hits-
record-high- 2024-2025-02-05/? utm_source=chatgpt.com
Source: Inside Trump’s decision to pause most tariffs and turn up heat on China to
lock in better trade deals for US.
https://nypost.com/2025/04/10/us-news/how-trump-decided-to-pause-most-
tariffs-and-turn- up-heat-on-china/
(15) Source: Vietham — China sign 45 cooperation documents 'opening a new era'
https://www.nguoi-viet.com/viet-nam/csvn-trung-guoc-ky-45-van-ban-hop-tac-mo-

Ky-nguyen- moi/
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https://nypost.com/2025/04/10/us-news/how-trump-decided-to-pause-most-tariffs-and-turn-up-heat-on-china/
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THE POWER OF CIVIL SOCIETY

Luu Nguyen Dat, PhD, LLB/JD, LLM

To truly understand the power of civil society, we must first define its organizational
structure, its relative position, and its role in implementing democracy in today’s context.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Civil society is a collective of legal entities established to respond to, support, and protect
the collective interests, goals, and dignity of citizens, both locally and globally. This is
rooted in principles of humanism, self-determination, and independent thinking. For civil
society to be effective, it must voluntarily organize into "civil society organizations”
(CSOs)—which are typically non-profit, independent, or non-governmental entities—
working across various fields such as social services, economics, charity, education,
religion, professional development, research, literature, arts, and human rights advocacy.

When these organizations operate within the framework of "expanded collectives™ and
adhere to related legal procedures, they gain the ability to transparently pursue their
missions. This transparency enhances the power and influence of citizens within
community life. Legal activities carried out by civil society organizations also allow for
the evaluation of the existing political system. If it respects the legitimate activities of civil
society, we can classify it as an open democracy. Conversely, if it restricts or controls these
organizations, it can be deemed autocratic and anti-democratic. Civil society must be
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recognized as a legitimate need for the people, by the people, and for the benefit of the
people. Any other type of civil society organization that is not founded on these principles
is likely to be ineffective and a drain on human and financial resources. Lack of
transparency, organizational vitality, expertise, and clear objectives can lead to
counterproductive activities, mainly when organizations are formed under false pretenses
to serve the interests of specific political cliques. Such organizations will not effectively
serve those who seek genuine progress. Civil society, as an extension of the self-thinking,
self-initiated, and self-respecting collective, becomes truly beneficial only when it centers
on the lived experiences of citizens. In terms of legal status and justice, civil society must
be characterized by its voluntary nature, humanity, ethics, and non-profit orientation.

COMPARATIVE POSITION

Civil society exists within the civil sector and should measure its impact based on citizens'
concerns. It operates distinctly from [a] the personal and family sector, [b] the self-
interested market economic sector, and [c] the government sector.

A. The civil society sector is different from the personal, family, and party group
sectors. At the individual, family, or group level, people often act for their own interests,
achieving only limited benefits for themselves. They may work according to party
regulations, but do not typically engage in activities aligned with the mission of
independent civil society, such as literary and scientific research associations, charitable
organizations, or human rights advocacy. However, if individuals or family groups actively
promote philanthropic initiatives that serve broader societal goals without seeking profit,
they can qualify to operate within the civil society sector.

This requires:

1. Aclear distinction between the financial interests of individuals, families, or groups
and those of the civil society organization.

2. A commitment to fairness and non-discrimination. To avoid conflicts of interest,
individuals in civil society organizations, as well as public representatives, must
refrain from holding essential positions that could compromise their impartiality.
Instead, the leaders, members, and supporters of these organizations should receive
compensation and, if necessary, benefits such as tax exemptions based on their level
of participation, contributions, and adherence to ethical standards.

Since the 1990s, with the emergence of new social movements in the free world, civil
society has evolved into the "third sector.” As part of a strategy to build a humane and
borderless global order, civil society activities have shifted towards implementing
purely social volunteer programs, while political struggles remain organized within the
political society, which consists of associations advocating for ideological interests.

B. The civil society sector differs from the profit-driven market economy. While
entrepreneurs, legal entities, and commercial companies operate to make a profit
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through capital investments, charitable associations, trade unions, and organizations
that focus on education, cultural preservation, and the protection of human rights and
freedom operate as voluntary, non-profit entities. Their primary purpose is to provide
collective benefits to the public, prioritizing needs over profit.

In the civil society sector, exchanges are not driven by market supply and demand but
are based on:

- Urgent situations requiring efforts to assist victims and the disadvantaged,;

- The ideal of protecting freedom and human dignity;

- The value of creative and humanistic ideas that need to be nurtured and
developed.

The capital within civil society is comprised of “social capital” and human capital,
relying on ongoing contributions in terms of human resources and knowledge from the
community. In this context, citizens serve as both “partners” who support investments
in initiatives and as the collective aim of enjoying welfare, security, rights, and dignity
within the global community.

While non-profit activities require specific resources, funding, and facilities, these
financial and operational infrastructures must solely serve the public interest, as
outlined in the by-laws and the fundamental definition of civil society. Key principles
include:

- Fundraising efforts must ensure that assistance reaches those in need rather than
benefiting private individuals or groups.

- There should be no complicity with criminals or unjust local authorities that may
harm victims or genuinely needy individuals.

To ensure transparency and accountability, the non-profit activities of an organization
must:

- Maintain a clear separation of income and expenses, with a distinct budget and
proper accounting records.
- Avoid ambiguity that could lead to the private appropriation of resources by
members or administrators.

Financial resources obtained from fundraising initiatives and contributions from
philanthropists play a crucial role in supporting civil society activities. Funds are
necessary for community services, projects that safeguard human dignity and rights,
charitable efforts, as well as environmental protection and improvement. They also
enable the implementation of public health research, creative arts programs, and
education initiatives.
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Most importantly, all financial procedures, including revenues and expenditures, must
be conducted according to fair and transparent standards, free from abuse of power or
complicity in corruption.

Moreover, if businesses engage in and support social charity programs or fulfill
corporate ethical responsibilities, they may be recognized as adhering to civil society
standards. In such cases, it is essential to:

- Maintain a clear distinction between private business and non-profit
associations, avoiding any ambiguity in financial records and interests.
- Ensure there is no special treatment or discrimination.

C. The civil society sector differs from the public sector, particularly in
government. In the United States, civil society is built upon five foundational pillars
of civil rights:

1. Freedom of thought and religion

2. Freedom of speech and opinion

3. Freedom of the press and access to information
4. Freedom of assembly and collective organization
5. Freedom to criticize public authority

According to the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, the legislature
cannot give preferential treatment to any religion nor prohibit freedom of belief. It also
cannot hinder freedom of speech, freedom of the press, the right to peacefully assemble,
or the right to petition the government for redress of grievances. Clearly, civil society
serves as the constitutional "third force" in establishing and maintaining the foundation
of democracy in the United States.

Registering a non-profit organization as an independent legal entity is a common
practice in the free world. U.S. laws regarding organizations' registered offices stipulate
several organizational rules in the form of articles of incorporation. These documents
clearly outline the organization's name, purpose, headquarters, and information about
the declarant, founders, or board of directors. After obtaining a certificate of
incorporation, the next step is to apply for an Employer Identification Number (EIN)
with the IRS to open a separate account for the organization. After a few years of
operation, the organization can apply for federal tax exemption under the 501(c)(3)
legal designation, which is available for non-profit organizations focused on religious,
educational, charitable, or other approved goals. Among these, "charitable™" is one of
the most recognized purposes both domestically and internationally.

In the United States, organizations that use the term “charity” must actualize a mission
that serves the “public interest,” meaning they must provide benefits to the broader
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community rather than to individuals, families, or specific groups. In the UK, the
Charities Act 2006 outlines comprehensive charitable objectives, which include:

. Prevention and alleviation of poverty

. Promotion of education

. Promotion of religion

. Promotion of public health and life-saving solutions

. Promotion of civic community

. Promotion of arts, culture, traditions, and science

. Promotion of non-professional sports

. Promotion of human rights and racial reconciliation, equality, and diversity
. Improvement and protection of the environment

10. Relief for victims in urgent need due to childhood, illness, disability, poverty,
or other social disadvantages

11. Promotion of animal protection

O© 00 NO Ol WN -

This framework highlights the broad scope of charitable activities recognized under
both U.S. and UK laws, emphasizing a commitment to public welfare and social
enhancement.

IT ISIMPORTANT TO NOTE:

All of the above non-profit organizations and private funds have a civil society
character: of the people, by the people, serving the people. The members, from the
founders, members, and the board of directors, are all 100% citizens. They establish
associations for the sake of charity, for civic responsibility, for collective interests, for
human dignity, domestically and globally.

These associations rely on voluntary contributions, fundraising, and donations from
individuals, associations, business entities, and commercial companies with charity
programs. They will receive a corresponding tax reduction for whatever they contribute.
That is a direct or indirect way to participate in association activities and generous
charity. We have seen that billionaire philanthropist Warren Buffett donated 31 billion
USD to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to do charity work together. Even though
they receive the above contributions, the associations still have the full right to act
according to the association's guidelines, based on the purpose and mission they
undertake. They are not restrained by any force, except for having to carry out their
charitable mission according to the association's standards, in a fair, legitimate, and
fundamentally ethical manner.

IMPLEMENTING DEMOCRACY

The strength of civil society lies in the dynamism of voluntary organizations that can
effectively influence and shape both domestic and foreign policies. These organizations
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play a vital role in transforming and promoting economic, social, cultural, and
educational aspects of life, while also enhancing security at home and abroad.

The United States has illustrated the close relationship between the pluralistic and
diverse capacity of civil society and the preservation and promotion of effective
democracy. Democracy germinates from the infrastructure of civil society—rooted in
the will of the people, their initiatives, demands, requests, and recommendations—and
extends to the government system, encompassing legislators, executives, and the
judiciary, which are all responsible to the people and the nation.

Civil society's role emphasizes the promotion and preservation of democracy through
several key approaches:

[a] Implementing the values of pluralistic and diverse democracy.

[b] Facilitating reconciliation among the various aspects of an issue for the public good
and shared interests.

[c] Bridging gaps between different groups and interests by broadening conflicting
positions to build moderate, acceptable, and feasible solutions collaboratively.

[d] Reducing extremism in actions and using conscience to align with the needs,
interests, and perspectives of the people.

[e] Maximizing the use of available methods and experiences, both domestically and
globally, to advocate for democracy and peace-building.
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[f] Collaborating with like-minded organizations that share the same mission and goals,
ultimately focusing on the well-being of the people and humanity.

[g] Enhancing social capital through harmonious, fair, and equitable solutions.

[h] Increasing operational capital and fostering technical trust in each democracy-
building project.

In recent decades, inspired by examples from the free world, several countries have
transitioned away from authoritarian traditions. In Ethiopia, the establishment of
numerous civil society organizations led to a pluralistic National Assembly that
demanded that the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Front government end press
censorship and halt the arrest of journalists supporting civil society initiatives. This is a
clear result of democratization, driven by grassroots movements and popular uprisings.

From 1998 to 2004, we also witnessed the impactful role of civil society in Georgia,
Ukraine, Slovakia, Croatia, and Serbia, where their efforts led to free elections and
evident democratic progress in these nations.

Following these elections, civil society needs to continue collaborating with the
government to promote citizen participation through constructive initiatives within the
governance mechanisms of the country. Regular mobilization "between elections" is
crucial for gauging the effectiveness of civil society in any government that aspires to
promote freedom, democracy, prosperity, and security. Even in nations where
authoritarianism persists, manifesting as "negative/ineffective democracy," "repressive
democracy,” or "non-free democracy"—as seen in Vietnam—genuine civil society
remains a necessary component for democratization, contributing to the prosperity and
security of both the country and the broader region. Democracy can only be fully
realized when it emerges from freedom, driven by the initiative and determination of
the people as its foundation and capital.

Luu Nguyen Dat, PhD.LLB/|D, LLM

Michigan State University, Howard Law School

Luu Nguyen Dat, MA, PhD, LLB/JD, LLM
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After high school, I entered Teachers
Training College majoring in Teaching
English as a Foreign Language. While in
college I worked for No. 3 Bach Dang,
which was the code name for The Republic
of South Vietnam’s central intelligence
agency.

I was interested in intelligence service
because I had a propensity toward
adventures and liked dangerous activities,
and later, because I had an enmity toward
the Viet Cong who killed my father. My
father owned a small rice processing
facility in a rural area of Bac Lieu Province.
This was a hostile area and my father had
to pay taxes to the Viet Cong. Despite these
payments, one evening they came knocking
on our door, took my father to the paddy
field and shot him. Many years later I made
it a point to investigate his death and
discovered that,
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The Spy Couple

A Short Story by
Pham Thanh Chau

Translated by
Nguyén Thé Canh, Ph.D.

due to a small dispute, a local infiltrator led
local guerrillas to execute my father.
Naturally, [ While
awaiting my teaching assignment after
graduation, I secretly returned to my home

wanted revenge.

and hid from my neighbors in my room. At
midnight I went to his house and waited for
him in the back. People in the countryside
had no indoor toilets; they would go outside
to take care of their biological needs. On the
second night, he opened his door to go out
to pee. I stuck my pistol to his back and
commanded,

“Comrade, follow me over there to answer
before the Organization a few questions
about some urgent business.”

He became suspicious and moved to react.
I hit his head with my gun. He fell
unconscious. I tied his hands and feet, put
him on my back, and crossed the paddy
field to reach the spot where my father was
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put to death. I interrogated him at length
until he admitted his guilt before I let him
know the truth. He implored and begged for
mercy to no avail. The memory of my
father indignantly dying with his eyes wide
open boiled my blood. My family sold the
rice processing factory, the house, and we
moved to Saigon. Upon graduation I was
sent to teach at provincial high schools.
After each assignment, regardless whether
my mission was successful or not, I was
transferred to another province.

This story began when I was assigned to
keep surveillance on a female tailor in the
suburb of a town on the Central Coast. The
reason for this was that leaflets were found
on the road to town in the morning.
Villagers used this road to move their
staples to sell at the town market. They
transported their goods by bicycles, three-
wheeled taxi cabs, or buses. Early every
morning plain-clothes police kept watch on
this country road but did not see anyone
suspicious. Finally, one policeman had to
lie down on the roadside and discovered a
girl on a bicycle carrying a basket of water
spinach on the back and leaflets on the
pedals. She just slightly lifted her foot and
the leaflets were released. It was hard to
notice especially when it was still dark in
early dawn. Our investigation revealed that
she was the tailor in the suburb on the
outskirts of the town. Behind her house was
a small patch of water spinach. Every
morning she took her vegetables to the
town market and sold them in bulk before
returning home in a hurry. She

lived with her mother of about sixty years
of age. Her tailoring shop had a sewing
machine in the front and behind a thatch
divider was the bedroom, which also served
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as a fitting room. This family had moved
here from the highlands a year ago.
According to our investigation, she was a
high school student who later pursued a
career in tailoring. Her shop was rather
crowded because she was a nice, happy girl,
and she charged very little. Probably this
was a liaison post rather than a fund-raising
site for the Viet Cong.

My responsibility was to find a way to get
close to her and follow her activities. I
would play the role of a young man madly
in love with her, or even better, make
connections to work with her. On a Sunday
morning I was riding my motorcycle near
to her house and the vehicle stalled. I
stopped and tried to fix it. I went inside to
ask her for a rag and kept myself busy
cleaning the replacing  the
sparkplug, removing the secondary gas
tank .... till I broke into a sweat, but the

engine,

motorcycle would not start. I asked her for
a drink of water, sat down on the front
porch, asked her a few aimless questions,
then pushed my bike home. The next day |
took some fabric to her shop and asked her
to make me a shirt. I was invited to go
inside this time because I was a customer.
Then, from time to time, I asked her to
make something for me. I said with some
hesitation that I was more interested in the
opportunity to see her because I was
missing her. She appeared surprised but
remained silent. For the next few times she
was even more cautious, but I noticed in her
eyes a flash of joy whenever she saw me.
During our conversations I told her about
my family. My father participated in the
Front and was killed by the ARVN (1). I
sometimes went to the temple to listen to
the monk preaching or took part in
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meetings; | spoke carelessly to appear like
a person resenting the government. After a
period of indifference and caution, she
seemed friendlier and more open. The
enemy in the dark was pulling the prey
closer to his side; I knew I got her attention.
But I felt like being at the end of the road; I
was unable to get what we wanted to know.

One Sunday morning I went to visit her as
usual. Upon my arrival I saw only a heap of
smoking ashes. No one knew why the fire
burst out in the middle of the night and
engulfed the house. The girl and her mother
barely had enough time to escape. I
consoled her but she shook her head and
remained worried. She said,

“I haven’t paid off my sewing machine and
this piece of land and my clients demanded
that I pay in full for their lost fabrics and
clothes, but I’'m broke.”

I promised her that I would do my best to
help her. I sold my motorcycle. I asked my
neighbors to assist me in collecting used
corrugated sheets; I bought some additional
materials and rebuilt a decent new house;
besides, I was able to buy her a new sewing
machine. I took care of everything for her
in one week. Thereafter her attitude toward
me completely changed. We usually went
to the theater and enjoyed snacks I bought
from street vendors. Sometimes she came
to visit me at my boarding house. When she
went out with me, she usually dressed up,
applied a light rouge on her cheeks, which
made her look very pretty, transforming her
from a poor plain tailor into a fairy.
However, as far I was concerned, walking
beside her, especially in dark places, gave
me a creeping feeling as if [ was standing
in front of the barrel of a gun lurking in the
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dark. Due to my profession I was always on
guard, under camouflage, groping around
for a safe position in the back.

One day she stopped by my place to visit
me. My neighbor knew she was a tailor and
begged her to allow her daughter to learn
tailoring from her. The girl was a high
school student who recently failed her
graduation exam and wanted to work as a
tailor to earn additional income for her
family. Due to my support she seemed to
consent; but she asked for a couple of days
before she could give an answer, probably
she wanted to ask her leader for his
approval. She accepted her student in the
following week. The young girl was bright
three months,
noticeable progress. The shop also had

and, in about made
more business. One day I asked the
neighbor’s daughter to come over to have a
private talk. I asked, “How’s your training

with Miss Lan going?”’

“My cutting needs improvement but my
sewing is pretty good. Customers say that
my lines are very straight, smooth, and
beautiful.” She replied.

“Perhaps you need one more machine to
help Miss Lan meet her deadlines,” I
continued.

“I think so too but I don’t have the money.”
I confided in the student,

“As you might have guessed, I’'m in love
with Miss Lan and intend to marry her.
However, I have some reservation. It
appears that Miss Lan might have someone
else. I’d like you to help find out if anyone
comes and has intimate talks with her. You
won’t have to do anything to that might
cause her to become wary. I’ll put this little
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recorder in your handbag. When you come
to work, all you need to do is hanging your
bag in the back of your seat close to the wall
of the fitting room. That’s all. Make sure
you don’t let anyone know about this. If
Miss Lan or someone else sees it and asks,
just tell them it’s a radio. I’ll show you how
to tune in a radio broadcast. Also, don’t let
her know that I lent you money to buy the
sewing machine.I’m afraid she might
become suspicious, jealous, and cause
trouble for us.”

We started to listen to the enemy’s
information exchanges and discussions in
the fitting room. Another unit was on the
watch to take pictures of suspicious patrons
and opened investigations. We almost had a
complete list of local spies, fund-raising
centers, and housing places for infiltrators
as well. However, we were till not able to
identify the ringleader!

In this business a little negligence was
enough to get you killed. The female tailor,
for example, was not aware of us putting
her under surveillance. She and I were like
two judo contestants seeking to deceive
each other in order to down the opponent
onto the canvas. She completely lost her
footing, but I did not follow through. I’d
rather wait for her move. It was possible
that she pretended to engage me in intimate
conversations in order to find out more
about me, or on one evening seduced me to
take a trip to the rural area to enjoy fresh
air. However, these things never happened.
She was always quiet and sweet, which
worried me because I perceived her as
strong and dangerous. I tried to appear
happy when I walked next to her; in reality,
I had the impression that she was like a
poisonous snake; it would take her a second
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to ruin my life. It was not worth exchanging
my life for hers. I derived no gratification
from my role. I received orders to go
further, for example, to engage in sexual
contact in order to keep the prey but I could
not do it. It did not matter whether she
really loved me or pretended to be in love
with me, I was determined not to impinge
on a woman’s sacred place. That was the
weakness of an inexperienced spy like me.

The enemy had plans to attack provincial
towns in the summer. We spread our net.
We intended to begin our operation at
midnight. In the afternoon the student tailor
came back and reported that a beggar
Buddhist monk stopped in front of the
store; Miss Lan came out to make offerings;
the monks said his prayers in a murmuring
voice and wished well to everybody as
usual. However, when she turned around to
go back into her house, her face turned ashy
and her body trembled visibly. I proposed
the police operation start sooner. The entire
ring was arrested including myself. The
police came, knocked on my door,
handcuffed me, and shoved me onto their
truck.

Normally after each play the -curtain
dropped and I took a rest before I was
assigned a new mission. I did not know why
her image lingered vividly in my mind. My
pity arose when she was arrested and jailed.
Women, young girls, and children had no
place in war. They should be at home,
protected, and defended all the time. A girl
who tripped and fell would be touching
enough let alone a young gentle and
innocent-looking tailor locked behind iron
bars like a hunted beast waiting to be cut up
for meat. I often secretly looked at her
sitting sullenly in a corner of her cell,
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withered without a soul, emotion, or
thoughts. Her future would die in prison;
love, hope was coming to an end. As far as
she was concerned, I felt I was cruel,
deceiving a young girl although she was
directed from the dark. And, when I had the
impression that she was no longer an
enemy, my caution disappeared and, in my
mind, she appeared like a picture cleaned of
dust showing her pure and sweet image.
Therefore, I suggested she be released to
resume contact with other preys.

I was called from my cell to answer
questions related to our relationship. We
admitted that we in fact loved each other
but knew nothing about Viet Cong’s
activities. The interrogating policeman
pretended to believe us right away. He
promised that he would let us go and left to
take care of the paperwork. I moved to sit
next to her and held her hand, she looked
up at me and shook her head, perhaps she
thought the interrogator’s promise was a
trap. I tried hard to make her understand
that [ had the authority and I wanted to save
her because I loved her. I said to her, “As
you heard a few moments ago, I want to
vouch for you and be responsible for your
future actions. If you truly love me, you
should avoid those activities that might
cause you harm. You must take care of your
elderly mother; you’ll get married, have
children, and live a happy life like other
normal people. Don’t be silly anymore; not
that I’'m concerned about getting involved
with your misfortune, but if something
unfortunate happens to you, I'll suffer a
great deal. I’ll arrange for you and your
mother to move to Saigon to live among
city folks; no one will bother you any
longer. We’ll be engaged till I arrange to be

1975 Magazine

transferred to teach in Saigon, then we’ll
get married.”

She bowed her head and quietly listened to
me, held my hand and put it on her thigh,
and gave it a gentle squeeze. A drop of tear
fell on my hand. I took a deep breath of
relief. She understood my intention. She
wrote to her mother to ask her to sell the
house but kept the sewing machine, and to
get ready to move back home. We quietly
went to Saigon. With my friends’ help, I
was able to buy a small house at Ba Queo
Market area at the corner of Hoang Hoa
Tham and Ngo Tung Chau, Gia Dinh. Of
course, my surveillance responsibility did
not stop.

Our activities usually received support
from American spy agencies. Americans
were very generous but also very
bureaucratic; they happily reimbursed me
for my motorcycle, and paid me back
miscellaneous expenses like theater tickets,
snack foods, and refreshments. But after the
operation all papers were considered
classified. Again, I sold my motorbike and
borrowed more money to take care of her; [
had no idea when I would have the money

to buy another bike.

During the summer I returned to Saigon to
live with my family. I usually stopped by to
see her in the evening and sometimes
stayed for dinner with her family. After
eating her mother washed the dishes while
she excused herself and go to take a shower.
Cay Queo Market was located in an alley;
it was as quiet as a rural hamlet after the
market was closed. Behind her house was a
small square courtyard fenced off from
outside; I liked to sit on a wooden bench to
wait for her. She had a habit of not wearing
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her bra after shower; behind the thin fabric
of her blouse her breasts stood up straight
and were visible like two young bamboo
shoots springing from the ground. She sat
next to me, leaning her head to rub her hair
with a towel, brushing it down to straighten
it, turning her face up and pushing her hair
to her back, then looked at me, smiling. I
watched her in silence imagining seeing
clearly the smooth sweet-smelling skin of
her body. We then had something to eat and
talked till late in the night before saying
goodbye.

After the summer I was transferred to Hue
to teach. I wrote her a long letter and
promised to get engaged during the Tet
holiday. She was rather untalkative, even in
writing she responded with a few lines, “I
read your letter and have been crying for
the past few days as I was so happy. Thank
you for understanding me; I now truly
believe your promise with all my heart and
my life.”

Toward the end of the year, I asked for a
leave to return to Saigon; on arriving at her
house I was surprised to see the house
having been fixed up nicely. She walked me
to the back to show me a room recently
added. She said, “Mom sleeps in the room
in the front, and I sleep in this room.”

“And I sleep on the floor!?” I joked.

She blushed and was happy. She continued,
“Of course, you and I will be in this room.”

Our engagement was simple and discreet.
My family thought I would marry a student;
they did not know that I was marrying a
tailor. They were not discriminating or
class-conscious; but it was customary for a
teacher to pick a pretty wife among the girl
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students from the school where he taught.
However, everyone liked her at first sight
when they met her. She was gentle and such
a sweet beauty. My mother repeatedly
called her “honey” while my younger
sisters nosily asked her all kinds of
questions, which made her embarrassed
and awkward with emotions.

Thereafter, I went to see her almost every
day and sometimes stayed overnight; we
promised each other that we must be careful
and wait to consummate our love on the
wedding night. She had some frivolous
womanish thoughts. She embroidered the
pillows with heart images, her name and
mine intertwined, a pair of soaring birds,
and she debated the names of our future
children. She was crossed when I teased
her; actually, she was happy with these
simple dreams. I discussed with her our
wedding plan in a couple of months.

But beginning in early 1975 South Vietnam
started to fall apart; everything tumbled like
dominoes. People were rushing
southwards. I lingered a little longer to
destroy dossiers, dispersed my network,
and fled to Danang, but had to return to Hue
because the Central had fallen in the hostile
hands. The enemy did not appear to know
anything about me except my cover as a
high school instructor. They began to recall
teachers to declare their identities as if they
were about to re-open schools. Towards the
end of May they came and surrounded my
rental house, went in to handcuff me and
pulled me out to their truck. At first glance
besides a police vehicle carrying soldiers I
saw another vehicle bearing a Saigon coded
license plate. I knew right away that they
already discovered my exact identity. But,
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why did the Agency not destroy my
dossier?

I was sandwiched between two young
soldiers armed with AK’s. In the front next
to the driver was a woman. The trucks got
out of Thuong Tu Gate, crossed Truong
Tien Bridge, reached Duy Tan Street; the
vehicle in the front turned into the (old)
police station and the one transporting me
went straight ahead in the direction of
Highway One. I guessed they were sending
me to Saigon for interrogation. I intended
to escape but was waiting till [ was closer
toward the South before making my move.
With this thought I relaxed and took a light
nap to conserve my energy. The truck had
to stop at control posts along the road. The
driver, who also was a soldier, showed his
papers, said something while a scattered
light flashed on the vehicle, then moved on.
It was light when we reached Quang Ngai.
I looked around. I suddenly felt a chill in
my spine when I recognized the woman in
the front was the tailor, my prospective
wife. | realized I had mistaken in my
mission; the ringleader was her, not the
beggar monk. I cracked a silent bitter smile
about losing this battle of wits to a woman
who expertly camouflaged to deceive not
only me but also her underlings. I felt
ashamed when thinking of the times when
I was with her. She had played an excellent
self-confident part; 1 was merely an
innocent prey. I thought my sincere love
had changed her. Now she was sitting there;
her face looked as cold as steel. What was
she thinking about me, a third-rate spy, a
simple-minded romantic bourgeois?

We stopped at a restaurant at Binh Dinh; a
guard unlocked my handcuffs and told me,
“If you need anything, tell me. Keep a
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distance about 5 yards; if you move closer
or farther, you’ll be shot.” I was led to a
table in the corner; the guards sat on my
sides; she took a seat at a separate table.
When paying, she pulled out a stack of
brand-new money, took a few bills, threw
them on the table, got up, and left without
waiting for the change. I made believe that
I looked frightened and submissive, and
waited till the evening when they stopped
to have dinner like this, I would easily take
off and the dark night would provide cover
for me. However, I was mistaken. The
convoy continued till the morning, got to
Hang Xanh Intersection, moving along
Bach Dang, then Chi Lang, Ngo Tung
Chau, and entered Ba Queo Market alley.
She went into her house for a quite some
time before returning with her mother. Both
women were seated in the front. They took
me back to the highway, went past Bien
Hoa, turned in the direction towards Vung
Tau. I surmised that they would interrogate
me about my previous activities in Vung
Tau and Long Hai areas or gave me to the
local undercover agents whom I had sent to
prison, and they would be at liberty to take
revenge. They stopped to buy sandwiches
upon arrival in Vung Tau and went to a
motel. After eating and using the restroom,
I was handcuffed again and led to a separate
room; two soldiers were posted outside the
door. I overheard her telling the guards to
keep high alert on the dangerous enemy
(who was me); she had to go to the military
supervisory committee for an urgent matter
and would come back soon. I was tired and
rolled over to take a nap to save energy; |
planned to climb out of the window and
escape tonight. The handcuffs were no
problem,; a little piece of wire would do the
job and that piece of wire was currently
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hidden in the wrist band of my watch,
which I had obtained when I asked to go to
the restroom at the restaurant in Binh Dinh.
But at nightfall, after I was fed with another
sandwich, they chained my feet to my bed,
posted two guards in my room taking turns
to watch me with their owlish eyes. No way
to escape! I recalled when I was with her
during the engagement period, she
gradually understood me; she anticipated
my intentions very well while taking care
of me. I thought then I would marry a wife
of the same heart and mind; and now it was
this same heart and mind that destroyed me.
She had been able to see correctly what was
going on in my mind; she would
immediately be on guard even at a flitting
thought in my head.

Approximately a little past 10 that evening
I was escorted to the truck, still with all six
people like before. They drove around
downtown for a while before heading to the
Back Beach. The night was clouded and
exceedingly cold. The South had never
been cold like this year; the roads were
deserted; the streetlights were dim; the
waves were murmuring in melancholy. The
truck stopped at the far end of the beach.
She ordered to have me blind-folded, then
said, “Comrade! Give me the AK. Wait
here.” She ordered and continued,

“I’ll return when you’ve heard the shots.”
She then said to her mother with clenched
teeth in a cold voice, “You must come with
me to watch me take revenge on the man
who had murdered our family and scores of
other comrades.”

It was exactly the law of karma. I had shot
the local infiltrator who murdered my
father, and now I was going to be shot.
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However, 1 did not remember what I had
done to make her so hateful that she now
wanted to shoot me. Was it possible that she
was the daughter of the infiltrator whom I
had killed? She loaded her gun, pressed its
barrel against my back, and pushed me
forward. She was making a fatal mistake.
The nozzle of the gun barrel against my
back allowed me to estimate the distance
between she and I. I was no stranger to her
height. I would only need to turn around
quickly to move the gun’s barrel to the side
and with a kick I could break her neck, or
at least, fell her to the ground in a second.
In the dark it did not matter whether one
was blind-folded; she and I were both blind
all the same. I was feeling to find the piece
of wire in my watch band and started to
unlock my handcuffs. After a distance I
guessed beyond the soldiers’ earshot, I was
about to make my move when she took off
my blindfolder. She asked, “Can you carry
mom? Quick! If something happens, you
and she must continue running away; don’t
worry about me. A boat is waiting over
there.”

She held her gun and ran in the front. I
carried the old woman on my back and
tenaciously ran after her along the row of
pine trees. In less than a mile we arrived at
a small boat with people waiting. They
pushed the boat out, started its engine, and
in a half hour we boarded a larger boat and
headed straight out to the open sea. We
were picked up the following day by an
American ship and went to Guam.

Note:
(1) Armed Forces of the Republic of
(South) Vietnam.

Pham Thanh Chau
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